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Wise  Words 


“  I  shall  read  the  history  of  the  world  (and  peoples)  aright  only  as  I  read  it  through  the  mind  of  Christ.” 

-  Rev.  A.  J.  Behrends,  D.D.,  in  Homiletic  Review,  February,  18S5. 


“Remember  the  days  of  old,  consider  the  years  of  many  generations”  -  Deut.  32:  7. 


"This  shall  be  written  for  those  that  come  after.”  -  Ps.  102:  18. 


“The  centuries  are  all  lineal  children  of  one  another.”  -  Carlyle. 


“Geography  and  chronology  are  the  eyes  of  history.”  -  Prof.  H.  B.  Adams. 


“Those  who  never  look  back  to  their  ancestors  will  never  look  forward  to  their  posterity.” 

-  Edmund  Burke. 


“Any  people  who  are  indifferent  to  the  noble  achievements  of  remote  ancestors  are  not  likely  to  achieve 
anything  worthy  to  be  remembered  by  their  descendants.”  -  Macauley. 


“Henceforth  my  heart  shall  sigh  no  more 
For  olden  time  and  holier  shore; 

God’s  love  and  blessing,  then  and  there 
Are  now  and  here  and  everywhere. 

All  of  good  the  past  has  had 

Remains  to  make  the  new  time  glad.”  -  Whittier. 


Facts  to  Remember 

“I  suppose  nineteen  twentieths  of  the  people  of  New  England  in  1775  were  descendents  of  those  found 
here  in  1692,  and  probably  seven  eighths  of  them  were  offspring  of  the  settlers  before  1642.  In  1775  ninety 
eight  in  100  of  the  whole  country  were  descendents  of  British  Islanders  excluding  Ireland  and  Wales.” 

-  Savage,  Dean  of  American  Genealogists. 


“Going  backward,  you  have  in  the  first  generation  two  ancestors,  a  father  and  a  mother;  then  four,  then 
eight,  etc.  Upon  reaching  the  time  of  the  Pilgrim  Fathers  the  number  is  254.  In  the  tenth  generation  the 
ancestors  number  1000;  in  the  twentieth  they  are  more  than  a  million.  And  this  is  going  back  only  to  the 
thirteenth  century.  One  need  to  go  but  little  farther  to  find  an  ancestry  coextensive  with  the  entire 
population  of  the  globe.  Verily  we  are  ‘members  of  one  another’  and  the  doctrine  of  the  Brotherhood  of 
Man  becomes  a  mathematical  certainty.”  -  N.  Y.  American  of  Nov.  4,  1909. 
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FOREWORD 


This  work  began  in  the  year  1907  when,  in  an  evening  with  my  mother,  I  endeavored  to  construct  a 
genealogical  tree  showing  the  family  and  all  the  known  cousins  in  their  correct  relationship.  This  developed 
rapidly  into  a  desire  to  construct  each  ancestral  line  back  to  the  emigrant  ancestor;  and  finally  came  the 
desire  to  show  as  accurately  as  possible,  what  each  ancestor  did  to  make  America.  When  it  is  seen  that 
we  are  only  eight  or  nine  generations  removed  from  the  Mayflower  it  resolves  itself  into  a  tangible  and 
limited  problem.  It  has  taken,  however,  nearly  twenty  years  of  labor  to  complete  the  work,  though  the 
World  War  interfered  greatly  with  its  progress,  and  it  has  gone  slowly  because  it  has  been  a  spare  time 
job  only,  it  not  being  allowed  to  interfere  with  more  important  matters  or  with  business. 

Practically  all  genealogical  information  back  of  one  hundred  years  comes  from  public  records.  On  rare 
occasions  some  old  heirloom  trunk  reveals  important  scraps  of  information  through  letters,  old  Bibles  or 
copies  of  lost  public  documents.  Rarer  still  an  old  account  book  like  that  of  Henry  Wolcott  Jr.,  of 
Windsor,  Ct.,  will  weather  the  rust  of  time  and  be  preserved  with  its  valuable  contribution.  Consequently, 
genealogical  studies  generally  are  more  than  nineteen  twentieths  based  on  acts  that  were  important  enough 
to  be  recorded  in  Public  archives  with  the  purpose  of  long  time  preservation;  and  it  is  evident  that  such 
acts  are  practically  all  of  a  higher  order  than  those  pertaining  to  the  ordinary  daily  routine  such  as  most 
letters  would  reveal.  Viewed  correctly,  therefore,  public  records  do  reveal  a  deep  under  current  of  high 
value  when  enough  can  be  found  to  be  organized  into  a  life  span. 

True  genealogy,  like  true  history,  is  a  record  of  facts  transpired.  If  not  true,  it  is  worthless;  nay,  it  does 
damage.  Most  works  of  this  kind  are  based  on  too  few  facts  to  get  the  true  perspective.  For  instance, 
most  of  them  leave  out  the  court  records  altogether,  whereas  true  biography,  like  the  Bible,  tells  the 
destructive  as  well  as  the  constructive  acts  of  an  individual.  In  this  work  I  have  extracted  the  court 
records  with  the  same  care  as  the  more  prosaic  public  meeting  and  land  records.  After  all,  life  is  a  matter 
of  organized  facts  even  as  “science  is  organized  facts’’;  and  it  is  for  this  reason  that  we  have  put  such 
high  value  on  a  chronological  order  of  life  events.  Both  date  and  age  have  an  important  bearing  on  actions; 
and  so  does  the  reference.  We  have  figured  that  the  reference,  especially  an  original  reference,  nearly 
doubles  its  value.  The  language  of  a  record  is  less  important  than  the  thought  conveyed;  yet  original 
language  is  a  valuable  side-light  on  the  times  at  that  date;  hence  we  have  freely  quoted  the  exact  language 
and  spelling  of  the  record. 

The  organized  acts  of  a  person,  correctly  weighed,  give  a  true  picture  of  his  character.  It  is  not  alone 
the  difficulty  of  getting  the  organized  acts  of  a  life;  but  it  is  the  yet  greater  difficulty  of  correctly  weighing 
these  acts  which  explains  the  reason  why  true  biography  is  so  difficult  to  write.  It  becomes  the  more 
evident,  the  farther  one  goes  in  a  work  like  this,  that  perfect  biography  cannot  be  written  this  side  of 
heaven.  Yet  when  all  is  said,  one  cannot  study  these  ancient  records  of  New  England  without  an  increas¬ 
ing  admiration  for  those  pilgrims  and  those  puritans  who  braved  the  wilderness  for  conscience  sake  and 
gave  a  direction  to  America  that  has  ever  made  her  “  ride  upon  the  high  places  of  the  earth  ’’,  and  be  a  light 
to  the  world. 

BUELL  B.  BASSETTE 
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FAMILY  ANCESTRIES  IN  THIS  VOLUME 


Comprising  86  family  lines,  involving  194  family  histories,  in  the  following  alphabetical  order 

Number  of  family  historie*  indicated  in  bracken 


Bassett  (8)  - 

Adamson  (2) 

Allen  (1) 

Anderson  (2) 
Andrews  (1) 

Bell  (1) 

Bissell  (1) 

'v  -Boosey  (1) 

Bridgham  (2) 

Briggs  (1) 

Brock  way  (1), 

•  -  Bronson  (5)  ^ 

Buck  (2)  ✓ 

Buell  (5) 

Bunnell  (1) 

Champion  (3) 

Chittenden  (2)  _ _ - 

!/  Collins  (1) 

Crossman  (2) 

Deming  (4) 

Dighton  (IT 

Eno  (10) 

Fisher  (5) 

\  Fiske  (6) 

•  Foote  (2) 

\  Fuller  (4) 

Gaylord  (1) 

Gillett  (3) 

Goodrich,  William  (5) 


Goodrich,  David(l) 
Griswold,  Edward  (2) 
Griswold,  Michael  (3) 

Harding  (1) 

Hart  (4) 

Hawkins  (1) 

Hayward  (2)  ' 

Hill,  John  (1) 

Hill,  Luke  (1) 
Holcomb  (1) 

!>  Hopkins  (1) 
Humphrey  (2) 

Kelsey  (1) 

Kingsbury  (5)v 

Lewis  (7) 

/  Loomis  (5)  ' 

Lugg  (1)  - 

Marvin  (6)  ^ 

Merrill  (4) 

Moore  (1) 

Newell  (2) 

Olmsted  (3)^ 

Palmer  (1)  / 

‘  Parsons  (IT 
Peck,  Henry  (3) 

Peck,  Benjamin  (1) 

Richards  (6) 

Rowley  (3)  / 


Sanford  (1)  S 
Scott  (1) 

Sexton  (2) 

Sheaffe  (3) 

Sperry  (1) 

Stanley  (1) 

Steele  (2) 

Stocking  (1) 

'  Stoddard  (1) 

Sweetland  (1) 

Talcott  (2) 

Thayer  (3) 

Thompson,  David  (3)  ■' 
Thompson,  Thomas  (2) 
Treat  (5) 

Turner  (2) 

Ventris  (2) 

•  Vore  (1) 

Watson  (2) 

Welles  (1) 

Wheeler  (1) 

White,  Nicholas  (2) 
White,  Robert  (1) 
Wilmot  (1) 

Wolterton  (1) 

Woodland  (1) 

Wright,  Thomas  (6) 
Wright,  Joseph  (1) 
Wrotham  (1) 
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ABBREVIATIONS 


a  or  abt  about 

adm  administrator  or  administration 

x  age 

aft  after 

A  H  A  C  of  B  History  of  the  Ancient  and  Honorable  Artil¬ 
lery  Company  of  Boston,  in  4  large  vols  1 1895) 
Andrews  History  of  the  First  Church  of  New  Britain, 
by  Alfred  Andrews  (1867) 


b 

B  C 
bef 

B  M  D 
Boston  Ser. 


bp 


B  R 
bur 


bom 

birth  certificate 
before 

birth,  marriage  and  death  town  record 
Boston  published  TV  &.  BMD  &  miscellane¬ 
ous  records,  in  40  volumes  1 1 881  —  1 909 » 
baptized 

birth  record  or  bible  record 
buried 


Camp  History  of  New  Britain,  by  David  N.  Camp 

(1889) 

C  C  County  Court  volumes  of  records,  none  in 

print 

ch  children 

Ch  church 

CHS  Connecticut  Historical  Society’s  publications, 

now  21  volumes  (1860-1924) 

CofA  Court  of  Assistants  records  in  Sec'y  of  State’s 

office,  none  in  print  in  Connecticut 

C  R  church  record 

C  S  L  Connecticut  State  Library  at  Hartford 

Ct  R  court  record 


d  pence  or  died 

dea  deacon 

Dist  Distribution,  particularly  the  “Volume  of 

Distribution”  in  Hartford  Land  Office 
Do  ditto,  referring  generally  to  last  paragraph 

reference 

Ens  ensign 

fm  from 

G  A  General  Assembly  records,  printed  in  Con¬ 

necticut  down  to  1781  (1850-1922  ' 

G  &  E  of  C  Genealogies  <&  Estates  of  Charlestown,  by 
Wyman,  in  2  volumes  down  to  1S18  (1879) 

G  &  M  Goodwin  St  Morgan  Ancestral  Lines  in  two 
volumes  (1915; 

G  C  General  Court  records  at  Hartford  or  New 

Haven,  printed  down  to  1781,  now  18  volumes 
(1850-1922) 

Gen  Genealogy  or  Genealogical 

GSR  gravestone  record 

Hist  history 

It  item 


L  Hist  Litchfield  history 

I-  R  land  record 


m 

Man 

Mass  Gen 

M  B  C 

M  C 
M  H  B 

MHSC 


married 

Man waring’s  Vols.  F ,  1 1  St  1 1 1 ,  which  condense 
the  first  15  volumes  of  all  probate  records  riled 
in  Hartford  ( 1 906  > 

Massachusetts  Genealogy  St  Personal  Mem¬ 
oirs,  in  4  large  volumes  1910) 

Massachusetts  Bay  Court  records,  printed  to 
1686,  in  6  volumes  (1S53-4) 
marriage  certificate 

Memorial  History  of  Boston,  by  Winsor,  in 
4  large  volumes  '  18S0) 

Massachusetts  Historical  Society  Collections, 
now  107  volumes  in  5  series  (1859-1925 


N  E  H  St  G  New  England  Historical  St  Genealogical  Reg¬ 
ister  of  Boston,  now  79  Vols  (1S47-1925 
N  Y  G  St  B  New  York  Genealogical  St  Biographical  Reg¬ 
ister  of  New  York  City,  now  56  Vols  (1870- 

1925) 

OCR  old  church  record 


£c 


P  C,  No. 

PCt 
P  of  M 
P  R 
Ptd 


Savage 


SC  D 


S  M 

SSO 

S’th’nHist 

Stiles 


T  F  of  M 
Trumbull 

T  V 
unm 


page 

Plymouth  General  St  Particular  Court  rec¬ 
ords,  printed  in  12  large  volumes  down  to  a 
1690  (1855-1S61) 

“Private  Controversy”  volumes  at  State 

Library,  Hartford,  not  printed 

probate  court  volumes 

Pioneers  of  Massachusetts,  by  Pope  (1900) 

proprietors’  record  or  register 

printed 

shilling 

Savage’s  Genealogical  Record  of  first  three 
generations  in  New  England,  in  4  volumes 

(1860 i 

Suffolk  County  Deeds  in  City  of  Boston, 
printed  in  14  volumes  down  to  1697  ( 1880— 
1906) 

selectmen’s  meetings 

Sec’y  of  Stale's  office  of  Connecticut 

Sketches  of  Southington,  Conn.,  by  Rev. 

Heman  R.  Timiow  1S75 

Stiles’  History  of  Windsor.  Ct  (1859  and  do. 

of  Wethersfield,  Ct  1900),  monumental 

works,  in  sets  of  two  volumes  each 

Thompson  Family  of  Mendon  1 1913; 

History  of  Hartford  County,  in  two  volumes 
(1886) 

town  votes  or  minutes  of  town  meetings 
unmarried 


Vol  volume 

V  R  vital  records  of  town 


Wid  widow 

Wolcott  Led  ledger  covering  Windsor's  earliest  days.  Be¬ 
gun  by  Henry  Wolcott,  Jr.,  and  continued  by 
his  son  Josiah.  It  is  in  Conn.  Historical  So¬ 
ciety  library,  not  printed. 
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THE  BASSETT  FAMILY 

(“Gazing  for  one  pensive  moment  on  that  founder  of  our  blood."  -  Tennyson) 


1066,  Oct.  14.  P  4  Beaupre  Castle  (1911):  Wil¬ 
liam  the  Conqueror  won  today  the  battle  of 
Hastings,  his  grand  falconer  being  Thurstine  de 
Bassett.  From  this  time  the  name  Bassett  has 
been  a  notable  one  in  England.  It  is  in  the  Domes¬ 
day  Book  and  in  the  Battle  Abbey  Roll.  Thurstine 
built  “Beaupre  Castle”  near  Cowbridge  in 
Glamorgan,  Wales,  soon  after  the  battle  of  Hast¬ 
ings.  It  is  a  "splendid  ruin  in  a  spot  of  singular 
romantic  beauty  and  historic  interest.”  It  is  said 
that  he  is  the  ancestor  of  all  living  Bassetts.  The 
present  owner  William  Richard  Basset  has  per¬ 
fected  the  grounds  to  high  degree.  Thurstine's 
son,  Lord  Ralph  Bassett,  was  Chief  Justice  of 
England  under  Henry  I  (1068-1135)  and  he  was 
the  immediate  ancestor  of  the  Barons  of  Basset,  of 
Weldon,  of  Drayton,  Sapcote  and  Stratton,  who 
held  unlimited  power  throughout  the  Midland 
Counties. 

Another  Bassett  castle  is  at  Tehidy  Park,  in 
Camborne,  Cornwall,  the  mines  of  Cornwall  giving 
to  the  Bassetts  princely  incomes.  This  is  still  in 
the  Bassett  name  and  was  acquired  in  1150.  In 
Charles  I’s  time  (1600-47)  Sir  Arthur  Bassett 
gave  Tehidy  to  George  Bassett,  son  of  .John 
Bassett,  who  had  acquired  the  estate  of  Devon  in  1556.  This  Sir  Arthur  had  two  brothers,  Sir  Thomas 
Bassett  and  Sir  Francis  Bassett,  all  three  being  Major  Generals  to  the  King.  Fledborough  Hall,  Holvport, 
Berks  Co.,  is  another  Bassett  seat. 

1215,  June  19.  P  123  “Spirit  of ’76”  (1905,  Sept.):  In  Magna  Charta,  signed  this  day  at  Runnymede, 
there  are  two  Bassetts  among  the  King’s  counsellors  -  Alan  and  his  brother  Thomas.  Peter  Bassett  was 
biographer  of  Henry  V  (1387-1422)  while  Fulk  Bassett,  bishop  of  London,  was  his  chamberlain  and 
intimate  friend.  Hinman  says,  indeed,  that  Basset  has  ten  Coats  of  Arms,  w-hile  Bassett  has  25  Coats  of 
Arms.  To  us  for  the  present  one  is  probably  as  good  as  another  for  no  proof  has  yet  been  discovered  as  to 
the  parentage  of  our  William  Bassett  in  England.  The  Leyden  record  below  indicates  that  he  came  from 
Sandwich,  Kent  County,  near  the  Dover  coast. 

1611,  March  19.  P  12  Report  2d  Reunion  Bassett  Fam.  (1898):  Rev.  H.  M.  Dexter  publishes  this  and 
the  following  translations  from  the  records  of  the  city  of  Leyden,  Holland,  where  the  Pilgrims  w'ere  then 
living:  “On  the  19th  of  March,  1611,  were  affianced  William  Bassett,  a  master  mason  from  Sandwich, 
England,  the  widower  of  Cecelia  Leight,  accompanied  by  Roger  Wilson  and  William  Brewster,  his  friends, 
and  Margaret  Butler,  a  young  maid  (never  before  married)  from  Norwich,  England,  accompanied  by 
Anna  Fuller  and  Rose  Leslie,  her  acquaintances.  The  bride  died  before  the  third  reading,”  and  was  buried 
April  9,  1611,  as  the  records  of  St.  Peter’s  Church  in  Leyden  show. 


WILLIAM  BASSETT  b. - 

m.  (1)  about  1621,  Elizabeth - 

ELIZABETH -  m.  (2)  after  1651 

*  b.  -  Widow  Mary  Tilden  Lapham 

d.  -  he  d.  April  4,  1667 

1621,  Nov.  19.  P  xxviii  Hotten:  Elizabeth 
Bassett  arrives  in  the  second  ship  to  reach 
Plymouth,  The  Fortune,  with  her  husband.  At 
least  Hotten  and  others  think  so.  If  not  she  proba¬ 
bly  came  in  the  Ann  or  the  Little  James  which 
came  in  1623,  in  which  case  William  and  Elizabeth 
probably  married  on  this  side  at  Plymouth  in  the 
same  year,  for  their  first  child  was  born  in  1624. 

Their  last  child  was  born  about  1635  and  we  do 
not  know  how  much  longer  Elizabeth  lived.  No 
record  wras  made  of  it,  though  it  is  thought  by 
some  that  she  lived  till  1650  at  least.  In  any  event 
she  is  today  the  mother  of  a  multitude;  yet  we  are 
so  close  to  her  that  she  couldi  in  the  words  of 
Hokewell,  speak  to  her  daughter  and  reach  down 
to  us  in  this  simple  sentence:  “Daughter,  bid  thy 
daughter  tell  her  daughter  that  her  daughter's 
daughter  hath  a  daughter.” 


1 


■ 


’ 
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BASSETT  GENEALOGY 


1611,  July  29.  P  12  Do:  “On  the  29th  day  of  July,  1611,  were  affianced  William  Bassett,  an  Englishman, 
and  widower  of  Cecelia  Leight,  accompanied  by  Roger  Wilson  and  Edward  Southworth,  his  friends,  and 
Margaret  Oldham,  a  young  maid  from  England,  accompanied  by  Wybra  Pauties  and  Elizabeth  Neil,  her 
acquaintances.”  On  Aug.  13,  161 1 ,  the  wedding  bells  rang  and  they  were  married,  the  great  John  Robinson 
the  pilgrim  pastor,  no  doubt  officiating.  There  are  many  who  claim  that  this  William  is  the  same  William 
who  may  have  started  for  America  with  the  first  pilgrims,  as  described  in  next  item,  and  who  finally  came 
in  the  Fortune  in  1621 ;  but  this  would  require  that  he  be  born  as  early  as  1590  and  make  him  77  at  time 
of  making  will,  whereas  the  language  of  the  will  does  not  indicate  one  so  old.  Moreover,  it  is  quite  unusual 
for  one  to  have  married  twice  and  have  both  wives  die  within  ten  years  without  heirs.  For  these  reasons 
the  best  judgment  considers  that  this  Leyden  William  may  have  been  the  father  of  the  Fortune  passenger; 
but  could  hardly  have  been  the  Fortune  William.  Mr.  John  Mcllvene,  keen  Bassett  authority,  says  that 
the  Sandwich  Bassetts  were  of  French  extraction,  and  that  the  form  of  spelling  “Bassite”,  which  was 
early  in  use  at  Plymouth,  also  suggests  French  extraction. 

1620,  July  22.  Vol.  I,  P  317  Southeastern  Mass:  The  author  says,  "The  family  bearing  the  name  of 
Bassett  is  one  among  the  oldest  in  Mass.,  as  well  as  one  of  prominence  and  eminent  respectability.”  He 
says  further,  “Wm.  Bassett  left  Delft  Haven  in  the  ship  Speedwell  July  22,  1620,  and  went  to  Southampton, 
England,  with  other  Pilgrims.  There  the  Mayflower  was  waiting  for  them  and  after  the  Company  was 
divided  between  the  two  vessels  they  set  sail  for  America  Aug.  5,  1620.  The  Speedwell  was  found  to  be 
leaking  and  both  ships  put  into  Dartmouth  for  repairs  and  again  set  sail  Aug.  21.  The  Speedwell  again 
commenced  to  leak  and  with  such  immigrants  as  could  not  be  accommodated  in  the  Mayflower,  about  20 
in  all,  including  Robt.  Cushman  and  Wm.  Bassett,  returned  to  London.”  The  writer  does  not  know  of 
any  original  papers  supporting  this  particular  claim  for  our  William,  but  he  was  certainly  associated 
closely  with  these  well  authenticated  historic  events. 

1621,  Nov.  19.  P  127  Bradford  Hist:  This  is  a  memorable  day  of  surprise  and  rejoicing  for  Plymouth 
for  the  Fortune  arrives  with  35  more  Pilgrims,  “mostly  lustly  young  men  but  sadly  lacking  in  provisions” 
as  Bradford  says.  Our  William  was  one  of  them  and  if  he  was  lacking  in  eatables,  etc.,  he  did  not  forget 
his  provision  of  books,  a  large  library  for  those  days,  which  attested  to  his  scholarly  education.  Perhaps 
he  had  his  blacksmith  tools  also  for  this  was  his  trade,  as  will  appear.  It  is  probable  that  he  was  newly 
married  to  wife  Elizabeth  for  Hotten,  in  listing  the  Fortune  passengers,  “  being  parts  of  families  with  others, 
left  in  England  or  Holland  the  year  before”  says,  “  William  Bassite  probably  had  two  in  his  family.”  The 
Duxbury  History,  likewise,  says  “there  were  two  in  his  family  on  his  arrival  in  1621.”  This  is  indicated 
in  the  land  distribution  of  1623  wherein  he  receives  with  four  other  passengers  double  the  others  in  that 
class.  It  is  pointed  out  also  that  in  this  division  he  draws  no  children’s  rights,  whereas  in  the  cattle  division 
of  1627  he  draws  rights  for  two  children.  The  inference  is  that  all  his  children  below  were  born  in  the  New 
World.  Bradford’s  account  of  the  Fortune’s  arrival  is  so  quaint  and  so  full  of  interest  it  is  given  here  in 
fuller  measure: 

“In  Novembr,  about  yt  time  twelfe  month  that  them  selves  came,  ther  came  in  a  small  ship  to  them 
unexpected  or  looked  for,  in  which  came  Mr.  Cushman  and  with  him  35  persons  to  remaine  vi  live  in  ye 
plantation;  which  did  not  a  little  rejoice  them.  And  they  when  they  came  a  shore,  and  found  all  well,  and 
saw  plenty  of  vitails  in  every  house,  were  no  less  glade.  For  most  of  them  were  lusty  yonge  men.  and  many 
of  them  wild  enough,  who  little  considered  whither  or  aboute  what,  they  wente,  till  they  came  into  ye 
harbore  at  Cap-Ccdd.  So  they  were  all  landed;  but  ther  was  not  so  much  as  a  bisket-cake  or  any  other 
victialls  for  them  neither  had  they  any  beding,  but  some  sory  things  they  had  in  their  cabins,  nor  pot, 
nor  pan,  nor  overmany  cloaths.  The  plantation  was  glad  of  this  addition  of  strength  but  could  have  wished 
that  many  of  them  had  been  of  better  condition;  but  yt  could  not  now  be  helpte.” 

Of  William  Bassett  we  have  a  fine  picture  of  his  active  and  useful  life  in  the  following  public  records 
taken  mostly  from  the  12  Vol.  printed  set  of  the  Colonial  Records  of  Plymouth  Colony. 

1623.  Vol.  I,  p  6  LR,  Plymouth:  “The  fales  of  their  grounds  which  came  in  the  Fortune  according  as 
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their  Lots  were  cast  1623.”  William  Bassite  drew  2  acres  that  “lye  beyond  the  first  brook  to  the  wood 
westward.”  There  were  16  people  in  this  class,  five  of  whom,  including  our  William  Bassite  and  our 
William  Palmer,  had  2  each  while  all  the  others  had  1  only.  Historian  F.  G.  Bassett,  with  Rev.  H.  M. 
Dexter  s  help,  has  seen  the  home  lot  in  Plymouth,  he  tells  me.  He  describes  it  as  being  on  the  west  side 
of  Main  street  about  400  ft.  north  of  the  Samosct  House  where  the  second  Bassett  Family  Reunion  was 
held  in  1898.  This  was  his  residence  for  some  sixteen  years  or  until  1637  when  he  moved  to  Duxboro. 

1627,  May  22.  P  54  Do:  A  division  of  cattle  is  ordered,  “the  sixt  lott  falling  to  John  Shaw  and  his 
Companie  Joyned.  To  this  lot  fell  the  lesser  of  the  black  Cowes  Came  at  first  in  the  Ann  wth  which  they 
must  Keepe  the  bigest  of  the  two  steers.  Also  to  this  lott  was  two  shee  goats.”  Here  is  the  entire  company: 
“1  to  him  (John  Shaw);  2  John  Adams;  3  Eliner  Adams;  4  James  Adams;  5  John  Winslow  6  Mary 
Winslow;  7  William  Basset;  8  Elizabeth  Bassett;  9  Willyam  Basset  Junor;  10  Elyzabeth  Basset  Junor 
11  ffrancis  Sprage;  12  Anna  Sprage;  13  Mercye  Sprague.” 

1627,  July.  Vol.  II,  pp  29-31  History  of  Plymouth  Plantation:  Here  is  given  an  agreement  entered  into 
by  citizens  of  New  Plymouth  for  a  monopoly  in  the  trade  of  beaver-skins  and  other  commodities.  There 
are  30  signers  to  this,  William  Bassett  being  one  and  our  William  Palmer  another. 

1632/3,  Mch.  25.  Vol.  I,  p  9  P  C:  "According  to  an  order  in  Court  held  the  2d  of  January,  in  the 

seaventh  yeare  of  the  raigne  of  or  Soveraigne  lord  Charles -  the  p’sons  heere  under  menconed  were 

rated  for  publike  use,  to  be  brought  in  by  each  p’son  as  they  are  heere  under  written,  rated  in  come  at 
vi'  p  bushell,  at  or  before  the  last  of  November  next  ensuing.”  In  this  list  there  are  88  names,  William 
Bassett  being  the  fortieth  with  rate  of  €  01 :  07:  00.  Some  of  the  others  were:  “  Myles  Standish  C0-18-00- 
Edw'ard  Winslow,  Govr,  (highest)  £  2-05-00;  John  Alden,  £  1-04-00;  William  Palmer,  £  1-07-00:  Henry 
Rowley,  £  0-09-00.  Only  four  citizens  of  Plymouth  paid  a  higher  tax  than  our  William. 

1633,  P  1  Do:  Under  the  heading,  “The  Names  of  the  Freemen  of  the  Incorporation  of  Plymouth  in 
New  England,  An:  1633,  we  find  a  list  of  sixty-eight  freemen,  the  twenty-eighth  name  being  “William 
Basset.”  This  is  the  oldest  freeman’s  list  of  record  in  America. 

,  J !,633’ JU,!y  !'  P  19  Do:  The  Court  issues  twenty  grass  mowing  orders.  The  one  to  William  Bassett  reads: 
That  Will  Bassett  mow  at  the  ende  of  his  owne  ground.” 

1633/4,  Mch.  27.  P  62  Do:  A  second  tax  list  of  81  freemen  shows  William  Bassett  taxed  at  former  figure 

of  £  1-07-00.  As  it  happens,  on  this  very  day  Lord  Baltimore  begins  the  first  Colony  in  Maryland  at  the 
mouth  of  the  Potomac. 

1635/6,  March  2.  P  87  Do:  Will  Basset  was  one  of  the  jury  of  twelve  men  “to  enquire  after  the  death 
of  John  Deacon”.  They  report:  “Having  searched  the  dead  body,  we  finde  not  any  blowes  or  wounde, 
or  any  other  bodily  hurt.  We  finde  that  bodily  weakenes,  caused  by  long  fasting  &  wearines,  by  going  to 
oc  fro,  with  the  extream  cold  of  the  season,  were  the  causes  of  his  death. 99 

1635/6,  Mch.  14.  P  88  Do:  The  Court  issues  twenty-seven  hay  mowing  orders  for  Plymouth  &  Dux- 
burrough  for  the  year  1636:  “To  Will  Bassett,  at  the  end  of  his  own  ground.” 

1636/7,  March  7.  P  104  Do:  Among  “The  Names  of  the  Freemen”  here  listed  Willm  Basset  is  32nd. 

ere  are  123  men  in  this  list.  Our  William  Palmer’s  name  is  marked  “dead”,  while  our  Henry  Rowley 
appears  again.  J 

A  I6?6>.7L^,Ch‘  7’  Vo1’  VI1*  P  2  P  C:  Under  “The  names  of  the  Jury  for  Tryall  of  Yssues  betwixt  p’ty 
«  P  ty,  Wi  ham  Bassit  is  one  of  the  twelve  men  “sworne”  One  case  considered  was  the  complaint  of 

”n?.C?okc  that  certa,n  men  had  abused  his  cattle  such  that  “one  cowe  cast  her  calf,  &  hath  lost  her 
11 U  &  is  in  danger  to  be  lost  herself”.  The  jury  awarded  him  3£  &  13s  6d  costs. 

P J,63d-  7’  20’  Vo1’  p  109  P  There  were  36  hay  mowing  orders  on  this  date  for  “Plymouth, 

rr£‘7r  &  Duckbury”.  One  reads:  “To  Francis  Sprage  and  William  Basset,  the  same  hey  ground  they 
e  last  yeare;  and  that  Mr.  Brewster  have  that  which  was  not  cutt  by  them  the  last  yeare.” 
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1637,  May  2.  P  113  Do:  “At  a  Court  of  Assistants,”  an  agreement  is  reached,  “that  the  heigh  wayes, 
both  for  horse,  cart  and  foote,  shalbe  as  followeth:”  Among  them  is  "the  heighway  leadeing  from  Xpofer 
Wadesworths  to  be  continued  through  Francis  Sprague  and  Willm  Bassets,  being  his  garden  or  orchard 
to  the  east  side.  Also,  we  allowe  a  heigh  way  from  the  cutt  betweene  Willm  Bassets  &  Francis  Sprage,  to 
goe  to  Ducksborrow  towne;  the  heighway  to  be  continued  from  Willm  Bassets  garden  or  orchard  through 
John  Washburnes  ground,  to  Willm  Palmer’s  gate.”  Duxboro  was  a  new  virgin  town  and  it  is  evident, 
from  the  next  item  that  William  Bassett  was  planning  now,  or  had  already  concluded,  to  move  from 
Plymouth  to  Duxboro  with  the  founders. 

1637,  June  24.  Vol.  I,  p  16  L  R,  Plymouth:  “Bradford  Govnor,  The  xxiiijth  of  June  Anno  Dui  1637. 
Anno  Carot  R  Angl  C:  xiijo:  William  Bassett  of  Ducksburrow  hath  in  writing  under  his  hand  &  Seale 
freely  remitted  and  released  unto  Mr.  Raph  Partridg  of  the  same  all  his  Right  and  title  into  so  much  of 
the  lott  of  his  land  lying  in  Ducksborrow  aforesaid  as  is  now  enclosed  by  the  said  Mr.  Partridg  To  have  <± 
to  hold  the  said  land  to  the  said  Ralph  Partridge  his  heires  and  Assignes  forever  &  to  their  onely  pp  use 
&  behalfe.”  (Mr.  Partridg  was  Rev.  Ralph  Partridge  who  was  just  settling  over  the  new  church  in  Dux¬ 
boro  -  “a  gracious  man  of  great  abilities”.) 

1637/8,  Jan’y  2.  Vol.  I,  p  139  P  C:  “  At  the  Genall  Court  of  our  Souraigne  Lord  the  Kinge:  Presentment 
by  the  Grand  Jury:  Wee  p’sent  Francis  Sprague  ||  fined  vi*  viiid  ||  for  beating  Wm  Halloway  jj  fined  v*  || 
late  servant  to  Wm  Basset.  Witnesse  Wm  Halloway.” 

In  Vol.  I,  p  372  P  C  there  is  a  mutilated  copy  of  a  contract  of  Wm  Bassett  with  William  Hathaway, 
no  date.  Term  of  service  is  for  six  years  for  which  “  Basset  is  to  allow  him  3£  sterling  viz.,  one  in  March 
and  the  other  at  the  xpiration  of  ....  at  the  full  end  of  the  said  terme  to  give  him  25  acres  of  iand.” 
If  these  two  names  cover  the  same  person,  and  it  is  likely  so,  the  indication  is  that  the  contract  was  com¬ 
pleted  before  Sprague  was  fined  and  hence  was  dated  before  1632. 

1637/8,  Jan’y  2.  Vol.  VII,  p  4  P  C:  Wiliam  Bassit  is  on  a  jury  which  settles  three  cases  for  the  day  one 
of  which  was  against  the  executors  of  our  William  Palmer  sen’r’s  estate.  The  finding  was  for  the  defendants. 

1637/8,  Jan’y  5.  Vol.  I,  p  26  L  R:  William  Basset  gives  up  all  title  to  some  land  in  Duxboro,  given  once 
to  Mr.  William  Leverich,  late  of  the  said  town  for  a  house  lot,  to  Mr.  Ralph  Partrich,  the  minister. 

1637/8,  March  5.  Vol.  I,  p  144  P  C:  “At  a  Court  of  Assistants,  William  Basset  was  deposed  to  the  last 
will  and  testament  of  William  Palmer,  thelder  deceased  this  Court.” 

1637/8,  March  6.  Vol.  VII,  p  5  P  C:  William  Basset  was  on  the  jury  which  settled  one  action  of  Mr. 
Edward  Winslow  for  the  payment  of  a  bill. 

1638,  May  7.  Vol.  I,  p  151  P  C:  “Whereas  divers  of  the  brethren  of  this  Church  of  Plymouth,  now 
ymploying  lands  on  the  Duxborrow  Side,  are  to  repaire  to  this  place,  by  w^1’  means  the  neighborhood 
there  wilbe  weakened  and  those  there  remayneing  are  for  the  most  pte  young  men,  the  Court  doth  order 
this  day  upon  a  peticon  exhibited  by  Mr.  Partridg,  in  behalf  of  the  neighbourhood  there,  that  the  lands 
on  Duxborrow  side  shall  not  be  disposed  to  any  but  to  such  new  commers  as  Mr.  Collyer,  Mr.  Partrich, 
Jonathan  Brewster,  &  Willm  Basset  shall  approve  to  be  fitt  for  their  societie.”  The  same  committee  were 
given  like  powers  over  the  lands  “betwixt  the  North  and  South  River”. 

1638,  June  5.  P  156  Do:  “At  the  Genall  Court,  William  Basset”  is  among  the  22  men  “of  the  Grand 
Inquest.” 

1638,  Sept.  3.  P  167  Do:  At  a  Court  of  Assistants,  Mr.  Collyer,  Jonathan  Brewster  &  Wm  Basset  are 
to  lay  out  some  land  grants  on  Greenes  Harbour  River.  It  was  reported  done  on  Oct.  28,  1640. 

1638/9,  Jan’y  7.  P  183  Do:  “Mr.  Edward  Winslow,  Mr.  John  Alden,  Jonathan  Brewster  &  Willm 
Bassett  are  appointed  by  the  Court  to  veiwe  the  North  Hill  land  granted  to  Mr.  Willm  Collyer  and  to 
set  fourth  the  bounds  thereof.”  William  Bassett  served  on  two  other  like  committees  appointed  at  the 
same  Court. 
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1638/ 9,  Feb  y  4.  P  189  Do:  At  a  Court  of  Assistants,  Edward  Hall  of  Duxborrow,  is  lycensed  to  build 
upon  his  lott  there,  if  M'  Partrich,  Jonathan  Brewster,  and  William  Bassett  shall  thinke  it  meete  and 
appoynt  some  other  neighbours  also  to  build  by  him  for  the  good  of  the  towne.”  William  Bassett  served 
also  on  two  other  committee  appointments  at  this  Court. 

lay  forth^Mr  Partrich  lande/’1  A‘den'  Wi'mm  BaSSe"'  “d  ' ^  Pratt  are  app0ynted  t0  * 

*J|6n!'we  L  V°';  Y"'  P  8  P  <?;  WiIliam  Bassett  is  on  the  >ary  which  disposes  of  two  slander  cases; 
and  on  Sept.  3rd  next  he  was  on  the  jury  which  disposed  of  two  trespass  cases. 

6’  VOl‘  I,  P  227  ^C,:  "  W'llm  Bassett>  of  Duxborrow,  is  granted  one  hundred  acres  of  upland 
wth  meddow  convenient  to  be  layd  to  yt,  lying  betweene  the  lands  graunted  to  Mr  Comfort  Starr  and 
the  Beaver  Pond,  &  to  begin  at  the  creeke  by  the  iland  or  there  aboute,  and  Mr  Alden,  to  be  added  to 
M  Collyer,  M  Patnch,  and  Jonathan  Brewster,  to  view  it  and  lay  it  forth.”  Many  land  grants  are  made 
at  this  Court  on  nearly  all  of  which  William  Bassett  is  one  of  a  committee  to  lay  them  out. 

WilS.VatTtr1'  Pa  i3?  ?°:vvAlthe  Ge"a11  C°Urt’”  Under  the  head  '  Committees  for  the  sev  Townes”, 
Willm  Bassett  and  Xpofer  Waddesworth  are  the  deputies  for  Duxborrow.  “Committees”  were  the  first 

name  used  by  the  General  Court  for  “deputies”.  The  only  towns  at  this  time  sending  representatives 

were  Plymouth,  Duxboro,  Scituate,  Sandwich,  Yarmouth,  Barnstable  and  Taunton.  Wm.  Bassett  was 

re-elected  in  1643,  1644,  1645  and  1648.  Capt.  Myles  Standish  served  with  him  in  1644  and  John  Alden 

the  people  ^  ^  ^  ^  G°Vernor  and  Assistants  were  the  only  representatives  of 

Ri!64”  Avvm.31rP  243  D°u  c°mC  380  3CreS  °f  land  3re  Iaid  0Ut  t0  nine  sett,ers  at  Mamassacuset 
River  .  Willm  Bassett  with  Standish  and  others  were  to  “lay  forth  the  lands  and  view  the  division”. 

1  j28*  u°L  I1  ’  P  9  P  C:  “lt  is  concluded  and  agreed  betwixt  Captaine  Miles  Standish,  Mr 

£  JT  CWSter  &  WiHm  BaSSCt  3nd  Mr’  Edward  Wnslowe  the  xxvi.ith  day  of  Decern- 

u  3Kgreat  iS  fl3tt  °n  the  t0pp’  Called  PartinS  Rock»  shaIbe  the  P'sent  bounds 

betweene  Greenes  Harbour  and  Duxburrow.”  F 

JU"e  7'  P  5_f,P°:  nThe  Court  aSrees  "That  the  Westerly  bounds  of  Marshfield,  form’lv  set  by 
p  aine  Standish,  Willm  Bassett  ....  shalbe  from  a  great  rock  flatt  on  the  topp,  norwest  to  the 

Danief ‘rol’e  wm  ’  '°  ‘  ‘‘'““T"?  Sr°™d  by  a  straight  line,  provided  that  Mr  Starr,  Job  Cole, 

Daniel  Cole  Willm  Bassett  ....  shall  not  by  Marshfield  men  be  rated  or  assessed  to  any  publike 

charges  until!  they  or  any  of  them  there  come  to  inhabite  and  do  close  w“  Marshfield  men."  This 
paragraph  might  indicate  that  our  William  contemplated  about  this  time  moving  to  MarshficlJ.  It  does 
not  appear,  however,  that  he  ever  carried  out  such  move. 

Ini?42’  2J.'  P  62  Do:  The  General  Cou«  meets  to  provide  defensive  and  offensive  war  on  the 

in  the?  W'antlnomo  who  have  been  teported  to  be  getting  up  a  conspiracy  to  kill  all  the  English 

Plvmoutlfh  r? ,S  represented  by  Capt-  Miles  Standish.  John  Alden,  William  Bassett,  and  five  others! 
r  Mar?hfieuT  A°r  Seven  repr“c"tatives'  Scituate  Sandwich  2,  Taunton  2,  Barnstable  2,  Yarmouth 
tenant  Si  ’  A  shis  meeting  Miles  Standish  was  agreed  to  as  Captain,  William  Palmer  (2d)  as  Lieu- 

«P?"L  Du'vboTse^  E  “  beamr''  Eight  t0WnS  Were  aa***d  ™  5s  for  the  soldiers’ 
pc  .  Duxboro  sent  six  men  on  this  expedition  who  spent  seventeen  days  in  the  field. 

bringinehim  t  r  8^D°'  Mr’  DaV[d  0ffley  iS  ordered  t0  pay  William  Bassett  Pinter  *"  for  trouble  of 
cringing  him  to  Court  as  juryman  when  no  action  had  been  entered. 

antTMr^Thoi?*  R  T.  ^  GenCTal  Court  records  the  “Committees  for  eich  Towne”,  William  Bassett 
na  Mr.  Thom  Besbeech  representing  Duxborrow. 

ftol^xv/Sl,  old  to'in  Y3'  P  C.i.'  Tlle  Nam“  0f  a"  the  Males  that  areable  t0  beare  Arms 
m  xvj  Yeares  old  to  60  Yeares,  w“in  the  sevrall  TowneShipps.’’  In  this  list  Duxboro  has  eighty 
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one  names.  The  forty  third  name  is  Wm  Bassett  Sen,  and  the  forty  fourth  is  Wm  Bassett  Jun,  who  is 

now  19.  .  . 

1643  4  Feb’y  27.  Vol.  I,  p  46  P  Ct,  Plymouth:  John  Atwood  of  New  Plymouth,  gent,  has  in  his  in¬ 
ventory:  “  1  broken  peece  at  Wm  Bassetts.”  (It  was  presumably  a  metal  piece  awaiting  repair  at  the 

blacksmith  shop  in  Duxbury.) 

1645  Oct.  20.  Vol.  II,  p  119  P  C:  A  plantation  was  granted  to  Duxboro,  by  Plymouth  Colony,  as  a 
compensation  for  the  loss  of  territory  they  had  sustained  in  the  setting  off  a  part  of  Marshfield  from 
Duxboro  in  1640.  The  grant  was  in  the  following  language:  “The  inhabitants  of  the  towne  of  Duxborrow 
are  granted  a  competent  proportion  of  lands  about  Saughtuckquett  (Satucket),  towords  the  west,  for  a 
plantation  for  them,  and  to  have  it  four  miles  every  way  from  the  place  where  they  shall  sett  up  tneir 
centre-  provided  it  intrench  not  upon  Winnytuckquett,  formerly  granted  to  Plymouth.  And  we  have 
nominated  Capt.  Miles  Standish,  Mr.  John  Alden,  George  Soule,  Constant  Southw-orth,  John  Rogers, 
and  William  Brett,  to  be  feoffees  in  trust  for  the  equall  dividing  and  laying  forth  the  said  lands  to  the 

In  accord  with  the  above  grant,  in  the  same  year,  fifty  four  citizens  of  Duxboro,  William  Bassett  being 
one  and  the  whole  led  by  Governor  William  Bradford,  with  two  shares  additional  set  aside  for  a  minister 
and  a  miller,  were  granted  the  rights  in  a  plantation  as  above  outlined.  This  was  the  beginning  of  the  town 
of  Bridgewater  and  the  54  proprietors  each  held  one  share.  The  purchase  from  the  Indians,  however, 
did  not  mature  till  Mch.  23,  1649  50,  the  date  of  deed  from  the  chief  Ousamequon.  Actual  settlement 
w-as  scattered,  too,  our  William  probably  not  moving  thither  till  about  1655.  This  was  the  first  interior 

settlement  in  the  County  of  Plymouth. 

1646.  Vol.  VIII,  p  174  P  C:  In  this  year  there  are  34  freemen  in  Duxbury,  our  William  being  one.  All 
elections  were  confined  to  these  men,  church  membership  being  a  prerequisite  in  Plymouth  Colony  until 
the  year  1664  and  not  entirely  abandoned  until  1686. 

1648  9  Mch  6  Vol  II  p  182  P  C:  “William  Basset  of  Duxbery,  Seni,  having  been  presented  at  the 
General  Court  holdcn  at  Plymouth  aforesaid,  the  4th  of  October,  1648  for  not  mending  of  guns  in  season¬ 
able  time,  acording  to  order  of  Court,  is  fined  for  his  neglect  hcerin  five  shillings  Tn.s  was  a  sad  day  for 
the  family  for  at  the  same  Court,  Perigrine  White,  first  white  child  born  in  New  England,  and  Sarah 
Bassett,  his  wife,  daughter  of  our  William,  were  presented  to  Court. 

1650  Tune  9.  Vol.  I,  p  311  L  R:  Edmund  W’eston  of  Duxburrow  administrator  of  the  estate  of  Tko 
Howell’,  bricklayer,  dec’d,  sells  to  John  Barker  of  Marshfield  a  parcel  of  land  in  Marshfield,  beyond  the 
South  River  and  bounded  “videlecet  from  the  marked  tree  of  William  Bassetts  tne  Hand  or  necke  o 
Land  lying  in  the  mersh  on  the  south  side  of  the  said  tree;  and  the  Mcaddow  Land  lying  before  tie  saie. 
Hand  begining  att  the  homack  wher  William  Bassett  leaves;  to  the  head  of  a  Cove  .... 

1651  Oct.  7.  Vol.  II,  p  239  P  C:  This  is  the  day  when  the  Court  fines  Nathaniel  Bassett  of  Duxboro. 
son  of  our  William,  “for  disturbing  the  church  of  Duxborow  on  the  Lord’s  Day.’’  The  fine  was  zOs  or  c 
bound  to  a  post  with  the  offense  posted  on  the  forehead  for  two  hours.  At  this  time  Nathaniel  was  aboi 

23  years  old,  while  the  item  sounds  more  like  13.  rlir.,  ..  m 

Sometime  after  this  year  of  1651  William  Bassett  takes  for  second  wife  Widow  Mary  Ti  den  Lap ... 
of  Scituate.  Her  first  husband  had  been  Thomas  Lapham  whom  she  had  married  on  Mch.  13,  j  •  •  ‘ 
her  father’s  name  w-as  Nathaniel  Tilden.  Thomas  made  will  of  Jan’y  15,  1644,  mentioning  wife  ,  ..r> 
and  children  Elizabeth,  Mary,  Thomas  &  Lydia,  the  will,  “by  reason  of  Mary’s  unhtnes  to  travcll  n  - 
being  probated  until  Oct.  31,  1651.  Nathaniel’s  wife  Lydia  had  also  m  (2)  Timothy  Hatnerly  who  . 
will  of  Dec.  12,  1664  left  £5  to  his  step-daughter  “Mary  Bassett  the  wife  of  w'lham  Basse ^  _  .  . 

further  names  “our  brother  Mr.  Joseph  Tilden”  as  administrator.  Mary  outlived  her  2nd  husband  and 
appears  in  the  Bridgewater  records  as  late  as  Mch.  28,  1690  (Vol.  I,  p  320  L  .  un  cr  g^an  so 
Bassett’s  land,  thus:  “  Imprimis  sixe  acors  of  lands  wheare  Widdow  Bassett  now  liveth  on  the  North  side 

of  the  river.” 
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1652,  June  3.  Vol.  Ill,  p  6  P  C:  Under  the  heading  “The  Cunstables  of  the  severall  Townes”  we  find: 
“Duxburrow  ....  Wiliam  Bassett.”  The  other  towns  were  “  Plym,  Scittuate,  Sandwidge,  Taunton, 
Yarmouth,  Barnstable,  Marshfield,  Rehoboth  and  Eastham”. 

1652,  June  3.  Vol.  II,  p  5  L  R,  Plymouth:  "Wm  Bassett  Senior  of  Duxborrow  hath  freely  given  unto 
his  son  in  law  Leiftenant  Perigrine  White  forty  acares  of  upland  on  which  the  said  leiftenant  White  now 
liveth.”  .... 

1652/3,  Mch.  7.  Vol.  II,  Pt  I,  p  107  L  R,  Plymouth:  In  the  “Dartmouth  Purchase”  here  recorded, 
for  which  “they  are  to  batisfy  the  Indians  for  the  Purchase  thereof,”  William  Bassett  appears  as  owner 
of  Yi  share  out  of  34  whole  shares  in  these  words:  “Mr.  Howland  and  William  Bassett  one  whole  prte  or 
share.” 

1653,  June  9.  Vol.  II,  p  34  P  C:  “Wiliam  Bassett  Senior,  for  neglecting  to  publish  and  make  knowne 
an  order  directed  to  him  from  the  counsell  of  warr,  prohibiting  provisions  for  being  transported  out  of  the 
collonie,  is  fined  ten  shillings.”  This  would  indicate  that  he  was  still  constable  at  Duxbury.  Under  the 
Treasurer’s  account  of  August  9,  1655,  William  Bassett  Senir  is  credited  with  what  appears  to  be  pay¬ 
ment  of  ten  shillings,  presumably  in  settlement  of  this  fine  (Vol.  Ill,  p.  92). 

1654,  June  6.  P  47  Do:  “Att  the  Generali  Court  of  Election  Wiliam  Bassett”  is  one  of  the  22  men 
sworne  on  “The  Grand  Enquest.” 

1655,  June  8.  P  82  Do:  Ruth  Bassett  of  Duxboro,  daughter,  is  presented  to  Court  with  John  Sprague 
her  husband. 

1655.  Vol.  VIII,  p  55  P  C:  Here  is  a  list  of  citizens  of  the  various  towns  of  the  Colony.  It  is  without 
date  but  there  is  internal  evidence  that  it  is  a  list  of  freemen  taken  about  1658.  William  Bassett  Senr  is 
second  in  the  Bridgewater  list  of  ten  names.  He  had  moved  there  from  Duxboro  probably  as  early  as 
1655,  one  of  the  very  first  settlers,  holding  one  of  the  56  purchase  rights,  numbered  19.  As  holder  of  one 
right  he  drew  a  share  no  doubt  in  every  one  of  the  following  divisions  of  land  as  listed  in  the  index  of 
Vol.  I,  of  Bridgewater  Land  Divisions,  at  Plymouth:  1651,  six  acre  house  lots;  1654,  twenty  acre  div’n; 
1654,  first  div’n  of  iy2  acre  meadow  lots;  1657,  fifty  acre  div’n;  1657,  second  div’n  meadow  lots;  1665, 
third  div’n  meadow  lots;  1665,  ten  acre  div’n;  1666,  twenty  acre  div’n  40  pole  wide. 

1655,  Oct.  4.  Vol.  Ill,  p  93  P  C:  An  investigating  or  auditing  committee  of  three  report  as  result  of 
examining  the  Treasurer’s  accounts  that,  among  other  things,  a  fine  of  10s  paid  by  William  Bassett  sen’r 
was  not  credited  “to  account  in  the  former”;  that  is,  in  the  Treasurer’s  report. 

1656,  June  16.  Vol.  II,  p  177  L  R,  Plymouth:  I  William  Bassett  senir  of  Duxburrow  now  Iiveing  Att 

*  Bridgwater  for  Divers  Reasons  ....  Doe  give  up  all  my  proper  and  whole  Interest  in  my  lands  lying 

upon  the  South  River  ....  unto  my  two  sonnes  there  Iiveing  viz  Perigrine  W’hite  and  Nathaniel! 
Bassett.” 

1656/7,  Mch.  12.  Vol.  I,  p  7  TV,  Bridgewater:  “Its  agreed  upon  by  the  Towne  of  Bridgewater  that 
there  shall  be  five  woulfe  traps  made  &  completely  finished,  the  first  two  traps  by  Goodman  Bassett.” 
This  is  the  earliest  Bridgewater  item  of  record  concerning  him.  There  are  no  election  records  extant  in 
Bridgewater  up  to  1687,  hence  we  cannot  know  what  local  offices  he  shared  in. 

1658.  Vol.  VIII,  p  8  P  C:  “The  Names  of  the  Freemen  of  Eich  Towne.”  Under  the  head  "Freemen  of 
Duxborrow”  Willm  Bassett  is  seventh  in  the  list  of  thirty-four  names.  In  the  period  of  transition  from 
Duxbury  to  Bridgewater  he  was  apparently  carried  on  both  lists  of  Freemen. 

1661,  June  10.  P  13  Do:  Under  “The  Treasurers  Account  given  into  the  Court”  we  find  under  his  re¬ 
ceipts  this  item:  “Pr  Debts  &  fines  of  Capt.  Thomas,  Henry  Howland  &  William  Bassett  £08-02-00.” 

*  Ur661’  ^UnC  10-  Vo1'  P  236  P  C:  The  Court  §rants  the  suit  of  Elizabeth  Bassett,  daughter  of  our 
William,  for  a  divorce  from  her  husband  Thomas  Burgess.  This  is  the  first  record  of  a  divorce  granted  in 
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the  Colony.  They  had  lived  together  for  13  years  but  he  was  not  faithful.  The  decree  gives  her  one  third 
of  his  property  and  40s  worth  of  bed  and  bedding  “that  are  at  William  Bassetts”. 

1661,  Aug.  12.  Vol.  I,  p  30  T  V,  Bridgewater:  “It  was  agreed  upon  by  the  Towne  that  certain  men 
chosen  namely  Goodman  Bassett  Sey”  and  four  others  “should  agree  whith  Goodman  Godfrey  about 
Dieting  of  Mr.  Buncker  and  that  they  would  stand  to  that  agreement”. 

1665,  Oct.  9.  P  45  Do:  “  Lotts  lotted  heare  in  the  towne  of  Bridgewater  they  fall  as  followeth:  Goodman 
Bassett  Sey”  is  6th  in  the  “Datucrutt  Pond”  section. 

1667,  April  3.  Vol.  II,  Part  2,  p  37  P  Ct,  Plymouth:  The  will  of  William  Bassett,  as  below,  is  dictated 
by  him  on  his  death  bed  this  day.  Wills  in  this  book  are  much  blurred  and  very  hard  to  decipher:  “The 
last  Will  and  Testament  of  William  Bassett  senr  exhibited  to  the  Court  holden  att  Plymouth  the  fift  Day 
of  June  Ann°:  Dorn  1667,  on  the  oathes  of  Mr.  William:  Brett  and  John  Carey: 

“The  third  of  the  2cond  month  Ann°:  Dorn  1667  ....  The  Last  Will  and  Testament  of  William 
Bassett  senir  being  very  weake  and  sicke  and  haveing  spoken  to  his  wife  and  said  -  wife,  I  must  leave  thee 
but  I  shall  leave  thee  with  the  Lord;  If  God  had  lengthened  out  my  life  It  might  have  bine  that  thou 
mightest  have  bine  more  Comfortably  provided  for  but  it  being  Demaunded  of  him  by  one  which  was 
acquainted  with  his  mind  about  the  Desposing  of  his  estate;  whether  his  mind  was  as  formerly;  That  hee 
would  give  his  moveable  goods  with  his  Chatties  to  his  wife,  Answared  yea  it  was  his  mind;  and  that  shee 
should  have  the  house  and  ground  till  shee  Died;  if  she  Married  not;  and  then  hee  would  give  it  to  his  son 
Williams  son;  and  his  tools  to  his  son  Joseph;  and  being  Demaunded  about  his  bookes  which  hee  formerly 
took  care  about;  Answared  hee  Could  not  now  Doe  it;  To  satisfy  as  farr  as  wee  may;  prsent  then  with  him 
wee  have  sett  to  our  hand  as  witnesses  to  the  above  writing  soe  farr  as  wee  know.  Witness  heerunto: 
William  Brett,  John  Carey.” 

1667,  Apl.  4.  According  to  the  above,  death  was  somewhere  between  the  3d  and  the  5th.  It  is  not 
recorded.  If  we  assume  him  to  have  been  21  at  the  time  of  marriage  in  1621,  he  reached  the  age  of  67, 
which  presumably  is  close  to  the  fact.  From  his  rare  and  tender  care  for  his  books,  as  shown  in  will,  and 
their  quality  as  well  as  quantity,  he  might  well  have  merited  the  title  of  “The  learned  blacksmith”  of  his 

day. 

1667,  May  12.  P  39  Do:  “An  Inventory  taken  of  the  moveable  goods  of  William  Bassett  of  Bridgewater 
deceased  exhibited  to  the  Court  called  at  Plymouth  the  fift  Day  of  June  1667: 


Item  a  pair  of  bellowes  . 

Item  an  Anvill  .... 

Item  a  vice  ..... 

Item  the  tongs  &  hammers  &  coal  shovels 
Item  all  the  rest  of  the  (?) 

Item  ‘‘Ainsworth  on  the  5  bookes  of  Moses 
Item  "ursinus”  .... 

Item  (questioned) 

Item  ‘‘a  Comentary  on  the  Romans” 

Item  “a  Concordance”  . 

Item  “a  Comentary” 

Item  ‘‘Wilson  on  the  Romans” 

Item  "Mayer  on  the  Evangelests”  . 

Item  "  Rogers  his  7  treateses” 

Item  "harris  on  the  beatitude” 

Item  "Wilsons  Dixonary” 

Item  “  Knights  Concordance” 

Item  “Madyors  exposition  on” 

Item  “2  smale  bookes  against  prelacye” 

Item  “W'eams  his  explanation  of  the  Cerimoniall  law 
Item  "Dike  on  Deceitfulnes  of  the  hart” 

Item  "Mr.  Robinsons  observations” 


£01-10-00 

02-00-00 

02-10-00 

01-10-00 

04-00-00 

01-06-00 

00-10-00 

01-00-00 

00-10-00 

00-16-06 

00-12-00 

00-10-00 

00-10-00 

00-08-00 

00-07-00 

00-08-00 

00-08-00 

OO-OS-OO 

00-04-00 

00-07-00 

00-03-00 

00-02-06 
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Item 

“a  treatise  of  precious  faith”  ..... 

•  •  •  • 

£00-02-00 

Item 

(questioned)  ........ 

OOOS-OO 

Item 

a  mare  and  colt  ....... 

06-00-00 

Item 

3  cows  ......... 

10-10-00 

Item 

2  steers  ........ 

07-00-00 

Item 

1  heiffer  and  a  steer  ...... 

05-00-00 

Item 

3  yearlings  ........ 

03-05-00 

Item 

a  (?)  and  7  Goates  ....... 

04-05-00 

Item 

1  bugy,  a  feather  bed  and  bolster  &  (?)  sheets  . 

06-00-00 

Item 

1  other  smal  feather  bed  and  bolster  sheets  &  pillow  cases 

05-10-00 

Item 

2  pillows  and  2  blankets  ...... 

00-15-00 

Item 

a  spool  of  flax  ....... 

01-10-00 

Item 

Cotton  yame  ....... 

02-00-00 

Item 

Cotton  wool,  spool  of  yame,  and  Kneeps  wool  . 

01-04-00 

Item 

corne  18  bushells  ....... 

02-14-00 

Item 

an  old  hyde  ........ 

00-18-00 

Item 

2  bushells  of  mault  ...... 

00-08-00 

41  other  lines,  including  paddle,  bridle,  nailes,  powder,  cart  and  wheels,  4  guns,  forks,  wedges, 
barrels,  trases,  money  11s,  bullets,  horn,  warming  pan.  Cloaks,  coats,  cloth,  shirts,  plows, 

pillows,  old  linnen,  &c  (very  hard  to  read  most  of  it)  . 

. 

•  •  •  • 

45-13-00 

This  Inventory  made 
by  William  Brett,  John  Willis. 


Total 


£1 23-02-06’ 


1667,  May  25.  Do:  “Mary  the  Relect  of  the  above  said  William  Bassett  tooke  oath  to  the  truth  of  this 
Inventory  this  25  of  May  1667  before  me  Thomas  Hinckley  Assistant:”  No  inventory  of  land  or  dwelling 
appears  of  record.  The  inventory  shows  four  guns  at  least  and  perhaps  some  swords.  At  any  rate  one  of 
his  swords  is  said  to  be  on  exhibition  in  Pilgrim  Hall,  Plymouth. 

1667,  June  5.  Vol.  Ill,  p  150  P  Ct:  “Tres  of  adminnestration  were  graunted  unto  Wiliam  Bassett  Junir, 
to  adminnester  on  the  estate  of  Wiliam  Bassett  Senir,  deceased.” 

1668.  Vol.  I,  p  1  P  R,  Bridgewater  (at  Plymouth):  Here  we  find  the  names  of  43  proprietors,  holding 
56  rights  in  the  undivided  lands  of  the  town,  under  this  heading:  “These  are  the  names  of  the  present 
proprietors  to  whom  ....  undivided  lands  aforesaid  tract,  that  is  to  say  four  miles  from  the  Centre, 
belongeth  and  how  much  every  man's  interest  is  therein.”  Among  the  43  proprietors  we  find,  William 
Bassett  holding  1  right  number  19;  Joseph  Bassett  holding  1  right  number  41.  These  two  rights  very 
likely  represent  former  holdings  of  William  Bassett  scn’r,  now  held  by  son  William’s  son  William  of 
Sandwich  and  son  Joseph  of. Bridgewater.  The  above  Proprietors  Record  does  not  seem  to  show  any 
formal  transfer  of  lands  from  father  to  sons.  (At  the  distribution  on  Feb’y  5th,  1682  3,  Joseph  Bassett 
still  held  right  41,  but  right  No.  19  was  held  by  Isaac  Harris). 

1673/4,  Mch.  4.  Vol.  V,  p  98  P  C:  “According  to  a  graunt  of  the  Court  bearing  date  June,  1662  and  by 
a  Court  order  bearing  date  1671,  Leiftenant  Peregrine  White  and  John  Nelson  layed  out  one  thousand 
acrees  of  land,  lying  neare  the  Old  Indian  Way  att  Teticutt  River,  about  a  mile  westerly,  where  Namassak- 
ett  River  runs  into  Teticutt,  and  soe  runs  easterly,  marked  by  the  river  syde,  ten  lotts  of  one  hundred 
acres  in  a  lott,  running  halfe  a  mile  in  length  southerly,  and  one  hundred  lotts  in  breadth,  as  may  appeer 
by  a  draught  thereof  viz*- 


1.  To  Mr.  John  Aldin  Senir 

2.  To  Widdow  Sarah  Warren  . 

3.  To  Leiftenant  Perrigrine  White 

4.  To  Mr.  Thomas  Prence 

5.  To  William  Bassett 

6.  To  Major  Winslow 


one  hundred  acrees 
one  hundred  acrees 
one  hundred  acrees 
one  hundred  acrees 
one  hundred  acrees 
one  hundred  acrees." 


Four  more  names  follow  to  make  total  1,000  acres.  Son  William  has  been  dead  now  for  four  years,  and 
since  the  grant  goes  back  to  1662  it  is  more  than  likely  that  the  reference  is  to  Wm  Bassett  Sen’r. 
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1675,  May  10.  Vol.  I,  p  2  T  V,  Bridgewater:  A  highway  is  to  run  by  “Goodman  Tomkins  and  old 
Goodm  Bassett”.  Though  dead  now  for  eight  years  his  name  still  attaches  to  the  homestead. 

1815.  Historian  F.  G.  Bassett  says,  “even  as  William  Bassett  was  one  of  the  largest  landowners  in  the 
early  day  so  in  1815  his  descendants  paid  the  largest  tax  in  Bridgewater.’’ 

1849.  P  66  Duxbury  Hist  (1849):  The  author  here  gives  this  interesting  little  summary:  “William 
Basset  or  Bassite,  a  passenger  of  the  second  ship,  the  Fortune,  removed  to  Duxbury  before  1639.  He  had 
two  in  his  family  on  his  arrival  in  1621.  In  1640  he  received  a  large  grant  of  100  acres  at  Beaver  Pond, 
and  was  a  very  large  land  owner.  He  left  at  his  death  a  valuable  library.  He  was  one  of  the  early  deputies 
of  the  town  and  a  man  of  some  note  in  the  Colony.” 

CHILDREN 

(all  born  in  Plymouth,  Mass.) 

1.  WILLIAM  b.  1624;  m.  a  1652,  Mary  Raynesford;  he  d.  May  29,  1670  x  46  she  d.  Apl.  12,  1694  x  62  4  ch 

They  lived  in  Sandwich  where  he  was  called  "Mr.”  He  was  a  blacksmith,  and  on  Mch.  1,  1658  9  he  was 
licensed  to  set  up  “an  ordinary”.  She  was  dau.  of  Dea.  Ed  w.  Raynesford  of  Boston.  Shem.  (2)  James  Percival 
of  Sandwich  and  Falmouth,  per  his  will,  and  they  had  prob.  3  children.  Son  Col.  William  Bassett  was  Marshall 
of  the  Colony,  and  J  udge  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  and  Register  of  Probate.  He  wrote  a  very  small  hand 
but  distinct  and  beautiful  and  easily  read. 

2.  ELIZABETH  b.  1626;  m.  (1)  Nov.  8,  1648,  Thomas  Burgess  Jun’r. 

They  lived  in  Sandwich,  Mass.  On  June  10,  1661  she  secured  divorce  because  of  his  misconduct  with  Lydia 
Guant,  perhaps  the  1st  divorce  in  the  Colony.  Thomas  &  Lydia  eloped  to  Newport,  Rhode  Island  where  they 
reared  a  family.  It  is  said  that  Elizabeth  m.  (2)  William  Hatch  and  that  she  d.  in  Swansea.  Nothing  is  known 
of  any  children. 

3.  NATHANIEL  b.  1628;  m.  (1)  Mary  or  Dorcas  Joyce;  he  d.  Jan’y  17,  1709  10  x  S2  she  d.  bef.  husband  10  ch 

He  m.  (2)  Hannah  who  d.  1710.  He  settled  in  Marshfield  and  then  in  Yarmouth.  Was  very  worthy  citizen, 
though  at  23  he  was  fined  20s  for  disturbing  divine  service  in  Duxbury  on  the  Lord’s  day.  He  was  constable 
at  Yarmouth.  His  will,  dated  6  days  before  death,  is  carefully  drawn  and  contains  much  genealogical  informa¬ 
tion.  It  mentions  "grandmother  Joyce”. 

4.  SARAH  b.  a  1630;  m.  1648,  Capt.  Perigrene  White;  she  d.  Jan'y  20,  171 1/12  ac  81  (G  S  R)  he  d.  July  20,  1704  6  ch 

x  84 

They  lived  in  Marshfield.  He  was  b.  Nov.  20,  1620,  in  Cape  Cod  Harbor,  the  first  white  child  b.  in  New 
England.  He  was  the  "auncient  bearrer”  of  the  Colony.  He  joined  the  Church  late  in  life  and  repented  nc 
doubt  of  the  errors  of  youth.  Sarah  herself  was  once  presented  to  Court  with  him.  His  will  was  dated  July 
14,  1704,  6  days  before  death.  His  mother,  made  a  widow  in  the  first  winter,  married  in  the  Spring  Edward 
Winslow,  later  Governor. 

5.  RUTH  b.  a  1633;  m.  1655,  John  Sprague;  she  d.  he  d.  Mch.  26,  1676  7  ch 

They  lived  in  Marshfield.  On  June  8,  1655,  they  were  both  presented  to  Court.  John  was  killed  in  the  “Swamp 

Fight”,  King  Philip's  War.  She  m.  (2) - Thomas  of  Marshfield  as  per  deed  she  signed  as  "Widow  Ruth 

Thomas”.  Son  John  Sprague  settled  in  Lebanon,  Ct. 

6.  JOSEPH  b.  a  lc.35;  m.  (1)  a  1658,  Mary  Lapham  (see  below). 


JOSEPH  BASSETT 
MARY  LAPHAM 
b.  a  1641 
d.  1676  as  a  35 


b.  a  1635 
m.  (1)  about  1658 
Mary  Lapham 
m.  (2)  Oct.  16,  1677 
Martha  Hobart 
he  d.  1712  as  a  77 


1641.  Vol.  I,  p  98  P  Ct,  Plymouth:  Mary 
Lapham  was  born  at  Scituate,  Mass.,  the  second 

'.L 

) 
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1635.  Mr.  John  Mcllvene  judged,  and  we 
agree,  that  this  is  the  probable  approximate  date 
of  birth  of  Joseph  Bassett  at  Plymouth.  If  cor¬ 
rect  he  was  about  two  years  old  when  the  family 
moved  to  Duxbury  and  about  twenty  years  old 
when  they  moved  again  to  Bridgewater.  The 
chances  are  he  was  not  married  as  yet.  Bridge- 
water  records  are  very  deficient  in  early  vital 
statistics.  .• 
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of  four  brethren,  as  per  father’s  will,  and  she  was 
left  an  orphan  at  three.  Her  mother  m.  (2) 
Joseph’s  father  William,  when  she  was  around  ten, 
hence  Joseph  had  ample  opportunity  to  get  ac¬ 
quainted  with  her,  he  being  six  years  old  when 
she  was  born. 

1676.  At  the  early  age  of  about  35,  with  seven 
young  children  sorely  needing  her,  she  was  called 
home. 


1655.  Probably  this  is  the  year  when  his  father 
moved  with  first  settlers  to  West  Bridgewater  and 
no  doubt  Joseph  moved  with  him,  being  his 
father’s  right  hand  man  in  the  management  of  the 
blacksmith  shop.  They  moved  to  the  North  side 
of  Town  River,  being  original  proprietors.  In 
Vol.  I,  p  22  at  Bridgewater  Jos.  Bassett’s  land  is 
recorded:  “sixt  acors  of  upland  for  a  garden  next 
unto  his  Father  running  in  length  North  &  South.” 
Also  20  acres  of  upland  “being  at  Mattfield”. 


1658.  Mr.  John  Mcllvene  of  Northampton,  a  very  keen  Bassett  historian,  was  almost  certain  that 
Joseph  Bassett  married  (1)  about  this  year  his  step  sister  Mary  Lapham.  If  so  he  was  now  23  while  she 
was  about  17.  For  one  thing  the  names  of  her  children  are  common  with  the  names  of  her  family  ancestors. 
She  died  in  1676  aged  about  35,  leaving  seven  young  children. 


1664,  Apl.  15.  Vol.  I,  p  37  T  V:  “These  men  are  chosen  by  the  towne  to  lay  out  hie  wayes  wheare  they 
are  not  laid  out  namely  Goodman  Bassett  Jun,”  et  al. 


1665,  Sept.  6.  P  40  Do:  Joseph  Bassett  is  on  committee  “to  lay  out  common  meddows.” 


1665,  October  9.  P  45  Do:  “Lotts  lotted  heare  in  the  towne  of  Bridgwater  they  fall  as  followeth: 
Imprimis  upon  poore  meadow:”  Joseph  Bassett  is  22d  in  this  list,  followed  by  note,  “Joseph  Bassett’s 
land  wth  the  2  holes  of  meddow.” 


1667,  May  3.  This  is  the  day  when  Father  Bassett  wills  his  tools  to  Joseph.  The  fact  that  the  home¬ 
stead  was  willed  by  Father  William  ultimately  “to  son  William’s  son  William”,  who  was  now  only  11 
years  old,  would  indicate  that  Joseph  was  amply  settled  in  his  own  home,  where  now  six  children  are 
gracing  the  fire  side. 

1668,  July  3.  Vol.  I,  p  33  T  V:  It  was  agreed  to  lay  a  foundation  for  a  “Ware  to  catch  the  Alewifes 
herein  the  Towne  River  &  yt  Joseph  Bassett  &  his  companie  is  to  lay  &  make  the  foundation  of  the  .ware 
at  Satuccut  to  catch  the  Alewifes  there  and  the  Town  is  to  se  them  paid  for  it.” 

1668,  Vol.  I,  p  1  P  R,  Bridgewater  (at  Plymouth):  As  shown  above  both  William  Bassett  and  son 
Joseph  held  rights  Nos.  19  and  41  respectively  among  the  56  rights  which  participated  in  the  distribution 
of  Bridgewater  land  four  miles  from  the  centre.  A  distribution  planned  this  year  was  not  actually  made 
till  Feb’y  5,  1682/3  when  Joseph  still  held  right  41,  but  William  Bassett’s  right  19,  which  descended  to 
Joseph’s  nephew  William,  had  been  sold  and  was  now  held  by  Isaac  Harris. 

1669,  June  1.  Vol.  V,  p  10  P  C:  Under  “Constables  of  the  Severall  Townes”,  of  which  there  are  14 
named,  this  entry  appears:  "Bridgwater  ....  Joseph  Bassett,  sworne.” 

1670,  May  7.  Vol.  I,  p  59  TV:  “It  was  Agred  upon  by  the  Towne  meet  together  that  those  men  here 
mentioned  together  with  the  Celect  men  namly  Joseph  Bassett”  and  5  others,  “should  treat  &.  Consider 
how  we  may  Rate  our  meadows  belonging  to  the  towne.” 

1670,  June  7.  Vol.  V,  p  25  P  C:  Under  the  heading  “Surveyors  of  the  Highwaies”  we  find  among  eleven 
towns  named  the  following:  “Bridgwater  ....  Joseph  Bassett,  Robert  Latham.” 

1670,  July  8.  Vol.  I,  p  59  TV :  “  It  was  agreed  upon  by  the  Towne  mett  together  that  the  Cedar  Swamp 
shall  be  all  laid  out.”  Joseph  Bassett  is  one  of  those  who  “weare  to  be  paid  for  their  paines  by  their  sev¬ 
erall  Companies”,  since  they  were  to  do  the  work. 

1672,  June  17.  P  64  Do:  “The  Towne  being  mett  to  chuse  &  give  oath  to  a  Jury  for  the  Laying  out  of 

uaycs  convenient  in  the  towne”  according  to  a  Gen’l  Court  order,  did  choose  Joseph  Bassett  among  the 
twelve. 
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1674,  May  16.  P  144  Do:  “Officers  chosen:  for  surveyors  John  Ames  Sen  &  Joseph  Bassett. 

1675  Vol  I  p  116  L  R,  Bridgewater  (at  Plymouth) ;  oldest  volume  begins  this  year:  “The  uplands  and 
meddow  lands’of  Joseph  Bassett  Sr  within  the  Townshipp  of  Bridgewater: 

..  Imnrimis  Seventeene  acors  of  lands  at  home  wheare  he  now  liveth  be  it  more  or  less  running  in  length 
North  or  South  or  therabouts  buting  uppon  the  river  liing  betweene  the  lands  of  Joseph  Aldens  to  e 

East  and  that  which  was  his  owne  ffathers  to  the  west. 

“Secondly.  Twenty  acors  of  uplands  butting  upon  Rattfeild  river  being  twenty  poole  wide  and  eight  score 

“THrdir  Forty  acres  liing  below  the  place  where  the  rivers  meet  runing  NE&SWon  the  river,  the 
Commons  being  on  S  E  side,  and  ould  Goodman  Heywards  land  to  N  W  side,  being  40  pole  wide,  18 

“  Fourtly5.11  Twenty  acres  below  Satucket  river  on  Satucket  side  40  pole  wide  4  score  long  50th  lot  in  order 
as  laid  out. 

“Fiftly.  Ten  acres  of  uplands  at  the  centretree  40  poole  W,  4  score  long. 

"Sixtlv  One  lot  medow  on  river  bet.  Samuel  Edson  Senr  W  and  Sam  1  Leonard  E. 

•■Seventhly  One  lot  meddow  liing  in  Shlashing  Cove  between  Corg  Partrig  W  &  Joseph  Wadsworth  E. 
••Eightly.  One  lott  meddow  at  Poote  medow  on  both  sides  brook  bet.  Sami  Parker  sene  N  and  Joseph 

••  kTomTiftv  acres  on  S  side  of  pond  of  Bridgwater  or  Nuckatastest  pond  50  pole  W  &  IS  score  pole  long, 
ttween  jLph  Bassett  and  Sam'l  Packer  sene,  (on  Oct.  29,  1584  Sam'l  Packer  Senr  makes  w,U  men- 
tioning  "lott  of  50  acres”  in  Bridgewater  lying  “Next  to  Joseph  Bassett  s  lott  neare  to  the  Pond.  ) 
"More.  Ten  acres  at  hed  of  Goodman  Alden’s  hous  lot  and  joining  to  his  own  house  at  West  end. 

“  More.  Three  acres  next  his  ten  acre  lot  by  Goodman  Aldins. 

“More.  Ten  acres  of  woodland  on  north  side  of  towne  River  below  Goodman  Aldens. 

“More.  Five  acres  woodland  between  path  to  Thomas  Washborns  and  Centre  Swamp. 

“More.  Five  acres  of  woodland  between  Goodman  Aldens  house  and  his  fields. 

“More.  Five  acres  island  in  Great  pond  near  his  50  acre  lot. 

“More.  Eight  acres  east  of  head  of  great  meddow  near  his  50  acre  lot.” 

1677  Oct  16  Vol.  I,  p  42  B  M  D,  Hingham:  “Joseph  Basset  &  Martha  Hobart  the  Daughter  of 
Edmund  Hobart  were  marryed  by  Captaine  Joshua  Hobart  the  16th  Day  of  October,  1677  Josep ^  was 

nmv  48  and  the  bride  was  30.  Captain  Joshua  was  a  maritime  Captain.  He  was  a  deputy  to  the  Ge 
Sun  and  had  ConLiSoner's  £wer  to  officiate  at  weddings.  Martha’s  father  Edmund  was  a  twin 
brother  of  Rev  Peter  Hobart,  who  was  graduate  of  Cambridge  University,  England,  and  was  honor 
pastor  for  9  years  «  Hingham,  Eng.,  and  for  44  years  at  Hingham,  Mass.  Captain  Joshua  was  her  uncle 
h^  father’s  brother.  The  Hingham  history,  speaking  of  this  marriage,  says  “they  undoubtedly  remove 
W  Bridgewater".  The  fact  is.  however,  he  probably  never  did  live  in  Hingham,  but  went  there  simply  for 
this  his  second  bride.  The  writer  spent  sevetal  hours  at  Hingham  hunting  in  the  old  record 
evidence  of  this  Joseph  Bassett’s  living  there,  but  could  find  none. 

1679  lune  3  Vol  VI,  p  6  P  C:  The  Court  appoints  Joseph  Bassett  and  Joseph  Alden  "surveors  of  the 
highwa'ii“  for  Bridgewater.  Nathaniel,  his  brother,  was  on  same  job  for  Yarmouth  and  out  Robert 
Crossman  for  TauntI  This  is  the  same  day  on  which  Josiah  Winslow,  Esq.  d«9-W80).  ’ m- 

chief  of  the  Allied  forces  in  King  Philip's  War,  was  re-elected  governor  -  the  first  Massachusetts  Gover 

to  be  born  on  American  soil. 

16S0,  June  11.  Vol.  I,  p  77  T  V:  "The  Towne  being  mett  did  fully  agree  &  Consent  that  these  term ,  men 
should  build  and  maintain  a  good  substantial!  horsebndge  over  the  river  neare  whe  c 
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meet.  This  is  known  today  as  Pope’s  Bridge  and  Joseph  Bassett  is  one  of  these  ten,  who  were  to  be 
“freed  from  highway  work”  while  on  the  bridge  committee. 

1683,  Dec.  24.  P  81  Do:  “The  purchasers  being  mett  together  it  was  then  proposed  to  them  the  laying 
out  of  great  divisions  of  land  to  every  purchaser  around  the  outside  of  the  towne.”  Joseph  Bassett  appears 
among  those  who  “are  to  have  a  mile  in  breadth  inward  from  the  West  line”. 

1685,  May.  P  161  Do:  In  the  “Great  Lotts,  begining  towards  the  Easterly  side”  of  the  “lands  on  the 
North  side  of  Titicut  River”,  Joseph  Bassett  had  63d  choice. 

1686/7,  Feb’y  7.  P  107  Do:  In  a  division  of  504  acres  “in  the  severall  parts  of  the  towne”  Joseph 
Bassett  appears  among  the  42  benefited.  William  Bassett  also  appears,  who  I  take  to  be  Joseph’s  nephew 
William,  heir  to  Father  William  Bassett’s  real  estate.  Joseph’s  son  William  is  now  but  15  years  old. 

1686/7,  Feb’y  10.  P  103  Do:  “The  names  of  the  men  on  the  north  side  of  the  towne  River  below  good 
Aldene.”  Joseph  Bassett  is  one  of  these. 

1686/7,  Feb  y  10.  P  104  Do:  Josep  Basset  drew  52d  choice  in  the  list  of  those  who  have  a  “purchas 
interest”  and  who  are  “to  chuse  a  ten  acore  lot  of  medow”. 

1694,  Sept.  4.  P  128  Do:  Joseph  Basset  is  56th  in  a  list  of  64  who  participated  in  a  distribution  of  lots 
which  “Run  west  for  its  length  to  Tanton  bounds  the  breadth  being  foure  Rod”. 

1694,  Sept.  22.  Vol.  I,  p  118  L  R,  Bridgewater  (at  Plymouth):  “Joseph  Bassett  Sen  of  Bridgewater 
haveing  my  share  cedar  swamp  in  Cutting  Cove  cedar  swamp  it  being  the  foureteenth  part  of  sd  swamp 
Know  all  men  by  these  presents  that  I  sd  Joseph  Basset  have  solde  one  quarter  part  of  my  sd  share  of 
cedars  in  sd  swamp  with  a  quarter  part  of  cedars  of  my  purchas  right  in  a  litell  cedar  swamp  att  the  head 
of  my  sons  land  neare  the  great  pond  for  the  full  sume  of  sixteen  shillings  unto  Thomas  Wod  somtime 
inhabitant  in  Scituate.” 

1700,  May  14.  Vol.  I,  p  163  T  V:  “The  Purchasers  of  Bridgewater  cast  lots  for  choice”  in  a  division 
of  ten  acres.  “Jo  Baset”  drew  48th  choice. 

1701.  Vol.  I,  p  118  L  R,  Bridgewater  (at  Plymouth):  “Ten  acres  laid  out  for  Joseph  Bassett  in  17C1: 
which  he  sold  to  William  Hersy  of  Hingham  liing  on  the  Easterly  side  of  Pourters  saw  mill  begining  at  a 
white  oake  marked  on  :  4  :  sides  runing  fourty  rod  to  a  maple  marked  on  :  4  :  sides  &  from  this  runing 
Northerly  to  a  white  oake  marked  on  :  4  :  sides  &  from  this  runing  Westerly  to  a  burch  marked  on  •  4  • 
sides.” 

1702/3,  Jan’y  18.  Do:  “Joseph  Bassett  Sen  &  Isaac  Johnson  being  agreed  about  theire  five  acre  lotts 
of  Wood  lands  liing  Southerly  or  Southwesterly  of  the  Center  tree,”  agree  to  exchange  the  6th  &  7th 
lots  of  that  division. 

1704,  May  26.  Do:  “More  Sixty  nine  acres  near  the  pond”  beginning  at  a  red  oak  running  South 
South  East  104  pole  to  a  stake  and  heap  of  stones,  thence  East  Northeast  108  pole  to  stones,  thence  North 
North  East  104  pole  to  a  white  oak  in  swamp,  thence  “to  the  bounds  first  mentioned”. 

1704,  May  26.  Do:  “More  Eight  acres  of  land  near  William  Bassets  house  beginning  at  the  road  that 
goes  from  ye  pond  at  a  rock”  .... 

1705/6,  February  5.  Vol.  I,  p  131  T  V:  Joseph  Bassett  participates  in  the  Tuticut  purchase  and  Good¬ 
man  Bassett  is  one  of  the  seven  men  who  are  appointed  by  the  purchasers  “to  settle  bounds  with  the 
Indian  concerned  with  Charles  his  land  and  to  bound  out  the  Teticut  lotts”.  In  this  purchase  “  Widdow 
Bassett”  participates  also. 

1710/11,  Mch.  5.  Vol.  II,  p  99  T  V:  “The  Town  of  Bridgewater  being  regularly  assembled  did  pass  a 
clear  vote  for  building  one  single  seat  forward  both  before  the  old  Galleries  and  also  before  the  front 
Gallery  in  the  Meeting  House.  And  also  at  the  same  time  voted  that  Joseph  Bassett”  and  four  others 
should  sit  in  the  second  seat”. 
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1712  Pill  Bridgewater  Hist  (1840):  Joseph  Bassett’s  death,  like  so  many  in  the  early  days,  is  not 
recorded.  He  died  no  doubt  at  home  in  Bridgewater  at  about  seventy-seven.  Perhaps  the  following  land 
record  was  completed  as  result  of  his  demise. 

1712  13  Feb’v  7.  Vol.  I,  p  1 19  L  R,  Bridgewater  (at  Plymouth):  Joseph  Bassett  s  purchase  right  of 
Cedar  Swamp  which  fell  in  Cutting  Cove  swamp  namely,  two  lots  -  one  Great  lot,  one  small  lot.  These 
lots  were  laid  out  in  March  16  -  and  the  bounds  again  renewed  Feb’y  7,  1712  13.” 

1716/17  Mch  14  Vol  I,  p  6  T  V,  Norton:  “Martha  Basit  the  wido  of  Joseph  Basit  of  bridgewater 
Removed  in  to  Norton  and  died  the  14  day  of  Mch..  1716/17."  She  moved  to  Norton  probably  with  her 
own  son  Jeremiah  in  1713,  the  year  following  her  husband  Joseph's  death.  Jeremiah  had  inherited  t  e 
homestead  but  sold  it  the  same  year  to  Isaac  Johnson  and  moved  to  Norton  where  he  became  the  first 
schoolmaster  of  the  town.  His  mother,  coming  from  a  ministerial  family  connection,  had  no  doubt 

schooled  him  for  this  profession. 

CHILDREN 

(all  bom  at  Bridgewater;  1st  seven  by  first  wife;  last  by  2d  wife.) 

1  MARY  b.  a  1659;  m.  Dec.  19,  1675.  Richard  Jennings;  she  d.  1734  *  a  75  he  d- 

They  were  m.  in  Sandwich,  Mass.  He  was  in  "Swamp  Fight”,  1676.  She  d.  in  Bndgewater.  Either  he  or  a 
son  d.  1751.  This  Mary  was  long  confused  with  her  cousin  Mary,  daughter  of  William  2d,  who  m.  Oct.  22, 

1676,  John  Redding  of  Sandwich. 

2  JOSEPH  b.  a  1664;  m.  Nov.  5.  1691,  Bathyah  Eaton;  he  d.  a  Jan’y,  1735/6  x  a .  62  she  d.  befi  husband 
J  They  were  m.  at  Taunton,  Maj.  Thos.  Leonard  officiating.  They  lived  in  Bndgewater;  inv  y.  £525-10-00. 

In  will  mentions  brother  William  Bassett  and  “Kinsman  Joseph  Bassett”,  who  d.  in  1/41. 

3.  WILLIAM  b.  a  1667;  m.  June  14,  1693,  Sarah  Sweetland  (see  below) 

4  LYDIA  b.  1671  twin;  m.  1689,  Daniel  Whittemore;  she  d.  Apl.  6,  1755  ae  84  he  d.  Sept.  21,  1  /56  s  95 

They  lived  in  Malden,  Mass.  In  1704  he  gave  £1-10-00  toward  “enlarging  ye  met.ng  house  . 

5  RUTH  b.  1671  twin;  m.  Dec.  22,  1692,  John  Whittemore 

They  lived  in  Charlestown,  Mass.  In  Oct.,  1704,  he  gave  £1-0-0  “towards  ye  Inlargmg  of  Maldm  meting 

house  ”. 

6.  ELIZABETH  b.  a  1674;  m.  William  Fenton;  she  d.  bef.  Nov.  11,  1724  (Ply  L  R,  XIX,  165j. 

They  were  of  Bridgewater.  Children  not  found. 

7.  ELNATHAN  b.  a  1676;  m.  June  19,  1702,  Mary  Hill;  he  d.  Apl.  20,  1750  a»  a  74  she  „ 

He  was  Constable  in  1637.  Lived  in  E.  Bridgewater.  Only  child  found  was  Mary  who  m.  Mch.  4,  1/24. 

Samuel  Beal  and  she  d.  at  Norton.  ^  __ 

8  JEREMIAH  b.  1678;  m.  Mch.  3,  1721,  Mary  Felch;  he  d.  July  29,  1768  *  90  she  d.  Feo’y  20,  1  /76 

On  May  9,  1713,  “Jeremiah  Bassett  took  up  a  stray  mare”  in  Bndgewater.  He  mhented  the  homestead  .n 
1713  but  sold  it  the  same  year  and  moved  to  Norton  where  he  became  the  1st  schoolmaster.  1  hey  moved  late 
in  life  to  Taunton;  he  d.  there.  She  was  of  Weston  and  was  prob.  the  “Old  Mrs.  Bassett  who  d.  as  above. 


3  ch 


10  ch 


7  ch 


1  ch 


7  ch 


WILLIAM  BASSETT 


b.  a  1667 


SARAH  SWEETLAND 
b.  a  1674 
d.  Apl.  13,  1703 
x  a  29 

m. 


m.  (1)  June  14,  1693 
Sarah  Sweetland 
m.  (2)  June  23,  1703 
Wid.  Mary  Bump 
(3)  Feb’y  19,  1718/19 
Mary  Mahurin 
d.  a  1734  ae  a  67 


1674.  Sarah  Sweetland  was  born  before  her 
parents  settled  in  Salem,  Mass.,  apparently,  for 
her  birth  is  not  recorded  there  though  the  younger 
children  are.  Her  marriage  record  in  1693  states 


1667.  There  is  no  record  of  the  birth  of  this 
William  Bassett.  It  took  place  no  doubt  at  Bridge- 
water  where  the  parents  were  living  and  the  date 
is  about  correct.  Farming  was,  so  far  as  we  have 
found,  his  only  specialty  in  which  he  had  the  help 
of  a  large  family  -  three  wives  and  nine  children. 
His  whole  life  was  spent  in  Bridgewater. 

1690,  Mch.  28.  Vol.  I,  p  320  L  R.  Bridgewater 
(at  Plymouth):  Here  are  eleven  pieces  of  land 
recorded  to  “William  Bassett  Sene”,  the  first 
piece  being  “Sixe  acars  wheare  widdow  Bassett 
now  liveth  on  the  North  side  of  the  river”.  All 
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that  she  was  from  Bridgewater;  hence  she  was 
living  there,  perhaps  with  relatives  and  perhaps 
under  hire.  Her  presence  there  at  any  rate  ac¬ 
counts  for  the  winning  of  her  husband.  Her  con¬ 
nection  with  the  Salem  family  is  proved  by  the 
law  suit  in  Connecticut  which  follows.  It  was 
brought  by  both  the  Bassett  and  the  Sweetland 
grandchildren  and  connects  her  name  and  her 
brother’s  positively.  The  suit  is  the  more  in¬ 
teresting  because  it  was  brought  against  one  of 
the  most  prominent  public  men  of  New  London 
County. 

1703,  Apl.  13.  Vol.  II,  p  435  V  R,  Ptd,  Bridge- 
water:  Sarah  Sweetland  died  at  the  early  age  of 
about  29.  She  had  borne  four  children,  the  young¬ 
est  being  but  seven  months  old  at  her  death. 

1764,  May  10.  Vol.  X,  p  83  G  A  of  Conn; 
[“Anno  Regni  Regis  Georgii  tertii  quarto]:  Upon 
the  petition  of  John  Swetland  and  Joseph  Swet- 
land  of  Hartford,  and  William  Swetland,  Jona¬ 
than  Swetland,  Peter  Swetland  and  John  Closon 
and  Zeruiah  his  wife,  of  Hebron,  and  Caleb  Swet¬ 
land  of  Kent,  and  Joseph  Bassett  of  Bridgewater 
in  the  Province  of  Mass.  Bay,  William  Bassett  and 
Gideon  Bassett  of  Norton,  and  Nathan  Bassett  of 
Bridgewater,  all  in  said  Province,  the  decendants 
and  heirs  of  John  Swetland  late  of  Lebanon,  de¬ 
ceased,  of  Joseph  Swetland  and  of  Sarah  Bassett, 
deceased,  preferred  to  this  Assembly  in  May  last 
and  thence  by  divers  continuences  brought  here 
against  John  Richards  Esq.,  of  New  London, 
showing  ....  that  in  May,  1760  they  peti¬ 
tioned  the  Assembly  against  the  said  John  Rich¬ 
ards  Esq.,  setting  forth  that  Benjamin  Swetland 
their  relative  ancester,  formerly  of  New  London, 
since  deceased,  by  will  and  testament  gave  to  his 
then  wife  Hannah  Swetland  the  use  of  certain 
goods  &  chatties  during  her  natural  life  and  then 
to  go  to  the  parents  &c  aforesaid  of  the  petitioners 
whom  they  represent;  that  said  Hannah  afterward 
died,  leaving  a  last  will  and  the  said  Richards  her 
executor,  who  took  unto  his  custody  the  said  goods 

and  estate . Thereupon  in  May,  1760  a 

committee  was  appointed  which  in  Oct.,  1760  did 
report,  the  same  being  accepted  and  approved;  in 
which  report  it  was  found  that  said  John  Richards 
had  in  his  custody  and  detained  &c  a  negro  man 
called  Mingo,  one  negro  woman  called  Rose,  a  sil¬ 
ver  tankard,  parringer  and  spoons,  silver  money 


evidence  considered  we  believe  this  to  be  a  list  of 
the  land  left  by  the  first  Wm.  Bassett  to  his  grand¬ 
son  William,  who  is  now  24  years  old.  This  is 
young  to  be  called  “Senior”,  but  yet  he  is  the 
oldest  William  Bassett  living;  hence,  on  the  whole, 
we  believe  the  “senior”  refers  to  the  first  William 
even  though  dead  now  for  23  years. 

1693,  June  14.  Vol.  36,  p  20  N  E  H  &  G:  Here 
we  find  the  first  wedding  knot  of  William  Bassett 
tied  by  Rev.  Peter  Thatcher  at  Milton,  Mass. 
The  minister  records  in  his  diary  that  “both  were 
from  Bridgewater”.  Was  it  a  run  away  match? 
Twelve  years  later  her  brother  Capt.  Joseph 
Sweetland  was  married  at  Milton,  where  he  was 
then  living,  the  same  minister  officiating.  In  1693 
Joseph  was  but  ten  years  old  and  as  late  as  1688 
at  least  he  was  living  with  his  parents  at  Salem. 
Of  course  there  may  have  been  family  connections 
here  by  which  the  match  of  William  and  Sarah 
was  fathered  and  mothered. 

1694/5,  Mch.  8.  Vol.  I,  p  140  T  V,  Bridgewater: 
“Purchasers  cast  lots  for  chois:  for  the  above  sd 
Ten  acres.”  Will  Basst  drew  4Sth  choice  while  his 
father  Joseph  drew  5  th  choice.  Since  William  Bas¬ 
sett,  his  grandfather’s  heir,  had  sold  his  purchase 
right  it  must  be  that  Joseph’s  son  William  has 
now  acquired  a  right. 

1702,  Dec.  24.  Vol.  II,  p  60  T  V:  A  highway  is 
laid  out  “and  so  to  William  Bassetts  house  in  the 
beaten  way  on  ye  Northward  of  his  house”.  With¬ 
in  four  months  from  now  a  pall  falls  over  the  house 
with  the  death  of  Sarah  the  mother. 

1703,  June 23.  Vol.  I,  p  154  T  V:  “William  Bas¬ 
set  and  Mary  Bump  were  Joyned  together  in  Mar¬ 
riage  June  23,  1703.”  Mary  was  from  Middleboro, 
the  name  being  spelled  sometimes  Bumpas.  This 
wedding  was  only  71  days  after  Sarah’s  death  thus 
illustrating  anew  the  economic  pressure  of  the  early 
day  which  made  quick  co-operation  of  this  kind 
much  more  common  then  than  now.  The  inten¬ 
tion  of  marriage,  says  the  record,  was  not  recorded. 

1717/18,  Feb’y  4.  Vol.  I,  p  120  L  R,  Bridge- 
water  (at  Plymouth) :  William  Bassett  and  Joseph 
Bassett,  having  an  equal  interest  in  a  certain  tract 
of  land,  whereon  they  now  dwell,  being  6  acres  and 
50  acres  at  Pond,  agree  to  a  division  of  same.  “We 
do  mutually  agree  that  this  dividing  line  shall  be 
the  bounds  between  us  and  our  heirs  at  all  times 


. 
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and  a  sum  in  old  tenor  bills,  also  a  bond  against 
Thos  Fosdick  for  £431-0-0,  old  tenor,  on  interest, 
etc.,  as  by  said  report  at  large  may  appear,  pray- 
ing  to  have  said  several  goods  paid  and  deli\ered 
over  to  the  petitioners  by  said  John  Richards,  as 
by  the  petition  on  file:”  [Whereupon  the  Assembly 
appointed  another  Committee  of  three  to  look  into 
the  whole  matter  and  report  at  next  session.] 

1764,  Oct.  11.  Vol.  X,  p  110  G  A:  Above  com¬ 
mittee  reported  that  the  said  articles  by  the4  will 
of  Benjamin  Swetland,  deceased,  did  of  right  be¬ 
long  to: 

1  The  first  dissenting  church  at  New  London. 

2  The  old  North  Church  at  Boston. 

3.  John,  Joseph,  William,  Jonathan  and  Peter  Swet¬ 
land. 

4.  Zeruiah  Clauson. 

5  Caleb  Swetland. 

^  6.  Nathan  Bassett,  William  Bassett,  Joseph  Bassett 
and  Gideon  Bassett,  the  said  petioners,  and  also  to 

7.  William  Lovet,  Sarah  Lovet  and  Grace  Lovet,  all  of 
said  Beverly,  children  of  Agnes  Lovet  of  Beverly, 
deceased. 

8.  That  John  Richards  should  pay  £64  for  the  use  of 
Mingo  and  £6  for  the  use  of  Rose. 

9.  That  said  Richards  should  deliver  to  each  ot  above 
two  Churches  11K  oz.  of  silver  or  else  £3-15s-Od 


and  for  ever.”  This  was  our  William  and  his  older 
brother  Joseph,  both  residents  of  Bridgewater. 
This  is  listed  under  Joseph’s  land  holdings. 

1717  18,  Feb’y  4.  Do:  “Twelve  acres  of  land 
laid  out  to  Joseph  Bassett  and  William  Bassett 

near  William  Snow’s  land  by  Tetaquat  line”  .... 

1718/19,  Feb’y  19.  Vol.  I,  p  257  VR:  “William 
Bassit  and  Mary  Mahurin  were  joined  together 
in  Marriage  by  Mr.  Benjamin  Allen”.  This  is 
William’s  3rd  marriage  which  was  at  Bridgewater 
and  at  age  of  about  47.  The  intention  of  marriage 
was  not  recorded,  says  the  record. 

1720/21,  Mch.  2d  Monday.  Vol.  II,  p  234  TV: 
“At  the  Election  of  Town  officers”  there  were 
chosen  “for  Surveyors  of  Highways  William  Bas¬ 
sett”  and  7  others. 

1731/2,  Jan’y  24.  P  248  Do:  William  Bassett 
drew  30:56  choice  in  the  distribution  of  “the  old 
Training  Field  by  James  Dunbars  in  sd  Bridge- 
water.”  William  is  now  some  65  years  old.  Mr. 
John  Mcllvene  says  he  died  about  1734.  There  is 
no  probate  record  at  Plymouth  and  we  could  locate 
nothing  further  about  him  in  Vols.  I  and  II  of 
Town  Clerk  Hewitt’s  records  at  his  home  town  of 
Bridgewater. 


10. 


11. 


12. 


each. 

That  he  should  pay  to  Peter  Swetland,  or  heirs, - - - 

!&£  ZXZ  of  *.  n*™. ./.« h  of  USE 

isr - °f 

silver  or  pay  £17-13-4  lawful  money;  ChurcheS  made  a  legal  assignment  of  all  their  right  to  Maj. 

Charl^Bulkley^ate  of  N^nd^deceased,  and  therefore'  that  all  the  above  ^  excepting  the  two  Churches’ 


CHILDREN 

(first  4  by  1st  wife;  last  5  by  second  wife;  all  of  these  are  recorded  in  Bridgewater,  Vol.  2,  p  40  V  R.) 

1.  WILLIAM  b.  Mch.  11.  1694;  m.  Mch.  18,  1718/19.  Mary  Crossman  (see  below) 

2.  JOSEPH  b.  Feb’y  15,  1696;  m.  Jan’y  13,  1724,  Elizabeth  Ames;  he  d.  Aug.  5,  1741,  ae  45  she  d.  Jan’y  18,  3  ch 

1743/44 

They  resided  in  Bridgewater;  he  left  a  will.  They  were  married  in  Boston. 

3.  RUTH  b.  May  14,  1700;  m.  Mch.  23,  1730  Joseph  Davis;  she  d.  Apl.  26,  1730,  *  30 

They  lived  in  Bridgewater. 

4.  NATHAN  b.  Sept.  5,  1702;  m.  Feb’y  7,  1733,  Hannah  Washburn;  he  d.  July,  1762,  *  60 

They  Uved  in  Bridgewater  and  Norton.  Son  Jonathan  settled  in  KiU.ngly,  Conn. 

5.  SARAH  b.  May  2,  1704;  she  d.  soon,  probably 

6.  ELIZABETH  b.  May  28,  1706;  she  d.  1742,  x  36  unm. 


he  d. 

she  d.  1756 


7  ch 
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7.  THANKFUL  b.  Dec.  30,  1710.  This  girl  has  not  been  traced. 

8.  BENJAMIN  b.  Dec.  2,  U12;  m.  Nov.  17,  1737,  Hannah  Macomber 

They  lived  in  Bridgewater,  but  may  have  removed  since  d.  is  not  found  and  children  m.  elsewhere. 

9.  SETH  b.  May  22,  1715;  m.  1737,  Mary  Hayward 

He  went  to  New  Hampshire,  says  Mitchell's  “Bridgewater”;  but  he  was  in  Easton  and  in  Conn,  after  leaving 
Bridgewater.  She  was  from  Raynham. 


1694,  Mch.  1 1.  Vol.  II,  p  40  V  R,  Bridgewater: 
William  Bassett’s  birth  is  here  recorded,  the  first 
of  nine  children.  He  grew  to  manhood  no  doubt  at 
home  in  Bridgewater  and  sometime  between  1713 
and  1719  he  removed  to  Norton  to  start  life  anew. 
The  residence  there  of  his  grandmother  Martha 
and  uncle  Jeremiah,  the  Schoolmaster,  probably 
opened  the  way.  He  became  a  yoeman  and  a 
tanner  and  was  a  prosperous  and  useful  man 
throughout  a  long  life  of  4  score  years  and  ten, 
about  60  years  of  which  were  spent  in  Norton. 

1718  19,  Mch.  18.  Vol.  I,  p  12  V  R,  Norton: 
Here  is  the  quaint  old  style  in  which  this  and  other 
valuable  vital  facts  are  recorded:  “Mch.  the  18 
day  1718/19  William  Basit  of  Norton  and  Mary 
Crosman  of  Tanton  were  married  by  Mr.  Joseph 
Avery  the  children  of  the  sd  William  Bassett  and 
Mary  Bassett  were  borne  as  foloweth : 

“Gideon  was  Borne  ye  9  th  day  of  October  1717. 
“Sarah  was  Borne  ye  15th  day  of  August  1721  & 
dyed  18th  November  1721. 

“Ruth  Bassett  was  Borne  ye  7th  of  March  1723 
and  dyed  ye  20  of  Feb’y  1733/4. 

“Mary  Bassett  was  Borne  November  the  15th  1724  &  dyed  ye  ...  . 

“and  William  Basset  was  Borne  ye  5  of  June  1726 

“Solomon  was  Borne  ye  22  of  Apl  1730  &  dyed  ye  6  of  May  1735” 

1734.  P  299  Norton  Hist  (1859):  William  Bassett,  John  Andrews  and  two  others  were  chosen  “tithing 
men  and  wardens”.  These  are  described  in  the  Norton  History  as  “prudent  and  discrete  persons”.  His 
son  Gideon  held  the  same  office  in  1  <42  and  1  /  50,  and  son  William,  below,  held  it  in  1765.  As  tithing  man 
he  was  doing  his  bit  to  hold  up  the  Pilgrim  standard  in  America  in  an  age  when  Puritanism  in  England 
was  dead  and  Methodism  not  yet  born.  America  was  having  her  trials  with  materialism  and  worldliness 
but  was  unlike  France  which,  during  his  lifetime,  Voltaire  and  Rousseau  were  poisoning  with  infidelity, 
while  the  King  was  embittering  the  people  with  cruelty  and  together  paving  the  way  for  the  “Reign  of 
Terror”.  In  England,  the  public  conscience  was  so  bad  that  Lady  Wortley  Montagu  said  she  expected  to 
see  it  proposed  in  Parliament  to  strike  the  “not”  out  of  the  Commandments  and  insert  it  in  the  Creed. 
Literature  abounded  with  proverbs  implying  general  impurity.  Punishments  were  most  brutal.  Prisons 
were  filled  with  corruption  and  cruelty.  The  drink  fiend  at  that  time  acquired  that  mastery  over  Britons 
which  has  since  continued  with  little  abatement.  One  of  the  leading  British  trade  interests  was  the 
African  slave  trade.  Public  lotteries  were  generally  approved.  The  greater  part  of  the  statesmen  were 
both  infidel  and  immoral.  Even  Chesterfield,  writing  to  his  son  on  polite  education,  instructs  him  in 
seduction.  -  Facts  from  Lecky. 


WILLIAM  BASSETT  b.  Mch.  11,  1694 

MARY  CROSSMAN  m.  (1)  Mch.  18,  1718/9 
b.  a  1695  Mary  Crossman 

d.  -  m.  (2)  Aug.  25,  1737 

Thankful  Briggs 
m.  (3)  Aug.  7,  1747 
Penelope  Brintnal 
he  d.  Nov.  19,  1783  x  89 

1695.  Mary  Crossman’s  birth  is  not  recorded 
with  the  other  children  at  Taunton;  but  her 
father’s  will  gives  her  a  place  among  them.  This 
date  is  approximately  correct.  The  original  records 
of  Taunton  were  burned  in  fire  of  1848,  the  present 
record  being  a  piecemeal  record  of  such  names  as 
they  could  pick  up  from  private  sources,  &c. 

1748,  Apl.  14.  Samuel  Crossman,  her  father, 
says  in  his  will:  “  I  give  to  my  two  grandsons,  the 
sons  of  my  daughter  Mary  Bassett,  dec’d,  all  my 
household  goods  and  all  my  live  stock  on  my 
farm.”  She  died  before  1737  at  an  age  close  to 
forty. 


= 


' 


18 


BASSETT  GENEALOGY 


The  writer  made  two  trips  to  Norton  to  see  the  first  volume  of  town  votes;  but  it  could  not  be  located  at 
either  time.  Hence  we  are  not  able  to  say  what  other  town  offices  William  Bassett  filled.  Doubtless  he  had 

his  share. 

1737  Aug.  25.  Vol.  I,  p  52  V  R:  This  is  the  record  of  the  second  wedding:  “August  the  25  day  1737 
William  Basset  and  Thanckful  Briggs  Both  of  Norton  ware  joined  together  in  marriage  by  Mr.  Joseph 
Avery  and  theyr  children  ware  Borne  as  folloeth: 

“Jotham  Bassit  was  borne  the  29th  day  of  May  1738 
“Abigaial  Bassit  was  borne  the  4  day  of  Apl  1741.” 

1740  /I ,  Feb’y  16.  Vol.  30,  p  257  L  R,  Taunton:  William  Bassett  conveys  to  son  Gideon  28  acres  of  land 
in  Norton  which  he  bought  of  Nehemiah  King. 

1747  Au<*.  7.  Vol.  I,  p  87  V  R:  “William  Basset  and  Penellope  Brintnal  both  of  Norton  were  married 
in  Norton  Aug  ye  7,  1747  by  Mr.  Ebenezer  White.”  This  was  the  third  wedding.  Penelope  Brintnall  is  in 
the  Norton  Vital  Records  as  having  been  born  July  28,  1732.  If  this  is  the  one  she  was  only  15  years  old 

while  he  was  47. 

1756  Feb’y  26.  Vol.  49,  p  205  L  R,  Taunton:  William  Bassett  1st  of  Norton,  yoeman,  for  £40,  conveys 
to  son  William  Bassett,  Jr.,  husbandman,  20  acres  of  land,  including  the  privilege  of  using  his  tan  yard 
during  father’s  lifetime.  William  1st  was  now  60  and  William  Jun’r  30. 

1780  Jan’y  2.  Vol.  59,  p  494  L  R,  Do:  Jotham  Bassett  of  Northbridge,  Co.  of  Worcester,  ship  joyner, 
sells  to' his  nephew  Isaac  Bassett,  for  £120,  all  right  in  the  estate  of  his  father  William  Bassett  by  will  or 

otherwise. 

1780,  Jan’y  4.  P  494  Do:  William  Bassett,  yoeman,  sells  to  grandson  Isaac  Bassett,  tanner,  for  £1,000, 
one  piece  of  5  acres  in  Norton;  one  piece  of  30  acres  in  Norton;  one  piece  of  ^  acre  in  Cedar  Swamp;  with 
all  buildings,  tan  yard,  and  all  other  lands. 

The  above  two  deeds  were  made  when  William  Bassett  was  86  years  of  age.  All  the  children  except 
lotham  had  died.  Isaac  the  thrifty  grandson  had  become  the  active  tanner  and  was  putting  his  house  in 
order  apparently,  before  Jotham  became  the  natural  heir.  Note  that  the  will  which  follows  was  drawn 
at  the  same  time,  and  is  confined  to  personal  effects,  Isaac  having  already  absorbed  all  real  estate  and  tan 

yard  equipment. 

1780,  Jan’y  5.  Vol.  27,  p  596  P  Ct,  Taunton:  “In  the  Name  of  God  Amen  this  fifth  day  of  January 
anno  domini  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty,  I  William  Bassett  of  Norton,  yeoman,  being  of 
perfect  mind  &  memory  and  calling  to  mind  the  mortality  of  my  body  do  make  and  ordain  this  my  last 
will  and  testament.  First  I  would  recommend  my  soul  to  God  who  Gave  it  and  my  body  I  do  Bequeath 
to  the  Earth  to  be  intered  in  a  decent  Burial  at  the  discretion  of  my  executr  hereafter  named  expecting  to 
Receive  the  same  again  at  the  Resurrection  of  the  Just  by  the  mighty  power  of  God  and  as  touching  the 
worldly  Estate  wherewith  it  has  pleased  God  to  Bless  me  with  I  dispose  of  in  the  following  manner. 

“  Impr  I  Give  to  my  son  Jotham  Basset  a  note  of  hand  against  my  Grandson  Isaac  Basset  for  one 
hundred  &  twenty  pounds,  also  one  square  table,  one  chist,  and  one  large  Glass  Bottle. 

“Item  I  Give  to  the  heirs  of  my  daughter  Abigail  Burt  a  note  of  hand  I  have  against  my  Grandson 
Isaac  Basset  for  £30  to  be  legally  divided  amongst  them. 

“Item  I  Give  to  my  Grandaughter  Mary  Basset  one  low  Chist  of  Draws  and  one  large  pewter  platter. 
"Item  I  Give  to  my  Grandaughter  Sela  Basset  one  low  Chest  and  one  small  pev.ter  platter. 

“  Item  I  give  to  my  Grandaughters  Mary  and  Sela  Basset  above  named,  one  looking  glass  one  warm¬ 
ing  pan  two  iron  pots  one  foot  wheel  and  one  large  wheel  to  be  equally  divided  between  them  at  the  dis¬ 
cretion  of  my  Executor  hereafter  to  be  named. 
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“Item  I  give  to  my  grandchildren  William  Bassett,  Jedediah  Basset,  Samuel  Basset,  Asa  Basset, 
David  Basset,  James  Basset  and  Nathan  Basset  forty  two  shillings  or  six  shillings  to  each  of  them  to  be 
paid  to  them  by  my  executor. 

“Item  I  Give  to  my  Granddaughter  Lydia  Newcomb  and  Bathsheba  Lovel  one  dollar  to  each  of  them 
to  be  paid  them  by  my  executor  hereafter  named. 

“  Item  I  Give  to  my  two  Great  Grandchildren  Ruth  Basset  and  Gidion  Basset  one  dollar  to  each  of 
them  to  be  paid  to  them  by  my  executor. 

“Item  it  is  my  will  that  if  my  son  Jotham  Basset  should  Bring  in  any  account  against  my  estate  that 
the  whole  of  such  account  be  first  deducted  out  of  what  I  have  given  him  above  and  only  the  Remainder 
(if  any)  or  five  shillings  to  be  paid  to  him  by  my  executor. 

“Item  I  give  to  my  Grandson  Isaac  Basset  the  Remainder  of  all  my  personal  estate  out  of  which  it  is 
my  will  he  should  pay  all  my  just  debts  and  Legacys  above  mentioned  except  where  special  Provision  is 
before  made  in  this  will,  and  I  do  constitute  and  ordain  my  aforesaid  grandson  Isaac  Basset  sole  Executor 
of  this  my  last  will  &  testament  and  I  do  utterly  disallow  revoke  and  disannul  all  other  former  wills  & 
testaments  or  Legacys  by  me  before  made  Ratifying  and  Confirming  this  and  no  other  to  be  my  last  will 
and  testament. 

Witness:  Samuel  Moore  William  X.  Bassett 

Timothy  Smith 
Nathaniel  Prior 

1783,  Nov.  19.  GSR:  At  ripe  age  of  89  he  died.  There  is  a  small  bluestone  headstone  marking  his 
grave  in  the  old  Norton  Centre  Cemetery  with  these  simple  words  engraved  thereon: 

“In  Memory  of  |  Mr.  William  j  Bassett  who  died  !  Nov.  19,  1783  |  in  ye  90th  year  j  of  his  age.” 

1783,  Dec.  2.  Vol.  27,  p  597  P  Ct:  Timothy  Smith  and  Nathaniel  Prior  made  oath  that  they  saw 
William  Bassett  sign  the  above  will,  “and  that  he  was  of  a  sound  &  disposing  mind  &  memory  when  he 
so  did”  and  the  judge  grants  administration  to  “his  grandson  Isaac  Basset  sole  Executor.” 

CHILDREN 

(first  six  by  1st  wife;  last  two  by  2d  wife;  all  recorded  in  Norton  V  R,  pp  12  and  52) 

1.  GIDEON  b.  Oct.  9,  1719;  m.  Feb’y  2,  1740,  Bathsheba  Briggs;  he  d.  a  Dec.,  1756,  a:  37  she  d.  3  ch 

He  was  bp.  in  May,  1722.  In  1740  both  he  &  wife  were  admitted  to  church  in  Norton.  In  1742  and  1750  he  was 

tithing  man  and  warden.  He  was  killed  probably  at  Crown  Point.  He  made  will  Apl.  1,  1756  (Vol.  15,  p  219 
Taunton);  inv’y,  £273-14-11. 

2.  SARAH  b.  Aug.  15,  1721;  she  d.  Nov.  18,  1721,  ae  2  mos. 

3.  RUTH  b.  Mch.  7,  1723;  she  d.  Feb’y  20,  1733/4,  ae  1 1  yrs. 

4.  MARY  b.  Nov.  15,  1724;  she  d. - (blank  in  record) 

*  5.  WILLIAM  b.  June  5,  1726;  m.  Mch.  16,  1748,  Lydia  Fisher  (see  below) 

-  *  * 

-  6.  SOLOMON  b.  Apl.  22,  1730;  he  d.  May  6,  1735,  x  5  yrs. 

7.  JOTHAM  b.  May  29,  1738;  m.  Apl.  30,  1761,  Naomi  Newland  4 

He  was  ship  joiner  of  Northbridge,  Worcester  Co.  On  Jan’y  2,  1780  he  sold  his  interest  to  Isaac  Bassett  for 
£120,  in  his  father’s  estate.  Was  in  Stillwater,  N.  Y.,  in  1790  with  two  sons  and  two  daughters. 

8.  ABIGAIL  b.  Apl.  4,  1741 ;  m.  Dec.  30,  1762,  Dea.  Ebenezer  Burt;  she  d.  Dec.  28,  1778,  ae  37  he  d.  6  cl 

Hem.  (2) - Morse  and  had  family  of  9  children.  Ebenezer  Burt  Jr.,  son  of  Abigail,  was  a  Baptist  Clergyman 

in  Ware,  Hardwick  and  Athol  and  d.  1861,  ae  95. 


- 
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WILLIAM  BASSETT 

LYDIA  FISHER 
b.  Mch.  25,  1730 
d.  aft.  husband 


b.  June  5,  1726 
m.  Mch.  16,  1748 
d.  Dec.  13,  1776 
ae  50 


1730,  Mch.  25.  P  56  V  R,  Ptd,  Norton,  Mass: 
“Lidyah  Fisher”  is  born  at  Norton  today,  the 
eldest  of  5  children. 

1778,  July  7.  Her  husband  having  died  intestate 
the  judge  orders  the  appraisers  “to  make  a  true  & 
just  appraisment  of  the  estate  and  thus  to  set  off 
one  full  third  part  to  his  widow”.  The  amount  of 
the  one  third  came  to  £97-1 3-4. 

1780.  P  171  Norton  Hist  (1859):  “Widow 
Lydia  Basset”  w'as  admitted  to  Church  in  Norton 
this  year.  She  is  now  at  the  age  of  50  and  her 
husband  has  been  dead  for  some  four  years.  At 
least  four  of  her  eleven  children  are  married.  Four 
of  the  boys  are  still  in  the  Revolution  and  one  has 
made  the  supreme  sacrifice.  We  have  no  later 
record,  and  there  is  no  grave  stone  in  her  memory 
close  to  her  husband’s. 


1726,  June  5.  Vol.  I,  p  12  V  R,  Norton:  Wil¬ 
liam  Bassett  was  bom  at  Norton,  Mass.,  the  fifth 
among  eight  children.  He  grew  up  there  with  a 
common  school  education  and  spent  his  entire  life 
in  this  town. 

1748,  Mch.  16.  P91  Do:  “William  Bassit  Juner 
and  Lydia  Fisher  Both  of  Norton  were  Joyned  to 
Gether  in  marige  March  16th  1748  by  Mr. 
Ebenezer  White  and  their  children  were  born  as 
followeth”  (11  children  follow).  He  was  a  hus¬ 
bandman  and  owned  a  slitting  mill  in  Norton, 
and  he  probably  did  some  tanning  as  a  side  line. 
That  he  was  a  prudent  and  a  discrete  man  as  well 
as  a  man  of  sober  life  and  conversation  is  shown 
by  the  following  records. 

1748,  Apl.  14.  Vol.  14,  p  203  P  Ct,  Taunton: 
Samuel  Crossman,  William’s  grandfather,  says 
in  his  will:  “  I  give  to  my  two  grandsons  the  sons 
of  my  daughter  Mary  Bassett,  dec’d,  all  my 
household  goods  and  all  my  live  stock  on  mv  farm 
to  be  equally  devided  betwixt  them.”  Only  two 
of  her  own  sons  were  living  -  Gideon,  and  William 
above. 


1756,  Feb’y  26.  Vol.  49,  p  205  L  R,  Taunton:  Here  is  where  William’s  father  gives  him  20  acres  of  land 
in  Norton  for  £40,  with  the  privilege  of  using  the  father’s  tan  yard  during  the  father's  lifetime.  This 
privilege  he  no  doubt  exercised  for  20  years  until  his  death. 


1760,  May.  Vol.  X,  p  83  G  A,  Conn:  William  with  brother  Gideon  and  cousins  Joseph  and  Nathan  of 
Bridgewater;  with  cousins,  who  were  heirs  of  Joseph  Sweetland.  their  grandmother’s  brother,  petition  the 
Connecticut  General  Assembly  i-s  John  Richards  of  New  London,  a  prominent  lawyer,  who  tried  to  appro¬ 
priate  an  estate  left  by  Benjamin  Sweetland  -  a  prosperous  relative  of  New  London.  The  Court  settled 
the  case  in  their  favor  as  shown  under  grandmother  Sarah  Sweetland  above. 


1765.  P  299  Norton  Hist  (1859):  William  Basset  Jun’r  with  three  others  were  elected  as  tithing  men 
and  w-ardens,  which  office  was  confined  only  to  “prudent  and  discrete  persons”.  Our  William’s  name 
furthermore  is  in  italics  to  indicate  that  he  was  also  of  "sober  life  and  conversation’’.  His  son  Isaac  held 
similar  office  in  1786  and  1792  while  Daniel  Bassett  held  it  in  1801.  Thus  we  have  at  least  four  generations 
of  Bassetts  in  Norton  so  complimented. 

1765,  Oct.  30.  The  deed  of  Feb’y  26,  1756,  from  his  father,  was  not  recorded  until  this  date  -  nearly  ten 
years  later. 

1776,  Dec.  13.  G  S  R:  William  Bassett  Jun’r  dies  at  fifty,  before  his  father,  at  Norton.  He  died  in¬ 
testate  in  these  early  days  of  the  war.  A  stone  three  feet  high  marks  his  grave  in  the  Centre  Cemetery  at 
Norton,  in  the  same  lot  as  his  father,  third  lot  from  the  entrance.  This  is  the  inscription  on  the  stone. 
"In  memory  of  |  Mr.  William  Bassett  |  Ju  who  d  Dec  |  ye  13th  1776  in  ye  j  50th  year  of  his  |  Age.” 

The  Revolutionary  War  was  raging.  That  William  had  had  a  short  service  in  this  war  is  vouched  for 
by  the  careful  historian  John  Mcllvene. 

1778,  Apl.  1.  Vol.  25,  pp  236-8  P  Ct,  Taunton:  Isaac  Bassett  makes  report  of  his  administration  on 
the  Estate  of  William  Bassett  2d  late  of  Norton.  The  first  page  shows  additional  inventory  and  income 


» 
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and  collections  of  debts  amounting  to  £226-3-0.  The  balance  of  report  shows  bills  and  expenses  paid 
amounting  to  £128-5-6. 


1778,  July  7.  Vol.  147,  p  187  Do:  Administration  on  the  estate  of  “William  Basset  ye  second  of  Norton” 

is  granted  to  “  Isaac  Basset  of  Norton,  tanner”,  and  he  is  to  make  report  of  inventory  before  July  7,  1779. 

1778,  July  7.  Vol.  25,  p  550  Do:  Hon.  Benj.  Williams  Esq.,  Judge  of  Probate,  orders  Mess.  John  King, 
Samuel  Morey  and  Timothy  Smith  to  make  a  true  &  just  appraisment  of  the  estate  of  William  Bassett  Jr°| 
„  Late  of  Norton,  and  thus  to  set  off  one  full  third  part  to  his  widow. 


1778,  July  7.  P  201  Do:  “We  the  subscribers  being  nominated  and  appointed  appraisers  of  Estate  of 
Mr.  William  Bassett  Esq  of  Norton  Late  deceased  and  after  taking  the  oath  to  the  faithful  discharge  of 
the  trust  reposed  in  us  we  proceeded  to  apprise  such  of  sd  deceased’s  Estate  shown  to  us  for  that  purpose 
in  the  following  manner: 


1  Bones  Hat  30s;  1  felt  hat  6s;  1  great  Coat  £2 
1  Close  Bodyed  brown  Coat  24s;  1  blue  Coat  15s;  1  old  Coat  4s 
1  pr  of  shoes  6s;  1  pr  old  shoes  Is;  1  gun  £2-2 
I  pr  blue  breeches  12s;  1  pr  of  brown  breeches  6s  . 

1  pr  silver  buttons  3s;  1  pr  shoe  buckels  &  1  pr  kneebuckles  2s 
Sundry  personal  items  ...... 

About  26  acres  of  land  79-2-6;  90  rods  Cedar  Swamp  £9 
New  part  of  Dwelling  House  £15;  roof  of  shop  &  windows  36s 


1  Cas  of  Drawers  £2-2-0;  one  chest  12s;  1  old  chest  6s 
1  Best  feather  bed,  undcrbed,  bolster  &  pillows;  one  coverlid  . 

1  bed  stead  £5;  1  feather  bolster  &  pillows  15s;  one  old  coverlid  6s 
1  warming  pan  6s;  1  dye  tubb  2s;  3  Great  Chairs  11s;  6  red  Chairs  18s 
6  white  chairs  12s;  1  pr  looms  &  utensils  £4-10 
28  bushels  Indian  Com  £4- 1 8s ;  1  j  bu.  Beans  10s 
370  lbs.  Pork  £8-15-4;  50  lbs.  beef  16s-8d;  2  Cider  tubs  £1 
24  lbs  Tallow  16s;  20  lbs.  hogs  fat  10s;  old  baskits  3s 
3  lbs.  pickles  4s;  69  gals  vinegar  £5-3-6;  22  quarts  grass  seed  £1-6-7 
26  wgt  of  Leather  £1-26;  2  horsehides  22s;  1  pin  of  leather  5s 
1  yoak  of  oxen  &  yoke  £11-11-0;  1  colt  £7-10-0;  1  old  mare  9s 
a  note  against  Hannah  White  .... 

1  red  cow  £3-12;  20  geese  £3;  some  turkeys  16s  6 d 
1  cart  &  wheel  £3-15;  1  back  plow  30s;  lead  plow  24s 
1  horse  plow  15s;  flax  in  bundle  35s 
3  tons  of  English  Hay  £12;  1  cow  hide  11s. 

Sundry  items  on  3  pages  of  the  record 


£3-16-0 
2-  3-0 

2-  9-0 
0-18-0 
0-  5-0 

3- 18-6  £13-  9-6 

88-  2-6 

16-16-0  £104-18-6 

3-  0-0 
6-  5-0 
6-  1-0 
1-17-0 
5-  2-0 

5-  8-0 
10-12-0 

1-  9-0 

6- 14-1 

2- 19-6 
19-10-0 

3-  7-3 

7-  8-6 
6-  9-0 
2-10-0 

12-11-0 

75-16-3  £176-19-7 


Total 

£295  -7-7” 

1778,  Sept.  1.  Pp  236-8  Do:  “Account  of  Isaac  Bassett  Administrator  on  the  Estate  of  William  Bassett 
2d  Late  of  Norton  deceased  of  balc': 

Charges  with  old  personnel  estate  amounting  up  Inv  to  ... 

To  rent  of  real  estate  2  yrs  ..... 

Rec’d  from  44  people  (all  named)  ...... 

.  £190-  9-1 

12-  0-0 
23-13-9 

£226-3-0 

“And  pays  allow  account  of  the  same  as  follows: 

To  Jedediah  Bassett 

To  Daniel  Bassett  Esq 

Payments  itemized  in  64  items 

0-  0-4 

£128-5-6 

1778,  Dec.  14.  P  552  Do:  Isaac  Bassett,  one  of  the  sons  of  William  Bassette  2d  late  of  Norton,  humbly 
shows:  “That  the  deceased  died  siezed  of  and  left  about  28  acres  land  lying  in  Norton  and  part  of  a  dwell¬ 
ing  house  and  small  piece  of  Cedar  Swamp  which  after  the  widow’s  third  are  set  off  will  not  make  more 
than  one  small  settlement,  and  that  the  division  thereof  between  all  the  sd  deceased’s  children  being  1 1  in 
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number  will  very  much  damage  the  whole  therefore  prays  that  the  same  may  be  settled  on  your  petitioner 
the  other  children  being  willing  the  same  should  be  so  done  and  as  in  duty  bound  shall  pray. 

Isaac  Bassett.” 

1778,  Dec.  14.  P  352  Do:  On  the  same  day  Judge  appoints  Samuel  Morey  and  John  King  to  view  the 
premises  and  report  findings  on  above  petition.  On  same  day  again  the  commissioners  report  that  the 
“division  of  the  remaining  two  thirds  will  very  much  spoil  and  prejudice  the  whole  there  being  no  more 
than  will  make  one  settlement”.  The  Judge  thereupon  appoints  these  two  men  with  Timothy  Smith  to 
make  a  true  inventory  of  the  two  thirds  “exact  piece  and  parcel  by  itself  with  the  number  of  shares  and 
report  findings  as  soon  as  conveniently  may  be.” 

I779)  Apl.  6.  Vol.  25,  p  550  Do:  Above  commissioners  report  to  the  court  that  they  have  set  off  to  the 
widow  Lidea  Bassett  one  third  of  the  deceased’s  real  estate  as  follows:  “We  proceeded  to  appraise  the 
whole  of  sd  deceased’s  real  estate,  the  east  part  of  the  dwellinghouse  that  was  deceased’s  we  estimated 
at  £40-0-0;  thereof  of  the  shop  that  was  deceased’s  was  estimated  at  £5-0-0;  the  first  parcel  of  land 
bounded  ....  on  the  river  by  estimation  containing  16  acres  we  estimated  at  £1 60AM) ;  the  other 
parcel  of  land  bounded  ....  on  west  side  of  the  river  by  estimation  containing  7  acres  we  estimated 
at  £70-0-0;  also  an  acre  in  Cedar  Swamp,  estimated  at  £13-0-0;  making  sum  total  £293-0-0.  Then  we 
proceed  to  set  off  to  the  widow  as  follows:  The  north  room  of  that  parte  of  the  dwelling  house  that  was 
the  said  deceased’s  and  seven  acres  of  land;  and  also  one  acre  more  bounded  on  river  ....  which 
parcels  of  land  and  the  room  in  the  Dwelling  house  we  estimate  at  £79-13-4,  which  by  us  is  humbly  sub¬ 
mitted  to  your  honor’s  approbation.” 

1779,  Apl.  6.  P  553  Do:  Commissioners  report  to  Court  that  they  proceeded  to  set  off  to  Isaac  Bassett 
two  thirds  of  the  real  estate  as  follows:  “The  South  room  and  chamber  over  both  rooms  of  that  part  of 
the  dwelling  house  that  was  sd  Deceased’s  we  estimated  at  £25-0-0;  the  rest  of  the  shop  we  estimated  at 
£5-0-0;  The  land  is  bounded  ....  on  East  side  of  river  ....  containing  15  acres  we  estimated 
at  £150-6-0;  also  half  an  acre  in  Second  Ceder  Swamp  at  £18-0-0;  making  total  of  £198-6-0.” 

1779,  Apl.  6.  Pp  553-6  Do:  “Accordingly,”  said  the  Court,  “  I  order  the  before  named  Assigned  Isaac 
Basset  his  Heirs  &c  in  the  first  place  to  pay  and  clear  all  charges  relating  to  this  settlement  amounting  to 
six  pounds  six  shillings  and  eight.  Then  to  pay 

“To  William  Basset  the  eldest  son  the  sum  of  Thirty  one  pounds  ten  shillings. 

"To  Jedediah  Basset  one  of  the  sd  deceased  Sons  the  sum  of  fifteen  pounds  fifteen  shillings. 

“To  Samuel  Basset  one  of  the  sd  Deceased  sons,  the  sum  of  Fifteen  pounds  fifteen  shillings. 

“To  Lydia  the  wife  of  John  Newcomb  one  of  the  Deceased's  Daughters  the  sum  of  fifteen  pounds  fifteen  shillings. 

“To  Marcy  one  of  the  sd  Deceased  Daughters  the  sum  of  Fifteen  pounds  fifteen  shillings. 

“To  Mary  Bassett  another  of  sd  Deceased  Daughters  the  sum  of  fifteen  pounds  fifteen  shillings. 

"To  David  Basset  another  of  sd  Deceased  Sons  the  sum  of  fifteen  pounds  fifteen  shillings. 

“To  James  another  of  sd  Deceased  Sons  the  sum  of  fifteen  pounds  fifteen  shillings. 

“To  Celia  Basset  another  of  sd  Deceased’s  children  the  sum  of  fifteen  pounds  fifteen  shillings. 

“And  to  Nathan  Basset  the  youngest  of  sd  Deceased  Children  the  sum  of  Fifteen  pounds  fifteen  shillings. 

“  All  which  aforesaid  Sums  with  the  share  of  the  sd  assigned  amounts  to  the  appraised  value  of  £195-6-8  and  makes  each 
child's  share  their  in  agreeable  to  the  direction  of  the  Law.” 

CHILDREN 

(all  recorded  on  p  91  of  Norton  V  R,  Ptd.) 

1.  WILLIAM  b.  Feb’y  10,  1749/50;  m.  Nov.  8,  1770,  Anne  Lane;  he  d.  Dec.  23,  1838,  x  89  she  d.  Nov.  26,  1822,  7  ch 

ae  69 

He  was  bp.  Nov.  26,  1753.  He  moved  about  1773  to  Hardwick,  Mass.,  where  he  was  a  farmer  and  “closed  a 
long  and  exemplary  life”.  Was  a  soldier  in  the  Revolution.  She  was  dau.  of  Col.  Ephraim  Lane. 

2.  JEDEDIAH  b.  Dec.  28,  1751;  m.  Dec.  2,  1773,  Sarah  Briggs  3d;  hed.  Oct.  12.  1837,  x  86  she  d.  Oct.  4,  1786  7  ch 

He  was  bp.  Nov.  26,  1753.  He  was  in  the  Revolution.  They  moved  to  Wilmington,  Vt.  where  she  died.  He  3  ch 
m.  (2)  at  Hardwick  Aug.  26,  1787  Martha  Billings  who  d.  in  1793  at  Wilmington,  x  32.  He  m.  (3)  at  Wil-  3  ch 
mington  Mch.  26,  1794  Elizabeth  Chandler  who  d.  there  Sept.  27,  1830. 
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3.  SAMUEL  b.  Mch.  I,  1754;  m.  1777,  Martha  Belding;  he  d.  Nov.  8,  1834,  x  80  she  d.  June  19,  1842,  ae  86  10  ch 

He  was  wounded  at  Bunker  Hill.  They  moved  to  Keene,  N.  H.,  where  he  was  an  important  man  and  a  frequent 
town  officer.  She  was  from  Swansea,  N.  H.  When  on  the  march  to  reinforce  Washington  at  White  Plains, 
Martha,  a  miss  of  19,  drew  water  from  the  well  for  the  thirsty  soldiers.  Samuel  was  smitten  and  on  his  return 
wooed  and  won  her. 

4.  ISAAC  b.  Dec.  18,  1755;  m.  Aug.  20,  1778,  Mchitable  Makepeace;  he  d.  July  20,  1852,  ae  96'4  she  d  Oct  23  10  ch 

1856,  ae  96J4  '  ’ 

On  Oct.  6,  1775  he  joined  local  Company  for  the  war.  In  1784  he  was  admitted  to  the  Church  in  Norton.  On 
Sept.  19,  1804  they  moved  to  Milford,  Mass.,  where  he  bought  and  operated  a  saw  mill.  On  Apl.  2,  1807  he 
sold  this  and  moved  to  Barre,  Mass.,  where  he  built  a  reputation  for  strict  Christian  honesty  and  integrity. 

In  1827  when  Unitarianism  was  spreading  in  New  England  it  took  possession  of  the  old  Congregational  Church 
of  Barre  and  the  Bassetts,  not  like  weak  reeds  swayed  by  every  wind,  stood  among  the  21  dissenters  who 
formed  the  new  Second  Congregational  Church.  Five  of  the  21  were  Bassetts:  Isaac  and  wife  Mehitable; 
their  son  Deacon  Joseph  and  wife  Elizabeth;  and  youngest  brother  Samuel  M.  Bassett.  Deacon  Joseph 
continued  for  50  years  deacon  of  this  Church,  dying  in  1877.  He  had  made  the  historic  trip  by  team  in  1856 
to  visit  his  cousin  Ozias  and  others  in  Connecticut.  His  grandson  Arthur  H.  Bassett  of  Tacoma,  Wash.,  has 
helped  the  writer  greatly  on  this  whole  family. 

5-  LYDIA  b.  Sept.  20,  1757;  m.  Dec.  4,  1777,  Hon.  John  Newcomb;  she  d.  Oct.  27,  1816,  x  59  he  d.  10  ch 

-  They  lived  in  Norton  where  all  children  were  bom  and  after  1797  moved  to  Packersfield,  now  Roxbury,  N.  H. 

6.  MASSA  b.  Apl.  14,  1759;  he  d.  Oct.  25,  1776,  a;  17 

He  was  killed  in  the  battle  of  White  Plains,  N.  J.  In  his  memory  each  of  his  brothers  named  a  son  for  him 
"Massa”. 

7.  MARY  b.  Mch.  29,  1761;  m.  int.  May  27,  1785,  Daniel  Phillips;  she  d.  bef.  Dec.  21,  1824  he  d.  8  ch 

They  moved  to  Dummerton,  Vt.,  where  he  m.  (2)  Dec.  21,  1824,  Prudence  Church.  It  is  recorded  on  his 
tombstone  at  Newfane,  Vt.,  that  he  was  a  soldier  in  the  Revolution  and  that  he  is  buried  with  his  wives 
Mary  Bassett  and  Prudence  Church. 

8.  DAVID  b.  Mch.  30,  U63;  m.  Dec.  II,  1783,  Phoebe  Terry 

He  was  in  Ware,  Mass.,  in  1790  with  4  children  and  was  in  Hartwick,  where  his  wife  was  bom,  as  late  as  1798 
when  he  gave  a  deed.  He  later  moved  to  Ware  again  whence  all  trace  of  him  is  lost. 

9.  JAMES  b.  May  15,  1765;  m.  int.  Oct.  22,  1786,  Elizabeth  Caswell;  he  d.  Oct.  16,  1857,  x  92  she  d.  9  ch 

They  moved  to  Voluntown,  Ct.,  shortly  after  marriage.  Nearly  all  children  were  bom  there,  and  he  died 
there.  She  was  of  Middleboro,  Mass. 

10.  SELA  (CELIA)  b.  July  23,  1  < 67 ;  m.  Abijah  Wethercll.  They  moved  to  Canaan,  Conn. 

11.  NATHAN  b.  S<T>t.  11,  1769;  m.  Oct.  29,  1793,  Mehitable  Buell  (see  below) 


NATHAN  BASSETT 
MEHITABLE  BUELL 
b.  Aug.  6,  1774 
d.  Mch.  9,  1848  ae  74 


b.  Sept.  11,  1769 
m.  Oct.  29,  1792 
d.  Oct.  6,  1862 
ae  93 


1774,  Aug.  6.  GSR,  Milton,  Ct:  Mehitable 
Buell  was  born  at  Litchfield,  the  youngest  of  five 
children.  When  only  3^  years  old  her  father  died. 
When  old  enough  she  helped  her  mother  manage 
the  hotel  in  Milton  which  was  left  by  the  father; 
and  she  was  engaged  in  this  activity  when  at 
nineteen  her  wedding  day  arrived. 

1799,  Sep.  2.  Vol.  19,  p  128  L  R:  Ozias  Buell 
sells  to  “Mehitabel  Bassett  my  sister,  wife  of 
Nathan  Bassett,”  for  £2S-ll-03,  “all  my  landjn 
Milton  which  was  given  by  will  of  my  father  fra 


1769,  Sept.  11.  P  15  B  M  D,  Norton:  Nathan 
Bassett  was  born  at  Norton,  Mass.,  the  eleventh 
and  last  of  the  children.  It  is  a  record  of  the  1st 
Cong’l  Church.  Thus  he  was  only  six  when  the 
Revolution  broke  out  -  hardly  old  enough  even  to 
appreciate  a  tithe  of  the  sacrifice  when  five  of  his 
older  brothers  enlisted  for  freedom.  As  he  grew  up 
he  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  of  Norton. 

1779,  Apl.  6.  Vol.  25,  p  453  P  Ct,  Taunton: 
When  only  ten  years  old,  while  the  war  was  rag¬ 
ing,  his  father  died,  and  in  the  settlement,  Nathan 
is  remembered  thus:  “And  to  Nathan  Basset  the 
youngest  of  sd  Deceased’s  children  the  sum  of 
Fifteen  pounds,  fifteen  shillings.” 

1780,  Jan’y  5.  Vol.  27,  p  596  Do:  Nathan’s 
grandfather  William  Bassett,  dying  also  during 


24 


BASSETT  GENEALOGY 


Buell  dec’d.”  This  is  the  Colonel  Ozias  Buell  who 
moved  to  Vermont  and  who  had  son-in-law  George 
P.  Marsh,  for  25  years  U.  S.  Minister  to  Italy. 
Grandfather  Ozias  Buell  Bassette  was  named  after 
him. 

1844-5,  Winter:  At  this  time  when  her  grandson 
Frederick  Henry  Bassette,  five  years  old,  was  with 
the  grandparents  over  the  winter,  Grandfather 
Nathan  had  a  running  sore  on  his  leg  which 
Grandmother  Mehitable  had  to  dress  every  night. 
She  was  competent  in  this  evidently  for  she  must 
have  cured  it.  Little  Frederick  was  doubly  useful 
under  these  circumstances  in  doing  all  sorts  of 
chores  around  the  house  for  the  old  folks. 

1848,  Mch.  9.  Vol.  49,  p  33  B  M  D,  Litchfield: 
“Mehitabel  Bassett,  aged  79,  colored  white,  died 
at  Litchfield  of  the  Palsy.”  Death  was  at  her 
home  in  Milton.  Age  79  is  incorrect,  the  tomb¬ 
stone  having  it  correct  at  74.  Her  granddaughter 
Mary  Bassette  Mumford  remembers,  from  the 
family  conversations,  that  she  was  a  very  active 
lady.  She  remembers  also  one  compromising  re¬ 
mark  of  her  father  Ozias  Buell  Bassette  to  the 
effect  that  his  mother  Mehitable  “did  all  the  work 
and  thus  spoiled  all  the  boys.”  Considering  the 
boys,  however,  the  remark  hardly  holds  good; 
though,  alas,  how  many  are  the  mothers  in  every 
generation  of  whom  that  may  truly  be  said!  Here 
is  a  better  picture  of  her  taken  from  a  letter  dated 
Mch.  25,  1903  written  by  Mrs.  Helen  T.  Swift, 
her  granddaughter,  to  another  granddaughter 
Helen  Doen:  “She  was  indeed  a  remarkable 
woman.  Think  of  her  with  that  large  family  of 
children  and  how  much  she  accomplished  and 
always  so  cheerful  and  hospitable.” 

1864,  Jan’y  15.  Letter:  On  the  Sabbath  day 
after  this  date,  presumably,  when  Franklin  A. 
Curtis  accepted  the  trusteeship  of  Laura  Bassett 
Coe’s  bequest  from  her  father,  Laura  writes  to 
her  brother  Ozias  saying:  “I  am  here  (Warren, 
Ct)  alone  this  morning.  Frank  brought  out  the 
Plate  that  was  on  Mother’s  Coffin;  said  he  didn’t 
know  but  I  would  like  to  keep  it.  This  opened  my 
pent  up  feelings  I  had  kept  back.  I  have  wept  all 
day  to  think  their  Child  must  go  thru  such  a 
world  of  trouble.  I  took  the  Plate  and  looked  at 
it  a  while,  then  returned  it  to  him  saying  he  had 
bought  it  and  told  him  if  I  were  here  when  I  was 


the  war,  remembers  him  thus  among  his  brethren: 
-“Item  I  give  to  my  Grandchildren  William 
Basset,  Jedediah  Basset,  Samuel  Basset,  Asa 
Basset,  David  Basset,  James  Bassett  and  Nathan 
Basset  forty  two  Shillings  or  five  shillings  to  each 
of  them  to  be  paid  to  them  by  my  executor.” 

1790,  Sept.  11.  Nathan  is  now  21  but  he  is 
single  and  therefore  does  not  appear  in  the  U.  S. 
census  of  “Heads  of  Families”  taken  this  year. 
Perhaps  he  was  at  this  time  with  his  uncle  James 
Bassett  at  Watertown,  Ct. 

1791,  Aug.  19.  Vol.  13,  p  381  L  R,  Litchfield: 
On  this  date  David  Welsh  gives  to  Nathan 
Bassett,  who  is  now  22  years  of  age,  for  6  pence 
lawful  money  a  Q.  C.  deed  to  30  Acres  of  land  in¬ 
cluding  house  in  the  Northern  part  of  Litchfield, 
East  &  West  on  highway,  south  on  land  of  Ira 
Buell  heirs,  and  north  on  land  of  Capt.  Solomon 
Buell.  On  same  date  Nathan  Bassett  gives  to 
Samuel  Ackley  a  warantee  deed  to  the  same  prop¬ 
erty  for  £45  (mortgage)  [Vol.  15,  p  81].  We 
have  not  seen  an  answer  to  the  question  how  it 
came  to  pass  that  Nathan  made  this  long  jump 
from  Norton,  Mass.,  to  Litchfield,  Ct.  The  fact, 
however,  that  his  uncle  James  Bassett  removed 
from  Norton  to  Watertown,  Ct.,  may  and  prob¬ 
ably  does  explain  it.  Nathan  himself  is  under¬ 
stood  to  have  first  gone  to  Watertown.  An  inter¬ 
esting  side  light  on  this  long,  long  trail  from  home 
is  found  in  a  statement  by  his  granddaughter 
Helen  Bassette  Doen  made  perhaps  as  late  as 
1897.  She  says,  “I  remember  hearing  Grand¬ 
father  Nathan  Bassett  speaking  of  his  brother 
James,  and  wondering  where  they  all  were;  he 
felt  a  little  sore  about  it  that  they  none  of  them 
took  interest  enough  to  hunt  him  up.  He  said  he 
was  the  youngest  of  the  family.” 

1792,  June  16.  Vol.  15,  p  238  L  R:  Samuel 
Ackley  gives  Nathan  Bassett  a  war.  deed  to  the 
property  above  for  £45.  Thus  at  23  he  becomes 
the  owner  of  an  estate  in  fee  simple,  which  happily, 
adjoins  the  land  belonging  to  the  parents  of  his 
next  year’s  bride.  These  are  the  first  public  rec¬ 
ords  we  have  of  him  in  Connecticut.  He  ran  a 
farm  of  course  but  he  was  mechanically  inclined 
as  well  and  ran  a  saw  mill  and  iron  workers  estab¬ 
lishment  in  Milton. 

1793,  Oct.  29.  Vol.  II,  p  8  B  M  D:  “Nathan 
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Called  from  this  world  I  wanted  he  should  lay  me 
by  the  side  of  my  Parents.”  This  request  was 
granted,  as  the  tombstone  on  the  Bassett  plot  at 
Milton  shows. 


1794,  Dec.  1. 
ensuing”. 


Bassett  &  Mehitabel  Buel  were  married  Together 
by  the  Rev.  Judah  Champion  Minister  of  the  Gos- 
pel.”  Eight  children  follow  with  dates  of  birth. 
The  last  three  are  not  recorded  according  to  the 
index.  Nathan  is  now  24  while  Mehitabel  is  19. 

men  chosen  “Tythingmen  for  the  year 
He  was  again  chosen  in  1796  and  in  1798. 


Vol.  I,  p  190  T  V:  Nathan  Bassett  is  one  of  ten 
This  was  a  real  honor  for  one  so  young. 


1795,  Oct.  2.  Vol.  16,  p  430  L  R:  He  buys  from  Samuel  Bissell  for  £61-10-00  sixty  acres  in  Milton, 
being  the  “west  part  of  the  first  lot  in  the  East  line  of  the  West  Hundred”.  He  is  now  building  the  160 
acre  farm  which  remains  in  tact,  but  in  other  hands,  in  our  day. 

1795,  Dec.  7.  Vol.  I,  p  193  T  V:  Nathan  Bassitt  is  chosen  one  of  21  “surveyors  of  Highways”  and 
so  again  in  1796. 


1799,  Mch.  20.  Vol.  19,  p  370  L  R:  Philo  &  Eunice  Swift  give  him  Q  C  deed  for  £28  to  15  acres  in 
Milton  which  was  given  by  will  by  the  late  Solomon  Buell  to  Ira  Buell,  dec’d  (Nathan’s  father-in-law). 

1801,  June  10.  P  12  C  R,  100  dth  anni:  Nathan  Bassett  joins  the  Milton  church  today.  He  stands 
right  next  to  the  24  charter  members  who  founded  it  on  Aug.  19,  1798. 

1802,  Dec.  13.  Vol.  I,  p  213  T  V:  “Nathan  Bassett  is  chosen  Grandjurior  for  the  year  ensuing.” 

1803,  P  302  L.  Hist  (1920):  Nathan  Bassett  was  appointed  a  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  Litchfield  County 
for  two  years,  by  the  Legislature. 

1804,  Apl.  24.  Vol.  19,  p  446  L  R:  Ozias  &  Prudence  Buell,  Philo  &  Eunice  Swift  and  Moses  &  Eliza¬ 
beth  Lyman  sell  to  Nathan  Bassett,  for  $1,000,50  A  in  the  East  tier  of  the  West  Hundred,  being  the  same 
and  that  Capt.  Solomon  Buell  gave  his  son  Ira  Buell. 

1808,  Nov.  14.  Vol.  I,  p  231  T  V:  “Nathan  Bassett  is  chosen  Fence  viewer.”  This  takes  us  as  far  as 
Vol.  I  goes.  The  succeeding  T  V  records  up  to  1848  could  not  be  located  by  the  town  clerk  when  we  w'ere 
in  Litchfield  in  June,  1923.  Hence  we  turn  again  to  the  land  records. 

1810,  Sept.  3.  Vol.  25,  p  347  L  R:  Moses  &  Elizabeth  Lyman  sell  to  Nathan  Bassett,  for  $100.00; 
50  A  in  Milton  which  Capt.  Solomon  Buell  gave  to  his  daughter  Elizabeth  Lyman. 

1811,  July  2.  Vol.  26  p  374  L  R :  He  buys  of  William  T uttle  for  $60,  part  of  a  sawmill  in  Milton  together 
with  H  part  of  the  tools  and  privileges  of  the  mill.  It  was  about  one  year  after  this  purchase  when  Dr* 
Lyman  Beecher  of  Litchfield  organized  the  first  auxiliary  of  the  American  Board  of  Commissioners  for 
Foreign  Missions. 

1814,  May  19.  Vol.  34,  p  321  L  R:  David  Welsh  sells  to  Nathan  Bassett,  for  $40,  one-sixth  part  of  a 
saw  mill  on  Shipping  river  in  Milton. 

1826,  May  3.  P  206  Do:  He  buys  of  Medad  &  Betsey  Gibbs,  for  $600,  20^  acres  in  Milton  with 
dwelling  &  barn  next  to  his  land”.  This  makes  210  acres  acquired  to  date. 

1827,  Feb’y  27.  P  319  Do:  Lyman  Carter  sells  to  Nathan  Bassett,  for  $140.40,  15  acres,  2  roods  & 

16  rods  in  Milton  6th  Lot.  On  same  date,  p  318,  he  sells  to  Lyman  Carter  \i  interest  in  saw  mill  for 
$240.00. 


1834,  Apl.  7.  Vol.  39,  p  499  L  R:  Nathan  Bassett  sells  to  son  William  Bassett,  now  29,  for  $500.00, 
30  acres  in  Milton. 

1836,  Apl.  2.  Vol.  41,  p  174  L  R:  He  sells  to  son  Samuel  F.  Bassett,  for  $200.00,  sixteen  acres  in  Milton, 
part  of  6th  Lot;  and  on  June  28,  1847  he  sells  to  him  5  acres  more  for  $50.00  [Vol.  51,  p  287]. 

1848,  Mch.  9.  GSR:  Mehitable  Buell,  age  74,  faithful  wife  for  55  years  of  union,  now  passes  on;  and 
this  leads  to  the  break  up  of  the  Milton  home  as  the  following  entries  testify.  Nathan  Bassett  was  now  79 
and  he  was  quite  ready  to  spend  his  declining  days  with  his  children. 
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1848,  Mch.  20.  Vol.  28,  pp  378-80  P  Ct,  Litchfield:  “In  the  name  of  God  Amen.  I  Nathan  Bassett 
of  Litchfield  in  the  co.  of  Litchfield,  being  of  sound  &  disposing  mind  &  memory  do  make  &  ordain  this 
my  last  will  &  testament  in  manner  &  form  following.  My  will  is  that  whatever  property  I  may  leave  at 
my  decease,  after  payments  of  debts  &  charges,  should  be  divided  among  my  children  equally  &  precisely 
according  to  the  law  in  cases  of  dying  intestate,  except  that  first  no  account  is  to  be  made  of  advancements 
to  any  of  my  children,  and  secondly  my  will  is  that  the  share  of  my  daughter  Laura,  the  wife  of  Dyer  Coe, 
shall  so  be  held  in  trust  to  &  for  her  sole  and  separate  use,  without  any  claims  thereupon  by  her  husband 
&  I  hereby  appoint  Franklin  A.  Curtiss  of  Warren  trustee  of  said  Laura’s  share  &  give  and  desire  the  said 
Laura’s  share  to  the  said  Franklin  A.  Curtiss  in  trust  for  the  sole  <3i  separate  use  of  the  said  Laura,  and  in 
the  event  of  the  resignation  or  death  of  the  said  Curtiss  or  in  the  event  of  his  refusing  to  accept  the  trust 
I  desire  the  proper  Court  to  appointe  some  proper  person  trustee  in  the  place  of  the  said  Curtis. 

“And  in  the  event  of  the  death  of  any  of  my  children  before  my  own  death  my  will  is  that  the  share  of 
such  deceased  child  should  go  to  such  child’s  children  if  any. 

“And  I  do  hearby  nominate  and  appoint  my  son  in  law  George  P.  Tallmadg  executor  of  this  my  Will. 

“And  I  do  hereby  declare  and  publish  this  as  my  last  will  &  testament  at  Litchfield  this  20th  day  of 
Mch.  A  D  1848. 

Witnessed  by  Origen  S.  Seymour,  Nathan  Bassett  S  S” 

Annis  Bishop,  Philomel  Page 

Codicil  annexed  dated  Sept.  27,  1848:  “The  following  is  annexed  to  this  my  last  will  &  testament  as 
a  codicill  and  is  to  be  considered  as  a  part  of  said  will.  I  hereby  appoint  Zenas  Eldred  of  Winfield,  Her¬ 
kimer  Co.,  NY.,  trustee  of  my  estate  that  may  belong  to  my  daughter  Mary,  wife  of  Solomon  Devendoff, 
and  give  and  devise  the  said  Mary’s  share  in  trust  to  the  same  Eldred  in  manner  and  form  as  expressed  in 
regard  to  my  daughter  Laura  S.  Coe. 

Sarah  Robbins  Starr  Nathan  Bassett  S  S” 

George  Starr 

Codicil  dated  June  28,  1856:  “  I  Nathan  Bassett  of  Warren,  Ct.,  being  of  a  sound  mind  &  having  this 
day  for  the  first  observed  the  codicil  not  having  the  number  of  witnesses  required  by  our  law  do  hereby 
establish  &  confirm  the  same  by  appointing  the  aforesaid  Zenas  Eldred  my  Trustee  of  all  the  estate  to 
which  my  daughter  Mary  may  by  this  will  be  entitled. 

“And  whereas  my  daughter  Clarissa  having  deceased,  I  do  therefore  order  &  direct  the  share  to  which 
she  would  have  been  entitled  shall  be  one  half  for  the  benefit  of  Geo.  T.  Brown,  son  of  Doct.  Orlando 
Brown  of  Wrentham,  Mass.,  and  the  other  half  to  Mrs.  Helen  Swift  wife  of  Orlando  Swift  of  said  Warren. 

“And  I  do  hearby  appoint  my  executor  trustee  for  the  care  of  the  property  to  which  the  said  Geo.  T. 
Brown  will  be  entitled  to  be  same  to  be  expended  for  his  education  and  support  or  kept  at  use  during 
his  minority  as  my  trustee  should  deem  expedient  &  I  request  to  require  no  bond  of  my  said  Trustee. 
Subscribed  by  me  at  Said  Warren  this  28  day  of  June,  1856. 

Witnesses:  Henery  Mallory  Nathan  Bassett” 

Laura  Mallory,  Augustus  B.  Camp 

-  1848,  Mch.  23.  Vol.  51,  p  34  L  R:  Nathan  Bassette  appoints  George  P.  Talmadge  of  Warren,  son-in- 
aw,  “general  agent  for  the  management  of  my  business  and  I  do  hereby  empower  the  sd  Tallmadge  to 
sell  &  convey  the  real  estate  which  I  own  in  Litchfield  in  the  Society  of  Milton  leaving  to  his  discretion 
&  judgement  the  time  &  terms  of  sale  &  I  also  empower  the  sd  Tallmadge  to  sell  my  stock  on  the  farm 
&  farming  tools  &  implements  &  hay  and  the  produce  of  the  farm.  It  being  fully  understood  that  the  said 
Tallmadge  is  to  account  to  me  &  my  heirs  for  the  proceeds  of  such  sales.”  This  marks  the  time  when  he 
went  to  live  with  his  daughter  Clarissa  who  was  the  wife  of  George  P.  Talmadge.  Here  he  continued  for 
about  one  year  when  Talmadge  took  his  life  through  drowning.  Then  he  went  to  the  home  of  his  daughter 
Laura  Coe  who  was  living  with  her  daughter  Clarissa  who  was  wife  of  Franklin  A.  Curtiss.  Curtiss  soon 
took  Talmadge’s  place  as  will  appear. 


... 
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1848,  Apl.  12.^  Vol.  51,  pp  34  &  422  L  R:  Nathan  Bassett,  by  his  attorney  Tallmadge,  sells  to  Buell 
Blake,  for  $3,287.00,  two  pieces  of  land  in  Milton  aggregating  172  A,  2  roods  6i  31  rods;  also  |  part  of 
dam  and  water  power  privilege,  taking  a  mortgage  deed  for  $2,187.00. 

1849,  Apl.  4.  In  a  letter  of  son  William  to  brother  Oz  as  dated  Apl.  20,  1863  this  interesting  account 

of  his  father  s  activities  beginning  in  this  his  eightieth  year  and  extending  into  his  93d  year  when  he  died 
is  narrated :  ’ 


1.  Nathan  Bassett  came  to  Frank  Curtiss’  Apl.  4th,  1849  to  work  because  Curtiss  had  no  help  and 
his  work  wa«  behind  hand  &  has  lived  on  ever  since  so  said  Curtiss  to  me. 

2.  He  furnished  his  own  bed  and  bedding,  his  cloathes  <3t  both  making  &  mending  and  in  fact  his 
washing  through  Laura. 


3.  The  first  year  he  paid  his  way  in  full  by  choping  and  pileing  all  the  wood,  doing  chores  &  cutting 
brush  on  the  farm.  And  to  do  this  he  went  over  to  Mr.  Seeley’s  &  got  a  bush  hook  made  for  himself  & 
paid  for  it  himself  &  used  it  himself.  For  three  winters  Curtiss  kept  school  and  had  no  hired  man  or  boy. 
Father  did  most  of  the  chores,  such  as  feeding  the  cattle,  cleaning  the  stables,  &c. 

“4.  He  paid  more  or  less  every  year  for  food  for  the  family  such  as  Oysters,  Clams,  Fresh  meats 
&c,  &c,  say  $10  per  year. 

5.  He  paid  his  own  Doctor’s  bills  more  or  less  no  matter  what  sum. 

Now  from  the  above  facts  Curtiss  could  have  no  claims  but  for  house  room  &  food  &  time  &  expenses 
since  he  has  had  the  Attorneyship  &c.” 

1854,  Apl.  5.  Vol.  56,  p  107  L  R:  Nathan  Bassett  of  Warren  sells  to  Samuel  H.  Dudley  “for  a  valuable 
sum”  land  in  Milton  together  with  shop  &  water  privilege  thereon.  He  sells  to  him  also  a  $300  mortgage 
note  dated  Apl.  1,  1847  signed  by  Walter  C.  Palmer.  “This  is  the  last  deed  in  which  he  figures.  All  told 
there  are  eleven  grantor  deeds  given  by  him  and  14  deeds  in  which  he  is  grantee  in  the  Litchfield  land 
records.  We  have  detailed  above  only  17  of  the  25  total. 


1856,  Summer.  Aaron  Eno  Bassette  and  Frederick  Henry  Bassette,  grandchildren,  took  a  vacation 
trip  from  New  Britain  to  Litchfield,  Warren  and  Watertown,  driving  overland  in  a  one  horse  shay.  On 
arrival  at  Warren  they  found  Grandfather  Nathan  splitting  wood  in  the  Curtis’  yard.  Thus  at  87  he  had 
the  brawn  and  the  will  to  conquer.  Aaron,  above,  was  a  clerk  at  this  time  in  the  store  of  his  uncle  Amos 
R.  Eno  in  New  York.  He  was  home  on  vacation  and  the  brothers  had  this  nice  joy-ride  together  Aaron 
was  Frederick’s  only  living  older  brother  and  his  undue  death  at  25,  only  four  years  from  no\v°  cutting  short 
a  promising  youth  and  career,  was  a  great  shock  to  Frederick  and  to  the  entire  family. 


1862,  May  28.  Under  this  date  F.  A.  Curtiss  of  Warren  prepared  a  list  entitled  “Funds  of  N  Bassett 
now  in  my  possession”,  as  follows:  “Town  Order,  $2,000.00;  Z.  Eldred’s  note,  $2,000.00;  Treasury  notes 
$1,550.00;  Erie  Bond,  $1,000.00;  M.  S.  Hine’s  notes,  $200.00;  R.  F.  Everitt’s  notes,  $200.00-  T  Meaghe’s 
note,  $30.00;  H.  E.  Shove’s  note,  $10.00;  Total  $6,990.00.”  8 

Speaking  of  this  list  William  Bassett  wrote  as  of  Mch.  25,  1863:  “After  looking  over  the  household 
effects  with  Laura  I  concluded  to  let  Curtiss  have  them  at  the  appraisal  value  with  the  understanding 
that  if  any  one  of  the  heirs  wished  any  of  the  articles  they  could  have  them  at  what  they  were  apprised 
So  I  gathered  up  all  the  papers,  the  old  account  books  ....  &  fetched  them  home.  I  have  looked 
them  all  over  but  do  not  find  an  inventory  of  what  Curtiss  took  possession  of,  except  this  paper  fas  above) 
Jt  lay  prominently  in  view.  Now  what  was  it  put  there  for?  My  opinion  is  the  true  amount  that  he  took 
he  wishes  not  to  have  known  &  thought  this  would  be  a  kind  of  a  blind  that  would  stop  further  enquiry.” 

i862,  Oct.  6.  GSR:  This  is  the  date  of  death  at  ripe  old  age  of  93  which  occurred  at  the  house  of  his 
granddaughter  Clara  Coe  Curtis,  at  Warren,  with  whom  he  had  lived  for  about  14  years.  A  monument 
stands  on  the  family  plot  in  the  Milton  cemetery  which  has  the  following  names  and  dates  engraved 
thro:  |  Natfurn  Bassett  b-  SePt-  ”,  1769  d.  Oct.  6,  1862  *  93  |  Mehetable  Buell,  his  wife,  b.  Aug  6 
17i4  d.  Mch.  9,  1848  s  74  |  Henry  Bassett,  their  son  b.  June  26,  1809  d.  Sept.  12,  1834  at  Sandusky,  O.  | 
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Frederick  Bassett,  their  son  b.  Jan’y  23,  1812  d.  Jan’y  10,  1839  at  Gilead,  O.  |  Samuel  Fisher  Bassett, 
their  son  b.  Mch.  28,  1814  d.  Oct.  25,  1873  |  Ira  Bassett  b.  Apl.  6,  1798  d.  Oct.  25,  1799  (there  are  3  stones 
"I.  B."  |  Laura  Bassett  Coe  b.  Aug.  7,  1794  d.  Oct.  12,  1871  |  Ira  Buell  b.  Feb’y  20,  1745  d.  Mch.  4,  1778 
x  34  |  Prudence  Deming  Buell  b.  1740  d.  Oct.  30,  1828  x  88  | 

1862,  Oct.  18.  Litchfield  Enquirer:  “Nathan  Bassett.  While  some  are  spoken  of  after  their  death  as 
'Nature’s  Noblemen’  others  there  have  been  who  though  never  holding  a  position  particularly  high  in 
public  life  might  for  their  honest  independence  of  thought  and  action  be  justly  denominated  ‘God’s 
Freemen’.  Such  a  man  in  the  estimation  of  those  who  knew  him  best,  a  man  both  noble  and  independent 
was  Nathan  Bassett.  Without  the  faculty  or  the  desire  of  being  popular  in  the  common  acceptance  of 
that  term  and  never  popular  with  the  crafty  and  intriguing,  nor  with  the  vicious  and  immoral,  he  was 
none  the  less,  but  the  more,  esteemed  by  those  who  could  appreciate  the  high-toned  integrity  of  his  pur¬ 
poses  and  his  life.  There  are  those  nowadays  who  think  it  manly  and  smart  to  speak  sneeringly  of  the 
Puritans  of  the  olden  time;  of  their  rigid  theology,  their  stiff  morality,  their  uncompromising  regard  for 
religious  law  and  order.  Nathan  Bassett  was  of  Puritan  descent  and  education,  tracing  his  lineage  back 
to  one  of  the  early  Pilgrims  who  dwelt  in  the  vicinity  of  Plymouth  Rock.  We  need  not  wonder  that  there 
was  something  akin  to  granite  in  his  composition  and  constitution,  nor  that  as  being  himself  of  Puritan 
blood  and  bone,  he  was  never  ashamed  of  his  ancestry.  He  was  a  man  of  robust  frame  and  a  large  heart; 
a  man  to  be  relied  on  in  all  the  affairs  and  relations  of  life;  a  staunch  advocate  of  temperance  and  a  friend 
of  the  poor  slave.  In  politics  he  was  the  Christian  Patriot,  in  religion  the  Christian  Soldier.  If  sometimes 
blunt  in  the  expression  of  his  views  of  right  and  wrong,  he  was  yet  a  man  of  the  kindest  spirit  towards 
those  whose  honestly  cherished  opinions  differed  from  his  own;  and  with  an  accepted  theology  of  the 
strictest,  sternest  Bible  type,  too  strict  and  stern  to  find  favor  with  the  various  latitudinarianisms  of  the 
present  day,  he  was  still  the  humble  disciple  of  Jesus  Christ,  a  lover  of  the  Gospel,  a  liberal  supporter  of 
its  institutions;  and  now  that  he  is  gone,  this  man  who  never  bent  the  knee  to  any  being  except  his  God, 
It  might  be  inscribed  on  his  tomb-stone  as  it  was  said  to  have  been  on  Martin  Luther’s:  ‘Here  lies  the  man 
who  never  feared  the  face  of  clay.’  ” 

1862,  Dec.  2.  Vol.  28,  p  396  P  Ct,  Litchfield:  “Administration  of  the  estate  of  Nathan  Bassett  is 
granted  to  William  Bassett  of  Watertown,  son  of  the  deceased,  who  gives  bond  of  $12,000.00  as  security. 
Appraisers  are  appointed,  Fred’k  Coleman  and  Franklin  B.  Taylor,  and  commissioners  were  ordered 
appointed  at  a  public  meeting  of  creditors  to  be  held  Dec.  15,  1862,  1 :00  p.m.,  to  adjust  claims.”  Writing 
from  the  seat  of  War  at  New  Orleans  Nathan  Bassett’s  grandson  Frederick  asks  his  mother  under  date 
Nov.  14,  1862:  “Write  and  tell  me  about  the  distribution  of  Grandfather’s  estate.” 

1862,  Dec.  15,  P  398  Do:  William  Bassett,  adm.,  reports  that  he  gave  public  notice  of  the  meeting  and 
he  represents  the  estate  to  be  insolvent.  The  Court  appoints  Samuel  H.  Dudley  of  Litchfield  and  William 
Hopkins  of  Warren  Commissioners  to  examine  claims,  publish  same  &c.  David  C.  Whittlesey  of  Wash- 
ington  is  appointed  trustee  of  so  much  of  the  estate  as  is  bequeathed  to  Geo.  T.  Brown,  the  former  trustee 
having  died,  and  he  gave  bond  as  filed.  In  a  letter  of  William  Bassett  dated  Dec.  18,  ’62,  to  his  brother 
Ozias  he  tells  of  Curtiss’  attempt  to  dictate  who  should  be  Commissioners  and  says:  “Curtiss  has  gone 
to  Washington;  that  is  why  he  was  not  at  Litchfield.  How  does  he  get  so  much  money  to  spend?” 

1863,  Mch.  25.  Letter  dated  Watertown  from  William  Bassett  to  Ozias  has  this  reference  to  the  war: 
“I  am  not  satisfied,”  he  says,  speaking  of  the  father’s  Estate  at  Warren,  “with  the  mount  of  the  taxes 
now  &  previously.  Last  fall  I  think  it  was  $48,  now  I  am  presented  with  $44  which  is  only  the  amount 
for  Volunteers  &  the  usual  town  tax  is  yet  to  be  added.”  He  thinks  that  what  is  left,  being  only  cash, 
bonds  and  notes  are  non-taxable  anyway. 

1863,  June  15.  Vol.  29,  p  /8  P  Ct:  Commissioners  S.  H.  Dudley  and  William  Hopkins  recommend  pay¬ 
ment  of  claims  as  follows:  F.  A.  Curtiss  $1,851.00;  2  others  $5.00;  total  $1,856.00,  and  the  Court  sets 
Oct.  26,  1863,  2:00  pm.,  for  a  public  hearing  on  same. 

On  June  23d  William  writes  Ozias  of  his  satisfaction  with  the  settlement  with  Curtiss,  which  included 
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4  Curtiss  notes  aggregating  $628;  note  of  M.  S.  Hine  of  Warren  $200;  note  of  R.  F.  Everett  of  Illinois, 
Curtiss’  brother-in-law,  $200;  and  money  which  Curtiss  had  had  without  giving  note  of  $597.S8;  and 
interest,  &c,  $225.12.  As  against  this  $1,851.00  Curtiss  was  to  be  charged  with  income  not  accounted 
for  of  $493.00  as  shown  in  administrator’s  account  below.  “  But,”  says  William,  “  I  am  not  satisfied  with 
the  Amount  of  the  Estate  which  under  Appraisment  is  $8,216.60  and  is  short  a  good  sum  -  Samuel 
says  about  $3,000.00.  Curtiss  says  there  was  about  $5,500.00  at  the  sale  (in  1848),  but  I  think  more. 
But  take  $5,500.00  x  14H  years  =  $10, 136.00  at  6%  simple  interest  only,  whereas  more  than  half  of  it 
was  at  7%  and  compounded  too.  $5,500  x  14J4  yrs  =  $12,807  compounded  at  6%  and  $14,667  at  7%. 
Where  is  the  rest  of  this  money?  who  knows?  All  I  can  make  out  (as  expended)  is  to  Ira  $100  &  from 
Mr.  Harrison’s  Sermon  I  learn  that  he  gave  $15.00  a  year  &  to  the  meeting  house  $100,  these  amounts 
thus  given  =  $410.  Where’s  the  rest?  This  wastage  has  not  accrued  by  bad  debts  nor  by  lying  idle  for  it 
was  put  in  the  Savings  Bank  as  it  accrued.”  Rev.  Geo.  J.  Harrison  referred  to  was  a  very  lovable  and 
capable  pastor  who  began  work  at  Milton  in  Sept.,  1854  and  continued  there  for  39  years  till  he  died. 
Nothing  further  developed  apparently  to  account  for  the  big  “wastage”  for  on  the  date  appointed  the 
administrator  submitted  the  following  report,  which  shows  interest  collected  of  only  $1,321.00. 

1863,  Oct.  26.  Vol.  29,  p  89  P  Ct:  William  Bassett  administrator  submits  account  as  follows: 


Inventory . $8,216.00 

F.  A.  Curtiss  % .  493.00 

Int.  on  bonds  &  notes . 1,321.01  $10,038.61 

By  Claims  allowed,  mostly  to  Curtis  .......  $1,856.00 

Administration  % .  262.61  2,118.61 

Balance  for  distribution  ........  $7,920.00 


1864,  Jan’y  15.  Vol.  29,  p  144  P  Ct:  “Franklin  A.  Curtiss  named  in  the  will  of  Nathan  Bassett  late 
of  Warren,  dec’d,  as  Trustee  of  so  much  of  the  estate  of  sd  Bassett  as  was  bequeathed  to  Laura  Coe 
accepted  said  trust  &  gave  satisfactory  bond”  &c.  This  arrangement,  which  was  made  presumably  to 
secure  to  Laura  Coe  the  exclusive  use  of  the  bequest,  was  not  satisfactory  to  her  as  shown  by  a  letter  to 
her  brother  Ozias  headed  “Sabbath”  but  without  date.  She  says,  “  I  told  F  I  did  not  want  to  be  deprived 
of  what  honestly  was  my  own  nor  to  feel  as  my  Father  did  with  his  empty  Purse  while  others  had  his 

money.  As  it  is  I  must  know  what  I  can  do  if  there  is  any  law  to  Protect  me” . None  of  the 

children  were  satisfied  with  the  settlement;  but  like  so  many  trusteeships  or  estates  where  careful  books 
of  account  are  not  kept,  suspicion  is  justified  and  the  burden  of  proof  should  rest  with  the  trustee  or 
executor. 


CHILDREN 

(first  eight  recorded  on  Litchfield  Vital  Records) 

1.  LAURA  b.  Aug.  7,  1794;  m.  Sept.  24,  1817,  Dyer  Coe;  shed.  Oct.  12,  1871,  x  77  he  d.  Apl.  18,  1866,  x  72  2  ch 

Laura  Bassett  joined  Milton  Church  in  1814.  Laura  Coe  joined  again  by  letter  in  1846,  indicating  removal 
from  and  return  to  Milton.  Records  are  on  the  Milton  monument.  Both  died  at  Warren.  Their  daughter 
Clarissa  m.  Franklin  A.  Curtis  of  Warren  with  whom  grandfather  Nathan  Bassett  spent  his  last  days.  Other 
child  Mary  m.  Nelson  Clark  and  went  to  Michigan. 

2.  HETTY  b.  Feb'y  20,  1796;  m.  Zenas  Eldred,  widower;  she  d.  Mch.  19,  1875,  te  79  he  d.  a  Feb’y,  1863  0  ch 

Hetty  Bassett  joined  Milton  Church  in  1814.  They  lived  in  Winfield,  Herkimer  Co.,  N.  Y.,  where  he  died. 

He  had  several  children  by  first  wife;  none  by  second.  She  came  to  visit  in  New  Britain  about  1869  and  was 
a  lovely  lady.  She  d.  at  residence  of  sister  Mary  at  Parish,  N.  Y. 

3.  IRA  b.  Apl.  6,  1798;  he  d.  Oct.  25,  1799,  ae  1  yr.,  6  mos.,  20  days.  Stone  in  Milton  family  plot  in  Burying  Ground. 

4.  IRA  b.  Nov.  28,  1799;  m.  a  1830,  Narcena  Hunt;  he  d.  June  8,  1886,  x  87  she  d.  Sept.  10,  1898,  x  91  5  ch 

He  settled  first  in  N.  Y.  State  where  he  m.  and  where  first  two  children  were  bom.  Then  they  moved  to 
Saline,  Mich.,  where  he  died.  Wife  d.  at  Ann  Arbor.  Their  children  were:  1.  Harrison  W.,  who  m.  and  had 
one  son  Clifford  E.;  2.  Sereno  B.,  who  m.  and  had  six  sons:  Emmett  C.,  Fred  C.,  Frank  H.,  Charles  A., 


. 
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Merritt  G.,  Elmer;  3.  Laura  who  m.  Godfred,  no  issue;  4.  Leonard  who  m.  and  had  two  sons:  Laveme, 
Charles  L.  Laveme  met  the  writer  in  Houston,  Tex.,  in  1896;  5.  Sophia,  who  m.  Nelson  Booth,  and  had  one 
son  Walter  H.  In  Oct.,  1871,  brother  Ozias  went  to  visit  Ira  in  his  Michigan  home. 

5.  CLARISSA  b.  Nov.  26,  1801;  m.  Sept.  15,  1829,  George  P.  Talmadge;  she  d.  Aug.  25,  1853,  x  52  he  d.  3  ch 

May  2,  1861,  x  59 

Clarissa  Bassett  joined  Milton  Church  in  1814.  They  lived  in  Warren,  Conn.  Father  Bassett  in  Will  named 
him  executor.  He  d.  by  drowning  (Jelo  de  se).  Their  children  were  1.  Helen;  2.  Frances;  3.  Laura.  Helen  m. 

Sept.  27,  1852  Orlando  Swift  and  had  (a)  Talmadge  who  m.  Josephine  Barr  and  had  Katherine,  Irene,  Orlando, 
Barbara,  (b)  Grace  m.  Wm.  F.  Curtis,  son  of  Franklin  above,  no  issue,  (c)  Clarrissa  m.  James  E.  Brewer  of 
»  Oneida,  N.  Y.  and  had  Helen,  Grace,  Orlando,  (d)  Robert  m.  (1)  Flora  A.  Sackett,  no  issue;  m.  (2)  Katherine 

B.  Belden  and  had  Herbert  and  Beatrice,  (e)  Wilkie  (d.  May  17,  1862,  ae  1  yr).  (f)  Herbert  m.  Ada  De  Wolf 
Gould  and  had  Robert  and  Roland,  (g)  Helen  m.  Edwin  C.  Andrews,  no  issue,  (h)  Orlando  m.  Bertha  H. 

Swift  and  had  Catherine,  Morton,  Evelyn,  (i)  Evelyn. 

6.  WILLIAM  b.  July  25,  1805;  m.  July  25,  1832,  Maria  Guernsey;  he  d.  Apl.  3,  1878,  x  73  she  d.  Aug.  31,  5  ch 

1883,  x  74 

In  1838  he  was  on  Board  of  Relief  at  Litchfield.  Later  settled  on  Guernsey  Hill  in  Watertown,  Ct.  The  Court 
appointed  him  executor  of  father’s  estate  in  1862.  Their  children  were  1.  Maria  Elizabeth  unm.;  2.MaryJane 
who  m.  Lucino  Woodward,  no  issue;  3.  William  Henry  who  m.  Mary  J.  Cowles  and  had  William  D.,  Alma 
M.,  Anna  F.,  Charles  B.,  Henry  M.,  Clara  M.  &  Bertha  C.;  4.  Anna  Clarissa  who  m.  Fred'k  Bassett  Devendorf 
and  had  Grace  L.,  William  F.  &  Christine  A.;  5.  James  Guernsey  who  m.  Florence  Lyman  and  had  James 
G.,  Fred'k  L.,  William  N.,  Paul  D.,  Philip,  Buell  S.,  John  D.,  Florence  &  Faith. 

7.  OZIAS  BUELL  b.  Mch.  7,  1S07;  m.  May  23,  1832,  Emeline  Eno  (see  below) 

8.  HENRY  b.  June  26,  1809;  he  d.  Sept.  12,  1834,  as  25 

He  was  not  married.  He  died  at  Sandusky,  Ohio,  while  he  was  on  selling  trip  for  Bassett  &  Gibbs.  Record 
on  monument  at  Milton. 

9.  FREDERICK  b.  Jan’y  23,  1812;  he  d.  Jan’y  10,  1839,  x  27 

He  joined  Milton  Church  in  1826.  He  was  not  married.  He  died  at  Gilead,  Ohio,  while  on  selling  trip,  like 
brother,  for  Bassett  &  Gibbs.  Record  on  monument  at  Milton. 

10.  SAMUEL  FISHER  b.  Mch.  26,  1814;  he  d.  Oct.  23,  1873,  x  59 

He  lived  at  Milton,  close  to  father;  was  not  married.  He  was  non  compos  mentis  member.  Record  on  monu¬ 
ment  at  Milton. 

11.  MARY  CAROLINE  b.  June  1 1,  1817;  m.  Aug.  2,  1841,  Samuel  Devendorf;  she  d.  May  8,  1889,  x  72  he  d.  6  ch 

Aug.  11,  1875,  ae  71 

They  were  m.  in  Milton,  Ct.,  and  settled  at  his  home  in  Cedarville  (Herkimer  Co),  NY.,  where  five  children 
were  born.  Then  moved  to  Union  Square  (Oswego  Co)  where  last  child  was  bom.  He  was  a  magistrate. 

He  d.  at  Union  Sq;  she  d.  at  Adams  Centre,  NY.  Their  children  were:  1.  Jane  L.  who  d.  1S66  x  24;  2. 
Frances  T.  who  m.  John  Burgess  and  had  Mary  J.,  Carrie  D.,  Lora  S.,  &  Frederick  M.;  3.  Frederick  B.  who 
m.  1st  consin  Anna  C.  Bassett  and  had  Grace  L.,  William  F.,  &  Christine  A. ;  4.  Franklin  D.  w he  m.  Martha  E. 
Burnett  and  had  Mabelle  G.,  &  Elfrida  F.;  5.  Henry  M.  who  m.  (1)  Wid.  Sarah  D.  Bunce  and  had  Carrie  V., 

&  Rose  M.,  when  he  m.  (2)  Nellie  Fuller,  no  issue;  6.  Carrie  C.  who  m.  Charles  F.  Dyer,  no  issue. 


OZIAS  BUELL  BASSETTE  b.  Mch.  7,  1807 
EMELINE  ENO  m.  May  23,  1832 

b.  Dec.  11,  1805  d.  Feb’y  27,  1878 

d.  Aug.  30,  1905  x  71 

ae  100 

1805,  Dec.  1 1.  P  380  Andrews:  On  the  authority 
of  Henry  Lane  Eno,  Emeline  Eno’s  parents  were 
living  in  the  house  of  Mr.  Colton  just  north  of  the 
railroad  at  Hoskins  Station  in  Simsbury  when  she 
was  born.  This  place  was  afterward  occupied  by 
Mr.  Noble.  Some  years  later  her  father  Salmon 


’807,  Mch.  7.  Vol.  II,  p  8  B  M  D,  Litchfield: 
"Ozias  son  to  Nathan  oi  Mehitable  Bassett  Born 
March  7,  1807.”  This  birth  was  in  the  society  of 
Milton.  Both  Andrews  and  Camp  in  their  New 
Britain  histories  give  the  date  Mch.  7,  1806  and 
so  it  is  stated  on  the  tombstone;  but  the  Litchfield 
town  clerk’s  record  is  in  all  probability  correct  -  a 
year  made  famous  by  Robert  Fulton  who  on  Aug. 
11th  sent  the  first  successful  steamship  from  New 
York  to  Albany,  150  miles  in  32  hours.  Ozias’ 
youth  up  to  21  took  him  through  the  three  ad" 
ministrations  of  Madison,  Monroe  and  J.  Q. 
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Eno  bought  the  house  and  farm  farther  up  on 
Simsbury  street,  stretching  to  the  Farmington 
River,  of  Capt.  Joe  Humphrey,  the  house  being 
built  about  1760  -  sixteen  years  before  the  Revo¬ 
lution.  Here  it  may  be  said  she  was  brought  up. 
This  was  afterward  occupied  by  her  brother  Sal¬ 
mon  Chester  Eno,  and  then  his  son  Aaron  Eno. 
Simsbury  street  is  a  wonderful  street  to  be  brought 
up  on.  This  is  equally  true  of  many  other  wide 
New  England  town  streets;  but  there  is  none  other 
just  like  that  of  Simsbury.  It  suggests  the  farmer 
seeking  wisdom  and  culture  in  balanced  activity, 
which  is  an  epitome  of  the  ideal  citizen  and  patriot 
of  free  America.  No  valley  co-operates  with  man 
in  produce  of  equality  and  quantity  in  greater 
perfection  than  the  Farmington  valley  at  Sims¬ 
bury,  while  free  schools  and  academies  and 
churches  have  ever  abounded  to  teach  these 
farmers,  in  the  words  of  Emerson,  "to  keep  their 
wagons  hitched  to  a  star,”  and  in  the  words  of  a 
wise  wag,  "with  the  wheels  kept  upon  the 
ground.” 

Daniel  Webster  has  given  us  this  apostrophy  to 
the  farmer:  “Let  us  never  forget  that  the  cultiva¬ 
tion  of  the  earth  is  the  most  important  labor  of 
man.  Man  may  be  civilized  in  some  degree  with¬ 
out  great  progress  in  manufactures  and  with  little 
commerce  with  his  distant  neighbors.  But  without 
the  cultivation  of  the  earth,  he  is,  in  all  countries 
a  savage.  Until  he  gives  up  the  chase,  and  fixes 
himself  in  some  place,  and  seeks  a  living  from  the 
earth,  he  is  a  roaming  barbarian.  When  tillage 
begins,  other  arts  follow.  The  farmers,  therefore, 
are  the  founders  of  civilization.” 

Emeline  Eno  never  forgot  the  early  joys  of 
Simsbury  for  in  her  old  age  her  mind  ever  re¬ 
turned  to  the  scenes  of  her  youth  with  joyful 
thought.  As  a  young  lady  she  was  engaged  to 
Phineas  Mather  -  a  fine  >oung  man  in  every  way, 
but  before  wedlock  he  died  much  lamented. 
Emeline  was  so  depressed  that  she*  took  up  school 
teaching.  Her  daughter  Mary  tells  of  how  she  took 
her  mother,  at  age  95,  to  Simsbury  and  upon  en¬ 
tering  the  burying  ground  her1  mother  went 
straight  to  her  first  lover’s  grave  and  said  she 
always  went  there  when  ever  she  came  to  Sims¬ 
bury. 

1823-1832.  These  years,  more  or  less,  represent 
the  period  when  Emeline  taught  school.  Here 


Adams  which  included  the  war  of  1812  and  also 
the  "era  of  good  feeling”  in  American  politics.  He 
was  married  in  the  middle  of  Jackson’s  turbulent 
term. 

1826.  P  13  C  R,  100th  anni:  Ozias  Bassett  joins 
the  Milton  Church  in  this  nineteenth  year  of  his  age. 

1828-1832.  This  little  sketch  of  these  young 
manhood  days  was  told  to  the  writer  at  the  wed¬ 
ding  of  Ozias’  great  granddaughter  Margaret  Sage 
on  June  19,  1915  at  Hartford,  by  Mary  Eno  Mum- 
ford  his  daughter  and  Frederick  Henry  Bassette 
his  son:  “After  all  schooling  was  over,  father  went 
from  Litchfield  to  Terryville  which  was  named 
after  Eli  Terry  ‘The  Father  of  American  Clock 
Making’.  It  was  a  part  of  Plymouth,  Conn.,  and 
father’s  object  in  going  there  was  to  learn  the 
carpenter’s  trade.  While  there  he  became  ac¬ 
quainted  w-ith  the  manufacture  of  wooden  clocks 
made  by  the  Seth  Thomas  Clock  Co.,  which  was 
Terry’s  successor  -  the  first  clock  Company  in 
America.  After  the  trade  was  learned  he  returned 
to  Litchfield,  (Milton)  and  started  the  Company 
of  ‘Bassette  and  Gibbs'  to  manufacture  clocks. 
They  bought  the  w'ooden  wheels  in  Terryville, 
made  most  of  the  other  parts  and  assembled  same 
for  market.  They  were  fine  timekeepers.  The  sales 
were  handled  by  Ozias’  brothers  Frederick  and 
Henry,  after  whom  Frederick  Henry  Bassette  was 
named.  The  clocks  were  packed  for  shipment  in 
special  cases  of  which  we  remember  one  called  the 
"clock  box’  which  was  in  the  attic  of  the  New 
Britain  house  and  which  was  used  for  hanging  old 
clothes  in.  Frederick  and  Henry  went  on  one  sell¬ 
ing  trip  to  Ohio  from  which  they  never  returned, 
both  taking  sick  and  dying  and  being  buried  there, 
Frederick  at  Gilead  and  Henry  at  Sandusky.  This 
was  such  a  shock  to  the  business  that  father 
abandoned  it  and  the  firm  was  dissolved.  While 
father  w’as  learning  his  trade  in  Terryville  he  met 
Emeline  Eno  who  was  teaching  school  there  and 
their  engagement  and  marriage  followed.” 

The  three  following  deeds  cover  the  clockmak¬ 
ing  shop  and  partnership  in  Milton  as  referred  to 
above.  Notice  the  amounts  paid  by  the  junior 
partners  —  exactly  one-quarter  of  the  original  pur¬ 
chase  price. 

1832,  Jan’y  27.  Vol.  39,  p  109  L  R,  Litchfield: 
Ozias  B.  Bassette  buys  from  John  M.  West  for 
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ingenuity  and  originality  were  exhibited.  At  one 
time  she  got  up  an  exhibition,  one  feature  of  which 
was  to  put  the  school  children  through  a  sun  dial 
formation  which  was  very  striking.  This  was  very 
favorably  reported  in  the  press  and  it  was  widely 
commented  upon.  She  was  teaching  in  Terryville, 
Conn.,  when  she  met  Ozias  Bassette  who  was  there 
from  Litchfield  to  learn  the  carpenter’s  trade. 
Friendship  soon  ripened  into  betrothal  and  then 
marriage  at  home  in  Simsbury  (May  23,  1832). 

For  the  first  six  years  after  marriage  Emeline 
and  Ozias  lived  with  Ozias’  father  and  mother 
Nathan  and  Mehitable  Bassett  at  the  farmhouse 
in  Milton,  Ct.  They  were  busy  enough  years  for 
Emeline  for  five  children  were  born  to  them  during 
these  six  years  -  Helen  Jane,  Charles,  Aaron  Eno, 
William  and  Mary  Ann;  but  pain  was  sprinkled 
with  the  joy  in  the  deaths  of  Charles  and  William 
within  two  months  of  their  births.  It  was  at 
Emeline’s  mother’s  earnest  solicitation  that  they 
moved  to  New  Britain  in  1838. 

1838,  Feb’y  4.  P  380  Andrews:  Mrs.  Emeline 
Bassett  joins  the  First  Church  in  New  Britain  by 
letter  from  the  church  in  Simsbury.  She  is  No.  877 
on  the  list,  her  husband  No.  876;  the  total  at  the 
time  of  her  death  being  2,854.  Rev.  Dwight  M. 
Seward,  fifth  pastor  of  the  Church,  graduate  of 
Yale  1831,  was  in  charge  in  1838  while  the  church 
edifice  was  the  second  one  which  stood  on  the  cor¬ 
ner  of  Main  and  East  Main  streets  where  the 
Burritt  school  now  stands. 

The  stay  in  New  Britain  was  short,  however,  for 
in  less  than  two  years  they  moved  back  to  Milton, 
and  here  the  children  Milton  and  Mary  were  born 
before  the  time  came  to  again  return  to  the  Rob¬ 
erts’  farm  at  New  Britain. 

1844,  Nov.  P  65  So  Ch  Half  Century:  This  time 
in  returning  Emeline  Bassett  and  her  husband 
join  the  new  South  Congregational  Church,  bring¬ 
ing  letters  with  them  from  the  First  Church  of 
New  Britain.  Evidently  they  had  not  taken  letters 
with  them  to  the  Milton  Church  since  they  may 
have  surmised  that  in  due  time  they  would  return. 
In  the  South  Church  roll  of  members  she  is  No. 
159,  her  husband  being  No.  158,  the  total  charter 
members  on  July  5,  1842  being  120,  all  of  whom 
came  in  a  body  from  the  First  Church.  On  the 
Fiftieth  anniversary  in  1892  the  total  had  grown 


$187.50,  \%  acres  of  land  in  Milton  bounded  N 
by  highway,  E  by  grist  mill  lot,  S  by  Daniel  Hall’s 
land,  W  by  stake  and  stones  on  stream.  This  was 
warrantee  deed  with  right  of  water  privileges  in¬ 
cluding  right  to  keep  the  lower  dam  up  to  usual 
height  and  thereby  flow  the  water  back  as  usual 
for  ever. 

1832,  Apr.  2.  P  146  Do:  Ozias  B.  Bassett  gives 
warrantee  deed  to  Willis  Gibbs,  for  $46.87,  of  one- 
quarter  part  of  piece  of  land  containing  1%  acres 
with  right  of  l/±  of  water  privilege. 

1832,  Apl.  2.  P  147  Do:  Ozias  B.  Bassett  gives 
warrantee  deed  to  Manly  Peters  for  $46.87,  of  one 
quarter  part  of  land  same  as  above. 

1832,  May  23.  Vol.  4,  p  470  V  R,  Simsbury: 
“Ozias  B.  Basset  of  Litchfield  and  Emeline  Eno 
of  Simsbury  were  by  me  joined  in  marriage  - 
Allen  McLean.  Received  &  recorded  June  4,  1832 
Moses  Ensign,  Register.”  Their  daughter  Mary 
recalls  th?ft  Ozias  had  $1,000  saved  at  the  time  of 
the  wedding.  She  recalls  many  fine  qualities  in  her 
father.  While  he  was  a  busy  fanner,  he  was  yet  a 
great  reader  and  included  such  reading  of  the  law 
as  led  to  his  election  as  a  magistrate,  both  at 
Litchfield  and  at  New  Britain.  Here  there  was 
large  room  for  the  display  of  fine  qualities  and  they 
were  utilized  as  will  appear.  His  daughter  Julia 
says  he  was  a  great  admirer  of  the  works  of  nature 
and  it  was  characteristic  of  him  to  bring  in  a 
bunch  of  cardinal  flowers  and  exclaim,  “could 
there  be  anything  more  beautiful!  why  plant  a 
flower  garden  when  God  gives  us  such  bloom?” 
As  superintendent  of  the  South  Church  Sunday 
School  for  four  years  and  later  as  teacher  for  many 
years  of  the  elder  ladies  Bible  class,  especially 
under  such  able  leadership  as  the  South  Church 
had  in  Rev.  Dr.  Constance  L.  Goodale,  fine  quali¬ 
ties  had  a  splendid  chance  to  play. 

1838,  Feb’y  4.  P  380  Andrews:  This  is  the  date 
when  Ozias  and  wife  Emeline  join  the  First 
Church  in  New  Britain,  he  by  letter  from  the 
Church  in  Milton.  He  is  number  876  on  their  list, 
his  wife  being  877,  she  joining  by  letter  from  the 
Church  in  Simsbury.  The  First  Church,  at  that 
time,  was  the  one  built  in  1822  at  the  corner  of 
Main  and  East  Main  Sts.,  where  the  Burritt 
School  now  stands.  The  pastor  was  Rev.  Dwight 
M.  Seward,  5th  pastor  of  the  Church,  who  held 
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to  1,889.  Rev.  Samuel  Rockwell  was  the  kindly 
and  able  first  pastor  in  those  days  who  said,  “  when 
I  came  I  found  a  united  Church,  a  praying  Church, 
a  Church  waiting  for  the  ministrations  of  the 

gospel . On  my  first  survey  of  the  field,  I 

felt  that  my  work  was  more  than  half  accom- 
plished  because  that  public  sentiment  among  all 
the  business  and  influential  men  of  the  place  was 
so  strongly  in  favor  of  good  order,  temperance, 
Sabbath-schools,  and  vital  religion.”  For  at  least 
fourteen  years  before  her  death  Emeline  Eno 
Bassette  ranked  as  the  oldest  living  member  both 
in  age  and  in  Church  membership,  the  living  mem¬ 
bership  being  at  the  large  figure  of  1,100  on  Jan’y 
1,  1905  -  the  year  of  her  death. 

1850,  Summer.  The  building  of  a  new  house 
ranks  generally  as  one  of  the  chief  joys  of  life,  and 
so  it  was  for  grandma  with  the  completion  of  the 
new  100  ft.  farmhouse  this  summer.  It  is  to  her  that 
the  credit  is  given  for  adding  the  letter  “e”  to  the 
Bassett  name.  She  sealed  it  on  this  occasion  by 
writing  the  name  “Bassette”  on  the  silver  door¬ 
plate  of  this  new  home.  These  were  the  popular 
days  of  quilting-parties.  Daughter  Julia  was  but 
four  years  old  when  this  house  was  built  and 
among  her  earliest  recollections  are  the  big  quilt¬ 
ing  parties  managed  by  her  mother  in  the  double 
parlors  on  the  first  floor  and  the  corresponding 
double  rooms  above.  As  many  as  four  large  quilts 
would  be  spread  in  these  rooms  at  once  and  large 
numbers  of  women  would  work  upon  them  in  all  - 
afternoon  meetings.  In  the  evening  the  men  would 
come  to  take  their  ladies  home;  but  first  they 
would  all  eat  their  supper  together.  In  later  life  it 
was  always  a  matter  of  wonder  to  the  daughter 
how  her  mother  could  manage  to  feed  so  many  in 
those  days  before  modern  range  facilities  were 
available. 

1865,  Oct.  18.  In  letter  dated  Algiers,  La.,  son 
Frederick,  still  at  the  seat  of  war,  writing  to 
brother  Frank  at  Philadelphia  says:  “  I  received  a 
letter  from  Mother  yesterday.  She  seems  to  feel 
all  but  deserted,  but  has  the  welfare  of  her  children 
at  heart  and  thinks  that  probably  it  is  all  for  the 
best  that  distance  is  between  them  and  home.” 
Of  the  12  children  4  have  died  in  infancy  and  one 
in  young  manhood.  Helen  has  married  and  gone 
to  independent  housekeeping.  The  two  elder  boys 


the  office  from  Feb’y  3,  1836  to  June  15,  1842.  He 
had  8  or  9  pastorates  after  this  and  died  at  South 
Norwalk  at  age  of  90.  The  Bassettes  had  come  to 
New  Britain  on  the  invitation  of  Emeline’s  mother, 
Mary  Richards  Eno,  who  wanted  them  to  run  the 
farm  which  she  had  inherited  from  Aaron  Roberts 
who  had  died  on  Sept.  27,  1831.  During  the  past 
634  years  she  had  the  farm  more  or  less  on  her 
hands.  She  was  in  Simsbury  during  this  time  and 
could  do  no  more  than  to  rent  the  farm  to  others. 
In  these  days,  New  Britain  enjoyed  a  population 
of  about  1,500  people.  Their  son  Frederick  recalls 
that  a  family  named  Churchill  were  the  renters 
when  they  came  from  Litchfield  to  take  it  over. 
At  this  time  the  farm  contained  about  93  acres,  30 
of  which  on  the  south  went  to  children  of  Mr. 
Robert’s  sister  Mary  Savage;  also  20  acres  wood¬ 
land  on  the  mountain.  It  covered  approximately 
the  area  bounded  by  the  present  (1920)  Kensing¬ 
ton,  Locust  and  Greenwood  streets  (N  and  W); 
South  Main  st  (E)  and  a  line  about  200  feet  north 
of  Mill  st  (S).  A  stream  ran  through  it  from  north 
to  south  passing  through  the  “dark  woods”  with 
its  splendid  spring  flower  end  of  Glen  st)  which 
became  the  standard  playground  of  the  grand¬ 
children.  The  old  farmhouse  had  been  built  by 
Daniel  Ames,  a  joiner  and  cabinet  maker,  proba¬ 
bly  about  1780  when  he  married  Mercy  Langdon. 
On  May  14,  1781  he  sold  it  with  6)4  acres  of  land 
to  Aaron  Roberts,  a  joiner  and  fellow  apprentice. 
It  stood  on  South  Main  st.  facing  the  east  on  the 
plot  where  the  High  School  now  stands.  It  was 
given  over  to  renters  in  1850  and  to  the  grand¬ 
children  it  was  known  as  the  “Alice  Kelly”  house 
because  old  Alice  Kelly  lived  there  -  last  occupant 
of  the  old  place.  It  was  finally  pulled  down  about 
1876. 

1838,  Oct.  1.  Vol.  1825-1850,  p  103  T  V,  Berlin: 
“Lorenzo  P.  Lee,  David  W.  Whittlesey,  Augustus 
Stanley,  Ozias  B.  Bassett,  Henry  M.  Pratt,  Ralph 
Shipman,  Milton  Andrus,  Phineas  Penfield, 
Lorenzo  Eddy,  Wm  Ellis  and  Timothy  S.  Wetmore 
were  appointed  Surveyors  of  Highways  for  New 
Britain.”  At  this  annual  meeting  the  selectmen 
were  ordered  to  pay  “ten  cents  per  hour  for  a  man 
&  ten  cents  per  hour  for  a  Team”  on  highway 
work.  Here  is  the  boundary  of  the  "Society  of 
New  Britain,  South  East  District,  of  Berlin”  in 
those  days  as  given  on  p  112  of  this  T  V  Book: 
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have  not  yet  returned  from  the  seat  of  war.  Mary 
and  Frank  are  in  Philadelphia.  Burdett  is  working 
in  Hartford.  Julia  is  therefore  the  only  child  left 
at  home,  and  though  she  is  a  “romper  and  a 
bouncer”  in  the  words  of  her  brother  at  war,  she 
could  hardly  take  the  place  of  6  or  8.  These  are 
indeed  striking  if  not  hard  days  for  motherhood. 

1867.  Andrews  in  his  history  of  the  First  Church 
of  New  Britain,  published  in  1867,  gives  this  short 
sketch:  “No.  S77.  Mrs.  Emeline  Bassett  to 
Church  Feb’y  4,  1838,  by  letter  from  the  Ch  in 
Simsbury,  born  Dec.  11,  1805  at  Simsbury  to 
Salmon  Eno  &  his  wife  Polly  Richards;  married 
May  23,  1833  No  (876);  to  South  Church  by  letter 
Nov.,  1844,  with  her  husband,  No  (876).”  (list  of 
children  follows;  note  error  in  marriage  date). 
Dea.  Alfred  Andrews  did  a  splendid  work  in  com¬ 
piling  a  biographical  sketch  of  each  member  of  the 
First  Church,,  similar  to  the  above,  from  No.  1 
down  to  No.  1465.  I  do  not  know  of  any  similar 
work  for  any  other  church. 

1873.  When  her  husband  Ozias  Bassett  gave  up 
at  this  time  teaching  the  old  folks  class  at  Sunday 
School  the  leadership  was  taken  over  by  Rev. 
Charles  Nichols,  who  had  spent  31  fruitful  years 
at  Gilead  and  8  such  years  at  Higganum,  both 
Connecticut.  He  was  now  in  retirement  at  the 
home  of  his  daughter  Mrs.  John  B.  Smith  -  a  near 
neighbor  -  and  it  was  during  this  time  that  he 
wrote  his  unique  little  autobiography  in  the  form 
of  letters  to  his  grandchild  Fannie  Smith.  One  of 
Emeline  Bassette’s  children  remembers  that  for 
years  and  years  she  attended  this  Bible  Class  both 
under  her  husband’s  and  under  Mr.  Nichols’ 
leadership. 

1876,  Sept.  8.  Vol.  58,  p  41 ;  File  No.  1401  P  Ct, 
New  Britain:  “In  the  name  of  God  Amen.  I, 
Emeline  E.  Bassett  of  New  Britain  in  Hartford 
County  and  State  of  Connecticut  being  of  sound 
and  disposing  mind  and  memory,  calling  to  mind 
that  “It  is  appointed  unto  men  once  to  die”,  do 
make  and  ordain  this  my  last  Will  and  Testament, 
in  manner  and  form  following;  that  is  to  say, 
imprimis,  I  w'ill  that  all  my  debts  and  funeral 
charges  be  paid  and  discharged  by  my  executor 
herein  after  named. 

“  Item,  I  give  devise  and  bequeath  to  my  beloved 
daughters  Helen  Jane  Doen,  Mary  E.  Mumford 


“Commencing  at  the  stone  bridge  East  of  Samuel 
Hart’s  mill  running  in  a  strait  line  to  the  South 
East  corner  of  Sam’l  Booth’s  Red  Shop  thence  in 
a  strait  line  to  the  waste  wier  on  Seth  J.  North’s 
canal  thence  easterly  to  Ira  E.  Smith’s  North 
Barn  thence  east  to  Wethersfield  line  all  the  roads 
inclusive.” 

1839,  Apl.  8.  P  107  Do:  These  minutes  show 
that  a  town  meeting  held  today  to  elect  a  second 
representative  to  the  legislature,  adjourned  with¬ 
out  action.  In  fact  they  do  not  seem  to  show  any 
one  elected  to  the  Assembly  in  the  year  1839. 
Ozias  B.  Bassette  and  William  Bulkiey  were, 
however,  duly  accredited  representatives  for 
Berlin  during  this  year,  as  certified  to  in  a  letter 
of  July  1,  1921  by  the  Secretary  of  State,  Donald 
J.  Warner.  This  was  during  Van  Buren’s  adminis¬ 
tration  when  the  country  was  still  suffering  from 
the  panic  of  1837.  The  Bassettes  had  been  in  New 
Britain  now  only  a  little  over  a  year  and  it  became 
more  and  more  apparent  that  the  farm  had  been 
allowed  to  run  down  and  that  it  would  need  to  be 
re-fertilized  and  re-stocked  if  it  were  to  be  made 
profitable.  These  considerations  and  perhaps 
others  at  home  in  Milton  led  to  their  return 
thither  probably  in  the  fall  of  1839. 

1840.  P  303  L.  Hist  (1920):  The  Legislature 
appoints  Ozias  B.  Bassett  a  Justice  of  the  Peace 
for  Litchfield  County  for  two  years.  In  Litchfield 
they  lived  at  the  house  of  their  father  Nathan 
Bassett,  in  the  parish  of  Milton,  which  was  stand¬ 
ing  in  good  condition  until  1921  when  it  was 
burned  to  the  ground.  This  election  looks  as 
though  Litchfield  expected  them  to  be  fixed  there; 
but  circumstances,  especially  death,  makes  great 
changes. 

1842,  Apl.  3.  GSR:  Salmon  Eno’s  death  and 
probate  at  New  Britain  is  proof  that  the  Eno 
family  was  living  at  the  old  farm  house  on  South 
Main  street  at  the  time.  They  had  been  here  per¬ 
haps  since  the  spring  of  1840  and  very  likely  they 
w'ere  planning  to  make  it  their  permanent  home. 
Salmon’s  untimely  death,  however,  broke  up 
these  plans  and  it  was  natural  that  his  wife  Mary 
should  look  again  to  her  children  to  take  over  the 
farm.  Her  pleas  were  successful  as  the  deed  of 
1844  which  follows  shows.  The  deed  immediately 
following  shows  the  final  sale  of  the  clock  shop 
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and  Julia  E.  Lee  each  one  seventh  part  of  my  es¬ 
tate  real  and  personal  and  their  heirs  forever. 

“ Item.  1  give  devise  and  bequeath  to  my  son 
Frederick  H.  Bassett  and  Margaret  A.  Bassett 
share  and  share  alike,  one  seventh  part  of  my  estate 
real  and  personal  and  to  their  heirs  forever. 

“Item,  I  give  devise  and  bequeath  to  my  son 
Milton  H.  Bassett  and  Prudence  Bassett  his  wife, 
share  and  share  alike  one  seventh  part  of  my  es¬ 
tate  real  and  personal  and  their  heirs  forever. 

“  Item,  I  give  devise  and  bequeath  to  my  son 
Ozias  B  Bassett  and  Alice  his  wife  one  seventh 
part  of  my  estate  real  and  personal,  share  and 
share  alike  and  their  heirs  forever. 

"Item,  To  my  son  Franklin  N.  Bassett  and  his 
son  Franklin  E.  Bassett  I  give  devise  and  be¬ 
queath  one  seventh  part  of  my  estate  real  and 
personal,  share  and  share  alike  and  their  heirs 
forever. 

“Lastly,  I  do  make  and  constitute  Milton 
Humphrey  Executor  of  this  my  last  Will  and 
Testament;  and  I  do  direct  my  said  executor  not 
to  receive  any  interest  which  may  have  accrued  to 
me  on  notes,  obligations,  or  on  advancements  to 
the  several  legatees.  And  it  is  my  will  that  the 
property  or  legacies  be  distributed  to  the  Legatees 
within  one  year  after  my  decease. 

“In  witness  whereof  I  have  set  my  hand  and 
seal  this  eighth  day  of  September,  A.  D.,  1876. 

Emeline  E.  Bassette 

"Signed,  sealed,  declared  and  published  by  the 
said  Emeline  E.  Bassett  as  her  last  Will  and  Tes¬ 
tament  in  presence  of  us,  who  in  her  presence,  and 
the  presence  of  each  other  have  hereunto  sub¬ 
scribed  our  names:  Jennett  E.  Tuller 

Caroline  Prentice 
Henry  Nash 

September  8th,  1876,  Personally  appeared  be¬ 
fore  me  Jennett  E.  Tuller  and  Caroline  Prentice 
and  made  solemn  oath  that  they  attested  the  fore¬ 
going  will  of  Emeline  E.  Bassett  and  subscribed 
the  same  in  the  presence  of  the  Testatrix,  and  in 
the  presence  of  the  other  subscribing  witness  to 
said  Will  and  that  he  also  subscribed  and  attested 
said  Will  in  the  presence  of  the  deponents  and  the 
presence  of  said  Testatrix,  and  that  said  Testatrix 
at  the  time  of  the  Execution  of  said  will  was  of 


property  which  comprised  all  the  real  estate 
owned  in  Litchfield.  This  was  preparatory  to  the 
move  to  New  Britain. 

1843,  Aug.  21.  Vol.  48,  p  141  L  R,  Litchfield: 
Ozias  B.  Bassett  and  Willis  Gibbs  of  Litchfield 
give  warrantee  deed  to  Walter  Palmer,  for  $450,  of 
land  and  water  privilege  in  Milton  of  about  2 
acres,  “with  the  privilege  to  raise  the  water  to  its 
usual  height.” 

1844,  Feb’y  14.  Vol.  24,  p  156  L  R,  Berlin:  “I 
Mary  Eno  of  Berlin  for  consideration  of  $3,500.00 
received  of  Ozias  B.  Bassett  and  Emeline  Bassett 
of  Litchfield  do  sell  to  the  said  Ozias  &  Emeline  all 
that  certain  piece  or  parcel  of  land  situated  in  said 
Berlin  Society  of  New  Britain,  bounded  as  fol¬ 
lows,  to  wit  North  and  East  on  Highway,  South 
on  land  of  Samuel  Hart,  Norman  Hart  and  land 
now  owned  or  lately  by  Theodore  C.  Bronson  & 
West  on  Highway,  land  of  Charles  Parsons  and 
Elijah  Hart  containing  about  100  acres  with 
Buildings  thereon,  hereby  conveying  to  the  said 
Emeline  an  undevided  three  quarters  of  said 
premises  and  the  remaining  one  undevided  quarter 
to  the  said  Ozias.” 

This  deed  was  evidently  subject  to  a  mortgage 
as  shown  by  Q.  C.  deeds  of  Amos  R.  Eno  (1854) 
and  Mary  Eno  (1857).  Amos  had  acquired  any 
rights  of  his  brothers  and  sisters  and  quit  claimed 
the  whole  farm  shortly  after  his  recovery  from 
typhoid  fever,  through  the  careful  nursing  of 
Ozias  and  Emeline,  at  their  own  house.  Mary 
Eno’s  Q.  C.  deed  was  given  also  probably  to  per¬ 
fect  the  title.  It  would  appear  from  above  that 
the  move  from  Litchfield  to  New  Britain  was  made 
in  the  Spring  of  1844  after  spending  the  preceding 
four  years  in  Milton.  The  children  Milton  and 
Mary  were  born  therefore  in  the  interim  at  Litch¬ 
field.  On  the  return  to  New  Britain  this  time  they 
brought  from  the  farm  in  Milton  a  herd  of  cattle, 
with  horses,  carts  and  tools  sufficient  to  make  a 
good  start.  Their  son  Frederick  thinks  that 
though  Nathan  Bassett’s  will  expressly  waives  all 
previous  gifts  from  consideration,  Ozias  neverthe¬ 
less  voluntarily  gave  up  all  his  share  to  the  sisters 
since  he  had  had  this  generous  amount  of  stock, 
&c.,  from  the  farm. 

1844,  Nov.  P  65  C  R,  Half  Century:  Ozias  B. 
Bassett  joins  the  South  Congregational  Church  of 
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sound  mind  and  memory  and  signed  and  published 
said  will  in  the  presence  of  said  deponents,  and 
the  other  subscribing  witness  thereto. 

Henry  Nash,  Justice  of  Peace” 

“Codicil.  I,  Emeline  E.  Bassett  of  New  Britain 
in  the  County  of  Hartford  and  State  of  Connecti¬ 
cut  being  of  sound  and  disposing  mind  and  mem¬ 
ory  do  make  and  ordain  this  Codicil  to  my  last 
Will  and  Testament  which  bears  date  of  the  eighth 
day  of  September,  A.  D.  1876. 

"1.  I  hereby  order  and  direct  my  Executors 
hereinafter  named  to  cause  a  suitable  monument 
to  be  erected  at  my  grave  before  distribution  of  my 
Estate  shall  be  made. 

“2.  No  Legatee  under  the  Will  or  Codicil,  a 
member  of  my  family,  who  shall  present  any  claim 
against  my  estate  for  allowance  in  his  or  her  favor 
shall  be  entitled  to  its  allowance,  and  if  such  claim 
shall  be  allowed,  the  same  shall  operate  as,  and  in 
full  discharge  of  the  legacy  to  such  legatee  under 
the  Will  and  Codicil,  and  the  legacy  shall  there¬ 
upon  become  void  and  of  no  effect  in  law  or  equity. 

“3d.  Whereas,  Milton  Humphrey  Esq.  named 
as  Executor  of  my  said  Will  and  Testament  has 
by  age  and  infirmity  become  desirous  of  being  re¬ 
lieved  of  the  Executorship  of  my  said  Will  and 
Testament:  wherefore  I  hereby  accept  his  proposi¬ 
tion  in  that  regard  and  hereby  nominate  and  ap¬ 
point  my  Daughter  Mrs.  Helen  Jane  Doen  and 
my  son  Ozias  B.  Bassett  Executors  of  my  said 
Will,  and  this  Codicil. 

“4th.  The  Legacy  given  my  Grandson  (in  my 
aforesaid  Will)  Franklin  E.  Bassett  on  settlement 
of  my  estate  I  order  and  direct  to  be  paid  to  my 
son-in-law  Mr.  Joseph  P.  Mumford  of  Philadel¬ 
phia,  Penn.,  who  is  to  receive,  hold  or  manage  the 
same  as  his  judgment  shall  direct  to  be  for  the  best 
interest  of  the  said  Franklin  E.  Bassett  during  his 
minority. 

“5  th  &  Lastly:  I  do  direct  my  Executors  of  my 
Will  and  Codicil  not  to  make  any  claim  against 
any  of  my  children  for  any  sum  or  sums  of  money 
advanced,  or  loaned  by  me  to  any  of  them  or  any 
species  of  property  heretofore  received  by  them  or 
either  of  them  of  me,  or  for  any  interest  thereon. 

“In  witness  whereof  I  have  set  my  hand  and 
seal  this  9th  day  of  December  A.  D.  1880. 

Emeline  E.  Bassette 


New  Britain  by  letter  from  the  First  Church,  New 
Britain.  He  is  No.  158  on  the  Church  Roll,  his 
wife  being  No.  159.  The  South  Church  had  been 
organized  in  1842  while  they  were  away;  otherwise 
probably  they  would  have  been  charter  members, 
the  South  Church  for  one  reason  being  much 
nearer  to  the  farm.  The  First  Church  at  this  time 
was  located  at  the  corner  of  Main  &  East  Main 
streets  where  the  Burritt  school  now  stands. 

1844-1848.  P  29  C  R,  Half  Cen:  According  to 
the  South  Church  records  Ozias  B.  Bassett  was 
superintendent  of  the  Sunday  school  for  these  four 
years. 

1845,  Apl.  7.  Vol.  1825-50,  p  164  T  V,  Berlin: 
At  a  meeting  of  the  Electors  of  the  Town  of  Berlin 
held  at  the  Congregational  Meeting  House  in  the 
Society  of  Kensington,  Ozias  B.  Bassett  was  ap¬ 
pointed  Moderator.  They  tried  to  elect  two  rep¬ 
resentatives  to  the  Gen’l  Assembly  but  no  choice 
was  made. 

1845,  Oct.  6.  P  166%  Do:  At  annual  meeting 
it  was  voted  “That  the  names  of  the  Selectmen  be 
counted  as  1st,  2d  &  3d  in  the  order  in  which  they 
stand  on  the  ticket.”  Benjamin  Allyn,  Ozias  B. 
Bassett  and  William  Bowers  were  chosen  Select¬ 
men.  At  this  meeting  a  town  tax  of  4  cents  on  the 
dollar  was  laid.  Also  a  highway  tax  of  3  cents  on 
the  dollar  for  the  repair  of  highways;  and  this 
highway  tax  could  be  worked  out  if  desired  at 
10  cts.  per  hour  if  done  before  July  1,  1846. 

1846,  Mch.  30.  P  171  Do:  The  Board  of  Select¬ 
men,  O.  B.  Bassett  being  one,  sit  at  Hotel  of  Abel 
Hendrick  in  New  Britain  and  approve  as  electors 
30  men  including  Philip  Corbin  and  Garrit  P. 
Post. 

1846,  Oct.  5.  P  177  Do:  At  annual  town  meet¬ 
ing  of  Berlin,  O.  B.  Bassett,  David  Whittlese>, 
Benjamin  R.  Wright,  Horace  Wells  and  Walter 
Gladden  were  chosen  Highway  Surveyors  for  the 
Society  of  New  Britain. 

1847,  Apl.  5.  P  185  Do:  At  a  town  meeting  held 
at  the  Cong’l  Meeting  House  of  the  Society  of 
Worthington,  Ozias  B.  Bassett  was  appointed 
Moderator.  The  meeting  voted  for  Governor, 
Member  of  Congress,  Representative,  &c.  No 
choice  was  made  for  representative,  357  votes 
being  required  and  only  331  being  secured  by 
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Signed  sealed  declared  and  published  by  said 
Emeline  E.  Bassette  as  her  Codicil  to  her  last  Will 
and  Testament  in  presence  of  us  who  in  her  pres¬ 
ence  and  the  presence  of  each  other  have  hereunto 
subscribed  our  names. 

Henry  Nash 
Jennett  E.  Tuller 
Mary  Eno” 

Codicil.  Know  all  men  by  these  presents  that 
1,  Emeline  E.  Bassett,  being  of  sound  and  dispos¬ 
ing  mind  and  memory  do  hereby  make  the  follow¬ 
ing  codicil  to  my  last  will  and  testament  dated 
Sept.  8,  1876: 

“Whereas  since  the  execution  of  said  will  and 
the  first  codicil  thereto  my  son  Ozias  B.  Bassett, 
has  died,  leaving  widow,  Alice  Bassett  and  two 
children  to  wit,  Nelson  Burdette  Bassett  and 
William  B.  Bassett,  surviving  him,  now  therefore, 
it  is  my  will  that  the  one  seventh  part  of  my  estate 
given  in  my  said  original  will  to  said  Ozias  B. 
Bassett  and  Alice  his  wife  be  divided  into  tw'o 
equal  parts  and  one  of  those  parts  I  give,  bequeath 
and  devise  to  said  Alice  Bassett,  absolutely  for¬ 
ever,  and  the  other  part,  I  bequeath  and  devise  to 
said  two  children  equally  or  in  case  of  death  of 
either  child  prior  to  my  decease,  then  to  the  sur¬ 
vivor  of  them  absolutely  forever  and  I  name  and 
appoint  my  son-in-law,  Joseph  P.  Mumford  and 
my  daughter  Mrs.  Helen  Jane  Doen  executors  of 
my  will  and  the  codicils  thereto. 

In  witness  whereof  I  have  hereto  set  my  hand 
and  seal  this  5th  day  of  June  A.  D.  1890. 

Emeline  E.  Bassette  (L.S.) 

Signed,  sealed,  published  and  declared  by  the 
said  Emeline  E.  Bassette  as  and  for  a  codicil  .... 
Hattie  S.  Lee 
John  Wiard 
Frank  L.  Hungerford” 

Codicil.  Know  all  men  by  these  presents  that: 

I,  Emeline  E.  Bassett,  of  New  Britain,  Connecti¬ 
cut,  being  of  sound  and  disposing  mind  and  mem¬ 
ory  do  make  and  declare  the  following  to  be  a 

codicil  to  my  last  will  and  testament  dated  Sept.  8, 
1876: 

Whereas  by  the  terms  of  my  will  a  portion  of 
my  estate  is  given  to  my  son,  Franklin  N.  Bassett, 
now  it  is  my  will  and  I  direct  that  all  of  said  por¬ 
tion  in  whatever  it  may  consist  and  wherever  situ- 


Sam’l  Stanley.  The  meeting  adjourned  to  next 
day  with  O.  B.  Bassett  as  Moderator  and  elected 
Jacob  S.  Brandegee  and  Walter  Gladden. 

1847,  Oct.  4.  P  189  Do:  At  annual  town  meet¬ 
ing  held  at  Cong’l  Meeting  House  in  the  Society  of 
Kensington,  Ozias  B.  Bassett  was  chosen  Mod¬ 
erator.  At  this  meeting  Roswell  Moore  Ozias 
B.  Bassett  and  Shelden  W.  Twitchel  were  chosen 
Assessors.  Four  cents  on  the  dollar  plus  2  per 
cent  on  the  dollar  for  highway  repair  was  voted. 
The  meeting  voted  on  proposed  amendment  to  the 
Connecticut  Constitution  to  admit  as  an  elector 
all  males  of  21  years  residing  in  the  State  one  year 
and  in  the  town  six  months  who  “sustain  a  good 
moral  character”.  This  was  voted  down  205 
against,  131  in  favor. 

1848,  Apl.  3.  P  197  Do:  At  this  meeting  votes 
were  cast  for  Governor,  Lt.  Gov.,  Sec’y,  Treas., 
Senator,  Sheriff,  Comptroller,  Representative! 
Ozias  B.  Bassett  was  elected  Moderator.  Timothy 
W.  Stanley  &  Ira  Cole  were  duly  elected  Repre¬ 
sentatives. 

1849,  Apl.  2.  P  213  Do:  At  a  meeting  held  at 
North  Cong’l  Meeting  House  in  the  Society  of 
New  Britain,  Ozias  B.  Bassett  was  appointed 
Moderator.  It  was  voted  forthwith  to  adjourn  to 
the  Academy  where  they  voted  for  Governor  & 
State  officers.  Alfred  North  and  Horace  Butler 
were  elected  Representatives. 

1849,  Oct.  1.  P  216  Do:  At  annual  town  meeting 
held  at  Cong’l  Meeting  house  in  Society  of  Worth¬ 
ington,  Albert  Norton,  Ozias  B.  Bassett  &  Norman 
Porter  were  chosen  Assessors.  Henry  Sage  was 
chosen  one  of  eight  Constables,  and  to  clear  up  a 
doubt  on  the  election  a  second  vote  was  taken 
confirming  him  at  the  next  meeting. 

1850,  Mch.  14.  P  224  Do:  At  a  special  town 
meeting  to  consider  the  procuring  of  a  Town  Hall 
for  the  Society  of  New  Britain,  Ozias  B.  Bassett 
Esq.  was  appointed  Moderator.  A  committee  re¬ 
ported  that  money  appropriated  by  the  town  was 
not  sufficient  so  that  citizens  had  subscribed  for 
and  built  a  hall  70  ft  by  42  ft  and  18  ft  high,  worth 
$4,400  without  the  ground,  and  they  would  now 
deed  same  with  lot  to  the  city  if  the  city  would 
deed  to  them  the  lower  part  of  said  brick  building  ■ 
below  the  Hall.  This  report  was  accepted.  This 
was  the  old  Town  Hall  afterward  turned  into  the 
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ate  shall  belong  and  be  paid  to  my  son-in-law, 
Joseph  P.  Mumford  of  Philadelphia,  in  trust,  how¬ 
ever,  to  pay  over  the  use  and  income  thereof  annu¬ 
ally,  or  oftener,  as  he  may  deem  best,  to  my  said 
son,  Franklin  N.,  during  his  natural  life  and  upon 
the  decease  of  said  Franklin  N.  the  estate  so  held 
in  trust  shall  be  paid  over  and  belong  absolutely 
to  my  grandson,  Franklin  E.  Bassett  to  have  and 
to  hold  the  same  to  him,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  for¬ 
ever. 

“Witness  my  hand  and  seal  this  23d  day  of 
January,  A.  D.  1893. 

Emeline  E.  Bassette  (L.S.) 

“Signed,  sealed  and  published  by  the  said 
Emeline  E.  Bassett,  as  and  for  a  codicil  to  her  last 
will  and  testament  in  our  presence  who  in  her 
presence  and  in  the  presence  of  each  other  have 
hereunto  set  our  names  as  witnesses,  at  her  re¬ 
quest. 

Emler  Exsteam 
John  O’Connell 
John  H.  Kirkham” 

“Codicil,  Know  all  men  by  these  presents  that 
I  Emeline  E.  Bassette,  being  of  sound  and  dispos¬ 
ing  mind  and  memory  do  hereby  make  the  follow¬ 
ing  codicil  to  my  last  will  and  testament,  that  is  to 
say: 

“Whereas  I  have  named  Joseph  P.  Mumford 
and  Helen  Jane  Doen  to  be  the  executors  of  said 
will,  I  now  name  and  appoint  my  grandson  Frank¬ 
lin  E.  Bassette,  to  be  executor  also,  to  act  in  con¬ 
nection  with  said  Joseph  P.  Mumford  and  Helen 
Jane  Doen. 

“Witness  my  hand  and  seal  this  9th  day  of 
April,  A.  D.  1895 

Emeline  E.  Bassette  (L.S.) 

“Signed,  sealed,  published  and  declared  by  the 
said  Emeline  E.  Bassette  as  and  for  a  codicil  to 
her  last  will  and  testament,  in  our  presence,  who 
in  her  presence  and  in  the  presence  of  each  other 
have  hereto  at  her  request  set  our  names  as  wit¬ 
nesses: 

Marilla  Hubbard 
Wm  C.  Hungerford 
J.  H.  Kirkham” 

1878,  Feb’y  19.  Following  the  death  of  her 
husband,  with  whom  she  had  almost  reached  a 
golden  wedding  jubilee,  and  for  a  dozen  years 


High  School  but  in  later  years  replaced  by  the 
Grammar  School  on  Main  St.  It  was  resolved, 
too,  that  all  town  meetings  of  Berlin  be  held  here¬ 
after  at  said  Town  Hall  in  the  Society  of  New 
Britain.  This  was  galling  to  the  voters  of  Kensing¬ 
ton  and  Worthington  and  it  won  votes  for  the 
separation  measure  which  followed. 

1850,  May.  Vol.  I,  pp  1-1  >3  T  V,  New  Britain; 
G  A  Resolution:  “Resolved  by  this  Assembly, 
That  all  that  part  of  the  town  of  Berlin  which  is 
now  included  within  the  limits  of  the  Society  of 
New  Britain  ....  is  hereby  incorporated  into 

....  a  distinct  and  separate  town  by  the 
name  of  New  Britain,  with  all  the  rights  .... 
and  liabilities  of  other  towns  in  the  State,  with 
the  right  of  sending  one  representative  only  to  the 

General  Assembly  of  this  State . The  first 

town  meeting  of  said  town  of  New  Britain  shall  be 
held  at  the  town  hall  in  said  New  Britain  on  the 
22nd  day  of  July  A  D  1850,  and  Ozias  B.  Bassett 
shall  be  moderator  thereof  and  in  case  of  his  failure 
to  act  Samuel  Kelsey  shall  be  moderator  thereof. 
And  said  moderator  shall  warn  said  meeting  by 
posting  a  notice  thereof  on  the  sign  post  in  said 
New  Britain,  and  in  such  other  places  as  he  shall 
deem  proper,  at  least  six  days  before  said  meet¬ 
ing.”  .... 

1850  Summer.  During  the  year  1850  the  new 
farm  house  fronting  on  South  Park  facing  north 
was  erected.  South  Main  street  (later  Franklin 
Square)  was  called  in  those  days  “the  queen  street 
of  New  Britain”,  for  it  was  very  wide  and  the 
mansions  of  the  Stanleys  and  the  Smith’s  were  on 
it  -  the  most  expensive  dwellings  in  town.  The 
children  Mary  Bassette  Mumford  and  Frederick 
Henry  Bassette  (1920)  vividly  recall  the  house¬ 
raising  when  neighbors  came  from  all  over  New 
Britain  to  help  put  it  up.  They  recall  how  their 
mother  made  great  quantities  of  doughnuts,  pies, 
cake,  etc.,  for  the  occasion.  Great  tables  were 
spread  in  the  yard  with  these  and  other  good 
things  to  eat  and  drink.  Such  was  the  power  of 
cooperation  in  the  days  before  contractors  and 
machinery  systematized  and  softened  the  physical 
work  of  man.  The  house  with  the  wood  shed  at¬ 
tached  was  over  100  feet  long  from  East  to  West. 
Painted  all  white  it  made  an  imposing  structure. 

It  was  before  the  popular  use  of  furnaces  and  cel¬ 
lars.  Having  been  educated  as  a  carpenter,  Grand- 


. 


THE  BASSETTE  FAMILY 


39 


thereafter,  she  remained  in  active  control  of  the 
farm,  though  the  farming  operations  were  much 
restricted.  The  remains  of  the  barn  that  was 
burned  in  the  previous  November  were  cleared 
away  and  a  new  commodious  barn  was  erected. 
Gradually,  however,  the  oxen  and  horses  and 
swine  and  turkeys  and  guinea  hens  and  workmen 
decreased  until  in  about  10  years  there  remained 
but  one  hired  man  and  one  cow  with  the  inevitable 
chickens.  The  city  was  encroaching  more  and 
more  and  then  came  the  division  of  the  acres  into 
building  lots. 

1888,  Apl.  This  is  the  date  of  a  map  by  W.  H. 
Cadwell,  C.  E.,  showing  survey  and  plan  of  build¬ 
ing  lots  on  the  new  Bassett,  Warlock  and  Edson 
streets,  and  all  the  property  as  far  south  as  Ellis 
street  and  as  far  east  as  South  Main  street,  but  not 
to  the  west  on  Glen  or  Greenwood  streets.  This 
plan  shows  60  numbered  lots  as  belonging  to  the 
estate,  many  of  which  were  sold  off  during  the 
next  few  years.  The  lots  ran  largely  to  the  gen¬ 
erous  size  of  66  by  165  feet.  This  plot  contained 
the  cream  land  of  the  old  farm  -  the  orchard,  the 
grove,  the  planting  grounds  and  the  hay  fields.  It 
included  also  the  first  circus  grounds  in  New 
Britain  which  P.  T.  Barnum  and  others  occupied 
in  season  for  many  years;  this  covered  the  level 
hay  field  at  Edson  and  South  Main  streets.  Many 
times  did  the  grandchildren  attending  the  Rock¬ 
well  school  on  Franklin  Square,  catercornered 
across  from  the  farmhouse,  enjoy  the  elephants, 
camels,  gay  horses,  clowns  and  caged  wild  animals 
as  they  paraded  by  the  school  up  to  the  centre. 
This  map  marks  the  beginning  of  the  end  of  farm¬ 
ing  operations. 

1889,  Jan’y  28.  This  is  the  date  of  a  new  map 
by  W.  H.  Cadwell,  C.  E.,  which  plots  into  streets 
and  building  lots  all  the  land  south  of  Ellis  street 
from  South  Main  street  east  to  Greenwood  street 
west.  On  this  map  the  lots  are  largely  of  the  66  x 
165  foot  type  and  are  numbered  from  61  to  223  or 
162  lots.  Glen  and  Bassett  streets  are  extended  to 
the  south  and  Eno,  Trinity  and  Buell  streets  are 
projected.  Some  of  these  lots  were  soon  sold  and 
continued  to  be  from  time  to  time  up  to  the  time 
of  Emeline  Bassette’s  death  in  1905. 

1893,  Dec.  25.  New  Britain  Herald:  “  Probably 
one  of  the  most  enjoyable  Christmas  gatherings, 


father  Ozias  was  architect,  planner,  clerk,  work¬ 
man  and  manager.  He  cut  most  of  the  timber 
himself  on  his  own  land.  The  beams  and  rafters 
were  mostly  hewed,  only  the  ends  and  mortises 
being  sawed.  Some  of  this  sawing  at  least,  which 
included  the  sawing  of  the  lathes,  he  did  with  his 
own  hands  in  North’s  saw  mill  at  the  foot  of  Arch 
St.  The  mortar  was  made  from  sand  obtained  on 
the  farm.  Such  things  as  shingles,  doors  and  win¬ 
dows  were  bought.  The  underpinning  was  ob¬ 
tained  from  large  granite  boulders  found  on  the 
farm.  Ozias  drilled  and  split  these  boulders  him¬ 
self  and  when  they  were  placed  they  were  greatly 
admired  by  the  townsmen  who  came  to  look  them 
over.  For  a  setting,  after  the  house  was  raised, 
Grandfather  transplanted  from  the  “dark  woods” 
on  the  farm  large  maple  trees  6  to  10  inches  in 
diameter  and  set  them  all  around  the  house  on  the 
street  sides.  They  were  very  beautiful.  As  illus¬ 
trating  his  great  strength  in  these  days  his  son 
Frederick  said  “he  could  lift  as  much  as  fourteen 
Irishmen”. 

The  daughter  Mary  recalls  that  soon  after  1850 
Maria  Bassett,  daughter  of  William  Bassett  of 
Watertown,  older  brother  of  Ozias,  came  to 
Normal  School  in  New  Britain  and  lived  at  the 
house.  She  was  a  live  prohibitionist  and  aboli¬ 
tionist  and  won  unpopularity  by  her  zeal.  She  left 
soon  after  to  board  at  Prof.  Camp’s  house;  but 
unpopularity  at  the  school  increased  and  she  soon 
went  home.  Site  had  vision  far  in  advance  of  her 
day  and  of  such  Halleck  sings: 

“The  voice  sounds  like  a  prophet’s  word; 

And  in  its  hollow  tones  are  heard 

The  thanks  of  millions  yet  to  be.” 

1850,  July  15.  Vol.  I,,  p  2  T  V,  New  Britain 
Town:  “Whereas,  the  General  Assembly  of  the 
State  of  Connecticut  ....  passed  a  resolution 
dividing  the  Town  of  Berlin  and  incorporating  the 
Town  of  New  Britain  and  by  sd  Resolution 
authorized  the  undersigned  to  notify  and  warn  a 
meeting  of  said  Town  of  New  Britain,  This  is 
therefore  to  notify  and  warn  and  the  electors  of 
the  Town  of  New  Britain  are  hereby  notified  and 
warned  that  a  special  Town  meeting  of  said  Tow'n 
will  be  held  at  the  Town  Hall  in  said  Town  of 
New  Britain  on  Monday  the  22nd  day  of  July  at 
9  o’clock  a.  m.  for  the  purpose  of  organizing  said 
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of  the  many  held  in  Berlin,  was  at  George  H. 
Sage’s,  where  four  generations  of  the  family  had 
gathered  to  participate  in  the  festivities  of  the 
holiday.  Mrs.  Emeline  E.  Bassette  of  New  Britain, 
eighty-eight  years  old,  represented  the  first  gen¬ 
eration  of  the  party,  and  little  Margaret  Sage,  the 
fourth.  Frederick  A.  Bassette,  of  the  '96  class  of 
Cornell,  brother  of  Mrs.  Sage,  was  also  of  the 
party.  A  Christmas  tree,  laden  with  useful  gifts 
for  everyone  present,  and  others,  was  a  feature  of 
the  occasion.  The  party  did  not  break  up  till  a 
late  hour  when  the  friends  from  New  Britain  en¬ 
joyed  a  moonlight  ride  home.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Frederick  H.  Bassette  and  family,  and  Miss  E.  E. 
Bassette,  were  also  of  the  party.” 

1894,  Sept.  24.  Vol.  II,  p  107  T  V,  Old:  At  the 
city  election  held  this  day  to  vote  on  the  choice 
of  location  for  a  new  high  school  for  which 
$160,000.00  was  appropriated,  it  was  voted  by 
over  two  thirds  majority  to  buy  the  old  Bassette 
Homestead  property  facing  Franklin  Square. 
Here  is  the  vote:  ‘‘Bassette  site  1157;  Swift  site 
(W.  Main  st)  197;  Court  st  site  212;  Lewis  site 
(Main  st)  9;  Booth  site  (North  Main  st)  1;  Old 
site  (Main  st)  4;  No  site  101;  total  1681.  Neces¬ 
sary  for  choice  1120-2/3;  Bassette  site  1157; 
Majority  over  all  37.” 

The  price  paid  by  the  city  was  $18,000.00  ex¬ 
clusive  of  the  house  and  barn.  In  the  summer  of 
1896  the  house  was  moved  to  the  rear  on  Bassett 
street,  the  barn  being  sold  to  make  way  for  it  and 
bringing  only  $100  for  junk.  The  house  in  this 
new  location  continued  as  her  homestead  for  the 
remainder  of  her  days,  after  which  the  City  bought 
it  from  her  estate  (Aug.  23,  1906)  for  its  first  open 
air  school.  Her  son  Frederick  H.  Bassette  and 
wife  Margaret,  who  had  been  boarders  and  next 
door  neighbors  since  1867,  lived  with  her  during 
the  last  three  years  of  her  life  when  advancing 
years  called  for  children’s  loving  care.  These  years 
were  replete  with  Grandmother’s  strong  desire  to 
return  to  the  scenes  of  her  childhood  in  Simsbury, 
and  much  care  was  required  when  she  planned  to 
start  off  on  one  of  these  trips. 

1895,  Dec.  11.  The  celebration  of  one’s  nineti¬ 
eth  birthday  is  always  an  event  of  moment.  This 
one  was  of  additional  importance  because  it  was 
one  of  the  last  events  to  occur  in  the  farmhouse 


Town  of  New  Britain  by  appointing  a  Town  Clerk 
and  Treasurer,  a  board  of  Selectmen,  Constables, 
Grand  Jurors  and  other  usual  officers  for  said 
Town  and  to  transact  any  other  business  neces¬ 
sary  to  be  done  at  said  meeting . 

O.  B.  Bassett” 

1850,  July  22.  P  4  Do:  O.  B.  Bassette  acted  as 
moderator  as  per  appointment  of  the  Legislature. 
The  meeting  protested  the  act  allowing  New 
Britain  only  one  representative  and  claimed  that 
since  New  Britain  represented  3 /sof  the  electorate 
it  should  have  the  right  of  two  representatives. 
At  the  election  of  officers  O.  B.  Bassett  was  named 
Assessor,  there  being  no  one  opposed.  Also,  Com¬ 
mittee  on  By  Laws  was  named:  Henry  Nash, 
Hiram  Belden,  O.  B.  Bassett,  Henry  W.  Flagg  and 
Elam  Slater.  They  were  to  revise  the  By  Laws  of 
Berlin  and  make  them  applicable  to  New  Britain. 

1850,  Oct.  7.  P  12  Do:  At  the  annual  town 
meeting,  Samuel  Stanley  and  Imley  B.  Viets  were 
chosen  Assessors;  but  at  an  adjourned  annual 
meeting  held  Oct.  12th  next,  “Ozias  B.  Bassett 
was  chosen  Assessor  in  place  of  Samuel  Stanley.” 

1851,  Mch.  15.  P  13  Do:  At  towm  meeting,  the 
selectmen  w'ere  instructed,  with  Committee  now 
appointed,  to  choose  site  for  and  estimate  cost  of 
building  ‘‘a  suitable  place  for  the  poor”.  Wm.  F. 
Raymond  and  O.  B.  Bassett  w'ere  elected  such 
committee. 

1851,  Apl.  7.  P  15  Do:  At  New  Britain  town 
meeting,  nine  Justices  of  the  Peace  were  elected, 
Ozias  B.  Bassett  being  one.  From  this  date  until 
last  sickness,  four  months  from  his  death  bed,  he 
w'as  re-elected  at  every  election  held.  While  it  was 
the  custom  to  elect  a  number  of  justices  -  now 
nine,  a  little  later  sixteen,  and  later  still,  thirty  - 
in  practice  only  one  or  two  were  active.  Ozias  B. 
Bassett  was  the  active  one  in  New  Britain;  as 
Camp  says,  “the  principal  magistrate  in  New 
Britain  for  many  years.”  Court  in  those  days  was 
a  movable  institution.  It  was  held  wfierever  most 
convenient;  generally  in  a  lawyer’s  office,  the  more 
important  cases  adjourning  to  a  hall.  Judge 
Charles  E.  Mitchell,  who  had  his  first  practice 
under  him  as  Judge,  said  to  the  writer,  “Your 
grandfather’s  work  on  the  bench  was  characterized 
by  good  horse  sense.”  Horse  sense  or  common 
sense  is  nothing  more  than  sound  judgment  which 
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in  its  old  location  facing  Franklin  Square  just  as 
the  High  School  does  now.  The  New  Britain 
Herald  gave  the  following  account  of  it: 

“Mrs.  Bassette  Receives 

“The  Occasion  of  Her  Ninetieth  Birthday 
Pleasantly  Observed. 

“An  informal  but  exceedingly  pleasant  recep- 
tion  was  held  at  the  residence  of  Mrs.  Emeline 
Eno  Bassette  yesterday  afternoon  and  evening. 
The  occasion  was  the  ninetieth  anniversary  of  Mrs. 
Bassette’s  birth  and  a  large  number  of  friends 
called  to  extend  congratulations.  Mrs.  Bassette 
enjoys  remarkable  health  and  is  so  erect  and  vig¬ 
orous  and  actively  interested  in  the  affairs  of  the 
day  that  one  might  fancy  the  figures  were  some¬ 
how  turned  upside  down  and  that  instead  of  90 
we  should  read  60.  In  either  case  Mrs.  Bassette 
passes  this  milestone  with  every  prospect  of 
reaching  a  good  old  age.  She  was  assisted  in  re¬ 
ceiving  by  her  daughters,  Mrs.  Mumford,  Mrs. 
Lee  and  Mrs.  Doen.  Among  those  present  were 
Rev.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cooper,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Charles 
Peck,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Timothy  Stanley,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  John  H.  Peck,  Deacon  Wiard,  Professor 
Camp,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  W.  L.  Humason,  Mrs.  H.  E. 
Case,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Pickett,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  W.  H. 
Hart,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hance,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  C.  J. 
Parker,  Mrs.  Harriet  Brown,  Mrs.  Hinsdale,  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  H.  D.  Humphrey,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  A.  H. 
Stanley,  Thomas  Hall,  Miss  Alice  Stanley,  Mrs. 
Charles  Lewis,  Mrs.  Theron  Camp,  Mrs.  Paige, 
Mrs.  Humason  and  the  Misses  Eno. 

“Many  other  old  acquaintances  and  neighbors 
called.  A  large  number  of  Mrs.  Bassette’s  de¬ 
scendants  were  present,  four  generations  being 
represented.  There  was  a  profusion  of  flowers  and 
guests  were  served  with  salads,  ices,  etc.,  etc.” 

1899,  Sept.  8.  Rep.  Ptd:  The  Third  Reunion  of 
the  Bassett  Family  Association  of  America  was 
held  at  Colonial  Park,  Woodmont,  Conn.,  today. 
Seven  Bassett’s  from  New  Britain  were  present 
including  Emeline  Eno  Bassette,  ninety-four 
years  old.  That  she  was  by  far  the  oldest  Bassett 
present  is  shown  by  the  fact  that  she  was  the  only 
one  to  have  her  age  (94)  recorded  in  the  minutes. 
One  speaker  referred  to  her  presence  and  she  was 
quite  a  center  of  attraction  throughout  the  day. 
The  Bassett  Assn,  held  only  four  meetings.  His- 


comes  only  by  steadfast  constructive  training  of 
the  intellect,  the  sensibilities,  the  body  and  the 
will.  Such  self-training  came  to  him  partly  through 
a  long  patient  study  of  the  law,  without  any  col¬ 
lege  or  any  training  through  a  lawyer’s  office.  His 
daughter  Julia  recalls  the  many,  many  years  in 
which  he  acted  as  Justice  receiving  only  fifty  cents 
a  case  in  pay.  Litigants  would  often  come  to  the 
house  to  consult  with  him  over  their  troubles,  and 
his  advice  was  as  gratefully  received  as  it  was 
freely  given.  By  the  proletariat  he  went  by  the 
sobriquet,  “Seven  dollars  and  costs  Bassett”  be¬ 
cause  so  many  offenders  deserved  this  particular 
judgment. 

The  Berlin  Town  Meeting  records  are  intact 
at  New  Britain  from  1785  to  1850;  but  for  some 
reason  they  do  not  show  any  elections  of  Justices 
of  the  Peace.  Camp  says  that  “Ozias  B.  Bassette 
was  for  nearly  fifty  years  a  justice  and  for  many 
years  the  principal  majistrate”.  I  am  of  opinion, 
therefore,  that  the  period  from  1838  when  he  first 
appeared  in  New  Britain,  to  1850  when  New 
Britain  was  made  a  town,  including  the  period  in 
Litchfield,  if  not  indeed  earlier  years,  will  show 
him  a  duly  elected  and  active  Justice,  both  at 
New  Britain  and  at  Litchfield  when  there. 

1851,  Oct.  6.  P16Do:  “O.  B.  Bassett  &  Henry 
W.  Whiting  chosen  assessors  by  Division  of  the 
house.” 

1852,  May  3.  P  29Spl  Vol.  TV:  At  annual  meet- 
of  Freemen  of  New  Britain  held  at  the  Humphrey 
House,  “O.  B.  Bassett,  H.  W.  Whiting  and  Ira 
Stanley  Jr.,  were  appointed  Assessors.” 

1852,  Aug.  25.  P  35  Do:  O.  B.  Bassett  heads 
petition  of  17  citizens  to  the  warden  and  Board  of 
Burgesses  “to  order  the  filthy,  stagnant  water  on 
land  of  Ralph  Kent  opposite  to  the  Bassett  house 
on  Main  street  to  be  removed”.  Two  days  later 
the  Board  of  Burgesses  ordered  this  done  by  Kent 
within  48  hours. 

1852,  Oct.  4.  Vol.  I,  P  22  T  V:  O.  B.  Bassett 
was  elected  assessor  with  533  votes.  Norman 
Woodruff  also  was  elected  with  296  votes.  Curtis 
C.  Camp  received  241  votes  and  hence  was  de¬ 
feated. 

1853,  Oct.  3.  P  27  Do:  At  election  for  assessors 
Wm.  F.  Raymond  received  448  votes;  Curtis 
Whaples  received  277  votes  and  both  were  elect- 
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torian  Frank  G.  Bassett  was  the  moving  spirit  and 
while  he  collected  a  vast  store  of  Bassett  fam¬ 
ily  material  he  died  before  publishing  it.  The  writ¬ 
er’s  correspondence  with  his  executor  with  a 
view  to  preserving  this  material  has  not  been  an¬ 
swered. 

1900,  Nov.  29.  Forty-five  descendants  of 
Grandma  Bassette  gathered  at  the  homestead, 
now  known  as  38  Bassett  street  in  its  new  loca¬ 
tion,  to  celebrate  Thanksgiving  in  what  proved  to 
be  the  first  of  three  notable  Thanksgiving  family 
gatherings.  Grandma  was  now  95  and  had  evident 
joy  in  greeting  so  many  of  her  big  family  of  chil¬ 
dren.  The  widely  scattered  families  never  had 
been  gathered  together  in  like  fashion  before  and 
the  most  was  made  of  it.  On  this  occasion,  follow¬ 
ing  the  jollifications  of  the  afternoon,  the  company 
resolved  itself  into  a  thanksgiving  assembly  where¬ 
in  each  one  told  in  few  words  what  they  were  spe¬ 
cially  thankful  for  that  day.  This  brought  out 
some  talents  in  the  speech  line  and  it  was  probably 
this  that  inspired  the  young  matrons  to  concoct 
an  original  minstrel  number  of  appropriate  quality 
which  they  enacted  in  the  1901  assembly  with 
great  success.  One  of  the  j oiliest  sessions  of  the 
series  was  the  story  evening  when  stories  of  the  old 
farm  were  told  with  side-splitting  accompani¬ 
ments. 

1900,  December.  Evidently  the  survey  and 
map  of  1888  was  not  wholly  satisfactory,  the  lots 
probably  being  too  large  for  the  new  day,  hence  a 
new  plot  is  made  by  Mr.  Cadwell  which  now  cuts 
the  land  into  50  x  165  foot  lots.  On  this  plot,  which 
is  all  south  of  Ellis  street,  the  numbers  run  from 
70  to  230  or  160  lots.  This  is  the  map  which  was 
later  used  by  the  appraisers  and  ever  since  by  the 
executors  of  the  Estate. 

1902,  Nov.  27.  At  this  third  thanksgiving  re¬ 
union  at  the  homestead,  sixty-four  blood  relatives 
assembled.  Expense  was  not  allowed  to  stand  in 
the  way  of  a  100%  representation  and  this  ideal 
was  nearly  reached  for  all  came  that  possibly 
could,  (64)  out  of  a  maximum  of  71.  Strong  were 
the  hopes  that  Grandma  would  live  for  the  100th 
anniversary  celebration  but  this  w-as  denied  us  for 
she  died  three  months  before  the  century  was 
rounded  out.  Here  follows  a  chart  showing  those 
in  attendance. 


ed,  O.  B.  Bassett  this  time  receiving  only  167 
votes. 

1854,  Jan’y  23.  Vol.  II,  p  454  Q  C,  L  R,  N  B: 
"  I  Amos  R.  Eno  of  the  City  of  New  York,  in  con¬ 
sideration  of  one  dollar  received  of  Ozias  B.  & 
Emeline  E.  Bassett  of  New  Britain  do  forever 
quit  claim  to  them  a  certain  piece  of  land  situated 
in  New  Britain  and  bounded  North  &  East  on 
highway,  South  on  land  of  Samuel  Hart  «Si  Chaun- 
cey  Barr,  West  on  land  of  James  Andrews  and 
Darwin  Francis  and  partly  on  Highway  containing 
one  hundred  acres  be  the  same  more  or  less  with 
the  building  thereon.” 

1854,  July  4.  U  S  78th  Birthday:  The  Missouri 
Compromise,  which  had  been  in  force  for  34  years, 
was  repealed  early  this  year  and  it  angered  the 
North  as  much  as  it  pleased  the  South.  New 
Britain  expressed  its  feeling,  in  common  with 
many  other  towns,  in  a  fourth  of  July  public 
demonstration  in  ‘‘Bassett’s  Grove”.  This  gipve 
was  across  the  lane  from  the  hay  barns  and  was  a 
solid  grove  of  oaks,  both  beautiful  and  mighty.  It 
was  a  favorite  meeting  place  for  many,  many 
years  and  continued  as  such  until  it  was  cut  up 
into  building  lots  in  the  ’80’s.  The  printed  hand¬ 
bill,  calling  above  meeting  reads  as  follows:  ‘‘The 
grove  near  the  residence  of  O.  B.  Bassett,  Esq.,  is 
the  place  selected  for  the  Celebration.  The  Exer¬ 
cises  will  consist  of  a  Grand  Procession  of  the 
Schools  and  Citizens,  the  Singing  and  Declama- 
mation  by  the  Pupils  of  the  Schools,  Reading  of 
the  Declaration  of  Independence,  speeches  by  the 
President  of  the  Day,  Elihu  Burritt,  and  other 
gentlemen,  and  a  Collation.  Exercises  at  the 
Grove  will  commence  at  11  o’clock  a.  m.  The 
Schools  will  assemble  at  9  o’clock  a.  m.,  the  First 
District  at  the  Normal  Building,  Third  and  Fourth 
at  the  Basement  of  the  South  Church,  Second, 
Fifth,  and  Sixth  at  the  Methodist  Church.  Citi¬ 
zens  will  assemble  at  the  Park  at  9J^  o’clock  a.  m.” 

1854,  Oct.  9.  Vol.  I,  p  35  T  V,  N  B  Town:  A 
meeting  held  at  9:00  a.  m.  at  the  Basement  of  the 
South  Church:  ‘‘Voted  to  reconsider  the  last  vote 
and  that  an  assessor  be  chosen  by  ballot.  Upon 
balloting  there  were  Twenty  one  votes  cast  of 
which  Mr.  O.  B.  Bassett  had  Twelve  and  was 
declared  elected.”  This  vote  was  to  elect  an  as¬ 
sessor  in  place  of  Mr.  Stanley. 
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EMELINE  ENO  BASSETTE 
(97  years  old) 


— Helen  Bassette  Doen 


— Mary  Doen 
George  P.  Hart 


I  Majorie 
\  Mcrvin 
l  Donald 


— Edward  Doen 


— Alice  Doen  (  Edward 

E.  Wilbur  Rice  (  Chester 
l  Mabel 


— Nathan  Doen  f  Marian 

Annie  Fuller  (  Loren  Fuller  \  Edward 


— Frederick  H.  Bassette  I  — Mary  Bassette  ( 


Margaret  Anderson 


George  H.  Sage  \ 


Margaret 

Henry 


— Frederick  A.  Bassette 
Harriet  Hoyt 

— Buell  B.  Bassette  f  Elizabeth 
Lena  Candee  <  Harold 

(  Ruth  (14  mos) 


— Elizabeth  E.  Bassette 
— Annie  L.  Bassette 
— Roy  D.  Bassette 


— Prudence  Butler  Bassette 


— Charlotte  B.  Bassette 
— Jane  Bassette 
— Samuel  B.  Bassette 
Grace  Barber 
— Herbert  H.  Bassette 


— Mary  Bassette 
Joseph  P.  Mumford 


— Mary  Mumford  I  John 
John  L.  Stuart  \ 


— Edward  W.  Mumford  I  Jean 
Mary  Bines  \ 

— Alice  Mumford 


— Alice  Brockett  Bassette  I  — Nelson  B.  Bassette 
|  — William  B.  Bassette 


"I 


ulia  Bassette 
saac  S.  Lee 


— Harriet  Lee  Owen 
— Louise  Lee  i  Frederick 

T rederick  Moore  \ 

— Mary  Lee 


— Frank  E.  Bassette  f  Burdette 
Sadie  Hance  {  Edward 
[  Celia 


The  direct  connections  not  present  were  sons 
Milton  and  Franklin;  granddaughters  May  Hays 
Bassette  and  Bertha  Doen;  great  grandchildren 
Malcomb  Bassette,  Helen  Doen  and  Polly  Mum- 
ford.  There  were  present  also  Lena  Candee 
Bassette’s  sisters  May  Candee  and  Elizabeth 
Candee  of  Manlius,  New  York.  The  New  Britain 
Herald  referred  next  day  to  this  gathering  in  the 
following  item: 

“Notable  Family  Gathering 

“Descendants  of  Mrs.  Emeline  E.  Bassette, 
aged  97  years 

“A  notable  family  gathering  was  held  yesterday 
at  the  old  Bassette  house  on  Bassett  street.  For 
three  years  the  descendants  and  immediate  con¬ 
nections  of  Mrs.  Emeline  E.  Bassette  have  gath¬ 
ered  at  the  old  homestead  to  celebrate  Thanks¬ 
giving  Day. 

“The  first  year  forty-five  sat  down  to  the  dinner, 
last  year  there  were  fifty-seven,  and  this  year  there 
were  sixty-four,  all  but  seven  of  Mrs.  Bassett’s 


It  was  also  “Voted  that  a  Committee  of  three 
be  appointed  to  present  at  this  meeting  a  system 
to  be  adopted  for  the  working  of  Highways.” 
Lucius  Woodruff,  O.  B.  Bassett  &  Hiram  Belden 
were  appointed  such  committee. 

1856,  Oct.  6.  P  50  Do:  At  town  meeting  a  vote 
was  taken  for  three  members  of  the  Board  of  Re¬ 
lief;  369  was  the  highest  vote.  O.  B.  Bassett  re¬ 
ceived  336  and  was  not  elected. 

An  event  occurs  during  this  fall  at  the  home¬ 
stead  which  was  very  striking  to  the  children. 
Deacon  Joseph  P.  Bassett  of  Barry,  Mass.,  1st 
cousin  of  Ozias,  at  61  years  of  age,  drove  up  to  the 
house  to  renue  acquaintance  and  gather  family 
facts.  He  stayed  for  a  day  or  two  and  then  drove 
on  to  Litchfield.  Later  his  son  Edwin  came  for  a 
visit,  this  young  man  being  in  Charlestown,  S.  C. 
when  the  war  broke  out.  Later  he  did  some  work 
in  England  looking  for  family  connections. 
Deacon  Joseph’s  grandsons  Charles  H.  Bassett  of 
Barre,  and  Arthur  H.  Bassett  of  Tacoma,  Wash., 
have  written  me  that  the  Deacon  was  for  50  years 
deacon  of  the  Congregational  Church  of  Barre 
and  a  man  of  sterling  Christian  character. 

1857,  Jan’y  27.  P  54  Do:  A  town  meeting  was 
called  on  the  petition  of  O.  B.  Bassett  and  others 
to  vote  on  the  matter  of  selecting  a  Keeper  of 
Alms  House  and  superintendent  of  Town  Farm. 

1857,  May  1.  Vol.  1854-  p  246  L  R:  “I 
Mary  Eno  of  New  Britain,  for  consideration  of  one 
dollar,  do  forever  quit  claim  unto  Ozias  B.  & 
Emeline  E.  Bassett  a  certain  piece  of  land  in  New 
Britain,  bounded  North  on  the  House  Lot  of  the 
said  Bassett,  East  on  highway,  South  on  Land  of 
Samuel  Hart  &  Chauncey  Burr,  West  on  Land  of 
James  Andrews  &  heirs  of  Darwin  Francis  and 
Highway  and  Land  of  the  said  Bassett  by  a  line 
running  East  of  the  Grove  of  said  Bassett  to  the 
South  boundary  of  the  before  mentioned  house 
lot  containing  Eighty  acres  of  Land  be  the  same 
more  or  less.” 

1857,  Oct.  5.  Vol.  I,  p  60  T  V,  Town:  “Upon 
application  of  O.  B.  Bassett  and  others,  being 
more  than  Twenty  of  the  Inhabitants  of  New 
Britain,  a  Town  Meeting  was  held  to  elect  seven 
Justices  of  the  Peace  to  fill  vacancies.” 

1862,  Nov.  17.  P  99  Do:  A  special  Town  Meet¬ 
ing  was  held  at  Strickland  Hall  to  hear  report  of 
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descendants  being  present  yesterday.  The  party 
with  one  or  two  exceptions,  consisted  entirely  of 
Mrs.  Bassett’s  children,  grandchildren,  great 
grandchildren  and  those  who  have  married  into 
the  family. 

“Those  present  came  from  Lynn,  Mass.,  Syra- 
cuse,  N.  Y.,  Schenectady,  N.  Y.,  Philadelphia, 
New  York,  Springfield,  Mass.,  and  Bethlehem, 
Pa.,  as  well  as  from  Berlin  and  Hartford.  Mrs. 
Bassett,  who  is  widely  known  as  ‘Grandma 
Bassett’  even  outside  the  family,  is  now  ninety- 
seven  years  old.  Mrs.  Mary  B.  Mumford  of  Phila¬ 
delphia  was  of  the  number  present.” 

1905,  Aug.  30.  GSR:  Almost  exactly  three 
months  from  her  100th  birthday  Emeline  Eno 
Bassette  passes  away  peacefully  to  the  other  shore. 
She  died  at  the  homestead  on  Bassett  street,  hav¬ 
ing  attained  a  longer  life  on  earth  than  any  of  her 
ancestors  so  far  as  positively  known.  The  simple 
record  on  the  monument  in  the  New  Britain  ceme¬ 
tery  is  as  follows.  Death  being  shortly  after  mid¬ 
night,  we  have  taken  Aug.  30th  as  being  correct: 

“Emeline  Eno  |  His  Wife  |  Born  Dec.  11,  1805  i 
Died  Aug.  29,  1905.” 

The  South  Church  at  the  time  was  without  a 
pastor;  a  young  assistant,  Rev.  Herbert  C.  Ide, 
fresh  from  the  seminary  and  new  to  New  Britain, 
was  in  temporary  charge,  hence  did  not  comment 
on  the  event  as  an  older  pastor  would  have  done. 
The  New  Britain  Herald  of  Aug.  30th  had  the  fol¬ 
lowing  notice  of  the  event: 

“Almost  a  Century 

“Mrs.  Emeline  Eno  Bassette  Passed  Away  Last 
Night.  Was  within  a  few  months  of  100  -  Came  of 
the  famous  Eno  family  of  Simsbury  -  Had  many 
descendants. 

“In  fullness  of  years,  approaching  her  one 
hundredth  birthday  Mrs.  Emeline  Eno  Bassette 
died  last  night  ai  her  residence  on  Bassett  street. 

She  was  the  daughter  of  Salmon  Eno  and  was 
born  in  Simsbury,  Conn.,  December  1 1,  1805.  Her 
mother,  familiarly  known  to  old  New  Britain 
residents  as  ‘Grandma  Eno’,  died  on  her  ninety- 
eighth  birthday  in  1883.  Four  of  her  brothers  and 
sisters  lived  to  ripe  old  age.  Amos  R.  Eno,  the 
New  York  millionaire,  was  a  brother.  Salmon 
Chester  Eno  of  Simsbury,  still  survives,  at  92 
years  of  age. 


committee  on  proposed  new  public  school ;  also  an 
extension  of  East  Main  St.  to  the  R.  R.  line;  also 
to  consider  educational  tax.  Ozias  B.  Bassett  was 
chosen  moderator.  Strickland  Hall  was  the  up¬ 
stairs  floor  of  the  old  First  Church  at  the  corner  of 
Main  and  East  Main  streets.  The  First  Church 
had  moved  into  its  new  building,  corner  of  Main 
&  Church  streets  in  1855. 

1866,  Mch.  26.  P  121  Do:  At  the  election  of  16 
Justices,  O.  B.  Bassett  being  one,  Chas.  E.  Mitch¬ 
ell  appears  in  the  Justice  list  for  the  first  time. 
Mr.  Mitchell  later  became  U.  S.  Commissioner  of 
Patents.  He  edited  the  150th  Anniversary  volume 
of  the  First  Church,  a  copy  of  which  his  widow 
graciously  autographed  and  presented  to  the 
writer  (Nov.  14,  1921).  In  May  following  this 
election,  son  Frederick  returned  from  the  war  with 
his  bride  Margaret,  and  they  recall  that  their 
father  was  teacher  of  an  Old  Ladies  Bible  Class  in 
the  South  Church  which  he  had  taught  for  some 
time  and  continued  to  teach  till  about  1873,  when 
he  retired  from  this  work.  The  class  presented 
him  with  a  handsome  large  pulpit  Bible  which  he 
left  in  1878  when  he  died,  to  the  writer,  who  was 
then  but  8  years  old.  Rev.  Charles  Nichols,  a 
retired  pastor  who  was  a  near  neighbor,  carried  on 
the  work  of  this  class  for  some  time  after  Mr. 
Bassett  retired. 

1867.  Andrews  in  his  valuable  “History  of  the 
First  Church  of  New  Britain”  (1867),  has  this 
little  sketch:  “No.  876  Ozias  B.  Bassett,  to  church 
Feb’y  4,  1838  by  letter  from  the  church  in  Milton, 
Conn;  born  Mch.  7,  1806,  to  Nathan  ana  his  wife 
Mehitable  (Buel)  of  Litchfield,  daughter  of  Ira, 
married  May  23d,  1833,  No  (877);  a  farmer  by 
occupation,  is  a  magistrate  and  has  represented 
the  town  in  the  legislature;  his  residence  is  south 
of  South  Park,  on  Main  st;  owns  the  farm  formerly 
owned  and  occupied  by  No  (198)  (Aaron  Roberts); 
has  been  Superintendent  of  South  Church  Sunday 
School,  selectman,  assessor,  &c,  in  town”. 

1867,  Apl.  2.  Vol.  II,  p  301  T  V:  Ozias  B. 
Bassette,  H.  W.  Whiting  and  Elam  Slater,  having 
been  appointed  by  the  warden  “a  committee  to 
estimate  the  damages  sustained  by  certain  parties 
by  the  construction  of  a  new  highway  from  Elm 
st.  to  Main  st.,  north  of  the  Rail  Road  Depot”, 
now  report  awarding  damages  of  $75.00  to  the 
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“Her  surviving  descendants  are  three  sons, 
Frederick  H.,  Milton  H.,  Franklin  N.  E.,  three 
daughters,  Mrs.  Helen  J.  Doen,  Mrs.  Mary  E. 
Mumford  of  Philadelphia,  Mrs.  Isaac  S.  Lee  of 
Lynn,  Mass.,  twenty-two  grandchildren  and 
twenty-six  great  grandchildren. 

“She  was  married  in  Simsbury,  Conn.,  in  1832 
to  Ozias  B.  Bassette.  After  living  in  Milton,  Conn., 
they  took  up  their  residence  in  this  city  in  1838, 
identifying  themselves  largely  with  affairs  civic 
and  ecclesiastic. 

Squire  Bassette  held  many  positions  of 
public  trust,  and  not  until  her  years  were  more 
than  ninety  did  his  wife  relinquish  her  active  at¬ 
tendance  at  church.  Because  of  her  great  mental 
and  physical  activity,  the  members  of  the  family 
had  hopes  that  she  would  live  the  few  more  months 
necessary  to  round  out  a  century.  Had  she  done 
so,  an  appropriate  celebration  would  have  been 
held.  In  the  past  year,  however,  Mrs.  Bassette 
had  been  slowly  but  steadily  sinking.  Two  years 
ago  her  picture,  surrounded  by  sixty-seven  de¬ 
scendants  and  members  of  the  family  at  the  old 
homestead,  was  taken. 

“The  funeral  services  will  be  held  from  her  late 
residence,  38  Bassett  street,  at  2  o’clock  Friday 
afternoon.  She  had  been  in  active  membership  at 
the  South  Church  since  its  organization.” 

The  Hartford  Courant  of  Aug.  30,  1905  printed 
the  following: 

“Mrs.  Bassette  Dead 

Grandma  Bassette  Passed  Away  Shortly 
After  Midnight 
“  In  Her  Hundredth  Year 
“Would  be  100  next  December  11  -  Charter 
member  of  South  Church  —  Native  of  Simsbury  — 
Her  large  family  of  three  generations  -  Funeral 
Friday  afternoon,  2  o’clock. 

“New  Britain  lost  today  her  oldest,  and  one  of 
her  most  highly  respected  residents,  in  the  death 
of  Mrs.  Emeline  Eno  Bassette.  Her  life  flickered 
out  at  her  home  in  Bassett  street  about  12:15  this 
morning.  Grandma  Bassette,  as  she  was  com¬ 
monly  known,  had  enjoyed  her  invariable  good 
health,  until  five  weeks  ago.  Since  then  she  has 
been  confined  to  her  bed.  She  gradually  grew  more 
feeble  from  day  to  day.  The  end  came  peacefully. 
She  dropped  off,  as  if  she  was  going  to  sleep.  Death 
was  due  to  old  age. 


N.  B.  Gas  Lt.  Co.,  with  equal  benefits;  and  $500  to 
the  Hartford,  Providence  3c  Fishkill  R.  R.  Co., 
with  equal  benefits.  (This  refers  to  present  Com¬ 
mercial  st). 

1868,  Mch.  2.  Vol.  2,  p  76  T  V:  At  the  “Annual 
Meeting  of  the  Borough  of  New  Britain,”  O.  B. 
Bassett,  J.  A.  Pickett  and  Hiram  Belden  were 
appointed  Assessors.” 

In  May,  1868  the  oldest  extant  map  of  the  farm 
was  made.  It  shows  the  farm  in  one  solid  block 
with  no  street  such  as  Bassett,  Ellis  or  Greenwood 
running  through  it,  and  with  a  brook  running 
from  N  to  S  its  entire  length.  The  title  is:  “Plan 
of  a  Farm  belonging  to  O.  B.  Bassett  Esq.” 

1868,  Aug.  28.  Vol.  II,  p  343  T  V:  O.  B.  Bassett 
is  one  of  45  “persons  appointed  as  Jurors  for 
Borough  Court  for  the  coming  year”.  Edward 
Doen  was  one,  as  also  Isaac  S.  Lee.  These  were 
appointed  by  the  “Board  of  Warden  3c  Bur¬ 
gesses”.  On  June  21,  1869  O.  B.  Bassett  was  re¬ 
appointed  one  of  50,  and  on  June  20,  1870  one  of 
75. 

1870,  June  6.  Vol.  I,  p  153  T  V,  Town:  “O.  B. 
Bassett,  Moderator  in  the  chair,”  is  the  way  the 
town  clerk  begins  special  Town  meeting  at  Strick¬ 
land  Hall  to  pass  on  new  streets,  &c. 

1871,  Oct.  3.  Mary  Richards’  Diary:  “Mr. 
Bassett  started  for  Michigan.”  He  went  to  see  his 
brother  Ira  for  two  or  three  weeks. 

1872,  Mch.  5.  Vol.  I,  p  166  T  V,  N  B  Town: 
Here  is  spread  a  petition  in  favor  of  the  Town  of 
New  Britain  subscribing  for  a  number  of  shares  of 
the  capital  stock  of  the  Connecticut  Western 
RR.  Some  260  citizens  3c  corporations  signed  this 
petition  among  them  being  O.  B.  Bassette,  Milton 
H.  Bassette,  Charles  Bassett,  Stanley  Rule  3c 
Level  Co. 

1872,  Apl.  1.  P  168  Do:  At  Union  Hall,  thirty 
Justices  of  the  Peace  are  elected,  Ozias  B.  Bassett 
being  second  with  432  votes.  Among  the  other 
familiar  old  timers  elected  were  Henry  Nash, 
Charles  E.  Mitchell,  V.  B.  Chamberlain,  F.  L. 
Hungerford,  Wm.  L.  Humason,  Charles  Peck, 
Samuel  Rockwell  and  Levi  O.  Smith. 

Oct.  7.  Plil  Do:  O.  B.  Bassett  received 
448  votes  for  Grand  Juror  but  was  not  elected. 
At  this  election  John  Fox  (crazy  man)  is  recorded 
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Up  to  her  final  illness,  the  burden  of  her  great 
years  had  rested  very  lightly  on  ‘Grandma’ 
Bassette.  She  was  up  around  the  house  every  day, 
and  walked  out  on  the  verandah.  She  never  made 
a  misstep,  not  even  at  a  door  sill.  She  was  a  little 
hard  of  hearing,  but  could  understand  readily  if 
the  voice  was  raised  slightly.  Of  late  years  her 
mind  had  been  somewhat  impaired  and  she  could 
not  remember,  but  outside  of  that  she  enjoyed  all 
her  faculties.  She  was  a  remarkably  preserved  old 
woman,  and  was  the  idol  of  her  large  family  of 
three  generations. 

“Mrs.  Bassette  was  in  her  100th  year.  She 
would  have  reached  the  century  mark,  had  she 
lived  until  next  December  11.  Her  family  was 
planning  to  celebrate  her  centennial  with  a  big 
Bassette  reunion  at  the  old  homestead. 

“Her  son,  Frederick  H.  Bassette’s  family,  of 
late  years  made  a  home  for  the  old  lady,  occupying 
her  house,  which  used  to  stand  on  the  corner  of 
South  Main  street,  facing  Franklin  Square,  but 
was  moved  around  on  Bassett  street  when  the  site 
was  sold  for  the  High  School.  They  did  every' 
thing  for  ‘Grandma’  Bassette’s  comfort,  attending 
to  her  smallest  wants.  She  required  constant  care 
and  every  whim  received  the  kindliest  considera- 
tion.  She  had  a  most  pleasant  home  with  them. 

“Mrs.  Emeline  Eno  Bassette  was  a  native  of 
Simsbury.  She  descended  from  revolutionary 
stock,  and  came  from  a  long  lived  family.  Her 
mother,  Mrs.  Mary  Eno,  died  in  this  city  on  her 
98th  birthday.  She  has  a  brother,  Chester  Eno, 
living  in  Simsbury,  who  is  an  octogenarian.  An- 
other  brother,  Amos  R.  Eno,  the  New  York  mil¬ 
lionaire,  died  a  few  years  ago  at  an  advanced  age. 
Her  father’s  name  was  Salmon  Eno. 

“Mrs.  Bassette  was  married  to  O.  B.  Bassette 
May  31,  1832,  in  Simsbury.  She  has  lived  in  this 
city  ever  since.  She  has  seen  New  Britain  develop 
from  a  village  to  a  thriving  city.  She  witnessed 
the  birth  of  all  the  local  industries,  and  lived  to  see 
them  reach  their  grand  proportions  of  late  years, 
like  oaks  from  little  acorns  grow.  She  took  a  lively 
interest  in  the  town  and  had  a  great  pride  in  its 
remarkable  prosperity.  She  enjoyed  the  double 
distinction  of  being  a  charter,  and  the  oldest  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  South  Church.  In  her  younger  days  she 
was  active  in  church  work.  She  was  highly  re¬ 
spected  throughout  the  community. 


as  receiving  one  vote.  The  meeting  was  adjourned 
for  one  week  when  Ozias  B.  Bassett  presided  as 
Moderator  pro  tern. 

18/3,  Apl.  7.  P  174  Do:  Union  Hall.  Ozias  B. 
Bassett  received  49  votes  for  Judge  of  Probate 
but  was  not  elected. 

1873,  Oct.  6.  P  1 1 6  Do:  At  Annual  Town  Meet¬ 
ing  Ozias  B.  Bassett  was  “Moderator  of  District 
No.  1  and  ex-officio  Moderator  of  the  Meeting”. 
Franklin  N.  E.  Bassett  received  77  votes  for 
Registrar  of  Voters  in  Dist.  No.  1  but  was  not 
elected.  Ozias  B.  Bassett  received  631  votes  for 
Grand  Juror  and  was  declared  elected. 

1874,  Mch.  3.  P  183  Do:  R.  S.  Porter,  Notary 
Public,  certifies  that  he  administered  the  oath  pre¬ 
scribed  by  law  to  the  following  elected  officers  in 
District  No.  1:  Franklin  N.  E.  Bassett,  Register; 
Ozias  B.  Bassett,  Deputy. 

1874,  Oct.  5.  P  186  Do:  At  annual  town  meet¬ 
ing  Ambrose  Beatty  received  731  votes  for  As¬ 
sessor  and  Ozias  B.  Bassett  received  726  votes, 
both  being  declared  elected.  At  same  meeting 
Frank  N.  E.  Bassett  received  730  votes  for  Con¬ 
stable  and  was  declared  elected  (one  of  7).  Ozias 
B.  Bassett  again  received  729  votes  for  Grand 
Juror  and  was  elected  (one  of  6).  Frank  N.  E. 
Bassett  again  was  elected  Registrar  of  Voters  in 
1st  District  with  112  votes.  A  special  meeting 
same  date  voted  on  proposed  amendment  to  the 
Connecticut  Constitution  to  the  effect  that  all 
towns  reaching  5,000  population  have  a  repre¬ 
sentative  while  all  towns  retain  its  present  repre¬ 
sentative.  New  Britain  voted  for  it  1,065  to  6. 
Ozias  B.  Bassett  was  Moderator  of  the  special 
meeting  both  in  district  No.  1  and  for  the  whole 
town. 

18/5,  Mch.  1.  P  20  Ann’l  Report  of  Mayor,  &c: 
The  City  Police  Court  Record  of  disbursements 
shows  “payment  to  O.  B.  Bassett,  fees,  $1.84”. 
This  is  the  last  police  court  reference  to  him  who 
had  been  its  first  judge  and  whose  connection 
with  it  lasted  until  age  and  health  were  nearly 
done  and  gone.  The  previous  year  his  fees  were 
$16.00. 

1875,  Apl.  5.  Vol.  I,  p  200  T  V,  Town:  Ozias  B. 
Bassett  Moderator  of  the  Annual  Electors  Meet¬ 
ing,  which  Franklin  N.  E.  Bassett,  Constable, 
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The  world  at  large  has  been  making  history 
fast  in  the  span  of  her  life.  She  saw  two  centuries, 
living  nearly  through  the  entire  nineteenth.  When 
she  was  a  little  girl,  the  Yankees  licked  the  British 
in  the  War  of  1812.  Later  on  came  the  Mexican 
war,  and  then  the  Civil  war  was  fought  when  she 
was  a  woman  past  fifty.  She  had  passed  ninety 
when  the  Spanish-American  war  was  fought.  Just 
as  her  life  closes,  the  Russo-Japanese  conflict  is 
being  closed  with  an  honorable  peace. 

“Mrs.  Bassette  leaves  three  sons,  Frederick  H. 
of  this  city,  Franklin  N.  E.  of  Hartford,  and 
Milton  of  this  city,  and  three  daughters,  Mrs. 
Isaac  S.  Lee  of  Lynn,  Mass.,  Mrs.  Joseph  P.  Mum- 
ford  of  Philadelphia,  and  Mrs.  Helen  J.  Doen  of 
Schenectady.  She  also  leaves  twenty-six  grand¬ 
children  and  twenty-three  great  grandchildren. 

The  funeral  will  be  held  Friday  afternoon  at 
2  o’clock  from  her  late  home  in  Bassett  street.” 

“The  Hartford  Times  of  Aug.  30,  1905  had  this 
notice : 

“Was  Almost  100  Years  Old  ' 

“Death  of  Mrs.  Emeline  Bassette  of  New 
Britain  -  Charter  Member  of  the  South  Church. 

“Mrs.  Emeline  Bassette,  aged  99  years  and  9 
months,  died  last  night  about  12  o’clock  of  old  age. 
In  Mrs.  Bassette’s  death  the  oldest  resident  of 
New  Britain  passed  away. 

“Mrs.  Bassette  was  a  woman  of  very  lovable 
characteristics,  untiring  in  her  work  for  the  church, 
of  which  she  was  a  member  during  her  whole  life, 
and  entertaining  and  instructive  when  speaking 
of  her  recollections  of  the  past.  The  city  of 
adoption  was  dear  to  her,  and  its  progress  was 
watched  with  interest  by  her. 

“During  her  long  and  useful  life  Mrs.  Bassette 
enjoyed  good  health.  A  few  years  ago  she  lost 
some  of  her  faculties,  due  to  her  advanced  age. 
Her  eye-sight  and  hearing  were  good  until  quite 
recently.  About  five  weeks  ago  the  inroad  of  years 
compelled  her  to  take  to  her  bed,  and  since  then 
she  had  gradually  ebbed  away. 

“Mrs.  Bassette  was  born  in  Simsbury,  Decem¬ 
ber  11,  1805,  and  was  the  oldest  daughter  of 
Salmon  Eno  and  Mary  Richards.  On  her  father’s 
side  she  was  a  descendant  of  James  Eno,  one  of 
the  early  Plymouth  colonists.  Through  her  mother 
she  was  a  descendant  of  patriotic  revolutionary 
stock.  Her  early  education  was  limited  to  the 


called,  certified  that  the  return  given  for  the 
respective  candidates  were  correct.  At  this  elec¬ 
tion  George  M.  Landers  received  1,264  votes  in 
New  Britain  and  was  elected  to  Congress. 

1875,  Apl.  27.  Vol.  I,  p  96  T  V:  At  city  meeting 
in  Turner  Hall,  Mayor  S.  W.  Hart  named  O.  B. 
Bassette  one  of  a  committee  of  5  to  “confer  with 
the  special  committee  of  the  Common  Council  of 
last  year  with  a  view  to  a  revision  of  the  estimates, 
and  if  deemed  practicable,  to  a  reduction  as  far  as 
wise  economy  will  afford  of  the  city  expenses  for 
for  the  coming  year”.  On  May  4th  they  recom¬ 
mended  that  the  estimated  income  be  reduced  by 
$6,932.30  and  the  report  was  accepted.  At  this 
meeting  son  M.  H.  Bassette  moved  and  motion 
was  carried  “that  the  Common  Council  be  notified 
that  it  is  the  sentiment  of  the  freemen  of  this  City 
that  the  expenses  incurred  for  bossing  the  street 
department  should  be  cut  down  to  a  reasonable 
proportion  of  the  entire  expenditures”.  Again, 

on  motion  of  F.  N.  E.  Bassette  voted  that  His 
Honor  the  Mayor  be  requested  to  present  to  the 
next  meeting  of  the  Common  Council  the  resolu¬ 
tions  passed  by  this  meeting.” 

1875,  Oct.  8.  P  208  T  V,  Town:  At  Annual 
Town  Meeting,  Ozias  B.  Bassette  heads  the  list  of 
11  Grand  Jurors,  six  of  whom  including  himself 
were  elected. 

1S76,  Apl.  30.  P  221  Do:  Ozias  B.  Bassett  is 
elected  one  of  30  Justices  of  the  Peace,  Frederick 
H.  Churchill  being  one  also,  each  one  receiving 
361  votes. 

1876,  May  2.  This  date  is  given  in  the  New 
Britain  city  records  as  the  date  of  the  Rubber 
Factory  fire.  “Incendiary”  is  given  as  the  cause 
and  $9,000.00  is  given  as  the  value.  The  writer, 
then  6  years  of  age,  vividly  recalls  the  night  when 
mother  waked  each  one  of  the  children  and  took 
them  to  the  window'  to  see  the  big  blaze  only  600 
feet  or  so  aw>ay  and  which  w'as  throwing  volumes 
of  live  sparks  over  our  house.  This  rubber  factory 
was  located  at  the  S.  VV.  corner  of  Kensington  and 
Glen  Sts.  and  was  built  by  Ozias  B.  Bassette  to 
manufacture  a  new  rubber  invention  brought 
from  Ohio  by  a  brother  of  Celia  Shearer,  wife  of 
his  son  Frank  Bassette.  The  invention  was  a  good 
and  useful  one,  it  is  said,  but  lack  of  business 
acumen  combined  with  neglect  on  the  part  of  the 
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meager  instruction  of  the  schools  of  the  day  and 
the  home  training. 

"She  married  Mr.  Bassette  at  Simsbury,  May 
31,  1832,  and  lived  for  a  time  in  that  place,  at  the 
home  of  the  Enos,  and  came  to  New  Britain  in  the 
thirties.  Mrs.  Bassette,  with  her  husband,  were 
admitted  to  the  Congregational  society  of  this  city 
by  letter  from  Simsbury,  February  4,  1838.  She 
was  a  charter  member  of  the  South  Congrega¬ 
tional  Church,  and  was  its  oldest  member. 

“Mrs.  Bassette  was  the  mother  of  a  large  family. 
When  the  War  of  the  Rebellion  broke  out,  two  of 
her  sons  enlisted  with  Company  A,  Thirteenth 
C.  V.,  and  survived  the  war.  Six  children  survive 
her,  also  twenty-two  grandchildren  and  twenty- 
six  great  grandchildren.  She  also  leaves  a  brother. 
Her  children  are  Mrs.  Helen  J.  Doen  of  this  city, 
Mrs.  Mary  E.  Mumford  of  Philadelphia,  Mrs. 
Isaac  S.  Lee  of  Lynn,  Mass.,  Fred  FI.  Bassette 
and  Milton  H.  Bassette  of  this  city  and  Franklin  N. 
E.  Bassette  of  Hartford.  Mrs.  Bassette’s  brother 
is  Chester  Eno  of  Simsbury,  who  is  over  eighty 
years  of  age. 

"The  funeral  will  be  held  from  her  home  on 
Bassett  street  Friday  afternoon.  Interment  will  be 
in  Fairview  cemetery.” 

1905,  Sept.  2.  Vol.  53,  p  113  P  Ct,  New  Britain: 
“Petition  for  Probate  of  Last  Will  and  Testament 
of  Emeline  E.  Bassette  Deceased  is  filed  showing 
her  death  on  Aug.  30,  1905,  and  stating  next  of 
kin  to  be: 


Names 

Helen  J .  Dcen 
Mary  E.  Mumford 
Mrs.  Julia  E.  Lee 
Frederick  H.  Bassette 
Milton  H.  Bassette 


Residences  Relationships 
New  Britain,  Ct.  daughter 

Philadelphia,  Pa.  daughter 

Lynn,  Mass.  daughter 

New  Britain,  Ct.  son 

Middletown,  Ct. 


son 

son 


Franklin  N.  E.  Bassette  Hartford,  Ct., 

Nelson  B.  Bassette  Hartfo-d,  Ct.  \  grandsons,  children  of 
William  B.  Bassette  Hartford,  Ct.  J  Ozias  B.  Bassett,  son. 


Joseph  P.  Mumford 
Helen  Jane  Doen 
Franklin  E.  Bassett,  Jr. 


•  executors” 


1905,  Sept.  6.  Vol.  42,  p  226  P  Ct:  The  Last 
Will  and  Testament  of  Emeline  E.  Bassette  was 
approved  in  court  and  hearing  on  same  set  for 
Sept.  9  at  9  o’clock  in  the  forenoon. 


1905,  Sept.  9.  Vol.  58,  p  42  P  Ct:  "Frank  L. 
Hungerford  deposes  and  says  he  knew  Emeline  E. 
Bassette  now  deceased,  -  and  that  he  saw  her  sign 


young  men  managers  had  brought  failure  to  the 
enterprise  and  the  factory  was  idle  when  the  fire 
occurred.  It  was  a  large  wooden  structure  and  the 
loss  was  complete.  The  insurance  on  the  building 
was  only  $3,000.00.  After  the  fire,  Ozias  went  into 
voluntary  bankruptcy  in  order  to  save  a  lien  being 
put  on  the  farm,  but  this  was  really  not  necessary. 
He  was  sick  in  those  days  suffering  with  liver  and 
kidney  troubles,  and  moreover,  he  had  strained 
himself  in  lifting  and  had  aggravated  the  trouble. 

It  was  during  this  year  that  the  old  farmhouse 
of  Aaron  Roberts  and  Mary  Eno  which  had  been 
occupied  when  the  family  first  came  to  New 
Britain  and  which  was  just  about  a  century  old, 
was  razed  to  the  ground.  It  was  a  splendidly  built 
old  house  and  Grandfather  Bassette  greatly  dis¬ 
liked  to  see  it  go;  but  his  wife  rather  favored  its 
going  in  order  to  increase  the  expanse  of  lawn  and 
garden  for  the  newer  farmhouse  which  was  on  the 
same  plot. 

1876,  Oct.  2.  Vol.  I,  p  234  T  V,  N.  B.  Town: 
The  electors  of  New  Britain  voted  on  six  proposed 
amendments  to  the  constitution  of  Connecticut. 
The  votes  were  certified  by  Ozias  B.  Bassette, 
Presiding  officer,  and  all  amendments  were  carried 
nearly  unanimously.  They  were:  1.  New  towns 
incorporated  to  have  2500  inhabitants  before 
being  entitled  to  representatives  in  Gen’l  Assem¬ 
bly.  2.  That  Article  2  of  Constitution  shall  apply 
mutatis  mutandis.  3.  Judges  of  Court  of  Common 
Pleas  and  District  Judges  to  be  appointed  for 
terms  of  4  years.  Judges  of  City  &  Police  courts 
to  be  appointed  for  2  years.  4.  Judges  of  Probate 
to  be  elected  biennially.  5.  Compensation  of  mem¬ 
bers  of  General  Assembly  to  be  $300  per  annum 
plus  one  25  cent  mileage  allowance  each  way.  6. 
Erase  word  “white”  from  Article  8. 

1877,  Apl.  1.  P  15  City  of  N.  B.  Ann’l  Report: 
The  City  Auditor’s  statement  of  Orders  drawn  for 
year  ending  Apl.  1,  1877,  shows  order  in  favor  of 
"O.  B.  Bassett  $51.00  account  of  Street  Depart¬ 
ment.”  This  was  probably  the  hiring  of  his  ox 
team  for  street  work. 

1877,  1st  Monday  of  October.  Vol.  I,  p  251 
T  V,  N.  B.  Town:  Among  30  Justices  of  the  Peace 
elected,  Milton  H.  Bassett  was  one  but  Ozias  B. 
Bassette  does  not  appear.  Henry  Nash  drops  out 
also  and  Charles  Northend,  too.  Serious  sickness 


- 


THE  BASSETTE  FAMILY 


49 


the  codicil  dated  June  5,  1890  on  that  day  at  said 
New  Britain  -  and  that  she  was  of  lawful  age,  of 
sound  and  disposing  mind  and  memory  and  under 
no  improper  influence  or  restraint.” 

1905,  Sept.  9.  Do:  John  H.  Kirkham  deposes 
likewise  to  say  that  he  saw  Emeline  E.  Bassette 
sign  the  codicils  bearing  date  June  3,  1893  and 
April  9,  1895. 

1905,  Sept.  9.  Vol.  43,  p  425  P  Ct:  George  P. 
Hart  and  Geo.  H.  Sage  give  bond  for  $25,000.00 
with  Joseph  P.  Mumford,  Helen  J.  Doen  and 
Franklin  E.  Bassette  for  the  faithful  performance 
of  their  executorship. 

1905,  Sept.  11.  Vol.  47,  p  1 13  P  Ct:  “On  motion 
of  Joseph  P.  Mumford,  Helen  S.  Doen,  Franklin 

E.  Bassette  executors . This  Court  doth 

decree  that  six  months  be  allowed  and  limited  for 
the  creditors  of  said  estate  to  exhibit  their  claims 
against  the  same  to  the  executors,”  &c. 

1905,  Sept.  11.  Vol.  57,  p  19  P  Ct:  Appraisers 
Andrew  Turnbull  and  Judge  James  Roche  report 
as  follows,  including  corrections:  J.  P.  Mumford, 
Helen  J.  Doen  and  F.  E.  Bassette  subscribing 
thereto: 


2  lots  including  Homestead  on  Bassett  st 

$7,000.00 

13  lots  on  lower  South  Main  street 

5,500.00 

30  lots  on  Bassett  street 

5,900.00 

47  lots  on  Glen  street  . 

4,425.00 

12  lots  on  Greenwood  st.,  including  2  houses 

4,350.00 

1  lot  on  Edson  street  . 

750.00 

3  lots  on  West  Ellis  street 

1,500.00 

25  lots  on  Roberts  street 

5,500.00 

29  lots  on  Buell  street  (proposed)  . 

2,400.00 

162  total  lots  and  3  houses 

$37,325.00 

Less  discount 

2,325.00 

$35,000.00 

Cash  in  Fourth  Nat’l  Bank  of  Philadelphia 

65,378.92 

Cash  in  New  Britain  bank 

2,850.62 

Cash  in  Hartford  bank  . 

443.58 

Cash  in  Middletown  bank 

31.14 

Cash  in  New  Haven  bank 

366.96 

Cash  in  Farmington  bank 

3,378.08 

Cash  on  hand  in  check 

103.06 

Five  notes  receivable  from  land  sales 

8,300.00 

Total  ..... 

$115,852.36” 

1905,  Oct.  2.  Vol.  58,  p  103  P  Ct:  “ 

The  under- 

signed  Executors  of  the  last  will  and  testament  of 
Emeline  E.  Bassette,  now  deceased,  whose  estate 
is  now  in  settlement  in  said  court,  having  qualified 


was  the  cause  of  Ozias’  dropping  out.  Ever  since 
New  Britain  was  a  town  and  for  twelve  years  be¬ 
fore  this  he  had  been  an  active  Justice  and  now 
the  last  call  is  at  hand. 

1877,  Nov.  10.  P  55  City  of  N.  B.  Ann'l  Rep 
(1878):  The  city  record  of  the  Chief  Engineer  of 
the  Fire  Department  of  New  Britain,  S.  A.  Moore, 
has  this  fire  entry:  “O.  B.  Bassett’s  Barns,  In¬ 
surance  $1,650.00,  Loss  $3,000.00,  Incendiary.” 
It  was  at  night  only  three  months  before  his  death 
when  the  old  barns  were  completely  destroyed. 
The  writer  was  but  seven  years  of  age  and  the 
fire  was  just  across  the  lane  from  the  window 
where  we  watched  it  in  deep  awe  and  sorrow.  Or. 
May  13,  1878  the  Chief  Engineer  reports  again: 
"O.  B.  Bassett,  hay.  Insurance  not  known.  In¬ 
cendiary.”  If  I  mistake  not  this  fire  was  but  the 
result  of  some  of  the  grandchildren  playing  with 
fire  near  to  the  remains  of  the  barn.  Some  old 
unburned  hay  in  one  corner  caught  fire  and  got 
beyond  us  whence  the  Fire  Department  was  called 
to  put  it  out. 

1878,  Feb’y  27.  Vol.  1875-’85,  p  60  Deaths: 
At  71  years  of  age  lacking  8  days  Ozias  Buell 
Bassette  passes  to  his  reward.  In  the  city  records 
the  cause  is  stated  as  “disease  of  liver”.  He  died 
at  the  homestead  which  he  had  erected  28  years 
before.  The  funeral  was  held  from  the  house  on 
Saturday,  Mch.  2d,  Dr.  Samuel  Rockwell,  first 
pastor  of  the  South  Church,  though  now  retired, 
officiating.  In  his  remarks  he  referred  to  the  de¬ 
ceased  as  an  “Old  Testament  Christian”  meaning 
that  he  believed  in  exact  justice  and  exemplified 
it  in  life  and  on  the  bench.  The  burial  was  in  the 
family  plot  in  the  New  Britain  Cemetery,  where 
a  granite  shaft  stands  sentinel  to  his  memory. 
Here  is  the  simple  engraving  thereon,  the  error  in 
dates  being  discussed  below:  Ozias  B.  Bassette  | 
Born  Mar.  7,  1806,  |  Died  Feb.  19,  1878. 

In  Camp’s  History  of  New  Britain,  published 
1889,  on  p  485  occurs  this  appreciative  sketch: 
“Ozias  B,  son  of  Nathan  &  Mehi table  (Buel) 
Bassett  was  born  Mch.  7,  1806,  and  he  married 
May  23,  1830,  Emeline  Eno.  He  was  a  farmer  by 
occupation,  but  gave  much  of  his  time  to  public 
business.  He  was  justice  of  the  peace  for  nearly 
fifty  years,  holding  local  courts  and  drawing  legal 
documents,  and  for  a  part  of  the  time  was  the 
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according  to  law,  hereby  bring  their  petition  to 
said  court  and  represent  that  a  large  part  of  the 
estate  of  said  testatrix  consists  of  real  estate  in 
New  Britain  ’  .  .  .  .  that  the  legatees  are  so 
numerous  and  the  real  estate  so  situated  that  for 
the  best  interest  of  all  it  should  be  sold  and  pro¬ 
ceeds  distributed  die,  &c  .  .  .  .  that  now  a  hear¬ 
ing  be  called  that  the  court  may  order  the  land  to 
be  sold  &c,  &c  ...  .  Hearing  was  held  and 
petition  was  granted  as  of  Oct.  16,  1905. 

1905,  Oct.  16.  Vol.  43,  p  433  P  Ct:  George  P. 
Hart  of  New  Britain  and  George  H.  Sage  of  Hart¬ 
ford,  Ct.,  give  additional  bond  in  the  sum  of 
$5,000.00  that  Joseph  P.  Mumford,  Franklin  E. 
Bassette  and  Helen  J.  Doen  “shall  well  and 
faithfully  discharge  their  said  trust  according  to 
law." 

1905,  Oct.  16.  Vol.  58,  p  96  P  Ct:  The  Connecti¬ 
cut  Trust  &  Safe  Deposit  Co.  of  Hartford  accepts 
appointment  as  trustee  for  Franklin  N.  Bassett 
under  the  will  of  Emeline  E.  Bassette,  Joseph  P. 
Mumford  of  Philadelphia  having  refused  to  accept 
said  appointment. 

^  1906,  Sept.  6.  File  No.  1401  P  Ct:  The  State  of 
Connecticut  sends  receipt  for  $489.26  inheritance 
tax  paid  on  the  above. 

1907,  July  1.  Vol.  59,  p  474  P  Ct:  Administra¬ 
tors  make  their  first  report  showing  receipts  and 
expenditures  as  summarized  herewith. 


“Receipts: 


Interest  collected 

$  666  59 

Rents  collected  . 

330.00 

Sundry  Items  collected 

32.26 

Sale  of  Homestead  with  2  lots 

8,000.00 

Sale  of  30  lots  &  2  houses  to  C.  A.  Parker 

14,525.00 

Sale  of  3  lots  +  5  ft  to  sundry 

3,450.00 

Payments: 

$27,003.85 

Undertaker 

286.00 

Sundry  unpaid  bills 

378.52 

Cemetery,  including  perpetual  care  of  lot 

295.00 

Attorney  fees 

125.00 

Local  taxes 

305.60 

Inheritance  tax  .' 

489.26 

Commission  on  Sale 

160.00 

Executors  Salary 

500.00 

Executor  expenses 

18.50 

Judge  of  Probate  fee  . 

100.00 

Greenwood  st.  sewer  chg. 

101.00 

Water,  snow,  sprinkling  &c  . 

69.64 

Grading  costs  .... 

$1,530.68 

principal  magistrate  in  New  Britain.  He  called 
the  first  town  meeting  by  authority  of  the  legisla¬ 
ture  and  for  many  years  presided  at  most  public 
meetings.  He  represented  the  town  of  Berlin  in 
the  legislature  in  1839,  and  was  frequently  ap¬ 
pointed  to  public  office.  He  died  Feb'y  19,  1878." 
Children  follow.  We  have  taken  the  Litchfield 
record  of  birth  as  correct,  this  being  one  year 
later  than  above,  viz.,  Mch.  7,  1807.  The  city 
record  gives  Mch.  2d  as  the  date  of  death  while 
Feb’y  25th  is  given  in  one  record  and  Feb’y  19th 
on  the  monument.  The  correct  date  is  February 
27,  1878  as  proved  by  the  Hartford  Courant  item 
below. 

1878,  Mch.  1.  Hartford  Courant,  Friday  morn¬ 
ing,  under  New  Britain  News:  “Ozias  B.  Bassett, 
Esq-*  aged  72  years,  died  at  his  residence  in  this 
city  Wednesday  evening,  after  a  protracted  illness. 
Mr.  Bassett  was  a  native  of  Litchfield,  but  has 
lived  in  this  town  for  more  than  forty  years,  and 
during  this  time,  except  within  a  few  months  of 
his  death,  has  taken  an  active  part  and  interest  in 
the  affairs  of  the  town,  and  has  often  and  for  many 
years  continually  held  important  offices  of  honor 
and  trust.  For  many  years  he  was  the  trial  justice 
of  the  town,  and  had  brought  before  him  a  large 
number  of  civil  and  criminal  causes.  The  funeral 
services  will  be  held  at  his  late  residence  at  2 
o’clock  Saturday  afternoon.” 

1878,  Mch.  29.  Vol.  15,  p  154  P  Ct,  New  Britain: 
“Administration  on  the  Estate  of  Ozias  B.  Bassett, 
late  of  New  Britain,  is  granted  to  Mrs.  Emeline  E. 
Bassett,  who  appeared  in  Court  accepted  said 
trust  and  gave  bond  jointly  with  Mrs.  Helen  J. 
Doen  in  the  sum  of  $2,000  which  is  accepted  and 
approved  by  this  Court."  No  inventory  or  other 
papers  than  this  appear  at  the  Probate  Court 
after  at  least  one  hour’s  searching;  neither  does 
the  above  book  record  refer  to  any  other  papers  as 
being  filed.  It  may  be  therefore  that  none  were 
filed  though  it  would  seem  to  the  writer  that  the 
one-quarter  farm  interest  which  he  held  was 
worthy  of  inventory. 
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To  Lecatees: 

Julia  E.  Lee  ..... 

$14,500.00 

Helen  J.  Doen  ..... 

14,500.00 

Frederick  H.  Bassette 

7,250.00 

Margaret  A.  Bassette  .... 

7,250.00 

Prudence  B.  Bassette  .... 

7,250.00 

Franklin  E.  Bassette  .... 

7,250.00 

Nelson  B.  Bassette  .... 

7,250.00 

William  B.  Bassette 

7,250.00 

Mary  E.  Mumford  .... 

14,500.00 

Conn.  S.  &  T.  Co  for  F.  N.  E.  Bassette  . 

7,250.00 

Conn.  S.  &  T.  Co  for  M.  H.  Bassette  .  $  7,250.00 

$105,859.20 

Add  error  in  Inventory  .  .63 

$105,859.83 

“  Balance: 

July  1,  1907 

Cash  on  hand  .  $1,596.38 

Mortgage  .  400.00  1,996.38 


$107,856.21” 


1908,  May  4.  Vol.  62,  p  212  P  Ct:  Executors  report  ending  April  1,  1908: 


"Receipts: 

Balance  on  hand  July  1,  1907  .  $1,996.38 

Interest  &c  ....  74.51 

Sale  of  13  lots  to  C.  A.  Parker  3,550.00 

Sale  of  1  lot .  200.00 


$5,820.89 


"Payments: 

Local  taxes . $  129.74 

Surveyor .  283.70 

Sundry .  3.00 

Bequests  in  same  proportion  as  1st  dist  3,500.00 

Balance  on  hand  ....  1,904.45 


$5,820.89” 


1910,  Oct.  31.  Vol.  70,  pp  340-344  P  Ct:  Report  by  F.  E.  Bassette  and  J.  P.  Mumford,  executors: 


'Receipts: 

Cash  on  hand  Apl.  1,  1908  . 

$1,904.45 

Interest  &c  .  .  . 

112.58 

Sale  of  26  lots  to  C.  A.  Parker 

5,600.00 

$7,617.03 

Payments: 

Executors’  salary 

$1,700.00 

Local  taxes  .... 

194.75 

Travelling  expenses 

$  97.66 

Commission  on  Sale 

25.00 

Water,  snow,  sprinkling  &c 

46.86 

Grading  costs 

1,544.02 

To  Legatees  same  proportion 

3,500.00 

Cash  on  hand 

508.74 

$7,617.03’ 

1915,  Apl.  1.  Vol.  89,  pp  426-28  P  Ct:  Report  by 


“Receipts: 

Cash  on  hand  Oct.  31,  1910 

$  508.74 

Standing  trees  sold 

32.50 

Sale  of  33  lots  -f-  8.3  ft 

7,430.00 

"Payments: 

$7,971.24 

F.  E.  Bassett  salary 

$650.00 

J.  P.  Mumford  travel  . 

118.07 

E.  Bassette,  executor  for  4J2  year  period: 

Attorney  fees 

$  32.00 

Local  taxes 

193.59 

Commission  on  Sale 

25.00 

Grading  costs 

2,722.08 

To  Legatees  same  prop. 

3,500.00 

Probate  fees 

60.00 

Balance  on  hand 

670.50 

$7,971.24 

1915,  Apl.  13.  Vol.  86,  p  1534  P  Ct:  “To  the  Honorable  Court  of  Probate  ....  Estate  of  Erne- 
line  E.  Bassette  ....  The  petition  of  the  undersigned  represent  respectfully: 

“1.  That  the  three  executors  first  appointed  all  qualified  as  such.  2.  That  since  their  qualification 
two  have  died,  namely  Helen  Doen  and  Joseph  P.  Mumford.  3.  That  it  is  the  desire  of  the  under¬ 
signed  that  Buell  B.  Bassette  be  appointed  administrator  C  T  A  de  bonis  re  cum  to  act  with  surviving 
executor . 

Julia  B.  Lee  Frederick  H.  Bassette 

Mary  E.  Mumford  Margaret  A.  Bassette 

Prudence  B.  Bassette 

Petition  was  granted  and  Buell  B.  Bassette  was  appointed  co-executor  to  fill  vacancy.” 

1915,  May  4.  Vol.  85,  p  181  P  Ct:  Buell  B.  Bassette,  Frederick  A.  Bassette  and  C.  J.  Parker  give 
joint  bond  in  the  sum  of  Ten  thousand  dollars  that  new  executor  will  faithfully  discharge  his  duties,  &c. 

1917,  Oct.  29.  Vol.  99,  p  252  P  Ct:  Executors  report  as  follows: 
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"Receipts: 

Bal.  on  hand  Apl.  1,  1915 
Sale  of  2  lots 


"  Payments: 
City  Taxes 
Court  Fine 


$  670.50 
925.00 


$1,595.50 

$  98.52 
24.64 


Sundry  Items 
B.  B.  Bassette  ex-fee 
F.  E.  Bassette  ex-fee 
Grading 

Bal.  on  hand  Oct.  8 


$  12.50 
25.00 
200.00 
955.30 
279.54 


$1,595.50” 


1919,  Jan  y  28.  Vol.  103,  p  199  P  Ct:  Mary  E.  Mumford  sells  to  F.  E.  Bassette  and  B.  B.  Bassette  all 

her  right,  title  and  interest  in  her  mother’s  estate  for  the  consideration  of  $450.00  cash  received  in  full 
satisfaction. 


1921,  Feb  y  22.  Vol.  1 13,  p  182  P  Ct:  Executors  report  as  follows: 

"*E<;E,Frs:  "Payments: 

Bal.  on  hand  Nov.  17,  1917  $279.54  Probate  Judge 

Loans  from  B.  B.  Bassette  .  275.00  $554.54  Grading 

3  yrs.  City  taxes 


$  16.80 
354.00 
159.60 


$530.40 


'  Bal.  on  hand  Feb’y  17, ’21  .  .  .  $24.14” 

1924,  Mch.  31.  Vol.  120,  p  234  P  Ct:  Executors  report  inventory  showing  33  lots  on  Glen  st.,  and  10 
lots  on  Bassett  st.,  “all  dumping  land.”  They  account  also  as  follows: 

"Receipts:  "Payments- 

Bal.  on  hand  Feb’y  17, '24  .  $24.14  Probate  judge  .  .  $  i  50 

Loans  from  B.  B.  Bassette  .  325.00  $349.14  3  yrs.  City  taxes  !  31s‘o9  $319.59 

Bal.  on  hand  Mch.  31,  1924  .  .  $29.55” 

Since  1920  all  grading  on  the  “dump  land”  has  been  done  by  the  city.  The  Board  of  Health  has  main¬ 
tained  one  or  two  men  at  the  dump  to  keep  same  sanitary,  as  well  as  graded.  It  is  the  nearest  dump  to 
the  city’s  centre  and  it  receives  thousands  of  loads  of  all  kinds  of  dirt  and  scrap  each  year.  The  project 
to  extend  Buell  street  through  the  property  has  raised  the  grade  several  feet  and  thus  prolonged  the  dump 
for  several  years  to  come.  The  old  estate  has  seen  the  city  grow  from  1,500  to  70,000  and  the  grand  list 

from  a  few  thousand  to  $100,000,000.00;  yet  it  hangs  on  and  on  -  in  honor  as  it  were  to  one  of  its  most 
distinguished  citizens. 


CHILDREN 

(first  five,  also  7  and  8,  bom  at  Litchfield,  Conn.;  all  the  rest  bom  at  New  Britain,  Conn.) 

1.  HELEN  JANE  b.  Mch.  17,  1833;  m.  Apl.  25,  1855,  Edward  Doen;  she  d.  Feb'y  I,  191 1,  x  78  he  d.  Mch  4 
1874,  ae  49 

She  was  bp.  at  1st  ch.  N.  B.  in  1838.  She  had  artistic  skill  in  drawing  and  painting  as  did  her  daughter  Mary 
Hart  She  made  some  genealogical  studies.  Was  of  strong  character  and  ability,  carrying  on  her  husband's 
shop  for  many  years  after  his  death.  Edward  Doen  was  a  master  mechanic  and  inventor.  He  had  the  genius 
that  could  “make  goods  without  tools”  as  one  said  of  him.  In  partnership  with  Philip  Corbin  as  “Doen  & 
Corbin  the  beginnings  of  P.  &  F.  Corbin  were  started.  Later  he  built  the  E.  Doen  Works  on  Kensington  St., 
New  Britain,  and  p  oduced  light  hardware.  Their  children  were  ( 1 )  Katherine  who  m.  Edwin  Wilbur  Rice. 

060  1  ^l,ec'  C®-  and  had  (’al  Helen  ld-  1890  a?  5>;  (b)  Edward  Thomson  m.  Harriet  Church;  (c)  Chester 
Williams  m.  Helen  Currier;  fd)  Mabel  m.  Philo  Woodworth  Parker.  (2)  Marv  who  m.  George  Peck  Hart, 
rest,  of  Stanley  Works  and  had  (a)  Margaret  m.  Louis  Willits  Young;  lb)  Katherine  id.  1890  x  1 );  (c)  Mervin 
Stanley  m.  Natilie  Winifred  Downing;  id  i  Donald  Richards  m.  Elise  Rockwell  Russell.  (3.  Edward,  Mgr.  Elec. 
Lt'f>Ia®ts’  who  m-  Bertha  Hart  and  had  (a)  Helen  Katherine;  (bi  Edward  Bassett;  (c)  Robert.  (4)  Alice  who 
m.  E.  W.  Rice,  after  death  of  sister  Kate,  without  issue;  15)  Nathan,  mechanical  expert  of  Gen’ 1  Elec  Co 
who  m.  wid.  Annie  Fuller  who  by  1st  m.  had  fa)  Loren  m.  Anna  Skinner;  and  by  2d  m.  (b)  Marian  m.  Harold 
Everett  Morse;  (c)  Edward  Mansfield  m.  Vera  Downing.  (6)  Louise  (d.  1886  x  15). 

2.  CHARLES  b.  Jan’y  1,  1834;  he  d.  Feb’y  I,  1834,  a:  1  month 

3.  AARON  ENO  b.  May  4,  1835;  he  d.  May  15,  1860,  x  25 

He  was  bp.  at  1st  Ch.  N.  B.  in  1838.  As  young  man  was  clerk  in  Amos  R.  Eno's  store  in  New  York.  Went  to 
Michigan  with  brother  Frederick  in  1857  but  returned  next  year  sick  and  never  recovered. 
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4.  WILLIAM  b.  Mch.  1,  1836;  he  d.  May  17,  1836,  x  2  months 

5.  MARY  ANN  b.  Jan’y  4,  1837;  she  d.  Jan’y  3,  1841,  x  4  years 

She  was  bp.  at  1st  Church,  New  Britain,  in  1838. 

6.  FREDERICK.  HENRY  b.  Nov.  4,  1839;  m.  Apl.  27,  1866,  Margaret  Anderson  (see  below) 

7.  MILTON  HUMPHREY  b.  Dec.  15,  1840;  m.  Oct.  27,  1869,  Prudence  Butler;  he  d.  (living  1925)  she  d.  5  ch 

Mch.  4,  1924,  x  85 

He  was  a  good  student.  Studied  law  and  had  some  inventive  genius,  but  became  non  compos  mentis.  Lived 
in  New  Britain.  His  wife  was  from  Fair  Haven,  Ct.,  where  she  was  born  Aug.  14,  1838  and  became  a  teacher. 

Their  children  were  (1)  Charlotte  Butler  who  m.  Edward  Warren  Clary,  mechanic,  and  had  one  child  Willard. 

(2)  Jane,  stenographer  in  U.  S.  State  Dept.  (3)  Samuel  Butler,  printer,  who  m.  Crace  May  Barbour  and  had 
one  child  Thurston.  (4)  Bennie  (d.  1877  x  2).  (5)  Herbert  Howard,  draftsman,  who  m.  Helen  Louise  Davis 
and  had  (a)  Ethan;  (b)  Helen. 

8.  MARY  ENO  b.  May  9,  1842;  m.  May  9,  1866,  Joseph  P.  Mumford;  she  d.  (living  1925)  he  d.  Feb’y  24,  5  ch 

1915,  x  77 

At  16  she  organized  the  first  primary  dept,  of  the  So.  Church  Sunday  School,  New  Britain.  As  teacher,  editor 
and  author  she  has  made  good.  Wrote  "A  Regular  Tomboy”  describing  her  own  life  on  and  around  the  old 
farm.  Active  in  Woman's  Educational  Movements  and  first  woman  member  of  Board  of  Education  in  Phila¬ 
delphia.  Was  early  president  of  New  Century  Club  there.  Her  husband  was  for  41  years  Cashier  of  the 
National  Bank  of  the  Republic  of  Philadelphia,  retiring  in  1907,  and  for  26  years  was  Treasurer  of  the  Central 
Y.  M.  C.  A.  of  his  city  where  an  oil  portrait  hangs  in  his  honor.  He  was  founder  of  and  for  25  years  was  secre¬ 
tary  of  the  Rhode  Island  Society  of  Philadelphia.  Their  children  were  (1)  Mary  who  m.  John  L.  Stuart,  head  of 
Dept,  of  Economics  at  Lehigh,  and  had  one  child  John  who  m.  Julia  Margaret  Rounds.  (2)  Jean  (d.  1894  a;  24 
unm.).  (3)  Edward  Warlock,  U  of  P  (1889),  Sec’y  of  the  University  of  Penn.,  who  m.  Mary  Bines  and  had 
(a)  Jean  m.  James  David  Sourber,  Lehigh  (1919);  (b)  Mary  m.  Alfred  Douty;  (c)  Philip.  (4)  Alice  Turner, 
portrait  artist,  who  m.  (1st)  Jacob  Roberts,  High  School  teacher,  and  had  (a)  Penelope;  m.  (2nd)  Stewart 
Culin,  Curator  of  Brooklyn  Museum,  no  issue.  (5)  Avis  (d.  1881  x  5). 

9.  OZIAS  BURDETT  b.  July  5,  1844;  m.  May  6,  1869,  Alice  Brockett;  he  d.  May  19,  1882,  ae  38  years  shed.  2  ch 

June  22,  1903,  ae  57 

He  was  a  men’s  clothing  merchant  on  Main  street  in  Hartford,  succeeding  to  the  business  of  his  father-in-law 
Nelson  Brockett.  Always  joyous,  clean  and  fair,  he  was  a  model  merchant  and  his  early  death  of  pneumonia 
was  greatly  lamented.  His  wife  was  a  charming  blonde,  always  meeting  the  cousins  who  came  to  the  house 
with  the  kindest,  most  affectionate  greeting.  Their  children  were  (1)  Nelson  Burdett,  Sec’y  of  General  Ad¬ 
justment  Bureau,  who  m.  Mary  Hays  and  had  (a)  Malcomb;  (b)  Helen.  (2)  William  Burgis,  V.  P.  Phoenix 
Bank,  Hartford,  who  m.  Bertha  Wardin  Messenger  and  had  (a)  Ruth;  (b)  Anne.  William  d.  Feb’y  24,  1921,  a 
Jelo  de  se.  She  m.  (2)  Edgar  Conrad  Lackland. 

10.  JLT-IA  EMELINE  b.  Nov.  24,  1846;  m.  June  17,  1863,  Isaac  S.  Lee;  she  d.  (living  1925)  he  d.  May  17,  3  ch 

1916,  x  79 

She  was  a  striking  brunette  beauty  and  her  wedding  was  the  first  to  be  celebrated  in  the  new  brown  stone 
building  of  the  South  Congregational  Church.  They  have  lived  in  New  Britain  where  he  continued  the  shirt 
manufacturing  business  of  his  father;  in  St.  Paul,  Minn.,  in  the  office  of  the  Chi.,  Mil.  &  St.  Paul  R.  R.;  in 
St.  Louis  where  he  was  in  the  furniture  business;  in  Lynn  with  the  General  Electric  Co.  from  which  he  retired 
on  a  pension.  They  then  lived  in  Hartford.  Aunt  Julia  makes  as  good  a  traveller  as  the  family  possesses. 

Their  children  were  (1)  Harriet  Shipman  wffio  m.  (1st)  Bernard  Wright  Owen,  school  teacher,  without  issue; 
m.  (2nd)  without  issue,  widower  Arthur  Jenkins,  patent  attorney,  who  had  had  Margery  who  m.  Dow  Webber. 

Harriet  d.  Dec.  31,  1922  x  51.  (2)  Louise,  who  m.  Frederick  Moore,  in  leather  business,  and  had  only  child 
Frederick  Lee  who  m.  Ruth  Chandler.  (3)  Mary  Eno,  who  m.  Cromwell  A.  B.  Halvorson,  Jr.,  lighting  en¬ 
gineer  of  G.  E.  Co.,  and  had  (a)  Louise;  (b)  Virginia. 

11.  FRANKLIN  NATHAN  EDSON  b.  Feb’y  28,  1849;  m.  1872,  Celia  Shearer;  he  d.  Apl.  14,  1911,  x  62  she  1  ch 

bur.  Feb’y  14,  1874,  x  29 

He  was  a  constable  &  registrar  at  New  Britain  in  the  ’70s.  He  went  to  Ohio  where  he  m.  at  Ironton  and  re¬ 
turned  with  his  wife  s  brother  to  exploit  a  rubber  invention  which  had  good  promise  but  amounted  to  nothing 
through  poor  management.  He  then  became  a  painter.  They  had  one  son  Frank,  with  Standard  Screw  Co., 
who  m.  Sadie  Hance  and  had  (a)  Burdett  who  m.  Catherine  Edington  Russell;  (b)  Edward;  (c)  Celia  (d.  1902). 

12.  ROSIE  AUGUSTA  b.  Apl.  11,  1851 ;  she  d.  Aug.  15,  1852,  ae  16  months 
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FREDERICK  HENRY  BASSETTE 

b.  Nov.  4,  1839 

MARGARET  ANDERSON  m.  Apl.  29,  1866 
b.  Oct.  22,  1844  d.  (living  1925) 

d.  (living  1925) 

1844,  Oct.  22.  B  R:  Margaret  Anderson  was 
born  at  Glasgow,  the  industrial  metropolis  of 
Scotland,  and  the  pride  of  every  Scotchman.  At 
two  years  of  age  she  moved  with  the  family  from 
Glasgow  to  Liverpool.  Here  at  four  and  five  years 
of  age  she  remembers  going  to  private  school  where 
Mr.  Green  was  the  Master.  Schools  were  largely 
private  in  those  days  in  England,  the  public 
schools  being  known  popularly,  but  unwarrant- 
edly,  as  "ragged  schools”.  Her  father  would  fre¬ 
quently  bring  Mr.  Green  home  for  Sunday  break¬ 
fast  and  on  these  occasions  the  children  would 
remember  the  candy  he  brought  as  much  as  any 
wisdom.  Sister  Anne  was  five  years  older  than 
Margaret  and  attended  a  young  ladies’  seminary 
with  all  due  dignity  and  superiority  befitting  her 
age.  Knitting  was  an  art  then  as  now  and  Mar¬ 
garet  distinguished  herself  at  five  by  knitting 
stockings  that  fitted  and  wore. 

1851,  Sept.  1.  At  seven  years  of  age  the  time 
came  for  the  family  to  set  sail  for  America.  They 
left  Liverpool  in  the  sailing  vessel  The  Osborne, 
with  Captain  Howell  in  charge,  and  landed  at 
New'  Orleans  after  being  two  months  on  the  water. 
Joy  was  added  to  the  passage  through  the  fact 
that  Father  John  Anderson  was  himself  a  ship 
captain,  thus  combining  knowledge  and  fellowship 
to  the  pleasure  of  all. 

1856,  Oct.  17.  In  Ann  Anderson’s  letter  of  this 
date,  which  is  printed  in  full  under  her  grand¬ 
father  William  Adamson’s  history,  she  makes  this 
reference  to  two  younger  sisters:  "Margaret  and 
Agnes  are  still  living  with  Mother,  and  they  are 
going  to  school.  Margaret  is  a  good  scholar  now. 
She  is  in  the  highest  class  in  school  and  Agnes  is  a 
good  reader,  too.”  This  reference  is  to  the  public 
schools  of  New  Orleans  which  Margaret  had  been 
attending  since  her  arrival  five  years  before.  High 
schools  were  not  developed  in  those  days,  espe¬ 
cially  in  the  South,  so  that  having  attained  the  top 
in  this  school,  it  was  thought  best  to  send  her  to  a 
private  tutor  for  higher  training.  She  continued 
under  his  instruction  for  two  years  and  was  at  the 


1839,  Nov.  4.  P  381  Andrews:  This  natal  day  of 
Frederick  Henry  Bassette  was  celebrated  in  the 
old  farm  house  of  Aaron  Roberts,  then  in  Mary 
Eno’s  possession,  on  Main  street,  later  South 
Main  street,  in  the  New  Britain  parish  of  Berlin, 
Conn.  It  was  known  later  to  the  children  as  the 
"Kelly  house”  because  old  Alice  Kelly  lived  there 
in  its  dying  days.  He  was  named  for  the  two  uncles 
who  had  lost  their  lives  in  Ohio  as  young  men. 
Elizabeth  Tuller  Eno  (living  in  Hartford  this  year 
of  1920  at  102  years  of  age),  in  later  years,  used  to 
enjoy  telling  Frederick’s  wife  of  how  she  was  a 
teacher  in  Berlin  on  this  natal  day  and  was  a 
boarder  in  the  house  at  the  time. 

1840.  P  381  Do:  Frederick  w-as  but  a  few 
months  old  when  he  was  baptized.  It  was  at  the 
1st  Church  and  was  before  the  summer  when  the 
family  moved  back  to  Milton,  on  which  trip  he 
was  the  baby  in  arms.  At  Milton  the  family  lived 
for  four  years  and  returned  again  to  New  Britain, 
this  time  to  stay. 

1844,  Nov.  When  five  years  old  Frederick’s 
father  Ozias  took  him  with  younger  brother 
Milton  to  their  grandparents’  house  in  Milton, 
Conn.,  for  a  visit.  They  sleighed  up  in  the  late 
fall  when  sleighing  was  good  -  “over  the  river  and 
through  the  snow  to  grandfather’s  house  we  go  ”  - 
but  when  the  time  came  to  go  home  and  it  was 
decided  to  take  little  Milton  and  leave  Frederick 
his  feelings  gave  way  and  he  cried  and  cried.  Then 
he  went  to  school  up  the  street  a  little  way  and 
stayed  on  until  the  next  summer  when  father 
came  after  him.  Grandfather’s  blacksmith  shop 
was  across  the  street  and  here  it  was  that  Fred¬ 
erick  learned  which  his  right  hand  was  by  being 
sent  thither  for  a  pail  and  being  told  that  he  would 
find  it  on  the  right  side  of  the  door. 

1S50,  Sept.  14.  Vol.  II,  p  30  N  B  Sec.  of  the 
Federal  Census:  Frederick  Bassette  is  shown  here 
at  ten  years  of  age  among  the  boarders  at  his 
grandmother  Eno’s  house  on  Washington  st., 
New  Britain.  It  records  him  as  having  attended 
school  during  the  year.  He  does  not  recall  this 
sojourn  at  his  grandmother’s,  but  does  remember 
doing  work  for  her  around  the  house  and  garden 
from  time  to  time  during  these  early  years. 

1854,  April  24,  7:30  P  M:  On  the  program 
"Order  of  Exercises  at  the  Annual  Exhibition  of 
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end  of  that  time  fitted  for  a  tutor  or  teacher  her¬ 
self.  It  was  during  this  year  of  1856  that  the  Dred 
Scott  case  was  being  debated  and  was  agitating 
the  nation  into  a  heat  that  smelled  of  war;  but  no 
one  South  or  North  guessed  a  minim  of  the  con¬ 
sequences  which  were  to  follow. 

1859.  By  this  time,  at  age  fifteen,  Margaret  ran 
a  private  school  at  the  home  in  Algiers,  a  suburb, 
across  the  river  from  New  Orleans.  When  the  war 
came  on,  money  was  scarce  and  scholars  would 
pay  in  tea,  sugar  or  other  commodity  at  times, 
but  she  never  turned  a  scholar  away  who  could 
not  pay. 

1861,  Apl.  12.  The  confederates  fired  on  Fort 
Sumpter  and  the  war  was  on.  The  family  moved 
during  the  year  to  a  rented  house  on  Patterson 
street,  Algiers,  the  houses  not  being  numbered  in 
those  days.  With  the  opening  of  the  war  the  pub¬ 
lic  schools  were  closed  and  they  remained  closed 
for  the  year  that  the  Confederates  were  in  control, 
the  reason  being,  of  course,  that  there  was  no 
money  with  which  to  run  them.  When  the  Fed¬ 
eral  authorities  took  control,  however,  they 
ordered  the  schools  re-opened,  and  Margaret  took 
the  oath  of  Federal  allegiance  as  a  teacher  in  the 
5th  district  (Algiers),  continuing  to  teach  through¬ 
out  the  war  and  beyond  and  in  fact  up  to  two  days 
before  her  wedding.  During  the  last  two  months 
of  her  service  the  public  money  ran  out  and  even 
then  teachers  were  two  months  in  arrears  in  their 
salaries.  These  arrears  were  not  paid  in  fact  until 
after  she  had  been  in  the  North  for  some  time, 
when  finally  the  State  of  Louisiana  sent  her 
$100.00  due  for  two  months’  service.  Some  of  the 
teachers  showed  their  mettle  when  the  money  ran 
out  by  requesting  the  authorities  to  let  them  run 
their  schoolrooms  on  their  own  account,  collecting 
pay  from  those  who  came.  This  was  granted  and 
Margaret  was  continuing  her  work  on  this  basis 
when  cupid  came  along.  The  rates  paid  were  one 
dollar  per  week  which,  with  only  half  the  40  or  50 
scholars  paying,  netted  the  teachers  more  than 
the  salaries  on  the  old  basis.  Ruth  McEnnery 
Stuart  and  her  mother  were  teachers  at  this  time, 
the  father  being  on  the  board  of  education. 

1864.  “Though  war  should  rise  against  me,  yet 
will  I  have  confidence”  said  the  psalmist  and  so 
in  the  heat  of  war  Margaret  was  confirmed  in  the 


the  New  Britain  Model  Schools”,  held  at  the 
South  Church;  there  were  26  numbers  presented, 
3  Salutatory  and  primary,  3  intermediate,  4 
grammar  and  sixteen  by  the  High  School.  Num¬ 
ber  14  was  “A  Poem,  New  Britain”  (anon)  by 
Frederick  H.  Bassette.  Number  18  was  “Bells” 
(original)  by  Mary  E.  Bassett  (Frederick’s  sister, 
13  years  old).  Seven  of  the  numbers  were  by  the 
Glee  class.  Admittance  was  12^  cents  and  it 
was  surely  worth  it. 

1856.  After  finishing  with  the  High  School, 
Frederick  went  to  the  Normal  School,  which  had 
been  established  in  New  Britain  in  1850  -  the 
first  Normal  School  in  Connecticut  and  one  of  the 
very  first  in  America.  One  report  says  it  was  the 
third.  Here  he  studied  for  about  a  year;  but 
hardly  remembers  receiving  a  diploma  of  gradua¬ 
tion.  Thus  his  public  education  was  finished  be¬ 
fore  reaching  the  age  of  nineteen.  Education, 
however,  never  ceases  in  one  who  reads  and  thinks 
and  acts.  Frederick  w'as  a  great  reader  of  the  news 
of  the  day;  but  more  than  this  he  believed  in  the 
encyclopedia  and  the  dictionary  and  wanted  the 
children  to  use  them. 

1857,  Spring.  Frederick  was  now  eighteen  and 
Aaron  his  older  brother,  22,  was  home,  because  of 
hard  times  coming  on,  from  the  store  of  his  Unde 
Amos  R.  Eno  in  New  York  where  he  was  a  clerk. 
The  two  conceived  a  joy  ride  to  the  ancestral 
scenes  of  younger  days  around  Litchfield,  preced¬ 
ing  a  contemplated  trip  to  Michigan.  The  old 
farm  at  Milton  had  been  sold  eight  years  before 
and  the  water  power  rights  two  years  before;  but 
they  saw  at  Milton  the  non  compos  mentis  member 
of  the  family,  Samuel  Fisher  Bassett,  who  lived 
alone  on  the  Burgess  farm  and  had  whittled  shav¬ 
ings  all  over  the  floor.  In  one  uncontrolable  mo¬ 
ment  he  had  broken  his  brother  Ozias’  arm  with  a 
chair.  The  boys  drove  on  to  Warren  and  there 
found  Grandfather  Nathan  Bassett,  who  was  then 
living  with  his  grandchildren  the  Curtisses,  saw¬ 
ing  wood  in  the  yard.  At  eighty-seven  years  of 
age  he  was  still  proficient  with  the  saw.  From 
here  they  drove  on  to  Watertown  and  visited  their 
Uncle  William  Bassett  who  had  two  boys  and  two 
girls.  Thirteen  years  later  Frederick  had  a  sur¬ 
prise  meeting  with  one  of  these  boys,  Jim  Bassett. 
It  happened  in  the  Grant  campaign  on  the  occa¬ 
sion  of  a  torchlight  parade  in  Hartford.  Some  one 
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family  church  -  The  Mt.  Olivet  Episcopal  Church, 
Algiers,  which  was  close  by.  A  letter  from  Rev. 
Thomas  Clifford,  present  rector  (1921)  of  Mt. 
Olivet,  reports  no  entries  made  in  the  church  rec¬ 
ords  from  1861  to  1865.  But  on  March  4,  1S66 
appears  a  long  list  of  candidates  confirmed  on  that 
day  by  The  Rt.  Rev.  R.  H.  Wilmer,  Bishop  of 
Alabama,  and  presented  by  Rev.  A.  Gordon 
Bakewell.  Miss  Maggie  Anderson  is  one  of  these 
and  yet  she  is  very  sure  she  was  confirmed  about 
two  years  earlier.  It  is  evident  that  the  list  was 
made  up  at  the  end  of  the  war  and  included  those 
confirmed  in  the  interim. 

1866,  April  27.  B  R:  “Tis  my  wedding  morn¬ 
ing,”  sings  the  bride.  See  fuller  account  of  wed¬ 
ding  trip,  etc.,  under  husband  Frederick. 

“Cling  closer,  closer,  life  to  life, 

Cling  closer,  heart  to  heart; 

Let  nothing  break  our  band  but  Death, 

For  in  the  world  above 
Tis  the  breaker  Death  that  soldereth 
Our  ring  of  Wedded  Love.”  -  Massey. 

1867,  Apl.  P  74  So  Ch  Half  Century:  Margaret 
Anderson  Bassette  joins  the  South  Congregational 
Church  of  New  Britain  by  certificate  which  at 
length  arrived  from  the  Mount  Olivet  Episcopal 
Church,  Algiers,  Louisiana.  The  Episcopal  Church 
does  not  give  letters  to  other  non-conformist 
churches.  The  noble  Rev.  Constance  L.  Goodale 
was  pastor  and  from  the  first  week  of  arrival  made 
her  feel  at  home.  Ozias  B.  Bassette  was  teaching 
a  class  of  ladies  in  the  Sunday  School  at  this  time, 
she  remembers.  Her  number  on  the  Church  list  is 
603. 

1869,  Fall.  Three  years  had  now  passed  in  the 
North  and  the  time  was  propitious  for  a  visit  to 
the  home  folks  in  the  South.  Father  and  Mother 
Bassette  were  planning  a  visit  to  their  son  Frank’s 
home  in  Ironton,  Ohio;  so  with  two  babies  in  arms 
they  started  off  together,  going  first  to  New  York 
and  from  thence  via  the  Erie  R.  R.  to  Cincinnati. 
Here  they  separated,  the  elders  branching  off  to 
Ironton  and  returning  in  due  time  with  Frank  and 
his  wife  and  baby  Frank,  and  Margaret  with  the 
babies  continuing  on  to  St.  Louis  where  they  took 
a  boat  down  the  Mississippi  to  New  Orleans. 
There  is  no  place  like  Mother’s  house. 


called  the  name  of  Jim  Bassett  on  the  cars  and 
thus  drew  the  attention  of  his  cousin. 

Following  this  trip  to  Litchfield,  and  still  before 
planting  time,  the  two  prepared  for  a  trip  to 
Michigan  where  Aaron  had  a  friend  named  George 
Barker  who  had  sent  him  glowing  stories  of  the 
Great  West.  They  went  via  railroad  through 
Detroit  and  to  within  six  or  seven  miles  of 
Lebanon,  Gratiot  County,  which  was  their  objec¬ 
tive,  where  Barker  lived.  Aaron’s  ambition  was 
to  go  on  to  Mackinac  Straights,  erect  a  sawmill 
and  do  a  lumbering  business  on  the  Great  Lakes. 
This  was  too  much  ambition  to  realize  at  once,  so 
he  rented  a  small  place  at  Lebanon  and  planted 
and  raised  some  potatoes  and  garden  truck.  This 
did  not  promise  anything  very  big  and  meanwhile 
before  the  winter  was  passed  fever  and  ague  at¬ 
tacked  them  both.  Frederick  remembers  the 
Winter  and  the  Spring  which  followed  as  the  one 
when  Donati’s  big  Comet  shone  brightly  across 
the  western  sky.  When  the  cold  Spring  of  1358 
arrived  Frederick’s  fever  was  such  that  Aaron 
thought  best  to  send  him  home.  No  doubt  it  was 
the  best  thing  to  do;  but  even  so  he  suffered  for  a 
year  with  aches  and  pains.  Soon  after  his  return, 
nevertheless,  he  went  to  work  in  the  packing 
room  of  Doen  &  Humason,  makers  of  light  hard¬ 
ware,  Edward  Doen  being  his  brother-in-law. 
Doen  had  previously  been  in  partnership  with 
Philip  Corbin,  which  was  the  beginning  of  the  big 
P.  &  F.  Corbin  plant.  Later  in  the  year  Aaron 
himself,  suffering  from  fever,  decided  to  give  up 
all  idea  of  conquering  the  West  and  writing  to 
Uncle  Amos  Eno  for  aid  he  received  $1,500  for 
the  return  trip  and  a  start  in  business.  This 
money  he  put  into  the  hardware  manufacturing 
business  of  Edward  Doen.  He  never  really  re¬ 
covered,  however,  from  the  breakdown  in  the 
West  and  died  in  1860  greatly  lamented.  He  was 
a  noble  young  man  greatly  admired  and  loved  by 
his  younger  brother. 

1858,  Winter.  The  firm  of  Doen  &  Humason 
was  dissolved  by  reason  of  some  crookedness 
which  Doen  had  discovered,  and  Doen  set  up  his 
own  shop  in  the  Judd  factory  on  West  Main  street. 
Frederick  went  with  him  and  was  here  when  the 
war  broke  out  and  the  country’s  call  was  heard 
and  answered.  He  recalls  the  great  sobering  de¬ 
termination  that  swept  the  North  following  the 
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“Who  ran  to  help  me  when  I  fell, 

And  would  some  pretty  story  tell, 

Or  kiss  the  place  to  make  it  well? 
my  mother.” 

During  this  visit  the  new  house  at  No.  12  Ken¬ 
sington  street,  New  Britain,  seme  200  feet  west  of 
the  Bassette  farmhouse,  was  begun  and  the  trip 
was  delayed  until  it  could  be  finished  for  occu¬ 
pancy.  This  was  in  the  following  May,  the  return 
trip  being  made  by  boat  to  New  York,  thence  by 
rail  to  New  Britain.  This  time,  however,  there  were 
three  babies  to  care  for,  the  third  one  being  born 
in  February.  Such  a  trip  through  the  heat  of  the 
southern  summer  sun  would  seem  an  impossible 
burden  to  seme  but  not  to  one  who  honored  the 
work  of  the  day  and  was  never  afraid  of  honest 
toil. 

1876,  July  4.  This  w'as  centennial  year  and  well 
do  the  children  remember  it  by  reason  of  the 
wonderful  mementoes  such  as  alphabet  plates, 
centennial  pails  of  candy,  &c,  &c,  which  Mother 
brought  back  with  her  from  the  Philadelphia  Ex¬ 
position.  The  old  folks  also  went  and  there  was 
added  joy  and  interest  on  this  trip  in  that  Fred¬ 
erick’s  sister  Mary  Eno  Mumford  lived  there  and 
made  a  most  charming  hostess  and  guide.  During 
this  centennial  year  grandmother  Emeline  Bas¬ 
sette  made  a  long  visit  to  her  sister  Jane  Eno 
Barber  at  her  home  in  Homer,  New  York.  Before 
she  returned  her  husband’s  health  failed  to  such 
extent  that  it  seemed  advisable  for  son  and  daugh¬ 
ter  to  move  back  to  the  farmhouse  in  order  to  take 
the  better  care  of  him  and  here  the  family  stayed 
for  the  space  of  about  one  full  year.  Grandfather 
was  nearer  to  the  journey’s  end  than  they  sup¬ 
posed  when,  in  the  following  summer,  they  moved 
back  again  to  their  own  house,  for  in  the  coming 
February  he  passed  on  to  the  better  country. 

1881,  July  2.  On  the  morning  when  President 
Garfield  was  shot,  great  was  the  mourning  among 
the  earnest  Christian  homes  of  America  for  in  him 
they  had  had  promise  of  a  fearless  and  able  leader 
against  political  corruption.  No  corruptors  in 
political  life  exceeded  the  liquor  traffic  in  its  work 
of  shame  and  sorrow  and  in  these  days  the 
Woman’s  Christian  Temperance  Union  was  com¬ 
ing  into  the  fight  against  them  with  increasing 
power  under  the  rare  leadership  of  Frances  E. 


defeat  of  the  Union  forces  at  Bull  Run.  So  one  day 
he  challenged  his  fellow  workman  at  the  shop, 
Norman  Warren,  proposing  that  they  enlist  to¬ 
gether.  Norman  was  ready  so  together  they  went 
to  headquarters  and  were  accepted.  Norman 
went  through  the  war  and  returned  to  open  a  gen¬ 
eral  store  in  Kensington;  but  in  1876,  sad  to  relate, 
he  lost  his  life  in  a  railroad  accident.  His  brother 
Mortimer  Warren,  also  in  the  war,  living  in  Col¬ 
linsville  in  this  year  1921,  who  has  wide  knowledge 
of  New  Britain  history,  writes  that  they  were 
living  in  their  father’s  house  opposite  the  Library 
on  West  Main  street  when  the  above  challenge 
was  delivered. 

1860,  Oct.  31.  Vol.  I,  p  44  Electors’  Book,  New 
Britain:  “At  an  adjourned  meeting  of  the  Board 
of  Registration  for  the  admission  of  Electors:  held 
at  the  Humphrey  House  Oct.  31,  1S60,  the  follow¬ 
ing  named  persons  were  examined  and  approved 
as  electors  of  this  state  and  sworn  according  to 
Law.”  Frederick  H.  Bassett  heads  the  list  of  23 
men  made  this  day.  He  was  not  yet  21  years  old 
but  would  be  on  November  4th  just  in  time  to  take 
part  in  the  national  election  of  November  6th. 
Thus  he  recalls  that  he  voted  for  Abraham 
Lincoln  by  just  a  two  day  margin! 

1861,  Sept.  14.  P  514  Conn.  Men  in  War  of  the 
Rebellion  (1889):  This  is  the  date  of  enlistment 
at  New-  Britain,  as  private,  with  Norman  Warren, 
and  with  brother  Milton,  in  the  Thirteenth  Regi¬ 
ment,  Connecticut,  Volunteer  Infantry,  in  Com¬ 
pany  A,  under  Captains  Henry  L.  Bidwell  of 
Brooklyn,  NY.,  and  Charles  H.  Cornwell  of  New 
Britain  and  Colonels  Henry  W.  Birge  of  Norwich 
and  Charles  D.  Blinn  of  Cornwall.  There  were  18 
officers,  &c.,  and  “Field  &  Staff”,  and  thirteen  in 
the  non-commissioned  staff  of  the  Regiment; 
eight  officers,  32  non-commissioned  officers,  &c., 
and  107  privates  in  A  Company,  as  listed  in  this 
published  record  of  the  Adjutant  General  of  Con¬ 
necticut.  Within  a  month  the  New  Britain  Con¬ 
tingent  took  boats  at  Hartford  for  transportation 
to  New  Haven.  Frederick’s  sister  Mary,  18  years 
old,  was  a  teacher  at  Chester,  Ct.,  at  the  time  and 
stood  on  the  bank  of  the  river  to  wave  the  boys 
encouragement  and  goodbye  as  they  passed. 

1861,  Dec.  22.  P  514  Do:  The  brothers  were 
mustered  in  on  this  date  according  to  the  record; 
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Willard,  the  uncrowned  queen.  Margaret  Bassette 
had  become  a  charter  member  of  the  W.  C.  T.  U. 
some  years  before  and  was  an  influential  member 
of  it  for  thirty  years  or  more  up  to  the  time  of  her 
removal  from  New  Britain.  When  in  1881  Miss 
Willard,  expressing  her  disgust  at  the  inconsider- 
ate,  even  contemptible,  treatment  of  temperance 
leaders  by  the  republican  party  national  conven¬ 
tion,  announced  her  conversion  to  the  Prohibition 
Party,  nearly  all  the  republican  women  in  the  New 
Britain  W.  C.  T.  U.  withdrew;  but  not  so  the 
women  of  vision  and  purpose.  Margaret  went  with 
Miss  Willard  and  later  she  gave  sympathetic 
counsel  to  her  two  oldest  boys  when  they  joined 
the  Junior  League  of  the  Prohibition  Party,  which 
in  1884  gave  the  country  an  exhibition  of  power 
which  was  of  untold  encouragement  to  all  tem¬ 
perance  reformers.  In  those  days  the  boys  did  not 
dream  that  thirty-five  long  years  more  of  fight 
would  be  required  to  legally  kill  the  ungodly  traffic 
in  America. 

1888,  Sept.  5.  B  R:  The  first  wedding  in  any 
family  is  an  event  of  the  first  magnitude  and  so 
it  was  when  the  eldest  daughter  Mary  was  mar¬ 
ried  at  home.  Five  younger  children  from  twenty- 
to  six  joined  in  with  wonder  upon  wonder  at  the 
preparations,  at  the  multitude  of  friends,  and  at 
the  abundance  of  everything;  and  in  this  case  the 
sorrows  at  the  loss  of  the  eldest  sister  were  well 
balanced  by  the  general  satisfaction  in  the  choice 
which  she  had  made. 

1900,  Oct.  Beginning  this  month  and  for  two 
years,  Margaret  Bassette  was  elected  President  of 
the  Maternal  Association  of  the  South  Church, 
having  been  vice  president  the  preceding  year,  and 
she  graced  the  office  with  wisdom  and  understand¬ 
ing.  She  was  followed  in  the  office  for  several 
years  by  her  daughter,  Lena  Candee  Bassette, 
lately  arrived  from  Texas.  This  Association  had 
been  founded  by  the  noble  Mrs.  William  H.  Smith 
in  1836  and  was  mothered  in  later  years  by  her 
gifted  daughter  Mrs.  Annie  S.  Churchill. 

A  fast  growing  family  with  only  intermittant 
servant  help,  makes  it  rather  difficult  for  the  aver¬ 
age  young  mother  to  be  an  effective  regular  Sun¬ 
day  School  teacher;  but  for  many,  many  years 
Margaret  Bassette  was  a  substitute  teacher  in  the 
South  Church  Sunday  School.  This  covered  par¬ 
ticularly  the  period  when  Deacon  John  Wiard  was 


but  Frederick  says  they  were  in  barracks  at  New 
Haven  from  October,  1861  to  Mch.  17,  1862 
where  they  were  in  training  every  day  marching 
and  maneuvering  all  around  East  Rock  and  West 
Rock,  Fair  Haven,  &c. 

1862,  Mch.  17.  P  34  Hist.  13th  Conn.  Volun¬ 
teers  (1867):  Embarkation  of  the  13th  Regiment 
on  the  steamer  Granite  State  at  Long  Wharf,  New 
Haven,  was  accomplished  and  trip  made  through 
East  River  to  New  York  where  next  day  transfer 
was  made  to  a  Clipper-ship  City  of  New  York,  a 
sail  boat  whence,  after  5  days  waiting  for  wind, 
they  weighed  anchor  to  join  Farragut  and  Butler 
at  the  mouth  of  the  Mississippi.  Landing  was 
made  on  April  13th  at  Ship  Island,  just  off  the 
coast  of  Mississippi  where  a  further  period  of 
training  took  place.  They  were  here,  in  fact,  until 
they  heard  the  bombardment  at  Farragut’s  pas¬ 
sage  of  the  forts  defending  New  Orleans,  which 
took  place  on  May  1st.  Three  days  later  they  em¬ 
barked  for  that  city  and  were  enlisted  in  General 
Butler’s  brigade.  Gen.  Butler  called  the  13th 
“a  dandy  regiment”.  Col.  Birge  was  a  strict  dis¬ 
ciplinarian.  Every  belt,  shoe  and  box  must  be 
polished,  every  gun-barrel  and  bayonet  must 
shine,  every  form  erect  and  manly.  Their  appear¬ 
ance  led  to  the  general  belief  in  New  Orleans  that 
it  was  a  regiment  of  rich  men’s  sons.  Col.  Sprague 
in  his  history  calls  the  13th  Connecticut  “the 
finest  looking  regiment  that  ever  entered  New 
Orleans”.  It  was  also  known  as  “an  abolition 
regiment”;  its  officers  and  men  persistently  favor¬ 
ing  the  efforts  of  the  negroes  to  leave  their  masters. 

Early  in  the  summer  Frederick  was  detailed  for 
two  weeks  as  a  clerk  in  Gen.  Butler’s  office.  It 
was  while  on  this  detail  that  he  was  picked  by 
Captain  Cornwall  as  a  candidate  for  the  telegraph 
corps.  Brother  Milton  was  chosen  at  the  same 
time.  All  the  candidates  were  taken  to  the  old 
Mechanics  Institute  in  New  Orleans  for  instruc¬ 
tion,  many  of  them  utterly  failing  when  it  came 
to  learning  the  intricacies  of  the  codes  and  the  in¬ 
struments.  He  was  studying  at  the  Institute  when 
the  first  engagement  of  his  regiment  took  place. 
It  was  on  April  14,  1863  at  Irish  Bend,  La.,  where 
several  of  the  soldiers  were  killed  and  several 
wounded.  He  saw  the  wounded  as  they  were 
brought  into  the  city. 

1862,  Aug.  28.  P  514  Conn.  Men  in  the  War: 
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superintendent  of  the  school,  setting  a  pattern  for 
the  model  superintendent  which  indelibly  im¬ 
presses  teacher  and  scholar  and  parent  with 
visions  of  the  Master.  She  was,  too,  a  district 
visitor  of  the  South  Church  for  five  years  or  more, 
this  activity  beginning  under  the  pastorate  of 
Rev.  James  W.  Cooper,  who  resigned  (1903)  after 
twenty-five  years  of  service,  and  running  into  the 
pastorate  of  Rev.  Ozora  S.  Davis,  our  virile  and 
dynamic  pastor  of  vision  who  crowded  the  church 
every  Sunday  such  that  one  must  go  early  to  get 
his  seat. 

1902,  Oct.  Grandmother  Emeline  Bassette  was 
now  in  her  97th  year  and  it  became  some  child’s 
duty  to  live  with  her  for  her  better  care.  This  fell 
to  her  eldest  son  and  his  wife  who  now  moved 
across  the  way  to  the  old  removed  and  remodelled 
farmhouse  on  Bassett  street.  Here  they  lived  until 
Grandma  died  in  1905  only  three  months  from  her 
hundredth  birthday.  The  building  was  under 
contract  to  be  sold  to  the  city  and  they  must  needs 
leave  the  next  year  for  it  was  needed  for  the  first 
open  air  school  of  the  town.  So  after  forty  years 
of  wedded  life  in  New  Britain  their  turn  comes  to 
leave.  No  matter  how  far  the  children  may  roam, 
there  is  yet  no  place  like  home;  and  they  could  not 
look  upon  this  final  vacating  of  the  scenes  of  their 
childhood  without  a  pang  at  least  such  as  Wood- 
worth  expresses: 

“How  dear  to  this  heart  are  the  scenes  of  my  child¬ 
hood, 

When  fond  recollections  present  them  to  view :  - 

The  orchard,  the  meadow,  the  deep-tangled 
wildwood, 

And  every  lov’d  spot  which  my  infancy  knew.” 

1905,  July  1.  “This  was  the  memorable  day 
when  we  bade  good  bye  to  friends  and  country  and 
sailed  on  the  good  ship  Caledonia  for  Glasgow, 
Scotland”  says  Margaret  A.  Bassette  in  a  32  page 
diary  entitled  “Our  First  Glimpse  of  Europe”. 
Others  in  the  party  were  children  Mary  and 
George  Sage  and  grandchild  Margaret  Sage  (16). 
It  was  a  conducted  tour  of  the  Clark  Touring  Co., 
which  meant  that  plans  and  accommodations  were 
all  arranged  for  ahead  and  thus  time  conserved  for 
rest  and  sight  seeing.  The  trip  took  about  35  days 
from  New  York  to  New  York  and  covered  Glas¬ 
gow,  Edinburgh,  York,  London,  Dover  in  Great 


This  is  the  date  when  Frederick  and  Milton,  hav¬ 
ing  been  found  proficient  as  students  of  teleg¬ 
raphy,  were  formally  discharged  from  active  field 
service  to  enter  the  U.  S.  Telegraph  Corps.  This 
printed  record  says  Aug.  28,  ’63  -  one  year  too 
late.  Frederick  was  assigned  at  once  to  the  sta¬ 
tion  at  Algiers  while  Milton  was  sent  first  to  Ft. 
McComb  and  then  to  Baton  Rouge.  Regular 
soldiers  pay  ruled  at  first,  while  living  in  barracks, 
but  living  out  of  barracks  pay  was  increased  to 
$40.00  per  month.  Frederick  was  the  only  operator 
at  Algiers  and  he  soon  moved  his  bed  to  the 
Opelousas  R.  R.  station  where  the  telegraph  office 
was  and  slept  beside  the  instrument,  never  miss¬ 
ing  a  call  day  or  night,  until  the  war  was  ended 
and  beyond  until  the  job  was  done.  Here  we  have 
a  beautiful  example  of  the  spirit  that  won  the  war 
and  added  a  new  lease  of  freedom  to  the  earth.  As 
Roche  expressed  it: 

“And  I  read  the  moral  -  A  brave  endeavor 
To  do  thy  duty,  whate’er  its  worth, 

Is  better  than  life  with  love  forever, 

And  love  is  the  greatest  thing  on  earth.” 

Milton  had  an  experience  with  the  enemy  at 
Baton  Rouge.  When  the  enemy  approached  the 
town  he  took  his  instruments  and  hid  them  and 
swam  in  the  river,  under  fire,  to  a  U.  S.  gunboat 
which  sighted  him  and  sent  a  boat  to  meet  him. 
When  the  enemy  retired  he  returned  to  his  post, 
recovered  and  set  up  his  instruments,  and  went 
to  w'ork  again.  Other  personal  and  service  expe¬ 
riences  are  best  told  in  extracts  from  letters 
written  at  the  time. 

1862,  Nov.  14.  Letter:  "New  Orleans.  Dear 
Mother:  I  am  at  this  end  of  the  telegraph  line  and 
all  communications  between  Gen.  Butler’s  Head¬ 
quarters  and  Gen.  Weitzel’s  pass  through  my 

hands.  Secrecy  has  to  be  observed . In 

Gen.  Weitzel’s  renouned  Brigade  the  13th  Con¬ 
necticut  stands  preeminent  among  the  regiments 

for  good  looks,  discipline  and  pluck” . 

This  letter  “introduces  the  best  fellows  in  the 
army,  the  chaplains.”  Among  these  he  names  Mr. 
Salter,  Mr.  Upton,  Mr.  Bradford  and  old  Elder 
Blake. 

1862,  Nov.  18.  New  Orleans.  Writing  to  his 
sister  Julia,  now  sweet  sixteen,  Frederick  says: 
“Ain’t  you  mighty  glad  this  war  didn’t  happen 
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Britain;  Ostend  &  Brussells  in  Belgium;  Paris  and 
Calais  in  France;  London,  Stratford,  Chester  & 
Liverpool  in  England;  as  well  as  many  smaller 
places  in  between.  Her  description  of  the  trip  is 
a  most  interesting  one  and  it  is  too  bad  that  we 
cannot  insert  the  whole  of  it  here. 

1906,  Fall.  Residence  at  the  re-modelled  farm- 
house  continued  for  about  one  year  following 
grandmother’s  death  and  then  the  family  moved 
to  Springfield  where  son  Frederick  was  in  business. 
All  married  sons  and  daughters  were  now  living 
out  of  town  so  that  the  moving  thither  was  made 
easier;  but  the  change  was  a  striking  one  since 
apartment  house  living  was  entirely  new  to  them. 
Living  in  the  “Ormond”  at  52  High  street  was  de¬ 
lightful  but  six  months  of  it  was  enough  for  those 
who  knew  the  joys  of  nature’s  soil.  In  the  Spring, 
therefore,  they  took  a  pleasant  house  on  Bucking¬ 
ham  street,  which,  however,  was  sold  over  their 
heads  within  the  year.  Then  they  were  fortunate 
enough  to  find  for  sale  and  buy  the  house  at  167 
Thompson  street  next  to  son  Frederick’s  house, 
their  yards  adjoining.  Here  they  spent  six  happy 
years.  Here,  too,  they  saw  the  last  of  the  children’s 
schooling  for  it  was  from  here  that  the  youngest 
son  Roy  left  for  the  University  of  Pennsylvania, 
graduating  with  post  graduate  year  additional, 
in  architecture  in  1909  just  in  time  to  make  the 
eniarging  and  remodelling  of  his  brother  Buell’s 
house  in  New  Britain,  his  first  professional  job. 
Soon  after  this  he  designed  the  house  of  his  brother 
Frederick  on  Green  Lane,  Springfield,  and  another 
early  job  was  to  remodel  a  house  on  Enfield  street, 
Enfield,  Conn.,  for  Henry  St  C.  Newton.  Hardly, 
however,  had  he  and  his  attractive  young  wife 
Susan  Thayer  occupied  it,  when  he  was  called  to 
the  West,  and  was  glad  to  sell  it  to  the  architect’s 
father  and  mother.  This  charming  spot  became 
the  Bassette  homestead  for  19  years  or  until  the 
new  house  in  Hartford  next  to  daughter  Mary 
was  ready. 

1911,  May  10.  Manus’pt:  At  the  75th  anniver¬ 
sary  of  the  Maternal  Association  of  the  South 
Church,  New  Britain,  “messages  from  former 
presidents”  were  a  feature:  Mrs.  Henry  C.  Bowers 
gave  “Glimpses  of  Seventy  five  Years”;  Mrs. 
Frederick  H.  Bassette  gave  “The  Association  as 
an  Uplift  in  the  Community”;  Mrs.  Annie  S. 
Churchill,  “Its  Relation  to  the  Home”;  Mrs. 


when  Ozias  and  Emeline  were  young  men?  What 
a  risk  we  should  have  run  of  never  having  a  male 
parent!  Well,  we  were  born.  Your  name  is  Julia, 
ain’t  it?  And  mine  is  F.  H.  Bassette.  Well  I  wont 
change  mine  if  you  wont  yours.  Ain’t  that  fair 
and  generous  now?” 

1862,  Dec.  21.  New  Orleans.  In  letter  to  sister 
Helen  he  tells  of  the  news,  telegraphed  by  Milton 
from  “the  Passes”,  that  Gen’l  Banks  is  arriving 
with  30,000  troops  to  succeed  Gen'l  Butler.  He 
adds:  “  I  have  become  perfectly  acclimated,  board 
at  the  Hotel  de  Farnham,  eat  3  meals  pr  day, 
wear  white  shirts  and  draw  pay  regularly,  feel 
some  good  always;  saving  all  particulars  for 
Mother.” 

1863,  Mch.  6.  New  Orleans:  Writing  to  Mother: 
“Today  the  steamer  Marian  brought  me  a  whole 
family  of  letters,  or  transposing,  letters  from  the 
whole  family.  Mary’s  letter  met  your’s  with 
Burdie’s  &  Julia’s  with  one  from  Doen  &  Helen 
Jane  -  all  on  the  Marion."  As  a  result  he  an¬ 
swers  with  a  20-page  diary  letter:  “I  am  in  fine 
condition  now  &  weigh  more  than  ever  since  my 
advent  amongst  this  highly  colored  community. 
There  are  three  of  the  railroad  clerks  with  myself 
who  are  running  a  Hotel  that  is  for  our  mutual 
accommodation.  We  occupy  a  fine  house  just 
opposite  the  depot,  where  we  have  installed  a  good 
looking  mulatto  woman  as  housekeeper.  I  have 
the  charge  of  feeding  the  members  of  our  house¬ 
hold  this  month.”  This  letter  tells  how  he  was 
awaked  at  10:00  p.  m.  one  night  with  moans  and 
yells  of  a  negro  refugee  being  dragged  with  his 
family  back  to  slavery.  With  two  companions 
they  rushed  to  the  scene  and  demanded  by  what 
authority  the  slave  drivers  were  acting.  The  result 
was  the  slaves  were  freed  once  more  to  their  over¬ 
whelming  joy. 

1863,  Apl.  17.  New  Orleans.  Letter  to  Mother: 
“Being  on  the  Telegraph  line  that  runs  directly 
to  Gen’l  Banks’  Headquarters  in  the  field  my 
machinery  has  been  kept  smoking  hot  night  and 
day  transmitting  orders  for  supplies,  movements, 
official  reports,  die.”  This  letter  reports  18  men  of 
the  13th  killed  and  about  70  wounded  so  far, 
among  them  Frank  E.  Stanley  just  killed  and 
Frank  W.  Stanley  badly  wounded  in  the  knee. 
Stanley  Post  G  A  R  of  New  Britain  was  named 
after  these  two  boys. 
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Buell  B.  Bassette,  “What  it  Means  to  a  Young 
Mother”.  Dr.  Jas.  W.  Cooper  spoke  on  it  as  a 
“Factor  in  the  Church  Life”  and  Rev.  Herbert  A. 
Jump,  pastor,  gave  the  prayer.  Mrs.  Bassette,  the 
elder,  came  from  her  home  in  Enfield,  and  taking 
King  Lemuel’s  mother  as  the  true  model  of  all 
times,  based  her  paper  on  her  virtues  as  a  pro¬ 
ducer  and  a  giver,  and  a  specialist  in  kindness  and 
widsom  and  prayer.  We  wish  we  could  give  this 
fine  paper  in  full. 

1915,  Jan’y  7.  C  R:  Margaret  Bassette  with 
daughters  Elizabeth  and  Anne  are  given  letters  of 
dismission  from  the  South  Church,  New  Britain, 
to  unite  with  the  church  at  Enfield.  This  hand¬ 
some  country  church,  with  its  beautiful  striking 
spire  was  located  only  about  a  five  minute  walk 
from  the  house. 

1916,  Apl.  29.  It  is  given  to  comparatively  few 
couples  to  celebrate  the  50th  anniversary  of  their 
wedding.  When  it  can  be  done  it  is  always  a  joyous 
and  a  notable  occasion.  This  event  happened  in 
the  midst  of  the  World  War  which  hung  like  a  pall 
over  everything  that  was  done  in  those  days,  yet 
the  family  staged  a  most  delightful  series  of  events 
to  celebrate  the  day  which,  it  is  to  be  noted,  was 
held  two  days  late,  because  of  war  exigencies.  It 
happened  that  in  1891  the  family  had  had  a  group 
picture  taken;  hence  for  the  first  event  the  same 
group  met  at  the  Peterson  Studio  in  Hartford  for 
a  similar  picture  which  is  a  most  interesting  way 
to  mark  the  striking  changes  which  a  quarter  of  a 
century,  not  to  mention  a  half  century,  will  make 
in  any  group  the  world  over.  From  here  the  party 
adjourned  to  daughter  Mary’s  house  on  Charter 
Oak  streets  for  an  afternoon  of  felicitations  and 
jollifications  before  the  dinner,  which  was  to  be 
served  at  the  Hartford  Club  on  Prospect  street. 
This  was  a  splendid  twelve  course  affair  at  which 
17  sat  around  the  table  and  it  was  distinguished 
by  the  telegrams  of  congratulations  from  friends, 
including  the  celebrities  and  potentates  of  the 
earth,  which  the  waiters  kept  bringing  in  with  the 
courses!  As  a  climax  to  the  dinner,  Mother 
Bassette  was  presented  with  a  diamond  bar-pin 
set  in  platinum  and  Father  Bassette  with  a  solid 
gold  watch.  The  dinner  was  over  at  8:00  p.  m. 
whence  the  party  adjourned  for  entertainment  by 
Thurston  the  magician  and  prestidigitator  who 


1863,  Oct.  18.  Algiers.  Letter  to  Mother:  “Well, 
Mother,  your  last  letter  is  the  only  real  newspaper 
letter  I  have  received  -  every  jot  and  tittle  of  it 
was  news  to  me  and  just  such  a  letter  as  one  delv¬ 
ing  in  a  distant  lattitude  rejoices  to  receive  from 

home . We  now  walk  untrammeled  from 

all  Military  Survaillance,  and  can  go  anywhere 
with  only  the  permission  of  the  superintendent 
....  Father  I  suppose  regales  himself  on  large 
doses  of  Law  and  the ‘Times’  ....  How  have 
Grandpa’s  matters  been  settled?” 

1864,  April  5.  Algiers.  Letter  to  Father:  “Mil- 
ton  left  me  a  few  days  ago  after  living  with  me 
about  two  weeks  having  chills  and  fever  most  of 
the  time.  After  disciplining  his  stomach  for  a  short 
time  he  left  for  Donaldsonville  with  his  ‘internal 
revenue  system’  in  quite  a  healthy  condition. 
....  I  don’t  know  as  you  are  aware  that  I  am 
one  of  the  electors  of  the  Free  State  of  Louisiana 
having  exercised  my  suffrage  as  a  free  and  inde¬ 
pendent  citizen  of  this  State.  I  had  the  pleasure 
of  voting  for  Michael  Hahn  the  first  Free  State 

Governor  of  Louisiana . The  greatest 

ball  of  the  season  was  given  at  the  St.  Charles  by 
two  gentlemen  who  have  made  their  fortunes  here 
within  two  years.  The  affair  cost  some  $25,000. 
Gen.  Banks  led  the  van  followed  by  Brigadiers 
enough  to  take  Richmond  and  ladies  enough  to 
skirt  the  globe.” 

1864,  Sept.  1 1.  “Algiers.  Dear  Mother:  Send 
Frank  to  Yale  College  if  it  costs  the  old  home¬ 
stead.  Affectionately,  Fred.”.  This  was  the  whole 
letter. 

1865,  May  6.  “Algiers.  Dear  Frank:  Your  jubi¬ 
lant  letter  came  to  hand  some  time  ago.  (Lee  had 
surrendered  to  Grant  April  9,  1865).  Your  cheers 
for  those  famous  Generals  and  the  “tiger”  for  the 
operators  were  heartily  re-echoed  by  your  humble 
servant  who  now  sits  on  the  anxious  bench  won¬ 
dering  what  next  will  turn  up.  Even  if  the  war  is 
closed  it  will  take  some  time  yet  for  business  to 

resume  its  former  prosperous  condition . 

I  suppose  Louisiana  claims  me  as  one  of  her 
adopted  sons  now  that  I  have  been  so  thoroughly 
initiated  in  her  institutions.  1  have  not  heard 
from  Milton  since  he  left  with  Gen’l  Steele  for  the 
interior  of  Alabama  but  imagine  he  is  a  trumping 

it  every  time . I  send  the  New  Orleans 

Times  every  week;  do  you  get  them?” 
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gave  a  remarkable  presentation  of  the  art  at 
Parsons  Theatre  close  by. 

1917.  In  the  prospectus  of  the  Ormond  Beach 
Property  Owners  Association  of  Florida  we  find 
Mrs.  F.  H.  Bassette  on  the  Landscape  Committee 
while  both  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Bassette  are  numbered 
among  the  members. 

1923-24  Season.  Garden  Club  Ann’l  Report: 
Mrs.  F.  H.  Bassette,  Mrs.  George  H.  Sage,  Miss 
Elizabeth  Bassette  and  Miss  Anne  Bassette  are 
members  of  the  “Garden  Club  of  the  Halifax 
Country”  of  Ormond,  Florida.  “The  object  of 
the  Club  is  to  promote  an  interest  in  gardens,  their 
design  and  management,  to  co-operate  in  the  pro¬ 
tection  of  wild  flowers  and  native  plants,  and  to 
encourage  civic  planting.”  Florida  blooms  at  her 
very  best  in  the  Halifax  country  and  these  ladies 
are  ever  awake  to  increase  her  bloom  and  keep  it 
fresh  in  season. 

1925,  July  4.  The  annual  Fourth  of  July  family 
gathering  was  a  sobering  occasion  this  year 
through  the  sudden  death,  this  very  week,  of 
George  Henry  Sage,  one  of  the  shining  lights  of  all 
our  parties  for  a  generation.  It  was  held  at  his 
daughter  Margaret’s  new  home  and  one  of  the 
pleasures  of  the  occasion  was  the  inspection  by 
all,  of  the  other  new  house,  next  to  Margaret’s  on 
Ledyard  Road,  West  Hartford,  nearing  comple¬ 
tion,  which  George  and  Mary  had  taken  great 
pains  and  pride  in  to  make  fit  for  Father  and 
Mother  and  Bess  and  Anne.  They  moved  from 
Enfield  in  the  third  week  of  current  month.  The 
new  house  of  son  Roy,  under  construction  close 
by,  makes  four  family  houses  close  together  - 
Spring,  Summer,  Autumn,  Winter,  as  it  were,  in 
co-operation  for  the  coming  day. 


at  the  water  faucet  with  finger  on  the  nozzle  making 
-  ‘Fred’k  b’still’  -  while  she  arranges  her  hair  a  la  1 


1865,  July  25.  “Algiers.  Dear  Mother:  I  am 
just  in  receipt  of  your  4th  of  July  inspired  letter 
....  There  seems  to  be  an  epidemic  raging 
among  the  marriageable  scions  of  the  F.  F.  B’s. 
Come  to  think  of  my  age  I  imagine  that  some  of 
those  ‘available’  ones  are  flitting  around  the  first 
dark  corners  of  old  maidhood.  High  time  I  think 
that  some  one  from  the  first  circles  in  N.  B.  should 
be  sacrificed  upon  the  Hymenial  altar.  But  who 
is  to  lead  off  in  this  great  work?  (nuff  sed).” 

1865,  Oct.  16.  “Algiers.  Dear  Mother:  To 
render  the  day  more  lovely  and  agreeable  I  am 
favored  with  a  kind  word  from  you  ....  Cold 
weather  is  rapidly  approaching  and  I  don’t  think 
it  advisable  to  return  North  before  next  Spring. 
....  Mary  wrote  me  about  accepting  the 
general  agency  for  Mr.  Bradley’s  publications  for 
this  section  of  the  South.  I  referred  letter  to 
Milton  and  he  said  in  reply  that  it  was  no  use  to 
attempt  to  do  anything  with  it  in  Alabama  as 
people  had  tastes  better  cultivated  for  whiskey 
than  pictures  and  there  was  so  little  ready  money 
that  nothing  could  be  done  with  it  and  I  am  con¬ 
vinced  that  it  is  just  the  same  condition  of  things 
here  at  present.  It  seems  that  since  the  men  have 
laid  down  their  arms  the  women  are  rushing  for 
them;  at  least  I  conclude  so  by  the  number  of 
anticipated  marriages.  Burdette  wrote  me  of  sev¬ 
eral  who  were  to  go  and  do  it,  i.  e.,  to  arms!  to 
arms!  4th  of  November  next  will  spring  his  trap 
on  me  for  the  26th  time.  One  year  ago  about  this 
time  I  was  very  sick  but  thanks  to  a  merciful 
Providence  I  was  spared  and  am  at  present  in  as 

good  health  and  spirits  as  ever . Well 

Alty  good  simple  old  soul  that  has  trotted  and 
kissed  us  all  -  is  she  the  same  '  between  40  and  50 
year  old’  beauty?  I  presume  she  takes  her  spelling 
lessons  as  usual.  I  see  myself  with  wicked  intent 
spray  ’  at  her  -  and  her  silvery  voice  I  hear  protest 


1866,  Mch.  8.  P  514  Conn.  Men  in  the  War:  The  Adjutant  General  of  Connecticut  gives  this  as  the 
date  of  discharge  from  the  service;  but  Frederick  thinks  that  he  worked  right  up  to  the  day  of  the  wedding. 
Milton’s  discharge  is  given  as  Jan’y  31,  1S66.  Before  returning  North,  in  addition  to  his  trip  into  Alabama, 
Milton  went  on  a  gulf  expedition  with  another  fellow  to  Tampico,  Mexico,  for  a  load  of  bananas.  They 
encountered  a  great  storm  -  expected  to  be  lost  forever  -  but  finally  pulled  through.  They  sold  the  cargo 
in  New  Orleans  and  made  some  money  on  it,  but  the  experience  cured  them  of  any  desire  to  repeat  the 
effort. 


1866,  April  29.  Sunday  morning.  B  R:  The  wedding  bells  rang  on  this  bright  morning  at  the  Anderson 
home  on  Patterson  street,  Algiers.  Rev.  Dr.  Alexander  Gordon  Bakewell,  Rector  of  Mt.  Olivet  Episcopal 
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Church  in  Algiers,  who  had  been  a  chaplain  in  the  Confederate  army,  and  who  lived  till  this  year  of  1920 
to  age  of  96  years,  performed  the  ceremony,  and  then  accompanied  them  to  the  ship  to  see  them  off,  in¬ 
troducing  them  to  the  bishop’s  wife,  who  was  sailing  on  same  boat.  The  groom  was  now  27  while  the  bride 
was  22  and  a  beauty.  They  boarded  at  once  the  first  class  passenger  steamer  Star  of  the  Union  bound  for 
New  York,  arriving  there  on  the  following  Saturday.  They  stopped  over  Sunday  at  the  Manhattan  Hotel 
and  on  Monday  took  the  train  for  New  Britain.  Mrs.  Charles  E.  Mitchell  of  New  Britain  reminded  us  in 
later  years  that  she  was  at  the  station  when  they  arrived  and  was  charmed  with  the  tall,  stately,  beautiful 
girl  which  the  groom  had  chosen.  They  repaired  at  once  to  the  family  farmhouse  facing  Franklin  square 
green,  which  then  was  a  rock  ledge  30  ft.  high  or  more.  Julia  was  the  only  child  living  with  the  parents  at 
the  time  though  Mary  was  home  from  Philadelphia  preparing  for  her  marriage  with  Joseph  P.  Mumford, 
which  was  to  take  place  in  just  two  days  from  the  arrival  of  her  brother  and  bride  fresh  from  the  theatre 
of  war.  The  big  house  was  quite  ready  for  the  new  comers  and  here  they  lived  as  boarders  for  four  years 
or  until  their  own  home  was  built  next  door  at  the  head  of  Kensington  street.  Meanwhile  two  children, 
Mary  and  Frederick,  had  been  born  at  the  farm  house. 

During  the  war  Mr.  Doen  had  built  his  own  shop  on  Kensington  street,  corner  of  Glen  street,  only  about 
500  feet  west  of  the  farm  house.  Here  Frederick  went  to  work  at  once  on  arrival  and  continued  for  four 
years  or  until  he  accepted  a  position  with  the  Union  Man’f’g  Co.,  of  New  Britain,  makers  chiefly  of  pumps 
and  cast  iron  butts.  And  now  begins  a  whole  generation  of  labor  in  their  pump  department,  the  greater 
part  of  which  time  he  was  foreman  of  the  department.  This  is  the  year  (1870)  when  the  writer  was  born 
and  among  his  earliest  recollections  was  the  inexplicable  persistency  of  the  whistles  which  called  the  men 
to  labor  early  and  late.  Supposedly  all  the  world  was  run  by  whistles;  and  it  was  an  agreeable  surprise  to 
find  later,  when  dwelling  in  other  places,  a  complete  absence  of  whistles,  and  that  bugles  or  drums  or 
clocks  could  also  run  a  city.  1  he  steady  grind  of  the  ten  hour  day  and  the  six  day  week  figured  much  also 
in  youthful  philosophy.  How  could  one  rise  so  early  and  labor  so  steadily  and  so  patiently?  The  answer 
becomes  clearer  as  we  grow  older;  it  is  found  in  mastership,  and  Frederick  was  a  master  workman.  A 
master  is  defined  to  be,  “one  who  does  the  right  thing  at  the  right  time  in  the  right  place  in  the  right  way 
and  the  right  spirit  habitually.”  He  labored  as  a  master  and  hence  with  poise  and  joy. 

1870,  Apl.  30.  Vol.  XII,  p  216  L  R,  New  Britain:  Here  is  spread  a  warrantee  deed  from  Emeline  E. 
Bassette  and  Ozias  B.  Bassette  to  Frederick  H.  Bassette  for  $1,000.00  for  house  lot  at  Corner  of  Bassett 
and  Kensington  streets,  N  on  highway,  E  on  O.  B.  Bassette  &t  E.  E.  Bassette  (Bassett  street  was  not  opened 
yet);  W  on  Milton  H.  Bassette;  S  on  O.  B.  Bassette  &  E.  E.  Bassette;  containing  about  35  rods  of  land. 
It  was  in  fact  171  feet  deep  and  155  feet  front.  This  lot  was  just  west  of  the  farmhouse  lot.  The  house 
was  built  the  same  year  and  for  more  than  40  years,  or  until  Kensington  street  was  changed  to  Rockwell 
avenue,  it  was  known  as  No.  12  Kensington  street.  It  was  the  family  headquarters  for  32  years  or  until 
1902,  when  the  family  moved  to  the  farmhouse  in  its  new  Bassett  street  location  to  care  for  “grandma” 
Emeline  E.  Bassette,  now  97  years  old.  Here  at  No.  12  the  four  children,  Henry,  Elizabeth,  Anne  and 
Roy,  were  born,  and  from  here  all  the  children,  except  Roy,  completed  their  school  and  college  education. 

Home,  says  Chapin,  “is  the  seminary  of  all  other  institutions,”  and  so  it  was  -  even  more  than  school 
and  more  than  college. 

“  ’Mid  pleasures  and  palaces  though  we  may  roam, 

Be  it  ever  so  humble,  there’s  no  place  like  home.”  -  Payne. 

1870,  May  23.  P  265  Do:  Here  is  a  warrantee  mortgage  deed  of  F.  H.  Bassette  to  Savings  Bank  of 
New  Britain  for  $2,500.00.  This  mortgage  ran  for  eleven  years,  being  paid  on  May  26,  1881,  per  Q.  C. 
release  in  Vol.  10,  p  302.  Uncle  Amos  R.  Eno  was  generously  helping  his  brothers  and  sisters  about  this 
time  and  some  of  this  money  passed  on  to  the  next  generation  greatly  helped  on  this  release. 

1874,  March  4.  B  R:  On  the  death  of  Mr.  Doen,  this  date,  his  factory  was  left  with  his  widow  without 
a  manager.  His  wife  Helen,  older  sister  of  Frederick,  turned  to  him  for  help  and  he  heard  the  call  and 
left  the  Union  Works  to  take  charge  of  it.  He  was  the  whole  office  and  the  shipper  and  often  manufacturer 
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as  well  as  manager  for  nearly  two  years  and  when  hard  times  came  on  in  1875,  entailing  dropping  prices 
and  constant  losses,  he  was  quite  ready  to  return  to  his  old  place  at  the  Union  Works. 

1875,  Nov.  10.  Vol.  17,  pp  391,  405,  406  L  R:  Here  are  three  deeds  passed  by  reason  of  a  proposed 
move  to  Florida.  They  transfer  the  homestead  first  to  Emeline  E.  Bassette,  second  to  Margaret  A. 
Bassette,  with  a  mortgage  deed  back  to  Emeline  E.  Bassett.  The  consideration  of  $4,500.00  stated  in  the 
first  deed  was  a  mere  nominal  figure,  for  no  cash  was  involved.  It  was  merely  a  safety  measure,  putting 
the  property  into  Margaret’s  name,  while  orange  grove  developments  so  far  away  were  going  on.  These 
were  the  times  of  northern  exploitation  of  orange  groves  in  Florida.  A  party  of  New  Britain  men  had  gone 
down  there  and  established  the  town  of  New  Britain,  on  the  Halifax  river.  Later  the  name  was  changed 
to  Ormond.  Hard  times  were  on  and  it  looked  alluring  to  take  up  a  soldier’s  60-acre  section  of  government 
land  and  produce  oranges  for  the  northern  market.  Frederick  caught  the  orange  fever  and  went  this 
month;  but  plans  were  slow  in  maturing.  The  promoter  did  not  show  up  and  meanwhile  he  went  to  work 
in  Philip  Corbin’s  orange  grove.  This  grove  produced  good  oranges,  but,  in  common  with  others,  it 
shortly  succumbed  to  a  blighting  frost. 

He  was  still  working  in  this  grove,  waiting  for  the  promoter  to  come,  when  he  began  to  get  letters  from 
the  Union  Works  and  from  home  urging  a  return.  These  had  their  effect  and  in  March,  1876  he  was  home¬ 
ward  bound.  Later  in  the  year,  because  of  Grandfather  Ozias’  failing  health,  the  family  moved  across 
the  street  to  the  farm  house  where  they  could  be  of  greater  help  to  the  old  folks.  Grandfather’s  health 
continued  to  fail,  however.  He  had  strained  himself  with  work  too  heavy  for  his  years  and  this  counted 
against  him.  The  writer  remembers  this  playful  remark  on  the  morning  of  Feb’y  7,  1877:  “Now”  said  he 
“you  are  seven  year’s  old  today  and  I  am  seventy;  but  the  o  in  70  is  a  cipher  which  stands  for  nothing, 
therefore  we  are  both  the  same  -  seven  years  old!”  He  died  on  Feb’y  27,  1878;  but  the  son’s  family  had 
returned  to  their  own  home  in  the  preceding  summer. 

1877,  Oct.  26.  Vol.  I,  p  18  L  R,  Cemetery  deeds:  Frederick  H.  Bassette  buys  of  Louisa  Parsons  Lot 
No.  513,  Sec.  13  in  the  New  Britain  City  Cemetery.  Croup  had  taken  little  Harry,  only  five,  only  a  month 
ago,  and  left  the  first  vacant  chair.  It  was  with  such  a  shock  so  early  that  the  little  family  faced  the  lesson: 
“in  the  midst  of  life  we  are  in  death.”  As  we  write  it  remains  the  only  vacant  chair  in  nearly  half  a  cen¬ 
tury,  so  good  is  God  to  us;  yet  death  is  ever  nigh  us  even  as  today  (Aug.  8,  1923)  we  pause  with  1 10,000,000 
people  to  honor  the  memory  of  President  Harding  whose  remains  are  leaving  Washington  for  Marion, 
Ohio,  the  final  resting  place. 

1878,  Apl.  2.  Vol.  6,  pp  362-65  L  R:  Here  is  a  Quit  Claim  on  the  whole  farm  signed  by  F.  H.  Bassette 
and  all  his  brothers  and  sisters  in  favor  of  Amos  R.  Eno.  This  had  been  given  at  the  time  of  Ozias  B. 
Bassette’s  voluntary  bankruptcy  in  connection  with  the  Rubber  Works  fire  and  was  a  precautionary 
measure  to  keep  the  farm  free  from  it.  It  proved  to  be  an  unnecessary  precaution,  however. 

1883,  Aug.  25.  Vol.  21,  p  18  &  p  511  L  R:  This  record  represents  one  of  the  red  letter  days  which 
features  many  a  growing  household.  It  records  a  warrantee  mortgage  of  Fred’k  H.  Bassette  and  Margaret 
A.  Bassette  for  $900.00  to  the  Savings  Bank  of  New  Britain.  It  was  for  the  purpose  of  helping  to  build  an 
extension  to  the  house.  The  great  new  kitchen,  new  plumbing,  new  cellar,  new  rooms  were  occupied  with 
all  the  joy  that  expansion  ever  brought.  During  these  days,  too,  the  big  garden  was  at  the  height  of  its 
glory.  Later  days  increase  its  luster  for  markets  have  always  been  too  far  removed  from  the  morning  dew 
to  equal  such  a  garden.  This  mortgage  ran  for  over  23  years  being  paid  off  on  Jan’y  4,  1907  per  Q.  C. 
release  as  per  Vol.  25,  p  389. 

1902,  March.  Thirty-two  years  of  almost  continuous  labor  at  the  Union  Man’f’g  Co.,  comes  to  a  close 
this  month.  As  one  wise  seer  has  said,  the  greatest  satisfaction  in  life  comes  from  useful  achievements. 
To  be  a  steady  producer  in  one  place  for  such  a  long  period  is  not  achieved  by  the  average  of  men;  and 
much  less  is  it  achieved  with  a  record  of  attendance  and  punctuality  that  was  practically  perfect.  No 
period  of  sickness  intervened  and  it  was  on  such  a  record  that  the  management  tried  hard  to  have  him 
reconsider;  but  without  success. 
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1904,  June  13.  Vol.  I,  p  148  L  R,  Cemetery  Lots:  Warrantee  Deed;  Frederick  H.  Bassette  buys  of 
Albert  D.  Judd  of  Wallingford,  Lot  No.  9  in  Section  No.  7,  Cemetery  of  New  Britain,  transferring  bodies 
of  son  and  granddaughter  from  old  location  to  higher,  better  ground. 

The  removal  from  New  Britain  to  Springfield,  two  years  later,  is  discussed  under  wife  Margaret. 

1911,  Winter.  This  year  begins  the  series  of  winter  trips  to  Florida  which  have  been  continued  every 
winter  since  without  a  break,  the  world  war  notwithstanding.  Thus  the  cold  blasts  of  New  England’s 
rugged  winters  have  been  avoided  while  the  winter  balm  of  the  sunny  south  has  added  comfort  and  life 
to  these  two  pilgrims  now  on  either  side  of  three  score  years  and  ten.  In  191 1  they  were  the  guests  of  their 
children  George  and  Mary  Sage,  then  occupying  the  Vining  Cottage  at  Ormond;  but  the  next  year  George 
and  Mary  had  built  their  own  cottage  “Merrivale”  on  the  Halifax  river  and  here  the  parents  spent  the 
next  four  winters,  or  until  their  own  cottage  on  the  beach  at  Ormond  was  completed. 

1912,  Nov.  11.  It  was  about  one  week  after  the  Wilson-Taft-Roosevelt  campaign,  when  Woodrow 
Wilson  was  first  elected  president,  that  the  family  moved  into  the  delightful  house  and  grounds  at  Enfield, 
which  son  Roy,  the  architect,  had  planned  and  continued  to  embellish  for  the  next  two  years  up  to  the 
time  of  his  own  wedding.  The  family  thanksgiving  which  followed  was  a  gala  occasion  long  to  be  remem' 
bered  as  indeed  are  every  one  of  these  annual  reunions  which  rotate  between  this  and  all  the  homes  of 
the  children.  The  Fourth  of  July  reunion,  however,  does  not  rotate  but  every  year  gathers  at  the  home' 
stead  and  celebrates  not  alone  with  noise  but  with  fervent  thanks  for  God  and  Country  and  Home  with 
father  and  mother.  The  yard  and  garden  were  Father’s  special  care  for  the  next  few  years.  The  garden 
knew  the  master  touch  and  yielded  abundant  increase  while  the  flowers  responded  in  rare  redundant 
bloom  to  the  genius  of  daughter  Elizabeth.  Daughter  Anne  in  these  years  was  contralto  soloist  at  the 
Westfield  and  Enfield  Congregational  churches. 

1916,  Winter.  Son  Roy  had  designed  the  Sage  cottage  “Merrivale”  and  now  had  prepared  a  cottage 
on  the  beach  at  Ormond  all  their  own,  which  the  rest  of  the  family  occupied.  Daughters  Elizabeth  and 
Anne  took  over  the  cares  of  management  which  they  had  ably  shared  for  many  years  at  New  Britain, 
Springfield  and  Enfield.  So  now  parents  could  almost  sing  with  Shakespeare: 

“  ’Tis  our  fast  intent 

To  shake  all  cares  and  business  from  our  age, 

Conferring  them  on  younger  strengths,  while  we 
Unburden’d  face  the  coming  day.” 

1925,  July  13.  This  week  completes  the  removal  from  much  loved  Enfield  to  the  new  house  which 
children  George  and  Mary  had  prepared  for  them  close  by  to  their  own  home  on  Ledyard  Road,  West 
Hartford.  The  removal  was  tempered  with  heavy  sorrow  because  only  two  weeks  before  George  the 
builder  was  called  across  the  bar,  and  could  not  rejoice  with  them  in  the  occupancy  of  the  new  home. 
When  son  Roy’s  new  home  is  completed  near  by,  it  will  make  a  little  Bassette  settlement,  for  four  of  the 
six  children  will  be  at  hand  as  well  as  grandchildren  and  great  grandchildren.  This  is  an  ideal  setting  for 
two  pilgrims  86  and  81  years  young. 

CHILDREN 

(first  2  born  at  farmhouse,  New  Britain;  3d  bom  at  New  Orleans,  La;  last  4  born  at 
No.  12  Kensington  st.,  New  Britain) 

1.  MARY  ENO  b.  Jan’y  2,  1867;  m.  Sept.  5,  1888,  George  Henry  Sage;  she  d.  he  d.  June  30,  1925,  a:  61  3  ch 

She  joined  So  Ch  1881,  later  Berlin  Ch,  and  later  So  Ch,  Hartford;  graduated  N  B  H  S  1885;  taught  school 
at  Warren,  Ct.,  1  yr;  at  Burritt  school,  N  B,  2  yrs;  taught  S.  S.  classes  in  New  Britain  and  Berlin.  He  was 
bom  at  Berlin  July  15,  1864,  son  of  Henry  Sage  and  Laurette  Elizabeth  Kenea;  joined  Berlin  Ch.,  later  So  Ch., 
Hartford;  graduated  NBHS  1883;  went  with  Berlin  Iron  Bridge  Co.,  and  when  U.  S.  Steel  Co.  bought  it 
(1900)  he  organized  the  Berlin  Construction  Co.  and  became  President  and  chief  owner;  was  32d  degree 
mason;  director  /Etna  Ins.  Co.,  Collins  Co.,  Hartford-/Etna  Nat’l  Bank,  Russell  M’f’g  Co.,  &  Childrens  Aid 
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Society.  They  lived  in  Berlin  and  then  (1903)  Hartford  and  built  winter  home  in  Ormond,  Florida.  Always 
generous  providers  at  all  family  gatherings.  Their  children  are  (1)  Margaret  whom.  Edwin  Valentine  Mitchell, 
Boston  Univ.  Law  1911,  and  had  (a)  Polly;  (b)  twins  Eleanor  and  (c)  Elaine.  (2)  Henry,  Princeton  1922. 
(3)  Laura  Lee,  student  at  Lake  Placid. 

2.  FREDERICK  ANDERSON  b.  May  26,  1S68;  m.  Sept.  15,  1897,  Harriet  Hull  Hoyt 

He  joined  So  Ch  May  6,  1883;  fin.  3  yrs  in  N.  B.  H.  S.  and  became  journeyman  mechanic  before  spending  the 
years  1893-4-5  at  Cornell  where  he  was  prest.  of  class.  Organized  with  Wm.  C.  Lawton  the  F.  A.  Bassette  Co., 
of  Springfield,  printers;  do  large  work  such  as  setting  the  type  for  Webster's  Dictionary.  He  was  elected  to  the 
School  Board  by  largest  majority  vote  ever  polled.  She  was  bom  Oct.  29,  1S68  at  Danbury,  dau.  of  Granville 
W.  Hoyt  and  Mary  Hull;  attended  High  school  and  private  school  and  spent  two  years  at  N.  B.  Normal 
School.  Their  children  are  (1)  Margaret  (d.  1902  x  1  day).  (2)  Frederick,  Williams  1926. 

3.  BUELL  BURDETT  b.  Feb'y  7,  1870;  m.  June  21,  1893,  Lena  Candee 

He  joined  So  Ch  May  3,  1885;  graduated  N.  B.  H.  S.  188S;  graduated  U.  S.  M.  A.,  West  Point,  1S93,  with 
commission  as  2d  Lieut  5th  U.  S.  Infantry.  Resigned  same  year  to  enter  cotton  seed  oil  business  at  Velasco, 
Texas,  1893-1894;  fire  ins.  Houston,  Tex.,  1894-1898;  director  Y.  M.  C.  A.  there;  office  mgr  Russell  &  Erwin 
Mfg.  Co.  1898-1902;  Organizing  auditor  of  American  Hdw.  Corp  n  1902-1905;  general  sec’y  International 
Reform  Bureau  1905-1907;  auditor  since;  treasurer  Corbin  Motor  Vehicle  Corp'n  1907-1909;  auditor  Stanley 
Rule  &  Level  Co.  1909-1918;  treasurer  1918-1920  when  consol,  with  Stanley  W'orks;  on  prohibition  ticket, 
for  Gov.  of  Conn.,  1912and  1924;  state  central  com.  1912  and  since.  Sup’t  Senior  Dept.  So  Ch  S.  S.  1907-1918; 
Organizer,  Sec’y  and  director  Commonwealth  Club  1909-1916;  president  since;  chm.  Missionary  Committee 
of  Central  Conference  1917  and  since;  Sec’y  N.  B.  Civic  Safety  League  1922  and  since;  Compiler  of  this 
volume,  1907-1925.  She  was  born  June  18,  1872  at  Oran,  N.  Y.,  dau.  of  Ralph  Candee  and  Anna  Housley; 
joined  Christ  Epis.  Church,  Houston,  Tex.,  18S5;  S.  S.  teacher  there;  graduated  Houston  H.  S.  1892;  Pres. 
Maternal  Assn,  N.  B.,  1903-1905;  Treas.  McCall  Circle  1 90S— 1917;  Pres.  Foreign  Missionary  Society,  So  Ch, 
1911-1921;  Pres.  Woman  Suffrage  League  1917-1921;  Pres.  Womans  Club  1921-25.  In  1915  ran  for  School 
Board  on  prohibition  ticket  -  1st  woman  to  run  for  any  political  office  in  New  Britain.  Their  children  are 
(1)  Elizabeth  Felton,  Neuchatelle  1913,  who  m.  Wilbur  Carroll  Gilbert  of  Beaumont,  Tex.,  and  had  (a)  Eliza¬ 
beth.  (2)  Harold  Burdett,  U  of  Penn  1924.  (3)  Ruth  Candee,  Emerson  1923. 

4.  HARRY  NEWCOMB  b.  Oct.  21,  1871 ;  he  d.  Sept.  25,  1877,  x  5  yrs,  1 1  mos,  4  days 

Little  brother,  only  five,  always  full  of  play, 

Fain  would  I  stop  the  Angel  when  he  came  that  day! 

But  softly  He  whispered  to  brother  only  seven, 

Angels  will  come  for  you  to  play  with  him  in  heaven. 

5.  ELIZABETH  EMELINE  b.  June  18,  1873 

She  joined  So  Ch  May  4,  1888;  graduated  N  B  H  S  1892;  teacher  So  Ch  S  S;  day  teacher  in  Berlin  and  at 
Rockwell  school,  N  B;  by  letter  to  Enfield  Ch  Jan’y  7,  1915;  pictorial  historian  of  family  &  house  manager. 

6.  ANNIE  LOUISE  b.  May  7,  1879 

She  joined  So  Ch  May  6,  1894;  teacher  So  Ch  S  S;  2  yrs  N  B  H  S;  graduated  1898  Normal  School  N  B  in 
newly  organized  Kindergarten  Course;  by  letter  to  Enfield  Church  Jan’y  7,  1915;  contralto  singer  in  Church 
quartette  at  Holyoke,  Springfield,  Westfield  &  Enfield;  conducted  private  school  at  Springfield  &  Enfield; 
S  S  teacher  at  Enfield. 

7.  ROY  DONALD  b.  Jan’y  10,  1883;  m.  Dec.  19,  1914,  Elizabeth  Fidelia  Hubbard 

He  joined  So  Ch  Mch.  4,  1900;  graduated  N  B  H  S  1901;  spent  3  yrs  with  F.  A.  Bassette  Co;  graduated  U  of 
Penn  Architectural  Course  1903;  post  grad  1909;  on  faculty  as  instructor  for  4  years  of  this  time;  his  first  job 
being  remodelled  house  of  his  brother  Buell;  opened  office  in  Springfield;  and  soon  joined  with  H.  Hilliard 
Smith  as  Smith  &l  Bassette,  Hartford.  1916  was  Corpl  of  Troop  B  Conn.  Militia  Cavalry  on  Mexican  border 
re  Pancho  Villa’s  depredations.  Restored  Old  State  House,  Hartford;  for  3  yrs  did  Tuberculosis  Commis¬ 
sion’s  work;  planned  Manchester  Memorial  Hospital  <3cc.  She  was  born  May  24,  1884  at  Hartford,  dau.  of 
George  Hubbard  &  Elizabeth  Sisson;  attended  Dana  Hall  4  years.  Their  children  are  (1)  John.  (2)  George. 
(3)  Roy  Donald. 
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THOMAS  ADAMSON 


b.  a  1756 
d. 


b.  May  1,  1746 
m.  a  1776 
d.  Oct.  3,  1846 
x  100 


1746,  May  1.  B  R:  Pittenweem,  in  Fifeshire, 
Scotland,  is  a  small  town  on  the  coast  near  the 
mouth  of  the  Firth  of  Forth.  Here  Thomas 
Adamson  was  born  and  here  he  lived  for  a  century 
and  died,  never  having  spent  more  than  three 
weeks  out  of  the  town.  As  will  be  seen  he  was  a 
weaver.  He  ran  his  own  shop  which  was  main¬ 
tained  in  one  or  two  rooms  of  his  dwelling-house. 
There  he  operated  for  over  seventy  years,  an 
attainment  rarely  achieved  in  life.  Only  by  ab¬ 
stemious  and  virtuous  habits  was  this  possible. 
The  two  extracts  from  the  “Pittenweem  Regis¬ 
ter”,  printed  below,  were  furnished  by  his  name¬ 
sake  and  great-grandson,  Thomas  Adamson,  who 
is  resident  (1922)  in  South  Loan,  Pittenween. 
The  present  town  clerk,  Mr.  A.  C.  Mackintosh, 
has  aided  in  transcribing  and  forwarding  them. 
Items  not  covered  in  the  clippings  are  that  Thomas 
Adamson’s  eyesight  was  good  all  through  life, 
never  having  had  the  help  of  eye  glasses.  All  teeth 
were  kept  and  remained  sound  throughout  old 
age.  With  his  strong  lungs  went  a  strong  clear 
voice  which,  as  Precentor  of  the  Parish  Presby¬ 
terian  Church,  he  used  to  the  glory  of  God  for 
many  years.  When  he  died  all  the  church  bells 
were  rung  in  his  honor.  He  had  never  been  on  a 
railroad  train,  said  the  grandchildren.  This  fact 
however  is  perhaps  not  so  surprising  when  we 
consider  that  the  first  successful  locomotive  was 
not  produced  by  George  Stevenson  until  1829 
when  Grandfather  Adamson  was  eighty-two  years 
old.  He  thus  represents  practically  the  last  cen¬ 
tury  of  the  horse  age.  When  we  consider  that 
railroads  transport  persons  and  goods  ten  times  as 
fast  as  the  wagon,  and  at  less  than  one-hundredth 
the  cost,  the  phenomenal  difference  in  commerce  in  this  century  and  his  century  is  evident.  Railroads, 
indeed,  in  ways  unknown  to  his  day,  have  changed  industrial,  social  and  economic  conditions  profoundly. 

Thomas  Adamson’s  great  granddaughter,  Margaret  Anderson  Bassette,  who  was  but  two  years  old 
when  he  died,  in  her  seventy-fifth  year  (1919),  writes  these  recollections  which  naturally  came  to  her 
through  her  mother:  “My  great-grandfather  Adamson  served  the  town  in  some  capacity  and  lived  to  be 
100  years,  5  months  old.  On  the  occasion  of  his  100th  birthday,  the  town  officials  celebrated  with  a  public 
dinner  in  his  honor.  They  wanted  him  to  attend  but  the  family  considered  him  too  feeble  for  the  effort 
and,  after  the  dinner,  the  guests  marched  to  his  home  and  paid  their  respects.  His  son,  my  grandfather, 
lived  to  be  98  years  old.” 


1756.  It  is  with  keen  regret  that  we  have  not 
been  successful  in  finding  the  name  of  this  patriar¬ 
chal  mother  of  twelve  children.  All  we  know  is 
that  she  must  have  been  near  to  twenty  years  old 
when  married  for  the  twelve  children  are  spread 
over  twenty-five  years.  Gray  has  spoken  of  un¬ 
named  flowers  this  way: 

“  Full  many  a  gem  of  purest  ray  serene 

The  dark  unfathomed  caves  of  ocean  bear; 

Full  many  a  flower  is  born  to  blush  unseen. 
And  waste  its  sweetness  on  the  desert  air.” 

But  the  Son  of  Man  said,  “  I  say  unto  you,  ex¬ 
cept  a  corn  of  wheat  fall  into  the  ground  and  die, 
it  abideth  alone;  but  if  it  die,  it  bringeth  forth 
much  fruit.”  So  this  mother,  unnamed  though 
she  be,  sheds  her  light  even  to  this  generation. 
The  twelve  children  might  have  said  in  the  words 
of  Eliza  Cook: 

“I  miss  thee,  my  mother,  when  young  health  has 

fled, 

And  I  sink  in  the  languor  of  pain, 

Where,  where  is  the  arm  that  once  pillowed  my 
head, 

And  the  ear  that  once  heard  me  complain? 
Other  hands  may  support  me,  gentle  accents 
may  fall  - 

For  the  fond  and  the  true  are  still  mine: 

I’ve  a  blessing  for  each;  I  am  grateful  to  all,  - 

But  whose  care  can  be  soothing  as  thine?” 
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1776.  We  estimate  that  Thomas  was  married  not  far  from  the  Revolution’s  beginning  in  America,  the 
date  being  taken  in  consideration  of  the  ages  of  the  children.  This  being  correct  he  was  close  to  thirty 
years  of  age  before  he  entered  upon  the  great  adventure,  and  he  chose  a  girl  of  twenty. 

1838,  Dec.  28.  MC:  Elizabeth  Adamson,  granddaughter,  is  married  today  at  Dundee.  In  later  life  she 
rejoiced  to  tell  how  that  her  entire  wedding  outfit,  or  the  greater  part  of  it,  was  made  in  her  grandfather’s 
shop  at  Pittenweem.  “Of  course”,  said  she,  “it  was  all  of  linen  in  that  Country,”  Grandfather  Thomas, 
being  now  92,  doubtless  left  the  greater  part  of  the  work  to  her  father  William,  who  was  now  at  58,  the 
active  man  in  the  establishment. 

1846,  May  2.  From  the  Pittenweem  Register;  “Centenary  Birth  Day  of  Thomas  Adamson:  A  convivial 
meeting  of  the  inhabitants  of  Pittenweem  and  its  vicinity  was  held  in  the  Town  Hall  last  night  to  celebrate 
the  birthday  of  our  townsman,  Thomas  Adamson,  who  had  attained  the  patriarchal  age  of  100  years 
yesterday.  James  Horsburgh,  Esq.  was  elected  Chairman.  There  were  about  120  persons  present  - 
Anstruther,  St  Monance  and  the  surrounding  country  poured  in  their  quota  to  the  meeting.  After  the 
repast,  which  was  got  up  in  a  substantial  and  neat  manner,  the  toasts  and  songs  of  the  evening  com- 
menced,  which  were  loyal  and  patriotic;  and  the  good  humour  and  social  manners  of  the  Chairman,  on 
the  giving  out  of  the  toasts,  put  the  meeting  in  a  merry  mood.  The  first  toast  was  -  ‘The  Queen,  God 
bless  her’  -  ‘The  Queen’s  Coronation  Anthem’,  in  which  the  whole  company  joined.  ‘  Prince  Albert,  and 
the  rest  of  the  Royal  Family’.  Song  -  ‘Hail,  Star  of  Brunswick’.  ‘Sir  Robert  Peel,  and  her  Majesty’s 
Ministers’,  ‘The  Army  and  Navy’.  Song  -  ‘Rule  Brittania’,  in  which  the  whole  company  joined  most 
heartily.  Had  President  Polk  been  listening,  he  would  settle  the  Oregon  question  without  further  delay. 
The  toast  of  the  evening  was  -  ‘Thomas  Adamson’.  Song  -  ‘Auld  Lang  Syne’,  by  Mr.  Morris.  Mr. 
Adamson,  junior,  here  addressed  the  meeting  in  a  neat,  appropriate  speech,  thanking  the  meeting  for  the 
honour  they  had  conferred  on  his  father;  after  which  the  Rev.  Mr.  Thom  spoke  to  the  toast  at  considerable 
length,  and  was  listened  to  with  the  utmost  attention.  Among  other  topics  noticed  in  his  speech  was  one 
which  seemed  to  attract  particular  attention  -  namely,  that  Thomas  Adamson  had  lived  fourteen  years 
of  Sundays.  The  next  toast  was  -  ‘Civil  and  Religious  Liberty  over  all  the  world’.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Kerr 
here  addressed  the  meeting,  and  contrasted  the  state  in  which  civil  and  religious  liberty  existed  in  Scotland 
100  years  ago,  with  how  it  existed  at  the  present  day.  During  his  speech  he  was  greeted  with  several 
rounds  of  applause.  The  next  toast  was  ‘The  British  Fisheries’.  Song  -  ‘The  Boatie  Rows’,  by  Bailie 
Tod.  During  the  evening,  Mr.  Jack  sung  a  song,  composed  by  himself  for  the  occasion;  it  is  very  ably 
written,  and  if  he  will  give  us  the  copy,  it  shall  appear  in  the  next  Register.  The  toast,  song  and  speech 
followed  each  other  until  about  1 1  o’clock,  when  the  company  separated,  highly  pleased  with  the  evening’s 
entertainment. 

“We  may  mention  that  Mr.  Adamson  was  not  present,  as  was  intended;  his  frailties  are  such  that  he 
could  not  undergo  the  fatigue.” 

1846,  Oct.  10.  From  the  Pittenweem  Register;  “Death  of  Thomas  Adamson,  the  Patriarch  of  Pittenweem: 
This  event  took  place  on  Saturday  morning  last,  Oct.  3,  at  10  o’clock.  He  was  born  on  the  1st  of  May, 
1746,  and  on  the  1st  of  May  last  had  completed  the  extraordinary  long  life  of  one  hundred  years.  Mr. 
Adamson  was  a  weaver,  and  continued  to  ply  the  shuttle  until  within  a  very  few  years  back.  He  was, 
what  most  long  livers  are,  an  early  riser;  six  o’clock  scarcely  ever  found  him  in  bed;  he  was  generally  up 
and  at  work  at  five.  He  had  a  strong  clear  voice,  and  was  for  many  years  Precentor  in  the  Parish  Church. 
He  had  a  perfect  recollection  of  seeing  Paul  Jones  sail  past  Pittenweem,  on  his  way  to  Leith,  about  70 
years  ago,  and  of  the  tempest  which  providentially  arose  and  drove  the  pirate  out  of  the  Firth.  He  never 
was  what  may  be  called  really  sick,  and  never  complained  of  a  headache.  For  the  last  six  months  he  was 
confined  to  bed,  but  felt  no  pain  or  sickness.  He  retained  his  senses  to  nearly  the  last  day  of  his  life,  and 
during  harvest  he  was  every  day  inquiring  about  how  the  different  farmers  had  got  in  their  crops.  The 
failure  in  the  potato  crop  gave  him  much  uneasiness.  During  the  whole  of  his  long  life,  he  was  only  three 
weeks  absent  from  Pittenweem.  His  fortune  was  not  chequered  with  up  and  downs;  he  always  continued 
to  plod  away  at  the  work.  Perhaps  the  most  remarkable  event  in  his  whole  life  was  the  meeting  which 
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was  held  in  the  Town  Hall  on  the  1st  of  May  last,  in  commemoration  of  his  having  on  that  day  completed 
his  hundredth  year.  His  body  was  laid  in  Pittenweem  Churchyard  on  Wednesday  last,  and  the  attendance 
at  his  funeral  was  numerous  and  respectable.” 

CHILDREN 

(extract  from  Family  Bible  in  possession  of  Thomas  Adamson  of  Pittenweem,  son  of  James, 

and  grandson  of  William  below) 

1.  JEAN  ADAMSON  was  bom  28th  July,  1778 

2.  WILLIAM  ADAMSON  was  bom  17th  February,  1780;  m.  a  1809  Anne  Scott  (see  below) 

3.  EUPHAN  ADAMSON  was  bom  20th  January,  1782 

4.  JOHN  ADAMSON - 

5.  ANN  ADAMSON  was  bom  24th  October,  1784 

6.  THOMAS  ADAMSON  was  bom  18th  November,  1786 

7.  LINDSAY  ADAMSON  was  bom  26th  August,  1789 

8.  CHRISTIAN  ADAMSON  was  born  26th  January,  1791 

9.  GEORGE  ADAMSON  was  born  15th  November,  1793 

10.  HYSLOP  ADAMSON  was  bom  18th  August,  1795 

11.  MARGARET  ADAMSON  was  bom  22nd  March,  1798 

12.  JAMES  EDIE  was  born  17th  December,  1803 


WILLIAM  ADAMSON  b.  Feb’y  17,  1780 
ANNE  SCOTT  m.  a  1809 

b.  a  1785  d.  1878 

d.  bet.  1852-56,  x  a  69  x  98 

1785.  We  have  assumed  that  Anne  Scott’s 
husband  was  twenty-nine  years  old  when  they 
married,  for  which  there  is  a  basis,  and  we  have 
no  reason  for  assuming  that  she  was  any  younger, 
other  than  the  fact  that  the  great  majority  of 
humankind  runs  that  way.  Arbitrarily,  therefore, 
we  have  guessed  that  she  may  have  been  twenty- 
four  on  their  wedding  day  or  five  years  younger 
than  the  bridegroom. 

1856,  Oct.  17.  When  Anne  Anderson  at  seven¬ 
teen,  wrote  the  letter  to  her  Aunt  in  Pittenweem 
she  sends  love  to  grandfather  but  does  not  men¬ 
tion  grandmother.  The  inference  is  that  she  was 
now  dead  and  that  she  had  died  since  the  arrival 
in  America  of  her  daughter  Elizabeth  and  family 
in  1851.  Anne  says  in  a  letter  dated  Mch.  26, 
1922,  that  her  “grandmother  Anne  Scott  died 
since  we  came  to  America”.  She  says  further  that 
there  were  cousins  in  the  Scott  family  by  the 
names  of  Duer  and  Innis. 


1780,  Feb’y  17.  B  R:  William  Adamson  was 
born  at  Pittenweem  at  the  family  homestead  in 
the  period  of  the  war  with  America  which  Great 
Britain  was  waging;  but  he  could  not  recall  the 
disturbance  as  his  father  did.  Later  in  life  no  doubt 
he  came  to  see,  as  Britishers  generally,  that  the 
“Shot  for  Liberty  heard  round  the  World”  was  to 
turn  Britain  as  well  as  America  into  the  world’s 
chief  exponents  of  democracy,  based  on  law  that 
is  not  a  "scrap  of  paper”.  He  remained,  like  his 
father,  a  lifelong  resident  of  Pittenweem  and  suc¬ 
ceeded  to  the  weaving  business  which  his  father 
had  established.  The  location  was  near  to  the 
Church.  At  his  father’s  death  in  1846,  however, 
William  was  sixty-six  years  old  hence  they  must 
have  been  partners  together  for  many  years.  It 
was  known  as  a  prosperous  business  under  William 
Adamson’s  management  and  their  granddaughters 
remember  them  as  a  “well  to  do”  family. 

1821,  Sept.  16.  B  C:  This  is  the  date  of  birth 
of  the  youngest  child  of  William  Adamson  and 
Ann  Scott.  The  official  entry  of  this  event  is  here¬ 
with  and  is  interesting  and  important  because  it  is 
the  only  place  where  we  have  the  parents  “offi¬ 
cially”  linked  together.  Thomas  Adamson  of 
Pittenweem  with  whom  we  have  corresponded  is  a 
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son  of  this  James:  “Extract  from  the  Register  of  Births  and  Baptisms  in  the  Parish  of  Pittenweem, 
Fifeshire:  ‘William  Adamson  and  Ann  Scott  had  a  son  born  on  the  2nd  and  baptized  on  the  16th  of  Sep¬ 
tember,  1821.  Child’s  Name  -  James.  Witnesses,  Thomas  Adamson  and  David  Nicolson.’  Extracted  at 
Pittenweem  this  19th  day  of  February,  1855,  by  Alexr.  Murray,  Sess.  Clerk.” 

The  following  interesting  letter  written  by  William  Adamson’s  seventeen  year  old  grandchild  in  America, 
to  his  daughter  Margaret,  when  he  was  seventy-six  years  old,  throws  so  many  side  lights  on  the  family 
life  of  the  time  that  it  is  printed  in  full. 

1856,  Oct.  17.  Letter:  “New  Orleans.  My  Dear  Aunt:  I  expect  you  think  we  have  forgotten  you  alto¬ 
gether,  but  we  have  not,  for  we  are  thinking  about  you  all  every  day.  I  expect  you  will  wonder  when  1 
tell  you  that  Mother  is  married  again.  I  know  nothing  about  the  man  that  she  married,  for  1  have  only 
seen  him  two  or  three  times.  She  was  married  last  December.  He  is  a  widower,  and  has  got  one  child,  a 
girl  about  8  years  old.  I  am  still  living  in  the  same  place,  and  that  Lady  has  took  Lizzie  now,  and  that 
makes  it  very  pleasant  for  me,  and  she  is  so  good  to  us.  Margaret  and  Agnes  are  still  living  with  Mother, 
and  they  are  going  to  school.  Margaret  is  a  good  scholar  now.  She  is  in  the  highest  class  in  School,  and 
Agnes  is  a  good  reader  too.  You  would  not  know  us  now,  dear  Aunt,  if  you  were  to  see  us.  I  would  like 
to  see  you  all  once  more  again,  the  time  seems  so  long  since  1  have  seen  you.  1  am  living  on  the  opposite 
side  of  the  river  from  Mother  now.  Margaret  and  Agnes  come  over  to  see  us  every  week  when  we  don’t 
go  over  there.  This  summer  has  been  very  healthy  here.  There  has  been  no  sickness  in  New  Orleans.  We 
are  all  enjoying  excellent  health,  and  I  hope  you  are  all  enjoying  the  same  blessing.  Mother  received  a 
letter  from  Aunt  Isabella  about  a  month  ago,  and  they  were  well,  and  she  said  that  if  Mother  gave  them 
any  encouragement  at  all  they  would  come  out  here,  for  there  was  nothing  much  doing  in  Dublin  now, 
but  Mother  has  not  answered  her  letter  yet.  They  don’t  know  that  she  is  married,  but  she  is  talking  about 
writing  every  day.  Mother  don’t  know  that  I  am  writing  to  you  now,  but  she  has  been  asking  me  to  write 
ever  since  we  have  been  here  but  I  always  put  it  off,  until  I  am  almost  ashamed  of  myself,  but  you  must 
excuse  me  this  time  and  I  will  try  to  be  better  for  the  future,  and  write  oftener  to  you,  and  I  hope,  my 
dear  Aunt,  you  will  write  to  me  too,  and  please  answer  this  letter  as  soon  as  you  can,  for  we  are  anxious 
to  know  how  you  all  are,  for  it  has  been  a  long  time  since  we  have  had  a  letter  from  you  now.  Tell  Grand¬ 
father  we  have  not  forgotten  him,  for  we  all  send  him  our  kindest  love,  and  Uncle  Jimmy,  1  guess  he  is 
married  by  this  time  to  his  cousin  Margaret  Anderson.  Give  them  all  my  kindest  love,  and  when  you 
answer  this  letter  please  send  me  word  if  Uncle  Thomas  still  lives  in  the  same  place,  and  send  his  direc¬ 
tions,  for  1  have  forgot  them,  and  I  want  to  write  to  them.  Tell  Uncle  James  that  I  say  he  might  write 
to  us,  for  he  has  never  wrote  since  we  have  been  here.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gordon  have  come  down  the  Country, 
and  they  have  gone  back  to  Liverpool  again.  She  don’t  like  this  Country.  It  don’t  agree  with  her.  I  don’t 
believe  I  have  got  any  more  to  say  now,  for  1  have  told  you  all  I  know,  but  I  remain  your  loving  niece, 

(Sgd.)  Ann  Anderson 

“Dear  Aunt,  please  direct  your  letter  in  my  name  to  the  New  Orleans  Post  Office.” 

Ann’s  sister  Margaret  has  written  (1922)  this  additional  information  concerning  Ann’s  and  her  sister’s 
stay  on  the  other  side  of  the  river:  “At  this  time  Anne  and  Lizzie  were  living  with  a  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Scott 
who  were  good  friends  of  Mother’s.  Mr.  Scott  was  a  mechanical  Engineer  and  was  Superintendent  of 
the  City  water  works.  They  lived  near  us  on  our  Algiers  side  of  the  river  when  this  city  position  was 
offered  him  and  Ann  was  often  at  their  home.  They  liked  to  hear  her  sing  for  she  too  had  musical  talent 
like  her  old  great  grandfather;  and  when  they  moved  to  the  city  they  wanted  her  to  go  with  them  and 
then  wanted  Lizzie  too  so  that  together  they  would  not  be  lonesome.  They  had  a  fine  residence  on  this 
reservation  which  occupied  a  whole  square,  with  servant’s  quarters  detached,  gardens,  etc.,  and  it  is  here 
that  I  remember  very  many  delightful  visits  too.  Mr.  Scott  had  an  interesting  career  during  the  Civil 
War  but  that  is  another  story.” 

1878.  William  Adamson’s  granddaughter  Margaret,  writing  from  Ormond,  Florida,  on  March  19,  1919, 
says,  “My  grandfather  Adamson  lived  to  be  98  years  old.”  This  being  so  he  died  in  this  year  of  grace  at 
Pittenweem,  Scotland,  full  of  years. 
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CHILDREN 

(all  bom  in  Pittenweem,  Scotland) 

1.  ELIZABETH  b.  Mch.  29,  1811;  m.  (1)  Dec.  28,  1838,  John  Anderson  (see  below) 

2.  THOMAS  b.  1813;  m. - 

"Thomas,  the  oldest  son  of  the  family,  lived  in  Liverpool  when  we  (No.  1  above)  were  there.  He  was  a  ma¬ 
chinist.  He  had  3  children,  viz:  William  was  a  Seaman  of  San  Francisco  and  died  there.  He  corresponded  with 
Anne  Anderson  Conway  of  New  Orleans  his  first  cousin.  His  sister  Anne  was  living  in  Paisley,  Scotland,  at 
the  beginning  of  the  war  (1914)  and  also  corresponded  with  Aunt  Anne  Anderson  Conway.”  Letters  since 
1914  were  not  answered.  She  did  not  seem  to  know  anything  of  relatives  living  either  in  Crail  or  Pittenweem. 
The  third  child  was  Helen,  oldest  child.  These  two  girls  were  fashionable  dressmakers;  neither  one  married. 

3.  DAVID  b.  1815;  m. - 

He  was  a  ship  carpenter  who  learned  his  trade  at  Anstruther  and  went  to  Dundee  where  he  made  acquaintance 
with  our  John  Anderson  above.  It  was  through  this  friendship  that  the  families  became  acquainted.  David's 
sister  Elizabeth  was  visiting  him  in  Dundee  when  she  was  married  there. 

4.  MARGARET  b.  1817 

She  did  not  marry.  She  is  the  aunt  to  whom  Anne  Anderson  wrote  the  letter  above,  dated  Oct.  17,  1856,  from 
New  Orleans,  U.  S.  A. 

5.  WILLIAM  b.  1819;  m. - .  Was  a  blacksmith  in  Pittenweem. 

6.  JAMES  b.  Sep.  2,  1821;  m.  Jan’y  8,  1855,  Margaret  Anderson 

He,  too,  was  a  blacksmith  in  Pittenweem.  She  was  his  first  cousin  of  Pittenweem.  The  families  did  not  favor 
the  match;  indeed  were  opposed  to  it  on  the  ground  of  their  being  first  cousins,  but  time  healed  all  differences. 
This  Anderson  family  was  not  related  to  the  John  Anderson  family  above  thinks  Anne  Anderson  Conway. 
Thomas  Adamson,  from  whom  we  have  had  help  in  this  work  in  1922,  through  the  town  clerk  of  Pittenweem, 
is  one  of  the  six  children. 


LINE  OF  DESCENT 

John  Anderson  b.  1810  m.  Elizabeth  Adamson  b.  1811 
Frederick  Henry  Bassette  b.  1839  m.  Margaret  Anderson  b.  1844 
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CAPT.  JOHN  ALLEN  b.  1615 

SARAH -  m.  a  1639 

b.  -  d.  Mch.  27,  1675 

d.  a  1683  ae  60 

1643,  Nov.  4.  Vol.  I,  p  8  C  R:  Sarah  Allen  was 
one  of  eight  admitted  to  Church  in  Charlestown 
“9  :  mo  :  day  4,  1643”. 

1672/3,  Feb’y  1.  In  his  will  her  husband  said: 
“  I  doe  Apoint  my  dearly  beloved  wife  Sarah  Allen 
my  only  &  sole  executrix  And  Doe  give  her  All 
my  whole  estate  as  her  part  of  the  Mills  of  Charles- 
towne  ....  and  any  other  estate”,  all  to  be 
used  “for  the  good  of  our  children”  ....  but 
“if  my  wife  shall  Match  her  selfe  to  Another” 
then  “she  shall  have  only  her  third  part  dureing 
her  life”  .... 

1681/2,  Jan’y  2.  Vol.  I,  p  235  L  R:  Mrs.  Sarah 
Allen  was  granted  one  common  right  and  drew 
lot  No.  28  of  one  and  one  half  acres.  Probably 
within  a  year  from  now  she  passed  to  her  reward 
for  her  estate  begins  to  be  sold  off  as  per  next  item. 

1683/4.  P  18  G  &  E  of  C:  Heirs  Capt.  N.  Hay- 
man  and  son  Thomas  Allen  consent  to  sale  of  1 L2 
acres  to  S.  Dowse.  They  sell  to  S.  Holding  45A, 
2nd  div’n  on  Rocks,  near  Woburn;  to  Peter  Tufts 
45  A  further  side  Mystic  bridge;  to  John  Phillips, 
1692/3,  land  near  ferry,  which  Thomas  Allen  only 
son  and  Eliz.  Blagrove  sign;  to  Sam’l  Phipps,  1697, 
which  Eliz.  Blagrove  signs;  to  N.  Blagrove  of 
.Bristol,  in  1707,  house,  &c.,  near  ferry  signed  by 
heirs  John  Goodrich  &  wife. 


1615.  This  is  the  year  of  birth  of  John  Allen  of 
Charlestown,  Mass.,  as  shown  by  depositions  of 
1663  and  1667.  Savage  says  he  came  from  some 
part  of  Kent  County  in  England  which  he  based 
presumably  on  the  showing  in  the  1635  item  be¬ 
low.  The  Charlestown  History,  on  the  other  hand, 
gives  Norwich  of  Norfolk  County  as  the  birth¬ 
place  of  John’s  brother  Rev.  Thomas  Allen;  it 
gives  1608  as  the  date  of  Thomas’  birth;  and  states’ 
further  that  he  was  the  son  of  John.  Our  John 
was  a  sea  captain  and  a  merchant  who,  with  his 
ships,  managed  heavy  merchandise  contracts.  He 
was  successful,  too,  to  the  extent  of  becoming  the 
richest  man  in  Charlestown,  for  a  time  at  least. 
As  representative  of  his  town  in  the  Massachusetts 
Bay  Court,  and  as  a  Commissioner  of  the  Court, 
he  did  yeoman  service  for  the  Country  as  v/ill 
appear. 

1631,  June  13.  P  17  G  &  E  of  C:  John  Allen 
accepts  a  mercantile  trust,  dated  at  Barbados, 
confided  at  London  by  William  Allen  of  London 
whose  attorneys  were  George  Demeris  (alias 
Delamere)  of  Newport,  Isle  of  Wight,  and  Abra¬ 
ham  Palmer  of  Charlestown  (lately  dec’d  at  the 
Island).  This  was  recorded  at  Barbados  22  yrs. 
later  (Aug.  15,  1653),  and  at  Cambridge  1653/4. 
This  item  would  seem  to  make  John  only  about 
16  years  old  at  the  time  and  in  any  event  it  indi¬ 
cates  a  pretty  early  start  as  a  sailor  and  a  mer¬ 
chant. 


1635,  June  22.  P  90  Hotten:  “  In  the  Abbigall 
de  Lond.  Mr.  Hackwell  its  New  Engld  p  Cert, 
fro  Minster  of  Cranebroke  in  Kent.”  Among  the 
passengers  are  “Jon  Allen,  husbandman,  and  his  wife  Anne  30  yers”  old  each,  “p  cert  hernehil  in  Kent.” 
(Both  Herne-Hill  and  Cranbroke  are  in  the  Lathe  of  Scray).  Some  think  this  was  our  John  Allen,  but 
there  are  too  many  difficulties  about  it  for  us  to  accept  it.  In  1663,  for  instance,  he  gives  his  age  as  48 
and  in  1667  as  52.  Both  of  these  place  his  birth  year  as  1615  which  would  make  the  Capt.  20  years  old 
in  1635,  not  30.  Then  the  "Abigail”  record  makes  him  a  “husbandman”,  whereas  our  John  was  a  mariner 
and  a  merchant.  We  give  him,  therefore,  but  one  wife,  Sarah. 

1638.  Vol.  I,  p  28  L  R,  Charlestown:  Under  “The  possession  of  Thomas  Coytemore,”  there  is  listed 
"one  pcell  of  grounde  scituate  at  sconce  Point  butting  S  E  upon  the  harbour,  S  W  upon  Wapping  Dock, 
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bounded  N  E  by  Mr.  John  Allen”.  The  first  records  of  Charlestown  were  started  in  this  year  1638.  This 
entry  therefore  is  proof  that  John  Allen  was  there  before  the  records  were  started. 

1638/9,  Jan’y  27.  Vol.  I,  p  572  M  H  B:  Rev.  Thomas  Allen,  brother  of  John,  was  admitted  to  Church 
in  Boston  -  “a  studyent,  27  (11)  1638.”  He  was  ordained  pastor  of  Charlestown  Church  9  (4)  1639.  He 
m.  Anna  widow  of  Rev.  John  Harvard,  founder  of  Harvard  College.  Thomas  accomplished  a  good  work 
in  his  pastorate,  showing  a  commendable  spirit  and  excellent  abilities.  In  1651  he  returned  to  England, 
where  he  became  pastor  of  the  Congregational  Church  in  Norwich,  continuing  there  until  he  died,  Sept.  21, 
1673  -  “an  able,  practical  preacher.”  The  tenseness  of  the  times  in  which  he  had  to  preach  is  shown  by 
the  banishment  from  the  Colony,  less  than  two  years  before  he  began  his  pastorate,  of  Rev.  John  Wheel¬ 
wright,  Cambridge  University  graduate,  because  he  had  delivered  a  sermon  defending  the  Antonomian 
views  of  his  sister-in-law  Anne  Hutchinson,  and  therefore  adjudged  seditious.  Anne  was  a  noted  religious 
enthusiast  who  denounced  the  Massachusetts  clergy  as  being  with  few  exceptions  ‘‘under  the  covenant 
of  works,  not  of  grace.” 

1639.  P  17  G  &  E  of  C:  The  town  granted  to  John  Allen  a  house  lot  on  the  beach  “betwixt  Mr. 
Coitmore  and  the  fort.” 

1639.  Vol.  I,  p  85  H  A  A  Co  of  B:  John  Allen  of  Charlestown  joins  the  Ancient  Artillery  Co.  of  Boston 
this  year.  It  was  hardly  one  year  old  at  this  time.  This  record  says  also  that  he  was  Captain  of  the 
Charlestown  Company  in  1668. 

1641,  May  22.  Vol.  I,  p  107  C  R:  John  Allen,  and  two  others,  were  admitted  to  Church  in  Charlestown. 
This  would  make  his  age  26,  per  deposition  of  1663. 

1641,  June  2.  Vol.  I,  p  312  M  B  C,  Ptd:  “Mr.  John  Allen”  is  recorded  among  the  freemen  of  Massa¬ 
chusetts  Bay  Colony  made  today. 

1643.  P  112  Charlestown  Hist  (1845):  John  Allen  is  one  of  12  citizens  of  Charlestown  to  whom  the 
Land  of  Nod  (3,000  odd  acres  in  Woburn)  was  granted.  John  Allen  is  allotted  300  acres  and  his  brother 
Thomas  receives  like  grant. 

1645.  P  115  Do:  About  this  time  “ye  new  mill”  was  built  at  the  S  E  end  of  the  Charlestown  Mill 
Pond.  Capt.  John  Allen  owned  per  his  will  interest  in  this  mill. 

1648,  July  22.  Vol.  I,  p  93  S  C  D:  John  Allen  of  Charlestowne  granted  unto  John  Cutting  of  the  same 
his  dwelling  house  in  Charlestown,  “bought  of  Tho:  Coitmore  with  one  acre  of  land”,  bounded  “S  on  the 
Comon  Spring” . 

1648,  Sept.  12.  Vol.  32,  p  197  Boston  Ser:  John  Allen  of  Charlestown,  merchant,  agrees  to  pay  £l6-5s, 
which  he  owes  to  Mr.  Daniel  King  of  Linn,  to  King's  brother  of  Cheapside  in  London  "fourteene  dayes 
next  after  my  arrivall  next  in  England  or  by  the  1st  day  of  December  next”.  This  Aspinwall  notarial 
record  runs  from  Dec.  20,  1644  to  May  24,  1651.  Capt.  John  Allen  appears  in  it  26  times  as  giving  and 
being  made  attorney,  as  Capt.  of  the  ship  Welcome,  the  ship  Wm  &  George,  or  as  contracting  for  heavy 
merchandise  shipments  between  London,  the  Barbadoes  and  Boston. 

1650,  June  4.  Vol.  I,  p  1 19  S  C  D:  John  Parris  gives  mortgage  to  John  Allen  on  his  house  at  Barbadoes, 
half  another  house  &  all  said  Parris’  estate  in  said  island,  with  his  interest  in  the  cargo  of  ship  Fortune,  the 
Galliot  and  cargo,  and  the  Golden  Dolphin  and  cargo. 

1650,  June  14.  Vol.  II,  p  124  S  C  D:  Capt.  John  Allen,  and  two  others,  give  bond  of  £1,000  to  Mr. 
John  Hart,  et  al,  of  Bilboe,  for  payments  of  debts  of  £547-10s,  “in  good  merchantable  drye  Codd  fish  at 
ye  price  current  of  ye  Countrey,  And  to  be  delivered  Upon  ye  Rock.” 

1651,  Mch.  26.  Vol.  32,  p  381  Boston  Ser,  Aspinwall:  “Be  it  known  unto  all  men  that  I  John  Allin  of 
Charlestowne  in  N.  England  &  now  Comander  of  the  good  shipp  called  the  Wm  &  George,"  hereby  agrees 
to  pay  to  John  Hull  goaldsmith  of  Boston  £30  .  .  .  .  “  with  in  10  dayes  after  the  arrivall  of  the  aforesd 
shipp  at  Boston  or  at  London”,  whichever  Hull  chooses. 
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1652,  Aug.  14.  Vol.  I,  p  253  S  C  D:  John  Allen  makes  declaration  that  Hezekiah  Usher  has  an  interest 
in  the  “Cargoe  of  the  Shipp  fortune  bound  from  New  England  in  December  last  towards  Guinney”, 
which  “John  Paris  of  Charlestowne  Marchant  did  aliene  sell  &  assigne  unto  John  Allen  of  Charlestowne 
aforesaid  Mrchant,  together  with  his  house  in  Barbadoes  and  half  another  house  with  all  his  whole  estate 
and  interest  in  the  said  Hand  of  Barbadoes.” 

1654/5,  Mch.  5.  Vol.  II,  p  127  S  C  D:  Nathaniel  Newgate  appears  to  say  that  when  in  London  in 
June  last  John  Hart  of  London  asked  him  to  be  his  attorney  to  collect  balance  of  above  debt  of  June  14 
1650. 

1657,  Apl.  6.  Vol.  Ill,  p  46  S  C  D:  John  Allen  is  witness  to  a  statement  of  Thomas  Elbridge  re  the 
sale  by  the  latter  of  y2  of  the  patent  of  Pemaquid  to  Capt.  Paul  White  on  Feb’y  1,  1651. 

1657,  Apl.  28.  P  26  Do:  Tho:  Temple  appoints  Capt.  Thomas  Breedon  his  “deputy  Lieut  of  the  forts 
and  Territoryes  of  Lacady  or  Nova  Scotia  to  Joyne  with  Capt  John  Allin  in  mannaging  of  the  trade  at  the 
forts  or  elsewhere  upon  my  Account.” 

1657/8,  Mch.  1.  Vol.  I,  p  87  L  R,  Charlestown:  In  the  division  of  the  wood  and  Commons  on  the 
Mystic  side,  202  families  participated  in  4,582  acres  of  wood  and  744  of  Commons.  “Capt.  John  Allen” 
received  the  largest  allotment  in  both,  viz.,  95  acres  of  wood  and  17  of  Commons.  His  brother  Mr.  Thomas 
Allen’s  share,  though  he  was  now  in  England,  was  14  acres  wood  and  iy2  of  Commons.  These  holdings 
rated  Capt.  John  as  the  wealthiest  man  in  Charlestown. 

1659.  P  17  G  &  E  of  C:  Capt.  John  Allen  gives  to  Thomas  Bell  of  London  a  mortgage  on  the  house 
where  Allen  lives  (not  described),  the  condition  being  to  pay  Richard  Woolaston  of  London  £100. 

1660/1,  Jan  y  13.  P  17  Do:  Dated  at  London:  Thomas  Cox  of  Waltham  Magna,  County  Essex,  clerk; 
William  Cox,  clothier  of  Coggeshall  magna;  Jeremiah  Garrard,  clothier  of  Witham;  the  Executors  of 
Sarah  Tanner  and  the  Executors  of  William  Tanner  of  Coggeshall,  all  give  Power  of  Attorney  to  collect 
of  John  Allen  and  others,  to  John  Plumbe  of  Hartford,  son  of  George  Plumbe  of  Imworth,  Co.  Essex. 

1662/3,  Mch.  9.  Vol.  IV,  p  91  S  C  D:  Here  is  a  mortgage  deed  of  John  Richbell  of  Oyster  Bay  in  Long 
Island,  to  John  Joyliffe,  to  secure  loan  of  £93  on  Plantation  on  the  island  of  St.  Christophers  in  the  division 
of  Kjon.  This  land  is  “east  of  the  land  that  is  or  late  was  Captn  John  Allens”. 

1663.  P  17  G  &  E  of  C:  Capt.  Allen’s  age  is  given  in  deposition  as  48.  This  history  reports  him  also 
to  have  been  captain  of  the  ship  Speedwell  in  the  year  1666.  See  reference  to  this  ship  in  1669  following. 

1667,  Dec.  P  17  Do:  Capt.  John  Allen  deposed,  at  age  about  52,  as  part  owner  of  mills  at  Charlestown, 
at  Kennebeck,  and  at  Pascataquack. 

1668,  Apl.  29.  Vol.  IV,  part  2,  p  599  M  B  C:  “Mr.  William  Stilson  and  Capt.  John  Allen”  represent 
Charls  Toune  at  the  General  Court,  twenty  nine  towns  being  represented.  For  the  six  successive  years 
Capt.  John  Allen  represented  his  town  as  deputy.  Among  other  things,  in  this  year  1668,  the  Freemen  of 
Charlestown  petitioned  the  General  Court  through  their  representatives,  for  freedom  to  appoint  their 
own  military  officers.  This  petition,  however,  was  declined. 

1668,  Apl.  29.  Vol.  IV,  part  2,  p  601  M  B  C:  “And  for  County  Commissioners,  this  Court  doe  nominate 
&  appoint  Capt  Jno  Allen  &  Mr.  Jacob  Green  for  Charls  Toune.” 

1668,  Nov.  7.  Vol.  IV,  part  2,  p  623  M  B  C:  "The  Court,  understanding  that  Capt  John  Allin  hath 
severall  times  been  employed  by  order  ffrom  this  Court,  vizt,  tenn  dayes  to  evoke  after  a  French  ship 
upon  the  coast,  as  also  a  voyage  to  Mounsieur  De  Aulnay,  both  himself  &  ship,  for  the  space  of  neere 
twenty  dayes,  besides  a  second  voyage  to  the  aforesaid  D  Aulnay,  wherein  he  was  absent  sixe  weekes,  to 

may  be  added,  his  lending  Mr  Winslow,  for  the  countrys  use,  one  hundred  pounds  in  England,  w^ 
was  not  paid  in  seven  years  after,  &  then  but  in  country  pay;  all  wch  considered,  the  Court  judgeth  it 
meete,  as  a  manifestation  of  their  acceptance  of  such  his  good  services,  which  hitherto  hath  not  been 
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tooke  notice  of,  so  as  to  render  him  any  answerable  recompence,  to  grant  him  a  thousand  acres  of  land 
where  he  cann  finde  it,  according  to  law,  so  as  he  take  it  not  up  in  above  two  places.” 

1668,  Nov.  7.  P  625  Do:  Capt  Jno  Allen  is  one  of  a  Committee  of  six  commissioners  ‘‘to  bring  to 
effect”  certain  impost  duties  imposed  by  the  Court. 

1669,  May  19.  P  632  Do:  Captaine  John  Allen  is  named  for  Charles  Towne  as  one  of  a  committee 
“to  search  for  &  seize  all  moneyes  of  the  coyne  of  this  jurisdiction  that  shall  be  found  or  discovered  in 
any  ship,  or  any  other  vessell,  that  hath  weighed  anchor  to  depart  from  that  part  where  shee  ladeth”. 

1669,  May  19.  P  635  Do:  The  Court  appoints  Capt.  Jno  Allen  chairman  of  a  committee  “to  gather 
ye  contribution  for  ye  majty  fleet  at  Berbadoes”  and  to  collect  the  unpaid  subscriptions  on  the  ship 
Speedwell,  most  of  which  is  owned  in  Charlestown. 

1670,  May  27.  P  653  Do:  “Capt  Thomas  Clarke,  Capt  John  Allen,  &  Capt  Hopestill  Foster  are  hereby 
appointed  &  intreated  to  take  the  Tresurers  accounts  some  time  this  summer,  6t  to  make  returne  thereof 
to  the  next  sitting  of  this  Court.” 

1671,  May  31.  P  677  Do:  “  It  is  ordered  that  Capt.  John  Allen,  Mr.  Wm.  Stiltson,  in  behalfe  of  the 
country,”  with  committees  for  the  County  of  Suffolk  and  town  of  Boston,  “shall  <&  hereby  are  appointed 
&  impowred  a  committee  effectually  &  speedily,  by  a  firme  whole  wall  to  the  bottom  of  the  braces,  with 
bricke  or  stone  to  repaer  the  court  or  tounehouse,  that  so  all  inconveniencies  by  rotting  the  timber,  &c, 
be  prevented.” 

1671,  June  8.  P  687  Do:  John  Allen,  chairman  of  a  committee  of  seven,  reports  to  the  Court  favorably 
on  the  petition  of  Mr.  Richard  Wharton  ‘‘for  the  making  of  salt  by  improoveing  the  advantage  of  the 
sea  water  by  the  sun”. 

1672,  Aug.  31.  Vol.  VII,  p  338  S  C  D:  John  Allen  buys  with  Joseph  Wild  and  John  Dudly,  for  £105, 
the  “good  Sloope  called  the  Gift  oj  Salem  of  the  burthen  of  33  Tuns  now  Riding  at  anchor  in  the  harbor 
of  Boston”. 

1672/3,  Feb’y  1.  Vol.  IV,  p  218  P  Ct,  Middlesex  (Cambridge):  “  I  John  Allen  Aged  Fifty  seaven  years 
or  ther  About  beinge  In  health  And  p’fect  understandinge  yet  Consideringe  That  All  men  are  Mortall, 
Also  yt  manye  of  Late  have  been  suddenlye  taken  Away  Doe  make  this  my  Last  will  And  testament  as 
Followeth  this  first  Daye  of  the  twelfe  Month  called  February  one  thousand  six  hundred  seaventy  two 
seaventy  three. 

“First  I  beseech  the  Lord  out  of  his  Infinit  Rich  Grace  And  Mercy  to  pardon  All  my  great  And  Mani¬ 
fold  Iniquityes  And  For  his  son  Jesus  Christ  his  sake,  In  whom:  I  only  &  Alone  Look:  For  salvation 
through  the  Merritts  of  his  Blood  &  Death  yt  he  would  be  pleased  to  fitt  And  p'pare  My  soule  For  him- 
selfe  And  Receve  Into  his  glorye. 

“Secondly  I  desire  my  Bodye  may  be  Decently  Interred. 

“For  My  outward  estate  as  Followeth: 

“  First  I  doe  Apoint  my  dearly  beloved  wife  Sarah  Allen  my  only  &  sole  executrix  And  Doe  give  her 
All  my  whole  estate  as  her  part  of  the  Mills  of  Charlestowne  with  the  Apurtenances  belonging  to  them 
as  wood  lots  &  cetera,  my  Dwelling  house  & i  garden  my  househould  stuff  And  Books,  on  Cow  Common 
in  Charlestowne  Common,  my  wood  lotts  in  Mistick  side  my  land  at  Piscataquak,  &  my  land  at  Kenebeck 
of  wch  Captain  Thomas  Lake  will  Informe,  also  one  thousand  Acres  of  Land  given  by  the  Contrye  with 
all  debts  due  to  me  or  yt  may  be  Due,  or  any  other  estate  wt  soever  yt  may  be  myne  hereafter  all  wch 
I  desire  she  may  take  into  her  hands  And  Manage  It  For  the  good  of  our  children  with  the  Advice  of 
Capt:  Thomas  Lake,  And  Capt.  Lawrance  Hammond  who  I  desire  to  bee  overseers  of  this  my  will.  And 
I  doe  order  my  wife  to  give  them  each  twenty  shillings  to  buy  them  a  Ringe. 

“Secondly  If  my  wife  shall  Match  her  selfe  to  Another  I  doe  then  will  she  shall  then  only  have  her 
third  part  of  wt  I  Leave  And  yt  dureinge  her  life  &  then  to  be  divided  amongst  our  Remayninge  children, 
who  shall  survive: 
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“3  For  my  four  children  (viz)  Samuell,  And  Thomas,  Elizabeth,  And  Rebecka  I  desire  (yt  when  any 
comes  to  Alter  ther  condition  by  mariage,  or  when  they  be  come  to  age  &  capable  of  Imploymt)  That 
then  my  wife  will  spare  them  such  Aportion  as  she  conceives  necessary  &  convenient  For  the  present  & 
when  she  dyes  I  bequeath  my  children  each  of  them  to  have  an  equall  portion  of  my  estate  or  if  my  wife 
Marryes,  then  the  estate  excepting  her  third  part  to  be  Divided  equally  And  yt  care  be  taken  to  secure 
it  For  them  under  Age  And  at  my  wives  Decease  her  third  also  to  be  equally  Devided  to  my  surviveing 
children. 

“4  In  case  the  Lord  should  not  Delight  In  our  posteitye  but  take  them  All  out  of  this  world  I  doe 
then  order  the  one  halfe  of  wt  is  left  toward,  A  free  scoole  here  In  Charlestowne  towards  the  bringing  up 
of  poor  scollers,  And  the  other  halfe  towards  the  maintenance  of  poor  ministers  widdows  here  of  this  church 
yn  Charlestowne. 

“This  is  My  Last  will  And  testament  made  the  daye  &  yeare  above  sd  Viz  first  Februarye  1672  wittnes 
my  hand  And  seale  73 

p  Mee  John  Allen  (Seal)” 

1673,  Oct.  15.  Vol.  IV,  part  2,  p  727  M  B  C:  Capt.  John  Allen  is  one  of  a  committee  of  three  appointed 
by  the  Court  to  make  a  deal  in  “any  part  of  Europe  or  America  to  procure  &  purchase  sixteen  demy 
canon,  twelve  whole  culverin,  &  twelve  demy  culverin,  with  twenty  or  thirty  pounds  of  shott,  propor- 
tionable  to  each  gunne,  at  the  cheapest  hand,  to  be  brought  hither  for  the  countrys  use”. 

1673/4,  Mch.  3.  Vol.  I,  p  1  C  of  A,  Ptd:  Capt.  Jno  Allen  is  on  a  jury  of  the  Court  of  Assistants  “re¬ 
turned  for  service  of  the  Grand  Jury  and  that  were  sworne”. 

1675,  Mch.  27.  Vol.  VII,  p  206  N  E  H  &  G:  Here  the 'record  of  the  Captain’s  death  is  quoted  thus: 
“March  29 . 2  .  1675  .  Now  a  (  )  Capt.  Alii  (  )  of  Chari.  (  )  dyes.  T  (  )  frater.”  His 

brother  Rev.  Thomas  had  died  only  18  months  before.  The  Captain  reached  the  age  of  60.  His  inventory 
shows  that  he  had  accumulated  £41-1-11  worth  of  books,  which  indicates  an  unusually  large  library  for 
his  day.  It  means  that  he  carried  a  high  degree  of  culture  with  him  in  all  of  his  wide  travels. 

1675,  Apl.  28.  Vol.  IV,  p  220  P  Ct,  Middlesex:  “  Inventory  of  the  Estate  of  Capt.  John  Allen  Late  of 
Charlestowne,  deceased  -  as  it  was  taken  &  Apprized  Aprill  28th  1675: 


Plate  &  money  .  .  .  . 

Wearing  Clothes  Linnen  &  woollen 
The  dwellinghouse,  orchard  &  yard 
The  Eigth  part  of  ye  Mill 
Woodlotts  &  Commons 
One  Cow  .... 


£  80-00-00 
22-16-00 
200-00-00 
100-00-00 
31-00-00 

2-10-00  £436-6-0 


Linnen  of  sundry  sorts 
Woollin  .... 

Brasse  .... 

Iron  ..... 
Pewter  with  some  flax  Jt  a  Mapp 
Bedding  with  furniture 
Chaires,  Cushens  &  Carpets  . 
Joynery  .... 

Glasse  &  Earthen  ware,  wood  &  tin 
Wickar-ware 

Two  Looking-Glasses,  Chests  &c 
Lumbar  .... 

Bookes  ... 


wan 


£39-19-00 

4-11-00 

10-10-00 

06-08-00 

16-01-00 

44-15-00 

8-00-00 

9-10-06 

2-01-00 

00-05-00 

2-10-00 

2-00-00 

41-01-11  £188-0-5 


Prized  by  us:  Joshua  Tidd,  John  Cutter 


£624-6-5” 


1675,  June  16.  P  220  Do:  “Admstration  of  this  estate  granted  to  Mrs  Sarah  Allen  the  relict  widow 
of  sd  Jno.  Allen  deced.  &  to  this  Inventory  shee  gave  her  Oath  -  ye  Day  &  yeare  abovesd.” 
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CHILDREN 

(all  bom  at  Charlestown,  Mass.) 

1.  JOHN  b.  Oct.  16,  1640 

He  was  bp.  in  May,  1641 ;  was  a  student  at  Harvard  in  the  years  1656-57. 

2.  SARAH  b.  Aug.  14,  1642;  she  d.  Dec.  10,  1642  ae  4  mos. 

3.  MARY  b.  Feb’y  6,  1643/4;  m.  (1)  Nathan  Ransforth 

“Mary  Ransford  (Capt.  Allen’s  daughter)”  joined  the  Charlestown  church  Mch.  29,  1668.  She  m.  (2)  Joshua 
Hobart. 

4.  ELIZABETH  b. - ;  m.  (1)  Capt.  Nathan  Hayman;  she  m.  (2)  N.  Blagrove 

5.  SAMUEL  b.  Nov.  29,  1656;  he  d.  bef.  1694 

6.  SARAH  b.  May  11,  1659;  she  d.  July  29,  1659  ae  2  mos. 

7.  REBECCA  b.  Feb’y,  1660;  m.  Mch.  28,  1678,  John  Goodrich  (see  below) 

8.  THOMAS  b.  Aug.  1,  1667;  he  d.  May  5,  1694  ae  27  of  fever 

He  was  bp.  when  three  days  old.  Grave  stone  gives  death  May  4,  1694  sc  26  yrs  9  mo.  In  1692/3  he  was  the 
only  son  living. 


LINE  OF  DESCENT 

John  Goodrich  b.  1653  m.  Rebecca  Allen  b.  1660 

Allen  Goodrich  b.  1690  m.  Elizabeth  Goodrich  b.  1691 

Dea.  Elijah  Hart  b.  1711  m.  Abigail  Goodrich  b.  1714 

Capt.  Jonathan  Eno  b.  1739  m.  Mary  Hart  b.  1744 

Salmon  Eno  b.  1779  m.  Mary  Richards  b.  1785 

Ozias  Buell  Bassette  b.  1807  m.  Emeline  Eno  b.  1805 

Frederick  Henry  Bassette  b.  1839  m.  Margaret  Anderson  b.  1844 


THE  ANDERSON  FAMILY 


JOHN  ANDERSON 


b. 

d.  1842 


b. 

m. 

d.  1846 


1846.  Letter:  John  Anderson  was  a  weaver  by 
trade  and  built  up  a  business  of  his  own  in  his  own 
dwelling  at  Crail,  Scotland.  His  granddaughter 
Anne  Anderson  Conway,  who  was  twelve  years 
old  when  she  left  Scotland  for  America,  remembers 
the  plant  very  well  indeed.  We  now  quote  from  a 
letter  of  Anne’s  sister  Margaret  dated  Mch.  19, 
1919:  “The  shop  was  located  in  the  basement  of 
his  dwelling.  The  product  consisted  of  such  things 
as  bed  ticking,  sheating,  table  linen,  etc.  The 
business  was  profitable  and  he  had  accumulated 
some  property.  When  he  died  in  1846,  a  sum  of 
money  was  left  to  each  daughter  and  the  business 
and  real  estate  to  the  only  son  John,  who  however, 
had  no  taste  for  the  business  and  sold  same;  but 
he  left  the  home  to  his  sisters  without  asking  any 
compensation.  The  domicile  and  business  were 
at  Crail,  on  the  Firth  of  Forth,  Fifeshire,  Scotland. 
John  Anderson  had  a  brother  who  was  a  merchant 
in  Belfast,  Ireland,  who  used  to  send  the  children 
of  his  nephew  John  below  nice  things  from  time  to 
time.  Daughters  Eliza  and  Isabella  below  lived 
with  this  uncle  after  they  grew  up.” 

Since  Margaret’s  father  and  mother  were  Pres- 
byterians  she  believes  the  grandparents  were  of 
the  Presbyterian  faith  also.  This  being  so  he  was  no  doubt  greatly  interested  in  the  revival  of  the  Presby- 
byterian  cause  in  Great  Britain  early  in  the  nineteenth  century,  mainly  through  Scottish  influences.  Pres^ 
terianism  had  its  root  in  English  Puritanism,  but  had  a  great  start  on  St.  Bartholomew’s  day  in  1662  when 
under  circumstances  of  open  deceit  and  flippant  cruelty,  2,000  ministers  of  Puritan  leanings  were  deprived 
of  their  offices  and  driven  out  of  the  Church  of  England.  Of  these  the  great  majority  became  Presbyterians. 
This  was  only  one  of  many  stupendous  blunders  of  Charles  II  who  was  a  Bourbon  in  all  his  ways.  In 
John  Anderson’s  day  he  witnessed  the  revival  of  Evangelicalism  in  Scotland  and  elsewhere  which  followed 
the  French  Revolutions  and  which  has  never  lost  its  force.  He  saw,  too,  the  Scottish  Disruption  which 
in  1843  gave  birth  to  the  Free  Church  of  Scotland;  but  he  did  not  live  to  see  the  birth  of  the  United 
Presbyterian  Church  in  1847,  which  in  America  is  very  strong  in  and  around  Pittsburgh,  Pennsylvania. 


1842.  Letter:  The  death  of  John  Anderson’s 
wife,  whose  name  we  do  not  know  as  yet,  occurred 
this  year  at  home  in  Crail,  Scotland.  The  spirit 
of  her  son  John  proves  that  she  was  a  good  mother. 
In  the  words  of  John  Pierpont  he  would  surely 
have  said: 

"She  led  me  first  to  God; 

Her  words  and  prayers  were  my  young  spirits 
due  - 

For  when  she  us’d  to  leave 
The  fireside  every  eve, 

I  knew  it  was  for  prayer  that  she  withdrew. 

How  often  has  the  thought 
Of  my  mourn’d  mother  brought 
Peace  to  my  troubled  spirit,  and  new  power 
The  tempter  to  repel! 

Mother,  thou  knowest  well 
That  thou  hast  bless’d  me  since  my  natal  hour.” 


CHILDREN 

(all  bom  at  Crail,  Scotland) 

1.  JOHN  b.  May  9,  1810;  m.  Dec.  28,  1838,  Elizabeth  Adamson  (see  below) 

2.  MARY  b. - ;  m.  Capt. - Kay 

Mr.  Kay  was  a  ship  captain  who  was  lost  at  sea  soon  after  marriage.  Mary  is  the  only  married  sister  that  her 
nieces  Margaret  Anderson  Bassette  or  Anne  Anderson  Conway  know  of.  They  had  one  daughter  and  they 
always  lived  in  the  homestead  at  Crail. 


1  ch 
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3.  ELIZA  b. 

She  made  a  visit  to  brother  John  in  Liverpool.  When  grown,  she  went  with  sister  Isabella  to  live  with  an 
uncle  who  was  a  merchant  in  Belfast. 

4.  ISABELLA  b. 

She  accompanied  her  sister  on  visit  to  John,  and  when  grown  the  two  lived  with  their  uncle  in  Belfast.  They 
did  not  marry. 

5.  AGNES  b. 

6.  ELIZABETH  b. 

7.  MARGARET  b. 


JOHN  ANDERSON  b.  May  9,  1810 

ELIZABETH  ADAMSON  m.  Dec.  28,  1838 
b.  Mch.  29,  1811  d.  Apl.  17,  1853,  x  43 
d.  Mch.  19,  18S9,  x  78 

1811,  Mch.  29.  B  R:  Elizabeth  Adamson  was 
born  at  the  homestead  in  Pittenweem,  Scotland. 
In  her  youth  she  joined  the  Presbyterian  Church 
in  her  home  town,  of  which  her  parents  were 
members. 

1838,  Dec.  28.  MC:  At  the  time  of  her  marriage 
she  was  twenty  seven  years  old  and  was  visiting 
her  brothers  Thomas  and  David  who  were  married 
and  living  in  Dundee.  This  made  it  convenient 
apparently  to  arrange  for  the  marriage  at  Dundee, 
where  her  intended,  her  brothers’  friend,  was  now 
living.  Her  wedding  outfit,  all  of  linen,  was  pre- 
pared  on  the  looms  of  her  grandfather  in  Pitten¬ 
weem,  who  was  now  in  his  93d  year. 

1853,  Apl.  17.  B  R:  Fourteen  years  of  wedded 
happiness  had  now  gone  by  -  8  years  in  Scotland, 
5  in  England,  and  only  one  in  America  -  when, 
suddenly,  one  of  “the  thousand  doors  that  lead 
to  death”  was  opened  to  her  beloved,  leaving 
her  with  4  girls  from  14  to  4.  As  shown  below 
she  refused  all  offers  to  return  to  Scotland  under 
the  protecting  care  of  relatives  and  resolved  to 
raise  the  children  in  free  America.  Like  many 
Mothers  in  like  circumstances,  to  keep  the  family 
together  and  be  at  home,  she  took  boarders  for 
a  few  years  or  until  the  girls  became  producers 
and  made  a  home  for  her.  To  her  own  girls  there 
was  added  eight  year  old  Georgina  Loutit,  men¬ 
tioned  below,  who  was  brought  up  with  her 
own  girls  till  18  years  old  when  she  went  to 
live  with  Christina  Anderson  Thayer,  a  very  close 
friend. 

1855,  Dec.  Letter:  Evidently  she  thought  the 


1810,  May  9.  B  R:  John  Anderson  was  born 
at  Crail,  Scotland,  a  town  in  Fifeshire  at  the 
mouth  of  the  Firth  of  Forth.  It  is  only  about  six 
miles  north  of  Pittenweem  where  his  coming  wife 
was  born.  John  was  the  only  boy  among  seven 
children.  He  attended  school  at  Crail  until  it  was 
deemed  wise  that  he  take  up  a  trade. 

1829-1836.  Apprenticeships  were  as  long  as  in 
Bible  times  in  those  days  and  John  served  seven 
long  years  at  the  trade  of  ship  building,  one  of  the 
greatest  industries  of  Dundee.  We  judge  that 
these  were  the  apprentice  years  since  he  made  long 
voyages  both  before  and  after  marriage.  He 
wanted  to  see  the  world.  “I  know”,  says  his 
daughter  Margaret,  “that  he  made  voyages  to 
China  and  the  East  Indies  as  well  as  to  the  New 
World”.  On  one  occasion  he  brought  back  an 
ear  of  corn  and  a  broom  from  America  -  both 
novelties  in  Scotland  at  that  time.  “Praise  the 
sea  but  keep  on  land,”  said  one  wise  man;  and 
John  learned  that  land  was  safer  after  some 
harrowing  sea  experiences  as  will  appear.  In  the 
marriage  certificate  which  follows  it  is  interesting 
to  note  that  the  name  of  the  Church  is  not  stated, 
though  there  is  hardly  any  doubt  but  that  it  was 
the  Presbyterian  Church  since  they  were  both 
members  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  in  their 
home  towns.  The  wedding  was  at  Dundee  while 
the  bride  was  on  a  visit  to  her  brother  David 
Adamson,  friend  of  the  bridegroom,  and  his  wife, 
who  were  living  there. 

1838,  Dec.  24.  M  C:  “No.  85  At  Dundee  the 
24th  Day  of  Deer.  1838.  It  is  hereby  certified  that 
John  Anderson,  carpenter,  and  Elizabeth  Adam¬ 
son,  both  this  parish,  have  been  three  times  pro¬ 
claimed  in  order  to  Marriage  and  that  no  objec¬ 
tion  have  been  offered.  Alen  Keely,  Session 
Clerk.” 
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struggle  would  be  lightened  by  accepting  the 
Scotch  friend  who  plead  with  her  to  marry  him 
for  she  did  accept  him  this  month  and  so  became 
the  wife  of  Andrew  Loutit,  an  engineer,  a  widower 
with  one  daughter  8  years  old.  Her  dream  how¬ 
ever  was  of  short  duration  for  he  died  within  the 
year,  the  children  hardly  having  time  to  get  ac¬ 
quainted  with  him,  for  his  business  took  him 
away  from  the  city  most  of  the  time.  Her  daughter 
Margaret,  at  age  of  seventy  seven,  has  prepared 
this  charming  little  appreciation  and  character 
sketch  -  “mother  who  was  always  kind,  cheerful 
and  in  her  place”. 

“My  Mother 

“Elizabeth  Adamson,  daughter  of  William  and 
Anne  Scott  Adamson,  was  born  at  Pittenweem, 
Scotland,  on  March  29,  1811  and  married  John 
Anderson  of  Crail,  Scotland,  in  the  year  1838. 
She  was  a  rather  tall  stately  woman;  never  allowed 
herself  to  slouch,  sat  very  erect  and  walked  the 
same  and  would  correct  any  of  her  family  who 
were  inclined  to  do  otherwise.  She  had  brown  hair 
and  soft  brown  eyes  and  very  regular  features  and 
her  daughters  heard  this  remark  many  times: 
‘  none  of  you  girls  are  as  good  looking  as  your 
Mother.’  She  used  to  enjoy  talking  of  her  early 
life,  because  I  suppose  there  were  so  few  around 
her  that  knew  anything  about  it.  She  made  friends 
easily  without  being  unduly  effusive  and  was  no 
respecter  of  persons.  A  friendless  colored  woman 
would  as  quickly  find  a  warm  corner  in  the  kitchen 
as  the  minister  would  by  the  open  fire  in  the  living 
room,  and  a  cup  of  tea  would  as  readily  be  offered 
one  as  the  other.  She  was  as  large  hearted  in  giv¬ 
ing  of  herself  as  of  her  slender  means.  District 
nurses  were  unknown  in  her  day  and  very  many 
times  did  she  sit  up  with  and  wait  upon  sick 
people  from  sheer  love  of  doing  good.  Contagious 
diseases  had  no  terrors  for  her  and  she  would  go 
freely  in  and  out  apparently  immune,  as  I  do  not 
remember  that  she  ever  contracted  any  disease 
herself  or  brought  it  home  to  her  family.  Left  a 
widow  with  four  little  girls,  the  oldest  eleven 
years,  she  was  urged  by  her  brothers  to  return  to 
her  native  land  and  they  offered  every  assistance, 
but  she  refused  as  it  was  her  husband’s  wish  to 
bring  up  his  family  in  this  country  and  bravely 
she  did  her  part  for  her  courage  was  great  and  her 
faith  strong.  She  was  a  member  of  the  Presby- 


1838,  Dec.  28.  MC:  “At  Dundee  the  28th  day 
of  Deer.  1838,  I  hereby  certify  that  I  have  this  day 
Married  the  above  mentioned  parties.  I.  Cross, 
Minister.” 

“The  entry  in  the  parish  register  will  be  made 
by  the  clerk  on  the  production  of  this  certificate 
within  ten  days  after  the  marriage.” 

The  following  interesting  letter  to  his  wife, 
written  the  year  when  his  daughter  Margaret  was 
born,  shows  that  they  were  then  living  in  Glasgow 
and  that  he  was  still,  six  years  after  marriage, 
among  “those  that  go  down  to  the  sea  in  ships, 
that  do  business  in  great  waters.  These  see  the 
works  of  the  Lord,  and  his  wonders  in  the  deep”. 
John  saw  and  appreciated  these  wonders  of  the 
deep  but  he  was  yet  to  learn  that  the  land  was 
safer.  The  envelope  to  the  letter  bore  the  follow¬ 
ing  address:  “Mrs.  John  Anderson,  Carpenter 
Cants  Land,  Upper  Finester,  Glasgow.” 

1844,  May  24.  Letter:  “Liverpool.  My  dear 
Elizabeth:  I  received  your  last  and  was  very 
happy  to  hear  from  you  and  of  your  kind  wish  for 
me  to  come  home,  my  dear.  I  hope  there  is  some¬ 
thing  better  in  store  for  us.  I  have  found  a  large 
ship  going  to  St.  Johns,  N.  B.,  for  timber.  Her 
name  is  the  Avon  of  St.  Johns,  N.  B.  She  belongs 
in  Liverpool,  at  least  the  owner  does.  I  am  to  get 
4£  a  month.  We  are  to  sign  Articles  today  and 
before  I  send  this  away  tonight  I  will  be  able  to 
let  you  know  if  we  have  signed  for  we  are  never 
sure  till  that  is  done.  I  picked  the  boat  up  myself, 
without  any  interest.  She  is  a  large,  fine  ship.  The 
captain  told  me  he  would  like  to  sail  on  Saturday. 
She  is  now  discharging  cotton.  I  do  not  think  we 
will  be  able  to  sail  before  Monday  or  Tuesday  but 
I  cannot  tell.  I  will  let  you  know.  The  captain 
told  me  there  would  be  no  monthly  money  and  I 
said  as  the  journey  was  short  I  did  not  care.  There 
will  be  a  month’s  advance  and  it  will  be  payable 
three  days  after  sailing,  so  Mrs.  Merrie  will  send 
you  all  I  can  spare.  I  hope  you  have  got  the  money 
from  Eliza.  Write  and  let  me  know. 

“  I  am  sure  you  will  be  very  proud  of  this  if  God 
is  willing.  I  will  just  be  in  about  the  time  when 
you  will  most  need  my  assistance,  my  dear.  I 
hope  your  spirits  will  rise.  Mine  have  gene  up 
a  good  deal.  Make  yourself  happy,  my  dear,  for 
I  think  more  of  you  than  ever  and  my  dear  chil- 
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dren.  No  more  time  at  present.  Yours,  John  An¬ 
derson. 

“Tuesday.  My  dear:  I  am  happy  to  say  that 
as  far  as  I  see  I  will  be  all  right.  I  have  been  get¬ 
ting  nails  and  stores.  The  captain  appears  to  be 
a  very  good  man.  I  am  not  on  board  yet,  perhaps 
will  be  soon.  Cousin  Thomas  Anderson  is  here  now 
and  his  wife  is  with  him  and  Cousin  Horsburgh  is 
here,  too,  so  there  are  plenty  of  friends.  1  have  not 
told  Cargill  yet  but  I  have  just  served  him  as  he 
deserves.  Yours  forever,  John  Anderson.” 

On  returning  from  this  trip  John  brought  his 
little  family  to  Liverpool,  and  here  he  worked  at 
his  trade  of  ship  building  for  the  next  five  years,  or 
until  the  time  came  to  take  ship  for  America. 

1851,  Sept.  1.  Now  comes  the  eventful  day  for 
saying  good  bye  to  all  friends  and  relatives  in 
- — -  Scotland  and  England.  It  was  a  hopeful,  courage¬ 
ous  family,  six  in  all,  from  41  to  2  years  of  age,  that  set  out  for  the  New  World  that  day.  The  Ship 
was  The  Osborne  with  Captain  Howell  in  charge;  a  sailboat  requiring  two  months  to  make  the  passage 
from  Liverpool  to  New  Orleans.  The  plans  and  aspirations  of  these  young  people,  with  their  sad  ending, 
are  so  well  told  in  the  short  summary  of  John  Anderson’s  life  by  his  daughter  Margaret  that  we  append 
the  story  here  as  she  tells  it  in  letter  written  from  Ormond,  Florida,  in  her  seventy-fifth  year.  There 
is  added  interest  in  it  in  that  she  was  but  years  old  when  her  father  died. 


terian  Church,  but  the  Episcopal  Church  was  the 
only  protestant  one  well  supported  in  the  little 
town  of  Algiers  and  we  children  were  sent  there 
to  Sunday  School  and  in  time  were  confirmed,  but 
Mother  never  felt  quite  at  home  there  and  would 
sometimes  cross  the  river  and  walk  a  long  distance 
to  attend  a  service  at  her  own  church  presided 
over  at  that  time  by  Rev.  Dr.  Palmer,  and  so  this 
quiet  but  brave  life  came  to  an  end  one  March 
evening  w'hen  after  some  loving  ministrations  by 
two  of  her  daughters  she  said  ‘now  let  me  rest’ 
and  all  was  over  in  this  life.” 

1889,  Mch.  19.  B  R:  At  age  78  she  died  at 
home  in  New  Orleans  and  was  buried  in  the 
Masonic  Cemetery  where  a  marble  head  stone 
with  name,  age  and  place  of  birth  marks  the  grave. 
It  is  in  a  lot  shared  by  the  Barclay  family. 


“My  Father 

“John  Anderson  was  given  the  trade  of  Ship  building  and,  after  serving  seven  years  apprenticeship, 
decided  to  see  something  of  the  world  and  made  a  number  of  sea  voyages  as  ship’s  carpenter,  both  before 
and  after  marriage;  was  shipwrecked  twice,  losing  everything  except  the  clothes  he  wore.  After  terrible 
exposure  in  the  last  wreck,  he  was  very  ill  in  the  city  of  Glasgow,  and  it  required  months  of  careful  nursing 
on  the  part  of  his  wife  to  bring  him  back  to  health.  He  made  voyages  to  the  East  India  Islands  with  a 
Capt.  Foster  who  was  a  boyhood  friend.  He  lived  in  Glasgow  several  years,  working  at  his  trade  and 
from  there  moved  to  Liverpool,  England,  in  1846,  where  he  also  worked  at  his  trade  till  1851  when  he 
came  with  his  family  to  New  Orleans  in  a  sailing  vessel,  making  the  voyage  in  two  months,  landing  in 
November.  His  purpose  in  coming  to  the  United  States  was  to  take  up  land  in  the  West  for  farming  but, 
landing  in  early  winter,  decided  to  stay  in  New'  Orleans  till  spring  and  looked  about  for  some  employment 
and,  with  a  man  named  Alexander  Gordon,  whom  he  knew  in  Liverpool  and  who  came  w'ith  his  family 
in  the  same  ship,  and  who  was  to  go  west  also,  began  the  building  of  a  small  coast  vessel  as  a  speculation 
which  they  expected  to  finish  and  sell  by  spring  in  time  to  go  west  for  the  spring  clearing.  John  worked 
very  hard  and,  not  being  used  to  the  climate,  fell  ill  before  the  vessel  was  finished,  but  it  had  been  launched. 
His  partner,  Gordon,  had  to  be  given  full  power  to  transact  business  and  proved  to  be  a  rascal,  selling 
the  vessel  and  leaving  for  parts  unknown  with  the  money  received.  John  had  to  be  told  of  this  in  time 
and  it  added  to  his  illness  from  which  he  never  recovered  and  died  in  April,  1853  of  what  was  then  called 
brain  fever.  My  personal  recollections  of  father  are  very  delightful;  not  an  unkind  or  impatient  word  do 
I  remember  and  always  insisting  that  we  must  always  be  truthful.  A  man  of  very  high  ideals,  strong 
temperance  champion  and  used  no  tobacco;  interested  in  all  public  affairs  and  at  the  time  of  the  Hungarian 
war  in  1848,  I  think,  a  number  of  Polish  exiles  came  to  Liverpool  and  were  given  a  large  warehouse  in 
which  to  stay  till  they  could  find  homes.  Father  took  us  children  down  to  see  them  and  I  remember  just 
how  they  looked  and  the  long  row  of  beds  on  the  floor  on  which  they  must  sleep.  I  was  afraid  of  them  but 
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father  led  us  up  to  some  of  them  and  made  us  shake  hands  and  say  we  were  glad  to  see  them.  They  did 
not  understand,  except  to  know  we  were  friendly  and  some  of  them  shed  tears  as  they  were  probably 
reminded  of  their  own  children  at  home.  The  citizens  were  asked  to  take  these  men  to  their  homes  if  they 
could  and  help  them  to  learn  the  language  and  to  find  employment.  Father  gave  one  of  them  a  home  with 
us  and  found  a  place  where  he  could  learn  the  book-binders  trade,  and  at  night  father  taught  him  to  read 
and  write  the  English  language.  Father’s  work  kept  him  away  from  home  at  dinner  time  through  the 
week  but,  on  Sundays,  he  had  three  other  of  these  exiles,  friends  of  this  man,  come  and  take  dinner  with 
him.  His  name,  as  I  remember  it,  was  pronounced  as  though  spelled  Antonio  Garnishari  and  it  was  an 
event  to  us  children  when  the  letter  carrier  came  and  tried  to  call  out  his  name.  He  stayed  with  us  for 
five  months  and  then  went  to  some  other  part  of  England  where  he  found  work.  When  father  went  to 
see  him  off  at  the  station,  he  threw  his  arms  around  him  and  cried  like  a  baby  with  gratitude,  I  suppose. 

“Another  event  I  remember  quite  well  was  when  John  Mitchell,  the  Irish  patriot,  was  exiled  to  America 
and,  in  passing  through  Liverpool  was  given  a  reception  by  sympathizers.  Mitchell  had  printed  something 
in  his  paper  at  Dublin  that  had  offended  the  government.  Father  was  on  one  of  the  committees  and  the 
whole  family  were  taken  to  the  reception.  I  remember  well  the  immense  crowd  at  the  hall  but  what 
perhaps  impressed  me  more  was  that  we  children  all  went  to  the  hair  dressers  to  have  our  hair  curled  for 
the  occasion.  This  John  Mitchell  was  grandfather  of  the  Mayor  Mitchell  of  New  York  City,  recently 
defeated  for  re-election. 

“Another  instance  showing  father’s  social  nature  and  liking  for  good  company  was  shown  in  his  inviting 
the  old  school-master  (Mr.  Green)  to  Sunday  morning  breakfast;  it  was  the  usual  thing,  not  occasionally. 
He  was  a  bachelor  and,  to  make  friends  with  us  children  outside  of  the  schoolroom,  carried  a  supply  of 
candy  in  his  coat  pocket,  a  hard  kind  called  Paradise  drops,  made  in  the  shape  of  a  drop  of  liquid,  red  in 
color  with  white  stripes.  I  never  saw  anything  like  them  over  here. 

“Father  had  cousins  named  Anderson  who  were  large  shipbuilders  in  Sunderland,  England.  Some 
years  ago  a  young  woman  came  from  Sunderland  to  live  near  sister  Anne  at  New  Orleans  and,  on  getting 
acquainted,  Anne  found  she  knew  of  this  shipbuilding  firm  very  well  and  said  the  Andersons  were  very 
well  off  and  much  respected.  He  had  also  an  uncle,  presumably  an  Anderson,  who  was  an  importing 
merchant  of  tea,  groceries,  &c.,  in  Belfast,  Ireland,  who  used  to  send  us  nice  things  and  two  of  the  sisters, 
Eliza  and  Isabella,  lived  with  him  after  they  grew  up.” 

1853,  Apl.  17.  B  R:  At  age  of  only  43  and  after  being  in  America  not  as  much  as  a  year  and  a  half, 
John  Anderson  lays  down  his  brave  young  life.  Naturally  there  was  no  occasion  for  probate  after  his 
partner  absconded  with  all  his  savings.  He  died  at  the  Marine  Hospital  in  New  Orleans  and  was  buried 
in  the  Seamans’  Cemetery  connected  therewith,  quite  fitting  for  one  who  knew  and  loved  the  sea,  though 
at  times  it  was  so  unkind  to  him.  This  hospital  and  cemetery  were  both  moved  into  the  city  many  years 
later  and  the  grave,  not  being  marked,  must  have  been  lost. 

CHILDREN 

(first  born  at  Pittenween,  Scotland;  next  two  born  at  Glasgow,  Scotland;  last  born  at  Liverpool,  England) 

1.  ANNE  b.  Nov.  21,  1839;  m.  Feb’y  15,  1891,  Arthur  Conway;  she  d.  (living  1925)  he  d.  Dec.  26,  1906,  ae  71 

Anne  was  named  for  her  grandmother  Anne  Scott.  She  was  a  faithful  home  girl  who  for  fifty  years  stayed  at 
home  and  cared  for  mother.  He  was  a  soldier  in  the  Civil  War  on  the  Confederate  side;  was  a  ship  builder 
by  trade;  built  and  sold  vessels.  They  lived  in  New  Orleans.  A  marble  stone  marks  his  grave  in  Greenwood 
cemetery.  No  isiue. 

2.  ELIZABETH  b.  Dec.  2,  1841 ;  m.  Nov.  8,  1859,  William  R.  Barclay;  she  d.  Mch.  9,  1914,  ae  72  he  d.  May  4,  5  ch 

1897,  ae  61 

They  were  residents  of  New  Orleans.  He  also  was  a  Confederate  soldier  and  after  the  war  was  chosen  to 
superintend  the  dismantling  of  abandoned  war  vessels  and  later  had  charge  of  large  dry  docks  at  Algiers, 
opposite  New  Orleans.  Their  children  are  (1)  Margaret  Virginia  (Jennie);  (2)  Elizabeth  (Lillian)  who  m. 
Francis  C.  Brinkman,  bookkeeper,  and  had  (a)  Lillian  Virginia  (m.  Francis  Claiborne  Hawkins);  (b)  Gertrude 
Frances  (m.  Charles  Reeve  Stone);  (c)  Francis  Charles  (m.  Greenwood  Hardy);  (d)  William  Barclay  (m.  Maud 
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Marguerite  Lear) ;  (e)  Elizabeth  Anderson  (m.  Olin  Justus  Baird);  (f)  Reginald  Roy;  (g)  Mary  Sage.  (3)  Helen 
(Nellie);  (4)  Jessie,  who  m.  Mark  A.  Morse,  contractor  for  building  levees,  &c.,  and  had  Jesse  B.  and  Alice 
B.;  (5)  Angus  F.,  civil  engineer,  who  m.  Kentucky  Oliver  and  had  Margaret,  William  R.  and  Dorothy. 

3.  MARGARET,  b.  Oct.  22,  1844;  m.  Apl.  27,  1866,  Frederick  H.  Bassette  (see  below) 

4.  AGNES  b.  July  28,  1849;  m.  July  13,  1872,  Richard  Nichols;  she  d.  Apl.  6,  1919,  x  70  he  d. 

They  resided  in  New  Orleans.  He  was  a  bookkeeper;  was  fond  of  music  and  a  fine  pianist.  He  played  the 
organ  in  the  Episcopal  Church  for  many  years.  Children  are  (1)  John  A.,  clerk,  (d  1912'  who  m.  Mary  Vinet 
and  had  one  child  Mary  Elizabeth;  (2)  Elizabeth,  unm;  (3)  Charles  Williams,  blacksmith,  who  m.  Mary  Ellen 
Lorenze  and  had  one  son  Charles  William;  (4)  Richard  F.,  bank  bookkeeper,  who  m.  Maybart  F.  Morrison; 
(5)  Wilmer  Adamson,  car  inspector,  who  m.  Emma  Augusta  Haas  and  had  Agnes  Louise,  Wilmer  Addis, 
Doris  Julia,  Azie  Lorine  and  Harold  Emmet. 


LINE  OF  DESCENT 

Margaret  b.  1844  m.  Frederick  H.  Bassette  b.  1839 
See  their  children  under  Bassett. 
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JOHN  ANDREWS  b. 

MARY -  m.  a  1641 

b.  d.  a  Jan’y,  1681/2 

d.  May,  1694 

1654,  Apl.  2.  Vol.  I,  p  2  C  R:  “And  on  the  same 
day,  April  2,  1654,  Mary  Andrews,  the  wife  of 
John  Andrews,  and  her  son  Abraham  Andrews, 
about  the  age  of  6  years  and  3  months,  and  Daniel 
Andrews,  about  the  age  of  3  years  and  10  months, 
and  Joseph  Andrews,  about  the  age  of  2  years  and 
3  months,  were  joined  to  the  church.” 

1658,  May  16.  P  8  Do:  “And  one  the  same  16th 
day  of  May  1658,  the  children  of  John  Andrews 
were  baptized  that  were  not  above  13  years  old, 
when  their  mother  Mary  Andrews  did  enter  into 
covenant  with  the  church,  viz:  Mary  in  her  four¬ 
teenth  year,  and  John,  about  13  years,  and 
Hannah  about  1 1  years.” 

1681/2,  Jan’y  14.  John  Andrews,  her  husband, 
bequeaths  “unto  my  dear  and  loving  wife  Mary, 
the  new  end  of  my  dwelling  house”,  son  Benjamin 
to  have  the  other  part  and  see  “that  my  wife  shall 
use  that  she  shall  need”,  and  “maintayne  his  dear 
mother  comfortably  so  long  as  her  natural  life  con¬ 
tinued!”.  Also  she  can  sell  any  meadow  land  if 
“she  shall  need  to  obtain  a  comfortable  lively- 
hood”. 

1683,  Nov.  18.  P  54  Andrews  Gen  (1872):  “To 
all  Christian  people  to  whom  it  may  concern, 
know  ye  that  I  Mary  Andrews  of  Farmington,  for 
and  in  consideration  of  my  natural  love  and  affec¬ 
tion  to  my  beloved  children  and  grand-children 
that  hereafter  shall  be  mentioned,  and  other  good 
causes  me  hereunto  moving,  have  given,  granted, 
assigned,  set  over  and  confirmed,  and  do  by  these 
presents  give,  grant,  set  over  and  confirm,  fully, 
wholly,  clearly  and  absolutely  unto  them  in  man¬ 
ner  as  followeth: 

“Imp.  I  give  to  my  son  John  Andrews,  one 
sheet,  one  napkin  and  one  pillow  bear,  which  he 
now  hath  in  possession. 


1640,  June  15.  Vol.  I,p45GC:  The  Court  here 
directs  “the  prticuler  Courte”  to  “conclude  the 
conditions  for  the  planting  of  Tunxis”.  Porter, 
the  Farmington  historian,  names  37  original  pur¬ 
chasers,  only  20  of  whom  settled  there.  Then  he 
names  24  original  settlers  who  bought  their  rights 
from  the  37  original  holders  and  John  Andrews  is 
among  these  24.  Within  the  next  year  or  two  he 
married  and  in  all  probability  set  up  his  first  home 
in  this  virgin  town.  His  dwelling,  recorded  as  be¬ 
low  in  1665  6,  was  located  on  the  east  side  of  the 
river  about  two  miles  north  of  Farmington  centre 
at  the  place  now  called  Watervillc.  It  was  near 
to  where  the  canal  aqueduct  (1825)  was  built,  and 
the  farm  has  remained  in  the  possession  of  his 
direct  descendents  to  this  day. 

1650,  Mch.  28.  Vol.  II,  p  3  C  C:  “John  Andrews 
pit  contra  Tho  Dement  dcfendt  in  an  Action  of 
the  case  about  a  bargaine  to  the  dammage  of 
10  lb.”  This  appearance  of  John  Andrews  in  the 
County  Court  is  the  first  notice  of  him  in  America, 
aside  from  children’s  births,  that  we  have  found. 
At  this  time  we  figure  that  he  is  somewhere  near 
30.  The  Andrews  Genealogy,  and  no  one  else  ap¬ 
parently,  knows  where  he  came  from  in  England. 

1653,  June  2.  P42Do:  “Nickho:  Disboune  pit 
agt  John  Andrews  dcfendt  in  an  Actyon  of  slander 
to  the  damage  of  20  lb.  The  Jury  find  for  the  pit 
1  lb  10s  damage  &  cost  of  Court  &  for  witnesses 
4s.  Execution  was  Sd  for  41s  4 d  the  14  of  March 
1653/4.” 

1656,  May.  P  86  Do:  “Nath:  Kellogg  Com- 
plaines  of  John  Andrews  for  Resenwing  of  Cattle 
Contrary  to  law  out  of  his  hands  that  he  was  driv¬ 
ing  to  pound.” 

1657  8,  Feb’y  8.  Vol.  I,  p  17  L  R:  In  the  Indian 
deed  to  some  land  in  “Matetacoke”  given  to 
William  Lewis  and  Samuel  Steele,  John  Andrews 
and  John  Standley  are  referred  to  as  the  men  who 
brought  in  the  “black  lead”  from  that  land.  The 
deed  covered  all  the  land  “within  8  mylle  of  that 
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“  Imp.  I  give  to  my  son  Abraham  Andrus,  one 
sheet,  one  pillow  bear,  and  one  napkin,  and  one 
glass  bottle. 

“Imp.  I  give  to  my  son  Daniel  Andrus,  one 
sheet,  one  pillow  bear,  one  napkin,  and  one  home¬ 
spun  rug. 

"Imp.  I  give  to  my  son  Joseph  Andrus,  one 
sheet,  one  pillow  bear,  and  one  napkin. 

“Imp.  I  give  to  my  son  Benjamin  Andrews, 
my  bedstead,  one  green  rug,  one  curtain  and  one 
mat. 

“  Imp.  I  give  my  daughter  Mary  Brunson,  the 
cloth  of  my  feather  bed,  and  half  the  feathers  that 
are  in  it. 

“  Imp.  I  give  to  my  daughter  Hannah  Rich¬ 
ards,  the  other  half  of  the  feathers  of  my  feather 
bed,  one  bolster,  one  red  pettycote,  one  sheet,  and 
one  curtain,  and  two  capps,  and  two  neckcloths 
for  her  children. 

“Imp.  I  give  to  my  daughter  Mary  Brunson 
aforesaid,  one  large  pettycote,  and  wastcote,  one 
chest  and  one  curtain. 

“Imp.  I  give  to  daughter  Rachel  Buck,  one 
bolster,  and  three  pillows,  one  sheet,  and  one 
white  apron. 

“Imp.  I  give  to  my  son  John  Andrus’  two 
eldest  daughters,  each  of  them  five  shillings. 

“  Imp.  I  give  to  my  son  Abraham  Andrus’  two 
eldest  daughters,  each  of  them  five  shillings. 

“  Imp.  I  give  to  my  son  Daniel  Andrus'  two 
eldest  daughters,  each  of  them  five  shillings. 

“  Imp.  I  give  to  the  daughter  of  my  son  Joseph 
five  shillings,  and  if  he  shall  have  a  second  daugh¬ 
ter,  I  do  also  give  to  her  five  shillings;  if  not,  I  give 
this  five  shillings  to  his  eldest  son. 

“  Imp.  I  give  to  the  two  eldest  daughters  of  my 
daughter  Mary  Brunson,  each  of  them  five  shil¬ 
lings. 

“Imp.  I  give  to  the  two  eldest  daughters  of 
my  daughter  Hannah  Richards,  each  of  them  five 
shillings. 

“  Imp.  I  give  to  the  two  eldest  daughters  of  my 
daughter  Rachel  Buck,  each  of  them  five  shillings. 

“  Imp.  All  the  forementioned  legacies  given  to 
my  grand-children,  I  order  my  son  Joseph  An¬ 
drews,  to  pay  after  my  decease,  when  legally  de¬ 
manded,  which  is  for  a  cow  I  sold  to  my  son  Joseph 
aforesaid. 

"  Imp.  I  give  to  my  grand-child  Martha 


hill  on  every  side  to  dig  and  carry  away  what  they 
will”. 

1657/8,  Feb’y  29.  Vol.  I,  p  25  T  V:  A  parcel  of 
28  acres  is  given  to  John  Androus  and  seven 
others,  “ye  terms  specified”  being  “to  cut  of  ye 
underwood  within  2  years  and  to  sow  2  bushels  of 
Inglesh  hay  within  2  years  and  to  sow  2  bushels  of 
Inglesh  hay  seed  within  four  years  after  ye  date  of 
this  grant”. 

1658,  May  9.  Vol.  I,  p  7  C  R:  “On  the  9th  of 
May  1658,  John  Andrews  joined  to  the  Church, 
in  the  Covenant.” 

1658,  May  20.  Vol.  II,  p  95  G  C:  John  An- 
drewes  is  one  of  the  10  who  “were  made  free  before 
the  Court”. 

1660/61,  March  7.  Vol.  II,  p  150  C  C:  “Con¬ 
stables  Sworne  for  ffarmmington:  John  Andros.” 

1663/4,  Mch.  3.  Vol.  Ill,  p  11  C  C:  “John 
Andrews  plntf  contra  Edward  Messenger  Defendt 
In  an  action  of  debt  upon  attachment  with  dam¬ 
age  to  the  value  of  sixteen  pounds.” 

1665/6,  Feb’y.  Vol.  I,  p  6  L  R:  “Land  In 
ffarmington  belonging  to  John  Andrews:  viz.,  one 
p’sell  on  which  his  dwelling  hows  now  standeth 
with  other  out  howses  yards  or  gardens  therin 
being  contayning  eight  acers,  four  acers  whereof 
he  bought  of  Thomas  Upson,  Abutting  upon  ye 
River  on  ye  West,  on  the  hyway  east”  .... 
In  addition  he  had  16  acres  in  the  second  meadow; 
12  acres  of  plowing  land;  5  acres  in  the  3rd 
meadow;  ten  acres  of  upland  given  him  by  the 
town;  “one  parsell  with  a  message  or  tenement  on 
it  bought  of  Moyses  Ventrus;”  and  four  acres  of 
woodland. 

1665/6,  Mch.  5.  Vol.  Ill,  p  46  C  C:  “This 
Court  haveing  duely  Considered  the  presentmt  of 
the  Constable  of  ffarmington  of  words  spoken  by 
John  Andros  as  he  conceaved  tending  to  ye  dis¬ 
turbance  of  public  peace  and  also  further  con¬ 
sidering  the  answer  and  Apologie  of  the  said 
Andros  with  his  interpretation  of  his  words  doe 
declare  that  they  cannot  but  comend  the  care  of 
the  Constable  to  conserve  the  peace  of  the  Colony 
and  judge  the  expressions  of  Andros  better  to  have 
been  for  borne  yet  do  not  judge  him  worthy  any 
other  censure  than  a  caution  for  future  to  be  more 
careful  in  his  expressions  to  prevent  trouble.” 
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Andrus,  daughter  of  Daniel  Andrus,  my  green 
apron,  and  two  caps. 

“Imp.  All  my  wearinge  linnin,  not  before 
given,  I  give  to  my  grand'daughters  in  general,  to 
be  equally  divided  amongst  them. 

“  Imp.  All  my  wooling  clothinge  not  before 
given,  1  give  to  my  daughter,  Rachel  Buck.  This 
above  written  instrument  to  take  place  and  be  of 
full  force  after  my  decease,  and  not  while  then- 
I  do  also  desire  my  son  Daniel  Andrus,  to  take 
care  that  my  mind  declared  in  this  above  written 
instrument  be  fulfilled.  In  witness  whereof,  I 
the  above  said  Mary  Andrews,  have  sett  too  my 
hand  and  seal  this  18th  day  of  Nov.  A.  D.  1683. 
Witness:  John  Standley  Sen,  Signed  &  Sealed 
John  Hooker,  Mary  Andrews” 

1694,  May.  Vol.  I,  p  N  rear,  L  R:  “Mary 
Andrus  ye  aged,  wife  of  John  Andrus,  Departed 
this  Life  In  May  -  1694.”  We  estimate  that  she 
had  reached  an  age  approximating  seventy-two 
years. 


1669,  Sept.  2.  P  87  Do:  John  Andrews  is  on  the 
jury,  and  he  served  again  on  Mch.  3,  1669  70: 
Mch.  2,  1670/1;  Sept.  4,  1673;  Sept.  3,  1674  and 
Sept.  7,  1676. 

1669,  Oct.  12.  Vol.  II,  p  521  G  C,  Ptd:  John 
Andrews  Sen’r  is  one  of  the  43  freemen  of  Farm¬ 
ington  as  reported  in  the  Colony  census. 

1670/1,  Jan’y  18.  Vol.  I,  p  16  T  V:  John 
Andrus  sen’r  is  given  20  acres  in  the  Great 
Swamp  “on  these  condetions  hearafter  expressed.” 
One  condition  was  “never  to  be  a  distinkt  peple 
from  the  foresaid  town,  without  their  liberty  and 
consent”.  Sixty  one  citizens  participated. 

1673,  May  19.  Vol.  I,  p  125  T  V:  "The  same 
day  given  to  John  Andrus  a  percell  of  land  con¬ 
taining  15  acres,  butting  upon  ye  common  ffence 
on  ye  West,  and  John  Warner  on  ye  South,  and 
common  on  ye  North  and  East.” 

1673/4,  Jan’y  8.  Vol.  Ill,  p  366  L  R:  John 
Andrews  is  among  the  84  proprietors  of  Farming- 
ton  with  an  interest  of  £93  in  a  total  of  £7,107. 


1679/80,  Mch.  1.  Vol.  I,  p  16  C  R:  “The  number  of  such  as  are  in  full  Communion  in  the  Church  in 
Farmington:  John  Andrews  senior,  and  his  wife”  are  14th  in  this  roll,  indicating  high  standing  in  the  town. 

1680,  Mch.  26.  P  149  Simsbury  Hist  (1845):  John  Andrews,  Joseph  Andrews  and  John  Strickland, 
interpreter,  are  the  English  witnesses  to  the  Indian  deed  to  Simsbury.  The  deed  was  probably  executed 
at  the  house  of  John  Andrews,  whence  he  and  son  Joseph  witnessed  it.  Eight  Indians  signed  it.  The  deed 
covered:  “all  that  tract  of  land  lying  and  being  situate  on  Farmington  bounds  southward,  and  from  thence 
to  run  ten  large  miles  northerly,  and  from  the  bounds  of  Windsor  town  on  the  east,  to  run  ten  large  miles 
westward,  the  tract  or  parcel  of  land  being  ten  miles  square  large.” 

1681/2,  Jan’y  14.  Vol.  IV,  p  85  P  Ct,  Hartford:  “  I  John  Andrews  of  Farmington,  being  grown  aged, 
and  many  weaknesses  attending  of  me  from  time  to  time,  and  now  att  this  present  itt  plea^eth  the  most 
high  to  visit  mee  with  more  than  ordinarie  weakness,  yet  through  the  good  hand  of  God  upon  me,  I  have 
at  this  present  the  perfect  Use  of  my  Understanding,  now  I  doe  think  it  meet  to  set  that  little  at  a  stay, 
as  I  am  able,  that  God  hath  given  me.  All  my  lawfull  debts  being  discharged,  I  dispose  of  my  estate  as 
followeth : 

“  Item.  I  give  and  bequeath  unto  my  dear  and  loving  wife  Mary  Andrews,  the  new  end  of  my  dwelling 
house,  and  the  seller  under,  for  her  use  and  comfort  as  long  as  it  shall  please  God  to  continue  her  natural 
life;  I  do  also  give  her  the  use  of  half  my  orchard  the  fruit  of  it  as  long  as  she  liveth;  moreover  I  do  give 
and  bequeath  unto  my  dear  and  loving  wife,  my  feather  bed,  with  all  the  furniture  belonging  to  it,  and 
when  it  shall  please  God  to  end  her  natural  life  my  mind  is  that  she  shall  have  liberty  to  dispose  of  it  to 
whom  she  please. 

“  Item.  I  do  give  unto  my  son  Benjamin  Andrew's  my  whole  house  and  barn  and  home  lot,  after  my 
loving  wife’s  decease.  My  mind  is  that  my  son  Benjamin  shall  possess  after  my  decease  half  my  house 
and  my  lot  and  barn  wholly  for  his  to  possess,  as  also  the  houshold  stuff,  reserving  that  liberty  that  my 
wife  shall  use  that  she  shall  need. 

"Item.  I  give  to  my  son  Benjamin  my  meadow  lot  excepting  two  acres  at  the  lower  end  of  it,  as  also 
two  cows  to  my  son  Benjamin,  and  one  to  my  loving  wife,  yet  moreover  I  give  to  my  son  Benjamin 
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Andrews,  my  splayed  mare,  and  my  crown  mare,  and  my  two  youngest  working  bullocks,  and  my  cart, 
and  plow,  and  plow-irons,  harrow,  plow-chains,  horse  chains,  half  a  timber  chain,  and  all  m>  tackling 
that  belongs  to  my  teame,  and  my  will  is  that  my  son  Benjamin  shall  have  these  things  above  mentioned, 
upon  that  condition,  that  he  maintayne  his  dear  mother  comfortably,  so  long  as  her  natural  life  con- 
tinueth,  and  if  it  so  fall  out  that  my  loving  wife  doth  want  a  comfortable  subsistance  my  will  is  that  she 
shall  have  power  to  sell  so  much  of  my  meadow  land  as  she  shall  need  to  obtain  a  comfortable  livelyhood. 

“  Item.  I  give  to  my  son  John  Andrews  one  of  my  old  bullocks,  my  long  fowling  piece,  and  my  lot  ad¬ 
joining  of  land  that  abutteth  upon  Hartford  bounds. 

*•  Item.  I  give  to  my  son  Abraham  Andrews  my  old  mare  and  her  sucking  colt,  and  my  20  acre  lot  in 

the  great  swamp  adjoining  his  own  lot. 

“  Item.  I  give  my  son  Daniel  Andrews  two  acres  of  my  meadow  land  at  the  lower  end,  begining  at  the 
dividing  line  between  John  Stanley  jun’r  and  myselfe,  running  from  the  river  westward,  to  the  ditch  east¬ 
ward,  and  my  mind  is  that  he  shall  maintain  the  common  fence  that  belongs  to  two  acres,  and  I  give 
him  my  upland  lot  that  belongs  to  my  twenty  acre  swamp  lot,  and  my  two  year  old  horse  coalte,  and  also 
I  give  to  my  son  Daniel  Andrews  two  swine  that  are  one  year  old. 

“  Item.  I  give  to  my  son  Joseph  Andrews  my  other  old  bullock,  also  I  give  to  him  my  upland  lot  con¬ 
taining  40  acres,  that  lyeth  near  the  Middleton  path. 

“Item.  I  give  to  my  son  Benjamin  all  the  divisions  of  upland  that  belong  to  me,  that  are  not  yet  laid 
out.  Moreover,  I  leave  the  rest  of  my  swine,  and  my  corn  I  leave  to  discharge  my  debts  in  my  son  Ben¬ 
jamin’s  hands,  as  also  he  shall  pay  some  small  legacies. 

“  Item.  I  give  my  grand-child  Thomas  Barnes  twenty  shillings. 

“  Item.  I  give  to  my  grand-child  John  Andrews,  one  pound. 

“Item.  I  give  to  my  grand-child  Abraham  Andrews,  one  pound. 

“Item.  I  give  to  my  grand-child  Daniel  Andrews,  one  pound. 

“  Item.  I  give  to  my  grand-child  Ezekiel  Buck,  one  pound. 

“  Respecting  my  grandchild,  Joseph  Andrews,  my  son  John  Andrews  son,  if  he  sees  meet  to  let  him  con¬ 
tinue  wth  my  wife  and  my  son  Benjamin  till  he  is  one  and  twenty  years,  he  shall  have  fifteen  pounds  and 
two  suits  of  apparel.  If  he  sees  cause  to  take  him  away  before  he  is  of  that  age,  I  do  give  him  nothing, 
and  he  shall  pay  nothing  for  the  time  I  have  kept  him. 

« item.  I  give  to  my  daughter  Mary  Barnes,  my  black  heifer,  that  is  two  years  old. 

“Item.  I  give  to  my  daughter  Hannah  Richards,  two  yearlings. 

“  Item.  I  give  to  my  daughter  Rachel  Buck,  my  two  year  old  red  heifer.  My  will  is  that  my  son  Ben¬ 
jamin  Andrews  shall  be  my  whole  and  sole  executor,  and  I  desire  my  loving  friends  Capt.  John  Stanley 
and  Isack  Moore,  to  be  the  overseeing  of  my  will  with  my  son  Daniel  Andrews.  Upon  second  considera¬ 
tion  of  my  will,  considering  the  contents  thereof,  and  my  just  debts  being  considered,  I  find  them  more 
than  I  expected,  make  this  my  whole  and  sole  testament,  and  determined  will,  that  all  the  cattle  excepting 
such  as  are  mentioned,  and  given  by  will  to  my  loving  wife  and  Benjamin,  shall  be  set  at  liberty  for  the 
discharging  my  just  debts  with  the  swine  and  the  corn  as  before  exprest.  All  just  debts  being  discharged, 
my  will  is  that  the  legacies  shall  have  what  remains  of  my  cattle,  except  those  given  to  my  loving  wife 
and  my  son  Benjamin,  by  that  proportion  as  is  specified  in  my  will  to  them.  Furthermore  I  give  to  my 
executor  that  liberty  to  pay  the  legacies  to  my  grand-children  within  six  or  seven  years. 

Witness:  Robert  Porter  John  X  Andrews  Senr 

Wm.  Lewis  Senr 

1681/2,  Feb’y  15.  Vol.  IV,  p  87  C  C:  “The  Inventory  of  the  Estate  of  John  Andrews  deceast: 

To  house  &  Homestead . 

To  16  acres  of  meadow  Land  in  the  second  meadow 
To  20  acres  of  Land  in  the  great  swamp 
To  40  acres  of  Land  lyeing  by  Midleton  path 
To  4  acres  of  upland  ...... 

To  12  acres  of  Land  abutting  on  Thomas  Bulls  Land 


80-00-00 

10-00-00 

08-10-00 

02-00-00 

10-00-00 


- 
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To  one  yoake  of  oxen  £12-00-00 

To  two  foare  yeare  old  Horss .  03-00-00 

To  Two  Cowes  £7-10,  to  2  year  old  heifers  £4  .......  11-10-00 

To  Two  year  old,  two  pounds  ...........  02-00-00 

To  one  mare  &  coalt  ............  04-10-00 

To  one  mare  &  coalt  .............  04-10-00 

To  7  swine,  six  pounds  ............  06-00-00 

Armes  &  ammunition  ............  02-10-00 

Beds  wth  boalsters,  coverings  &  curtains  &  steddalls  .......  10-10-00 

Lining  &  woolen  cloathes  &  Hatts  ..........  10-19-00 

Com  in  the  bam  &  house  <5t  Hay  ..........  15-08-00 

A  Bareli  &  %  of  porck  ............  05-15-00 

To  17  lines  of  other  household  and  farm  items  ........  37-17-00 

Debts  due  from  the  estate  £2-4)6-06  - 

This  Inventory  was  taken  by  us:  Tho:  Porter  £321-19-00” 


Rich: Seamor 
Tho:  Heart 

1681/2,  Mch.  2.  P  50  Do:  “The  Last  Will  &  Testament  of  John  Andrews  of  Farmington  was  exhibited 
in  court  &  proved  and  ordered  to  be  recorded  together  with  the  Inventory  of  his  estate  &  the  widdow  of 
sayd  Andrews  made  oath  that  she  made  a  true  presentment  of  the  estate  of  the  deceased  so  far  as  she  at 
present  knowes  &  If  more  comes  to  Knowledg  she  will  cause  it  to  be  added  to  the  Inventory.” 

1722,  June  12.  P  389  S’th’n  Hist:  John  Andrus  is  No.  14  among  the  84  proprietors  of  1772  to  whom 
are  now  distributed  the  “South  Division”  in  Southington.  His  lot  was  66r  by  4 1 2r  with  contents  of  \69?{ 
acres. 

1728,  Dec.  15.  H  391  Do:  John  Andrus  is  now  31st  in  the  “Shuttle  Meadow  Division.”  His  lot 
was  18  or  5  feet  wide  and  contained  70  acres. 


CHILDREN 

(all  bom  at  Farmington) 

1.  MARY  b.  1643;  m.  Thomas  Barnes 

She  was  bp.  May  16,  1658;  was  2d  wife  of  Thomas.  He  died  and  she  m.  (2)  a  1682, - Bronson.  They  lived 

in  Farmington.  In  1683  her  mother  in  will  calls  her  Mary  Bronson. 

2.  JOHN  b.  1645;  m. - ;  he  d.  bef.  1713,  ae  a  68  shed.  5  ch 

He  was  bp.  May  16,  1658.  They  lived  in  Hartford. 

3.  HANNAH  b.  Feb’y  26,  1646/7;  m.  a  1666,  Obidiah  Richards;  she  d.  a  1681,  a:  a  34  he  d.  Nov.  11,  1702  7  ch 

She  was  bp.  May  16,  1658.  They  lived  in  Waterbury.  He  m.  (2)  a  1682,  Rachael  and  by  her  had  3  children.  3  ch 
She  d.  a  May,  1725;  his  inv’y,  £148-18-00. 

4.  ABRAHAM  b.  Oct.  31,  1648;  m.  a  1682,  Sarah  Porter;  he  d.  May  3,  1693,  ae  45  shed.  6  ch 

He  was  bp.  Apl.  2,  1654.  She  joined  Farmington  Ch  July  15,  1683.  They  were  orig.  prop,  of  Waterbury; 
his  inv’y,  £177-17-00.  She  m.  (2)  Mch.,  1707,  James  Benedict  of  Danbury. 

5.  DANIEL  b.  May  27,  1649;  m. - ;  he  d.  Apl.  16,  1731,  ae  82  shed.  10  ch 

He  was  bp.  Apl.  2,  1654,  and  joined  church  May  24,  1692.  They  lived  in  Farmington,  where  he  was  towns¬ 
man,  &c. 

6.  JOSEPH  b.  May  26,  1651;  m.  a  1677,  Rebecca - ;  he  d.  Apl.  27,  1706,  ae  55  she  d.  a  Sept.,  1710  7  ch 

He  was  bp.  Apl.  2,  1654.  They  lived  in  Farmington  and  Newington.  He  bought  the  saw  mill  in  Newington 
in  1702;  his  inv’y,  £413-07-04. 

7.  RACHEL  b.  1654;  m.  Mch.  18,  1675,  Ezekiel  Buck  (see  below) 

8.  STEPHEN  b.  1656;  he  d.  young  probably.  He  was  bp.  June  6,  1656. 

9.  BENJAMIN  b.  1659;  m.  May  26,  1682,  Mary  Smith;  he  d.  a  Sept.,  1727,  ae  69  she  d.  Jan’y,  1707  8  ch 

He  was  bp.  June  17,  1659.  They  joined  Ch  Jan’y  3,  1686/7.  They  lived  in  Farmington  in  the  homestead  of 
his  father.  He  m.  (2)  June  14,  1710  Wid.  Dorcas  Wright  Wetmore  of  Middletown,  her  3d  marriage.  She  d. 

Dec.  4,  1716.  He  then  m.  (3)  Sarah - ;  7  children  named  in  will.  Inv’y,  £508-14-03. 
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Ezekiel  Buck  b.  1651  m.  Rachel  Andrews  b.  1654 

Jacob  Griswold  b.  1690  m.  Comfort  Buck  b.  1692 

Capt.  Solomon  Buell  b.  1715  m.  Eunice  Griswold  b.  1721 

Ira  Buell  b.  1745  m.  Prudence  Deming  b.  1741 

Nathan  Bassett  b.  1769  m.  Mehitable  Buell  b.  1774 

Ozias  Buell  Bassette  b.  1807  m.  Emeline  Eno  b.  1805 

Frederick  Henry  Bassette  b.  1839  m.  Margaret  Anderson  b.  1844 


. 
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JAMES  BELL  b. 

ESTHER  LUGG  m.  a  1656 

b.  1634  d.  May,  1676 

d.  after  1714 

1634.  Esther  Lugg  was  the  eldest  of  five  breth- 
ren,  and  the  only  one  born  in  England,  prior  to  the 
family’s  removal  to  Boston,  with  her  a  baby  in 
arms.  She  was  born  close  to  Gloucester,  the  capital 
of  Gloucestershire.  Her  birth  year  is  obtained 
from  the  deed  of  1714  below,  made  when  she  was 
“a  widow  four  score  years  of  age”.  Esther  was 
twenty-two  years  old  when  married,  we  figure,  and 
we  find  her  next  at  her  new  home  in  Taunton, 
where  she  figures  in  the  following  sad  episode. 

1667,  Nov.  18.  Vol.  IV,  p  174  P  C:  “Timothy 
Poole,  son  of  Captaine  Wiliam  Poole,  being  about 
twenty  five  yeares  old,  on  the  15th  day  of  Novem¬ 
ber,  1667,  in  the  morning,  went  from  the  house  of 
James  Bell,  pretending  to  goe  to  kill  some  fowle, 
to  a  smale  pond  about  halfe  a  mile  from  the  house 
of  James  Bell;  Hester,  the  wife  of  James  Bell,  re¬ 
ported  that  Timothy  Poole  told  her  that  hee  had 
killed  some  fowle,  and  that  hee  had  some  expecta¬ 
tion  to  kill  some  more;  but  returning  not  that  day, 
James  Bell,  comeing  home  to  his  house  that  day, 
made  some  serch  in  the  woods  for  him,  but  not 
finding  him,  came  to  the  towne  to  have  some 
others  to  goe  to  seek  him.”  Six  men  with  Bell  went 
out  and  succeeded  in  finding  him  at  the  bottom  of 
a  pond,  “perished  in  and  by  the  water  and  the  ex¬ 
tremity  of  cold;  and  this  the  verdict  of  the  jury 
which  was  warned  by  the  constable.” 

1676/7,  Feb’y  11.  Vol.  VIII,  p  69  P  C:  It  is  now 
nine  months  since  her  husband  was  killed  by  the 
Indians,  and  she  takes  Richard  Marshall  for  a 
second  husband,  at  Taunton.  Thus  she  acquires  a 
new  helper  for  her  large  family  of  which  the  oldest 
was  now  in  her  19th  year  and  the  oldest  boy  just 
past  twelve. 

1677,  June  7.  Vol.  V,  part  I,  p  160  P  Ct,  Plym¬ 
outh:  Administration  of  the  James  Bell  estate  is 


1644,  July  1.  Vol.  I,  p  89  G  C,  New'  Haven: 
“At  a  Genal‘  Court,”  Theophilus  Eaton,  Governor 
of  New  Haven  Colony,  took  the  oath  of  fidelity; 
“then  he  gave  itt  to  all  those  whose  names  are 
hereunder  written.”  Among  the  182  names  that 
follow  are  our  Hen:  Peck,  Benjamin  Willmott, 
Rich:  Spery  and  James  Bell.  Savage  says,  “James 
Bell  was,  perhaps,  brother  of  Abraham  Bell  of 
New  Haven.  Moved  to  Charlestown  and  may 
have  removed  to  Taunton.”  Abraham  is  reported 
in  Charlestown  in  1647,  but  we  find  no  reference 
to  James  there.  James  is,  however,  in  the  first 
freeman’s  list  at  Taunton  as  follows.  We  have  no 
knowledge  as  to  his  domicile  in  the  Mother 
Country. 

1657.  Vol.  VIII,  p  27  P  C:  Fifty  men  take  the 
freeman’s  oath  at  Taunton  this  year.  They  are 
listed  under  the  heading:  “The  Names  of  such  of 
Taunton  as  have  taken  the  Oath  of  Fidelitie  in  the 
yeare  1657.”  In  the  list  James  Bell  has  seventh 
place  and  James  Bell  again  has  thirty  eighth 
place.  We  believe  this  to  be  a  duplication,  for  we 
find  no  evidence  that  there  were  two  James  Bells 
in  Taunton  at  this  time.  Our  Nicholas  White  and 
Robert  Crossman  are  also  among  the  fifty.  It  is 
probable  that  James  Bell  married  Esther  in  Boston 
about  this  time,  but  there  is  no  record  thereof. 
They  lived  together  for  twenty  years  in  Taunton 
or  until  he  lost  his  life  in  King  Philip’s  war.  As 
Horace  says: 

“When  discord  dreadful  bursts  her  brazen  bars, 
And  shatters  locks  to  thunder  forth  her  wars.” 

Local  records  destroyed  would  have  shown  more 
peaceful  pursuits  than  the  Plymouth  Court  Rec¬ 
ords,  no  doubt,  for  James  Bell  was  an  active  man 
in  peace  as  well  as  war. 

1659,  May  3.  Vol.  VII,  p  81  P  C:  “Att  the 
Plymouth  Colony  Court,  two  actions  were  entered 
by  James  Leonard  against  James  Bell  of  Taunton 
but  not  pleaded  to.  The  charges  allowed  by  the 
plaintife  and  payed.”  What  it  was  all  about  does 
not  appear.  The  action  did  not  close  the  case 
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granted  to  Richard  Marshall  and  Esther  Marshall 
who  give  bonds  for  £60  security.  The  Court  orders 
that  Esther  Marshall  shall  have  the  disposal  of 
her  former  husband  James  Bell’s  estate  “  untill  the 
children  is  brought  upp,  and  the  proffitts  of  the 
lands,  and  then  the  said  Esther  to  have  the  thirds 
of  the  p’sonall  and  the  thirds  of  the  proffitts  of  the 
lands,  according  to  law”. 

1713/14,  Mch.  4.  Vol.  VI,  p  362  Maine  H  &  G 
Rec;  f’m  Taunton,  Mass.  L  R:  “Easter  Marshall, 
a  widow  four  score  years  of  age,  living  in  Norton, 
whose  maiden  name  was  Hester  Lugg,  dau  of  Mr. 
John  Lugg  and  Jane  Lugg  his  wife,  who  lived  near 
the  city  of  Gloucester  in  Great  Britain,  for  and  in 
consideration  of  the  care  which  her  son-in-law, 
John  Hall  of  said  Norton,  hath  for  many  years 
past  taken  of  her  in  her  old  age,  and  that  he  con- 
tinueth  to  take  the  like  care  of  her,  and  hath 
obliged  himself  to  provide  for  her  all  things  neces- 
sary  for  her  comfort  during  her  natural  life,  and 
for  other  good  causes  and  considerations  especially 
moving”  ....  gives  all  her  rights  “in  the 
estate  of  her  honored  father  and  mother,  John 
Lugg  and  Jane  Lugg,  deceased,  and  in  any  other 
estate  of  her  kindred  and  relatives  which  might 
come  to  her  in  Great  Britain  or  New  England,  to 
her  son-in-law  John  Hall”,  who  she  appoints  her 
attorney.  Her  death  is  not  recorded;  hence  we 
shall  probably  never  know  how  much  beyond  80 
she  lived. 


apparently  for  nearly  three  years  later  we  find  the 
following  entry. 

1661/2,  Mch.  4.  Vol.  IV,  p  6  P  C:  “Att  the 
Generali  Court,  Conserning  a  controversy  betwixt 
James  Leonard  and  James  Bell,  both  of  Taunton, 
the  Court  have  ordered  and  deputed  Captaine 
Willett  to  heare  and  determine  the  same.” 

1664,  Aug.  2.  P  78  Do:  “Att  the  Generali 
Court,”  a  jury  makes  report  on  the  “occation  of 
the  death  of  Lieut  James  Wyatt  of  Taunton”.  In 
the  report  they  say:  “John  Hall,  Thomas  Deane, 
and  James  Bell  rode  to  the  meddow,  and  there 
found  that  hee  had  cutt  some  grasse,  and  was  gone 
out  of  the  meddow,  and  there  was  fallen  downe 
dead;  and  upon  search,  the  said  jury  finds  not  any 
cause  of  any  violent  death,  butt  the  ymediatt 
hand  of  the  Lord ;  and  this  is  the  agreement  of  us 
all.” 

1664,  Oct.  4.  P  84  Do:  James  Bell  of  Taunton 
was  fined  3s  4 d  “for  strikeing  John  Eedey”. 

1665,  June  9.  Vol.  VIII,  p  1 14  P  C:  Up  to  this 
time  at  least  the  fine  was  not  paid,  for  this  item 
appears  among  others  due  the  Court:  “Item  by 
James  Bell,  03s  04d.” 

1668,  July  7.  Vol.  IV,  p  188  P  C:  This  item  in 
the  General  Court  minutes  adds  yet  one  more  con¬ 
troversy  to  his  fame  at  Plymouth:  “  In  reference 
into  a  controversy  between  an  Indian  called  Peter 
and  James  Bell  of  Taunton,  about  a  dear,  the 
Court  have  ordered  that  the  said  Bell  shall  pay  or 


cause  to  be  payed  into  the  said  Indian  the  sume  of  15s;  and  for  his  neglect  and  contempt  in  not  observe- 
ng  of  the  order  of  the  celectmen  of  the  towne  of  Taunton  about  that  matter  hee  was  centanced  by  the 
Court  to  paye  the  sume  of  10s  to  the  collonies  use.” 

1672,  Nov.  26.  Vol.  IV,  p  232  P  R,  Taunton:  Here  is  recorded  the  deed  to  the  4-mile  tract  bought  of 
King  Philip.  It  constitutes  the  South  Purchase  and  cost  £273  in  all.  In  the  list  of  88  “Associates”  con¬ 
cerned  we  find  our  James  Bell. 


1675,  June  24.  P  93  Taunton  Hist  (1893):  “The  names  of  the  heads  of  Families  in  Taunton  anno 
domini  1675,  when  King  Philip’s  war  began.”  There  were  96  in  this  list,  four  being  ours:  James  Bell, 
Robert  Crossman,  Daniel  Fisher  &  Nicholas  White  Sen  r.  The  Indians  made  their  first  attack  on  Taunton 
on  June  24th. 

1675,  Dec.  29.  P  386  Do:  In  the  famous  Narragansett  Swamp  fight,  in  the  dead  of  Winter,  which 
aided  our  forces  over  the  frozen  swamp,  1,500  Colonists  attacked  3,000  Indians  all  told  in  their  greatest 
stronghold,  near  Kingston,  R.  I.  Many  Taunton  soldiers  and  officers  were  engaged.  James  Bell  was  one 
of  them  and  he  was  wounded.  Our  James  Eno  from  Windsor,  Conn.,  was  there  too.  It  was  probably  the 
valor  of  James  Bell  in  this  fight  that  inspired  the  General  Court  to  the  action  following. 

1675/6,  Mch.  7.  Vol.  V,  p  188  P  C:  “The  Court  have  granted  libertie  unto  James  Bell  to  improve  the 
iland  called  Quelaquas,  att  Assowamsett,  to  plant  to  sow  corn  on  and  to  take  in  Joseph  Wood  with  him 
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therein,  if  hee,  the  said  Wood,  will,  and  also  other  of  the  naighbors  att  Taunton,  as  the  said  Bell  shall  see 
cause.” 

1676,  Apl.  15.  P  387  Taunton  Hist:  The  inhabitants  of  Taunton  declined  to  leave  their  homes  at  the 
invitation  of  a  committee  from  the  towns  on  the  Cape.  Their  affectionate  letter  of  declination  has  been 
preserved.  So  much  is  involved  in  a  decision!  Very  shortly  after  this  time  our  James  Bell  and  his  two 
young  sons  were  killed  in  an  engagement  with  the  Indians  at  a  place  called  Nesquabananset  (East  Taunton). 

1676,  May.  P  388  Do:  This  is  the  time  of  the  engagement  at  East  Taunton  when  James  Bell  was  killed 
with  two  of  his  sons.  Of  the  four  sons  we  have  evidence  that  the  second  and  third  boys  lived  to  manhood. 
Hence  those  killed  must  have  been  the  oldest,  John,  15  years  old,  and  little  Joseph  only  six  years  old. 
Sergeant  James  Phillips,  Henry  Andrews  and  Edward  Barrett  were  killed  at  the  same  time,  these  losses 
together  leaving  32  fatherless  children  in  Taunton.  If  James  Bell  was  21  when  he  took  the  oath  of  alle¬ 
giance  at  New  Haven  he  would  now  be  53  years  old  and  we  judge  this  to  be  approximately  correct. 

1676,  Aug.  12.  Vol.  19,  p  376  Standard  Enc  (1912):  King  Philip,  brave  but  misguided,  sachem  of  the 
Wampanoag  tribe,  was  slain  at  midnight,  having  been  trapped  and  surrounded  by  a  Company  under 
Capt.  Benjamin  Church.  This  ended  the  war.  Philip  was  the  second  son  of  Massasoit,  who  was  for  nearly 
40  years  the  first  and  staunchest  ally  of  the  Pilgrims  of  Plymouth  and  had  given  English  names  to  his 
two  sons.  In  the  war  13  towns  were  destroyed  and  600  settlers  were  slain.  On  the  other  side,  in  the  single 
engagement  against  the  great  fort  of  the  Narragansetts,  led  by  Governor  Winslow,  600  warriors  and  1,000 
of  their  women  and  children  were  slain.  Philip’s  head  was  exposed  on  a  gibbet  at  Plymouth  for  twenty 
years,  while  today  a  heroic  statue  of  his  father  Massasoit  stands  in  perpetual  testimony  to  the  noble  char¬ 
acter  that  lurks  in  savage  breast  when  treated  squarely  with  Christian  concern  and  forbearance. 

1677,  June  7.  Vol.  V,  p  160  P  Ct,  Plymouth:  “  In  reference  to  the  dispose  of  the  estate  of  James  Bell 
deceased,  the  Court  have  ordered  that  the  said  Esther  Marshall  shall  have  the  disposall  therof  untill  the 
child  (ren)  is  brought  upp,  and  the  proffitts  of  the  lands,  and  then  the  said  Ester  to  have  the  thirds  of  the 
psonall  estate  and  the  thirds  of  the  proffetts  of  the  lands,  according  to  law.” 

1677,  June  7.  P  160  Do:  ‘‘The  Generali  Court,  now  siting:  Richard  Marshall  of  Taunton,  and  Ester, 
his  wife  stand  bound  unto  the  Court  joyntly  and  severally  in  the  penall  sume  of  £60-00-00.  The  condi¬ 
tion,  that  wheras  the  said  Richard  and  Ester  Marshall  have  obtained  letters  of  adminnestration  to  ad¬ 
minister  on  the  istate  of  James  Bell,  deceased,  if,  therefore,  the  said  Richard  and  Ester  Marshall  shall 
and  doe  pay,  or  cause  to  be  payed,  all  such  debts  and  legacyes  are  due  and  owing  to  any  from  the  said 
estate  so  farr  and  by  equall  proportions  as  the  estate  will  amount  unto,  and  alsoe  the  childrens  portions, 
acording  to  order  of  Court,  and  save  and  keep  harmles  the  said  Govr  and  Court  from  all  damage  that 
might  acrew  unto  them  by  theire  adminnestration,  and  keep  a  faire  accompt  thereof,  and  make  returne 
thereof  unto  the  said  Court  when  by  them  required,  that  then  the  said  obligation  to  be  void  and  of  none 
effect,  or  otherwise  to  remaine  in  full  force,  strength,  and  vertue.” 

1679,  March.  Vol.  39,  p  106  L  R,  Taunton:  The  General  Court  granted  land  to  the  descendents  of 
James  Bell  for  his  services  in  the  Narragansett  Swamp  fight,  “at  a  place  called  Quabbin,  being  the  sixty- 
third  in  number”  -  a  non-settler’s  lot.  Other  soldiers  of  this  Narragansett  expedition  probably  had 
similar  grants  later  since  in  1685  they  petition  thus:  “We  think  we  have  reason  to  fear  our  days  may  be 
much  shortened  by  our  hard  service  in  that  war  from  the  pains  and  aches  of  our  bodies  that  we  feel  in 
our  bones  and  sinews  and  lameness  thereby  taking  hold  of  us  much  especially  in  the  Spring  and  Fall.” 

1682,  June  6.  Vol.  VI,  p  104  P  C:  Major  Peleg  Sanford  Esq.  presents  to  Plymouth  Gen’l  Court  a  net 
bill  of  £103-09-9,  which  includes  Gen’l  Josiah  Winslow’s  debits  in  the  Rhode  Island  campaign  against 
the  Narragansetts  in  1675.  In  this  account  there  are  these  items: 

"To  Sergt  Witherell,  James  Bell  &  White  for  their  diatt,  lodging,  and  attendance,  two  of  them 

one  month  &  one  of  them  thre  weeks  at  8s  p  weeke  .......  £04-08-00 

“To  cash  to  James  Bell  to  bear  his  charges  home  ........  £00-04-00 

"To  8  yds  of  duffls  to  Sergt  Witherly,  James  Bell  and  other  Taunton  men,  that  came  wounded 
to  my  house  December  24  .......... 


£02-08-00” 
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1682,  Apl.  8.  P  330  Taunton  Hist  (1893):  Sons  James  Bell  and  Nathaniel  Bell  are  assigned  to  the  4th 
Squadron  of  the  military  company  of  Taunton,  “in  order  to  their  Bringing  their  armes  to  meeting  on 
every  Sabbath  day  untill  the  last  of  October  according  to  Court  Order.”  In  1643  the  list  of  “all  the  males 
able  to  beare  armes  from  XVI  years  old  to  60  yeares”,  in  Taunton,  had  54  in  the  company.  Now,  39 
years  later,  the  military  company  has  grown  to  134  in  number. 

CHILDREN 

(all  recorded  in  Plymouth  Court  Records) 

1.  JANE  b.  Apl.  4,  1658 

2.  JOHN  b.  Aug.  15,  1660;  he  d.  May,  1676,  x  17 

He  was  killed  at  E.  Taunton,  King  Philips  War,  in  an  Indian  raid,  at  same  time  as  father  and  brother. 

3.  JAMES  b.  July  10,  1663;  m.  Hannah  Pray.  They  lived  in  Taunton. 

4.  NATHANIEL  b.  Jan’y  7,  1665.  He  lived  in  Taunton. 

5.  SARAH  b.  Sept.  15,  1666 

6.  ELIZABETH  b.  Nov.  15,  1668;  m.  Dec.  19,  1689,  Samuel  Crossman  (see  below) 

7.  MARY  b.  July  7,  1669;  m.  July  19,  1693,  Joseph  Hall 

They  are  ancestors  of  Capt.  John  W.  D.  Hall  of  Taunton,  Sec’y  of  the  Old  Colony  Historical  Society. 

8.  JOSEPH  b.  June  27,  1670;  he  d.  May,  1676,  x  6 

He  was  killed  at  E.  Taunton,  King  Philip’s  War,  at  same  time  as  father  and  brother. 

9.  ESTHER  b.  Aug.  15,  1672;  m.  Dec.  14,  1692,  John  Hall 

They  were  married  at  Taunton,  lived  in  Norton,  and  took  care  of  their  mother  "Easter  Marshall”  for  many 
years  in  her  old  age  as  a  widow. 


LINE  OF  DESCENT 

Samuel  Crossman  b.  1667  m.  Elizabeth  Bell  b.  1668 

William  Bassett  b.  1694  m.  Mary  Crossman  b.  a  1695 

William  Bassett  b.  1726  m.  Lydia  Fisher  b.  1730 

Nathan  Bassett  b.  1769  m.  Mehitable  Buell  b.  1774 

Ozias  Buell  Bassette  b.  1807  m.  Emeline  Eno  b.  1805 

Frederick  Henry  Bassette  b.  1839  m.  Margaret  Anderson  b.  1844 


THE  BISSELL  FAMILY 


1590.  Vol.  II,  p  76  Stiles:  This  is  the  year  com¬ 
monly  given  as  the  birthday  year  of  our  John  Bis- 
sell.  If  so  it  is  only  18  years  after  the  massacre  of 
St.  Bartholomew’s  day  in  France  when  his  Hugue¬ 
not  forefathers,  by  name  Bysselle,  escaped  from 
France  and  fled  to  England,  settling  in  Somerset¬ 
shire.  Our  Windsor  family  is  supposed  to  have 
come  from  here.  It  is  said  that  the  family  in  Eng¬ 
land  is  but  little  known  and  has  but  one  coat  of 
arms.  For  this  one  see  “Burke’s  Complete  Ar¬ 
mory.”  It  is  of  religious  character  rather  than 
warlike.  Motto  is  “In  rectitude,  Honor.” 

1628.  Do:  Tradition  says  that  he  landed  at 
Plymouth,  Mass.,  from  Somerset  Co.,  England, 
with  wife  and  three  children  in  1628,  in  company 

- - -  with  his  brother  Thomas  who  died  there  or  soon 

returned  to  England.  This  is  doubtful  as  is  also  the  tradition  that  Thomas  married  an  Indian  girl, 
daughter  of  the  Poquonnoc  Sachem,  and  died  without  issue  -  probably  says  Savage,  a  mixed  version  of  a 
similar  tradition  concerning  Thomas,  son  of  John.  The  family  of  John  is  the  only  one  of  the  name  certainly 
known  to  have  come  to  America  and  John  is  therefore  believed  to  be  the  ancestor  of  all  bearing  the  name  of 
Bissell  in  the  United  States.  A  pencil  memorandum  in  Stiles’  Windsor  History  at  the  N.  Y.  Public  Library 
in  longhand,  says:  “John  Bissell’s  Huguenot  Bible  in  Weston,  Pa.” 


JOHN  BISSELL  b.  1590 

ELIZABETH  THOMPSON  m.  (1) 

b.  Elizabeth  Thompson 

d.  May  21,  1641  m.  (2) - 

he  d.  Oct.  13,  1677,  ae  86 

1641,  May  21.  Vol.  I,  p  40  B  M  D:  “The  wife 
of  John  Bissell  Dyed  May:21 : 1 64 1 InRev.Mat- 
thew  Grant’s  list  “John  Bissell’s  wife”  is  one  of 
four  persons  who  died  in  Windsor  in  the  year  1641. 
She  left  6  children  all  the  way  from  6  months  to  10 
or  12  years  of  age.  She  herself  was  perhaps  close  to 
35.  Julia  Bassette  Lee’s  record  gives  her  name  as 
Thompson,  but  we  have  not  seen  it  confirmed  else¬ 
where. 


1637,  Spring.  Vol.  I,  p.  409  Stiles:  There  is  a  tradition  in  the  Bissell  family  that  he  was  sent  to  England 
by  the  Colony  to  get  a  new  supply  of  cattle  to  replenish  the  stock  lost  in  the  severe  winter  just  passed. 
Further  that  he  returned  with  “17  cows  and  a  bull,”- and  as  a  reward  received  a  monopoly  of  the  Con¬ 
necticut  River  ferry.  This  is  doubtful,  however,  as  is  evident  by  the  next  entry  of  later  date. 


1639,  Aug.  17.  Vol.  I,  p  74  Stiles:  The  party  under  the  lead  of  Rev.  Ephraim  Huet  arrives  at  Windsor 
Conn.,  from  Dorchester,  Mass.  They  came  by  the  water  route.  The  Bissell  family  is  supposed  to  have 
been  a  part  of  it  as  also  our  Loomis  and  Griswold  families.  Rev.  Ephraim  Huet  had  been  a  minister  of 
Wraxall,  near  Kenilworth  in  Warwickshire  and  in  1638  was  proceeded  against  by  the  notorious  Archbishop 
Laud  for  neglect  of  ceremonies.  In  1639  he  came  from  England  with  w'ife  and  5  children  and  led  the  pil¬ 
grimage  from  Dorchester  to  Windsor  as  above. 

1640,  May  3.  P  873  Do:  John  Bissell  Sen’r  is  in  Rev.  Matthew  Grant’s  list  of  Windsor  Church  members 
as  having  joined  the  church  on  this  day  in  May.  He  is  the  second  one  in  the  list  of  those  “that  have  taken 
full  communion  since  we  came  here”  (from  Dorchester). 

1640,  July  2.  Vol.  I,  p  48  G  C:  John  Byssyll  appears  for  the  first  time  on  jury  service  at  Hartford. 
Evidently  he  was  good  at  it  for  he  sits  on  at  least  eleven  General  Court  juries  in  the  next  eight  years  up 
to  Dec.  5,  1649. 

1640/1,  Feb’y  4.  Vol.  I,  p  53  L  R:  “John  Bissel  hath  graunted  from  the  plantation  an  hcmelott  wth 
meado  adioyning  thirteen  acres,  the  length  is  from  the  greate  river  east,  and  backe  west  to  rockehill.” 
....  Fourteen  parcels  of  land  are  listed  after  this,  covering  two  large  pages.  There  are  five  plots  over 
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the  great  river,  mostly  three  miles  long;  one  covers  the  home  lot,  dwelling,  &c.,  of  123  acres  bought  of 
Susannah  Whiting.  There  are  35  acres  in  the  great  meadow;  20  acres  towards  Hartford;  24  acres  woodlot, 
&c.  His  house  was  located  on  the  lot  south  of  the  present  (1891)  garden  of  Henry  and  Stephen  Hills. 
Either  this  year  or  the  year  before  he  had  established  the  Scantic  Ferry  over  the  Connecticut  River.  The 
land  record  shows  that  he  was  an  active  dealer  in  lands.  The  remains  of  the  old  Bissell  house,  where  the 
line  between  the  Colonies  ran,  as  described  below,  were  to  be  seen  as  late  as  1751. 

1642,  June  14.  Vol.  55,  p  157  N  E  H  &  G:  “Woodward’s  and  Saffery’s  map  of  1642:  A  description 
of  the  extent  of  the  bounds  of  Massachusetts  Bay  Patent,  southward  lying  in  41  deg.  55  minutes  Latt; 
crossing  Connecticut  river  at  Windsor  fery  place,  the  house  of  John  Bissell  being  on  the  west  side,  and 
the  Widow  Gibbs  her  house  on  the  east  side  of  the  river.  Also  a  description  of  the  most  remarkable  rivers, 
brooks,  ponds,  hills,  playns,  swamps,  situation  of  Indians  discover’d  by  the  waye,  with  Latt;  of  Spring- 
field  42  deg.  6  minutes,  and  the  trading  house  of  Oronoco,  the  14th  of  ye  4“’  mo11'  1642. 

by  Nath.  Woodward  &  Solomon  Saffery.” 

1642,  Sept.  29.  Vol.  I,  p  48  G  C:  “That  the  Country  may  be  better  enabled  to  kill  yearely  some  Beves 
for  supply  of  Leather,  It  is  ordered  that  no  calves  be  killed  without  approbation  of  two  men  within  each 
Towne.”  John  Bissell  and  John  Porter  were  the  Committee  for  Windsor. 

1645,  Apl.  10.  P  140  Do:  “John  Byssell  is  ffreed  fro  trayneing”.  This  may  mean  that  he  has  reached 
the  age  of  60  years;  but  if  we  accept  the  birth  date  above  he  is  now  but  55.  It  is  more  likely  that  his 
ferry  service  had  earned  this  consideration. 

1645/6,  Mch.  5.  P  149  Do:  Before  the  General  Court  of  this  date  John  Byssell  figures  as  plaintiff  in 
2  law  suits.  He  wins  one  and  loses  one. 

1648,  May  18.  P  176  Do:  Jo:  Byssell  sat  today  as  Deputy  for  Windsor  in  the  General  Court  which 
generally  met  at  Hartford.  From  this  date  he  was  a  continuous  representative  for  Windsor  up  to  at  least 
1660.  After  this  he  appears  again  as  deputy  on  May  12,  1664,  up  to  which  time  he  had  attended  not  less 
than  46  sessions  of  the  General  and  Particular  Court.  Forty-five  of  them  were  before  the  Union  of  the 
Connecticut  and  New  Haven  Colonies  by  the  King  Charles  Charter  of  April  20,  1662.  He  was  frequently 
appointed  on  the  important  committees  of  the  Court. 

1648/9,  Jan’y  25.  P  186  Do:  “John  Bissell  undertakes  to  keepe  and  carefully  to  attend  the  fferry  over 
the  Great  River  at  Wyndsor  for  the  full  Tearme  of  seven  years  from  this  day”  provided  that  “hee  will 
provide  a  sufficient  Boate  for  the  carrying  over  of  horse  and  foott  uppon  all  occasions”,  <3cc.  Leading  to 
this  Ferry  was  the  Ferry  Road.  Bissell’s  Ferry  accommodated  the  three  towns  of  Windsor,  Hartford  and 
Wethersfield  in  their  journeyings  to  and  fro  between  Connecticut  and  the  Bay  and  also  Springfield.  A  full 
history  of  this  ferry  is  given  in  Stiles  Vol.  I,  p  409. 

1649,  May  16.  P  195  Do:  John  Bissell  brings  suit  for  39s  damages  against  James  Eggleston  but  the 
Court  finds  against  him.  This  is  the  James  Eggleston  who  married  Hester  Williams,  the  first  white  child 
born  at  Hartford,  who  on  Eggleston’s  death  married  our  James  Eno. 

1650,  Sept.  12.  Vol.  II,  p  8  G  C:  Mr.  Gayler  and  John  Bissell  are  chosen  by  the  Court  as  arbitrators 
between  two  contestants  “and  to  put  an  issue  thereunto”. 

1651/2,  Mch.  24.  Vol.  I,  p  8  T  V:  “There  ware  three  men  chossen  to  take  a  vew  of  the  state  of  the 
Towne  according  to  the  order  of  Court  for  that  purpose:  Henery  Wolcott  Commissioner,  John  Bissell, 
Mathew  Grant.” 

1652,  Aug.  20.  P  10  Do:  “And  for  Townes  men  for  ye  yeare  insuing  or  till  new  be  chosen  ware  Deken 
Gayler,  John  Bissell”  among  seven.  Next  year  likewise  he  was  chosen,  and  at  various  times  in  later  years. 

1653,  Sept.  8.  Vol.  II,  p  40  G  C:  “Lieut.  Cooke  is  to  have  50  acres  in  Massacoe  on  boath  sides  the 
River,  next  above  the  Fauls.  John  Bissell  is  allso  to  have  60  acres  on  both  sides  the  aforesaid  River,  next 
the  Leiftennant.”  This  is  recorded  at  Windsor  in  Vol.  I,  p  152  LR,  on  July  4,  1655,  and  is  one  of  the 
earliest  references  to  Massacoe  or  Simsbury  to  be  found  in  colonial  records. 
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1653/4,  Mch.  2.  Vol.  II,  p  47  C  C:  “John  Bissell  In  the  Behalfe  of  the  Towne  of  Windsor”  brings  suit 
for  £15  against  Edward  Ellmore,  et  al,  which  by  “Consent  &  Agreement  is  referred  to  Arbitratyon”. 

1655,  June  7.  P  67  Do:  “In  the  action  of  Jo:  Bissell  pit  and  Rich:  ffellows  defendt  the  Jury  finds  for 
the  pit  £12  acording  to  ye  Bill  &  ye  Costs  of  Courte.”  Bissell  loses  however  in  the  same  Court  his  suit 
against  Tho.  Ford  for  £4. 

1655,  July  4.  Vol.  I,  p  147  L  R:  “John  Bissell  hath  Granted  by  the  Court,  to  take  fifty  acres  of  medow, 
at  Massaco,  on  both  sides  the  River,  in  the  Second  meadow.” 

1655,  Sept.  6.  Vol.  I,  p  93  Stiles:  Four  offenders  frighten  the  wife  of  Wm  Hayden  “by  riotous  mis- 
behavior”,  and  at  local  Court  they  are  made  to  put  up  bonds  of  £20  each  to  keep  the  peace.  John  Bissell 
puts  up  the  bonds. 

1655.  Vol.  II,  p  1  T  V:  “The  towne  payments  this  yeare”:  one  is  to  “John  Bissell  for  managing  an 
actio  against  Hartford  men,  £00-08-00  ”.  On  page  2  there  is  this  item:  “for  1,000  of  nayles  of  John  Bissell 
00-15-00”. 

1655/56,  Mch.  1st  Thurs.  Vol.  II,  p  85  C  C  :  “Robert  Munroe  complains  of  John  Bissell  for  missdi- 
menor  in  taking  the  lock  from  the  seller  dore  wherby  his  liquors  weare  indangered  if  not  indammaged.” 
At  same  court  “John  Bissell  complaines  of  Mr.  Williams,  Mr.  Heyden  and  Robert  Munroe  for  missdimenor 
in  breaking  open  his  seller  dore  and  other  things  at  the  same  time.” 

1656,  May  15.  Vol.  II,  p  70  G  C:  “This  Courte  doth  grant  that  John  Bissell  shall  keepe  the  ferry  at 
Wyndsor  for  the  next  ensuing  yeare.”  One  condition  was  that  he  must  carry  troopers  to  and  from  “Spring- 
field  town”  free  of  charge. 

1656.  Vol.  I,  p  117  Stiles:  This  interesting  Indian  episode  is  told:  “As  Bissell  was  at  work  at  hay  one 
day  in  the  meadow,  a  Scantic  Indian  came  running  toward  him  and  implored  his  protection.  Directing 
him  to  lie  down,  Mr.  Bissell  rolled  a  cock  of  hay  upon  him,  thus  effectively  concealing  him.  He  had  hardly 
done  this  when  the  Mohawks  came  running  furiously  in  pursuit,  who  wished  to  know  of  Mr.  Bissell  if  he 
had  seen  the  fugitive.  He  pointed  to  a  particular  direction  which  the  Indians  eagerly  followed  and  thus 
the  poor  Scantic  Indian  was  saved.” 

1656,  June  5.  Vol.  II,  p  89  C  C:  “Goodman  Bissell  is  fyned  five  shillings  for  Indians  being  drunke  with 
syder  which  they  had  att  his  house.” 

1656/7,  Feb’y  17.  Vol.  I,  p  33  T  V:  “Also  men  chossen  to  goe  a  preambulation  when  Hartford  men 
call:  John  Bissell”  &  two  others. 

1657,  May  21.  Vol.  II,  p  81  G  C:  “This  Court  doth  appoint  John  Bissell  to  keep  the  Ferry  for  one 
yeare  -  at  his  old  house.”  John  Bissell  sen’r  is  now  67  years  old  but  he  still  has  the  spirit  of  the  “Con- 
querer  of  the  Wild”.  The  reference  to  “his  old  house”  means  that  he  has  built  or  is  in  the  process  of 
building  a  new  house  on  the  east  side  of  the  Connecticut  below  the  mouth  of  the  Scantic,  as  Stiles  points 
out  in  Vol.  I,  p  536.  Here  he  became  probably  the  first  settler  on  the  East  side.  "The  Bissells  were  un¬ 
doubtedly,”  says  Stiles,  “the  pioneers  of  the  East  Windsor  emigration”.  Here  they  became  very  large 
land  holders,  among  their  purchases  being  a  track  bought  of  the  Indians  which  included  the  present 
location  (1893)  of  Osborn’s  Mill  on  the  Scantic  River.  Not  only  did  they  purchase  much  Indian  land  for 
themselves,  but  as  agents  of  the  town  of  Windsor,  they  purchased  large  tracts  also.  On  completion  of 
the  new  house  John  Bissell  Sen’r  moved  into  it  with  son  Nathaniel  and  in  1662  John  Sen’r  deeded  to 
John  Jun’r  the  old  house,  John  Jun’r  having  succeeded  his  father  in  control  of  the  ferry.  In  1675  the 
new  East  side  house  was  garrisoned  because  of  the  war  with  King  Philip. 

1657/8,  Mch.  4.  Vol.  II,  p  111  C  C:  “In  the  action  betwene  John  Bissell  pit  &  Richard  ffellows  de¬ 
fendt  for  trespasse  by  swyne  &  other  cattle  the  Jury  findes  for  the  pit  damages  £1-08-00  &  coste  of  Court.” 
Both  Bissell  and  ffellowes  were  fined  however  “for  disorderly  cariage  in  the  Court”,  10s  each. 
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1657/8,  Mch.  11.  Vol.  II,  p  91  G  C:  The  Court  now  makes  deal  with  John  Bissell  Junior  of  Windsor 
that  “the  Ferry  there,  over  the  Great  River  shall  bee  &  belong  to  him  for  the  space  of  ten  years  next 
ensueing,”  at  rates  8d  for  any  beast,  2d  for  any  attendant;  3d  for  any  single  person.  Windsor  people 
however  get  half  price  on  first  two  items.  Public  ferries  were  an  institution  of  long  standing,  but  public 
stage-coaches  were  unknown  until  1662,  the  year  when  John  Bissell  Sen’r  left  the  old  homestead  and 
ferry  for  the  east  side,  when  the  first  stage-coach  to  be  established  ran  between  Manchester  and  Liver¬ 
pool. 

1659/60,  Jan’y  18.  Vol.  I,  p  178  Stiles:  John  Bissell  Sen’r  is  in  the  list  of  those  who  paid  6s  to  William 
Buell  and  were  placed  in  the  long  seats  in  the  meeting  house. 

1662,  June  13.  Vol.  II,  p  175  C  C:  John  Bissell  is  on  the  Grand  Jury  at  Hartford. 

1662/3,  Jan’y  20.  Vol.  I,  p  204  L  R:  John  Bissell  here  gives  to  his  son  Nathaniel  a  two  page  deed, 
including  a  part  of  the  Whiting  estate,  with  this  proviso:  “In  case  John  Bissell  his  father  dyes  before 
his  now  present  mother-in-law,  and  if  shee  shall  be  willing  and  chuse  to  have  ye  use  of  the  parlor  for  her 
aboad  that  Nathaniell  shall  Lett  her  have  the  free  use  of  it  During  her  Life.”  This  is  the  first  notice  we 
have  of  a  second  wife.  She  died  Mch.  29,  1665,  “the  wife  of  John  Bissell  Senr”  as  Rev^.  Matthew  Grant 
records  it.  “The  wife  of  John  Bissell  Dyed  March  29th,  1665”  is  the  record  in  Vol.  I,  p  40  B  M  D,  and 
thus  all  three  records,  as  well  as  the  Court  record  following,  deny  us  the  knowledge  of  even  her  first  name. 

1664,  May  18.  Vol.  1 1 1,  p  17  C  C:  John  Bissell  complains  of  Susanna  Denslow  “  for  reproachful  speeches 
against  the  wife  of  the  sayd  Bissell”.  The  Court  orders  the  girl’s  parents  to  “severely  correct  there  daugh¬ 
ter  with  a  rod  on  the  naked  body  this  day  in  the  presence  of  Mrs.  Wolcott  &  Goode  Bancroft”. 

1664,  Dec.  1.  P  24  Do:  John  Bissell  is  on  the  County  Court  jury.  He  served  twice  in  1671  and  once 
at  least  in  1675. 

1665,  Oct.  12.  Vol.  II,  p  217  G  C:  “This  Court  doth  order  ye  secretary  to  respite  execution  in  ye  case 
respecting  the  sd  Osmore  and  John  Bissel  Senr  about  ferriage  of  sheep,  until  this  Court  hath  heard  the 
Case.” 

1669,  Oct.  11.  Vol.  II,  p  519  G  C,  Ptd:  John  Bissell  Sen’r  is  in  the  census  list  of  freemen  cf  Windsor 
with  sons  John,  Thomas,  Samuel  and  Nathaniel.  There  were  1 13  on  the  list  of  whom  8  are  direct  ancestors. 

1669/70,  Mch.  7.  Vol.  XXI,  p  191  C  H  S:  John  Bissell  reports  having  ten  persons  in  his  house  and 
also  30  bushels  of  wheat  and  six  of  corn.  All  of  the  children  were  married,  hence  this  report  probably 
covers  the  family  of  son  Nathaniel  as  well  as  his  own. 

1670,  Jan’y  13.  Vol.  I,  p  187  Stiles:  Increase  Mather  published  in  1684  “Remarkable  Providences” 
of  some  in  New  England.  This  interesting  paragraph  appears:  “Remarkable  also  was  the  deliverence 
which  John  and  Thomas  Bissell  of  Windsor,  aforesaid,  did  at  another  time  receive.  John  Bissell,  on  a 
morning,  about  break  of  day,  taking  nails  out  of  a  great  barrel  wherein  was  a  considerable  quantity  of 
gunpowder  and  bullets,  having  a  candle  in  his  hand,  the  powder  took  fire.  Thomas  Bissell  was  then  put¬ 
ting  on  his  clothes,  standing  by  a  window,  which  though  well  fastened,  was  by  the  force  of  the  powder, 
carried  away  at  least  four  rods;  the  partition  wall  from  another  room  was  broken  into  pieces:  the  roof  ot 
the  house  opened  and  slipt  off  the  plates  about  five  feet  down;  also  the  great  girt  of  the  house  at  one 
end  broke  out  so  far,  that  it  drew  from  the  summer  to  the  end  most  of  its  tenant.  The  woman  of  the 
house  being  sick,  and  another  woman  under  it  in  bed,  yet  did  the  divine  Providence  so  order  things  as 
that  no  one  received  any  hurt,  excepting  John  Bissell,  who  fell  through  two  floors  into  a  cellar,  his  shoes 
being  taken  from  his  feet,  and  found  at  twenty  feet  distant;  his  hands  and  his  face  very  much  scorched, 
without  any  other  wound  in  his  body.” 

Such  carelessness  with  gunpowder  would  seem  to  fit  a  John  junior  better  than  a  John  senior,  yet  the 
1684  P  C  record  below  would  seem  to  fix  the  blame  positively  upon  John  Sen’r  “now  deceased”. 

1672/3,  Mch.  6.  Vol.  Ill,  p  129  C  C:  John  Bissell  is  a  “constable  sworne  for  Windsor.”  John  Bissell 
sen’r  is  now  some  83  years  old,  while  John  jun’r  is  about  36.  Who  was  the  constable? 
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1673,  Sept.  25.  P  194  Do:  “The  Last  Will  &  Testament  of  John  Bissell  senr  of  Windsor  Sept.  25, 1673. 
Impr:  I  doe  bequeath  my  soule  into  the  hands  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  my  gracious  redeemer  for  the 
compleating  of  that  glory  an  earnest  whereof  I  hope  he  hath  given  me  in  this  life,  &  my  body  I  committ 
to  comely  &  Christian  buriall.  As  for  the  estate  God  hath  committed  to  my  stewardship  for  the  prvention 
of  future  trouble  in  my  family  after  my  decease  1  doe  hereby  order  the  dispose  thereof  as  hereafter  is 
declared. 

“  I  doe  give  unto  Mary  my  daughter  the  now  wife  of  Jacob  Drake  £10,  but  if  she  be  not  living  at  the 
time  of  payment  then  I  give  the  £10  to  my  daughter  Joyce.  I  doe  give  to  my  daughter  Joyce,  wife  of 
Samuel  Pinney  £30,  but  if  she  be  dead  at  time  of  payment,  then  £10  of  the  £30  is  to  be  paid  to  my 
daughter  Mary  Drake. 

“It.  I  doe  give  unto  my  son  John  the  summe  of  £50. 

“  It.  The  remainder  of  my  estate,  after  my  just  debts  and  funeral  charges  are  paid,  with  20  shillings  a 
peice  to  each  of  my  grandchildren  naturally  descending  from  my  foure  sons  and  two  daughters,  I  doe 
bequeath  unto  my  foure  sons  John,  Thomas,  Samuel  and  Nathaniel,  to  be  equally  devided  among  them. 

“  I  doe  allso  appoint  my  Two  sonns  John  and  Thomas  Bissell  to  be  executors;  and  my  desire  is  that  my 
Loveing  Friends  Deacon  John  Moore  and  Daniel  Clark  to  be  supervisors  to  whom  I  advise  my  executors 
to  repayre  for  counsell  in  any  difficulty  that  shall  happen  in  the  discharge  of  this  Trust  committed  to 
them,  &  I  doe  give  unto  each  of  them  20s  as  a  reward  for  what  paincs  they  may  take  about  my  will. 

John  X  Bissell” 

Witnesses:  Daniel  Clarke,  John  Moore  Sen’r 

Codicil  to  Will,  dated,  Apl.  5,  1677:  “I  doe  hereby  declear  &  it  is  my  will  that  whearas  my  sonn  in 
law  Jacob  Drake  hath  received  of  me  severall  particulars  as  appear  in  my  Book  of  Accounts  the  sume 
of  five  pounds  fifteen  shillings  &  eight  pence  for  which  he  is  debtor  to  me  I  doe  hereby  order  that  the 
foresayd  sume  shall  be  ducted  out  of  the  £10  disposed  unto  Mary  the  now  wife  of  the  sayd  Jacob.” 

1673,  Nov.  13.  Vol.  II,  p  28  T  V:  On  this  day  a  town  meeting  was  called  to  consider  some  orders 
ordered  to  be  published  by  the  General  Court  in  October,  and  also  discourse  about  setting  up  a  school  in 
Windsor,  and  it  was  agreed  to,  and  four  men  were  added  to  the  townsmen  to  act  as  a  committee.  John 
Bissell  was  one  of  these.  They  were  to  meet  on  the  21st  “to  see  what  way  to  order  for  ye  setting  up  of 
a  scoole”. 

1674/5,  Mch.  13.  P  36  Do:  “And  listers  chosen  John  Bissell”  &  3  others. 

1675.  Vol.  I,  p  226  Stiles:  When  King  Philip’s  war  broke  out  in  the  Spring  of  1675  most  New  England 
towns  picked  certain  houses  to  be  fortified  and  garrisoned.  The  Bissell  East  side  house  was  one  of  these. 
Windsor  however  was  not  attacked. 

1675.  P  189  Do:  As  a  bound-goer  this  year  we  find  this  expense  allowance  by  the  town:  "John  Bissell 
himself  and  horse  4  days  east  side  of  river  10s,  and  for  2  gallons  cider  he  will  have  2s.” 

1675,  P  88  Do:  J.  Bissell  was  listed  this  year  in  the  tax  list  for  the  support  of  the  rivulet  ferry  as 
having  “a  family,  a  horse  and  four  oxen”.  This  was  in  the  first  of  5  grades  in  which  there  were  29.  There 
were  42  taxed  on  a  family,  a  horse  and  two  oxen;  37  on  a  family  and  horse;  15  on  family  only;  24  single 
men  of  whom  17  owned  horses. 

1676,  June  11.  P  228  Do:  John  Bissell  contributes  2s  and  John  Bissell  Jr  5s  for  “their  brethren  in 
distress  in  our  neighboring  colonies,”  as  Rev.  Matthew  Grant  states  the  case  for  the  relief  of  sufferers  in 
the  King  Philip  war.  The  largest  amounts  given  were  by  Thomas  and  Nathaniel  Bissell  who  gave  £1 
each.  The  Protestant  Irish  sent  over  a  sum  for  this  purpose  but  Connecticut  generously  relinquished  her 
share  for  the  greater  distressed  Massachusetts  and  Rhode  Island. 

1677,  May  10.  Vol.  Ill,  p  84  G  C:  “John  Bissell  is  by  this  Court  confirmed  Quartermaster  of  the 
Country  Troope  of  the  county  of  Hartford.”  This  was  the  first  troop  of  horse  in  the  Colony,  organized 
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March  11,  1657/8.  Some  think  the  above  was  John  Bissell  Senior,  notwithstanding  his  age  of  87.  The 
chances  are,  however,  that  it  refers  to  son  John  who  was  a  Captain. 

1677,  Aug.  17.  Vol.  I,  p  S81  Stiles:  He  is  in  ftcv.  Matthew  Grant’s  list  as  having  had  only  one  child 
born  at  Windsor.  This  was  Nathaniel  the  youngest. 

1677,  Oct.  3.  P  S80  Do:  Now  at  the  ripe  age  of  87  John  Bissell  Sen’r  dies  at  Windsor,  probably  at 
the  house  of  Nathaniel  who  was  living  with  him  at  the  new  East  side  house.  This  was  the  house  garrisoned 
in  1675  as  above.  In  the -Rev.  Matthew  Grant’s  record  the  entry  is:  “John  Bissell  Sen  died  Oct.  3  77.” 

1677,  Oct.  22.  Vol.  Ill,  p  195  C  C:  “An  Inventory  of  the  Estate  of  John  Bissell  Senr  deceased  vallucd 
by  the  subscribers: 

Impr  a  feather  bed,  boulster  &  pillow . 

A  rugg  25s,  coverlid  20s,  2  blanketts  ........ 

A  musket  25s,  1  lb  powder  2$,  5  lbs  Bulletts  20 d  ..... 

99  lbs  lead  weights 

An  old  Bible  2s  6 d.  Marrow  of  Gods  Oracles  2s,  2  bookes  more  Is,  2  payr  Glory  7s 

Land  in  wilderness  from  the  Country  John  Gritfers  grant  .... 

Debts  by  Bill  due  to  his  estate 

13  other  lines  of  sundry  household  things  . 


In  his  purse  in  Money . 

In  booke  debts  due  to  the  estate  ....•••••• 

sum  totall  ...... 

“From  his  children  there  are  other  booke  debts  the  summe  not  known,  accts  not  perfected, 
p  Daniel  Clarke,  Benjamin  Newbery,  Return  Strong.” 

1677,  Dec.  6.  P  165  Do:  “The  Last  will  of  John  Bissell  Senr  was  exhibited  in  Court  &  oath  made 
by  Capt  Clarke  that  John  Bissell  was  of  sound  understanding  when  he  made  his  sayd  will.”  The  inventory 
was  exhibited  also  by  John,  Tho.  &  Nath.  Bissell. 

1678/9,  Jan’y  14.  Vol.  II,  p  48  T  V:  “The  congregation  in  Windsor,  being  met  did  by  their  vote 
choose  six  men  who  are  desired  to  consult  with  the  Honble  and  Revd.  Council”  in  regard  to  securing  a 
minister.  John  Bissell  was  one  of  the  six,  and  thus  takes  the  place  of  the  father  as  one  of  the  fathers  of 
the  town. 

1684,  May  15.  Vol.  II,  No.  204  P  C:  Matthew  Griswold,  aged  about  64,  son-in-law  of  Henry  Wolcott, 
testifying  in  regard  to  certain  land  transactions  at  Windsor  in  1639-40,  says:  “That  John  Bissell,  some¬ 
time  of  Windsor,  now  deceased,  did  offer  to  sell  me  al  that  part  of  Mr.  Ludlow  s  accommodations,  both 
of  Houseing  and  lands,  which  hee  bought  of  Mr.  William  Whiteing  (as  hee  told  me)  which  lay  on  the  West 
side  Connecticut  River  and  the  price  hee  asked  mee  was  £160  ....  and  I  bid  said  Bissell  £140  .  .  .  . 
and  I  left  Windsor  concluding  that  I  might  have  it  for  £160  and  not  under;  but  afterwards  I  understood 
from  him  and  others,  that  he  was  risen  early  in  the  morning  to  set  his  people  to  work,  that  he  might 
come  to  mee  to  accept  of  my  offer  of  £150,  but  an  accident  fell  out  that  powder  took  fire  and  burnt  him 
so  that  he  could  not  come,  so  that  had  not  that  accident  been  I  had  bought  the  said  accommodations  for 
£150  in  such  country  pay  as  he  was  to  make  to  Mrs.  Whiting.” 

1684,  Sept.  8.  No.  208  Do:  “The  testimoni  of  Samuel  Grant  aged  nere  fiftie  thre  yers  he  testifieth 
that  in  the  eighten  yere  of  his  agge  which  is  a  bout  thirtie  five  yers  agoo  he  kept  the  ferie  at  Windsor 
and  upon  a  Lector  day  I  caried  over  mister  Hopkins  and  Mr.  Webster  and  i  think  Mistres  Whiting  and 
sum  other  compinie  and  ould  good  man  Bissell  cam  to  the  bank  of  the  river  i  can  sertinly  speck  on  oath 
if  called  to  it  I  herd  Mr.  Hopkins  say  now  we  have  confermed  the  bargin  with  good  man  Bissell  about 
Mr.  Whiting’s  Lands.” 
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CHILDREN 

(first  3  bom  in  England;  next  2  probably  in  Massachusetts;  last  one  bom  at  Windsor,  Ct; 

all  children  of  first  wife) 

1.  CAPT.  JOHN  b. - ;  m.  June  17,  1658,  Isabel  Mason;  he  d.  a  Apl.,  1693  she  d.  Mch.  29,  1665,  x  25  4  ch 

He  kept  the  ferry  from  1658  to  166S.  He  joined  Windsor  church  May  12,  1661.  In  1664  he  bought  the  Wm. 

Whiting  estate  in  Windsor  for  £220.  His  inventory  was  £64-18-06.  He  m.  (2)  1669, - .  Isabel  was  dau.  4  ch 

of  Major  John  Mason,  founder  of  Windsor,  Saybrook  and  Norwich. 

2.  THOMAS  b. - ;  m.  Oct.  11,  1655,  Abigail  Moore;  he  d.  July  31,  1689  she  d.  aft.  husband  12  ch 

They  settled  in  Windsor  where  he  joined  church  Jan’y  31,  1657  and  she  on  Feb’y  28,  1657.  Tradition  tries  to 
make  this  Thomas  marry  an  Indian  girl  and  there  is  a  similar  tradition  about  a  supposed  Uncle  Thomas  of 
Plymouth;  but  it  appears  to  be  merely  a  poor  tradition. 

3.  MARY  b. - ;  m.  Apl.  12,  1649,  Jacob  Drake;  she  d.  Oct.,  1689  he  d.  a  Sept.,  16S9 

They  lived  at  Windsor  where  he  was  added  to  church  Apl.  11,  1658  and  she  June,  1666.  “Now  it  is  25  years 
and  never  had  a  child"  (OCR);  his  inv’y  £551-14-09,  distributed  to  wife,  brothers,  nephews,  &c. 

4.  SAMUEL  b.  1636;  m.  June  11,  1658,  Abigail  Holcomb  (see  below) 

5.  JOYCE  b. - ;  m.  Nov.  17,  1665,  Samuel  Pinncv  3  ch 

They  lived  at  Windsor.  Moved  to  Simsbury  1667-9  but  left  there  1676  after  burning  of  the  town  and  settled 
in  Ellington. 

6.  NATHANIEL  bp.  Nov.  27,  1640;  m.  (1)  Sept.  25,  1662,  Mindwell  Moore;  he  d.  Mch.  12,  1713/14,  ae  74  she  9  ch 

d.  Nov.  24,  1682,  x  39 

He  joined  W.  church  in  Sept.,  1673.  His  house  was  garrisoned  in  King  Philips  War.  In  1677  the  ferry  was 
leased  to  him.  He  m.  (2)  July  4,  1683,  Dorothy  Fitch  who  d.  June  28,  1691.  His  estate  totalled  £657-00-02.  2  ch 


SAMUEL  BISSELL 

ABIGAIL  HOLCOMB 
bp.  June  6,  1638 
d.  Aug.  17,  1688 
ae  50 


b.  a  1636 

m.  (1)  June  11,  1658 
Abigail  Holcomb 
m.  (2)  about  16S9 

Mary - 

he  d.  Dec.  3,  1700,  ae  a  64 


1638,  June  6.  Vol.  II,  p  394  Stiles:  Abigail 
Holcomb  was  baptized  at  Windsor  where  she  was 
born  only  a  few  days  before  no  doubt.  It  was  in 
the  days  when  the  town  was  in  its  swadling 
clothes. 

1657,  Sept.  7.  Vol.  I,  p  46  B  M  D:  Her  father 
Thomas  Holcomb  dies  today  at  Windsor,  intestate. 
On  June  1,  1658  her  own  wedding  was  celebrated, 
and  on  Aug.  5th  following  her  mother  married  for 
second  husband  our  James  Eno  -  all  within  the 
space  of  a  single  notable  year  for  one  only  nine¬ 
teen. 

1660,  Dec.  15.  Vol.  II,  p  105  C  C:  Samuel 
Bissell,  her  husband,  deposes  in  Court  and  says: 
“On  this  15th  day  of  December,  1660  I  doe  ac¬ 
knowledge  to  have  received  of  my  father  Enno  of 
my  wife’s  portion  the  whole  sum.”  Her  portion 
three  years  before  had  been  set  at  £28-12-00. 

1688,  Aug.  17.  Vol.  I,  p  41  B  M  D:  “Abigail 


1636.  Samuel  Bissell  was  born  in  Massachusetts 
some  where  during  the  transient  period  prior  to 
the  settlement  of  the  family  at  Windsor,  Con¬ 
necticut  in  1639.  This  date  is  approximate  and  is 
not  authenticated  by  any  record  so  far  as  we  know. 

1657,  May  21.  Vol.  Ill,  p  80  G  C:  In  his  21st 
year  Samuel  Bissell  was  one  of  65  to  be  "made 
free  before  the  Courte”  at  Hartford. 

1658,  June  11.  Vol.  I,  p  53  B  M  D:  “Samuel 
Bissell  and  Abigail  Holcomb  both  of  this  Town 
were  married  June  :  11th  :  1658.”  Samuel  was 
now  22  and  Abigail  20.  It  was  about  this  time 
that  he  bought  the  present  southeast  corner  of 
Bowfield  St.  in  Windsor  for  a  homestead.  He 
became  a  substantial  farmer  of  Windsor  as  were 
also  his  three  brothers,  one  of  whom  kept  the  ferry 
as  their  father  had  done.  All  of  Samuel’s  five 
daughters  survived  him  but  four  of  the  five  boys 
died  before  he  did  -  a  heavy  bereavement  as  shown 
in  codicil  -  “the  wise  disposeing  providence  of 
God  having  made  a  breach  in  my  family  by  be- 
reaveing  of  the  son  of  my  hope.” 

1659,  Nov.  27.  Vol.  I,  p  875  Stiles:  Samuel 
Bissell  ownes  the  half-way  covenant  in  the 
Windsor  church. 
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wife  of  Samuel  Bissell  Dyed  August  :  17th  :  1688.” 
Abigail  Bissell  had  spent  her  entire  fifty  years  in 
Windsor  and  now  lays  down  her  life  just  when 
reaching  her  prime.  The  youngest  child  was 
probably  under  four,  and  six  of  the  ten  were 
minors,  hence  the  blow  was  a  heavy  one. 

Bowfield  street.  Another  land  entry  says  “  Samuel 
of  106  acres  which  he  bought  of  Mistres  Whiting”, 
two  pages. 


1661,  May  28.  Vol.  I,  p  187  L  R,  Windsor: 
“Samuel  Bissell  hath  by  purchase  of  Edward 
Steben  of  Hartford  34  rods  by  9  rods  of  land  South 
by  John  Bissell.”  This  lot  is  on  west  side  of  present 
Broad  Street  w’here  in  1893  E.  L.  Clapp  resided. 
Here  Samuel  built  a  house  and  moved  into  it  from 
his  former  residence  at  present  S.  E.  corner  of 
Bissell  hath  by  gift  of  his  father  John  Bissell  a  parcell 
and  there  are  six  other  parcels  listed  here  which  cover 


1663/4,  Mch.  3.  Vol.  Ill,  p  11  C  C:  “Edmun  Prinidayes  plntf.  Contra  Henry  Haywood  In  an  action 
of  the  case  for  keeping  a  Horse  he  the  sayd  Edmun  hired  of  Samuell  Bissell  in  his  custody,  &  not  attending 
the  order  of  Courte  to  the  dammage  of  five  pownds.” 


1663/4,  Mch.  3.  P  12  Do:  “Constables  sworne  for  Windsor,  John  Hosford  and  Samil  Bissell.”  Later, 
on  the  same  page,  this  entry  appears:  “This  Court  findeing  various  apprehensions  concerning  the  choyse 
of  one  of  the  constables  of  Windsor  for  the  Issue  of  the  matter  this  Court  doth  nominate  &  appoynt  Samuell 
Bissell  to  be  constable  for  the  yeare  ensuing  &  Mr.  Henry  Woolcott  is  to  administer  the  oath  to  him.” 


1663/4,  Mch.  3.  P  13  Do:  “In  the  action  wherein  Samil  Bissell  is  plntf  &  Isrell  Dible  is  Defnt  the  Jury 
find  for  the  plntf:  Five  pownds,  fower  pence  &  cost  of  Court.” 

1666,  March  18.  Vol.  II,  p  6  T  V:  “Also  men  chosen  to  goe  the  bounds  when  Hartford  men  calle  on 
the  West  side  ye  river:”  Samuell  Bissell  and  Nathaniell  Bissell  were  two  of  three  chosen. 

1667,  Sept.  5.  Vol.  Ill,  p  66  C  C:  Samil  Bissell  sits  on  the  County  jury  today,  and  during  the  next 
26  years  he  has  at  least  15  terms  of  jury  service. 

1667/8,  Mch.  16.  Vol.  II,  p  10  T  V:  “Thene  was  chosen  for  listers  for  ye  nixt  year:  Joseph  Loomys, 
Samuell  Bissell”  and  two  others. 


1668/9,  March  11.  P  15  Do:  “At  a  town  meeting  warned  by  ye  constable,  Samuell  Bissell  was  chosen 
a  hayward  for  the  south  sid.” 

1669,  Oct.  11.  Vol.  II,  p  519  G  C,  Ptd:  Samuel  Bissell  is  in  the  census  list  of  freemen  of  Windsor,  with 
father  and  all  three  brothers  -  John,  Thomas  and  Nathaniel.  Windsor  stood  second  in  size  of  19  towns 
reporting.  Freedom  is  contrasted  here  with  royal  autocratic  acts  in  Virginia  this  year.  The  region  known 
as  the  “Northen  Neck”  lying  between  the  Rappahannock  and  the  Potomac  Rivers  had  been  granted  by 
Charles  I  in  1649  to  Royalists  as  a  refuge.  This  district  Charles  II  now  granted  to  Lord  Culpepper  and 
Henry,  Earl  of  Arlington,  together  with  “all  the  dominion  of  land  and  water  called  Virginia,  for  the  term 
of  31  years,  together  with  quit-rents,  escheats,  the  power  to  grant  land  and  all  the  other  powers  of  absolute 
sovereignty”.  This  was  the  signal  for  trouble. 

1669/70,  Mch.  9.  Vol.  XXI,  p  194  C  H  S:  Samuel  Bissell  reports  ten  people  in  his  house  and  20  bushels 
of  corn.  Since  there  are  now  but  five  children  this  means  that  he  has  probably  three  hired  men  or  servants. 

1671.  Vol.  II,  p  30  T  V:  “Now  I  set  down”  says  the  treasurer  “what  payments  have  ben  mad  out  of 
ye  ’71  years  Town  rat”:  One  payment  is:  “Samuell  Bissell  for  mending  thire  Pound  £00-02-06.” 

1673,  Sept.  4.  Vol.  Ill,  p  132  C  C:  Antho:  Hoskins  sues  Samil  Bissell  in  behalf  of  his  sonn  Mathias 
Herne  “for  takeing  away  his  cannoe  to  the  damage  of  39s”,  the  Court  granting  25s  &  cost  of  Court  to  the 
plaintiff. 

1675.  Vol.  I,  p  88  Stiles:  In  the  Windsor  tax  list  for  the  rivulet  ferry  Sam:  Bissell  was  taxed  on  the 
basis  of  having  “a  Family  a  horse  and  two  oxen”.  Brothers  John  and  Thomas  were  in  the  same  class  too. 

1676,  Mch.  27.  Vol.  II,  p  423  G  C,  Ptd:  This  interesting  side  light  on  troubles  in  the  King  Philip  War 
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is  taken  from  the  minutes  of  “a  meeting  of  the  Connecticut  Councill”  (of  War)  this  date:  “There  being 
complaynt  made  that  Samuel  Bissell,  after  his  horss  was  prest  by  the  Constable  of  Windsor,  did  deceive 
him  of  him,  and  let  him  be  turned  out  of  his  yarde  before  his  face,  and  did  not  take  care  to  have  him  re¬ 
turned  againe,  which  was  owned  by  the  said  Bissell,  for  his  offence  therein  is  adjudged  to  pay  a  fine  of 
forty  shillings  to  the  pub:  Treasurie  of  the  County  of  Hartford.” 

1676,  June  3.  Vol.  II,  p  40  T  V:  “Fence  veuers  chosen:”  Samuell  Bissell  is  one  for  the  East  side  the 
river. 

1676,  June  11.  Vol.  I,  p  228  Stiles:  From  Rev.  Matthew  Grant’s  Old  Church  Record  we  find  this  entry: 
"This  is  the  account  of  what  persons  give  to  this  volentary  contribution  made  for  the  poor  in  want  of 
other  Colonies  upon  motion  sent  to  this  Colony  of  Connecticut.  It  was  done  June  1 1,  ’76.”  In  this  list, 
the  father  and  sons  including  Samuel  contribute  as  follows.  All  the  men  of  the  family  are  represented: 
“John  Bissell  £0-2-0,  John  Bissell  Jr  £0-5-0,  Thomas  Bissell  £1-0-0,  Samuel  Bissell  £0-4-0,  Nathaniel 
Bissell  £1-0-0.” 


1676,  July  13.  Vol.  II,  p  39  T  V:  Decon  Moore  reports  “ye  halfe  Pikes  which  he  made”  and  delivered. 
Samuel  Bissell  had  2,  John  Loomys  had  2,  Jonathan  Gillet  snr  had  1. 

1677,  Aug.  17.  Vol.  I,  p  881  Stiles:  Rev.  Mathew  Grant  says,  “  I  herewith  set  down  that  children  have 
been  born  in  Windsor  from  our  begining  hitherto  so  far  as  I  am  able  to  find  out:  John  Bissell  sen  1,  John 
Bissell  Jr  8,  Thomas  Bissell  9,  Samuel  Bissell  6,  Natheniel  Bissell  7.” 

1683,  Apl.  4.  Vol.  IV,  p  69  C  C:  “These  were  appoynted  for  the  Grand  Jury:  Capt.  Olmsteed,  Samll 
Bissell,  Jonathan  Gillett,”  &c. 

1686,  Dec.  23.  Vol.  II,  p  55  T  V:  “Colectors  chosen  Samll  Bissell”  among  three. 

1687,  Sept.  1.  Vol.  IV,  p  131  C  C:  Samuel  Bissell  sits  on  the  jury  at  “A  County  court,  held  at  Hart¬ 
ford”  with  our  Jonath:Gillett.  Sergt.  Phillip  Lewes  is  also  a  member. 


1688,  Aug.  17.  Vol.  I,  p  41  B  M  D:  Abigail,  his  faithful  wife  of  30  years,  dies  today  and  in  view  of  the 
young  children  it  is  probable  that  he  married  the  wife  Mary  somewhere  not  far  from  a  year  therefrom. 
It  does  not  seem  to  be  recorded  at  Windsor.  They  had  about  eleven  years  of  wedded  life.  She  survived 
him  and  received  at  the  settlement  the  equivalent  of  £5  per  annum  which  he  agreed  to  settle  upon  her, 
probably  as  a  condition  of  marriage.  In  Vol.  2V£,  p  29  appears  this  record:  “Widow  marry  bissol  of 
Simsbery  who  was  wife  to  Sam’l  Bisscl  of  Windsor  latt  decest  Departed  this  life  June  the  24th  1718.” 


1691,  Mch.  P  6  “Josiah  Wolcott’s  Booke,  in  Account  with  Samuel  Bissell: 


DEBITS 

1691 

March  To  See  much  due  to  Ball  in  Old  Ledg  p  23  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  £  3-15-  9 

19  To  \]/2  yds  of  Linen,  Needles  &  thimble  .  .  .  .  .  .  .0-5-3 

xbr  3  To  Serge  &c  to  his  Wife  ............  1-14-  9 

25  To  Severall  payable  in  Sacking  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .2-9-7 

March  To  1  pint  of  Rum  at  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .0-0-9 

Apll  10  To  a  Rowle  tobacco  at  5s  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .0-5-0 

To  Raysons  &  Callico  at  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .0-4-6 

July  To  a  pr  of  Shoos  &  a  pad  Lock  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .0-7-9 

June  To  lYi  yds  dowlas,  3  yds  bzenbriggs  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .1-9-7 

To  4  yds  finest  benting  &  ferret  ..........  0-19-  3 

To  20  more  lines  of  charges  for  various  things  ........  21-11-  4 


CREDITS 

1691 

March  By  thace  of  fflax  pr  4  j  at  9d  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  £0-  3-  6 

Feb.  9  By  40  yds  of  Sacking  &  2  Bush  ps  ..........  0-  3-18 

I  1  lo83  By  31)4  yds  Sacking  at  21  d  yd  ..........  2-14-  8 

By  pastureing  my  horse  4  weeks  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .0-4-0 


£33-3-6 


THE  BISSELL  FAMILY 


103 


1683  By  20  yds  Girt  Webb  4 J  .  .  .  .  .  .  £  0-  6-  8 

June  ’96  By  3  Bar.  Tar  at  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .2-2-9 

'89  By  2  bu  wheat,  2  bu  pease  ...........  0-14-  0 

By  4'A  Bush  Indean  C  at  2s  3d  ..........  0-10-  1) ^ 

By  21  additional  lines  of  credits  (no  cash) . 24-  4-11 £31-4-4’* 


1693/4,  Mch.  9.  Vol.  2)/£,  p  23  T  V,  Simsbury:  In  the  “Town  Rate  made  to  defray  the  Towne  debts 
of  ’92  &  ’93  ”  Samuel  Bissell  sen’r  is  assessed  £00-04-00.  He  paid  also  on  the  town  rate  of  1693  £00-04-00. 
Son  Jacob,  living  in  Simsbury,  paid  £00-07-11. 

1696,  Sept.  3.  Vol.  V,  p  1 13  C  C:  Samll  Bissell  Sen’r  sits  today  on  the  County  jury  at  Hartford,  and 
24  cases  came  before  the  Court  and  jury. 

In  the  year  1696  Sam’l  Bissell  paid  2s-9d  rate  for  the  support  of  Rev.  Dudley  VVoodbridge,  sixty  eight 
names  being  on  said  tax  list  in  Simsbury. 

1697,  Aug.  2.  Vol.  VII,  p  8  P  Ct,  Hartford:  “I,  Samuel  Bissell  Senr  of  Windsor,  being  this  time  of  a 
sound  Judgment  &  of  perfect  memory  and  of  a  disposeing  mind  do  make  this  my  Last  Will  &  Testament 
for  the  disposeing  of  that  Estate  that  it  hath  pleased  God  to  bestow  upon  me.  Item  I  give  to  my  son 
Samuel  £140  besides  that  Land  which  I  have  already  given  him,  on  which  his  house  standeth,  which  is 
about  six  acres. 

“Item.  I  give  to  my  two  daughters,  Abigaile  and  Mary,  which  are  already  marryed,  £20  to  each  with 
what  they  have  already  received. 

•  “Item.  I  give  to  my  three  younger  daughters  Elizabeth,  Deborah  and  Hannah,  £75  apiece.  All  wch 
Legacies  my  will  is  that  it  shall  be  and  remain  to  my  children  above  named,  to  them  and  their  heirs 
forever. 

“  Item.  I  give  to  my  son  Joshua  all  that  meadow  land  at  Simsbury,  wch  belongs  to  me,  wch  I  bought 
of  Mr.  Stone  and  Jonathan  Gillett  (17  acres),  excepting  two  acres  which  my  son  Jacob  did  improve  in 
his  life,  which  sd  two  acres  I  give  to  my  grandson  Jacob  Bissell,  son  of  Jacob  Bissell  dec’d,  if  he  live  to 
the  age  of  21  years.  Also,  two  acrs  of  upland  on  ye  North  side  of  the  brooke  known  by  the  name  of 
Bissell’s  Brook,  at  Simsbury,  I  give  to  my  son  Joshua. 

“Item.  I  give  to  my  grandson  John  Bissell,  son  of  John  Bissell  dec’d,  £5;  and  £2-10  to  my  grand¬ 
daughter  Abigaile  Bissell  to  be  paid  within  a  year  after  my  decease.  Also  I  give  to  my  grandson  Jacob 
Bissell  my  dwelling  house  at  Symsbury. 

“  I  give  as  a  token  of  love  to  my  wife  Mary  20  shillings  in  silver  money,  and  for  security  of  the  payment 
of  the  £5  per  annum  which  I  engaged  to  pay  her  while  she  remained  my  widow,  I  make  over  10  acres  of 
my  meadow  land  at  the  south  end  known  as  the  Great  Meadow. 

“I  nominate  my  son  Samuel  to  be  executor,  and  desire  my  friends  John  Moore,  Lt.  John  Higley, 
Matthew  Allyn  and  Michael  Taintor  to  be  my  overseers  and  so  advise  as  matters  shall  call  for. 

Witness:  John  Moore  Sen  Samuel  Bissell  Senr  L  S.” 

John  Higley  Sen 

“Codicil:  The  wise  disposeing  providence  of  God  having  made  a  breach  in  my  family  by  bereaveing 
of  the  son  of  my  hope,  whom  I  had  nominated  executor,  has  give  me  occasion  to  add  this  my  codicil: 
The  estate  that  I  had  divised  to  my  son  Samuel  (who  is  deceased)  shall,  after  my  decease,  be  equally 
divided  amongst  my  five  daughters.  I  appoint  my  sonn-in-law,  James  Enno,  executor,  and  supervisors 
as  above,  23  April,  1698. 

Witness:  Daniel  Clarke  Samll  Bissell  Senr  L  S.” 

Martha  Clarke 

1700,  Nov.  25.  a  Codicil:  The  testator,  “being  at  present  under  great  weakness,”  nominates  his  son- 
in-law  John  Pettibone  Jr.,  joint  executor  with  James  Enno;  and  to  issue  any  differences  that  may  arise 
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in  the  division  of  the  estate,  he  appoints  his  brother  Benajah  Holcomb  and  John  Moore  Sen’r  with  full 
power  of  arbitration. 

1700,  Dec.  3.  Vol.  I,  p  41  B  M  D:  “Samuel  Bissell  Dyed,  December:  3d:  1700.”  He  had  attained  the 
age  of  64  years.  His  entire  life  except  3  baby  years  had  been  spent  in  Windsor,  though  the  will  shows  that 
he  had  a  modest  dwelling  in  Simsbury  also. 

1700,  Dec.  9.  Vol.  VII,  p  10  P  Ct:  “An  Inventory  of  the  Estate  of  Samuell  Bissell  Senr  of  Windsor 
who  deceased  on  Dec.  3d,  in  the  yeare  of  Our  Lord  1700: 

Imprimis  one  new  cloak  £2,  1  old  Cloak  5s,  a  new  Searge  coat  50s,  I  coat  12s,  1  coat  5s,  a  Wescoat  20s, 
another  Wescoat  8s,  1  pr  briches  13s,  1  coat  10s,  3  pr  briches.  an  old  coat  &  wescoat  6s,  a  pr  leather 
briches,  a  pr  lining  &  woolen  &  sleeves  Is,  2  hatts  20s,  2  pr  gloves  4s,  3  shirts  6s,  a  cap  &  neck  cloth  3s, 

*  boots  &  shooes  14s,  2  staffs  10s,  to  bone  box  &  tongs  19d,  3  pr  stockings  9s,  purse  with  money  7s  Id 

1  yoke  of  oxen  £9- 10s,  a  yoke  of  steers  17£,  2  Cowes  9s  ........ 

2  other  Cowes  £5-5s,  2  year  old  30s,  the  brown  horse  £4  ....... 

the  old  gray  horse  20s,  7  sheep  3£  ........... 

a  mare  &  colt  40s,  2  fat  swine  £4-1 5s,  30  other  swine  3£  ....... 

wheat,  Rey,  Oates  &  Barley  in  Straw  &  in  sheaf,  flat  in  sheaf  and  hay  all  at  . 

40  bushells  Indian  Come  in  the  ear  ............ 

houseing,  homestead,  bam  &  orchard  ........... 

about  15  acres  of  Improved  land  in  the  great  lot  at  £3  pr  acer  ....... 

about  4  acres  being  sown  ye  plowing  &  seed  .......... 

3  acors  adjoyning  being  let  for  1  year  to  Willm  Gorin  ......... 

more  about  6  acres  in  Swamp  pasture  ........... 

about  42  acres  of  unemproved  land  ............ 

15  acres  meadow  Land  at  Symsbury  at  £5  pr  acre  ......... 

Some  woodland  and  part  of  a  dwelling  house  at  Simsbury  ........ 

33  other  lines  of  household  and  farm  items  ........... 

apprized  by  us:  John  Moore  Senr 

Math  Allyn,  Benaj.  Holcum 

1700,  Dec.  16.  Vol.  VII,  p  4  P  Ct:  “James  Enno,  of  Windsor,  and  John  Pettybone  did  exhibitt  the 
last  Will  of  their  father-in-law  Samuel  Bissell,  of  the  same  Windsor,  deceased,  wherein  they  are  appointed 
Executors  and  they  do  accept  of  that  Trust.”  Will  proven  by  the  witnesses. 
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CHILDREN 


(all  born  at  Windsor  and  all  by  first  wife  probably) 


1.  JOHN  b.  Apl.  5,  1659;  m.  Aug.  26,  16S0,  Abigail  Filley;  he  d.  a  Jan’y,  1684/5,  x  26  she  d.  Jan’y  8,  1707/8, 

x  50.  He  left  estate  of  £127-02-0S  at  Windsor. 

2.  ABIGAIL  b.  July  6,  1661;  m.  Dec.  26,  1678,  James  Eno  (see  below) 

3.  JACOB  b.  Mch.  28,  1664;  m.  Mary  Gillett;  he  d.  Aug.Jf,  1694,  x  30  she  d.  aft.  husband 

They  lived  in  Simsbury.  She  was  daughter  of  our  Jonathan  Gillett. 

4.  MARY  b.  Sept.  15,  1666;  m.  1692,  John  Pettibone,  Jr.;  she  d.  aft.  husband  he  d.  Sep.  18,  1741,  x  76 

They  were  of  Simsbury;  his  inv’y  £1,177-00-00. 

5.  SAMUEL  b.  Jan’y  11,  1668  9;  m.  Mary - ;  he  d.  a  Mch.,  1697/8,  x  29  she  d.  after  husband 

They  lived  in  Windsor;  his  inv’y  £140-14-00. 

6.  BENAJAH  b.  June  30,  1671.  Not  named  in  father’s  will  of  Aug.,  1697. 

7.  ELIZABETH  b.  Jan’y  4,  1677/8.  At  19  she  received  £75  from  father’s  will. 

-  8.  DEBORAH  b.  Oct.  29,  1679;  m.  Dec.  12,  1695,  Thomas  Moore;  she  d.  Jan’y  19,  1756,  x  77  he  d.  Jan.  22, 
1734/5,  x  67 

At  18  she  received  £75  from  father’s  will.  They  lived  at  Windsor.  He  received  from  his  father  the  old  Moore 
Ho.  pictured  in  Vol.  I,  p  431  Stiles. 

9.  HANNAH  b.  Sept.  18,  1682.  At  15  she  likewise  received  £75. 

10.  JOSHUA  b. - .  Is  named  in  father’s  will.  He  received  the  meadow  land  in  Simsbury. 


_  Sf  ^  > 


4 


^  S  • 


2  ch 


1  ch 
6  ch 
1  ch 


8  ch 


THE  BISSELL  FAMILY 


105 


LINE  OF  DESCENT 

James  Eno  b.  1651  m.  Abigail  Bissell  b.  1661 

David  Eno  b.  1702  m.  Mary  Gillett  b.  1703 

Capt.  Jonathan  Eno  b.  1739  m.  Mary  Hart  b.  1744 

Salmon  Eno  b.  1779  m.  Mary  Richards  b.  1785 

Ozias  Buell  Bassette  b.  1807  m.  Emeline  Eno  b.  1805 

Frederick  Henry  Bassette  b.  1839  m.  Margaret  Anderson  b.  1844 
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LT.  JAMES  BOOSEY  b. 

Alice -  m. 

b.  a  1610  d.  June  22,  1649 

d.  Aug.  30,  1683,  ac  a  73 

1618.  In  the  Witchcraft  case  of  Kate  Harrison 
in  1668  below,  Alice  Boosey  Wakely  testified  that 
she  was  “aged  about  or  above  50  years”.  Evi- 
dently  it  was  some  above  50  for  at  that  figure  it 
would  make  her  born  in  161S  and  a  married  wo¬ 
man  at  12  or  younger! 

1629/30,  Jan’y  6.  The  reference  in  the  Gov. 
Winthrop  correspondence  to  “James  Boosye  and 
Allese  his  wife”  is  the  first  reference  we  find  in 
regard  to  her.  At  this  time  she  was  probably  a 
young  bride  ready  with  her  husband  to  make  the 
big  adventure  in  the  virgin  western  continent. 

1649,  June  21.  After  twenty  years  in  America, 
now  the  mother  of  five  children,  her  husband  says 
in  his  will:  “  It  is  my  will  that  if  any  of  these  my 
children  prove  undutifull  or  stuborne  and  will  not 
be  Ruled  by  their  mother  to  take  from  those  wch 
are  undutifull  and  to  give  the  Dividable  portions 
to  those  wch  is  the  Dutifullest  as  she  shall  se 
cause.  Further  it  is  my  will  that  my  two  sonns 
shall  have  all  my  Lands  after  the  Death  of  their 
mother,  and  for  the  Rest  of  my  goods  I  do  be¬ 
queath  to  my  wife  as  my  whole  and  sole  exseca- 
trix”.  This  will  was  made  the  day  before  his 
death.  The  next  item  about  a  year  later,  shows 
the  wife  listening  to  the  proposals  of  another. 

1650,  Sept.  5.  Vol.  II,  p  12  C  C:  “Jeames 
Wakely  pit.  contra  ye  Widdow  Boosy  defendt  in 
an  Action  for  the  breach  of  covenant  to  ye  damage 
of.  The  pit  not  appearing  the  Courte  Grants  the 
defendt  Costs  2s  lid.” 

1650,  Dec.  5.  Vol.  II,  p  16  C  C:  “In  the  action 
between  Jeames  Wakely  pit  and  the  Widdow 
Boosey  defendt  the  Courte  Judgeth  that  however 
there  appeare  not  evidence  to  proove  a  contract 
of  marriage  between  the  said  parties,  yet  there  is 
sufficient  to  evince  some  engagemt  or  promise  of 


1629/30,  Jan’y  6.  Vol.  I,  p  192  M  H  S  C,  5th 
Ser:  John  Winthrop  was  Governor  of  the  Massa¬ 
chusetts  Bay  Colony  at  this  time  and  in  his  cor¬ 
respondence  here  published  is  a  letter  from  “Sam- 
well  Borrowes”  dated  “Colchester  (England) 
this  6  of  Junarie,  1629  30”.  He  writes:  “Maye 
yet  plese  you  to  understand  the  case  of  my  right¬ 
ing  to  youere  worship  at  this  time,  is  that  there 
is  a  friend  of  mine  wiche  is  willinge  to  go  this 
voyedge  for  Newe  Ingland.  He  hathe  beine  in¬ 
clined  to  that  voyadg  a  gret  wile,  but  he  cam  not 
to  me  withe  a  reselushon  for  to  go  tele  this  morn- 
inge,  aftere  my  fathercs  letere  was  ritt,  and  he 
desired  me  to  right  to  you  for  to  entere  his  name 

and  his  wifes . His  name  is  James  Boosye, 

and  allese  his  wife.” 

1629/30,  Jan’y  20.  Do:  Another  letter  follows 
dated  Colchest,  this  date,  in  which  the  writer 
says:  “  In  my  former  letere  that  I  sente  to  you,  I 
moshened  to  you  Jhemes  Boseye  and  his  wife, 
wich  I  am  fere  soreye  that  I  ded  medcll  in  the 
besenes  about  sendinge  to  youer  worshep  for  them. 
Had  I  thot  that  he  wod  a  proved  so  on  constante, 
he  shod  a  rit  himselfe;  he  telese  me  the  resen  he 
cannot  go  this  viodeg,  is  that  he  had  sold  his 
comodties,  and  the  partey  teles  him  sence  that  he 
will  not  have  them,  except  he  will  staye  for  his 
moneye  tell  after  Mikellmose,  so  he  desired  me  to 
right  to  you  to  have  him  excused  for  this  foyadge.” 

1639,  Apl,  11.  Vol.  I,  27  G  C:  The  next  we 
hear  of  James  Boosey  he  is  taking  his  place  high 
up  in  the  affairs  of  the  Connecticut  Colony.  Today 
he  represents  Wethersfield,  his  home  town,  at  the 
General  Court  sitting  at  Hartford.  For  the  next 
ten  years,  or  until  his  death,  he  represented 
Wethersfield  continuously,  attending  during  this 
period  at  least  33  sessions  of  the  Court.  In  fact  he 
attended  a  session  at  Hartford  within  sixteen  days 
of  his  death.  He  was  rapidly  making  good  both 
in  the  public  service  and  in  material  wealth  when 
suddenly,  apparently  with  but  a  day’s  warning, 
he  was  cut  off. 
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the  said  Boosy  to  Jeames  Wakely  in  reference  to 
such  a  business  and  therefore  her  proceedings 
with  another  before  a  cleare  disingagemt  had  from 
the  former  was  at  least  disorderly.” 

1652,  Oct.  5.  Vol.  Dist,  p  24  rear,  Hartford: 
Our  best  estimate  is  that  now  Widow  Alice  Boosey 
is  about  42  years  old.  Notwithstanding  the 
above  Court  proceedings,  she  marries  today  the 
plaintiff  James  Wakely  of  Hartford  for  second 
husband. 

Something  happened  shortly  to  raise  the  ques- 
tion  of  the  legality  of  the  marriage,  but  the  Court 
settled  it  by  the  following  action.  It  is  apparent 
that  there  was  opposition  to  the  match  by  the 
children.  It  is  evident  moreover  that  the  match 
did  not  turn  out  well. 

1652/3,  Feb’y  23.  Vol.  II,  p  32  G  C:  This 
Court  judges  the  Deputyes  actyon  in  marring 
Jeames  Wakely  to  the  Widdo  Boosy  to  be  legall.” 

1652/3,  Mch.,  1st  Thurs.  Vol.  II,  p  40  C  C: 
“James  Wakeley  proved  at  this  Courte  by  Samll 
Steele  that  the  wife  of  the  said  James  hath  in  the 
time  of  her  widdowhood  given  a  bond  to  Joseph 
Boosy  of  £100  forfeiture  if  ever  shee  married  to 
James  Wakeley.” 

1662/3,  Jan’y  6.  Vol.  II,  p  185  CC:  “Whereas 
Janies  Wakeley  of  Wethersfield  is  lately  fled  from 
his  wife  and  family  and  left  an  estate  behind  him 
there”  the  Court  ordered  the  estate  Secured  & 
Ens.  Steele  is  ordered  to  take  an  inventory  to 
present  to  the  Court  in  March,  when  it  ordered 
the  “Sequestration  be  continued  until  this  Court 
take  it  off.”  By  summer  Wakely  had  returned 
and  matters  were  fixed  up  as  shown  by  what 
follows;  but  it  did  not  last  long,  for  Wakeley  in 
1666  fled  to  Providence,  Rhode  Island,  where  he 
stayed  till  he  died  in  1691. 

1663,  July  8.  Vol.  Ill,  p  5  CC:  “Ensign Samual 
Steele  &  Alice  Wakeley  gave  an  Account  of  the 
Dispose  &  Improvement  of  the  Estate  of  James 
Wakeley  that  was  sequestered  by  order  of  the 
Courte.  James  Wakeley  being  present  again,  and 
this  Court  was  well  satisfied  and  do  discharge  the 
sd  Alice  &  Ensign  Steele  of  the  Trust  committed 
to  them,  and  hereby  take  off  the  Sequestration 
that  this  Court  laid  upon  the  Estate.” 

The  children  carried  the  following  petition  to 
the  General  Court  in  order  to  forestall,  if  they 


1639,  Aug.  8.  Vol.  I,  p  25  G  C:  “Whereas  there 
was  an  order  of  the  18th  of  Febr,  1638,  for  survey¬ 
ing  the  armor  and  other  military  provitions  in 
each  Towne  once  a  quarter,  wch  hath  hither  to 
bcene  too  much  neglected,  for  the  execution 
hereof,  Mr.  Spencer  was  now  chosen  for  Hartford, 
Mr.  Hill  for  Windsor  and  James  Boosy  for  Weth¬ 
ersfield,  and  they  are  to  begin  before  the  last  of  this 
month:  And  in  case  any  of  these  persons  before 
chosen  be  negligent  in  this  great  trust  committed 
to  him,  he  shall  pay  20s.  for  every  default:  and 
they  are  to  make  returne  of  such  wch  they  find 
defective  the  nex  Particular  Court  after  each 
tyme  of  their  view,  and  during  the  tyme  of  this 
service  they  are  freed  from  watching,  warding 
and  trayning.” 

1639/40,  Jan’y  16.  P  34  Do:  “It  is  ordered 
both  for  the  satisfaction  of  those  of  Hartford  & 
Windsore,  who  formerly  mooved  the  Court  for 
some  inlargement  of  accommodacon,  and  also  for 
or  neighbors  of  Wethersfield  who  desire  a  planta- 
con  There,  that  Mr.  Phelps,  Mr.  Hill,  Thomas 
Scott,  Wm.  Gibons,  Robert  Rose  and  James 
Boosy,  shall  as  soone  as  with  any  conveinency 
may  be,  view  those  parts  by  Unxus  Sepus  wch 
may  be  suitable  for  those  purposes  and  make 
report  of  their  doings  to  the  Court  wch  is  adi- 
orned  for  that  end  to  the  20th  of  Febr.  att  10  of 
the  clocke  in  the  morning.”  This  action  was  the 
forerunner  of  Farmington’s  settlement. 

1640,  Apl.  10.  Vol.  I,  P  39  G  C:  “Forasmuch 
as  many  stubborne  &  refractory  Persons  are  often 
taken  wlh  these  libertyes,  and  no  meet  place  yet 
prpared  for  the  detayneing  &  keeping  of  such  to 
their  due  &  deserved  punishment,  It  is  therefore 
Ordered  that  there  shall  be  a  house  of  Correction 
built  of  24  foote  long  &  16  or  18  foote  broad,  wth 
a  celler,  ether  of  wood  or  stonne,  according  as  Mr. 
Talcotte,  Ed:  Stebing,  Tho:  Ford  and  James 
Boosy  shall  thinke  meete,  who  are  chosen  by  the 
Court  to  lette  out  the  worke,  appoynt  out  the 
Place  &  to  order  and  directe  whatsoever  occations 
and  businesses  that  may  fall  out  for  the  compleate 
finishing  the  said  house,  wch  is  to  be  done  by  the 
next  Courte,  in  September.” 

1640/1,  Mch.  10.  Vol.  II,  No.  174  P  C:  “The 
first  month:  10:  1641  the  lands  of  James  Boosye 
lying  in  Weithersfield  on  Connecticutt  River,  one 
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could,  any  land  passing  by  entail  to  Wakely  in  the 
event  of  their  Mother’s  death. 

1668,  May  16.  Vol.  II,  p  260  G  C:  “Upon  the 
petition  of  Ens:  Steele,  John  Pratt  and  Nath: 
Standley  &c:  this  Court  doe  hereby  order  that  the 
children  of  James  Boosey  or  their  heires  shall  not 
be  prejudiced  or  disinabled,  by  the  la  we  for 
clayme  of  land  and  prosecution  within  a  twelve 
moneth  &  a  day,  to  sue  for  or  recover  any  right  or 
title  they  have  or  ought  to  have  in  any  land  in 
reversion  after  the  death  of  their  mother,  either 
by  will  or  heirship  at  comon  lawe.”  (See  P.  C., 
Vol.  I,  Doc.  62,  for  further  facts  about  this.) 

1668,  Oct.  29.  Vol.  I,  p  682  Stiles:  "Alice,  the 
wife  of  James  Wakely”  (  on  the  stand  in  the 
witchcraft  case  of  Kate  Harrison)  “aged  about 
or  above  50  years,  testifyeth  that  being  present 
with  Mrs.  Robbins,  in  the  time  of  her  sickness 
whereof  Mrs.  Robbins  died;  she  did  see  and  know 
that  the  body  of  Mrs.  Robbins  was  stiff  so  that 
both  she  and  goodwife  Wright  Senior,  could  not 
move  either  her  arms  or  legs  although  both  of 
them  tried  to  move  them  &  the  same  day  Mrs. 
Robbins  died  then  her  whole  body  was  limber 
extraordinary.”  .... 

1669/70,  Mch.  9.  Vol.  XXI,  p  197  C  H  S:  “The 
widdow  Wakly”  reports  two  persons  and  33 
bushels  of  “indean  come  now  in  possession.” 

1670/1,  Feb’y.  Vol.  I,  p  1 13  T  V:  In  the  “Mile 
in  Breadth”  Division  on  the  west  side  of  the  river 
Goodwife  Wakely  is  one  of  76  citizens  to  partici¬ 
pate  thus:  “Goodwife  Wakely  54.” 

1673,  Apl.  I.  Vol.  Ill,  p  130  C  C:  Alice  Wakely 
sues  Mr.  Eliezer  Kimberly  “for  refuseing  to  make 
your  proportion  devideing  fence”  between  their 
home  lots.  The  Court  orders  Kimberly  to  make 
his  half. 

1673/4,  Jan’y  15.  Vol.  II,  p  912  Stiles:  “A 
Rate  raised  upon  114  Inhabitants  of  Wethersfield 
for  the  discharge  of  a  purchase  of  land  from  the 
Indians,  which  is  one  halfe  penny  upon  the  pound.” 
Goodwife  Mrs.  James  Wakley  pays  3s  2d  on  this 
levy.  See  distribution  made  in  1701. 

1677,  May  14.  Vol.  Ill,  p  163  G  C:  “Goodwife 
Alice  Wakeley  of  Wethersfield  was  fined  for  sel¬ 
ling  Liquer  to  the  Indians  the  sume  of  forty 
pounds,  the  sd  Wakeley  haveing  sold  Five  gal- 


piec  whereon  his  house  and  barne  standeth:  three 
acres  one  roode  more  or  lesse  the  ends  a  butt 
against  broad  Street  South  East  and  Rose-lane 
now:  west,  the  side  against  the  house-lott  late 
Sa:  Hubbards  now:  East  &  latly  Jo:  Stirkleone  & 
now  Goorg  Willis  Esquire  South  West.  ” 

Other  parcels  were:  “One  peic  lying  in  the 
Great  Meadow  Con:  twelve  acres.  .  .  .  One 
peic  lying  in  lower  mca:  called  dains  Con:  two 
acres  ....  One  pece  lying  in  the  wett  Swamp 
Con:  fourteen  acres.  .  .  .  One  pece  lying  in  the 

wett  soil  con:  fortye  &  two  acres . One 

pece  on  the  East  side  of  Conn  River  Con:  Eighty 
four  acres.”  .... 

Following  this  there  are  listed  in  P  C.  No.  175 
six  pieces  of  land  bought  of  Robert  Coe  (Ro :  Cooe) 
including  his  house,  which  contain  in  the  aggre¬ 
gate  82  acres.  P  C.  No.  176  lists  the  land  again 
with  the  lands  bought  of  John  Sticklion  and 
Mathew  Mitchell  aggregating  39  acres.  P  C.  No. 
176-b  repeats  the  land  bought  of  Robert  Coe. 
P  C.  No.  178-b  repeats  the  last  will  of  James 
Boosey.  All  the  papers  up  to  189b.  refer  to  son 
Joseph’s  estate  and  the  claims  of  the  daughters  to 
lands  left  by  their  father,  some  of  which  had  been 
sold  by  Joseph  before  he  died.  See  reference 
thereto  in  1684  item  following. 

His  ear  mark  is  recorded  in  Vol.  I,  page  3  at 
Wethersfield:  “James  Boosye  his  Eare  Marke  is 
a  Crop  [  ]  ner  are,  &  a  holl  in  the  ofe  Eare, 

&  for  his  oxen  [  ]  I.  B.  one  the  ner  horn.” 

1641,  Nov.  9.  Vol.  I,  p  82  G  C:  “It  is  ordered 
that  Mr.  Welles,  Mr.  Steele,  Mr.  Plum  and 
James  Boosy  shall  runne  the  lyne  West  into  The 
Country  betwixt  Hartford  and  Wethersfield,  to 
begin  at  the  great  River  against  the  marked  tree.” 

1641,  Dec.  P  84  Do:  James  Boosy  appears  as 
one  of  the  jury  of  the  General  Court,  and  a  half 
dozen  times  after  this  he  was  called  upon  to  serve. 

1643,  Oct.  12.  Vol.  I,  p  112  G  C:  “It  is  Ordered 
that  Mr.  Talcott  and  Andrewe  Bacon  are  to  take 
a  record  of  the  debts  of  the  Country  oweing  in 
Hartford,  Mr.  Woolcott  &  Mr.  Hill  for  Wyndsor, 
James  Boosy  for  Wethersfield.” 

1643,  Nov.  10.  P  114  Do:  “Its  ordered  that 
there  shall  be  a  Rate  of  £150  leved  uppon  the 
three  Towns  wch  is  to  be  apportioned”  by  a  com¬ 
mittee  of  5,  of  which  James  Boosey  is  one. 


*w 
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londs  of  liqrs  to  the  Indians.  She  did  own  a 
galland.” 

1680,  Oct.  P  30  Colonial  Rec  N  E  (1659-1701) 
rear:  Now  in  their  old  age  both  parties  petition 
the  General  Court  for  a  divorce,  but  the  Court 
declines  to  grant  it.  In  Oct.,  1681,  the  Court  like¬ 
wise  declines  to  return  a  £150  bond  which  it  had 
required  Wakely  to  put  up  on  a  former  occasion  - 
[See  PC,  Vol.  I,  Nos  251-253]. 

1683,  Aug.  30.  Vol.  1,  p  58  B  M  D:  “Alice 
Wakly  ye  wife  of  James  Wakely  Died  Augst  ye 
30th  Day  in  ye  year  1683.”  She  attained  an  age 
we  judge  of  close  to  seventy  years. 

1683,  Sept.  6.  Vol.  IV,  p  73  C  C:  “Administra¬ 
tion  on  the  Estate  of  Alice  Wakely  is  granted  to 
Lt.  Samual  Steele  and  Ens.  Nathaniel  Standley.” 
(her  sons  in  law.) 

1683,  Sept.  6.  Vol.  IV,  p  131  C  C:  The  inven¬ 
tory  of  her  estate  is  taken  by  Samual  Talcott  and 
Eleazar  Kimberly.  It  shows: 

Real  Estate  of  value  ....  £238-00-00 

Cash,  clothing,  personal  &  household  goods  110-19-04 

Total . £348-19-04 

Her  run-a-way  husband  continued  to  live  in 
Rhode  Island  and  kept  up  a  legal  fight  for  a  por¬ 
tion  of  his  wife’s  estate  until  death  intervened. 
The  records  indicate  that  he  died  between  Octo¬ 
ber,  1690  &  May,  1691. 

1701,  Apl.  28.  Vol.  IV,  pi  16  TV:  The  purchase 
of  1674  is  now  distributed  to  the  1 14  purchasers  of 
that  date.  It  is  known  as  the  Five  Mile  distribu¬ 
tion.  Goodwife  Alice  Wakely,  though  dead  now 
for  eighteen  years,  yet  retains  her  rights  and  some 
one  draws  for  her  Lot  No.  73  of  1 14  acres,  57  rods. 


1644,  June  3.  P  120  Do:  “Mr.  Steele,  Andrewe 
Bacon  &  James  Boosy  are  to  order  &  appoynt  some 
convenient  house  in  Hartford,  for  the  comly  and 
suitable  meeteing  of  the  Comissoners  in  Septem¬ 
ber  next,  wherein  they  may  agitate  the  affaires  of 
the  Combination.”  These  Commissioners  were 
coming  from  Boston,  Plymouth  &  New  Haven 
Colonies,  and  they  were  to  discuss  matters  of 
mutual  defense  chiefly. 

1644,  Oct.  25.  P  129  Do:  “The  Governour, 
Deputy,  Capten  Mason,  Mr.  Steele,  Mr.  Gaylard 
&  James  Boosy  are  desiered  to  treat  wlh  Mr. 
Fenwicke  concerneing  the  setling  of  the  Rivers 
Mouth,  to  know  uppon  what  terms  w-e  stand 
W'h  him  in  that  respecte,  and  also  to  consider 
what  they  thinke  meet  to  be  done  for  matter  of 
Fortificatio  there,  and  to  determine  and  conclud 
wlh  him  as  they  shall  judge  meete.” 

1645,  Apl.  10.  P  140  Do:  “James  Boosy  is 
Chosen  Clarke  of  the  band  for  Wethersfield.” 

1645,  Sept.  11.  P  144  Do:  “Mr.  Webster  is 
desiered  to  cause  the  Constables  of  Hartford  to 
bring  in  a  just  accoumpt  of  all  the  prticuler  and 
sevrall  chardges  of  the  late  warrs,  and  for  the 
support  of  Uncas.  Mr.  Roceter  to  doe  the  like  for 
Wyndsor,  Ja:  Boosy  for  Wethersfield.”  This  was 
a  war  planned  against  the  Narragansetts  and 
Niantics,  ordered  by  the  Commissioners  of  the 
United  Colonies  in  June,  1645.  The  Indians  sub¬ 
mitted  quickly,  however,  and  a  treaty  of  peace 
was  signed  on  Aug.  27th  at  Boston. 

1647,  Sept.  9.  P  169  Do:  Here  “Lieut.”  Boosy 
appears  among  the  Deputies  at  the  General  Court, 
and  he  carries  the  same  title  at  various  sessions 
thereafter.  We  saw  how  in  April,  1645  he  had  been 
chosen  “  Clarke  of  the  Band”.  Since  then  he  has 
minutes  of  the  Court. 


been  promoted,  but  the  record  thereof  is  not  in  the 

1649,  June  6.  P  197  Do:  James  Boosy  sits  at  Hartford  in  the  General  Court  today  for  Wethersfield,  only 

16  days  before  his  death. 

1649,  June  21.  Vol.  II,  p  17  C  C,  Hartford:  “This  21st  of  June  1649,  The  Last  will  &  Testament  of 
James  Boosey  Late  of  Wethersfeild  uppon  The  River  of  Connecticutt  who  Dyed  the  22th  of  this  Instant 
month.  Imprimus  I  give  to  my  Eldest  sonne  Joseph  Boosey  tow  hundred  pounds  to  bee  payed  him  when 
he  shall  come  to  the  Age  of  one  and  Twenty  years,  in  maner  as  followeth. 

“  I  give  Him  my  horn  lott  with  a  barne  standing  uppon  it  wch  I  Bought  of  Mr  Ollcott  wch  was  Thomas 
Sherwoods  the  younger  containing  six  acres  more  or  Less  wch  I  prised  at  fifty  pounds.  Seventeen  acres  of 
my  playne  that  is  to  say  the  little  plaine  Running  into  the  great  plain  of  A  true  square,  making  up  this 

17  acres  priced  at  fifty  one  pounds;  and  seven  acres  in  the  great  meadow  wch  I  bought  of  Rob1  Coe  price 
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thirty  five  pounds;  and  five  acres  in  Beavoure  meadowe  at  fifteen  pounds;  and  all  my  upland  wch  I  bought 
of  Rob1  Coe  price  20  pounds;  and  twenty  nine  pounds  in  such  pay  as  his  mother  can  conveniantly  pay  him 
in.  When  my  sonne  Joseph  corns  to  the  Injoyment  of  these  lands  according  to  this  my  will  he  shall  Repay 
back  the  twenty  nine  pounds  againe;  unlesse  it  be  paid  in  lands. 

“Item  I  give  to  my  Daughter  Mary  fifty  pounds  at  the  age  of  one  and  Twenty  years  or  at  the  Day  of 
her  marriage. 

“  Item  I  give  to  my  son  James  Boosey  a  Hundred  pounds  to  be  payed  him  when  he  shall  come  to  the 
age  of  one  and  Twenty  years  &  when  this  my  son  James  comes  to  the  Injoyment  of  his  land  according  to 
this  my  will  he  shall  pay  back  againe  the  Hundred  pounds  unless  he  take  this  Hundred  pound  in  lands. 

“Ite  I  give  to  my  Daughter  Hanah  Boosey  fifty  pounds  to  be  paid  her  at  the  age  of  one  and  twenty 
years  or  at  the  Day  of  her  marriage. 

“Ite  I  give  to  my  Daughter  Sarah  Boosey  fifty  pounds  to  be  paid  her  at  the  age  of  One  and  Twenty 
years  or  at  the  Day  of  her  marriage.  Further  it  is  my  will  that  my  two  sonns  Joseph  &  James  shall  have 
all  my  Lands  after  the  Death  of  their  mother  Joseph  shall  have  all  my  purchased  land  except  foure  acres 
in  beauvure  mea:  wch  is  twenty  acrs  on  the  great  plain  and  foure  acres  in  the  great  mea:  wch  was  John 
Simonses  &  Jarimiah  Jagers.  This  wth  that  before  mentioned  is  the  whole  purchased  Land  except  the 
four  acrs  in  beavure  Mea:  befor  excepted:  My  sonne  James  shall  have  my  now  Dwelling  house  &  house 
lot  and  barnes  &  houses  standing  thereon  with  all  the  lands  wch  was  given  me  by  the  Towne  that  is  now 
in  my  possession  wch  is  twelve  acres  in  the  great  Mea:  56  ac  of  upland  &  swamp  with  four  acr  in  beauver 
Mea:  wch  was  named  before. 

“  It  is  also  my  will  what  this  land  shall  amount  to  above  these  two  legisies  of  three  hundred  pounds  the 
value  of  it  shalbe  Devided  amongst  my  five  children  p’portioable  acording  to  their  portions:  we  who  are 
the  prisers  find  his  land  to  be  worth  foure  hundred  pounds  wfh  we  conceive  this  hundred  pound  wch  ser- 
mounts  to  be  Devided  thuse:  to  Joseph  Devision  corns  to  44"  8s  10d,  Jameses  22‘‘  4s  5d,  to  Mary  11"  2J 
2d  06,  to  Hanah  11"  2s  2d  06,  to  Sarah  11"  2’  2d  06,  and  so  ther  Remains  three  half  pence  undivided. 

“And  If  any  of  these  My  Children  shall  die  before  they  be  at  age  or  their  portions  shalbe  Due  to  them 
the  portion  or  portions  shalbe  Devided  among  the  serviving  Children  acording  to  the  Devision  p’portion- 
able  to  their  portions  as  the  hundred  pounds  is  to  be  Devided  that  was  formerly  mentioned. 

“  It  is  my  will  that  if  any  of  these  my  Children  shall  prove  undutifull  or  stuborne  and  will  not  be  Ruled 
by  their  mother  it  shalbe  in  the  power  of  their  mother  to  take  from  those  wch  are  undutifull  and  to  give 
the  Devidable  portions  to  those  wch  is  the  Dutifullest  as  she  shall  se  cause  and  as  they  shall  behave  them¬ 
selves  towards  her. 

“And  for  the  Rest  of  my  goods  I  do  bequeath  to  my  wife  as  my  whole  and  sole  Execatrix  and  do  Intreat 
Mister  Wells,  Brother  Smith  Senior  &  Brother  Dickinson  to  be  the  suprevisors  of  this  my  will  &  Teste- 
ment.  James  Boosey.” 

Witness:  Sam:  Smith  Senior 
Nath:  Dickinson 


1649,  June  22.  Do:  James  Boosey  was  probably  not  far  from  forty  when  he  died,  as  it  were  in  harness. 
His  will  made  only  the  day  before  shows  the  sudden  approach  of  death  without  much  warning.  This  date 
is  given  at  the  head  of  the  will;  it  is  not  of  record  in  Wethersfield. 

1649,  Aug.  4.  P  19  Do:  “The  Inventory  of  the  lands  and  goods  of  James  Boosy  this  4th  of  August  by 
Sam:  Smith,  Senr.,  and  Natha:  Dickenson: 


Impr  his  purse  and  Apparrell 

It.  his  beds  and  bedding  with  ye  furniture 

It.  his  Linnen  ..... 

It.  his  Joiners  and  wheelwright  tooles 
It.  Eleven  skipps  of  Bees  . 

It.  five  horses  and  mares  . 

It.  6  oxen,  3  cowes,  &  eleven  young  cattle 
It.  his  hoggs . 


£023-00-00 

030-00-00 

016-10-00 

010-00-00 

009-00-00 

062-00-00 

094-10-00 

008-10-00 
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It.  his  this  yeares  cropp  .  • 

It.  his  howse  and  Land 

It.  the  Debts  wch  is  owing  him  and  the  pay  wch  hee  hath  allready  paid  to  ye  shipp 
Ten  more  lines  of  household  and  farm  things 


£095-00-00 

400-00-00 

130-00-00 

104-18-00 


The  sum  is  £9S3-0S-00" 


1649/50,  Mch.  20.  Vol.  II,  p  3  G  C:  “This  Courte  adds  to  the  committee  chosen  to  prosecute  the  worke 
about  a  dwelling  house  at  Seabrooke,  at  the  Courte  uppon  the  10th  of  October,  1649,  Stephen  Post  and 
Thomas  Traisy,  of  Seabrooke:  and  Sammuell  Smith  Senior,  of  Wet'nersfeild,  to  the  Committee  about  the 
lands  at  Mattabcseck,  in  the  roome  of  Jeames  Boosey.”  (Mattabeseck  was  the  Indian  name  for  Middle* 
town). 

1684,  Oct.  9.  Vol.  Ill,  p  161  G  C,  Ptd,  Foot  note:  “Lieut.  Steele  and  Ensign  Stanley  sued,  in  the  right 
of  their  wives,  Mary  and  Sarah,  (daughters  of  James  Boosey,  of  Wethersfield,  deceased)  to  recover  certain 
lands  devised  by  Mr.  Boosey  to  his  children.  The  lands  in  controversy  were  devised  specifically,  to  Joseph, 
eldest  son  of  Mr.  Boosey,  on  attaining  the  age  of  twenty  one  years.  Joseph  married,  removed  to  West¬ 
chester,  and  died  there,  before  attaining  his  majority.  His  widow  married  Mr.  Jehu  Burr,  who  conveyed 
the  lands  in  Wethersfield  to  Enoch  Buck  and  Michael  Griswold,  the  Defendants  in  the  present  suit.  The 
construction  to  be  given  to  Mr.  Boosey's  will,  and  the  application  of  the  law  of  estates,  presented  great 
difficulties  to  the  Court;  and  the  plaintiffs,  dissatisfied  with  the  final  decision  of  the  General  Court, 
threatened  an  appeal  to  England.” 

1685,  Aug.  Vol.  I,  p  268  G  &  M:  Now  thirty  six  years  after  the  death  of  James  Boosey  and  two  years 
after  his  wife’s  death  a  division  of  his  real  estate  was  made  between  Lieut.  Samuel  Steele  and  Ensign 
Nathanial  Stanley,  the  husbands  of  his  daughters  Mary  and  Sarah.  The  homestead  went  to  Samuel 
Steele  who  had  been  living  there  for  the  past  seven  years  or  so.  The  homestead  here  described  is  evi¬ 
dently  the  same  as  that  described  in  the  Mch.  10,  1642  entry  ahead. 

1690,  Apr.  9.  Vol.  5,  p  13  C  C:  “James  Wakely  of  Providence  in  the  Colony  of  Rhode  Island  is  plntf: 
Nath:  Stanly  of  Hartford  defendant  to  answer  him  in  a  plea  wherefore  he  the  sayd  Stanly  did  the  sixt  of 
sept  In  the  35th  year  of  Lord  Charles  2d  late  King  of  England  enter  into  the  Land  &  Tenements  of  him  the 
sayd  James  Wakely  in  Weathersfield  which  he  claims  as  his  right  by  Inheritance  ....  In  this  action 
the  jury  find  for  the  plntf  the  houseing  &  Land  in  controversye  &  cost  of  court.” 

1690,  Sept.  4.  P  16  Do:  Nath:  Stanly  brings  suit  for  £50  against  James  Wakley  for  “  not  mayntayneing 
the  Buildings  in  repayre  that  belonged  to  the  estate  of  James  Boosey”.  Court  grants  non  suit,  and  before 
the  next  May  James  Wakely  passed  to  his  reward. 


CHILDREN 

(first  born  probably  in  England;  last  four  born  in  Wethersfield,  Ct.) 


00  ch. 


10  ch 


1.  JOSEPH  b. - ;  m.  Esther - ;  he  d.  July  24,  1655  she  d. 

They  resided  in  Wethersfield  in  March,  1654,  5.  He  died  at  Westchester,  N.  Y.  Inv’y,  £  504-10-00.  His 
widow  m.  (2)  Jehu  Burr  of  Fairfield,  Ct. 

2.  MARY  b.  Sept.  10,  1635;  m.  a  1651,  Lt.  Samuel  Steele  (see  below) 

3.  HANNAH  b.  Feb’y  10,  1641;  m.  bef.  Nov.  25,  1658,  John  Pratt;  she  d.  after  1694  he  d.  a  Aug.,  1690 

They  lived  in  Hartford,  Ct.  She  m.  (2)  about  1691  John  Sadd,  tanner,  who  had  two  sons.  Sadd  died  Dec.  20, 

1694,  leaving  estate  of  £1,901-05-01. 

4.  SARAH  b.  Nov.  12,  1643;  m.  June  2,  1659,  Ens.  Nathaniel  Stanley;  she  d.  Aug.  18,  1716,  *  73  he  d.  Nov.  14,  <  ch 

1712  se  a  74 

They  were  of  Hartford,  Ct.  Both  joined  Second  Church,  Mch.  31,  1678.  His  estate  totalled  £1,618-19-00. 

He  was  for  7  years  a  deputy  and  for  22  years  an  assistant. 

5.  JAMES  b.  Feb’y  1,  1645 

He  was  living  June  21,  1649  (father’s  will).  There  is  no  further  trace  of  him. 
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LINE  OF  DESCENT 

Lt.  Samuel  Steele  b.  1626/7  m.  Mary  Boosey  b.  1635 

John  Thompson  b.  1649  m.  Mary  Steele  b.  1652 

Thomas  Hart  b.  1680  m.  Mary  Thompson  b.  1682 

Lt.  Elijah  Hart  b.  1711  m.  Abigail  Goodrich  b.  1714 

Capt.  Jonathan  Eno  b.  1739  m.  Mary  Hart  b.  1744 

Salmon  Eno  b.  1779  m.  Mary  Richards  b.  1785 

Ozias  Buell  Bassette  b.  1807  m.  Emeline  Eno  b.  1S05 

Frederick  Henry  Bassette  b.  1839  m.  Margaret  Anderson  b.  1844 


THE  BR1DGHAM  FAMILY 


HENRY  BRIDGHAM  b.  1646,  Aug.  4.  Vol.  32,  p  25  Boston  Ser,  Aspin- 

_  m  wall  Notarial  Papers:  The  original  of  this  paper  is 

b  d.  bef.  Aug.  4,  1646  given  below  under  Henry  Bridgham’s  son  Henry 

d’  ’  of  Boston,  who  gave  on  this  date  in  Boston  a  letter 

' _ _ _ —  of  attorney  for  the  collection,  from  his  brother 

Robert  Bridgham  of  England,  of  his  share  of  the  estate  left  by  “his  ffather  Henry  Bridgham,  late  of 
ffeltam,  Suffolk  County,  England”.  This  is  as  much  as  we  know  at  present  about  the  mother  country 
ancestry  of  this  notable  family.  The  letter  referred  to  was  given  at  about  the  time  in  1646  when  John 
Eliot,  the  Indian  Apostle,  preached  a  long  sermon  in  the  native  dialect  to  the  Indians  at  Nonantum  New¬ 
ton),^  miles  from  Boston  centre.  This  led  to  the  formation  of  a  Corporation  in  England  (1649),  “for  the 
promoting  and  propagating  the  Gospel  among  the  Indians  of  New  England: 

“A  voice  crying  in  the  wilderness 
A  purpose  unspotted  by  love  of  ease  or  fame. 


CHILDREN 


l. 


2. 

3. 


(all  bom  in  England,  presumably  at  Flotam,  Suffolk  Co.) 

ANN  or  HANNAH  b.  161 1 ;  m.  Thomas  Buttall;  she  d.  a  Oct.,  1680,  x  69  he  d.  a  May,  1667,  a:  64 

They  came  over  together  in  the  Abigail  in  May,  1635.  he  32,  she  24.  He  was  a  leather  dresser  and  glover  of 
Boston.  She  was  adm.  to  Church  Sept.  28,  1639.  Thos.  Buttall  of  Boston  made  will  dated  25  (3)  1667,  pro¬ 
bated  June  18,  1667,  mentioning  brother  Henry  Bridgham.  Elizabeth  Harding  Bridgham,  will  dated  Aug.  2, 
probated  Nov.  5,  1672,  mentions  sister  Hannah  Buttall. 

HENRY  b.  a  1617;  m.  1644,  Elizabeth  Harding  (see  below) 

ROBERT  b. -  ,  - .  . 

He  stayed  in  England  and  was  charged  by  his  brother  Henry  in  1646  with  making  pretended  will  of  his 

father’s. 


4  ch 


CAPT&  }  HENRY  BRIDGHAM  b.  a  1617 

ELIZABETH  HARDING  m.  1644 

b.  1623  d.  Mch.  12,  1670/1 

d.  Aug.  1672,  se  49  ae  a  54 

1623.  Elizabeth  Harding  was  born  presumably 
at  Boreham,  Essex  County,  England,  where  her 
parents  were  living  in  1645.  This  date  is  proved 
by  the  next  entry.  Elizabeth  is  sister  to  Abraham 
Harding  who  is  direct  ancestor  of  President 
Warren  G.  Harding  (1920-1923). 

1635,  May.  P  73  Hotten:  Elizabeth  Harding, 
age  12,  arrives  in  Boston  in  the  ship  Abigail.  On 
the  same  passage  were  Thomas  and  Ann  Buttall, 
Elizabeth  being  their  future  sister-in-law. 


1617.  Henry  Bridgham  was  born  in  England 
presumably  at  Flotam,  Suffolk  County,  where  his 
parents  were  about  1646.  We  have  estimated  his 
birth  year  to  be  six  years  younger  than  that  of 
Anne  his  sister  who  came  over  in  1635,  some  six 
years  before  he  appears. 

1641,  Apl.  16.  P  5  Dorchester  C  R  (1891): 
Henry  Bridgham  joins  the  Church  in  Dorchester, 
Mass.,  there  being  eight  in  the  party.  This  is  our 
earliest  Colonial  Record  and  indicates  that  he 
arrived  in  America  about  this  time  when  the  first 
coding  of  the  Laws  of  the  Colonies  was  taking 
place,  the  Long  Parliament  being  in  session.  Up 
to  this  time  the  Magistrates  were  rulers  in  fact, 
and,  moreover,  they  feared  to  publish  a  code  of 
laws  lest  their  enemies  in  England  should  bring 
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1643/4,  Feb’y  17.  P  212  P  of  M:  Elizabeth 
Harding  was  admitted  to  the  Church  in  Boston  as 
maid  servant  of  Capt.  Edward  Gibbons  of  Bos- 

ton. 

1645,  Nov.  29.  Vol.  32,  p  11  Boston  Ser:  Eliza- 
beth,  wife  of  Henry  Bridgham,  gave  letter  of  at¬ 
torney  to  Francis  Lyle  of  Boston  to  collect  51  li 
due  her  from  Estate  of  her  father  John  Harding  of 
Boreham,  Essex,  Eng. 

1670,  Oct.  8.  “My  will  is,”  says  her  husband, 
“that  my  wife  and  son  Jonathan  doe  carry  on  the 
Tanyard  as  now  it  is  and  see  to  and  take  care  of 
the  education  and  instruction  in  the  Trade  of 
Joseph,  Benjamin,  Samuell  &  James  untill  every¬ 
one  of  you  attain  unto  the  age  of  one  and  twenty 
year;”  also  “I  give  to  my  loving  wife  my  two 
houses,  i  e,  the  house  I  now  live  and  Dye  in  .  .  . 
and  also  the  new  house  being  made  habitable, 
during  her  widdowhood;  but  if  she  marry  againe 
then  to  have  the  choice  of  the  houses”;  also 
£100  out  of  the  stock;  also  to  share  equally  with 
the  children  in  the  residue.  “  1  appoint  my  son 
John  Executor  with  his  mother  for  her  help  & 
assistance  in  the  managing  of  the  Executorship.” 

1671,  April  13.  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Bridgham  made 
oath  that  the  inventory  of  her  husband’s  estate  as 
presented  is  true. 

1671/2,  Jan’y  24.  Vol.  VII,  p  306  S  C  D:  John 
Walley  and  Sara  his  wife  give  deed  to  Peter  Lidget, 
merchant  of  Boston,  for  £280,  for  land  “fronting 
South  upon  the  highway  that  borders  upon  the 
Widdow  Bridgham’s  tanyard”. 

1672,  Aug.  2.  Vol.  7,  p  266  P  Ct;  Abstract  of 
Will:  “In  the  name  of  God  Amen  I  Elizabeth 
Bridgham  of  Boston,  widow,  being  sicke  of  body 
but  perfect  of  memory  blessed  bee  god  do  make 
this  my  last  will  .... 

“1st  To  my  eldest  son  John  out  of  the  £100 
left  by  my  husband  to  buy  books  with  £50  &  the 
other  £50  I  give  £40  to  my  son  Joseph  &  the  other 
£10  to  my  other  four  sonnes  equally.  To  John 
further  a  new  pair  of  curtains  &  vallance  that  hath 
not  been  used. 

“  Item  To  son  Jonathan  the  best  paire  of  green 
curtains  &  Vallance;  my  best  green  Rugg;  the 
best  feather  bed  &  boulster  with  the  best  bed- 
steade;  &  the  rest  of  my  household  goods  I  give  to 
all  my  six  sons  equally. 


about  the  Colony’s  downfall.  But  the  Long  Par¬ 
liament’s  grip  with  Royalty  removed  all  fear  and 
democracy  jumped  forward. 

1643,  May  10.  Vol.  II,  p  293  M  B  C,  Ptd: 
Henry  Bridgham  and  our  Nicholas  White  of 
Dorchester  are  made  freemen  of  Massachusetts 
Bay  Colony  today. 

1644,  Mch.  31.  P68PofM:  Henry  Bridgham 
was  admitted  to  the  Church  in  Boston,  “a  single¬ 
man,”  says  the  record.  This  approximates  the 
date  of  his  removal  from  Dorchester  and  it  is  ap¬ 
parent  that  he  fell  in  love  almost  at  once  with 
Elizabeth  Harding  who  had  joined  the  same 
church  during  the  preceding  year.  At  any  rate 
they  were  married  within  the  year,  he  at  27  and 
she  at  21,  and  they  made  a  splendid  team  in  build¬ 
ing  up  a  large  and  prosperous  tannery  in  the  heart 
of  Boston;  this  business  of  tanning  being  one  of 
the  most  lucrative  trades  of  the  early  Colonies. 
Their  dwelling  was  located  on  the  site  of  the  pres¬ 
ent  post  office,  which  is  encircled  by  Devonshire, 
Water,  Congress  and  Milk  streets. 

1644.  Vol.  I,pl36A&HACofB:  Henry 
Bridgham  was  one  of  42  to  join  the  famous  Ancient 
&  Honorable  Artillery  Company  of  Boston  this 
year  and  of  which  later  he  was  elected  Captain. 

1645,  Nov.  29.  Vol.  32,  p  1 1  Boston  Ser,  Aspin- 
wall:  “A  tre  of  Atturney  from  Henry  Bridgham 
&  Elizabeth  his  wife  the  daughter  of  John  Harding 
of  Boreham  in  Essex  yeoman  deceased  to  ffrancis 
Lyle  of  Boston  in  New  England  Chirurgeon  for 
fifty  sixe  pounds  part  of  a  Legacie  given  the  said 
Elizabeth  by  the  said  John  Hardinge  deceased. 
Witness:  Robert  Harding,  Thomas  Buttolph.” 

1645,  Dec.  10.  P  13  Do:  “A  tre  of  Atturney 
fro  Henry  Bridgham  of  Boston  and  Elizabeth  his 
wife  (the  daughter  of  John  Harding  of  Boreham 
in  Essex  yeoman  deceased)  to  Mr.  Wm  Brenton 
of  Aquednick  in  the  Narrowganset  for  £15- 10s 
part  of  a  Legacie  or  gift  of  the  said  John  Harding 
with  power  generall.”  This  was  turned  over  to 
“Mr.  Alexander  Pollington,  Haberdasher  of  hatts 
in  Lombard  street  neere  the  white  horse  Taverne”, 
as  attorney  in  England. 

1645,  Dec.  13.  P  14  Do:  “A  tre  Atturney  by 
virtue  of  a  former  tre  Atturney  made  to  him  by 
Henry  Bridgham  dat  29  (9)  from  ffrancis  Loyvell 
to  Joseph  Rudson  in  St  Mary  axe  for  £56  part  of 
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“Item  In  case  any  son  shall  take  any  indirect 
course  the  overseers  shall  have  power  to  cut  short 
&  lessen  above  bequests  &  give  same  to  those 
better  deserving  the  same. 

“Item  To  sister  Hannah  Butall,  my  best  cloth 
gowne;  best  black  cloake;  best  wearing  linnen  & 
the  rest  of  my  apparrell  I  give  to  such  poor  per- 
sons  as  overseers  think  fit. 

“Item  I  appoint  Sonne  Jonathan  Executor  of 
this  my  last  will  ....  and  Mr.  Anthony 
Stoddard,  Deacon  Robert  Sanderson  &  Deacon 
Henry  Allen,  Deacons  of  the  first  church  of  Bos- 

ton,  overseers  .... 

Elizabeth  Bridcham  &  a  seale” 

Witness:  Christopher  Read 
David  Hobart 

1672,  Aug.  Within  ten  days  after  making  her 
will  Elizabeth  Harding  Bridgham,  at  49  years  of 
age,  dies  at  her  home,  probably  the  new  mansion 
house,  in  Boston.  She  lived  to  enjoy  her  husband  s 
riches  less  than  17  months  after  he  had  passed  on. 

1672,  Aug.  12.  P  267  Do:  Inventory  of  the 
Goods  &  Chatties  of  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Bridgham, 
dec’d:  Sundry  tables,  forms,  carpets,  chairs,  beds, 
cushions,  cobirons,  ruggs,  blankets,  pillions, 
chests,  cupboards,  cases,  tongs,  andirons,  shawels, 
warming  pan,  sheets,  cloths,  towells,  dishes, 
morter  &  pestle,  trunks,  pewter,  earthenware, 
kettles,  pots,  stillyards,  &c  &c  .  .  £113-1 2-00 

Given  to  dispose  of  besides  these  things  100-00-00 

Total . £213-12-00 

1672,  Nov.  5.  P  267  Do:  Jonathan  Bridgham 
made  oath  to  the  accuracy  of  this  Inventory  of  his 
mother  Elizabeth  Bridgham’s  estate,  and  the 
witnesses  made  oath  that  they  saw  the  testator 
sign  the  will. 


a  Legacie  given  by  John  Harding  of  Boreham  in 
Essex  yeoman  to  Elizabeth  his  daughter.” 

1646,  Aug.  4.  P  25  Do:  “Henry  Bridgham  of 
Boston  in  N:E:  tanner  did  Constitute  Tho: 
Chapleine  &  Jasper  Shephard  of  St.  Edw  Bury  in 
Suffo  linen  Drapers  to  call  in  question  0£  by  all 
wayes  &  means  in  lawe  pvided  to  disprove  dis- 
anull  &  overthrowe  the  pretended  will  of  Henry 
Bridgham  his  ffather  late  of  ffeltam  in  SufF:  de¬ 
ceased,  &  to  call  to  Account  his  brother  Robert 
Bridgham  who  by  virtue  of  that  pretend  will  hath 
entred  uppon  &  possessed  the  lands  &  other  estate 
of  his  said  ffather:  wth  power  to  pursue  implead 
&c:&  power  of  substitution.”  At  same  time  Henry 
Bridgham  gave  power  of  attorney  to  the  above  to 
“recover  and  receive  of  Robert  Bridgham  of 
ffeltam  £20  sterling.” 

1646.  Vol.  I,  p  156  T  V,  Boston:  “At  a  meeting 
of  the  selectmen  30  :  2  : 1660,  it  was  voted:  Where¬ 
as  in  the  year  (’46)  or  there  aboutts  the  selectmen 
gave  liberty  to  Henry  Bridgam  to  sett  part  of  his 
barke  house  upon  part  of  the  townes  land,  and 
builded  a  part  of  his  dwelling  house  upon  the  said 
land,  Itt  is  hereby  declared  that  for  and  in  con¬ 
sideration  of  fourty  pounds  to  bee  paid  by  him 
towards  the  erecting  of  an  Almeshouse  in  this 
Towne,  the  said  land  as  itt  is  now  built  upon  and 
fenced  in  (except  the  fence  before  his  gate  and 
pitts  which  is  to  bee  straight),  is  hereby  confirmed 
to  the  said  Henry  Bridgham,  his  heyres,  executors 
and  assignes  for  ever.”  The  tan  pits,  says  the 
H  A  A  Co.  of  B,  were  located  on  the  South  side  of 
Water  street  near  the  water. 

1648/9,  Jan’y  12.  Vol.  II,  p  65  Boston  Ser: 
“Henry  Bridgham  granted  unto  Richard  Tapping 
of  Boston  the  dwelling  house  wherein  the  said 
Richard  now  dwells  and  halfe  the  lott  as  now  it  is 


marked  out.” 

1648/9,  Jan’y  13.  P  69  Do:  “Henry  Bridgham  granted  unto  John  Spoore  of  Boston  his  dwelling  house 
in  Boston  and  his  lott  as  it  is  now  marked  out.” 

1649,  Dec.  25.  Vol.  29,  p  268  Boston  Ser,  Aspinwall:  “Henry  Bridgham  constituted  Wm  Houtchinof 
Rickin  gale  in  Count  Suffolk,  Tanner,”  his  attorney  to  recover  from  the  Executors  of  his  father  s  will. 

1652/3  Mch  14.  Vol.  I,  p  103  T  V:  "Att  a  generale  Towne  meeting  on  publike  warning.  Thear  is 
chosen  Constabls;  for  this  towne,  Mr  Joseph  Rocke,  Henry  Bridgham,  Bartholmew  Chevars,  William 

Wenborne.”  , 

1655.  Vol.  II,  p  101  Boston  Ser:  Henry  Bridgham  buys  the  John  Spoore  place  on  the  Creek  WI^er^  in 
1643  the  leather  dressers  were  given  a  place  to  water  their  leather.  Near  here  the  Bridgham:.  a<-  t  <-ir 

tan  pits. 
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1656/7,  Jan’y  23.  Vol.  Ill,  p  130  b,  S  C  D:  Henry  Bridgham,  tanner;  Thomas  Clark,  merchant;  Alex¬ 
ander  Adams,  ship  carpenter;  John  Parker,  Cordwayner;  and  Edward  Gooding,  lighterman;  all  of  Boston, 
joint  administrators  of  the  estate  of  Jarvis  Gold,  Cordwayner,  receive  deed  from  Thomas  Clarke  to  land 
in  Boston,  on  the  highway  from  the  new  meeting  house  to  the  water  side. 

1658,  Oct.  12.  Vol.  IX,  p  66  B  M  D,  Ptd:  “deceased  the  1 2th  of  the  8th  mo.  1658  Joseph  Dawson, 
Servant  to  Henry  Bridgham.” 

1660,  Apl.  30.  Vol.  I,  p  156  T  V:  This  is  the  date  of  the  Selectmen’s  vote  showing  Mr.  Bridgham’s 
gift  of  £40  towards  a  new  almshouse. 

1668/9,  Feb’y  12.  Vol.  I,  p  49  Old  South  Church  Hist  (1890):  As  a  result  of  dissention  over  the  in¬ 
stallation  of  Rev.  John  Davenport  of  New  Haven  in  the  Third  Church,  which  is  the  Old  South,  the  three 
deacons  were  voted  out  of  office  and  three  new  ones  elected  “  in  their  roome”.  The  record  proceeds:  “  Mr. 
Bridgham  was  the  first  new  deacon  nominated  and  chosen,  and  being  called  to  shew  his  acceptance,  said 
he  had  rather  indeed  they  had  chosen  some  other,  but  seing  the  holy  ghost  had  elected  him,  he  did  give 
up  himself  to  the  work.” 

1670.  Vol.  II,  p  525  M  H  of  B  (1881):  Here  is  shown  a  picture  of  the  Mansion  which  Deacon  Bridgham 
had  in  process  of  construction  this  year  on  the  present  site  of  the  Post  Office  in  Boston,  which  was  near 
to  his  tan  pits.  He  did  not  live,  however,  to  finish  or  occupy  it.  Neither  did  the  widow  live  to  enjoy  it 
to  any  extent.  She  lived  only  18  months  after  her  husband’s  death.  The  Mansion  fell  to  son  Doctor  John. 
From  him  its  descent  is  shown  in  Vol.  2,  part  2,  Boston  Ser.,  Ptd:  It  finally  became  the  famous  Julien 
House  which  Shurtleff’s  Boston,  659,  describes  at  length.  Henry  Bridgham’s  autograph  is  to  be  seen  in 
the  above  Memorial  History  of  Boston.  The  Julien  House  was  made  famous  by  Jean  Baptiste  Gilbert 
Paylot  de  Julien,  the  most  famous  restaurateur  of  his  generation.  Even  after  the  nineteenth  century  came 
in  the  famous  Julien  restaurant  was  continued  by  the  founder’s  widow  and  today,  in  every  great  metropolis 
of  the  world,  “Julien  soup”  perpetuates  his  name. 

1670,  Nov.  8.  Vol.  7,  p  1 15  P  Ct;  abstract  of  will:  “The  last  will  of  Henry  Bridgham  of  Boston  weake 
in  body  but  p’fect  in  Memory.  First  -  my  just  debts  and  funeral  expenses  discharged,  the  remainder  I 
dispose  &  bequeath  as  follows:  Vizr  the  new  house  that  I  have  raised  &  proceed  in  the  building  of  itt  my 
will  is  that  it  be  finished  and  made  habitable  at  the  discretion  of  my  wife  and  overseers. 

“  It.  My  will  is  that  my  wife  and  Son  Jonathan  doe  carry  on  the  Tan  Yard  as  now  it  is  &  see  to  and 
take  care  of  the  education  and  instruction  in  the  Trade  of  Joseph,  Benjamin,  Sammuell  &  James  untill 
every  one  of  you  attaine  unto  the  age  of  one  &  twenty  years;  also  my  will  is  that  the  whole  Yard  be  equally 
divided  into  5  parts  for  the  setling  of  every  one  of  them  in  a  way  of  livelyhood  provided  if  any  of  them 
shall  not  like  to  dwell  on  it  or  not  like  to  folow  that  calling  they  shall  not  alienate  the  Land  to  any  stranger 
but  it  shall  remain  unto  some  of  ye  Brothers  upon  valuable  considerations,  judged  by  my  overseers  as 
also  the  division  of  the  land  is  left  to  them  together  with  such  division  of  the  Pitts  of  both  Kynds  to  such 
as  first  come  to  age  .... 

“  It.  I  give  to  my  loving  wife  my  two  houses,  i.  e.,  the  house  I  now  live  &  Dye  in  &  withal  the  Estate 
therein  of  one  Kind  or  other  &  also  the  new  house  being  made  habitable  .  .  .  .  to  be  &  remain  to  her 
during  her  life  in  a  state  of  Widdowhood  but  if  shee  See  good  to  marry  againe  then  to  have  the  choice  of 
the  houses  and  the  other  to  be  improved  for  the  use  of  the  two  youngest  sons. 

"  It.  I  give  to  my  wife  one  hundred  pounds  to  be  received  out  of  the  Stock  besides  what  is  given  her 
before. 

“It.  To  Jonathan,  Joseph  &  Benjamin  I  give  each  of  them  £100  in  hydes  and  barke. 

“It.  To  Samuel  &  James  I  give  £100  apiece. 

“It.  My  son  John  whome  I  have  been  at  charge  to  bring  up  to  learning  which  I  might  reccon  as  a 
portion  to  him  yet  I  bequeath  to  him  £100  and  appoynt  him  Executor  with  his  mother  for  her  help  & 
assistance  in  the  managing  of  the  Executorshipp  .... 

"It.  My  will  Irrevokeable  is  that  if  any  of  my  sons  should  prove  disobedient  &  behave  themselves  to 


„ 


THE  BRIDGHAM  FAMILY 


117 


the  grief  of  their  mother  it  shall  be  in  her  power  to  abridge  &  cut  short  them  in  their  porcons  as  by  advice 
she  shall  see  cause  &  by  it  encourage  the  faithful  &  obedient. 

“  It.  My  will  is  that  if  my  wife  die  in  a  state  of  Widdowehood  to  mee  she  shall  have  power  to  bequeathe 
&  dispose  of  any  Estate  she  Dyes  possessed  housing  &  Lands  .... 

“Lastly  Balance  to  be  equally  Divided  among  my  wife  &  children  ....  and  I  beg  my  friends  and 
brethren  Robert  Sanders  and  Henry  Allen  to  be  overseers. 


“Codicil:  This  21-12,  70  1  desire  John  Gornall  of  Dorchester  may  be  interested  to  joyne  with  my  over¬ 
seers  and  give  him  the  Like  power  with  them. 

Witnesses:  Morgan  Jones  Henry  Bridcham  &  a  Seale” 

John  Buttolph 


1670/1,  Mch.  12.  Vol.  II,  p  101  Boston  Ser:  Four  months  after  making  will  Deacon  and  Captain  Henry 
Bridgham  dies  at  home  in  Boston,  at  age  of  only  54. 

1671,  Mch.  31.  Vol.  7,  p  1 16  P  Ct:  “  Inventory  was  filed  of  the  Leather  Hides  &  Barke,  as  follows: 


In  tand  Sides  there  are  1330  @  16s  a  piece 
There  is  tan’d  hides  614  at  20s  a  piece 
Theire  is  green  leather  625  hides  ©  16s  a  peece  . 
More  tan’d  leather  ...... 

More  tan’d  sides  36  ®  20s  apeace 

Goodman  Holbrook  of  Roxbury  hath  120  hides  tand 

more  30  skins  at  his  house  .... 

ffoure  stackes  of  Barke  and  apeece 

Nyne  sides  of  tand  leather  at  nyne  shillings  a  piece 

ffore  a  parcell  of  hides  green  prized  at 

There  is  in  Dry  hides  ox  and  Cowe  736  at  15s  a  piece 

more  in  hides  61  ..... 


£1,464-00-00 

614-00-00 

500-00-00 

40-06-00 

36-00-00 

120-00-00 

4-10-00 

200-00-00 

4-01-00 

41-00-00 

552-15-00 

32-07-00 


£3,60S- 19-00” 


1671,  Mch.  31.  P  117  Do:  “Inventory  of  Goods  &  Chatties  of  Mr.  Henry  Bridgham,  Dec’d: 


In  the  hall  A  long  table  a  Round  table  &  2  faunes  .......  £  2-00-00 

In  ye  parlr  A  ffeather  bed  3  blankets  a  rugge,  curtains  &  Bedstead,  two  Boulsters  &  two  pillows  9-00-00 
a  trundle  bed  Bedstead  a  feather  bed  boulster  2  blankets  and  a  ring  ....  4-03-00 

The  Booke  of  Martins  in  3  vols  a  great  Bible  and  5  other  bookes  .....  6-00-00 

Nyne  pairs  of  Coarse  sheets  3  table  clothes  &  12  towells  ......  4-00-00 

A  feather  bed  2  Boulsters  3  Blanquets  3  pillows  &c  .......  11-00-00 

A  Rug  a  Blanket  pr  new  Serge  Curtains,  2  Carpets  &c  ......  10-00-00 

His  wearing  apparell  ............  20-00-00 

12  bu  of  Indian  Corn  &  6  of  rye  ..........  2-10-00 

2  Muskets  4  swords  a  Belt  &  1  pr  Bondileers  ........  3-00-00 

A  Cappett  2  Brass  Kettles  4  Iron  pots  &c  ........  12-00-00 

The  Dwelling  house,  the  new  house  with  boards  plankes  toward  it  furnishing  with  all  the 

outhousing  and  the  Land  appleying  to  them  with  ye  Pitts  &c  ....  1,500-00-00 

Fifteen  other  lines  .............  75-12-00 


£1,659-05-00” 

1671,  Apl.  13.  P  116  Do:  Mr.  Morgan  Jones  &  John  Buttolph  appeared  and  made  Oath  that  they 
were  present  when  Deacon  Henry  Bridgham  signed,  sealed  &  published  this  Instrument:  .... 

1671,  Apl.  13.  P  116  Do:  “Mrs.  Elizabeth  Bridgham  made  oath  before  Richard  Bellingham  Esq. 
Governor  &  Major  Generali  John  Leveral  that  this  is  a  true  Inventory  of  the  estate  of  her  Late  husband 
Henry  Bridgham.” 

1671  /2,  Mch.  13.  Vol.  VI,  p  294  S  C  D:  William  Cotton  and  wife  Anne  sell  to  Henry  Bridgham,  tanner, 
1 ,000  acres  of  land  at  Quinebauge,  upland  and  meadows,  which  was  a  part  of  that  4,000  acres  which  was 
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Mr.  Joshua  Foote’s.  This  was  recorded  May  22,  1672,  the  whole  transaction  apparently  being  concluded 
after  Mr.  Bridgham’s  death. 

1677,  June  1.  Vol.  V,  p  140  M  B  C:  “  In  ansr  to  the  peticon  of  John  Bridgham,  Jnothan  Bridgham  & 
Joseph  Bridgham,  Henry  Allin,  Robert  Sanderson,  overseers  to  the  two  younger  brothers,  .  .  .  the 
Court  Judgeth  it  meet  to  referr  the  consideration  thereof  to  the  County  Court  for  SufFolke"  to  make  the 
division  equall.  .  .  . 

16S0,  July  29.  Vol.  XI,  p  361  S  C  D:  Agreement  is  reached  by  John,  Jonathan  and  Joseph  Bridgham 
in  regard  to  the  distribution  of  the  land  left  by  their  father  to  his  six  sons,  Benjamin,  Samuel  &  James 
having  died  meanwhile,  however.  Two  hundred  seventy  rods  are  distributed  per  printed  plot.  John  gets 
40 H  rods;  Jonathan,  135  rods  in  two  parcels;  and  Joseph,  94}  2  rods. 

1834.  Vol.  I,  p  250  Savage:  “Four  of  the  Bridgham  name  had  been  graduated  by  1834  at  Harvard 
and  one  at  Brown  University.” 

CHILDREN 

(all  bom  at  Boston,  Mass;  note  that  all  ten  are  boys) 

1.  DR.  JOHN  b.  Sept.,  1645;  m.  Sarah - ;  he  d.  May  2,  1721,  a:  76  she  d. 

He  graduated  from  Harvard  College  in  1669.  Was  doctor  at  Ipswich,  Mass.  He  inherited  his  father’s  new 

mansion  in  Boston. 

2.  JOSEPH  bp.  Dec.  14,  1645;  he  d.  young 

The  First  Church  report  reads:  “  1645,  14  day,  10  mo.  about  8  days.” 

3.  LT.  JONATHAN  b.  a  1648;  m.  a  1672,  Elizabeth - (see  below) 

4.  DEA.  &LT.  JOSEPH  b.Jan’y  17,  1651/2;  m.  a  1675,  Sarah - ;  he  d.  Jan’y  5,  1708/9,  x  57  shed.  July  11,  1  ch 

1696 

He  was  a  prosperous  tanner  of  Boston,  like  his  father  and  brother  Jonathan.  He  was  a  Lieut,  and  an  Elder. 

Was  in  Artillery  Co.  in  1674.  Representative  in  1697.  He  m.  (2)  Apl.  17, 1700  Mercy  Wensley,  ae  33,  and  bore  5  ch 

5  children.  She  m.  (2)  Dec.  8,  1712  Hon.  Thomas  Cushing  and  died  Oct.  3,  1740,  ae  73. 

5.  BENJAMIN  b.  May  3,  1654;  m.  Sarah - ;  he  d.  Nov.  1676,  ae  22  she  d. 

He  was  in  Artillery  Co.  in  1674. 

6.  HOPESTILL  b.  July  29,  165S;  he  d.  young 

7.  NATHANIEL  b.  Dec.  8,  1659;  he  d.  June  1,  1660,  ae  6  mos. 

8.  SAMUEL  b.  Jan’y  17,  1660/1;  he  d.  Mch.,  1673,  ae  12 

Administration  was  granted  Jan’y  29,  1677  to  brothers  John  and  Jonathan.  Inventory  was  £540-16-07. 

9.  NATHANIEL  b.  Apl.  2,  1662;  he  d.  young 

10.  JAMES  b.  May  12,  1664;  he  d.  1679,  ae  15 

Adms.  granted  to  brothers  John,  Jonathan  &  Joseph.  Inventory  of  £734-06-00,  distributed  to  3  brothers  living. 


LT.  JONATHAN  BRIDGHAM  b.  a  1648 

ELIZABETH -  m.  a  1672 

b.  a  1650  d.  a  Feb’y  1689/90 

d.  Jan’y  2,  1690/1,  ae  a  41  ae  a  42 

1650.  Like  her  husband  we  are  obliged  to  esti- 
mate  the  date  of  Elizabeth’s  birth.  It  is  the  more 
difficult  because  we  know  not  her  surname  and 
therefore  no  brothers  or  sisters  to  help  place  her. 
Nevertheless  other  circumstances  point  to  the 
conclusion  that  she  was  born  very  close  to  this 
middle  of  the  seventeenth  century,  and  that  she 
was  a  daughter  of  a  Boston  family  of  standing. 


1648.  This  is  the  approximate  date  of  Jonathan 
Bridgham’s  birth.  From  the  town  or  the  church 
vital  records  we  would  not  know  that  he  was  ever 
born.  He  is  the  only  child  who  is  not  mentioned 
in  one  or  both  of  above  records.  Seven  tenths  of 
them  are  in  both.  The  birth  records  in  Boston 
from  1647  to  1650  are  imperfect,  says  the  record, 
and  this  explains  the  shortage. 

1671/2,  Mch.  12.  Jonathan  is  24  years  old  on 
the  death  of  his  father,  who  made  this  provision 
for  him  in  his  will:  “My  will  is  that  my  wife  and 
son  Jonathan  doe  carry  on  the  Tanyard  as  now  it 
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1688/9,  Mch.  13.  Elizabeth’s  husband  says  in 
his  will:  “  I  give  to  my  Loveing  and  beloved  wife 
Elizabeth  Bridgham  the  use,  profits  and  improve¬ 
ments  of  one  third  part  of  my  whole  estate;  also 
£50;  also  my  negro  woman  named  Pellifoot;  if  she 
marry  again  she  can  have  in  lieu  of  above  £200. 
I  do  nominate,  make,  appoint  and  ordeine  my 
said  Loveing  wife  Elizabeth  and  my  son  Henry 
Bridgham  the  Executors  of  this  my  last  Will.” 

1689/90,  Feb’y  26.  Elizabeth  Bridgham,  ex¬ 
ecutrix,  presents  inventory  of  her  husband’s 
estate  to  the  Court. 

.  1690/1,  Jan’y  19.  Vol.  IX,  p  192  B  M  D,  Ptd: 
“  Eliza.  Bridgham  Widdo  dyed,”  at  Boston.  Living 
less  than  a  year  after  her  husband’s  demise  it  is 
probable  that  she  was  somewhere  around  41  at 
her  death.  She  left  no  probate  record  at  Boston 
apparently. 


is  &  see  to  and  take  care  of  the  education  and  in¬ 
struction  in  the  Trade  of  Joseph,  Benjamin, 
Sammuell  &  James”  ....  This  was  a  heavy 
responsibility  and  he  apparently  carried  out  his 
part  well.  During  this  year  1672,  we  figure,  he 
married  Elizabeth.  No  marriage  records  exist  at 
Boston  during  the  years  1663-1679,  so  that  we 
may  never  know  Elizabeth’s  surname.  For  the 
same  reason  the  surnames  of  all  the  first  wives  of 
his  brothers  are  missing.  Jonathan  bore  his  share 
of  the  public  business,  as  juryman,  soldier,  con¬ 
stable,  inspector,  &c.,  as  will  appear. 

1673,  Mch.  31.  Vol.  VII,  p  74  TV,  Ptd:  “Letto 
Jonathan  Bridgham  the  tan  pitts  his  Father 
formerly  rented  of  the  towne  from  the  first  day  of 
Aprill  next  for  the  terme  of  8  yeares  next  ensue- 
inge,  he  payinge  to  the  treasurer  of  the  towne  for 
the  time  beinge  anually  on  or  before  the  said  1st 
day  of  Aprill  30  s  in  mony.” 


'  1675,  Mch.  1.  Vol.  IX,  p  340  SC  D:  Elizabeth  Jackson,  widow,  gives  a  mortgage  for  £40  on  her 
tenement  in  Condit  St.  in  Boston  to  Jonathan  Bridgham,  tanner,  acknowledging  that  “her  husband 
Edmund  Jackson  in  his  lifetime  was  well  and  truly  paide  this  sum  by  Henry  Bridgham  ffather  of  the  said 
Jonathan  Bridgham”.  This  mortgage  ran  for  4 Yi  years  and  was  discharged  by  Jonathan  Bridgham  on 
Sept.  29,  1679. 

1673.  Vol.  I,  p  223  A  &  H  A  C  of  B:  Jonathan  Bridgham  is  here  listed  as  having  joined  the  Ancient 
Artillery  Company  of  Boston  this  year.  It  says  also  that  he  was  the  3d  sergeant  of  the  Artillery  Company 
in  1681,  the  very  year  in  which  he  joined  the  Foot  Company. 

1675,  May  12.  Vol.  V,  p  25  M  B  C,  Ptd:  This  was  Jnothn  Bridgham’s  first  "free”  day,  having  been 
made  a  freeman  of  Massachusetts  Bay  Colony  at  Boston.  He  waited  long  for  it,  too,  for  now  he  has 
reached  the  age  of  twenty  seven.  Thirty  seven  freemen  were  made  today. 


1676.  Vol.  1,  p  250  Savage:  This  great  authority  merely  mentions  him,  “only  knowing  he  was  living 
in  1676.”  Indeed  he  was  very  much  alive  to  be  in  line  for  both  constable  and  lieutenant;  and  no  doubt 
he  had  his  say  as  to  the  coming  of  Edward  Randolph  to  Boston  in  1676  with  a  letter  from  King  Charles  1 1 
vigorously  complaining  of  the  action  of  Massachusetts  as  to  the  navigation  laws.  Randolph’s  duty  also 
was  to  spy  out  any  irregularities  in  the  government  so  that  ground  might  be  found  for  annulling  the 
Massachusetts  Charter.  Indeed  the  Crown  wanted  to  combine  all  the  Colonial  governments  for  easier 
direct  control.  This  never  matured;  but  Massachusetts,  after  long  legal  contest,  did  lose  her  Charter  (1684). 


1676.  Vol.  I,  p  61  Boston  Ser:  “Tax  List-1676.”  Here  Jonathan  Bridgham  appears  as  being  taxed: 
“0  Acres,  £50  in  Houses  &  wharfes,  1  Horse,  2  Cowes  &  Estates  £70.” 


„  1676,  Sept.  13.  Vol.  I,  p  70  C  of  A,  Ptd:  Johnathan  Bridgham  sits  on  the  first  jury  of  the  Court  to 
sit  on  “tryalls  of  life,  limbe  &c”.  Thomas  Davis  was  tried  for  “not  having  the  feare  of  God  before  his 
eyes”  and  so  with  Elizabeth  Broune.  Both  were  to  be  “severely  whipt  wth  not  to  exceed  30  stripes”. 

1676/7,  Feb’y  9.  Vol.  13,  p  272  S  C  D:  Jonathan  Bridgham,  tanner,  of  Boston,  buys  of  Joshua  Rice, 
cordwinder,  for  £50,  a  piece  of  land  in  Boston  near  the  Third  Meeting  House  on  street  towards  the  sea  N, 
widow  Pell  E  and  S,  Joshua  Rice  N;  plot  22  ft  x  49  ft. 

1678,  Nov.  11.  Vol.  29,  p  164  Boston  Ser:  Jonath.  Bridgham  is  among  the  800  citizens  of  Boston  who 
today  “tooke  the  Oath  of  Allegiance  administered  by  the  Honorable  John  Leverett,  Governor”. 
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1677/8,  Mch.  10.  Vol.  7,  p  116  T  V,  Ptd:  Jonathan  Bridgham  is  elected  a  "constable  for  Bostone”, 
one  among  eight. 

1679,  Sept.  18.  Lib.  XI,  p  265  S  C  D:  “And  in  the  one  and  thirtieth  year  of  the  reign  of  our  Sovereign 
Lord  King  Charles  the  Second  over  England,”  etc.,  Jonathan  Bridgham,  Tanner,  and  Elizabeth  his  wife, 
for  £40,  sell  to  Asaph  Elliot  land  in  Boston  near  the  South  end  lane  from  Jacob  Elliot’s  to  the  sea  or  cove, 
South,  and  street  to  Roxbury,  East. 

1679,  Nov.  3.  Vol.  7,  p  135  T  V,  Ptd:  "Libertie  is  Granted  to  Mr.  Jonathan  Bridgham  to  set  up  a 
post  in  ye  streete  neere  the  corner  of  John  Wings  warehouse.” 

1679,  Nov.  3.  Vol.  10,  p  64  Do:  "I  Jonathan  Bridgham,  of  Boston,  doe  binde  myselfe  to  Mr.  Thomas 
Bratell  treas.  of  the  said  Town,  in  the  sum  of  £40,  that  James  Barchr  shall  not  be  Chargeable  to  the  towne. 

(signed)  Jonathan  Bridgham.” 

1680,  Oct.  7.  Vol.  I,  p  161  C  of  A,  Ptd:  Jonathan  Bridgham  sits  on  second  jury  of  the  Court  of  Assist' 
ants  for  "trialls  of  Appeale”. 

1681,  Vol.  I,  p  73  Boston  Ser:  Jonathan  Bridgham  is  a  member  of  Capt.  Jno.  Wallye’s  Company. 
This  is  the  "foote  company”  of  which  four  years  later  he  was  chosen  lieutenant. 

1681,  Nov.  23.  Lib.  XII,  p  129  S  C  D:  Jonathan  Bridgham,  tanner,  and  Elizabeth  his  wife,  sell  for 
£40  to  Thomas  Wheeler  land  in  Boston  near  the  Third  meeting  House,  John  Bridgham  East  30  ft.; 
Richard,  George  &  Thomas  Wheeler  South  75  ft.  3  in.;  John  Joyliffe  West  30  ft.;  and  Jonathan  Bridgham 
North  72  ft. 

1683,  Nov.  12.  Vol.  I,  p  242  C  of  A,  Ptd:  Jonathan  Bridgham  is  named  one  of  fourteen  "Returned  to 
serve  on  ye  Grand  Jury”. 

1683/4,  Feb’y  13.  Vol.  V,  p  439  M  B  C:  “This  Court  have  chosen  &  doe  appoint  James  Hill  captaine, 
Jonathan  Bridgham  leftenht,  &  Joseph  Bridgham  Ensigne,  of  the  floote  Company  late  under  the  com¬ 
mand  of  Captn  John  Walley.” 

1684,  June  24.  Vol.  13,  p  274  S  C  D:  Jonathan  Bridgham  buys  of  Joshua  Rice  for  £37  land  in  Boston, 
bounded  by  widow  Pell  E,  land  in  tenure  of  Elder  Wiswall  and  Elisha  Crooke  S,  Hannah  Sharpe  W, 
Hannah  Sharpe  &  Joshua  Rice  N.  Plot  287  ft.  x  33  ft.,  being  on  the  street  leading  from  the  third  meeting 
house  to  the  Dock. 

1684,  Sept.  2.  Vol.  I,  p  256  C  of  A,  Ptd:  Jonathan  Bridgham  is  one  of  the  12  who,  on  the  "2d  Jury 
for  Appeale  wer  Returned  &  Sworne”. 

1685,  Sept.  1.  P  275  Do:  Jonathan  Bridgham  served  on  "2d  Jury  for  tryalls  of  Appeales,  life,  limbe, 
&c.”,  substituting  for  Mr.  Clark. 

1685/6,  Mch.  9.  Vol.  7,  p  184  T  V,  Ptd:  Jonathan  Bridgham  “at  a  publique  meetinge,”  is  elected  "To 
inspect  the  transportation  of  Hydes”. 

1687,  June  6.  Vol.  I,  p  1 19  Boston  Ser:  On  the  "  Boston  Town  Rate”  list,  Jonathan  Bridgham  appears 
as  having  “1  head,  20  A,  1  horse,  1  cow,  30  tan.  Tax  value  £50,  6s  tax”. 

1688,  Aug.  27.  P  142  Do:  "Jonathan  Bridgham  &  man”  appear  in  the  list  of  "male  Persons  in  Boston 
from  16  yeares  old  &  upwards”.  The  list  shows  “  1499  heads”. 

1688/9,  Mch.  13.  Vol.  XI,  p  128  P  Ct:  “In  the  Name  of  God  Amen  The  thirteenth  day  of  March 
Anno  Dom  one  Thousand  six  hundred  eighty  eight  1688/9  I  Jonathan  Bridgham  of  Boston  within  the 
County  of  Suffolke  in  New  England  Tanner  being  sick  and  weake  in  body  but  through  Mercy  of  Sound 
disposeing  minde  desireing  quietly  to  Submit  to  the  good  pleasure  of  God  concerning  me  whether  for  life 
or  death,  do  hereby  revoak  and  make  null  &  voyd  all  other  Will  and  Wills  by  me  formerly  made  and  do 
make  and  publish  this  my  last  Will  and  Testament  in  maner  and  form  following: 
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"First  and  principally  I  comit  my  Spirit  into  the  hands  of  my  most  gracious  &  mercyfull  God  and 
ffather  in  Christ  Jesus,  in  and  Through  whose  merrits  and  Satisfaction  only  I  believe,  to  receive  forgive¬ 
ness  of  all  my  Sins,  and  to  inherit  Everlasting  Life  my  body  I  comit  to  the  dust  to  be  decently  Interred 
at  the  discretion  of  my  Executrix  herein  after  named.  And  for  my  Worldly  goods  and  Estate  I  will  that 
the  same  be  imployed  and  bestowed  in  maner  as  is  herein  after  expressed. 

“Imp”  I  will  that  all  my  Just  debts  and  funerall  expenses  be  well  and  truely  paid  and  ordeined  to  be 
paid  by  my  Executrix  with  what  convenient  speed  may  be  after  my  decease. 

"Item  I  give  and  bequeath  unto  my  Loveing  and  beloved  wife  Elizabeth  Bridgham  the  use  proffits 
and  improvement  of  one  third  part  of  my  whole  Estate  both  reall  and  personall  for  and  dureing  the  Term 
of  her  natureall  Life,  And  at  her  decease  the  same  to  be  Equally  distributed  and  divided  to  and  amongst 
my  six  Children  hereunder  named.  Further  I  give  unto  my  said  wife  the  Sum  of  fifty  pounds  out  of  my 
estate  and  my  negro  woman  named  Pellifoot  as  a  perticuler  Legacy  to  her  own  free  dispose  forever  And 
if  my  said  wife  shall  see  cause  to  marry  againc  and  see  not  cause  to  take  up  with  what  I  have  before  herein 
willed  to  her,  She  rcnounceing  that,  I  give  unto  her  the  Sum  or  Value  of  Two  hundred  pounds  out  of  my 
Stock  to  be  at  her  own  free  dispose  forever  in  full  of  her  Thirds  and  Right  in  my  Estate. 

"Item  I  give  devise  &  bequeath  unto  my  son  Henry  Bridgham  his  heirs  and  assignes  forever  all  that 
my  parcell  of  Land  Situate  in  Boston  now  Improved  for  a  Tan  Yard  Abutting  on  the  Street  Northerly 
on  my  brother  Joseph  Bridgham  his  land  Easterly  and  on  the  land  of  Thomas  Wheeler  Southerly,  To¬ 
gether  with  all  the  Pits  houseing  and  buildings  whatsoever  thereupon.  And  one  sixth  part  of  all  my  stock 
of  Leather  &  Barke. 

"Item  I  give  &  bequeath  my  Little  negro  boy  named  Codando  unto  my  daughter  Mercy  Bridgham, 
My  Negro  man  named  Toby  unto  my  son  James  Bridgham. 

“All  the  Residue  and  Remainder  of  my  Estate  as  well  houseing  and  Land  Moveables  Stock  and  per¬ 
sonall  estate  of  whatsoever  nature  Kinde  or  Quallity  the  same  be  not  herein  before  disposed  of  I  give 
devise  and  bequeath  unto  these  my  five  Children  Vizt  Mercy,  James,  Samuell,  Elizabeth  and  Mary 
Bridgham  to  be  Equally  Shared  distributed  and  divided  among  them  part  and  part  alike  to  each  one  his 
&  her  heires  and  assignes  forever  their  severall  and  respective  shares  thereof.  And  if  any  of  my  six  children 
hapen  to  dye  before  full  age  or  marriage  Leaveing  no  Lawful  Issue  of  his  or  her  body,  my  will  is  that  the 
part  share  or  portion  of  my  Estate  belonging  to  such  Child  or  Children  so  dyeing  shall  be  equally  dis¬ 
tributed  and  divided  between  all  the  Survivors. 

“Item  I  do  nominate  make  appoint  and  ordeine  my  said  Loveing  wife  Elizabeth  and  my  Son  Henry 
Bridgham  the  Executors  of  this  my  last  will  and  Testamt  In  Witness  whereof  I  the  said  Jonathan  Brid¬ 
gham  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  scale  the  day  and  year  first  above  written. 

Witness:  Joseph  Bridgham  Jonathan  Bridgham  &  Seal” 

John  Clough,  James  Mireck 

1689/90,  Feb’y.  No  deaths  are  recorded  in  Boston  during  the  years  1665  to  1688  or  for  23  years.  Fol¬ 
lowing  these  years  the  record  is  quite  deficient.  Thus  we  have  no  record  of  the  death  of  Jonathan  Bridgham. 
It  was  in  or  close  to  this  month  of  February  at  the  early  age  of  ^2. 

1689/90,  Feb’y  26.  Do:  “At  the  County  Court  sitting  in  Boston  26  Febry,  1689:  Joseph  Bridgham  and 
John  Clough  two  of  the  witnesses  to  this  will  personaly  appeareing  made  oath  that  they  did  see  Jonathan 
Bridgham  the  Testator  Sign  &  Seale  and  heard  him  publish  the  same  as  his  Last  Will  and  Testamt.  And 
that  he  was  then  of  disposeing  minde  to  their  understanding,  The  Said  will  being  presented  for  probate 
by  Elizabeth  Bridgham  the  Executrix  therein  named  and  the  probate  thereof  allowed.” 

1689/90,  Feb’y  26.  Vol.  IX,  p  375  P  Ct:  "Elizabeth  Bridgham  Executrix  presents  Inventory  of  her 
husband  Mr.  Jonathan  Bridgham ’s  Estate,  as  follows: 

In  the  hall 

One  dozen  chairs  Turke  work  two  tables  and  two  carpets  .....£  8-10-00 
2  pairs  of  Cobirons  a  pair  of  Tongs  &  a  fine  shovell  ......  1-15-00 
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In  the  chamber  over  the  hall 

6  Turkey  works,  chairs,  stools,  tables,  chests  of  drawers,  cabinets,  trunks,  andirons, 
looking  glass,  bed,  rugg,  curtains  &  Italians  Bedstead,  carpet,  counterpan,  14  pr  sheets, 

12  Pillowbeers,  3J-6  doz.  napkins,  10  Tableclothes,  12  towells  .....£  45-01-00 
Porch  Chamber 

1  Bed,  bedstead,  Rugg,  curtains,  Valiands,  Pillows  .......  8-00-00 

The  Parlour  Chamber 

3  Beds,  bedsteads,  Curtains,  Valiands,  Ruggs  and  Blankets  .....  20-0000 

A  table  2  chairs  a  carpet  2  trunks  .........  10800 

Plate  and  money  ............  560200 

LinUm  Chamber 

To  beds  for  men  and  some  lumber  .........  50000 

To  wheat  &  rye  and  a  Hallbird  with  other  Lumber  ......  3-1500 

In  the  Lower  Roome 

8  chairs  2  tables  a  cupboard  a  looking  glass  .......  30000 

To  pewter  and  brass  ............  140500 

To  morter,  pessell,  Driping  Pan,  a  chest  ........  150000 

To  Iron  Ware  and  Lumber  ...........  60400 

To  4  Guns,  4  swords,  a  table  and  a  case  of  bottles  .......  5-1000 

To  Bookes  £5,  wearing  apparel  £20  a  horse  and  saddle  and  a  cow  £6  310000 

A  Negro  man  and  woman  ...........  440000 

Working  knives  and  shaves .  1-0000 

To  the  Millhouse  sheds  Barke  Barn  Beamhouse,  the  land  and  pils  .....  2000000 

To  bark  in  the  bam  53s,  Cord  at  12s,  Cord  £3 1-1 6s,  to  haire  and  horns  £2  ...  33-1600 

To  green  sides  in  water,  pils  and  Tan  pils;  first  and  second  Laors  four  hundred  and  ffive  at  6s 

a  peice  ..............  121-1000 

To  land  sides  third  and  fourth  laors  one  hundred  and  ten  at  10s  apeice  ....  550000 

To  hides  Green  one  hundred  ffifty  three  at  9s  apiece  .......  68-1700 

To  hides  tand  third  and  fourth  laors  sixty  three  ........  34-1300 

Calf  skines  2  doz  Yi  at  20s  doz;  to  five  dozen  green  l/i  at  12s  dozn  .....  5-1600 

To  dwelling  house  and  land  about  it;  Two  barns  ........  6000000 

A  piece  of  Land  a  this  side  Mrs.  Sharps  ..........  10000-00 


£1,474-1500 

Bezown  Allen,  Peter  Fowle,  Edmund  Browne 

Debts  due  to  the  Estate  ...........  1530400 


£1,627-1904 

For  ffuneral  Charges  £  500000 

To  Sundry  Persons  107-1206  ..........  157-1206 


Clear  Estate  £1,47006-10” 

1709,  July  5.  Vol.  29,  p  193  T  V,  Ptd;  "Granted  to  Henry  Bridgham,  Tanner,  to  erect  a  Timber 
Dwelling  house  32  x  16  &  14  stud  on  his  Land  butting  on  Milk  st,  being  20  foot  Distant  from  a  Certain 
Tenemt  belonging  to  the  Estate  of  Mr.  Jonathan  Bridgham  dec’d  which  is  the  nearest  building  now  there 
standing.” 

CHILDREN 

(as  per  Boston  First  Church  Records) 

1.  HENRY  b.  Mch.  15,  1674;  he  d.  young 

2.  MERCY  b.  Sept.  12,  1675;  m.  Nov.  18,  1708,  Rev.  David  Deming  (see  below) 

3.  HENRY  b.  Nov.  2,  1677;  m.  Feb’y  6,  1700,  Abigail  Walker;  he  bur.  Apl.  14,  1720,  ae  43  she  d. - 

In  1690  he  inherited  the  tan  yard  from  his  father.  In  1703  he  joined  the  Old  South  Church.  He  was  Boston 
assessor  in  1714.  His  inventory  totalled  £3,687-6-2. 

4.  JAMES  b.  Jan’y  12,  1679/80;  m.  Aug.  20,  1705,  Mercy  Stoddard 

His  father  willed  him  a  negro  man  named  Toby. 

5.  ELIZABETH  b.  Jan’y  22,  1681/82. 
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6. 


7. 


D^l^^5,^35,SamudBddgl2n1sIi'tecHtad£IOtoi?rds the construcdonofa  £3,500 workhouse 
to  employ  the  Idle  and  indigent”.  He  was  a  Shopkeeper  . 


MARY  b.  Dec.  16,  1687;  m.  July  30,  1713,  William  Tilley 
Can  find  no  other  record  of  them  in  Boston. 


LINE  OF  DESCENT 

Rev.  David  Deming  b.  16S1  m.  Mercy  Bridgham  b.  16/5 

David  Deming  b.  1709  m.  Mehitable  Champion  b.  1720 

Ira  Buell  b.  1745  m.  Prudence  Deming  b.  1741 

Nathan  Bassett  b.  1769  m.  Mehitable  Buell  b.  1774 

Ozias  Buell  Bassette  b.  1807  m.  Emeline  Eno  b.  1805 

Frederick  Henry  Bassette  b.  1839  m.  Margaret  Anderson  b.  1844 


\ 


“  wherein 


' 
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WILLIAM  BRIGGS  b. 

MARY -  m. 

b.  d. a  1687 

d. 

’  1665,  June  20.  Vol.  13,  p  464  L  R,  Boston:  Mary 
Briggs  signs  deed  at  Boston  with  her  husband, 
when  selling  the  dwelling  house  there,  on  their 
removal  to  Lyme,  Conn.  This  shows  that  she  had 
a  dowry  interest  in  the  property. 

1670,  Dec.  15.  Vol.  I,  p  13  L  R,  Lyme:  Marah 
Briggs  signs  deed  at  Lyme,  Conn.,  with  her  hus- 
band,  when  selling  land  to  John  Robbins. 

1680/1,  Feb’y  5.  Vol.  I,  p  94  Do:  Mary  Briggs 
is  witness  to  the  deed  of  sale  by  William  Briggs  to 
their  son  John  Briggs  of  their  property  in  Lyme, 
preparatory  to  returning  to  Boston. 

1687,  June  6.  Vol.  55,  p  139  N  E  H  &  G:  In 
precinct  No.  4  of  Major  Savage’s  Division  in 
Boston  “  Widdow  Briggs”  is  taxed  4s  6 d  in  the 
“Towne  Rate”. 

1695.  Vol.  I,  p  159  Boston  Ser:  Under  “A  List 
of  Inhabitants  in  Boston,  1695  ”,  we  find  in  ward  4, 
‘‘Wid.  Briggs.”  Her  son  William  Briggs  is  in 
ward  6.  At  this  time  she  is  in  the  neighborhood  of 
73  years  old.  We  have  no  evidence  to  show  how 
much  longer  she  lived. 


1642,  Aug.  28.  Vol.  9,  p  12  Boston  Ser:  In  the 
Boston  Vital  Records  we  find  on  this  date  that 
Hannah,  daughter  of  William  Briggs,  was  both 
born  and  buried.  This  seems  to  be  the  earliest 
extant  record  of  the  family  in  America.  The  mar¬ 
riage  of  William  Briggs  and  Mary  is  not  recorded 
in  Boston,  though  it  may  have  taken  place  there, 
and  probably  did,  the  early  records  being  very  in¬ 
complete.  They  lived  together  for  almost  half  a 
century,  at  least,  and  spent  most  of  their  time  in 
Boston,  though  for  a  period  of  years  they  resided 
in  Lyme,  Conn.,  where  their  daughter  Hannah  and 
son  John  were  settled.  William  Briggs  was  a  tailor 
and  probably  modestly  plied  his  trade  for  he  did 
little,  outside  of  the  land  records,  to  impress  the 
public  record  with  his  doings.  In  one  deed  he  calls 
himself  a  planter.  We  find  no  evidence  as  to 
where  either  of  their  homes  were  in  England. 

Being  a  business  man  of  affairs  he  of  course  had 
his  say  as  to  the  law  of  his  state,  passed  only  two 
years  before  this  time,  prohibiting  the1  use  of 
tobacco.  Also  the  law  of  the  same  year  regulating, 
but  not  prohibiting,  the  sale  of  spirituous  liquors. 
It  took  280  more  years  of  regulating,  with  every 
conceivable  kind  of  the  wrong  way  fully  tried  out, 
before  prohibiting  the  poisonous  “fire  water”. 
The  question,  whether  the  prophecy  of  Dr.  J.  H. 
Kellogg  of  Battle  Creek  Sanitarium  (1919)  that  the 
people  will  suffer  about  30  years  more  of  Queen 


Nicotine,  and  then  do  likewise  to  the  1640  method  of  Massachusetts,  is  still  open. 

1648.  Vol.  XIII,  p  464  S  C  D:  William  Briggs  buys  of  Henry  Pease  Senr  a  house  lot  in  Boston,  measur¬ 
ing  on  ye  North  41  ft.  6  in.,  on  the  East  34  ft.,  on  the  South  44  ft.  8  inches;  and  on  the  West  38  ft.  8  in. 

1663.  This  is  the  approximate  date  when  Wolston  Brockway  of  Lyme,  Connecticut,  took  to  wife  Hannah 
Briggs  Harris,  daughter  of  above,  and  widow  of  John  Harris  of  Boston  and  Lyme.  Her  presence  in  Lyme 
led  no  doubt  to  the  thought  which  resulted  in  the  sale  by  her  parents  of  their  Boston  home  and  their 
removal  to  Lyme.  The  sale  of  the  Boston  home  is  recorded  in  Boston  as  follows: 


1665,  June  20.  Liber  XIII,  pp  464-5  S  C  D:  William  Briggs,  Taylor,  and  Mary  Briggs,  his  wife,  of 
Boston,  sell  dwelling  house  and  land  as  above  for  £42  to  Joseph  Sooper,  a  mariner.  It  is  now  bounded  on 
the  S,  N  and  W  by  Thomas  Matson  Sen’r  and  on  the  E  by  a  lane.  The  Lyme  records  do  not  show  when 
they  bought  the  following  piece  of  property  in  Lyme;  but  presumably  it  was  between  these  two  dates, 
and  in  fact  soon  after  the  sale  of  the  Boston  dwelling  house. 


1670,  Dec.  15.  Vol.  I,  p  13  L  R,  Lyme:  “To  all  Christian  people  to  whom  theis  presents  shall  come: 
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William  briggs  of  Lyme  in  the  County  of  New  London,  taler,  &  Marah  his  wife  sends  greeting.”  For  £16 
they  sell  to  John  Robbings  of  Lyme,  weaver,  734  acres  of  Land,  “bounded  westward  on  Cove:  Southerly 
with  the  Land  of  John  Comstork:  eastward  with  the  highway  &  northerly  by  the  Cricke  that  partcth 
betwixt  the  Land  of  Henory  Champeane  &  the  said  bargained  Land.” 

1678/9,  Feb’y  8.  P  82  Do:  “A  deed  of  Saile  from  Wolston  Brockway  to  Willm  Briggs:  Know  all  men  by 
these  presents  that  I  Wolston  Brockway  of  Lyme  doe  ....  for  the  sume  of  £12  secured  to  me  by 
bill  ....  sell  unto  my  father  William  Bridgs  of  Lyme  ....  foure  acres  in  Lyme  bounded  north 
east  by  the  high  way  to  the  meeting  hous”  .... 

1680/1,  Feb’y  5.  P  94  Do:  “A  deed  of  Saile  from  William  Briggs  unto  John  Briggs:  Know  all  men  by 
thes  presence  that  I  William  Briggs  of  Lyme,  planter,  for  a  valluable  consideration  ....  doe  sell  unto 
my  sonn  John  Briggs  of  Lyme,  turner,  .  .  .  foure  acres  as  I  purchased  it  of  my  sonne  Walston  Brock- 
way  ....  also  the  frame  of  a  house  which  now  stands  upon  sd  bargained  Land,  Reserving  ondly  what 
from  me  is  Resarved  by  sonne  Walstone”  .... 

This  probably  marks  the  time  when  William  Briggs  and  his  wife  removed  to  Boston,  their  old  home. 
One  writer  assumes  that  the  following  item  refers  to  William  Briggs;  but  from  this  deed  it  is  evident  that 
the  reference  is  to  son  John  Briggs,  turner. 

1681,  Dec.  26.  Vol.  I,  p  177  T  V,  Wethersfield:  “At  ye  same  meeting  one  Briggs,  now  resident  at  Lyme, 
who  desired  to  come  to  sit  downe  wth  us  here,  he  being  a  turner  by  trade,  the  sd  Briggs  had  liberty  granted 
to  come  &  inhabit  amongst  us  provided:  that  he  brings  a  sufficient  satisfactory  certificate  of  his  good 
conversation,  according  to  law,  to  the  selectmen  of  this  toune.” 

1686,  Apl.  5.  Vol.  XIII,  p  464  S  C  D:  Thirty  eight  years  after  the  above  deed  of  1648  was  made,  it  is 
now  filed  for  record  in  Boston.  The  1665  deed  of  sale  likewise  is  filed.  Perhaps  it  was  the  return  of  the 
Briggs  to  the  city  that  inspired  the  filing.  William  Briggs  did  not  have  long  to  live  after  his  return  for 
we  find  his  wife  a  “widdow”  on  June  6,  1687  when  she  was  taxed  at  Boston.  His  daughter  Hannah 
Brockway  at  Lyme,  Ct.,  did  not  have  long  to  live  either,  following  the  departure  of  her  parents,  for  she 
passed  away  within  a  year  or  so  of  her  father.  William  Briggs  had  attained  at  least  to  the  age  of  sixty 
five  years  before  his  demise.  There  is  no  probate  of  record  at  Boston  and  apparently  no  further  real  estate 
transactions.  It  is  probable,  therefore,  that  the  estate  was  small  and  was  settled  without  going  either 
through  Court  or  land  office. 


CHILDREN 

(per  Boston  Vital  and  Land  Records) 

1.  HANNAH  b.  Aug.  28,  1642;  she  bur.  Aug.  28,  1642,  age  1  day 

2.  HANNAH  b.  a  1643;  m.  (1)  Sept.  10,  1657,  John  Harris;  she  d.  Feb’y  6,  1687/8,  x  45  he  d. - 

She  married  (2)  a  1663,  Wolston  Brock  way  (see  below). 

3.  JOHN  b. - ;  m.  before  1668,  Mary - ;  he  d. -  she  d.  July  18,  1697  7  ch 

On  Nov.  17,  1674  John  Briggs  of  Boston  sold  10  acres  in  Lyme,  Ct.  On  May  11,  1682  he  deeded  land  in  Lyme 
to  Thos.  Champion.  In  1687  John  Briggs  is  called  a  “boatman”  in  the  tax  list  at  Boston.  On  Aug.  19,  1714 
he  receives  permit  to  add  to  dwelling  “at  the  south  end  of  Boston  fronting  to  Newbury  street”. 

4.  GEORGE  (probably)  b. - ;  m.  Sarah -  4  ch 

On  Nov.  11,  1678  he  took  the  oath  of  allegiance  at  Boston. 

5.  WILLIAM  (probably)  b. - ;  m.  Ann - ;  he  d.  1728  she  d. - 

See  Boston  Probate,  Vol.  26,  pp  477-8;  he  was  a  baker  of  Boston. 
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LINE  OF  DESCENT 

Wolston  Brockway  b.  a  1638  m.  Hannah  Briggs  b.  a  1643 
Thomas  Champion  b.  1656  m.  Hannah  Brockway  b.  1654 
Henry  Champion  b.  1695  m.  Mehitable  Rowley  b.  a  1698 
David  Deming  b.  1709  m.  Mehitable  Champion  b.  1720 
Ira  Buell  b.  1745  m.  Prudence  Deming  b.  1741 
Nathan  Bassett  b.  1769  m.  Mehitable  Buell  b.  1774 
Ozias  Buell  Bassette  b.  1807  m.  Emeline  Eno  b.  1805 
Frederick  Henry  Bassette  b.  1839  m.  Margaret  Anderson  b.  1844 
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WOLSTON  BROCKWAY  b.  a  1638 


HANNAH  BRIGGS 
b.  a  1643 

d.  Feb’y  6,  1687/8, 
ae  a  45 

he 


m.  (1)  1660  Widow 
Hannah  Briggs  Harris 
m.  (2) 

before  Mch.,  1707/8 

Hannah - 

d.  a  Nov.,  1717,  ae  a  79 


1642,  Aug.  28.  Vol.  IX,  p  12  Boston  Ser: 
“Hannah  of  Wm  Briggs  born  &  buried  28  day 
(6th)  month.”  This  is  the  first  Hannah  Briggs 
who  did  not  live  a  day.  Our  Hannah  above  was 
born,  doubtless,  within  a  year  thereafter  and  even 
so  it  would  bring  her  first  matrimonial  feast,  which 
follows,  close  to  her  fourteenth  birthday. 


1657,  Sept.  10.  P  62  Do:  "John  Harris  & 
Hannah  Briggs  daughter  of  William  Briggs  of 
Boston  were  married  10th  -  7th  month  by  John 
Endecott,  Governor.”  Both  in  fact  were  of  Boston. 
He  lived  probably  not  more  than  two  years  after 
this.  Whether  he  died  in  Boston  or  moved  to 
Lyme,  Ct.,  with  his  little  family  of  wife  and  one 
son  (John  Harris  b.  Boston,  Aug.  8,  1658),  and 
died  at  Lyme,  is  not  known.  The  chances  favor 
the  latter,  and  that  when  he  died,  Wolston  Brock- 
way  saw  her  worth  and  spoke  quickly  for  her. 

1660.  To  be  twice  married  at  seventeen  years 
of  age  is  an  experience  not  given  to  many;  but 
such  was  the  lot  of  Hannah  Briggs.  This  second 
marriage  took  place  probably  in  Lyme  and  prob¬ 
ably  very  shortly  after  the  death  of  her  first 
husband. 


1666.  P  248  New  London  Hist  (1852):  At  a 
Court  of  Assistants  held  at  New  London  “  Wolston 
Brockway  was  complained  of  by  Matthew  Gris¬ 
wold  for  entertaining  a  runaway  at  his  house”. 
In  connection  with  this  Matthew  Griswold 
brought  defamation  suit  against  Wolston  Brock¬ 
way  and  his  w’ife;  and  in  turn  Wolston  Brockway 
and  his  wife  brought  suit  against  Matthew 
Griswold. 

1687/8,  Feb’y  6.  P  7  B  Gen  (1887):  Hannah 


1638.  P  1  Brockway  Gen  (1890):  Wolston 
Brockway  was  born  in  England  about  this  date, 
if  we  consider  him  as  just  of  age  when  he  buys  the 
following  land  and  dwelling  in  Lyme,  Connecticut, 
where  he  was  one  of  the  earliest  settlers.  A  deposi¬ 
tion  which  he  made  in  1714  giving  age  as  “seventy 
years  or  thereabouts”  gives  some  latitude  in 
placing  birthday  around  1644,  but  considering 
deed  below  we  would  place  it  a  little  earlier.  There 
is  a  tradition  that  he  came  from  Silver  street, 
London.  As  yet  we  know  nothing  more  of  his 
antecedents.  It  is  a  distinguishing  mark,  indeed, 
for  any  earlier  settler  to  be  the  sole  progenitor  of 
a  name  that  lives  and  multiplies.  Wolston  Brock- 
way  has  this  distinction;  he  is  the  ancestor  of  all 
who  bear  the  name  Brockway  in  America  so  far 
as  known. 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  following  that  he  was  a 
“cooper”  as  well  as  a  “planter”.  In  Vol.  I,  on 
page  25  of  the  Lyme  records  his  original  auto¬ 
graph  may  be  seen,  along  with  that  of  Henry 
Champion,  the  father  of  Brockway’s  son-in-iaw 
Thomas  Champion.  Wolston  Brockway  lived  a 
long,  useful  and  active  life  to  which  the  records 
which  he  left  eloquently  testify.  The  name 
Brockway  has  been  associated  with  the  ferry  in 
Lyme  and  with  Joshua  Town  on  the  Connecticut 
River,  five  or  six  miles  from  the  mouth,  for  250 
years  and  probably  will  continue  to  be  forever. 

1659,  Dec.  3.  P3Do:  Wolston  Brockway  buys 
land  with  house  and  barn  thereon,  of  John 
Reynolds,  both  of  Saybrook,  the  land  being  de¬ 
scribed  as  “one  ye  east  side  of  ye  river  over  against 
ye  towne  ol  Saybrooke”,  price  £20  sterling.  This 
house  was  probably  on  Duck  River,  at  some  dis¬ 
tance  south  of  the  present  village  of  Lyme,  and 
near  Long  Island  Sound.  When  a  young  man  in 
those  days  built  or  bought  a  house  it  generally 
meant  that  he  was  preparing  for  a  family  and  we 
believe  he  was  either  engaged  or  had  actually 
married  Hannah  Briggs  Harris  at  this  time  of 
purchase.  We  have  treated  the  matter  as  one  of 
engagement  and  have  put  the  marriage  in  1660. 
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Briggs  Harris  Brockway  dies  today  at  Lyme  - 
“Goodwife  Brockway”.  She  died  at  the  early 
age  of  45,  the  mother  of  ten  children  by  second 
marriage,  eight  of  them  now  being  minors.  She 
left  also  one  son  John  Harris,  born  at  Boston 
Aug.  8,  1658.  He  lived  at  Lyme  as  shown  by 
Wolston  Brockway’s  interest  in  “John  Haris”  in 
items  below  of  1637/8  and  1702. 


Wolston  at  this  time  is  about  22  while  Hannah 
is  17. 

1664,  May  10.  Vol.  Ill,  p  15  C  C,  Hartford: 
"Mathew  Griswold  plntf  Contra  John  Burden  & 
Wolstone  Brockway  Defndts  In  an  action  of 
slander  to  the  damage  of  £50.  The  Jury  finds  for 
the  plntf  cost  of  court  only,  £l-17s.” 


-  1671,  Aug.  Vol.  II,  p  558  G  C,  Ptd:  Wolston 

Brockway  with  our  Henry  Champion,  Matthew  Griswold,  Reynold  Marvin  and  others,  were  engaged  in 
the  celebrated  battle  with  pitchforks  and  rakes  between  the  people  of  Lyme  and  New  London  for  the 
possession  of  the  meadow  lands  between  the  two  places.  The  Lyme  men  carried  off  Ensign  Minor  of  New 
London  as  a  hostage,  but  finally  they  released  him  on  promise  that  the  law  would  prevail  in  the  matter. 
“Soe  drinking  a  dram  together  with  some  seeming  friendship  every  man  departed  to  his  home.” 


1671/2,  Mch.  12.  Vol.  Ill,  p  122  C  C:  The  case  came  into  the  County  Court  at  Hartford  with  result 
that  New  London  was  fined  £9  and  Lyme  £5,  both  fines  being  remitted,  however,  later. 

1674,  July  17.  P  127  Do:  Gregory  Wolterton  of  Hartford,  rich  tanner,  remembers  Wolstone  Brockway 
in  his  will  this  way:  “Mor  over  I  give  to  wolstone  brockwood,  seaner,  ten  pounds  and  to  wiliam  brockwood 
his  son  ten  pound.”  They  were  kinsmen  of  some  degree  as  shown  in  item  of  1709. 

1675/6,  Mch.  10.  Vol.  I,  p  66  L  R:  “A  deed  of  saile  from  Wolston  Brockwaye,  Planter,  to  Isack 
Walterus”  of  Lyme,  Carpenter:  A  piece  of  land  in  the  planting  field  “in  consideration  of  a  deare  &  just 
vallew  by  me  in  hand  Receaved”.  Neither  value  nor  acreage  are  given,  but  it  is  bounded  East  by  the 
Black  Hall  river. 


1676/7,  Feb’y  9.  P  4  Brockway  Gen  (1890):  In  a  deed  which  he  gives  to  Richard  Smith,  Wolston 
Brockway  is  styled  “cooper”. 

1676/7,  Feb’y  13.  P  4  Do:  He  was  chosen  a  town  hayward. 

1677,  Sept.  24.  P  4  Do:  At  town  meeting  Wolstone  Brockway  was  chosen  fence-viewer  for  the  year 
ensuing.  He  must  have  done  well  at  this  job  for  the  office  stuck  to  him  more  or  less  all  through  life,  being 
so  chosen  finally  in  old  age  on  Dec.  10,  1714. 

1677.  Vol.  I,  p  79  L  R:  “A  deed  of  saile  from  Wolston  Brockway  unto  John  Robins:  Know  all  men  by 
these  presents  that  I  Wolstone  Brockway  with  Hannah  my  wife  inhabitance  of  Lyme  ....  for  pay 
in  hand  Receved  do  sell  ....  a  sartaine  parsell  of  meeadow  Land  containing  by  estimation  one  acre, 
by  the  Side  of  Blacke  Hall  River  ....  it  amounts  to  two  acres  and  a  halfe  ....  &  have  hearunto 
sett  our  hand  and  seale  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  six  hundred  seventy  seven. 

Witness:  Richard  Smith  Wolston  Brockway 

Francis  Smith  Hannah  Brockway” 


1679.  Vol.  I,  p  18  T  V,  in  back:  “Wolstone  Brockway  is  graunted  the  Rocky  point  against  his  house 
not  prejudicing  high  wayes  and  passages  to  the  watter  ffor  cattcll.” 

1680,  Dec.  24.  Vol.  I,  p  43  T  V:  “  Walstone  Brockway  is  chosen  pound  keeper.”  He  was  chosen  likewise 
For  the  same  office  in  1682  and  1684. 


1681,  Dec.  28.  P  50  Do:  “Peter  Pratt  and  Wolstone  Brocku'aye  are  Collectors  for  Mr.  Noyses  Ratts 
for  the  year  following.”  (Mr.  Noyes  was  the  minister.) 

1682.  P  6  B  Gen  (1887):  He  was  one  of  the  “stewards”  of  Lyme  with  Reynold  Marvin  and  is  named 
on  a  list  of  proprietors  of  the  town  this  year. 

1682,  Apl.  29.  P  4  Do:  Wolston  Brockway,  Planter,  sells  to  Christopher  Chredophus  of  New  London, 
for  £100,  “all  of  my  land  purchased  of  John  Reynolds,  in  the  neck  of  land  commonly  called  Black  Point, 
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twenty  acres  of  upland  and  three  and  one-half  of  meadow.”  In  this  deed,  in  addition  to  Planter  ,  he 
calls  himself  “Cooper  of  Black  Hall”. 

1684,  Dec.  29.  Vol.  I,  p  99  T  V:  “At  a  town  meeting,  Simon  de  Wolf  &  Woolston  Brockway  are  chosen 
haywards.”  Wolston  Brockway  was  also  chosen  pound  keeper. 

16—  June  1.  P  4  B  Gen  (1887):  His  earmark  for  cattle,  recorded  at  Lyme,  was  afterward  transferred 
to  his  grandson  William  Brockway  Jun’r. 

1686/7.  Vol.  I,  p  29  P  R,  in  back:  “Wolstone  Brockway  is  graunted  the  twelve  acres  on  [  ]  Land 

against  the  Lower  Cove  of  twelve  myle  Island  att  seven  shill5  pr  acre  and  that  is  4£  4s  and  the  rest  of  his 
proportion  he  is  to  have  in  the  insur  [  ]  as  it  shall  be  aprized  by  the  measurers  where  it  may  be  con¬ 

venient.” 

1687 -'8,  Mch.  5.  Vol.  I,  p  193  P  R:  “first  unto  Goodman  Brookeway  that  he  is  allowed  for  John  Haris 
one  pound  seven  shillings.  Also  that  he  shall  have  the  Remainder  of  the  fourth  division  in  sume  con¬ 
venient  place  betwixt  Josuah’s  Land  granted  to  Mr.  Wm  Ely  and  fishing  brok  if  it  is  to  be  thar  found 
and  to  be  prized  according  of  other  lands  granted  in  the  said  division.” 

1688,  Aug.  27.  P  5  B  Gen  (1S90):  Walstone  Brockway,  under  the  special  tax  collected  under  Governor 
Andros,  was  assessed  £0-8-7^,  his  property  being  listed  as  follows:  “3  persons,  £60-00-00;  house  and 
Lands,  £02-00-00;  2  oxen  two  Cowes,  £16-00-00;  1  :  3  yerling  5  :  2  yerlings,  £12-10-00;  1  Mare,  2  hogs, 
12  sheep,  £13-00-00;  total,  £103-10-00.”  There  were  seven  unmarried  children  in  the  family  at  this  time, 
while  the  mother  had  died  early  in  the  year.  Perhaps  the  “three  persons”  were  Wolston  Sen  r,  Wolston 
Jun’r  and  Richard;  the  girls  not  counting,  nor  William,  since  he  was  of  age. 

1689,  Nov.  27.  P  4  Do:  Wolston  Brockway  Sen’r  was  chosen  surveyor.  Next  year  he  was  re-elected 
surveyor  and  chosen  also  a  fence  viewer. 

1689/90,  Jan’y.  Vol.  I,  p  34  P  R,  in  back:  “The  estat  which  is  to  be  distributed  is  £755-14-11  and  is 
at  nine  shillings  and  nin  penc  pr  Ac.”  Wolston  Brockway  with  share  of  £23-14-10  draws  £11-11-05  of 
the  above. 

1691,  Nov.  30.  Vol.  IV,  No.  45  P  C,  Hartford:  “At  a  metting  of  a  Committee  appointed  by  the  town 
of  Lyme  for  the  Disposall  of  Lands:  Wolston  brockewaye  Sen’r  proposes  for  the  100  acrs  of  Land  that 
goodman  benet  did  propose  for  he  Laying  down  the  same  ....  John  Harice  proposeth  for  a  small 
peec  of  Land  at  the  falls  River.” 

1696,  Aug.  17.  Vol.  I,  p  1 17  T  V:  “At  a  towne  metting  Wolstone  Brockway  Sen’r,  John  Colt  and  John 
Lee  are  chosen  listers  for  the  year  ensewing.” 

1697.  P  7  B  Gen  (1887):  There  is  in  1697  a  deed  of  gift  from  Wolston  Brockway  to  his  son  Wolston 
of  land  “commonly  known  as  the  Planting  Field,  where  my  said  son  hath  erected  himself  a  dwelling 
house”,  near  the  lot  of  his  own  son  William.  In  the  same  year  he  devised  land  to  his  eldest  son  W llham, 
“according  to  God’s  command  to  provide  for  my  children.”  Later  he  gave  some  land  to  son  John. 

1698.  P  7  Do:  He  was  "granted  by  the  town  the  remainder  of  his  proportion”,  viz:  “  the  neck  of  land 
against  the  lower  corner  of  Twelve  Mile  Island”  and  “at  the  upper  end  of  the  meadow,  at  the  fishing 
brook,  up  to  the  landing  place,  near  his  house”,  showing  that  he  then  lived  in  that  part  of  the  town. 

1698/9,  Mch.  24.  P  3  Do:  A  highway  laid  out  is  described  thus:  “The  highway  on  the  Southward  side 
of  Duck  river  is  as  follows:  First,  the  highway  from  Wolston  Brockway’s  Landing  place  is  four  rods  wide, 
the  landing  place  being  in  length  from  said  highway,  southwest  ten  rods  and  a  half  to  a  stub  .... 
This  road  passed  the  “ planting  field”  and  thence  to  “ Black  Hall  River”.  Between  Smith  s  Neck  and  the 
planting  field  it  passed  Thomas  Champion’s  house,  Richard  Smith’s  yard,  Edward  Lay  s  land  and  W  illiam 
Brockway’s  corner. 

1699,  Dec.  18.  Vol.  I,  p  123  T  V:  "At  the  same  metting  Walston  Brockway  Senr  was  chosen  Constable 
for  the  year  ensewing  but  refuses  to  sarve  as  a  cunstable.”  Wolston  Brockway  was  above  60  years  of  age 
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and  probably  the  refusal  to  serve  was  due  as  much  to  age  as  to  the  common  unpopularity  of  the  office. 
Though  getting  old  for  such  an  office  as  Constable  his  interest  was  still  keen  no  doubt  in  the  state  of  the 
times,  whether  at  home  or  abroad.  This  is  the  year  when  the  Elector  of  Darmstadt,  in  anticipation  of  a 
total  eclipse  of  the  sun,  which  scholars  had  announced,  issued  a  proclamation  warning  the  people  to  pre¬ 
pare  for  the  “dangerous  eclipse”  by  carefully  housing  all  cattle,  the  barn  doors  and  windows  being  fully 
covered,  those  of  houses  still  more  so,  “so  that  the  bad  atmosphere  might  not  find  lodgment,  because 
such  eclipses  frequently  occasion  whooping-cough,  epilepsy,  paralysis,  fever  and  other  diseases.”  Although 
lotteries  were  still  much  used  by  State  and  Church,  some  advanced  reformers  at  this  time  had  begun  to 
denounce  them  as  “cheats”  and  their  promoters  as  “pillagers”.  In  manufacturing,  woolen  cloth  was  just 
beginning  to  be  made  in  New  England. 

1700/1,  Jan’y  27.  P  131  Do:  “At  the  same  metting  it  was  voated  that  Walstone  Brockway  senier  shall 
have  the  nally  of  forty  shilings  of  land  layd  out  to  him  near  unto  Richard  brockway  land  one  the  left 
hand  of  machamoodus  path  which  is  in  Lewe  of  an  acer  of  meadow  at  black  point.”  (Machamoodus  is 
the  Indian  name  of  East  Haddam.) 

1702,  April  20.  Vol.  I,  p  43  P  R,  in  back:  “Walston  Brockway  Senr  Complaineth  that  John  Haris  and 
his  Daughter  Sarah  and  Jeams  Robinson  was  Left  out  of  the  last  Distribution.  The  Commity  declare  that 
we  cannot  find  any  thing  Dew  to  Goodman  Brockway  for  John  Haris  and  Sarah  was  not  of  agge;  thar  is 
sume  thing  Dew  to  Jeams  Robeson  in  this  last  Distribution.” 

1702,  April  20.  P  43  Do:  “Att  a  meeting  of  the  Committy  These  whos  names  are  hear  unto  subscribed 
being  the  greeved  persons  concerning  the  fourth  devision  doe  hearby  declare  that  what  the  determination 
shall  be  the  Committy  shall  doe  concearning  the  said  grevance  shall  be  binding  to  us  to  Rest  sattisfied 
and  contented  and  abide  by  it  as  witness  our  hands.”  Wolstone  Brockway  is  one  of  some  15  or  18  who 
signed  this  waiver. 

1702.  P  7  B  Gen  (1887):  In  a  deed  he  gives  certain  property  to  son  Wolston  “feeling  that  he  was  grow¬ 
ing  old”  and  in  return  Wolston  Jun’r  promises  to  provide  for  his  father,  but  Wolston  Jun’r  died  in  1707 
before  his  father.  Later  he  gave  the  homestead  in  Lyme  to  son  Richard  to  care  for  him  and  his  wife. 

1702,  June  9.  Vol.  I,  p  140  T  V:  “Wolston  Brockway  Sener  thar  being  Dew  to  him  in  the  first  distre- 
bution  two  pounds:  At  the  third  hill  to  the  Westward  of  flat  Rock  Hill  voated.” 


1702,  June  9.  P  142  Do:  “Wolston  Brockway  Senr  54:  lott, 

himself  and  all  his  Children  . £19-07-06 

at  the  third  hill  from  the  flat  Rocke  hill  02-07-06 

20  acres  of  bogs  and  upland  :  to  the  eastward  of  the  great  plaine  at  tantome  morantum  at  3£  6s  .  01-15-00 

also  20  acres  by  brockway  lot  to  Eastward .  03-20-00 

8  acre  at  the  Northerd  of  Sam  tinker  grant  01-04-00 

the  Remainder  at  flat  Rock  hill  20-04-00 


1702,  June  23.  P  146  Do:  “At  the  same  metting  it  was  voated  that  the  committy  for  the  ordering  of 
the  Towne  Schoie  shall  be  chose  by  papers.  The  committy  are  as  following:  Sejent  Tinker,  Wolstone 
Brockway  Sener,  Leftent  Brunson,  Serg  Waye  and  Richard  Lord.  The  abovesd  committy  are  ordered 
hearby  to  agree  with  a  schoie  master  or  a  schoie  Darm  soe  as  may  best  answer  yer  end  of  the  Lawe  to 
promoat  Learning  and  best  accomodate  the  towne,  voated.” 

1702/3,  Feb’y  1.  P  4  B  Gen  (1887) :  He  bought  of  Rev.  Moses  Noyes  forty  acres  of  plow  land,  and  also 
received  from  the  town  200  acres  at  Tantum  Morantum,  near  what  is  now  Brockway  s  Ferry;  but  it  is 
not  known  that  he  lived  there. 

1703,  April  27.  Vol.  I,  p  151  T  V:  “Wolston  Brockway  Senr  chosen”  one  of  five  “surveiyers  for  each 
of  thar  quarters  for  the  year  ensewing.” 

:  1704.  P  6  B  Gen  (1887):  He  was  chosen  sheep-master  and  was  then  located  “at  the  third  hill  to  the 
Westward  of  Flatrock  hill,  and  his  division  to  the  Eastward  of  the  great  plain  at  Tantum  Morantum”. 
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1707/8,  Mch.  13.  p  4  B  Gen  (1890):  Wolston  Brockway  and  wife  Hannah  by  deed  gave  their  homestead 
to  son  Richard,  with  reservation  during  life  and  a  stipulation  that  he  should  pay  £15  to  his  brother  John, 
on  their  death.  This  is  a  second  wife  Hannah  of  whom  this  is  the  first  notice  we  have;  she  died  probably 
before  the  distribution  of  April  7,  1719. 

1708,  Dec.  24.  Vol.  I,  p  163  T  V:  “Wolston  Brockway  Sen’r  is  chosen  one  of  five  inspectors  of  all  sorts 
of  timber  to  prevent  transportation  out  of  this  towne  contrary  to  the  laws  of  this  Colony”  .... 

1709.  P  7  B  Gen  (1887):  He  devises  property  again  to  son  William,  in  consideration  of  a  legacy  be¬ 
queathed  by  his  “Kinsman  Mr.  (Gregory)  Wilterton  of  Hartford”,  (see  Wolterton;  also  item  above  in 
1674.) 

1714,  July  10.  P  3  B  Gen  (1890):  He  made  deposition  at  Lyme  stating  his  age  as  “seventy  years  or 
thereabouts”  and  stated  that  he  had  dwelt  in  Lyme  for  50  years  past;  but  there  arc  indications  that  both 
his  age  and  the  length  of  his  residence  in  Lyme  were  placed  too  low. 

1714,  Dec.  20.  T  V,  not  paged:  At  town  meeting  Wolston  Brockway  is  chosen  fence  viewer.  So  at 
seventy-six  the  townsmen  still  have  confidence  in  his  virility  and  put  it  to  use. 

1716,  Sept.  5.  P  7  B  Gen  (1887):  He  deeded  to  son  Richard  and  also  to  youngest  son  John,  5  acres 
near  Flat  Rock  Hill,  calling  himself  in  this  deed  “Cooper”.  He  gives  John  also  “two  iron  pots  and  one 
brass  skillet”. 

1717,  May  16.  P  5  Do:  Wolston  Brockway  gives  deed  of  certain  personal  property  to  daughter  Hannah 
Wade  to  take  affect  on  death  of  himself  and  wife.  This  was  probably  his  latest  deed. 

1717,  Nov.  P  5  Do:  This  is  approximately  the  date  of  death  of  Wolston  Brockway  Sen’r  at  Lyme  at 
about  seventy-nine  years  of  age.  Says  the  author,  “He,  without  doubt,  died  at  his  son  William’s  house, 
in  Joshuatown,  near  Brockway’s  Ferry,  and  was  interred  in  the  first  burying  ground  of  the  family  on  the 
hill  side  in  the  rear  of  Mr.  Z.  B.  Warner’s  home  (Duck  River  Cemetery) ;  but  no  decipherable  stone  marks 
the  spot.  Many  of  the  next  generation  were  buried  there,  and  the  stones  are  still  standing,  and  to  be  read. 
During  his  lifetime  he  had  deeded  all  of  his  land  and  real  property  to  his  sons  hence  the  estate  probated 
at  New  London  and  which  follows  is  small.  Joshua  Town  above  was  so  called  for  250  years,  after  a  famous 
Indian  sachem  named  Joshua,  who  originally  lived  there.  It  is  still  so  called,  in  fact,  and  probably  will 
ever  be.  It  is  on  the  east  side  of  the  Connecticut  river  some  five  or  six  miles  from  the  mouth. 

1718,  Nov.  11.  Vol.  II,  p  37  P  Ct,  New  London:  “This  Court  Grants  administration  to  Richard 
Brockway  of  Lyme  on  the  Goods,  Chattells  and  Credits  of  his  Deceased  father  Willston  Brockway  Late 
of  Lyme.” 

1718,  Dec.  9.  P  41  Do:  “At  a  Court  of  Probate  held  in  New  London,  An  Inventory  of  ye  Estate  of 
Woolston  Brockway  late  of  Lyme  Deceased  was  prsented  in  this  Court.  Proved,  accepted  &  ordered  to 
be  Recorded.”  Though  ordered  to  be,  it  apparently  never  was  recorded.  The  Brockway  Genealogy  gives 
total,  no  land,  £52-18.  The  author  probably  saw  original  paper  on  file. 

1719,  April  7.  P  45  Do:  “Richard  Brockway  administratr  on  the  Estate  of  his  Deceased  father  Woolston 
Brockway  Sen’r  late  of  Lyme  presented  to  this  Court  an  account  of  the  payment  of  sundry  Debts  and 
charges  about  the  Estate  amounting  to  £24-ls-9d  which  is  on  file  and  that  being  subtracted  from  ye 
Totale  sum  of  the  Inventory,  ther  Remains  £l-13s-Sci  which  this  Court  Distribute  as  followeth.  To  the 
eldest  son  a  double  Portion  being  6s,  and  to  the  other  Children  3s  apeice,  and  to  the  children  of  Woolston 
Brockway  Jun’r  Deceased  3s  &  to  the  children  of  Mary  Mott  Deceased  3s.” 

1827.  Vol.  5,  p  76  Standard  Encyclo:  Zebulon  R.  Brockway,  penologist,  born  Lyme,  Ct.,  1827,  made 
Elmira  Reformatory  the  model  for  America  and  Europe. 

CHILDREN 

(per  record  sent  to  the  town  clerk,  Lyme,  Jan'y  20,  1683,  before  John’s  birth) 

1.  HANNAH  b.  Sept.  14,  1664;  m.  (1)  Aug.  23,  1682,  Thomas  Champion  (see  below) 
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2.  WILLIAM  b.  July  25,  1666;  m.  Mch.  8,  1692/3,  Elizabeth - ;  he  d.  Mch.  29,  1755,  re  89  shed.  6  ch 

In  May,  1724  the  General  Court  gave  him  right  to  keep  a  ferry  over  the  great  river,  which  is  still  known  as 
Brockway’s  Ferry.  He  inherited  the  homestead  and  descendants  are  still  living  on  the  Brockway  property. 

3.  WOLSTON  b.  Feb’y  7,  1667/8;  m.  Dec.  4,  1688,  Margaret - ;  he  d.  a  May,  1707,  ae  39  she  d.  Jan’y  17,  7  ch 

1738/9,  ae  73 

They  lived  in  Lyme.  He  died  leaving  estate  of  £177-07-06.  She  m.  (2)  Feb’y  7,  1710/11  Thomas  Ennis  and 
had  one  child.  She  died  at  Lyme. 

4.  MARY  (MARAH)  b.  Jan’y  16,  1669/70;  m.  Apl.  6,  1692,  Samuel  Mott 

They  were  of  Lyme.  Town  clerk,  Joseph  Peck,  usually  spelled  Mary  as  Marah. 

5.  BRIDGET  b.  Jan’y  9,  1671/2;  m.  1714,  Jonathan  Beebee;  she  d.  Apl.  6,  1756,  ae  84  he  d. 

She  was  Jonathan  Beebee’s  second  wife.  They  lived  in  East  Haddam,  Ct.  Gravestone  marks  their  resting 
place. 

6.  RICHARD  b.  Sept.  30,  1673;  m.  (1)  Oct.  25,  1697,  Rachael - ;  he  d. -  she  d.  Apl.  9,  1718  8  ch 

He  married  (2)  May  5,  1720  Elizabeth  Tiffany  and  had  seven  children  by  her,  making  fifteen  in  all.  In  1718  7  ch 

he  was  administrator  of  his  father’s  estate.  He  joined  the  first  church  in  Lyme  Oct.,  1739. 

7.  ELIZABETH  b.  May  24,  1676;  m.  (1)  a  1701,  William  Harris;  she  d.  July,  1729,  a;  53  he  d.  a  1710 

They  lived  in  Lyme.  She  m.  (2)  Mch.,  1711/12  Roger  Alger  Sr.,  of  Lyme. 

8.  SARAH  b.  Sept.  26,  1679;  m.  Jan’y  20,  1703  4,  Nathaniel  Beckwith 

They  were  residents  of  East  Haddam.  On  Nov.  23,  1704  her  father  gave  land  to  his  "well  beloved  son-in-law 
Nathaniell  Beckwith  of  hadam,  on  the  cast  side  of  the  river”. 

9.  DEBORAH  b.  May  I,  1682 

10.  JOHN  b. - ;  m. -  7  ch 

There  is  no  record  of  his  birth,  marriage  or  death.  He  is  mentioned  in  deed  of  Mch.  13,  1707/8.  John  was  chosen 
Granger  of  Lyme  in  1722. 


LINE  OF  DESCENT 

Thomas  Champion  b.  1656  m.  Hannah  Brockway  b.  1664 

Henry  Champion  b.  1695  in.  Mehitable  Rowley  b.  1704 

David  Deming  b.  1709  m.  Mehitable  Champion  b.  1720 

Ira  Buell  b.  1745  m.  Prudence  Deming  b.  1741 

Nathan  Bassett  b.  1769  m.  Mehitable  Buell  b.  1774 

Ozias  Buell  Bassette  b.  1807  m.  Emeline  Eno  b.  1805 

Frederick  Henry  Bassette  b.  1839  m.  Margaret  Anderson  b.  1844 


L 
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RICHARD  BRONSON 


b. 


m. 


b. 

d. 


d.  after  1648 


1636,  June  1.  Vol.  I,  p  35  Conn.  Hist  (1886): 
Since  John  Bronson  is  known  to  have  been  a 
soldier  in  the  Pequot  war  of  the  Spring  of  1637. 
it  is  assumed  as  probable  that  he  with  his  father 
Richard  and  his  brother  Richard  were  on  the 
ground  at  Hartford  in  1636.  With  them  also,  it 
is  very  likely,  was  one  Mary  Bronson,  possibly  a 
sister  who  became  about  1640  the  wife  of  Nicholas 
Disborough  of  Hartford,  but  who  left  an  unpleas¬ 
ant  name  for  herself  through  a  serious  indiscre¬ 
tion.  Furthermore  it  is  assumed  as  probable  that 
all  four  were  a  part  of  the  Hooker  Company  of 
100  souls  who  left  Cambridge,  Massachusetts,  this 
June  day  on  their  overland  trip  to  the  Connecticut 
River  at  Hartford.  The  Bronson  name,  however, 
does  not  appear  at  Cambridge  and  there  seems  to 
be  no  trace  of  the  English  ancestry.  In  recent  years  the  name  is  found  but  once  in  the  London  direc¬ 
tory,  indicating  how  rare  this  ancient  name  has  become  in  England.  In  the  early  records  of  Connecticut 
the  name  is  spelled  also  Brunson,  Brounson  and  Brownson.  The  descendants  of  this  family  are  numerous 
and  are  settled  in  many  parts  of  the  state  and  country.  At  the  time  of  the  Hooker  migration,  Sir  Henry 
Vane  was  governor  of  Massachusetts  Bay  Colony  and  the  brilliant  Anne  Hutchinson  was  holding  meet¬ 
ings  in  Boston  which  agitated  the  Colony  greatly  and  resulted  next  year  in  her  banishment,  Vane  quit¬ 
ting  America  in  disgust.  Some  of  Mrs.  Hutchinson’s  followers  are  said  to  have  accompanied  the  Hooker 
party  to  Hartford. 


1636,  June  1.  Vol.  I,  p  35  Do:  There  is  no  evi¬ 
dence  that  the  wife  of  Richard  Bronson  accom¬ 
panied  her  husband  and  the  two  boys  from  Eng¬ 
land  to  the  New  World.  The  probabilities  are  that 
she  had  died  in  England  before  the  other  members 
of  the  family  sailed  and  then  made  their  notable 
trek  from  the  Massachusetts  shore  to  the  Con¬ 
necticut  River  at  Hartford,  beginning  on  this 
June  day.  No  list  of  these  100  odd  pilgrims  has 
been  handed  down  to  us. 


1648/9,  March  9.  Vol.  I,  p  42  T  V,  Hartford:  In  the  Townesmen’s  report  of  this  date  is  an  item  showing 
debt  to  Richard  Brunson.  The  amount  is  obliterated  in  the  record,  the  line  reading  as  follows:  “  It  diw 
to  Richerd  Brunson  00-00-[  ].”  This  is  the  only  Hartford  notice  we  have  been  able  to  locate  concerning 
Richard  Brunson  Sen’r,  though  the  reference  to  “Goodman  Brunson”  below  under  son  John  in  Sept., 
1639,  may  refer  to  Richard  Sen’r.  He  seemed  to  have  come  and  lived  and  gone  as  one  who  was  aged  or 
as  one  whose  work  was  nearly  done. 


CHILDREN 

(only  two  known) 

1.  RICHARD  b. - ;  m.  (1)  sister  of  wife  of  William  Pantry;  he  d.  a  Sept.,  16S7  she  d.  6  ch 

He  m.  (2)  Elizabeth  Orvis,  widow  of  George  Orvis  of  Farmington,  Conn.  She  died  in  1694.  He  died  at  Farm¬ 
ington,  his  inventory  being  £405-08-00. 

2.  JOHN  b.  a  1602;  m. - (see  below) 


JOHN  BRONSON 

r 

b. - 

d.  after  husband 

(if-  J  •  1  *•  .v\  '  '1  !  ■ 


b.  a  1602 

,  m.  a  1638 
d.  Nov.  28,  1680 
ae  78 


1602.  John  Bronson  was  “freed  from  training, 
watch  and  ward”  in  1662.  In  the  absence  of 
other  data  we  surmise  that  this  freedom  from  train¬ 
ing  is  due  to  one’s  reaching  the  age  of  60  years.  If 
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1670,  May  2.  Vol.  Ill,  p  97  C  C:  “Goodwife 
Brunson  the  wife  of  John  Brunson  for  selling  cider 
to  the  Indians  Three  canns  which  By  estimation 
is  eight  pints  as  shee  herselfe  confessed  (but  sd  it 
was  verges)  is  adjudged  to  pay  £5  to  the  Treasury 
of  this  County  &  the  rest  is  remitted  upon  her 
Ingenious  confession  as  above  sayd.” 

1680,  Dec.  2.  “And  this  Court,”  says  the  judge 
at  the  distribution  of  her  husband’s  estate,  “orders 
that  there  be  payd  towards  the  maintenance  of 
the  wyddow,  yearly,  the  sum  of  £10  in  good  cur- 
rent  pay,  during  the  time  of  her  natural  life,  to  be 
paid  by  the  Children  in  proportion  and  more  if 
necessity  arise.” 

These  two  references  are  the  only  ones  we  can 
find  to  the  good  wife  of  John  Bronson,  and  neither 
one  reveals  even  her  first  name.  Judging  by  the 
ages  of  her  children  we  estimate  that  John  and  his 
bride  were  married  about  1638  in  Hartford,  in  the 
very  early  days  before  vital  records  were  kept  at 
all.  "Full  many  a  flower  is  born  to  blush  unseen 
and  waste  its  sweetness  on  the  desert  air,”  says 
Gray;  but  not  so  one  who,  though  unnamed,  yet 
transmits  her  piety,  as  this  mother  did,  notwith- 
standing  one  break,  through  her  children. 


this  is  accepted  it  would  make  John  Bronson  35 
or  36  years  old  probably  at  the  time  of  marriage; 
but  that  is  quite  possible,  and  we  so  record  it  in 
the  absence  of  anything  more  specific. 

1636,  June  1.  Vol.  I,  p  35  Conn  Hist  (1886): 
This  is  the  famous  day  in  New  England  history 
when  100  brave  pilgrims  set  out  on  their  overland 
journey,  without  roads  or  shelter,  from  Cam¬ 
bridge,  Massachusetts  to  Hartford,  Connecticut. 
Since  John  Bronson  was  a  soldier  in  the  Pequot 
War  next  Spring,  historians  believe  he  was  on  the 
ground  in  1636  and  was  in  fact  a  member  of  the 
Rev.  Thomas  Hooker  Company.  The  First 
Church  of  Hartford  accepts  the  view  that  he  was 
one  of  their  earliest  members  and  so  list  him  in 
their  roster. 

1637,  May  10.  Vol.  I,  p  4  G  C:  An  army  of 
ninety  white  men  under  Captain  John  Mason,  and 
seventy  friendly  Mohegan  Indians  under  Uncas, 
go  forth  to  the  Pequot  War  -  the  first  Indian  war 
in  New'  England.  The  war  has  been  justified  in 
history  because  the  Pcquots  for  three  years  had 
been  on  the  murder  path  and  would  not  listen  to 
reason.  It  took  three  vessels  five  days  to  go  from 
Hartford  to  Saybrook  Fort.  John  Bronson  was 
one  of  this  brave  army,  as  evidenced  by  the 


“Soldier  lot”  which  was  given  him  same  as  to  other  Pequot  soldiers  of  Hartford. 

1639,  September.  Vol.  I,  p  1 14  T  V:  “  It  is  ordered  that  mr.  hopkins,  mr  webster,  mr  Talcot,  Jo  Steele, 
goodman  pantree,  goodman  brunson,  will  Gibins  shall  vew  for  a  place  to  sett  a  mill.”  “Goodman  brunson” 
may  mean  father  Richard,  but  we  place  the  item  here  since  John  is  known  to  be  among  the  first  to  set  up 
a  mill  in  Farmington.  Speaking  of  mills  it  was  even  later  than  this  -  about  the  middle  of  the  century  - 
when  the  first  sawmill  in  England  was  torn  down  by  woodsawyers,  who  feared  the-  new  invention  would 
destroy  their  business. 


1639/40,  Jan’y  3.  Vol.  I,  p  A,  T  V,  Hartford:  “The  Names  of  such  Inhabitants  as  have  right  In  un¬ 
divided  Lands.”  There  are  121  names  listed  under  this  heading,  the  first  being  Governor  John  Haynes 
with  160  Ackers  (highest  amount)  out  of  a  total  of  3,281.  In  the  list  we  have  ten  ancestors  as  follows: 
“5th,  Mr.  Thomas  Wells  100;  18th,  John  Steele  48;  19th,  Thomas  Scott  42;  23d,  Stephen  Hart  40;  26th, 
William  Lewis  38;  36th,  George  Stocine  20;  41st,  William  Kelsy  16;  64th,  Matthew  Marvell  28;  119th, 
John  Brunson  3;  13  (add’l),  Thomas  Richards  8.” 


1639/40,  Jan’y  14.  Vol.  I,  p  2  T  V:  “The  Names  of  such  Inhabitances  as  were  Granted  lotts  to  have 
onely  at  The  Townes  Courtesie  wth  liberty  to  fetch  wood  &  keepe  swine  or  cowes  By  proportion  on  the 
Comon:”  John  Brunson  is  the  first  in  the  list  of  41  citizens  who  were  listed  under  this  heading.  It  is  to  be 
noted  that  John  Brunson  is  on  both  lists  above.  Authorities  concede  that  he  was  given  rights  in  the  un¬ 
divided  lands  because  of  his  services  in  the  Pequot  War.  The  following  record  shows  his  land  holdings  at 
this  early  period. 

1639/40,  Feb’y.  Vol.  I,  p  193  Dist:  “Severall  parcells  of  land  in  Hertford  upon  the  river  of  Connecticott 
belonginge  to  John  Brunson  &  to  his  heires  forever:  One  parcell  on  which  his  dwellinge  house  now  standeth 
wth  yards  or  gardens  therein  beinge  containinge  by  estimacon  two  acres  (more  or  lesse)  abuttinge  upon  the 
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highway  Icadinge  into  the  neck  of  land  on  the  East  &  on  the  necke  of  land  on  the  West  &  on  Richard 
Churches  land  on  the  North  &  on  Willm  Heatons  land  on  the  South.” 

He  had  also  recorded:  “one  parcell  lyinge  in  the  Souldjers  field  of  4  acres  on  the  little  river  on  the  East 
one  parcell  in  the  neck  of  land  of  one  acre  abutting  upon  the  Pale  ....  one  parcell  in  the 
neck  of  4  acres  abutting  upon  the  cowpasture  on  the  West  ....  one  parcell  lying  on  the  East  side  of 
the  great  river  of  8  acres  on  the  great  river  west.” 

The  “neck  road”  is  the  present  Windsor  street.  Location  may  be  seen  on  Hartford’s  early  map. 

1640,  Nov.  9.  Vol.  I,  p  52  T  V:  “It  is  ordered  yt  mathew  marvcn  &  John  brunson  shall  pay  five  shillings 
for  puting  over  ther  hoges  over  the  greate  river  wthout  order  &  five  shillings  a  day  for  every  day  yt  they 
left  them  ther  after  the  next  day  at  nite  &  to  pay  such  damages  as  were  done  by  thos  sayd  hoges  on  yt 
side  of  the  river  &  Thoms  Scott  &  will  perker  were  to  judg  what  harmes  thy  had  done  &  to  have  five 
shillings  for  ther  paynes.” 

1641.  P  58  Farmington  Hist  (1841):  Some  think  that  John  Bronson  moved  to  Tunxis,  or  Farmington 
as  early  as  this  with  the  very  first  settlers  there.  Rev.  W.  S.  Porter  classes  him  among  the  twenty  original 
proprietors  who  were  also  actual  settlers.  His  house  was  established  on  a  road  running  out  of  the  village 
in  an  easterly  direction  and  a  half  mile  distant.  It  stood  near  what  is  sometimes  called  Diamond  Glen 
Brook,  having  the  mountain  to  the  south  and  highways  on  all  other  sides.  His  brother  Richard  lived  near 
by.  Though  John  did  move  to  Tunxis  at  this  early  date  it  would  appear  from  his  inventory  that  he  re- 
tained  a  room  at  least  in  Hartford,  while  later  he  set  one  up  at  Mattatuck.  He  had  also  a  dwelung  at 
Nod  -  all  in  addition  to  the  homestead  at  Farmington.  Owing  to  the  loss  of  the  first  volume  of  Town 
Meetings,  the  record  of  elections  in  Farmington,  up  to  about  16S0,  which  was  the  year  ot  John  bronson  s 
death,  exist  only  in  part.  A  few  records  were  transcribed  into  later  books.  Hence  we  shall  probably  never 
knowr  what  offices,  aside  from  constable  as  below,  John  Bronson  held  in  the  town.  As  an  organizing  pillar 
in  the  Church,  deputy  to  the  General  Court,  and  an  active  business  man  in  four  towns  co-extensively  he 
certainly  had  his  share  of  local  honors.  It  would  appear,  too,  that  he  was  square  in  all  his  dealings  for  we 
do  not  find  him  even  once  entailed  in  a  law-suit  of  which  there  were  many  in  his  day. 

1649/50,  Mch.  7.  Vol.  II,  p  1  C  C:  John  Brunson  is  on  the  Grand  Jury,  and  in  May  following  he  was 
on  the  “Grand  Jury  and  of  life  and  Death”. 

1650.  Vol.  I,  p  199  Dist,  Hartford:  John  Brounson  transferred  4  acres  “lying  in  the  soldiers  field”  to 
William  Wadsworth,  who  bought  up  a  large  part  of  the  field  at  this  time.  This  lot  had  been  given  in 
reward  for  his  services  in  the  Pequot  War. 

1650/51,  February.  Vol.  II,  p  58  L  R:  “Land  in  farmingtun  in  the  Juresdich’  of  Conecktycott  belong¬ 
ing  to  John  Brounsun  &  to  his  haiers  for  ever:  one  psell  Lying  in  the  eaighty  acres  Contain  by  estema 
thirty  acres  part  wheare  of  he  bought  of  Thomas  demon  Abutting  on  the  River  on  the  West  &  on  John 

Lantons  Land  on  the  south  &  on  common  Land  on  the  East  &  on  John  Wiatts  Land  on  the  North  .  .  . 

one  psell  Lying  ncere  the  land  of  fermingtun  boundes  of  60  acres  butting  on  the  River  on  the  east  &  on 
a  brock  falling  into  the  River  on  the  south  ....  one  psell  on  which  his  Dwelling  house  now  standeth 
with  other  outhouses  yeardes  and  orchedes  theare  in  being  Contain  fower  acres  abutting  on  the  mountayn 
on  the  South  &  on  highwayes  east  and  north  ....  one  psell  lying  by  his  house  lot  of  three  acres 
abutting  on  Richard  Bronson  his  land  west  &  on  highways  on  the  South,  East  &  North. 

1650  51,  febuary.  P  52  Do:  In  the  record  of  land  here  recorded  to  Stephen  Hartt  this  paragraph 
appears:  “one  p’sell  on  which  a  mill  standeth  with  a  swamp  a  Joyning  to  it  in  which  the  mill  watter 
cometh  &  containeth  all  the  Land  yt  the  Contre  gave  to  John  Bronson  theare,  exsept  his  house  Lott,  & 
a  butteth  on  the  common  Land  &  on  the  highway  Leadding  to  the  mill. 

In  the  first  layout  of  Farmington,  Stephen  Hart  was  granted  a  house  lot  of  fifteen  acres  opposite  to  the 
Church,  one  of  the  considerations  of  so  big  a  lot  being  that  he  was  to  construct  a  mill.  The  Hart  Genealogy 
points  out  that  he  did  not  fulfil  this  part  of  the  agreement,  and  that  the  mill  was  constructed  by  the 
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Bronsons,  to  whom,  as  a  consideration,  was  granted  a  tract  of  eighty  acres,  on  the  Paquabuck  River  now 
known  as  the  “eighty  acre”. 

1651,  May  15.  Vol.  II,  p  14  G  C:  John  Brunson  was  elected  deputy  to  represent  Farmington  at  the 
General  Court  at  Hartford;  our  John  Steele,  Richard  Treat,  John  Deming  and  Steven  Hart  being  all 
members  of  the  same  Court.  John  Bronson  was  re-elected  also  in  1655  and  1656.  Here  is  one  of  the 
orders  passed  by  the  first  named  session:  “The  Governor,  Mr.  Cullick  and  Mr.  Clarke  are  desired  to  goe 
downe  to  Stratford  to  keepe  Courte  uppon  the  tryall  of  Goody  Bassett  for  her  life,  and  if  the  Governor 
cannott  goe  then  Mr.  Wells  is  to  goe  in  his  roome.” 

1651/2,  Mch.  4.  Vol.  II,  p  32  C  C:  “John  Brunson  is  sworne  Constable  in  ffarmington  for  the  yeare 
ensuing.” 

1652,  Oct.  13.  Vol.  I,  p  1  C  R:  On  the  organization  of  the  Farmington  Church  this  date,  John  Bronson 
stands  fourth  among  the  seven  pillars.  His  wife  strange  to  say  does  not  appear  in  the  list  of  members. 
Indeed,  her  first  name  even  is  not  found  in  any  record  so  far  as  known.  The  seven  pillars  were:  Rodger 
Newton  (pastor),  Stephen  Hart,  Thomas  Judd,  John  Bronson,  John  Cole,  Thomas  Thompson  and 
Robert  Porter. 

1658,  April  10.  P  6  Do:  “The  Children  that  were  in  adult  when  we  entered  into  covenant  at  Farmington 
according  to  the  account  of  the  Church,  not  being  above  13  years  old.”  One  Farmington  book  indexes 
these  as  members  under  the  half-way  covenant.  Among  them  are:  “John  Bronson’s  children:  Jacob 
Bronson  17  years  old,  about  January  1657;  John  Bronson  14  years  old,  about  January  1657;  Isaac  Bronson 
12  years  old,  about  January  1657;  Abraham  Bronson  10  years  old,  about  January  1657. 

1658,  Sept.  27.  Vol.  II,  p  105  G  C:  Under  the  heading  “Several  Receipts  respecting  the  payments  for 
ye  purchase  of  Seabrook  Fort,”  etc.,  we  find  this  one,  wherein  John  Bronson  figures  as  Farmington’s 
constable:  “whereas  the  Constable  of  Farmington  in  the  year  1652  did  pay  unto  me  uppon  the  acc’  of 
the  Composition  of  ye  Fort  at  Seabrook  betwixt  Georg  Fenwick  esq.  and  ye  colony  of  Connecticut,  the 
sum  of  £14-16s-Sd  and  John  Bronson  of  Farmington  doth  now'  promis  to  pay  the  remainder  (next  March) 
which  is  8s  Ad,  the  said  John  Bronson  alsoe  affirming  that  I  gave  him  no  receipt  for  the  same,  I  doe  hereby 
declare  that  I  owre  the  receipt  of  so  much  upon  the  account  aforesaid,  provided  no  former  receipt  come 
into  my  priudice  for  the  same,  and  John  Bronson  aforesayd  save  me  harmles  therefrom.  Witness  my 
hand  this  27th  day  of  Septembr  1658.  John  Cullick.” 

1658/9,  Jan’y  20.  Vol.  I,  p  1 16  T  V:  “At  a  town  meeting  Mr.  Stell,  Anthony  Howkins,  John  Root  and 
John  Warner  ware  chosen  by  ye  Town  for  a  Comitty  for  to  lay  out  ye  bounds  of  ye  land  belonginge  to  ye 
Mill  and  to  lay  out  a  Highway  to  run  throw  for  ye  use  of  ye  Town  ....  and  also  John  Brownson  and 
Gorge  Orvic  are  desired  to  goe  along  with  them  for  theyer  information. 

1662,  Dec.  4.  Vol.  II,  p  181  C  C:  “John  Brunson  is  freed  from  traineing,  watch  and  ward.” 

1665,  June  15.  Vol.  Ill,  p  34  C  C:  John  Brunson  sits  on  the  jury  at  Hartford  today.  The  next  day 
he  was  on  the  jury  which  found  Hannah  Hackleton  guilty  of  witchcraft,  &c. ;  and  he  served  at  least  five 
other  times  up  to  Sept.,  1670. 

1665/6,  Feb’y  16.  Vol.  I,  p  62  T  V,  Hartford:  “  It  was  testified  by  the  Committee  that  the  names  of 
the  persons  mentioned  and  the  number  of  acres  there  set  to  them  is  the  true  division  of  the  uppland  on 
the  east  side  the  great  river  ....  it  being  allso  testified  that  the  Length  of  the  said  Lotts  was  to  bee 
three  miles  and  that  thereby  the  number  of  acres  above  said  are  trebled.”  In  this  list  the  same  settlers 
appear  as  were  in  the  list  above  of  Jan’y  3,  1639.  40,  and  the  proportion  of  rights  is  the  same  except  that 
John  Bronson’s  is  increased  from  3  to  10  and  all  those  whose  rights  ended  in  8  as  28,  38  and  48  are  now 
increased  to  30,  40  and  50  respectively.  This  shows  that  in  moving  to  Farmington  John  Bronson  had  not 
disposed  of  his  Hartford  rights;  but  on  the  other  hand,  had  increased  them. 

1666,  June  12.  Vol.  I,  p  545  Dist,  Hartford:  Under  a  land  distribution  headed  “Lotts  drawn  beginning 
next  Windsor  bounds”  John  Brunson  draws  30  acres,  which  was  11th  in  order. 
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1668,  Nov.  3.  Vol.  Ill,  pp  60  and  81  C  C:  John  Brunson  is  appraiser  of  the  estate  of  John  Gifford, 
deceased,  and  the  Court  asks  John  and  Richard  Brunson  to  assist  the  Relict  Mary  in  the  administration 

thereof. 

1668,  Nov.  5.  P  81  Do:  The  Court  desires  John  and  Richard  Brunson  to  assist  Mary  the  Relict  of 
John  Wyatt  of  Haddam  in  the  administration  of  her  estate.  Mary  the  Relict  was  the  daughter  of  John 
and  she  had  the  unusual  experience  of  having  four  husbands. 

1669,  Oct.  12.  Vol.  II,  p  521  G  C,  Ptd:  John  Brounson  senr,  is  the  way  his  name  appears  on  the  Colony 
census.'  He  is  one  of  forty  two  freemen  reported  for  Farmington. 

1670,  May  10.  P  47  Lewis  Fam  (1910):  “Cherry  and  Will  the  Indian  with  three  of  the  Milford  Indians 
were  adjudged  to  pay  to  John  Bronson  for  sider  they  stole  from  him,  20s.” 

1670/71,  Jan’y  18.  Vol.  I,  p  15  T  V:  In  the  land  “in  the  Swamp  lyinge  one  the  branches  of  Mattebesit 
River”,  which  is  here  distributed  “to  severall  pertikaler  persons”,  we  find:  “John  Brunson  Senr  20 
Acres.”  A  condition  of  this  grant  in  the  Great  Swamp  of  Kensington  was  that  it  must  ever  be  a  part  of 
Farmington  &  they  must  never  rend  themselves  from  the  town  without  the  town’s  consent”. 

1673/4  Jan’y  8.  Vol.  Ill,  p  366  L  R:  Here  are  listed  the  84  proprietors  with  their  ratings  “which  ye 
common  Lands  shall  be  devided  by”.  John  Brownson  senr  is  the  50th  name  in  the  list  and  he  is  rated  at 

£101-00. 

1679/80,  March  1.  Vol.  I,  p  16  C  R:  Here  is  a  valuable  church  list  showing  the  members  who  were  in 
full  communion.  John  Bronson’s  name  does  not  appear  upon  it,  however,  though  still  alive.  Can  it  be 
that  this  pillar  of  the  Church  was  aged  and  incapacitated,  near  to  death,  and  thus  not  counted,  or  was 
he  indeed  in  Wethersfield,  or  was  the  omission  a  pure  mistake? 

16S0,  Nov.  28.  The  Probate  Record  following  gives  this  date  of  death.  Porter  says  he  died  at  Wethers¬ 
field;  but  the  Estate  is  accredited  to  Farmington.  One  report  says  that  he  was  buried  in  the  grave  >ard 
back  of  the  First  Church  in  Hartford  where  there  are  many  buried  without  headstones.  The  fact  is  there  • 
are  very  few  burials  in  America  in  the  seventeenth  century  marked  with  headstones.  On  the  whole  we 
are  inclined  to  the  belief  that  John  Bronson  died  at  home  in  Farmington.  He  left  no  will.  All  the  children 
were  living  and  appear  in  the  distribution.  The  inventory  was  of  good  size,  but  would  have  been  much 
larger  had  he  not  given  four-fifths  of  his  lands  to  the  boys  while  living.  One  Farmington  author  pens  this 
pretty  little  appreciation:  “He  reached  out  his  aging  hands  to  bless  in  the  most  practical  manner  the 
beginnings  of  our  town  and  had  here  when  he  died  the  early  form  of  the  sawmill  in  a  pitt  saw,  tiller  and 
box,  also  other  implements  of  a  builder.” 

1680,  December.  Vol.  IV,  p  52  C  C,  Hartford:  “An  Inventory  of  the  estate  of  John  Brunson  deceased 
Nov.  28,  t680: 

Farmington:  To  parell  woolen  &  Lining  .... 

To  25  sheets,  a  Table  Cloath,  13  Napkins,  1  chest,  2  boxes,  all  is 
Item  By  Brass  ....•••• 

To  working  tooles 

To  Barely  Tubbs,  cheese,  press  &  churn  .... 

To  foure  swine 

To  neat  cattell  ....•••• 

To  sheep  ....••••• 

To  Two  Barells  of  Cyder  ...•••• 

To  Two  yeare  olds  ...••••• 

To  one  calfe  ....••••• 

To  5  sheep  ....••••• 

To  8  swine  ....••••• 

To  8  Bareli  of  Cyder  •  ■••••• 

To  a  House  &  Homestead  all 

To  another  orchard  the  New  one  &  the  land  adjoyning 


£06-10-00 

09-12-00 

05-01-00 

07-04-00 

03-02-00 

05-15-00 

14-00-00 

02-11-00 

00-16-00 

02-15-00 

01-00-00 

01-15-00 

05-15-00 

03-04-00 

80-00-00 

50-00-00 


■ 
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Item  to  beeres  lying  in  eighty  acres  commonly  so  called 

.  £14-00-00 

Nod:  To  eight  acres  of  meadow  at  Nod 

20-00-00 

To  the  Homestead  &  houseing  at  Nod 

30-00-00 

Farmington:  To  the  Land  at  the  great  swamp 

07-00-00 

To  the  Land  Layd  out  in  the  Woods 

01-10-00 

To  Land  not  yet  layd  out 

01-10-00 

To  one  Horse  ..... 

01-05-00 

To  seventeen  other  lines  of  sundries 

16-09-06 

Hartford:  To  one  bed  &  furniture 

08-00-00 

To  one  black  cow  .... 

04-00-00 

To  one  dun  cow  .... 

03-00-00 

To  seven  other  lines  of  household  stuff 

03-08-00 

Mattatuck:  To  one  smale  feather  bed  . 

01-04-00 

To  a  pitt  saw  Tiller  &  box 

00-10-00 

Four  other  lines  of  tools,  &c 

“  Distribution  made 

by  the  Court  December,  1680 

Jacob  Brunson 
Isaak  Brunson 
Mary  Ellis 

01-05-00 

Totall  £312-01-06 

John  Brunson 

Abraham  Brunson 
Dorcase  Hopkins 

Sarah  Kelborn” 

1680,  Dec.  2.  P  32  Do:  “Inventory  now  exhibited  in  Court  by  Jacob  &  Isaac  Brunson  £k  Dorcas 
Hopkins.  This  Court  grant  Administration  to  the  Children  of  the  Dec’d,  and  appoint  Marshall  Grave 
to  assist  them  in  the  division.  There  being  no  will  made  by  the  deceased,  and  finding  the  sayd  John 
Brunson  had  in  his  lifetime  allotted  to  his  foure  sonns  each  of  them  a  fifth  part  of  his  lands  in  Farmington, 
This  Court  confirms  the  same  to  them  and  to  their  heires  forever;  &  whereas  John  had  received  short  of 
his  Brothers  £8,  it  is  now  considered  in  the  distribution,  as  also  what  his  daughters  have  formerly  received, 
and  the  distributions  as  followeth:  To  Jacob  Brunson,  eldest  son,  £72-02-00;  to  John  Brunson,  £44-1 7-00 ; 
to  Isaac  Brunson,  £36-17-00;  to  Abraham  Brunson,  £36-17-00;  to  Mary,  eldest  daughter,  £35-16-00; 
to  Dorcas,  £41-16-00;  to  Sarah,  £45- 16-00.  And  this  Court  orders  that  there  be  payd  towards  the  main-  * 
tenance  of  the  Wyddow,  yearly,  the  sum  of  £10  in  good  current  pay,  during  the  time  of  her  natural  life, 
to  be  paid  by  the  children  in  proportion,  and  more  if  necessity  arise.” 

1705/6,  Mch.  21.  Vol.  I,  p  59a  L  R,  Farmington:  “To  all  Christian  people  whom  this  may  concern 
Greeting:  Whereas  there  was  an  inventory  exhibitted  in  Court  of  ye  estate  of  our  honoured  ffather  or 
predesessor  John  Brownson,  Deceased,  and  a  distribution  made  amongst  his  children  December  ye  7 
(1680)  to  his  sons  Jacob,  John,  Isaac,  &  Abraham  and  his  daughters  namely  Mary  Ellis,  Dorcas  Hopkins 
&  Sarah  Killborn  and  there  beinge  his  outlands  not  yett  added  to  ye  inventory:  These  may  certefie  that 
we  whose  Names  are  hearafter  subscribers  Namely  Jacob  Brownson,  Samuel  Brownson  by  order  of  his 
father  Isaac  Brownson,  and  John  Stanly  ye  2d,  Representinge  Lt  Abraham  Brownson  and  Mary  Elies 
and  Samuell  Segicke,  Representing  Dorcas  Hopkins  and  Ebenezer  Killborn,  in  behalf  ol  his  mother 
Sarah,  actinge  as  executor  to  his  fathers  estate  by  mutuall  agreement  doe  determin  a  distribution  of  ye 
severall  devisions  of  out  lands: 

“Impr  To  Jacob  41  acres  in  Weathersfield  Division  of  farmington  and  68  near  Simsbury,  as  a  double 
share  .... 

“  Impr  To  Isaac  Brownson  and  Ebenezer  Killborn  or  his  mother  185  acres  near  Blew  Hills  near  misery 
brook  and  15  acres  on  the  River  near  nodd  .... 

“Impr  To  Abraham  Brownson  and  John  Stanly  representing  Mary  Elies  and  Samuel  Segwick  in 
behalf  of  Dorcas  Hopkins,  78  acres  in  ye  upland  of  ye  great  swamp;  63  acres  on  ye  east  side  of  Blew  Hills 

✓ 

Witness:  Thomas  Hart  Jacob  Brownson  John  Stanly 

John  Hopkins  JuNr  Samuel  Brownson  Samuell  Sedgwick 

Ebenezer  Killborn” 


* 
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1722,  June  22.  P  389  S’th’n  Hist:  Though  now  dead  for  42  years,  John  Brownson  Senior  yet  draws 
Lot  23  in  the  South  Division,  present  Southington,  same  being  412  rods  long  east  &  west,  72  rods  wide, 
containing  1853-2  acres.  The  survey  was  made  in  1672,  but  only  now  distributed  to  the  84  proprietors, 
practically  all  of  whom  were  dead,  but  yet  much  alive  through  their  heirs. 

1727/8,  Mch.  5.  Vol.  X,  p  179  P  Ct,  Hartford:  “Whereas  it  is  represented  to  this  Court  by  George 
Kilbourn,  Thomas  Hopkins,  John  Bracy,  Daniel  Steele  &  Hezekiah  Hopkins,  Heirs  by  marriage  and 
descent  from  John  Brunson,  formerly  of  Farmington,  dec’d,  that  there  is  considerable  Estate  in  Land 
of  the  sd  Deed  that  has  not  yet  been  Dist.,  and  necessary  to  be  apprised  in  order  to  be  Dist.  to  and  among 
the  heirs  of  sd  John  Brunson.  This  Court  grant  Adms.  on  the  sd  Real  Estate  which  has  not  yet  been 
Dist.  unto  the  sd  Thomas  Hopkins  and  John  Bracy,  and  order  that  they  make  an  Invt.  thereof  and  ex¬ 
hibit  the  same  to  this  Court  as  soon  as  may  be,  for  Distribution.” 

1728,  Dec.  15.  P  391  S’th’n  Hist:  The  same  84  proprietors  of  1672  now  draw  their  share  of  the  Shuttle 
Meadow  Division  in  Southington,  John  Brownson  drawing  lot  41  which  was  19  rods  15  feet  broad  with 
c’nt’s  of  77  acres. 


CHILDREN 


(first  bom  probably  at  Hartford;  the  rest  bom  at  Farmington) 


1. 

2. 

„  3. 

4. 

5. 


A 


JACOB  b.  Jan’y,  1640/41;  m.  Mary - ;  he  d.  a  Mch.,  1703/9,  ae  67  she  d. 

They  lived  in  Kensington,  Ct.  He  had  inventory  of  £166-01-02. 

JOHN  b.  Jan’y,  1643/44;  m.  Sarah  Ventris  (see  below) 

ISAAC  b.  Nov.,  1645;  m.  Mary  Root;  he  d.  1719,  ae  74  she  d. 

He  was  baptized  Dec.  7,  1645  at  Hartford.  With  brother  John  he  went  with  first  subscribers  to  found  Water- 

bury. 

ABRAHAM  bp.  Nov.  28,  1647;  m.  Sept.  2,  1674,  Hannah  Griswold 

He  died  at  advanced  age.  He  subscribed  to  the  Waterbury  settlement,  but  reconsidered  and  moved  to  Lyme, 
Ct.  Wife  was  dau.  of  Matthew  of  Lyme. 

MARY  b. - ;  m.  (1)  John  Wyatt;  she  d. -  he  d.  a  Nov.,  1668 

Her  first  husband  was  of  Haddam,  Ct.  She  m.  (2)  July  20,  1671  John  Craves  who  was  killed  by  the  Indians 
Sept.  19,  1677.  She  m.  (3)  June  25,  1678  Lt.  William  Allis,  who  died  in  three  months  on  Sept.  6,  16i8.  She 
m.  (4)  Mch.  16,  1682  Capt.  Samuel  Gaylard. 

DORCAS  b. - ;  m.  Stephen  Hopkins;  she  d.  May  13,  1697  he  d.  a  Oct.,  1689,  a:  a  55 

They  lived  in  Hartford;  he  was  townsman  1668  &  1672.  Six  children  named  in  will;  his  inv’y,  £591-09-06. 
Rev.  Samuel  Hopkins,  Yale  1741,  great  theologian  of  Gt.  Barrington  and  Newport,  was  their  great  grandchild. 

SARAH  b. - ;  m.  Sergt.  John  Kilbourn;  she  d.  Nov.  4,  1711  he  d.  Apl.  9,  1703,  x  79 

He  m.  (1)  Naomi - in  1650  who  d.  Oct.  1,  1650  leaving  3  children.  They  resided  in  Wethersfield,  Ct.  His 

estate  amounted  to  £348-10-01. 


6  ch 


9  ch 


7  ch 


6  ch 


6  ch 
3  ch 


JOHN  BRONSON  b.  Jan’y,  1643/4 

SARAH  VENTRIS  m.  a  1668 

b.  1649  d  a  Nov.,  1696 

d.  Jan’y  6,  1711/12,  a  63  ae  52 

1649.  Vol.  I,  p  1  C  R:  Sarah  Ventris  first  saw 
the  light  probably  in  the  early  days  at  Farming- 
ton,  Ct.  It  is  not  yet  ten  years  since  the  first  white 
men  settled  here,  and  howling  wolves,  bears  and 
wildcats  inhabited  the  mountains  round  about. 
Steeled  to  these  conditions  through  childhood  she 
was  prepared  for  the  nobler  duties  of  motherhood 


1643/4,  Jan’y.  VoL_I,_p_6  C  R,  Farmington: 
John  Bronson’s  exact  birthday  is  not  recorded, 
either  in  Farmington  or  in  Hartford.  Probably  he 
was  born  close  to  the  day  when  his  parents  were 
beginning  to  subdue  the  wilds  of  Farmington  as 
first  settlers. 

1668.  The  marriage  of  John  and  Sarah  is  not 
recorded  so  far  as  we  know,  but  this  year  of  1668 
approximates  the  important  event.  John  was 
about  twenty  four  years  old  while  Sarah  was  but 
nineteen.  Both  were  well  born  and  well  matched 
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and  could  then  better  face  the  move  to  Waterbury 
where  the  experiences  of  early  Farmington  were 
faced  again. 

1653,  July  29.  P  1  Do:  At  four  years  of  age 
says  the  Farmington  Church  Record  she  was 
formally  baptised,  the  Farmington  Church  itself 
not  being  yet  one  year  old.  Sarah  was  baptised 
with  her  younger  sister  Grace  now  3  4  years  old. 

1693,  June  15.  Vol.  IV,  p  10  C  C:  Moses 
Ventrus  of  Farmington  wills  to  Sarah  Brunson, 
his  daughter,  now  of  Waterbury,  “a  feather  pillow 
&  a  pewter  salt  cellar,  she  having  formerly  re¬ 
ceived  her  portion.” 

1696,  Nov.  17.  In  the  settlement  of  her  hus¬ 
band’s  estate  the  Court  at  Hartford  says:  ‘‘It  is 
now  understood  that  the  wido  is  to  have  one  third 
part  of  the  reall  Estate  during  her  naturall  life  and 
a  double  part  of  the  personal  estate  to  be  to  her 
heirs  forever.” 

1696,  Nov.  19.  The  Court  grants  administra¬ 
tion  ‘‘to  the  Widow  and  Isaac  Bronson  to  pay  the 
debts  &  report”. 

1706,  Dec.  24.  Vol.  I,  p  69  P  R,  Ptd,  Water¬ 
bury:  ‘‘Ye  lot  for  ye  fenc  on  ye  west  sd  ye  River 
as  it  fell  decembr  24th  =1706  =  to  begin  at  ye 
falls  at  ye  long  meadow.”  There  are  fifty  pro¬ 
prietors  in  this  list,  the  following  Brunsons  appear¬ 
ing:  ‘‘Serg  brunson  48;  widow  brunson  17;  isaac 
brunson  jr  2;  John  brunson  7.”  This  shows  that 
Widow  Bronson  still  had  interests  in  Waterbury. 
She  may  have  lived  there  for  the  past  ten  years 
with  son  William  who  had  the  homestead;  but 
soon  after  this  time  at  least  she  returned  to  Farm¬ 
ington  for  her  probate  was  rendered  from  there. 

1708,  Apl.  16.  Vol.  I,  p  185  L  R,  Waterbury: 
‘‘Sarah  Brunson  ye  Relict  of  ye  deceased”  hus¬ 
band  signs  the  final  distribution  report  by  which 
she  was  to  receive  a  double  portion  on  account  of 
her  dow'ry  rights. 

1711/12,  Jan’y  6.  Vol.  II,  p  141  L  R,  Farming- 
ton:  “Sarah  Brounson  Widdow  &  Relick  of  John 
Brownson  of  Watterbury  Departed  her  Natural 
lifejanr:6:  In  ye  year  of  or  Lord  171 1/12.”  She 
had  reached  the  age  of  63. 

1711/12,  Jan’y  25.  Vol.  VIII,  p  173  P  Ct, 
Hartford:  “An  Inventory  of  the  Estate  of  Sarah 


it  would  seem.  The  knot  was  tied  no  doubt  in 
Farmington  where  both  resided. 

1669,  May  13.  Vol.  I,  p  273  G  C:  At  age  of 
twenty  five  years  John  Bronson  Jun’r  is  nominated 
at  the  General  Court  at  Hartford  “to  stand  for  his 
acceptation  for  freeman”.  Probably  the  proba¬ 
tion  was  not  over  on  next  October  1 2th  when  the 
census  was  taken,  for  his  name  is  absent  from  the 
list.  This  great  step  in  freedom  followed  another 
of  far  reaching  importance  on  the  day  before  when 
ye  old  South  Church  at  Boston  wras  founded. 

1670/71,  Jan’y  18.  Vol.  I,  p  15  T  V:  In  the 
Great  Swamp  division  both  John  Brunson  Sen’r 
and  John  Brunson  Jun’r  are  included,  the  one 
receiving  20  acres  and  the  younger  14  acres. 

1673/4,  Jan’y  8.  Vol.  Ill,  p  366  L  R:  John 
Brunson  Jun’r  is  classed  with  his  father,  John 
Brunson  Sen’r,  among  the  eighty  four  proprietors 
of  Farmington  and  is  rated  at  £50  and  is  54th  in 
order.  This  is  referred  to  as  the  list  of  ’72. 

1674,  Jun.  6.  P  5S  Andrews  Mem  (1S72):  John 
Bronson  Jun’r  becomes  one  of  the  thirty  two 
original  subscribers  to  the  proposed  Mattatuck 
plantation  or  Waterbury  township,  subscribing 
for  one  £80  interest.  His  brothers  Isaac  and 
Abraham  are  subscribers  also  as  well  as  our 
Thomas  Newell.  Abraham  later  withdrew'  and 
Newell  did  not  go;  but  John  and  Isaac  Bronson 
did  and  saw  it  through. 

1676,  Dec.  5.  Vol.  II,  p  482  G  C,  Ptd:  When 
King  Philip  died  on  Aug.  12th  this  year  it  ended 
the  King  Philip  war.  That  John  Bronson  was  a 
soldier  in  this  war,  and  was,  probably  in  the 
Swamp  fight  the  previous  December,  is  shown  by 
this  entry  in  “A  meeting  of  the  Councill  in  Hart¬ 
ford”  this  date:  “The  Councill  granted  John 
Bronson  of  Farmington  the  sume  of  five  pownds 
as  reparation  for  his  wounds  and  damage  rec’d 
thereby  and  quarteridg  and  halfe  pay  to  the  first 
of  this  present  moneth”. 

1676/77,  Mch.  10.  Vol.  I,  p  51  T  V:  Here  is  a 
fencing  apportionment  among  56  settlers,  headed: 
“For  the  proportioning  of  the  Fence  on  the  West 
side  of  the  Great  Meadow  as  followeth:  beginning 
by  the  River  at  John  Warner’s  farme  untill  you 
come  to  John  Nortons  bridge.”  The  29th  name  is: 
“John  Brownson  junior  Four  Rod.”  The  next 
item  shows  that  he  has  moved  to  the  new  town  o  f 
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Brounson,  late  of  Farmington,  Widow,  deceased, 
taken  by  us  the  subscribers: 

Imp.  a  Sarge  Man  toe  30s,  a  petticoat  17/6,  a 
man  to  20s,  1  do  6,  patrist  5s,  old  do  30d,  18 

riding  hoods  6s . £04-08-06 

Hamaches,  cusheon,  old  apron,  a  silk  hood,  a 

holland  cap,  &c .  02-00-06 

Cash  1/9,  bible  4s,  practice  pietie  30 d,  Quest  & 

Answer  1 2d,  old  books  1 2s- lOd,  sugar  6 d, 

basket  6 d . 01-03-01 

20  acres  of  Land  10£,  Debts  due  to  the  Estate 

4/6 . 10-04-06 

Seven  other  lines  of  cloathing,  household 

things,  &c . 18-23-06 


£37-00-01 

John  Wadsworth,  Daniel  Andrews  Senr  loss  in 

the  Estate,  the  bees  being  dead  .  .  00-10-00 

a  debt  due  to  the  Estate  4s,  a  handkerchief  6 d, 

a  pr  cizzars  6 d .  00-05-00  ” 


1711/12,  March  4.  Vol.  VIII,  p  63  P  Ct:  “Ad¬ 
ministration  granted  on  the  Estate  of  Sarah 
Brounson,  Widow,  late  of  Farmingtown,  dec’d,  to 
John  Brownson  son  of  the  dec’d.”  He  also  pre¬ 
sented  the  inventory. 

1712,  Apl.  7.  P  67  Do:  “John  Brounson  of 
Farmington,  Adms,  on  the  estate  of  his  late 
mother,  exhibites  an  account  of  his  Adms: 


Inventory  ....... 

Paid  in  debts  and  charges,  etc. 

There  remains  to  be  distributed 
To  John  Brounson,  eldest  son 
And  to  William  Brounson,  Ebenezer  Brounson, 
Moses  Brounson,  Sarah  Brounson,  Dorothy 
Brounson  and  Grace  Brounson,  to  each 


£37-01-07 

5-13-00 

31-08-07 

7-17-01 


3-18-07 


“And  appoint  Sergt.  John  Wadsworth  and  Daniel 
Andrews  of  Farmington  distributors.  And  the  Court  order 
John  Brounson  Adms,  to  appear  and  take  out  his  Quietus 
Est." 

Dist.  File:  To  John,  William,  Ebenezer  and  Moses 
Brounson,  to  Sarah  Buck,  to  Dorothy  Kelsey,  and  to  Grace 
Brounson.  By  John  Wadsworth  and  Daniel  Andrews. 


Waterbury,  King  Philip’s  war  having  intervened 
to  delay  the  project.  At  this  place  we  could  find 
no  record  of  town  elections  prior  to  1698;  hence  it 
would  appear  that  we  shall  never  know  what  town 
offices  he  held  there. 

1678/9,  Mch.  11.  Vol.  I,  p  5  P  R,  Ptd,  Water¬ 
bury:  “Thee  order  which  is  the  adition  of  the 
hous  Loots  in  maticok  as  it  is  too  be  tacken  up.” 
Under  this  heading  the  first  house  lots  in  Water¬ 
bury  are  laid  out  in  three-acre  plots.  Thirty  three 
lots  are  laid  out,  John  Bronson  being  seventh  in 
order.  His  house  stood  on  the  north  side  of  the 
present  West  Main  street. 

1679,  May.  P7Do:  The  “planters  of  Matuck” 
agree  to  a  “Devistion  of  Land  and  Fens  Mahan 
and  Steels  Medow”  ....  “The  Loots  as  they 
fell  in  this  divishon  in  or  by  drawing”  were  as¬ 
signed  to  34  proprietors.  John  Bronson  heads  the 
list  with  1  acre,  half  an  acre,  and  16  rods. 

1679.  P  13  Do:  “The  Devistion  to  the  Straits” 
is  made  “on  the  est  side  of  The  rivur  at  the 
straytes  and  also  a  madow  which  is  up  the  river”. 
In  the  “lots  as  they  fall  by  suckseson”,  John 
Brownson  draws  33d  choice  out  of  34  total. 

1680,  Dec.  2.  John  Brunson,  now  thirty  seven 
years  old,  receives  £44-17-00  from  the  estate  of 
his  father.  He  had  already  received  one  fifth  of 
his  lands  during  the  father’s  lifetime.  The  Court 
confirms  this  and  says:  “&  whereas  John  had  re¬ 
ceived  short  of  his  Brothers  £8,  it  is  now  con¬ 
sidered  in  the  distribution.” 

1680,  Dec.  2.  Vol.  IV,  p  30  C  C:  “John  Brunson 
is  plntf:  contra  John  Betts  Defnt.  in  an  action  of 
the  case  for  unjust  detaining  of  his  horse  to  the 
damage  of  forty  shillings  &  a  surrender  of  the 
horss.  In  this  action  the  Jury  find  for  the  plntf  the 
surrender  of  the  Horss  and  cost  of  court.” 


1686,  Dec.  30.  Vol.  I,  P  214  P  R,  Ptd,  Waterbury:  “(transcribd  febeury  :  99  or  700):  Att  a  town  meet¬ 
ing  in  waterbury  desembr  :  30  :  1686  there  was  granted  to  John  Brunson  apece  of  land  at  ye  east  end  of 
his  three  acer  lot  to  Rise  upon  a  tryangle  upon  ye  south  as  fare  as  ben  barns  provided  he  do  not  pregedis 
former  grants  nor  high  wayes.” 

1688,  April  17.  P  225  Do:  “Att  a  town  meeting  in  Watorbury  Aprill  :  17d  :  1688  :  upon  ye  Return  of 
ye  Commity  in  ye  town  Refering  to  yt  devition  prepared  by  them  to  be  layd  out  of  meadow  by  ye  agree¬ 
ment  of  ye  town  the  town  determined  as  followeth:  to  John  brunson  was  granted  to  take  his  devition  in 
ye  same  maner  joyn  to  his  bogey  meadow.”  This  is  the  earliest  land  division  made  after  the  town  of 
Waterbury  became  incorporated  (May  3,  1686).  Thirty  four  proprietors  participate  in  such  rambling 
description  as  this,  without  any  acreage  stated. 
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1689/90,  Jan’y  21.  P  32  Do:  “Att  a  meting  of  the  proprietors  of  Waterbury,  the  proprietors  granted 
to  John  brumson  a  pese  of  land  about  two  acers  halfe  on  the  nor  west  sid  of  his  four  acer  lot  in  bens 
medow.” 

1689/90,  Mch.  18.  P  33  Do:  “Att  a  meeting  of  the  proprietors  of  Watterbury  they  did  unanemussly  : 
desir  :  Mr  Jeremy  peecke  senr  of  grinage:  (Greenwich)  to  sctle  with  them  in  the  worcke  of  the  minestry.” 
Rev.  Mr.  Peck  was  son  of  Deacon  William  Peck,  brother  of  our  Henry  Peck,  both  settlers  of  New  Haven, 
and  he  became  the  first  minister  of  Waterbury.  John  Brownson  and  our  Thomas  Newell  are  among  the 
twenty-five  proprietors  who  sign  the  agreement  to  pay  “ecth  of  us  :  our  proportions  of  sixty  pounds  by 
the  yere  :  to  be  payed  fifty  :  pounds  in  provition  pay  :  and  ten  pounds  in  wood  and  thus  to  doe  yerly”. 

1695,  Dec.  17.  Vol.  I,  p  67  T  V,  Farmington:  “Att  the  same  meeting  their  was  given  to  John  Brounson 
son  of  John  Brounson  of  Waterbury  a  fower  acor  lott  whear  it  do  not  prejudis  highways  drifts  of  cattle 
nor  former  grants.”  Son  John  is  now  25  and  his  father  now  52.  Following  this  John  Bronson  Senior,  of 
Waterbury,  did  not  have  much  longer  to  live,  dying  the  next  year,  in  fact,  per  the  following  Court  record 
which  shows  that  he  died  intestate. 


1696,  Nov.  17.  Vol.  V,  p  226  C  C:  "An  Inventory  of  the  Estate  of  John  Brunson  off  Waterburie  de¬ 
ceased,  taken  Novembr  the  17th  1696: 


tto  a  house  and  home  lott 
tto  a  lott  in  Hamox  meadow 
tto  a  lott  in  hopp  meadow 

tto  two  lotts  in  Munhan  rock  ...••••••• 

tto  a  lott  in  Ben’s  meadow 

tto  a  lott  in  the  upper  end  of  munhan  mead. 

tto  a  lott  in  the  long  meadow 

tto  a  lott  in  the  mad  river  called  boggy  meadow  ........ 

tto  one  lott  up  the  little  brook,  of  three  acres 

tto  one  foure  Acre  lott  up  the  little  brooke  .......... 

tto  one  lott  on  the  old  towne  plott 

tto  neat  Cattle,  horses,  Sheep,  Hay  &  one  Swine . 

tto  Indian  come  20s  and  wearing  Clothes  3£  ........ 

tto  bed  &  beding  wth  a  bag  of  feathers  . 

tto  two  bedsteads  &  two  bolster  tickings . 

tto  sheets  &  other  linen  3£  2s,  Staple  rings  5s  all . 

tto  Yarne,  wool  &  flax  broken  &  unbroken . 

tto  powder  &  lead  10s,  A  gun  &  sword  3£  10s 

tto  a  calf,  boxes  30s,  plow  Irons  15s,  betle  rings  3s,  Iron  10s,  wedges  9s,  Cart  horss  16s,  washer  and 
line  pin  2s/'6,  Cart  cleng  &  pin  5s  ....  all 

tto  horse  chains  10s,  hooks  2s,  ax  6s,  Cow  bells  4s  ........ 

tto  two  hoes  9s,  hatchet  19d,  forks  4s,  trowell  5s  ........ 

tto  a  peal  3s,  2  Iron  potts  &  hooks  2£ 
tto  pewter  14s,  Wooden  ware  10s,  payles  3s 

tto  barrells  6s,  powdering  tub,  dry  Cask,  old  lumber  in  the  house  ...... 

tto  a  bedstead  and  cord  9s,  Chests  &  boxes  1 3s 

tto  wheels  10s,  a  pair  Cards  6s,  a  Sive  12tf,  books  5s  ....... 

tto  a  silver  spoon  10s,  more  spoons  2s /6  ....  .  .  .  .  . 

tto  a  saddle  20s,  a  bridle  I9d,  a  cart  body  7s,  plow  3s  ....... 

tto  a  bottle  2s,  an  old  belt  2/6,  a  Jugg  12d . 


£23-  0-0 
9-  0-0 

5-  0-0 
4-10-0 

6-  0-0 
2-  0-0 
1-10-0 

17-  0-0 
3-  0-0 

3-  0-0 

4-  0-0 
24-  0-0 

4-  0-0 
8-10-0 
3-17-0 

3-  7-0 

1- 19-0 

4-  0-0 

4-  9-6 
1-  2-0 
0-19-6 

2-  3-0 
1-  7-0 
1-  0-0 
1  -2-0 
1-  2-0 
0-12-6 
1-11-6 
0-  5-6 


Totall  £142-  6-6 


“This  Estate  apprised  pr  Isaac  Brunson,  Tho  Judd  the  Smith,  Timo  Stanley 

“Land  in  ffarmington  apprized  pr  Jacob  Brunson  &  Dan’l  Andross . £8-0-0 

“The  names  of  the  Children  wth  ye  ages:  Debts  due  from  the  Estate: 

John  aged  26  Moses  aged  10  To  dea  Judd  £2-15-0 

Ebenr  .  19  Sarah  .  24  tto  Doctr  ffish  2-10-0 

William  .  14  Dorothy  .  21 

Grace  .  7 


£4-  5-0” 
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1696,  Nov.  19.  P  121  Do:  “An  Inventory  of  the  Estate  of  John  Brunson  of  Waterbury  was  exhibited 
in  Court  and  ordered  to  be  recorded  oath  being  made  to  it  by  the  Relict.  This  Court  grants  administra¬ 
tion  to  the  Relict  and  Isaac  Brunson  and  order  them  to  pay  the  debts  that  are  due  from  the  estate  and 
make  returns  thereof  to  the  Court  in  March  next,  that  there  may  be  distribution  of  the  sd  Estate  accord¬ 
ing  to  law.”  (Isaac  Bronson  was  the  widow’s  brother-in-law  now  51  years  old.) 

1696/7,  Mch.  4.  Vol.  IV,  p  141  C  C:  “Isaac  Brunson  moveing  this  Court  for  administration  of  the 
estate  of  John  Brunson  Late  of  Waterbury  deceased,  the  court  do  therefore  distribute  as  ffolloweth: 
The  debts  first  paid  wch  do  amount  to  £22-0-0  there  then  remains  to  be  devided  £120-0-0  whereof  the 
Widdow  to  receive  a  double  part.  And  to  the  Children  all  except  the  eldest  son,  to  each  one  an  equall 
share.  It  appearing  to  the  Court  that  the  eldest  son  has  already  received  his  full  part  of  his  fathers  estate, 
by  adved  gift  from  his  father  in  his  lifetime,  &  by  his  owne  acknowledgment  in  Court  in  November  last, 
it  is  now  understood  that  the  wido  is  to  have  one  third  part  of  the  reall  Estate  during  her  naturall  life 
and  a  double  part  of  the  personall  Estate  to  be  to  her  heirs  for  ever.  The  Court  do  appoint  Isaac  Brunson 
and  deacon  Tho.  Judd  to  destribute  the  estate  according  to  this  order.” 

1701,  Dec.  18.  Vol.  I,  p  74  L  R,  Waterbury:  "Land  in  Waterbury  belonging  to  ye  heirs  of  John  Brunson 
Scor  deceased  of  sd  Waterbury:  Viz  one  pece  on  which  theyr  Dwelling  hous  now  standeth  containing 
two  accors.”  Eight  more  pieces  are  here  recorded.  Ebenezer  Brunson  of  Woodbury  appears  as  an  heir. 

1708,  Apl.  16.  P  185  Do:  “  Isaac  Bronson  moving  this  Court  for  the  distribution  of  the  Estate  of  John 
Bronson,  late  of  Waterbury  deceased.”  Distribution  shows:  To  Sarah  in  movables  £07-16-4  to  be  made 
up  to  £14-16-4;  Dorothy  the  same;  Ebenezer  in  land  £10-02-0;  William  “ye  homestead  his  whole  portion” 
£14-06-4;  Moses  in  land  £12-05-10;  Grace  in  land  £10-10-00.  “Yt  which  remains  of  ye  Revertion  in  ye 
widow’s  hands  is  £13  which  is  to  be  to  Ebenezer,  Moses  and  Grace  to  be  divided  to  each  of  them  alik  yt 
is  £04-06-08  a  peice  all  ye  Rest  of  ye  children  have  received  their  full  portion  of  ye  whole  estate  Revertion 
and  all  =  by  Resin  of  los  in  ye  estate  it  fall  short  in  ye  whole  in  ye  distribution  abought  eighteen  pounds 
this  distribution  mad  by  consent  of  ye  widow  cyto  what  was  her  dowry  in  it  =  by  us  distributed.”  Signed  by 
“Isaac  Brunson,  sert,  Thomas  Judd,  smith,  and  Sarah  X  Brunson  ye  Relict  of  ye  deceased.” 

1722,  June  12.  P  389  S’th’n  Hist:  While  his  father  drew  lot  23  of  185H  acres  John  Bronson  Jr.,  who 
also  was  in  the  1672  list  of  proprietors,  draws  lot  40  of  91  acres,  412  Rods  long  and  35}^  Rods  wide.  This 
was  in  the  South  Division  which  had  been  surveyed  in  1672;  but  only  now  distributed  to  the  84  proprietors 
then  listed. 

1728,  Dec.  15.  P  391  Do:  John  Brownson  Jr  is  mentioned  for  his  share  in  the  Shuttle  Meadow  Division, 
though  dead  now  for  32  years.  He  drew  lot  75  which  was  17  rods  7  ft  wide  and  contained  38  acres  -  this 
being  the  smallest  allotment  among  our  12  participants. 

CHILDREN 

(as  per  record  of  father’s  probate;  first  four  probably  bom  at  Farmington;  last  three  bom  at  Waterbury,  Conn.) 

1.  JOHN  b.  1670;  m.  (1)  Jan’y,  1696/7,  Rachael  Buck;  he  m.  (2)  Apl.  7,  1709,  Wid.  Mary  Peck  Chatterton  (see 

below) 

2.  SARAH  b.  1672;  m.  Jan’y  13,  1697/8,  Ezekiel  Buck  Jr.  3  ch 

They  lived  in  Wethersfield,  Ct.  He  was  unfortunate  and  Wethersfield  in  1715  passed  a  vote  to  give  him 
assistance  “because  of  his  physical  infirmities”.  He  d.  soon  after.  He  is  brother  of  our  Comfort  Buck  and  of 
Rachael  Buck  above. 

3.  DOROTHY  b.  1675;  m.  Jan’y  11,  1699/1700,  Stephen  Kelsey;  she  d. -  he  d.  a  May,  1745  1 1  ch 

They  were  of  Wethersfield  and  New  Hartford.  In  1723  they  deeded  their  right  in  their  father  Kelsey’s  estate 
to  their  son  Stephen  Kelsey  of  Wethersfield  and  Waterbury.  His  inventory  at  New  Hartford  totalled  £273- 
05-01. 

4.  EBENEZER  b.  1677;  m.  Aug.  13,  1702,  Mary  Munn;  he  d.  May  23,  1727,  ae  50  she  d. 

They  lived  and  died  in  Woodbury,  Conn.  They  had  several  children. 
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5  WILLIAM  b.  16S2;  m.  Mch.  20,  1707,  Esther  Barnes;  he  d.  Aug.  20,  1761 ,  x  79  she  d. 

They  had  several  sons  and  daughters.  Lived  in  Waterbury.  To  him  his  father’s  homestead  in  Waterbury  was 
distributed  "as  his  whole  portion”,  valued  at  £14-16-4. 

6  MOSES  b.  16S6;  m.  Nov.  5,  1712,  Jane  Wyatt;  he  d.  Aug.  12,  1754,  x  63  shed. 

She  was  of  Stratford,  Ct.  They  lived  in  Waterbury,  then  Stratford,  and  Waterbury  again  about  1723. 

7.  GRACE  b.  16S9;  m.  Mch.  19,  1711/12,  Jacob  Barnes 

Her  age  as  well  as  ages  of  her  brethren  are  shown  in  the  father  s  probate. 


JOHN  BRONSON 
MARY  PECK 

b.  Sept.  23,  1672 
d.  after  husband 


b.  1670 

m.  (1)  January,  1696/7 
Rachael  Buck 
m.  (2)  Apl.  17,  1709 


Widow  Mary  Peck  Chatterton 
he  d.  Aug.  9,  1749,  ae  79 


1672,  Sept.  23.  Vol.  I,  p  54  B  M  D,  New  Haven: 
“Mary  daughter  of  Benjamin  Peeke  was  borne  ye 
23d  of  Septbr  1672.”  She  was  named  fer  her 
mother  Mary  Sperry.  Mary  was  the  second  of  ten 
children  and  up  to  the  time  of  her  first  marriage  at 
twenty  three  she  was  busy  enough  v,ith  the 
younger  members,  being  as  she  was,  the  chief 
reliance  of  her  mother. 

1695.  Mary  Peck  of  New  Haven  marries  John 
Chatterton  of  New  Haven  about  this  time.  John 
Chatterton  was  born  at  New  Haven  Feb’y  21, 
1668  and  married  Apl.  30,  1690  Mary  Clement. 
One  child  Mary  was  born  to  them  Apl.  28,  1692 
and  shortly  thereafter  the  mother  died.  Then 
John  Chatterton  married  Mary  Peck  and  had  (1) 
Esther  b.  Nov.  23,  1696;  (2)  Sarah  b.  Jan’y  24, 
1697/8;  (3)  Lydia  b.  Apl.  3,  1699;  (4)  Silence  b. 
1701.  Records  show  that  Silence  was  born  within 
a  year  of  her  father’s  death  and  that  she  accom¬ 
panied  her  mother  to  Farmington  on  her  mother’s 
marriage  to  John  Bronson.  Probably  the  other 
children  accompanied  her  likewise,  all  being  under 
ten. 

1706.  Vol.  IV,  p  436  P  Ct,  New  Haven:  Joseph 
Peck  of  New  Haven,  Mary’s  brother,  dies  un¬ 
married  and  his  estate  was  distributed  among 
seven  brothers  and  sisters  among  whom  was  Mary 
Chatterton. 

1716,  Oct.  16.  P  436  Do:  “I  Mary  Brownson 
have  received  of  my  Brother  Ebenezer  Peck  my 
full  proportion  of  my  Deceased  Brother  Joseph’s 
Estate  to  my  full  satisfaction,  as  witness  our  hand. 
Richard  Spery  Mary  X  Brownson’’ 

John  Brownson 


1670.  This  was  John  Bronson’s  natal  year  ac¬ 
cording  to  his  age  as  stated  in  the  father’s  probate 
record.  Farmington  was  his  birthplace.  This 
town  is  now  thirty  years  old,  quite  old  enough  to 
extend  a  welcome  hand  to  the  new  born  town  of 
Charlestown,  South  Carolina,  which  claims  1670 
as  its  natal  year.  When  about  nine  years  of  age 
John  moved  with  the  family  to  their  new  home  in 
the  very  beginnings  of  Waterbury,  Connecticut. 
Built  on  the  banks  of  the  Naugatuck  River  in  a 
very  beautiful  valley,  Waterbury  could  well  in¬ 
spire  the  imagination  of  its  youth  as  well  as  that 
of  its  older  pioneers.  The  next  item,  which  is  a 
record  of  land  holdings,  shows  that  John,  then  25 
years  old,  had  already  returned  to  Farmington  and 
had  acquired  considerable  property.  He  hardly 
reached  the  age  in  which  he  could  be  elected  to 
office  in  Waterbury,  though  if  he  had  been,  there 
would  be  no  record  of  it  since  no  record  of  town 
elections  is  extant  before  the  year  1698. 

1695,  Mch.  28.  Vol.  I,  p  39b,  L  R:  “Land  in 
farmington  belonging  to  John  Bronson  :  son  of 
John  Brounson  att  Watterbury,  in  the  county  of 
hartford  &  to  his  haires  for  ever:  one  parcell  of 
two  acres  abutting  northwardly  on  the  highway; 
southwardly  on  Samuel  Brownson,  eastwardly  one 
Wadsworth’s  Land,  westwardly  on  John  Wads¬ 
worth’s  hous  lott  ....  one  parcell  in  ye  great 
meadow,  of  8  acres,  abutting  north  part  on  land 
that  was  Deacon  Hart’s  ....  one  parcell  in 
the  great  swamp,  of  25  acres,  abutting  north  on 
land  that  was  Simon  Wrothums  ....  one  par- 
cell  in  paquabuck  meadow,  of  5  acres,  abutting 
northerly  one  the  River  ....  one  parcell  in 
the  elbow  abutting  west  on  land  of  Moses  Ventrus 
&  south  one  the  River  ....  one  parcell  in  the 
pinicall  swamp  att  the  south  east  of  Rattellsnake 
hill,  of  14  acres,  which  was  given  to  him  by  his 
father  as  aperes  by  a  deed  Dated  ye  15th  March 
1694/5,  ....  one  p’cell  of  upland  att  the 
great  Swamp,  of  7  acres,  which  his  ffather  gave 


THE  BRONSON  FAMILY 


145 


Mary  Brownson’s  brothers  and  brothers-in-law 
also  gave  receipts  as  follows:  Benja  Peck,  John 
Peck,  Nathaniall  Bunell,  Ebenezer  Stevens  and 
Eliphalet  Bristoll. 

1730,  Mch.  3.  Vol.  V,  p  560  Do:  Benjamin 
Peck,  father  of  Mary,  refers  in  will  to  her  as  fol¬ 
lows:  “My  will  is  after  my  just  Debts  and  afors’d 
Charges  are  Sattisfyed  the  remaindor  of  my 
Estate  shall  be  equally  divided  amongst  my  eight 
Children  namely  Benjamin  Peck,  John  Peck, 
Ebenezer  Peck,  Mary  Brunson,  Esther  Bristoll, 
Lydia  Ferry  and  one  eight  part  to  sd  children  of 
my  Daughter  Desire  Bunnell  and  to  my  Daughter 
Mehittable  Stevens  to  each  of  them  their  part 
Assigned  forever.” 


him  as  appereth  by  a  deed  Dated  ye  15th  March 

1694.  5,  abutting  easterly  on  Mr.  Wrothum  his 
land  ....  14  Jenuary  1702  or  3  :  the  town  yn 
agreed  at  a  town  meeting  to  make  an  exchange  of 
land  with  John  Bronson  son  of  John  Deceased  at 
pinicall  swamp,  and  14  acres  was  laid  out  to  him 
abutting  eastward  &  westward,  northward  & 
southward  on  comon  land.” 

1695,  Dec.  17.  Vol.  I,  p  67  T  V,  Farmington: 
“Att  the  same  meeting  their  was  given  to  John 
Brounson  son  of  John  Brounson  of  Waterbury  a 
fower  acor  lott  whear  it  do  not  prejudis  highwayes 
drifts  of  Cattle  nor  former  grants.”  This  probably 
was  a  house  lot,  and  John  was  no  doubt  looking 
forward  to  his  wedding  day. 


1730,  June  3.  Vol.  9,  p  5  L  R,  New  Haven: 
Mary  Bronson  with  all  her  brothers  and  sisters 
give  receipt  for  £1,009  to  Brother  Ebenezer  Peck 
in  full  for  four-eighths  part  of  her  father’s  estate. 

1749,  June  21.  “I  give  unto  my  wife  Mary,” 
says  her  husband  in  his  will,  “one  half  of  my  real 
and  moveable  estate,  except  particulars  given  to 
David  and  James  Brownson,  and  proved  lands 
during  her  life.”  Mary  Bronson  is  now  seventy 
seven  years  old.  Probably  advancing  age  is  a 
reason  why  the  executorship  of  the  will  was  given 
to  two  sons  rather  than  to  her.  We  do  not  know 
how  much  longer  she  lived  after  this.  The  Farm¬ 
ington  Records  in  these  early  days  show  very  few 
deaths  recorded,  and  hers  is  not  among  these  few. 


cases. 

times  twice  in  the  same  division;  but  we  shall  assume 
all  future  references  in  Waterbury  though  some  may 


1696,  Dec.  17.  Vol.  I,  p  43  P  R,  Waterbury, 
Ptd:  “Att  a  proprietors  meting  in  Wattcrbury 
there  was  granted  to  John  Richason  :  John 
Brounson,  Joseph  Gaylord  a  parcel  of  land  at 
Judds  meddo  buting  south  on  Doctr  Porters 
meddo,  west  on  the  river  and  north  on  the  rocks, 
provided  it  dont  prejdis  higways  nor  former 
grants:  provided  they  buld  and  cohabit  according 
to  articles.”  This  reads  as  though  the  town  was 
trying  to  get  our  John  to  “buld  and  cohabit”  in 
Waterbury.  His  father  John  Sen’r  had  died  about 
a  month  before.  Yet  aside  from  our  John  there  was 
another  John  Bronson  now  in  Waterbury  and  in 
1699  yet  another  John  Bronson  came  to  full  age 
there.  In  the  absence  of  any  senior  or  junior  titles 
it  throws  a  doubt  on  which  one  was  meant  in  most 


There  are  many  land  divisions  in  the  next  twenty  years  in  which  a  John  Bronson  appears,  some- 

that  our  John  is  now  in  Farmington,  and  shall  pass 
refer  to  him. 


1696/7,  January.  Vol.  II,  p  138  Stiles:  This  cold  winter  month  is  given  as  the  wedding  month  when 
John  takes  Rachael  Buck  of  Wethersfield  for  his  bride.  She  was  19  years  old,  and  sister  of  our  Comfort 
Buck.  Four  children  blessed  this  union,  whereupon  Rachael  died  at  30,  only  ten  days  after  her  fourth 
child  was  born.  She  must  have  been  a  good  woman  for  the  second  wife  names  her  first  child  Rachael  in 
the  first  wife’s  honor. 

1696/7,  Mch.  4.  At  the  distribution  of  his  father’s  estate  this  date  the  Court  observes:  “  It  appearing 
to  this  Court,  yt  ye  eldest  son  (John)  has  already  received  his  full  part  by  deed  of  gift  from  his  father  in 
his  lifetime,  and  by  his  own  acknowledgment  in  court  in  November  last,  it  is  now  understood  yt  ye  wido 
is  to  have  one  third  part  of  ye  rale  estate  during  her  naturall  life  and  a  double  part  of  ye  personal  estate.” 

1698,  June  8.  Vol.  I,  p  80  L  R,  Farmington:  Matthew  Woodruff  Jun’r  buys  of  John  Brounson,  son  of 
John,  39  acres  “bounded  southward  on  a  highway  leading  to  Hartford”. 

1702/3,  Jan’y  14.  Vol.  I,  p  97  T  V,  Farmington:  “Att  the  same  meeting  ye  town  by  voate  agreed  to 
make  an  exchang  with  John  Brounson  of  a  parcell  of  land  att  the  pinnicall  swamp  to  bring  his  land  into 
better  form  provided  itt  doth  not  pregidish  drifts  of  cattell  nor  highwayes  &  former  grants.” 


’ 


* 
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1705,  April  9.  Vol.  VI,  No.  104A,  P  C,  Hartford:  “The  proportion  of  the  Meadows  in  farmington; 
having  measured  ye  fence  each  man’s  proportion  as  it  lyeth  ....  from  ye  Rear  of  the  lotts  to  ye  River 
against  ye  farme.”  Among  the  101  names  in  the  list  the  fifth  is:  “Jon  Brownson,  £2-6-0.” 

1705,  Dec.  18.  Vol.  I,  p  103  T  V,  Farmington:  “Att  the  same  meetinge  there  was  chosen  for  survayers 
of  the  Highways  John  Brounson  and  Thomas  Bird  ye  son  of  James.” 

1708,  June  25.  Vol.  II,  p  141  L  R:  “Rachel  Brounson  ye  wife  of  John  Brounson  departed  her  Natural 
Life  the  twenty  fift  day  of  June  In  ye  year  of  our  Lord  1708.” 

1708/9,  Mch.  1.  Vol.  VII,  p  75  C  C:  John  Brunson  is  on  the  jury  at  Hartford. 

1709,  Apl.  17.  Vol.  II,  p  145  L  R,  Farmington:  “John  Brounson  was  Joyned  In  marryag  with  ye  widow 
Mary  Chatterton  of  New  Haven  Apriel  17th  In  ye  year  of  our  Lord  1709.”  It  is  only  nine  months  from 
the  sad  event  recorded  above.  The  young  baby  and  the  other  young  children  surely  needed  a  mother. 
Probably  the  baby’s  grandmother  filled  the  place  in  the  interim.  We  have  wondered  how  John  found  this 
new  bride  in  far  away  New  Haven,  but  can  discover  no  clue.  By  this  wedding  the  family  is  increased  to 
eight  children  for  she  has  four  young  children  of  just  about  the  ages  of  his  four.  Then  with  four  more 
added  by  the  new  union  there  were  an  even  dozen  to  make  a  busy  and  probably  a  noisy  household  in  the 
next  few  years.  John  is  now  39  and  Mary  37  and  they  are  to  have  a  run  of  40  years  together  before  he 
dies  at  age  79.  She  lives  on  after  him,  but  history  has  left  no  clue  apparently  as  to  how  long. 

1711/12,  Jan’y  6.  Vol.  II,  p  141  L  R:  John  Bronson’s  mother  Sarah  Ventris  Bronson  dies  today,  in- 
testate,  at  Farmington;  and  the  Court  at  Hartford  appoints  him  administrator  of  the  estate.  His  widowed 
mother,  on  her  return  from  Waterbury,  had  made  her  home  with  him. 

1713,  Dec.  14.  Vol.  I,  p  131  T  V,  Farmington:  “Att  ye  same  meeting  ye  Town  made  choyce  of  Sargt 
Thomas  Hart  and  John  Brounson  for  surveyers  of  ye  highways  for  ye  year  ensuing.” 

1713,  Dec.  21.  P  133  Do:  “Att  the  same  meeting  there  was  graunted  unto  John  Brounson  Liberty  to 
build  a  fulling  mill  upon  ye  Brook  that  cometh  down  ye  mountain  by  Jonathan  Smiths,  and  allso  ye  Im¬ 
provement  of  so  much  land  as  is  necessary  to  sett  A  mill  upon.”  This  right  was  granted  provided  he  build 
within  two  years  and  was  to  continue  “so  long  as  he  doth  not  damnifie  ye  Cartway”  and  “so  long  as  he 
keeps  a  fulling  mill  there  fitt  for  service  &  no  longer.” 

The  following  will  is  that  of  John’s  uncle,  his  mother’s  brother.  The  term  “cousin”  was  used  loosely 
in  those  days  to  cover  nephews,  nieces,  sons-in-law  and  daughters-in-law  as  well  as  real  cousins. 

1721,  Aug.  10.  Vol.  IX,  p  95  P  Ct,  Hartford:  “I,  Moses  Ventrus  of  Farmington,  doe  make  this  my  last 
will  and  testament:  I  give  to  my  cousin  John  Brunson,  of  Farmington,  my  lott  at  the  ox  pasture  ir.  Paqua- 
buck  meadow,  and  my  three  lotts  in  the  3  divisions  furthest  west  from  the  Town,  and  also  my  gunn  and 
my  lott  on  the  east  side  of  the  river  against  Nodd.  I  give  to  my  cousin  Mehetabell  Ventrus  my  land  at 
the  Fort  Hill.  It  is  further  my  will  that  in  case  Jacob  Barnes  do  give  a  good  maintenance  unto  the  sd 
Mehetabell  Ventrus  until  her  decease,  then  at  her  decease  he  the  sd  Barnes  is  to  have  and  held  all  that 
by  this  instrument  \/as  given  to  her;  otherwise  to  be  the  aforesd  John  Brunson’s  provided  he  the  sd 
Brunson  doth  maintain  the  sd  Mehetabell.  I  give  unto  my  cousin  Moses  Brunson,  the  son  of  William, 
all  my  right  in  the  land  at  the  Blue  Hills  that  is  not  laid  out.  I  make  my  cousin  John  Brunson  sole 
executor.” 

1721,  Dec.  5.  P  159  Do:  John  Bronson  was  appointed  one  of  the  distributors  of  the  £13-03-06  personal 
estate  of  Moses  Ventrus  above. 

1728,  Dec.  9.  Vol.  I,  p  207  T  V:  “Att  ye  same  meeting  their  was  Chosen  for  survayors  of  Highways 
for  ye  year  insueing  John  Brounson  for  ye  first  society.”  He  had  been  surveyor  in  1722  also. 

1730,  Apl.  27.  P  216  Do:  “An  enrollment  of  ye  Names  of  ye  Freemen  in  Farmington  made  In  ye  open 
meeting  of  ye  Freemen  ye  Day  abovesd.”  Here  follow  132  names,  John  Brounson  being  one,  these  evi¬ 
dently  representing  Farmington  centre,  exclusive  of  Southington  and  Great  Swamp  Sections. 
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1730,  June  3.  Vol.  IX,  p  5  L  R,  New  Haven:  "  Know  all  men  by  these  presents  that  we  John  Brownson 
of  ffarmingtown  and  Mary  his  wife,  Solomon  ffcrry  of  Danbury  and  Lydia  his  wife,  Nathaniel  Bunnel  of 
Wallingford  in  Right  of  his  wife  Desire,  dec’d,  and  Ebenezer  Stevens  of  Danbury  and  Mehitable  his  wife, 
all  in  the  Colony  of  Connecticut  in  New  England  in  America,  for  the  Consideration  of  one  thousand  and 
nine  pounds  by  us  Received  to  our  full  satisfaction  of  our  Brother  Mr.  Ebenezer  Peck  of  New  London 
have  given,  granted  unto,  alienated  &c  to  him  four  eighth  parts  of  all  the  messuage,  tenement 
and  land  either  upland  or  meadow  divided  or  undivided  whatsoever  which  heartofore  may  the  estate  or 
of  Right  did  belong  to  Mr.  Benjamin  Peck  of  Newhaven  and  Mary  his  wife  now  deceased  or  their  heires.” 

1749,  June  21.  Vol.  XV,  p  328  P  Ct,  Hartford:  "  In  the  name  of  God  Amen  this  21st  Day  of  June,  1749, 
I,  John  Brownson  of  Farmingtown;  do  make  this  my  last  will  and  testament:  I  give  unto  my  beloved  wife 
Mary  Brownson  H  of  my  real  and  moveable  Estate,  except  particulars  given  to  David  and  James  Brown- 
son,  and  one  half  of  the  use  of  my  House  &  Barn  and  the  use  of  all  my  Improved  Land  during  her  life. 

**  i  give  unto  my  beloved  son  David  Brownson  and  his  heirs  forever  the  south  half  part  of  my  home  lott 
with  house  and  Barn  and  Vo  of  all  my  land  in  Shuttle  Meadow  Division,  and  one  yoke  of  oxen,  and  V  the 
cart,  and  all  plow  irons  &  Team  Tackling  and  half  the  tools  and  half  the  Swine,  with  a  Gun  and  amunition. 

"Unto  my  son  Jonathan  Brownson  I  give  him  £1  money  old  tenor  besides  what  he  has  already  received. 

"Unto  my  son  Joseph  Brownson  and  to  his  heirs  forever  I  give  my  land  at  Misery  Meadow. 

"Unto  my  son  James  Brownson  I  give  the  north  half  part  of  my  homelott,  and  half  my  land  in  Shuttle 
Meadow  Division,  &  half  the  Cart,  and  half  the  Carpenter’s  Tools,  and  half  the  other  Tools  proper  for 
Husbandry. 

“Unto  my  three  daughters  Rachel  Fery,  Mary  Peck  and  Ruth  Barnard,  all  my  Land  in  the  West  Woods, 
with  half  the  moveable  Estate,  my  wife  first  having  her  part. 

"And  I  appoint  my  two  sons  David  and  James  Brownson  executors. 


Witness:  Jonathan  Andrus, 

James  Brownson,  Sarah  Peck,  John  Brownson,  L.S. 

Thomas  Hart 


1749,  Aug.  25.  P  329  Do:  "The  Inventory  of  the  Estate  of  John  Brownson  Deceased  is  as  followeth: 


Coat  &  vest  12£  15s,  great  coat  50s  ..... 

brass  Kettle  15£,  great  Iron  pot  2£  12s  6d 

Blanket  8s,  feather  Bed  &  boolster  &  pillow  20 £,  two  chests  30s 

1  Cart  &  Clevy  &  pin . 

1  Swine  12£,  Do  9£ 

1  Do  5£,  1  Do  4£  10s . 

3  pigs  4£  Is,  1  pr  oxen  65£  . 

2  stears  3  year  old . 

1  Cow  24£,  3  old  sheep  6£  ........ 

4  Lambs  5£ 

13  acres  &  third  of  an  acre  of  land  in  the  home  lot  ... 

2  sheep  4£,  3  bells  3£  15s 

76  Acres  of  land  in  Shettle  Division  ...... 

32  acres  of  land  at  Misery  Meadow  ....... 

feather  Bed  &  boalster  under  Bed  ....... 

Sundry  items,  total  of  85  more  lines . 

Prized  by  us:  Sam’l  Andruss, 

Johnathan  Andrus,  being  Total  (not  in  book) 

under  oath  as  the  Law  Directs.” 


.  £  15-05-  0 
17-12-  6 
21-18-  0 
13-10-  0 
21-  0-  0 
9-10-  0 
69-  1-  0 
45-  0-  0 
30-0-0 
5-0-0 
133-  6-  8 
7-15-  0 
380-  0-  0 
.  320-  0-  0 

12-  0-  0 
142-18-10 


£1,243-17-  0” 


1749,  Oct.  3.  P  108  Do:  “The  Last  Will  and  Testament  of  John  Brownson  Late  of  Farmingtown  Dec’d 
was  now  Exhibited  by  David  &  James  Brownson  Executors  named  in  sd  Will  who  accepted  the  Trust 
in  Court,  said  Will  being  proved,  is  by  this  Court  Approved,  also  the  sd  Executors  now  Exhibited  an 
Inventory  of  the  Estate  of  the  sd  Dec’d,  upon  Oath  in  Maner  Accustomed  which  Inventory  &  will  is 
accepted  and  ordered  to  be  Recorded  and  kept  upon  file.” 
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CHILDREN 

(first  four  by  first  marriage;  last  four  by  second  marriage; 
first  three  born  probably  in  Waterbury;  last  five  bom  probably  in  Farmington) 

1.  JOHN  b.  Nov.  21,  169S;  he  d.  June  15,  1716,  x  IS 

2.  DAVID  b.  Aug.  9,  170-1;  m.  July  1,  1756,  Susannah  Judd;  he  d.  Oct.  30,  1771,  a:  67  she  d. 

They  lived  in  Southington  section  of  Farmington. 

3.  JONATHAN  b.  May  4,  1706;  m.  May  17,  1732,  Abigail  Clark;  lied.  Aug.  20,  1751,  x  45  she  d.  Nov.  2,  1798,  10  ch 

x  85 

They  lived  in  Southington  on  East  St.  Her's  was  the  first  admission  into  Church  by  Rev.  Mr.  Curtiss.  She 
married  3  times  after  Jonathan’s  death,  the  4th  time  Feb’y  14,  1769  to  James  Beckwith.  She  was  youngest  of  9 
children  whose  ages  added  together  =  737  years. 

4.  JOSEPH  b.  June  15,  1708;  m.  March  4,  1744,  Esther  Rust;  he  d.  a  May,  1783,  x  75  she  d. 

He  was  baptised  June  20,  170S  at  Farmington.  He  made  will  Jan’y  30,  17S3;  inv’y,  £73-04-08. 

5.  RACHAEL  b.  July  6,  1710;  m.^L.  Fery.  Daughter  Rachael  Fery  in  father’s  will. 

6.  MARY  b.  Jan’y  30,  1711/12;  m. - Peck.  Daughter  Mary  Peck  in  father’s  will. 

7.  JAMES  b.  Nov.  29,  1713;  m.  Apl.  26,  1737,  Hannah  Peck  (see  below) 

8.  RUTH  b.  Feb’y  1,  1716;  m. - Barnard.  Daughter  Ruth  Barnard  in  father’s  will. 


JAMES  BRONSON  b.  Nov.  29,  1713 

HANNAH  PECK  m.  Apl.  26,  1737 

b.  Jan’y  20,  1717/18  d.  Mch.  28,  1775 
d.  after  1781  tc  62 

1717/18,  Jan’y  20.  Vol.  II,  p  802  L  R,  Walling¬ 
ford:  “Hannah  daughter  of  Eleazcr  &  Ann  Peck 
born  January  20  :  1717.”  She  was  the  eldest  of 
eight  children  of  whom  the  first  two  only  were 
girls.  She  was  about  ten  years  old  when  the  family 
moved  to  Southington,  a  settlement  newer  yet, 
and  she  had  reached  almost  twelve  when  six  of  the 
children  including  herself  were  baptized. 

1728/9,  Feb’y  9.  P  221  Southington  Hist:  Her 
family  had  been  in  Southington  about  two  years 
before  the  Church  was  established  there,  and  now, 
doubtless  stimulated  by  the  new  pastor  who  was 
the  first  in  Southington  and  who  had  been  on  the 
ground  only  since  November,  Hannah,  together 
with  five  other  brothers  and  sisters,  all  younger, 
were  baptized.  “Hannah  ye  Dau.  of  Eleazar 
Peck,”  as  the  pastor  records  it. 

1737,  Apl.  26.  P  207  Do:  Hannah  is  now  just 
past  twenty  and  today  accepts  James  Bronson  of 
Farmington  for  her  husband,  he  being  some  four 
years  her  senior. 

1775,  June  5.  She  had  passed  the  age  of  fifty 
seven,  when  her  husband  died  in  March  of  this 
year.  The  Court  now  grants  letter  of  administra- 


1713,  Nov.  29.  Vol.  II,  p  99  L  R:  “James 
Brounson  son  of  John  Brounson  of  Farmington 
Born  Novembr  29th  :  1713.”  The  event  was  in 
Farmington,  Connecticut,  while  the  next  event 
was  staged  in  Southington  which  was  a  part  of 
Farmington  till  October,  1779,  when  it  was  incor¬ 
porated  as  a  separate  town. 

1737,  Apl.  26.  P  207  Southington  Hist  (1875): 
The  wedding  knot  was  tied  and  the  event  recorded 
by  Rev.  Jeremiah  Curtiss  who  was  the  first  pas¬ 
tor  of  the  Southington  Church,  continuing  the 
charge  for  26  years.  “Integrity,  meekness  and 
humility  were  acknowledged  parts  of  his  charac¬ 
ter”  as  recorded  on  his  tombstone  in  the  old 
Southington  cemetery. 

1738  9,  Mch.  4.  P  213  Do:  “James  Brownson 
owned  ye  covenant”  in  the  Southington  1st 
Church.  Perhaps  he  had  been  influenced  by  the 
preaching  of  George  Whitefield  who  travelled 
widely  in  the  Colonies  this  year  and  later  as  the 
first  Evangelist  of  modern  times,  “inaugurating 
great  revivals  which  have  had  a  radical  influence 
upon  American  church  life  ever  since.” 

1741,  Dec.  14.  Vol.  I,  p  237  T  V,  Farmington: 
“At  ye  same  meeting  were  chosen  Listers  for  ye 
year  ensueing  Jeames  Brownson,”  and  8  others. 

1742  3,  Feb’y  28.  Vol.  VII,  p  43  L  R:  Moses 
Bronson  of  Farmington,  in  consideration  of  a 
certain  piece  of  land,  conveys  to  John  Bronson, 
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tion  “to  Hannah  Brownson  &  James  Brownson, 
both  of  Farmington,  Bond  given  and  on  file.” 

1776,  Jan’y  31.  Hannah  Brownson,  administra¬ 
trix  of  James  Brownson  her  husband,  presents 
insolvent  report  of  Commissioners  whereupon  the 
Court  sets  aside  to  the  widow  furniture,  &c.,  “  to 
the  value  of  £6-16-6  as  the  law  directs.” 


1780,  Sept.  12.  Vol.  2,  p  176  P  Ct,  Farmington: 
Her  son  James,  thirty  years  old,  in  his  will  says: 
“I  will  and  bequeath  to  my  honored  Mother 
Hannah  Brownson  all  my  Estate  both  Real  & 
Personal  either  in  Land  or  Moveables  or  Bonds 
Notes  of  Hand  or  Book  Debts  or  any  other  Estate 
whatsoever,  or  whomsoever  it  may  be  found  to  be 

her  own  forever . And  I  do  constitute  and 

appoint  my  said  Mother  Hannah  Brownson  to  be 
my  sole  Executrix.” 

1781,  Feb’y  24.  P  177  Do:  Above  w'ill  was  ap¬ 
proved  in  Court  and  ordered  on  file,  “the  Execu¬ 
trix  refused  to  acept  of  the  Trust.” 


1781,  Apl.  3.  P  177  Do:  Inventory  on  above 
estate  of  £19-00-00  was  presented  to  Court  and 
“Letter  of  administration  cum  Tcstamento  cmne.xo 
were  granted  to  Hezekiah  Root  of  sd  Town  Bond 
taken  &  on  file”.  On  same  day  debts  owed  by  the 
estate  of  £27-8-10  are  proved  with  only  £19-00-00 
of  assets.  Among  the  debts  are: 

Widow  Hannah  Brownson  ....  £4-14-  0 

also  to  our  Adjonijah  Lewis  ....  0-35-  0 


Among  the  assets  we  find: 

one  note  of  Adjonijah  Lewis  for  48  bu.  of 

Indian  Com,  with  interest  .  .  .  5-07-  9 

$50  of  Continental  money  valued  at  .  .  0-11-0 

5  pounds  of  State  money  valued  at  .  .  1-15-10 


David  Bronson  and  Jeames  Bronson  of  Southing¬ 
ton  30  acres  of  land,  “  being  part  of  36  Lottment  in 
ye  division  of  Land  on  ye  Rang  of  ye  blew  moun¬ 
tains  Laid  out  to  Moses  Ventris.” 

1744,  Apl.  10.  P  217  Do:  “At  a  freemans  meet¬ 
ing  held  in  Farmington  Jeames  bronson”  was  one 
of  9  to  be  made  free  this  date. 

1744,  Dec.  10.  Vol.  I,  p  244  T  V:  Seven  tything 
men  are  elected,  Hezekiah  Bronson  and  Jeames 
Bronson  being  two  of  them. 

1749,  June  21 .  His  father  makes  James  Bronson, 
with  his  brother  David,  executors  of  his  will,  and 
gives  James  “the  north  half  part  of  my  homelott 
and  half  my  land  in  Shuttle  Meadow  division,  and 
half  the  cart,  and  half  the  carpenter’s  tools  and 
half  the  other  tools  proper  for  husbandry”. 

1751,  Dec.  9.  Vol.  I,  p  253  T  V:  “There  was 
chosen  for  Colectors  to  Collect  and  gather  the 
Rate  Granted  at  this  meeting  -  for  Southington 
Part  James  Brownson.” 

1753,  Dec.  10.  P  257  Do:  “Att  the  same  meet¬ 
ing  there  was  chosen  for  granjurors”  14  men, 
James  Brownson  and  Charls  Brownson  being  two. 

1761,  Feb’y  19.  Vol.  XII,  p  337  L  R:  James 
Brownson  of  Farmington,  for  £242-10s,  sells  to 
Eliakim  Peck  of  Farmington  one  piece  of  land  in 
the  “  1st  Teer  of  Lotts  in  Southington  Parish, 
Butting  East  on  Highway  S  on  David  Brownson 
and  N  on  James  Bradley  and  N  on  David  Smith 
with  a  Dwelling  House  and  fruit  trees  thereon” 
containing  21  acres;  also  one  piece  in  the  Shuttle 
Meadow  Div’n  “formerly  laid  out  on  Right  of 
Jobidiah  Smith  &  Hezekiah  Wyllys  &  Moses 
Ventrus  ”,  containing  53  acres  with  a  barn  thereon. 


We  do  not  know  how  much  longer  Hannah 
Bronson  lived  after  this.  Very  probably  she  ex¬ 
ceeded  three  score  yea.  s  and  ten. 

estate,  whereupon  he  and  his  wife  went  probably  to 
but  a  small  lot  of  personal  property  seemed  to  be  It 


1775,  Mch.  28.  P  51  Lewis  Fam  (1910):  At  62 
years  of  age  James  Bronson  passes  to  his  reward, 
having  died  at  his  home  in  Farmington,  intestate. 
The  above  sale  apparently  disposed  of  all  real 
live  with  one  of  the  children.  In  the  probate  nothing 
ft  and  even  this  was  declared  insolvent. 


1775,  June  5.  Vol.  I,  pp  176-77  P  Ct,  Farmington:  “An  Inventory  of  the  Estate  of  James  Brownson 
late  of  Farmington  Dec’d  taken  by  us  the  subscribers  being  under  Oath  as  the  Law  directs: 


One  Castor  Hat  8/  To  one  Coat  16 
1  waistcoat  3/  one  Ditto  1/6 
Bed  and  Furniture  21/  2  Bedsteads  &  Ropes  8/ 

3  sheets  3/  3  Towels  1/  Table  Cloth  1/  . 

Iron  Kettle  15/  Pot  2/  Table  9/5  Chain  10/ 
Bible  2/  Life  of  Bunyan  /6  .  .  . 


£1-  4-  0 
0-  4-  6 
2-9-0 
0-  7-  0 
1-16-  0 
0-2-6 


. 
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saw  4/  Square  4/  Beetle  Rings  &  Wedges  4/  . 

Hoe  1/9  3  augers  2/6  Hammer  /6 . 

2  Gauges  1/4  6  Chisels  3/  small  Auger  /8 . 

Kneading  Trough  2/  Loom  &  Tackling  7/ 

Hay  &  Reed  5/  1  Reed  4/  pr  Cumpasses . 

34  other  items  ............ 

Samuel  Stedman 
John  Root 

To  be  added  to  the  Inventory  Turning  Lathe  8/  1  order  from  the  Town  19/8 

Samuel  Stedman 


£0-12-  0 
0-4-9 
0-  5-  0 
0-9-0 
0-  9-  4 
2-  6-10 


1-  7-  8 


Total  £11-17-  7” 


1775,  June  5.  P  209  Do:  ‘‘At  a  Court  of  Probate  held  at  Farmington  in  the  District  of  Farmington, 
Letters  of  Administration  were  granted  on  the  Estate  of  James  Brownson  late  of  Farmington  Dec’d  To 
Hannah  Brownson  &  James  Brownson  both  of  sd  Farmington  Bond  given  <5t  on  File.” 


1776,  Jan’y  31.  P  255  Do:  “Whereas  Hannah  Brownson  Administratrix  of  the  Goods,  Chattells  & 
Credits  of  James  Brownson  late  of  Farmington  dcc'd  which  Estate  was  rendered  &  by  the  Commissioners 
Return  found  insolvent,  and  now  the  said  Administratrix  moved  to  sd  Court  that  such  Necessaries  be  sett 
out  to  the  Widow  as  the  Law  allows.  Whereupon  this  Court  sets  out  to  the  said  Widow  the  following 
Articles  during  the  Term  of  natural  Life,  and  then  to  be  divided  to  &  among  the  Creditors  as  the  Law 


directs  (viz): 

Bed  &  Furniture  £2.1  2  Bed  Steads  &  Ropes  8/ 

3  sheets  5/  3  Towels  1/  Table  cloth  1/ 

1  Bason  1/8  small  Do  /9  Qt  Cup  2/6 

1  Pail /8  Do/4  Earthen  Jug /8 
Tea  Pot  1/6  4  Tea  Dishes  &  Plates  /6 

4  Spoons /4  4  Knives  &  Forks  1/6  2  earthen  Pans /8 
16  other  items  ....... 


£2-  9-  0 
0-  7-  0 
0-  4-11 
0-  1-  8 
0-2-0 
0-2-6 
3-  9-  5 


£  6-16-  6" 


CHILDREN 

(first  5  on  Farmington  vital  records;  from  2  to  7  inc.  are  on  record  of  Rev.  Jeremiah  Curtis  of 
Southington;  last  2  are  on  record  of  Rev.  Benjamin  Chapman  of  Southington.) 

1.  LYDIA  b.  Aug.  31,  1738 

2.  ELDAD  b.  July  30,  1740;  m.  Nov.  5,  1772,  Esther  Mildrum;  he  was  bp.  Aug.  3,  1740 

He  lived  in  Worthington  sec.  of  Berlin.  She  was  from  Rocky  Hill. 

3.  MARY  b.  Feb’y  8,  1742/3;  m.  July  31,  1760,  Adonijah  Lewis  (see  below)  — 

4.  SARAH  b.  Aug.  29,  1745;  m.  (1)  May  25,  17S0,  John  Adams;  she  d.  Nov.  21,  1793,  x  48  he  d. 

He  was  of  Waterbury;  he  m.  (2)  May  21,  1794,  Cynthia  Fitch  of  Wallingford  and  by  both  wives  had  ten  10  ch 
children. 

5.  ROSANNAH  b.  Apl.  29,  1748;  m.  Mch.  9,  1769,  Hezekiah  Root;  she  was  bp.  June  5,  1748 

They  lived  in  Farmington. 

6.  JAMES  b.  July  29,  1751 ;  he  d.  a  Feb’y,  1781,  ae  30 

He  was  bp.  July  30,  1751;  was  unmarried;  willed  all  to  mother. 

7.  HANNAH  b.  Jan’y  13,  1754;  she  was  bp.  Jan’y  27,  1754. 

8.  LUCY  bp.  Aug.  29,  1756 

9.  GAD  bp.  Apl.  22,  1759;  he  d.  Sept.,  1776,  ae  19.  He  died  in  the  Revolution. 


LINE  OF  DESCENT 


Adonijah  Lewis  b.  1722  m.  Mary  Bronson  b.  1743  - 

Amos  Richards  b.  1759  m.  Lydia  Lewis  b.  1763 

Salmon  Eno  b.  1779  m.  Mary  Richards  b.  1785 

Ozias  Buell  Bassette  b.  1S07  m.  Emeline  Eno  b.  1805 

Frederick  Henry  Bassette  b.  1839  m.  Margaret  Anderson  b.  1844 
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EMANUEL  BUCK  b.1623 

alias  ENOCH  BUCK  m.  (1)  a  1645 

SARAH  RILEY  Sarah  Riley 

b.  m.  (2)  Apl.  17,  1658 

d.  a  1656  Mary  Kirby 

he  d.  a  1706,  re  a  83 

1645.  P  44  Buck  Gen  (1917):  The  author  as¬ 
serts  that  Sarah  was  married  in  1645  without  giv- 
ing  any  reference.  Whether  true  or  not  her  life 
was  cut  off  before  she  was  30.  She  died  leaving 
three  young  children  from  one  to  five  years  old. 
Neither  marriage  nor  death  are  recorded,  both  be- 
ing  however  approximately  correct.  “It  is  quite 
certain,”  says  the  author,  “that  Emanuel’s  first 
wife  was  Sarah,  sister  of  John  Ryley,  formerly  of 
Norfolk,  Eng.,  who,  in  his  will  of  May  13,  1674, 
appoints  ‘my  Brother  Emanuel  Buck  and  my 
Cousin  Michael  Griswold  to  be  Overseers.’” 


1623.  P  44  Buck  Hist  (1917):  From  the  testi¬ 
mony  of  Emanuel  Buck  in  16S4  that  he  was  then 
61  years  old  we  deduce  his  birthday  as  being  in  the 
year  1623.  No  one  knows  what  town  in  England 
was  honored  with  this  event. 

1640.  Vol.  I,  p  149  Stiles:  Emanuel  Buck  is 
classed  by  Stiles  as  one  who  arrived  in  Wethers¬ 
field  perhaps  as  early  as  1640,  and  on  p  253,  he 
says,  that  Mr.  Buck  was  in  Wethersfield  before 
1640.  If  here  in  fact  in  1640,  he  was  but  17  years 
old.  It  is  probable  that  he  was  brother  of  Thomas 
and  Henry  Buck  all  three  of  whom  were  in  Weth¬ 
ersfield  contemporaneously.  If  Enoch  was  mar¬ 
ried  in  1645,  as  one  author  guesses,  he  would  be  at 
the  common  age  for  marriage  of  22.  Since  their 
first  child,  however,  was  not  born  till  1651  the 
chances  are  that  the  marriage  was  later. 

1648,  Dec.  28.  Vol.  I,  p  184  G  C:  "  Enoch  Buck 
of  Wethersfield  acknowledgeth  himselfe  bownd  to 

Enock 


this  Comonwealth  in  a  Recogniscance  of  £10  to  appr  at  the  next  perticular  courte  in  Hartford. 
Buck  appearing  at  the  Courte  this  first  of  March  is  freed  from  his  Recogniscance. 


1648/9,  Mch.  1.  P  187  Do:  “Enoch  Buck  is  fined  10s  for  irregular  speeches  in  Courte  agt  Robt.  Rose, 
when  he  spake  uppon  his  oath.”  Rose  was  a  rough  fellow  which  may  throw  a  little  light  on  Enoch's  rash 

act. 

1649,  Dec.  28.  Vol.  I,  p  28  L  R:  The  town  gave  to  “Enocke  Bucke  two  acres  of  land  for  a  homlot”,  a 
triangular  piece,  bounded  west  by  Leonard  Dix,  south  by  Thos.  Curtis,  north  by  highway  to  Hartford 
and  south  “comes  to  a  point  about  5th  part  of  Curtis  field”.  (TV  p  35) 


1657,  May  21.  Vol.  I,  p  80  G  C:  These  “were  made  free  before  the  Court  those  whose  names  are  under¬ 
written”:  Enoch  Buck  is  one  of  the  67  here  listed. 


1658,  Apl.  17.  Vol.  II,  p  3  rear  L  R:  “Emanuell  Buck  and  Mary  his  wife  was  Married  theJ7  Day 
of  aprell  anno  Dom  1658.”  On  the  same  page  is  recorded:  “  Widdow  Mary  Buck  Deceased  on  the  1  <  th  Day 
of  January  Anno  Domini  1711/12.”  Her  maiden  name  was  Mar>  Kirby.  She  was  born  in  1627  and  was 
therefore  31  when  married,  Emanuel  now  being  35.  Seven  children  blessed  tnis  union,  it  being  Emanuel  s 
second.  Mary  Kirby’s  next  younger  sister  married  David  Sage  the  progenitor  of  the  Sage  family  of  America. 

1658,  Aug.  17.  Vol.  I,  p  161,  Stiles:  Emanuel  Buck  is  among  the  37  non  church  members  who,  with  the 
11  church  members,  petitioned  the  Honored  Gen’l  Court  that  Rev.  Mr.  Russell  was  altogether  un.it  for 
our  comfort”  and  praying  that  “we  may  not  be  held  in  bondage,  but  may  use  our  liberty  in  procuring  a 
minister  who  may  be  faithful” . 

1659/60,  Mch.  12.  Vol.  II,  p  14  L  R  :  Emmanuel  Buck  bought  a  homestead  in  Wethersfield  of  Edward 
Scott  of  Farmington.  It  comprised  2  acres  of  land  with  house  on  Fort  St.,  N;  Hartford  way,  S,John 
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Goodrich,  Thos.  Wright,  Wid.  Gibbons  and  John  Stoddard,  E;  Robt.  Francis  and  Tho.  Standish,  W.  Five 
other  land  purchases  are  recorded  under  this  one.  The  Buck  family  had  now  increased  to  four  children 
and  larger  quarters  were  desired. 

1661,  June  6.  Vol.  II,  p  157  C  C:  Enoch  Buck  is  one  of  12  to  sit  upon  the  County  Court  jury  today; 
likewise  he  sat  on  Sep.  4,  1662;  Apl.  2,  1675  and  Jan’y  26,  1675/6. 

1661/2,  Feby  7.  Vol.  I,  p  73  T  V:  "At  this  meting  Emanuell  Buck  had  a  pece  of  land  about  12  acr 
granted  to  him  at  Rockie  Hill.”  About  the  same  time  the  town  gave  him  a  triangular  piece  of  “three 
roddes”. 

1661/2,  Feby  26.  Vol.  II,  p  95  L  R:  He  and  Michael  Griswold  bought  from  Jehu  &  Esther  Burr  of 
Fairfield,  18  ac.  of  swamp  and  meadow  which  Jehu  and  Esther  had  inherited  from  James  Booscy.  This 
deed  takes  three  pages  of  the  record. 

1664/5.  Vol.  I,  p  253  Stiles:  Emanuel  Buck  now  buys  the  Henry  Palmer  homestead  with  acres 
fronting  N  E  &  S  W  on  the  2  roads  to  Hartford  and  with  his  family  of  six  moves  into  it.  The  family  had 
not  increased  since  the  last  move,  but  more  outside  space  at  least  was  acquired  by  this  move. 

1666,  Apl.  2.  Vol.  I,  p  90  T  V:  Enoch  Buck  was  employed  to  “burne  the  woods  belonging  to  the  other 
end  of  the  towne,”  he  to  have  "six  shillings  for  his  paines ”.  (His  end  was  opposite  to  Middletown  end.) 

1668/9,  Mch.  4.  Vol.  1 1 1,  p  82  C  C:  "Constables  sworn  for  Wethersfield,  Enoch  Buck  &  Thomas  Wright.” 

1669,  Oct.  Vol.  II,  p  520  G  C,  Ptd:  Emanuell  Buck  is  one  of  the  58  freemen  in  the  Wethersfield  census 
taken  this  month.  He  signed  the  report  to  the  General  Court  as  one  of  the  Constables  for  Wethersfield. 

1669/70,  March  9.  Vol.  XXI,  p  197  CHS:  "Enocke  Bucke”  reports  having  seven  persons  in  his  house 
and  20  bushels  of  "wheat  and  indean.” 

1670/71,  Feb’y  23.  Vol.  I,  p  112  T  V:  At  a  town  meeting  it  was  voted  that  a  division  beginning  at 
Hartford  bounds  be  made  to  the  76  householders  of  Wethersfield.  The  lots  were  one  mile  long  and  26 
rods  wide,  each  comprising  52  acres.  Emanuel  Buck  drew  lot  No.  51.  In  the  layout  of  this  division,  as 
shown  in  Stiles  Vol.  I,  p  741,  Emanuel  Buck  is  shown  as  holding  50  acres  additional  on  the  opposite  side 
of  the  12-rod  highway  which  skirted  the  "mile-in-breadth”  lots. 

1673,  July  23.  Vol.  1 1 1,  p  133  C  C  :  Enoch  Buck  is  one  of  the  appraisers  of  Mr.  Josiah  Willard’s  estate 
of  Wethersfield.  It  totalled  £285-16-00. 

1673,  Aug.  28.  P  1 13  Do:  James  Treat,  Sergt.,  John  Deming,  Emanuel  Buck,  Townesmen  of  Wethers¬ 
field,  appraise  the  inventory  of  Joseph  Smith  of  Rocky  Hill,  £441-07-06. 

1673,  Sept.  4.  P  132  Do:  "Mr.  John  Chester,  plntf:  contra  Mr.  James  Treate,  John  Belding  &  Enoch 
Buck  in  an  action  of  trespass  for  carting  over  his  land  without  his  leave  to  the  damage  of  five  pownd. 
Withdrawn.” 

1673/4,  Jan’y  15.  Vol.  II,  p  912  Stiles:  In  “a  rate  raised  upon  the  Inhabitants  of  Wethersfield  for  the 
discharge  of  a  purchase  of  land  from  the  Indians;  which  is  one  halfe  penny  upon  the  Pound”,  Enoch  Buck 
pays  7s  as  his  share. 

1674,  June  11.  Vol.  Ill,  p  132  C  C  :  Enoch  Buck  helps  to  appraise  the  inventory  of  John  Ryley  of 
Wethersfield,  £688-04-00.  In  his  will  of  May  13th,  less  than  a  month  before,  he  said:  "  I  desire  my  brother 
Emanuel  Buck  and  my  Cousin  Michael  Griswold”,  and  two  others,  "to  be  Overseers.” 

1675,  Apl.  21.  P  148  Do:  "Tho.  Curtice  &  Enock  Buck  are  freed  from  Building  upon  their  lotts  in 
Wethersfield  on  the  east  &  west  side  of  the  sayd  Enoch  Buck’s  house  till  further  order.”  Enoch  Buck  was 
a  juryman  of  this  court  session,  and-he  was  on  the  jury  again  on  Jan’y  26,  1675/6. 

1675/6,  Jan’y  26.  P  151  Do:  "Dan’ll  Rose  &  Enoch  Buck  are  appoynted  to  apprize  the  estate  of  John 
Hale”  which  is  in  Court  "in  an  action  of  debt  due  by  Book  or  Bill  or  both”. 
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1677  Apl  6  P  187  Do*  John  Kirby  of  Middletown  says  in  his  will,  “  I  appoint  Capt.  John  Allynof 
Hartford  and  Deacon  Allyn  of  Middletown  &  my  Son-in-law  Emanuel  Bucke  of  Wethersfield  executors.” 

1677  Oct  25  Vol  I  p  155  T  V:  Emanuel  Buck  is  one  of  4  who  were  granted  20  acres  each  for  saw¬ 
mill  purposes,  in  Pipe. Stave  Swamp,  in  the  “West  Farms”  or  Newington.  The  condition  was  that  they 
build  a  saw-mill  “fit  to  worke  before  the  last  of  September  next.”  The  saw-rmll  was  built  as  shown  by 
town  vote  of  Mch.  25,  1680  which  grants  to  Buck  30  acres  more  “at  the  saw-mill.”  This  was  the  second 
saw-mill  to  be  built  in  Wethersfield,  the  first  one  being  finished  about  1669.  This  saw-mill  property  is 

recorded  in  Vol.  II,  p  I69j  L  R. 


1680,  Dec.  27.  Vol.  I,  p  173  T  V:  Emanuell  Buck  was  chosen  this  year  by  the  Town  to  dig  all  graves. 
He  was  allowed  4s  for  graves  of  “groune  parsons”  and  3s  “apcce  for  all  others”. 


1683/4,  Mch.  19.  Vol.  I,  p  184  T  V:  “Sergt.  Jno.  Kilbourne  and  Emanuell  Buck  were  chosen  to  p’cure 
a  shepherd  for  the  Towne  upon  as  good  terms  as  they  can.’ 

1685  Dec.  28.  Vol.  I,  p  194  T  V:  Emanuel  Buck  is  one  of  a  committee  of  3  to  lay  out  to  Rev.  John 
Woodbridge  200  acres  of  land  “in  a  convenient  place,  both  for  suteing  Mr.  Woodbridge  and  where  the 

town  can  best  spare  it”. 

1694.  P  44  Buck  Hist  (1917):  Enoch  Buck  and  wife  Mary  are  church  members  in  1694  at  Wethersfield. 


1701  Apl.  28.  Vol.  IV,  p  116  L  R:  In  a  drawing  by  114  Citizens  of  Wethersfield,  of  lots  in  the  Five 
Mile  grant,  “scituate  &  being  on  the  East  side  of  Conn.  River;  purchased  of  the  Indian  Sachems  by  a 
Committee  chosen  for  that  work  in  the  year  1673,”  Enoch  Buck  had  56th  choice  and  is  assigned  252  acres, 
126  rods.  There  were  but  19  who  drew  a  larger  acreage  than  he. 

1704/5  Mch.  Vol.  VII,  p  63  PCt,  Hartford:  “Whereas,  John  Kirby,  formerly  of  Middletown,  deed, 
did  by  his  will  appoint  Col.  John  Allyn,  Deacon  Allyn  of  Middletown  and  Emanuell  Buck  of  Wethersfield 
his  Executors,  two  of  which,  vizt.,  Col.  Allyn  and  Deacon  Allyn,  are  dec’d,  and  the  other,  vizt.,  Emanuel 
Buck  not  capapable  of  acting  by  reason  of  his  age  and  Infirmities,”  the  Court  now  appoints  Joseph  Kirby 
son  of  the  sd  John  Kirby,  additional  executor  to  act.  By  Sept.  5th  next  Joseph  had  not  acted  and  tne 
Court  appointed  Alexander  Rollo  of  Middletown  to  act  with  him. 

1705,  Nov.  7.  P  72  Do:  It  now  appearing  to  the  Court  that  nine  of  the  Kirby  children  had  received 
£317-13-06  “This  Court  do  therefore,  upon  Consideration  of  all  the  premises,  Order  and  direct  Emanuel 
Buck,  alias  Enock  Buck,  the  only  surviving  Executor,  to  sett  out  to  the  several  heirs”  the  remaining  parts. 

1705,  Nov.  21.  P  73  Do:  “Alexander  Rollo  presented  to  this  Court  a  letter  of  Attorney  made  by  Eman¬ 
uel  Buck,  alias  Enock  Buck  of  Wethersfield,  to  David  Robinson  and  him  sd.  Rollo,  sons-in-law  of  dec’d, 
to  empower  them  to  make  full  division  of  the  said  John  Kirby’s  Estate  amongst  his  Children  .... 
The  estate  was  a  large  one,  totalling  £S75-16*-04. 

Enoch  Buck  was  now  about  82  years  old.  How  much  longer  he  lived  is  not  known,  and  since  age  and 
infirmaties”  seemed  to  be  against  him,  it  is  presumed  that  his  days  remaining  were  short.  He  left  no  wil. 

or  probate  of  record. 


CHILDREN 


(all  bom  at  Wethersfield;  1st  3  by  first  wife,  last  7  by  second  wife) 

1.  EZEKIEL  b.  Jan’y  15,  1650/1;  m.  Mch.  18,  1675,  Rachel  Andrews  (see  below) 

2.  JOHN  b.  Nov.  30,  1652.  Nothing  about  him  on  Wethersfield  records. 

3.  JONATHAN  b.  Apl.  8,  1655;  m. - 

He  drew  land  in  allot,  of  1694;  signed  1715  petition  for  Great  Swamp  parish;  was  a  purchaser  of  Litchfield 
but  did  not  settle  there.  Nothing  known  of  family. 

4.  MARY  b.  Jan’y  1,  1658/9 


' 
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5.  DAVID  b.  Apl.  3,  1667;  m.  June  14,  1690,  Elizabeth  Hubbard;  he  d.  Sept.  20,  173S,  x  71;  she  d.  Mch.  25,  10  ch 

1734/5,  as  66 

They  lived  in  Wethersfield  where  they  have  GSR.  She  was  of  Guilford,  Ct.  Their  son  Daniel  Buck,  b.  1695, 
graduated  from  Yale  in  1718. 

6.  SARAH  b.  Apl.  1,  1669;  m.  Lt.  Benjamin  Churchill 

She  was  his  2d  wife;  he  was  b.  May  16,  1652,  and  m.  (1)  July  8,  1676,  Mary - who  d.  Oct.  30,  1712,  having 

had  3  children.  He  was  selectman,  lister,  constable,  &c.,  at  Wethersfield. 

7.  HANNAH  b.  Apl.  12,  1671;  m.  John  Fowler 

She  was  his  2d  wife;  they  lived  in  Wethersfield. 

8.  ELIZABETH  b.  June  4,  1676;  m.  June  23,  1700,  Caleb  Dudley;  she  d.  Apl.  14,  1738,  x  62;  he  d.  Mch.  20,  1730,  8  ch 

x  57. 

They  resided  in  Guilford,  Ct.  He  was  a  prosperous  farmer  who  left  estate  of  £2,018. 

9.  THOMAS  b.  June  10,  1678 

10.  ABIGAIL  b.  Aug.  1,  1682;  m.  Samuel  Arnold;  she  d.  after  husband  he  d.  May  20,  1739,  x  71  10  ch 

They  lived  in  East  Haddam,  Ct;  his  inv’y,  £441-06-00.  His  will  disposes  of  eight  negro  servants. 


EZEKIEL  BUCK 

RACHEL  ANDREWS 
bp.  Apl.  9,  1654 
d.  Dec.  10,  1712a?  58 


b.  Jan’y  15,  1650/1 

m.  Mch.  18,  1675/6 
d.  Mch.  3,  1712/3 
ae  62 


1654,  Apl.  9.  Vol.  1,  p  3  C  R,  Farmington;  “On 
April  the  9th,  1654  Rachel  Andrews  daughter  of 
Mary  Andrews  was  presented  to  the  church,  and 
baptized.” 


1650/1,  Jan’y  15.  Vol.  I,  p  16  L  R;  “Ezeckeel 
Bucke  the  sonne  of  Emanuell  Bucke  and  of  Sarah 
his  wife  was  borne  the  15th  of  Jan.  1650.”  From 
now  until  his  wedding  day  and  all  his  lifetime  he 
is  to  spend  in  Wethersfield.  He  goes  to  Farming- 
ton,  however,  to  choose  his  helpmeet;  and  it  may 
be  that  he  made  a  move  to  settle  in  New  London, 
as  per  next  item;  but  at  16  it  could  not  have  been 
very  serious,  if  he  did  indeed  actually  go  there. 


1681,  Nov.  9.  Vol.  IV,  p  85  C  C:  John  Andrews 
Sen’r  of  Farmington  says  in  his  will;  “I  give  to 
my  daughter  Rachell  Buck  my  two  year  old  Red 
Heifer.”  He  says  also  “  I  give  to  my  grand  child 
Ezekiel  Buck  £1-00.” 

1712/13,  Mch.  2.  Ezekiel  Buck,  her  husband, 
says  in  his  will:  “  I  give  to  Rachael  my  dearly  be¬ 
loved  wife  my  house  and  one  third  of  my  Estate 
in  moveables,”  also  the  orchard  and  certain  lands. 
Rachael  is  now  57.  All  but  one  or  two  of  her  12 
children  have  married  except  two  who  have  died. 
She  survives  her  husband,  but  as  to  how  much 
longer  she  lived  history  is  silent. 


1667.  P  670  New  Milford  Hist  (1882):  Orcott 
here  says,  “Ezekiel  Buck  settled  at  New  London 
about  1667  and  afterward  removed  to  Wethers¬ 
field.” 

1675/6,  Mch.  18.  Vol.  I,  p  55  B  M  D:  “Ezekiel 
Buck  And  Rachell  his  wife  were  maried  by  Mr. 
Wadsworth  March  18:  1675.”  This  is  a  Wethers¬ 
field  record  but  Mr.  Wadsworth  was  a  Farmington 
Commissioner,  hence  the  wedding  was  there.  Di¬ 
rectly  under  this  record  the  twelve  children  are 
recorded. 

1676.  Vol.  I,  p  254  Stiles:  Ezekiel  Buck  was 
granted  Yi  acre  of  land  in  Wethersfield  by  Church 

- -  and  Town  on  West  side  of  Rocky  Hill.  It  was  S 

side  of  the  highway  leading  to  the  top  of  the  hill;  this  was  in  exchange  for  land  given  him  for  a  highway 
on  E  side  of  same  hill  from  top  “down  to  the  Brooks”. 

In  1679  his  father  gave  Ezekiel  twelve  acres  at  Rocky  Hill  which  the  town  had  given  his  father  in  1661. 
By  purchase,  gift  and  inheritance  Ezekiel  obtained  in  time  the  greater  part  of  his  father’s  land. 

1682,  May.  P  167  Do:  Ezekiel  Buck  is  one  of  the  31  petitioners  of  Wethersfield  to  the  General  Court 
“for  liberty  to  erect  a  plantation  in  the  Wabaquassit  country”.  This  was  a  tract  10  miles  square  near 
present  Woodstock.  The  project  did  not  go  through  because  denied  by  Gen’l  Court,  and  in  1684  Capt. 
James  Fitch  of  Norwich  bought  it  from  the  Indian  Oweneco. 

1682/3,  Jan’y  30.  Vol.  II,  p  99  L  R:  Ezekiel  Buck  sells  to  Jonathan  Deming  Sen’r  8  acres  of  land 
“on  ye  west  side  of  Rocky  Hill”  bounded  E  &  W  by  said  Buck  and  N  by  highway. 
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1684.  Vol.  I,  p  198  Stiles:  Stiles  names  16  settlers  who  by  1684  in  his  opinion  were  living  or  had  lived 
at  Rocky  Hill.  Ezekiel  Buck  is  one  of  these. 

1695  Anl.  15.  Vol.  I,  p  235  T  V:  A  town  meeting  orders  a  committee  to  look  over  the  common  lands 
and  make  recommendations  for  a  distribution.  They  reported  in  favor  of  5  tiers  of  lots  and  distribution 
was  made  to  165  citizens.  Ezekiel  Buck  as  one  of  the  beneficiaries  with  124th  choice;  but  his  father  does 

not  appear  as  one.  .  .  ,  ,  , 

1699  AdI.  29.  P  13  Durham  Hist  (1866):  Ezekiel  Buck  was  one  of  the  original  purchasers  and  proprie- 
tors  of  the  Durham  grant,  as  petitioned  for  this  date  by  31  Citizens  of  Guilford,  Waterbury  and  V  ethers- 
field  See  Vol.  I,  Chapter  VII,  and  Vol.  II,  p  138  Stiles.  The  Durham  author  makes  it  appear  that  he 
settled  there  and  he  probably  did  for  a  time;  but  he  returned  in  a  year  or  two  and  settled  in  Newington 

as  shown  in  next  item. 

1701/2  Mch.  4.  Vol.  I,  p  266  T  V:  Ezeckel  Buck  Sen’r  is  on  a  committee  of  three  “to  lay  out  and 
state  a  sefesent  hie  way  from  the  West  hie  way  leding  to  Ezeckel  Buck,  wher  he  dwelse”.  This  dwelling 
was  in  West  Farms  or  present  Newington. 

1712  Dec.  24.  Vol.  I,  p  749  Stiles:  Ezekiel  Buck  and  son  Enoch  Buck  both  signed  the  petition  for 
separate  parish  at  West  Farms  or  Newington,  “the  good  Providence  of  God  having  cast  our  lot  here  in 

this  place.”  .  _  .  .  .  D  ,  e 

1712 T3  Mch.  2.  Vol.  VIII,  p  217  P  Ct,  Hartford:  “In  the  name  of  God  Amen,  I  Ezekiel  Buck  of 

Wethersfield,  being  husbandman,  being  very  sick  and  weak  in  body;  but  of  perfect  mind  and  memory 
Thanks  be  given  to  God  for  it,  Therefore  I  Do  make  and  ordain  this  my  last  Will  &  Testament.  That 
is  to  say  principally  and  first  of  all  I  give  and  Recommend  my  soul  into  the  hands  of  God  that  gave  it, 
and  my  body  I  recommend  unto  the  Earth  to  a  comely  buriall,  and  as  touching  worldly  good*  I  give 
to  Rachell  my  dearly  beloved  wife  my  house,  and  one  third  of  my  Estate  in  moveables  and  Lands  as 
Followeth  vizt:  Eight  acres  of  land  lying  on  the  north  side  of  my  Lands,  butting  on  a  highway  East, 
and  West  on  Land  of  Enoch  Bucks,  North  on  Lands  of  Jonathan  Buck  Senr,  to  have  and  .to  hold  said 
Lands  during  her  naturall  life,  and  after  her  decease  then  to  Return  to  my  grandchild  Ezekiel  Buck  my 
eldest  sons  son.  Also  I  give  to  my  son  Enoch  Buck  fourteen  acres  of  Land,  lying  at  the  West  end  of  my 
Lands-  that  is  to  say  butting  on  Commons  West,  and  butting  East  on  Lands  of  my  Wife  and  Lands  given 
to  my  son  Jonathan,  North  on  Lands  of  Jonathan  Buck  Senr  and  South  on  Lands  belonging  to  Daniel 
Boreman  and  Richard  Boreman,  and  also  I  do  give  to  my  son  Enoch  4  acres  oi  Land  to  Lye  upon  a  I  n- 
angle  for  a  passing  way  to  the  said  14  acres  now  specified.  Also  I  do  give  to  my  son  Jonathan  Buck  all 
that  Tract  of  Land  lying  between;  That  is  to  say  Lying  South  on  Lands  that  I  have  given  to  my  beloved 
Wife,  bounding  on  Lands  of  Enoch  Buck  South,  and  Enoch  West,  and  on  a  highway  East.  Out  of  this 
tract  of  Land  I  do  reserve  to  my  beloved  Wife  such  a  tract  of  Land  as  Contains  the  Orchard,  and  Barn 
to  be  to  her  during  her  Naturall  Life;  also  I  do  give  to  my  son  Stephen  Buck  13  Acres  lying  in  the  West 
Division  called  the  50  or  52  acre  lots,  West  on  Farmingtown,  East  on  his  own  Land,  South  on  Land*  o 
Jonathan  Buck  Junr,  and  North  on  Lands  of  Mrs.  Jemima  Chester.  And  also  I  do  give  to  my  beloved 
son  Stephen  Buck  two  t  vo-year  old  steers.  And  also  I  do  give  to  my  son  Jonathan  Buck  and  my  son 
Enoch  Buck  my  team  and  tackling,  to  be  equally  divided  between  them.  , 

“And  also  I  do  give  to  my  beloved  daughters  namely  Hannah,  Abigail  and  Comefort  the  rest  o  my 
moveables  to  be  divided  equally.  And  Furthermore  I  have  given  to  my  daughter  Rachell  Brounson, 
dec’d,  her  whole  portion  already;  and  I  have  given  to  my  beloved  daughter  Sarah  Welton  her  whole 
portion  already.  And  Furthermore  I  say  that  I  have  given  to  my  beloved  daughter  Mary  Kelsey  her 
whole  portion  already.  And  Furthermore  I  do  say  that  my  Eldest  Son  Ezekiel  Buck  has  received  his 
portion  in  a  Considerable  sum  of  mony;  That  is  to  say  £14  as  mony  already  received  by  him. 

“And  also  I  do  make  my  son  Enoch  Buck  my  Executor  to  my  will.  That  is  to  say,  This  my  last  Will 
and  Testament,  made  in  the  Eleventh  year  of  the  Reign  of  our  Sovereign  Lady  Queen  Anne. 

Witness:  John  Deming  Junr.  Ezekiel  Buck  Sen' 

JOSIAH  BELDING 


- 
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1712/3,  Mch.  3.  Vol.  I,  p  55  B  M  D:  “Ezekiel  Buck  Senr  Deceased  on  ye  3d  Day  of  March  1713 
being  about  63  years  of  age.  Entered  on  ye  18  day  of  May  1713.”  He  had  in  fact  just  passed  his  62d 
birthday.  He  had  made  his  will  just  the  day  before. 

1712/13,  Mch.  17.  Vol.  VIII,  p  218  P  Ct:  “An  Inventory  of  the  Estate  of  Ezekiel  Buck  Senr,  Late 
of  Wethersfield: 


Impr  A  Great  Coat  30s;  another  Coat  and  Jack  Coat  9s;  a  pr.  leather  breeches  10s;  2  pr  do  old  2s  . 
5s  mony;  books  all  8s  8d;  arms  &  ammunition  23s;  a  pr  spectacles  3s;  18  yds  plain  cloth  54s 
56  yds  Saile  Cloth  70s;  4lb  yarn  6s;  18  lbs  do  for  Sailing  21s;  3  lb  blanket  wool  3s 
Cart  &  Chevey  55s;  }  $  a  harrow  21s  6d;  Syth  &  tackling  5s;  fork  &  rake  3s;  3  cows  £9;  2  oxen  £8; 
a  2  yr  old  steere  24s 

Another  2  yr  old  steere  26s;  a  yearling  20s;  a  young  cow  45s;  brown  mare  30s;  bay  horse  30s  . 

A  2  yr  old  horse  £2;  2  mares  £2;  15  sheep  lambs  &  all  90s;  5  swine  75s . 

36  Acres  of  Land  £144;  a  house  £40;  a  barn  £20  both  upon  the  Land . 

13  Acres  of  Land  in  the  West  Division  of  Land . 

11  other  lines  of  household  &  farm  items  .......... 

James  Patterson,  Joshua  Robbins. 


£  02-11-00 
04-0S-08 
05-00-00 

22-08-06 

07-11-00 

12-05-00 

204-00-00 

12-10-00 

38-01-07 


£308-15-09” 


1713,  Apl.  6.  P  125  Do:  “Enoch  Buck  of  Wethersfield  Exhibited  now  in  this  Court  the  last  Will 
and  Testament  of  his  late  Father  Ezekiel  Buck,  late  of  Wethersfield  dec’d  whereof  he  is  executor  which 
trust  he  accepted  before  this  Court  and  the  said  Ezekiel  Buck  also  exhibited  now  in  this  Court  an  In¬ 
ventory  of  the  Estate  of  the  said  Ezekiel  Buck  dec’d  upon  oath.” 


1. 


2. 


3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7 

8. 

9. 

10. 


CHILDREN 


(all  bom  in  Wethersfield,  Ct.) 


EZEKIEL  b.  Jan’y  8,  1676/7;  m.  Jan’y  13,  1697/8,  Sarah  Bronson;  he  d.  1715,  ae  38  she  d.  3  ch 

He  was  unfortunate  and  Wethersfield  voted  in  1715  to  help  him  “because  of  his  physical  infirmities”,  soon 

after  which  he  died.  “Sarah  wife  of  Ezekiel  Buck  Jr  joins  the  Church  Aug.  13,  1699.”  Their  son  Ezekiel 
became  one  of  the  first  settlers  of  Litchfield. 

RACHAEL  b.  July  23,  1678;  m.  Jan’y,  1696/7,  John  Bronson;  she  d.  June  25,  170S,  ae  30  he  d.  Aug.  9,  1749,  4  ch 

ae  79 

He  is  brother  of  Sarah  Bronson  above  and  is  in  our  direct  line.  He  m.  (2)  Apl.  17,  1709,  Wid.  Mary  Peck  4  ch 
Chatterton  of  New  Haven.  They  lived  in  Waterbury  and  Southington. 

JONATHAN  b.  July  23,  1679;  m.  Mch.  4,  1700/1,  Mary  Andrus;  he  d.  she  d.  1713  7  ch 

They  lived  in  Wethersfield  where  she  died,  when  he  moved  to  New  Milford  and  m.  (2)  May  2,  1715,  Mary  5  ch 
Orcutt  of  New  Milford  and  had  5  children.  They  lived  on  Poplar  st. 

STEPHEN  b.  Feb’y  2,  1680/1;  m.  Apl.  11,  1703,  Anne  Johnson;  he  cL  Jan'y  15,  1747/8,  ae  63  she  d.  10  ch 

They  settled  in  Wethersfield  where  she  was  bp.  and  owned  covenant  July  23,  1710.  They  were  in  North  part 
of  Southington  in  1724  where  they  finished  their  days. 


MARY  b.  Jan’y  2,  1682;  she  d.  young 

ENOCH  b.  Apl.  5,  i&6i/m.  (1)  a  1707,  Mercy  Taylor 

They  moved  to  New  Milford  where  he  m.  (2)  May  2,  1717,  Mary  Beebe  who  died  a  1745,  ae  46.  She  was  of 
Old  Milford. 

SARAH  b.  Apl.  8,  1685;  m.  Mch.  13,  1706,  John  Welton;  she  d.  Sept.  5,  1751,  ae  66  he  d.  Apl.  3,  1738 
He  was  of  Waterbury  and  they  lived  there.  He  was  a  weaver;  surveyor  1709;  grave-digger  1726,  ’27,  ’29. 
They  lived  with  his  father  the  original  John  W’elton. 

MARY  b.  Jan’y  31,  1687/8;  m.  Nov.  23,  1704,  John  Kelsey;  she  d.  he  d.  Apl.  3,  1738,  ae  58 
They  lived  in  Wethersfield  and  resided  west  of  Beckley  Quarter. 


1  ch 
11  ch 

9  ch 


11  ch 


HANNAH  b.  Jan’y  1,  1688/9;  she  is  named  in  father’s  will  of  1713 

ABIGAIL  b.  Jan’y  3,  1690/1 ;  m.  Capt.  John  Noble;  she  d.  he  d.  1783,  ae  88 

He  had  m.  (1)  Hannah  Picket  who  d.  Mch.  1,  1716,  after  bearing  3  children.  After  death  of  2d  wife  Abigail 
he  m.  (3)  Mch.  23,  1733,  Mrs.  Sarah  (Drake)  Slaughter  of  Ridgefield,  Conn.,  who  d.  Dec.  30,  1792,  s  102. 
He  joined  church  at  New  Milford  in  August,  1720  and  died  there. 
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11.  COMFORT  b.  Dec.  7,  1692;  m.  a  1713  Capt.  Jacob  Griswold  (see  below) 

12.  EBENEZER  b.  Sept.  2,  1697;  d.  Dec.  10,  1712,  ae  15 

LINE  OF  DESCENT 

Capt.  Jacob  Griswold  b.  1690  m.  Comfort  Buck  b.  1692 
Capt.  Solomon  Buell  b.  1715  m.  Eunice  Griswold  b.  1721 
Ira  Buell  b.  1745  m.  Prudence  Doming  b.  1741 
Nathan  Bassett  b.  1769  m.  Mehitable  Buell  b.  1774 
Ozias  Buell  Bassette  b.  1807  m.  Emeline  Eno  b.  1805 
Frederick  Henry  Bassette  1839  m.  Margaret  Anderson  b.  1844 


THE  BUELL  FAMILY 


WILLIAM  BUELL 

MARY  POST 
b.  - 

d.  Sept.  1,  1684 


b.  a  1610 

m.  Nov.  18,  1640 
d.  Nov.  16,  1681 
ae  a  71 


1630,  May  30.  H’tfd  Times  of  June  27,  1918: 
The  sail  boat  Mary  &  John  from  England  arrives 
at  Nantucket,  Massachusetts.  As  this  story  has 
it,  there  were  two  vessels  which  brought  the  com¬ 
pany  led  by  Rev.  John  Warham,  with  whom 
Mary’s  husband  came.  These  vessels  intended  to 
accompany  each  other  on  the  voyage  over.  At  the 
time  of  embarkation  a  young  girl  named  Mary 
Post  became  separated  from  her  parents  and  was 
placed  on  the  other  vessel  -  the  one  on  which  Wm 
Buell  sailed  -  the  Mary  &  John.  In  a  storm  the 
vessels  were  separated  and  the  one  on  which  her 
parents  sailed  was  lost.  Ten  years  later  Mary 
Post  became  the  wife  of  William  Buell. 


Julia  Bassette  Lee’s  record  gives  her  name  as 
Mary  Meigs  but  I  find  no  confirmation  thereof; 
neither  is  there  any  proof  given  for  the  first  story. 

1681,  July  26.  Her  husband  says  in  his  will: 
“These  two  parcells  of  Land,  one  by  the  Gravell 
hill  and  the  other  by  the  Mill  brooke,  which  I  leave 
to  my  wife’s  disposeing,  If  she  outlives  me,  &  shee 
is  to  enjoy  all  this  as  long  as  she  lives.’’ 

16S1/2,  Mch.  6.  At  Court,  “Mrs.  Mary  Bewell, 
the  widdow  &  relict  of  William  Bewell,  Dcc’d, 
exhibited  Inventory  before  Benjamin  Newbery, 
Commissioner.” 

1684,  Aug.  29.  Vol.  IV,  p  219  C  C:  “I  Mary 
Buell  being  very  weak  and  nigh  to  death  and 
comitting  my  Soule  to  God  &  my  body  to  Christ¬ 
ian  Bureing  but  having  my  natural  Understanding 
&  having  some  smale  things  to  dispose  of,  my  will 
is  that  my  Eldest  daughter  Mary  Mills  shall  have 
my  red  Wescoate,  &  that  Hatt  which  was  Sarah’s 
&  1  white  linen  apron,  &  1  blue  Apron  when  it  is 
wove;  &  the  rest  of  my  Woolen  &  Lining  Cloathes 
I  give  to  my  daughter  Hannah  Palmer,  &  my 
Hatt,  &  1  pewter  Platter,  &  1  tin  pann. 


1610.  P  23  Buell  Genealogy  (1881):  This  work 
gives  the  year  1610  as  the  approximate  time  of 
William  Buell’s  birth,  and  it  says  further  that  it 
was  at  Chesterton,  in  Huntingdonshire,  England. 
Proofs  however  are  not  given. 

This  was  at  the  time  when  the  controversy  over 
the  freedom  of  the  will  between  the  Arminians  and 
the  Calvinists  was  beginning.  Many  and  many 
were  the  words  spoken  and  seen  “as  through  a 
glass  darkly”  because  they  did  not  have  the  dis¬ 
coveries  of  psychology  as  of  our  day.  Leading 
psychologists  are  practically  unanimous  now  in 
making  the  will  the  “spiritual  body”,  just  as  the 
apostle  Paul  expressed  it  when  he  said:  “Ye  have 
a  natural  body  and  a  spiritual  body.”  “The  will, 
as  the  spiritual  entity  to  which  all  other  human 
powers  are  subordinate,  must  become  the  con¬ 
troller,  the  regulator,  of  the  intellect,  the  sensi¬ 
bilities,  the  volition  and  the  physical  body.  The 
will  is  the  receiver  of  the  intellectual,  the  emotive, 
the  volitional  and  the  physical  powers,  and  watch¬ 
ing  all,  governs  all  or  can  by  training  (or  educa¬ 
tion)  learn  to  do  so.”  The  animals  on  the  other 
hand  have  no  will  -  no  power  of  choice;  hence  be¬ 
tween  man  and  them  there  is  a  great  gulf  fixed. 

The  Buell  Genealogy  says:  “The  Buell  family, 
under  different  spellings,  Bewell,  or  Beville  (spelled 
in  38  different  ways  in  England,  Germany  and 
France),  was  very  famous.  Under  Henry  3d,  and 
Edward  1st,  2d  <5c  3d,  they  were  crusaders.  Proc¬ 
lamations  were  issued  to  protect  their  property, 
etc;  they  served  on  commissions  to  Foreign  Courts; 
were  famous  also  in  the  military  and  Diplomatic 
Services,  even  to  negotiations  with  the  Pope  of 
Rome  from  1270  down  to  William  Buell  of  present 
record.”  Stiles  Windsor  History  calis  William 
Buell  “Welshman  and  carpenter”.  Why  a  Welsh¬ 
man  in  view  of  what  precedes  and  what  follows  we 
know  not.  As  to  his  being  the  village  carpenter 
there  is  much  evidence  below. 

1629/30,  Mch.  20.  P  18  Dorchester  Hist  (1859) : 
The  good  ship  Mary  &  John  leaves  England  today 
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“I  give  to  my  daughter  Hepzibah  Welles  6 
yards  of  lining  Cloth,  &  I  give  to  my  gr.  child 
Mary  Palmer  Wool  Cloth  to  make  her  a  Coate;  & 
to  my  gr.  child  Sarah  Palmer  Wool  Cloth  for  a 
Wascoat;  &  the  rest  of  my  Wool  Cloth  is  to  be 
divided  between  my  daughters  Mary  &  Hannah, 
&  the  rest  of  my  linen  cloth  is  to  be  divided  be* 
tween  my  two  daughters  Mary  and  Hannah,  and 

I  give  my  daughter  Hannah  1  blue  apron  &  that  is 
all  that  I  give  to  my  daughter.” 

Witness:  James  Hillier  (This  copy  of  will  is 
Mary  X  Hillier  not  signed) 

1684,  Sept.  1.  P  220  Do:  “Widdow  Mary  Buell, 
Windsor,  dyed  1st  September,  1684.”  This  is  just 
three  days  after  her  will  was  made,  being  then 
“very  weak,  and  nigh  to  death”.  The  B  M  D 
record  gives  her  death  as  on  Sept.  2,  1684. 

1684,  Oct.  11.  P  220  Do:  “An  Inventory  of 
some  smale  estate  Left  by  the  widdow  Mary  Buell 
who  dyed  Sept.  1st,  1684: 

Six  acres  &  a  halfe  of  land  ....  £03-00-00 
one  swine  IS3,  buter  3s,  brown  Thread  10<J  1-01-10 

9  Barely  1-2-6,  Hay  1  £,  meat  &  meale  53,  spice 

2s,  peper  Is . 2-10-06 

I I  other  lines  of  sundry  items  .  .  .  13-03-02 

Taken  by  us:  James  Hilliard  £19-15-06” 

Samuel  Barber 

1684/5,  March  24.  P  105  Do:  At  “A  Court  held 
at  Hartford:  The  Last  will  &  Inventory  of  the 
Widow  Buell  was  exhibited  in  Court  proved  & 
ordered  to  be  recorded  &  the  Court  Grants  ad¬ 
ministration  on  the  estate  to  peter  Buel  who  is  to 
pay  Just  debts  &  the  remaynder  of  the  estate, 
when  those  Legacies  that  are  mentioned  in  the 
will  are  first  payd  &  just  debts,  it  is  to  be  equally 
divided  to  the  children  of  sayd  Buel  by  Captn 
Newbery  &  John  Moore;  the  panel  Goodwife 
Mills  had  we  judg  it  hers.” 


with  a  company  of  140  pilgrims  under  the  lead  of 
Rev.  John  Warham,  and  were  seventy  one  days  on 
the  ocean.  The  Buell  Genealogy  says  that  William 
Buell  was  one  of  this  company  and  the  presump¬ 
tion  is  strong  that  he  was,  but  I  believe  positive 
proof  is  lacking.  Most  of  the  early  pilgrims  who 
settled  along  the  Connecticut  river  came,  it  is 
known,  from  the  towns  around  Boston  but  yet 
many  came  through  those  towns  without  leaving 
any  trace  of  their  names  on  the  public  records. 
Earnest  search  has  been  made  by  students  to  find 
the  name  of  William  Buell  in  Massachusetts,  but 
so  far  without  success.  The  Mary  &  John  arrived 
at  Nantasket  on  May  30th  whence  the  whole 
company  proceeded  to  Dorchester  and  founded 
the  town. 

1636,  Apl.  16.  Vol.  I,  p  54  Stiles:  “With  the 
first  dawn  of  Spring,”  as  one  writer  here  expresses 
it,  the  largest  part  of  the  Dorchester  Church  with 
their  pastor  Rev.  John  Warham  set  out  for  the 
Connecticut  River  via  the  water  route.  Dorches¬ 
ter  settlers  had  visited  the  site  at  Matianuck 
(Windsor)  the  preceding  fall.  Whether  William 
Buell  was  of  this  Warham  party  is  not  surely 
known  but  some  think  he  was.  Lots  were  laid  out 
to  settlers  no  doubt  on  their  arrival  but  public 
records  of  lands,  etc.,  were  not  made  at  once. 
William  Buell’s  home  lot,  for  instance,  was  not 
recorded  till  1640  as  shown  below. 

1639,  Dec.  3.  Vol.  II,  p  126  Do:  The  earliest 
dated  Buell  record  in  America,  so  far  as  known,  is 
the  following  item  in  the  Church  Record  of  Rev. 
Matthew  Grant  of  Windsor:  “  ’39  decenT  3  goode 
buell  dyed.”  This  reference  is  in  all  probability  to 
William  Buell’s  mother  whom  he  had  presumably 
brought  with  him  to  the  new  world. 

1640,  Nov.  18.  P  126  Do:  This  too  is  a  very 
important  date  which  here  appears.  It  records  the 
marriage  of  William  Buell  but  no  mention  what¬ 


ever  is  made  of  the  bride’s  name.  As  shown  by  her  will  her  first  name  was  Mary  but  that  is  all  we  know 
for  sure. 

1640j  Dec.  1.  Vol.  I,  p  19  L  R,  Windsor:  “William  Buell  hath  graunted  from  the  plantation  an  home- 
lott  five  acres  more  or  lesse  in  breadth  foureteene  rodd  &  quarter  bounded  west  by  John  Hillier,  east  by 
Samuell  pond:  Beyond  the  homelotts  five  acres  three  quarters,  the  breadth  nine  rodd  &  Quarter,  the 
length  a  hundred  rodd,  bound  south  by  William  Trail.”  Stiles  locates  this  homelot  as  being  on  present 
Silver  street,  south  west  corner  lot,  28^  rods  north  of  Hollow  Fall,  bounded  west  by  highway.  Various 
other  lands  are  recorded  to  William  Buell  both  by  grant  from  the  town  and  by  purchase  from  John  Bissell. 
About  1646  William  Buell  and  William  Filley,  jointly,  bought  of  William  Thrall  two  tracts  of  eight  acres 


160 


BASSETT  GENEALOGY 


and  thirty  six  acres  respectively.  This  shows  probably  either  close  business  or  family  connection  but  more 
does  not  appear.  The  first  fourteen  years  of  life  in  Windsor  are  largely  lost  to  us  because  there  are  no 
extant  records  during  this  period  of  town  meetings  or  selectmen’s  minutes.  They  would  be  ot  extreme 

interest  if  we  only  had  them.  , 

1648.  Henry  Wolcott  Jr’s  Old  Ledger:  Under  the  heading  “A  noate  of  the  Aples  I  sould  1648  ,  this 
sale  appears:  “  It  to  William  Bewail  one  bushell  £0-5-0.” 

1650  October.  Vol.  II,  p  211  Baylies:  Here  the  author  sets  up  the  claim  that  William  Buell  and  his 
wife  were  indicted  in  Plymouth  Colony  as  Baptists,  along  with  John  Hazel,  Edward  Smith  and  his  wife, 
Obidiah  Holmes,  Joseph  Terry  and  his  wife  and  the  wife  of  James  Mann,  for  continuing  their  meeting 
from  house  to  house  on  the  Lord’s  Day,  contrary  to  the  order  of  the  Court;  no  punishments,  however 
being  inflicted.  Careful  examination  of  the  original  record  has  revealed  that  these  people  were  all  of 
Rehoboth  and  that  the  name  in  question  is  William  Deuell,  not  Beuetl  or  Buell;  hence  this  much  repeated 
story  about  William  Buell  of  Windsor,  Connecticut,  should  be  dismissed  from  further  thought. 

1650  Oct.  25.  Pp  23  &  24.  Old  Ledger  of  Henry  Wolcott  Jr.  These  acounts  show  William  Buell  to  be 
skilled  as  a  cabinet  maker.  He  seems  in  fact  to  have  been  the  chief  all  round  carpenter  of  Windsor: 


“Debits:  William  Bewell  owes  for  one  peare  tree . 

It  for  a  bushell  of  apples  ...••• 

It  for  H  an  ox . 

It  July,  1650  he  had  M  (  1 . 

toe  October  25,  1650  weatt  omited  and  he  owes . 

It  he  is  to  pay  for  Sammuell  Pond . 

It  for  an  apron . 

to  September  27,  1653  He  £l-8s  in  the  other  side  taken  out  there  remaines  due  to  me 

“Credits:  William  Bewell  paid  by  Robert  Hayward . 

It  H  3  hide . 

It  he  paide  (Mr.  Wolcott’s  shorthand  writing) . 

It  for  5  days  work  (shorthand)  ...•••• 

It  for  a  days  work  (shorthand)  ...•••• 

It  July  the  30,  1651  he  made  me  a  chest . 

It  He  made  me  another  chest  . 

It  Another  chest . 

It  he  paid  me  2  bushells  of  wheate . 

It  fower  dayes  work  ....•••• 

It  for  one  dayes  work  Sept.  27,  1653  (shorthand)  .  .  .  • 

It  another  chest  that  I  (shorthand) . 

It  I  was  to  pay  him  for  my  ffather  August  24  (55) . 


£0-  1-6 

0-  5-0 
3-15-0 

0-  9-0 

£4-10-6 

£0-15-0 

0-16-0 

0-  3-0 

£1-14-0 

0-  6-0 

£2-10-0 

0-  7-6 

0-  7-3 

0-  8-4 

0-  1-8 

£3-14-9 

£0-  2-6 

0-  2-6 

0-  2-6 

0-  8-0 

0-  8-0 

£1-  3-6 

0-  2-0 
0-  2-6 
0-  5-7 

1650/1  Tan’y  6.  Vol.  I,  p  2  T  V:  “William  Bewell  plaintive  against  Thomas  Ford  defendant  an  action 
of  trespass  damage  7  bushells  of  Indyan  Corn.  In  this  action  we  finde  for  the  plaintive  damage  6h  bushells 
of  Indyan  Corn  and  cost  2s.”  This  is  the  first  record  of  a  Jury  or  Court  trial  held  in  W indsor. 

1652,  Mch.  29.  P  9  Do:  Twelve  years  after  the  first  notice  that  a  meeting  house  was  to  be  built  at 
Windsor,  the  first  item  relative  to  a  provision  for  seats  in  the  house  appears  as  follows. 


“  Accounts  mad  w“«  William  Buell  for  work  don  in  the  meeting  howse,  the  Elder’s  Pew,  Deakon’s 
Pew,  Magistral’s  Pew,  and  their  wives’  Pew,  formerly  payed,  and  for  the  fower  rowes  of 
seates  in  the  Howse,  when  the  dores  are  up  we  find  that  his  worke  corns  to 
And  for  the  new  worke  about  altering  the  Magistrals  wifes’  Pew  and  others  in  that  range  corns 


£28-19-00 

04-03-08 


to 


The  holle  sume  is  . 
Of  which  he  is  payed 
More  aepted  of  Janna 
more  . 


£33-02-08 

27-08-00 

02-11-00 

01-04-00" 


ft- 
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1659/60,  Jan’y  18.  Vol.  I,  p  178  Stiles:  The  following  note  is  taken  from  an  old  book  of  rates  and  shows 
the  number  of  house  holders  in  Windsor  &  their  manner  of  seating  in  the  meeting  house:  “A  note  was  taken 
what  dwelling  houses  are  in  the  town  that  the  owners  of  them  have  paid  for  seats  in  the  meeting  house 
and  how  much  and  by  whom.  For  those  that  have  been  placed  in  the  two  ros  of  long  seats  were  first  seated 
by  five  in  a  seat  and  were  to  pay  William  Buell  3s  a  person,  or  6s  for  a  man  and  his  wife,  and  that  made 
up  his  pay  when  he  had  finished  them  with  doors.  Also  those  that  were  placed  in  the  short  seats,  at  the 
first  were  to  pay  3s  a  person,  as  they  in  the  long  seats;  but  when  it  was  agreed  that  those  seats  should  be 
raised  higher  for  more  convenient  hearing,  they  were  to  pay  Wm  Buel  6s  a  person  more,  so  that  for  a  man 
and  his  wife  7s.  First  I  set  down  those  that  have  paid  and  were  placed  in  the  long  seats  when  they  paid: 

9  long  seats  with  six  in  a  seat;  13  short  seats  with  three  in  a  seat.” 

We  find  our  William  Buell,  Thomas  Holcomb,  Jonathan  Gillett,  John  Bissell,  Anthony  Hawkins  and 
Richard  Vore  in  the  long  seats,  each  paying  6s.  There  were  55  in  these  long  seats.  Among  the  39  in  the 
short  seats  “who  have  paid”  we  find  our  Edward  Griswold,  Joseph  Loomis  and  James  Enno  each  paying 
6s;  and  among  the  17  “in  the  pews”  we  find  our  “Mr.  Loomis”  paying  6s  likewise. 

1660.  Part  2,  p  2  T  V:  This  item  appears  in  the  annual  estimate  of  Town  expenses  for  the  year:  “Will 
Buell  for  a  payer  of  stocks  &  mending  some  seats,  9s  6 d.” 

1660/1,  January  7.  Vol.  I,  p  43  T  V:  “The  Townsmen  met  and  agreed  yt  the  Meeting  Hows  should 
be  shingled,  all  the  gutters  on  both  sids  the  lanthorn,  and  not  alter  ye  forme  of  ye  roof  ....  also  agred 
w'ith  William  Buell  to  Alter  the  great  pue  into  two,  one  part  for  the  magistrates,  and  one  for  others  and 
yt  raised  equal  wth  the  short  setes  ....  also  those  yt  be  seated  and  never  paid,  neither  themselves 
nor  by  their  predecessors  in  their  howses  should  now  be  caled  for  to  make  in  pay  to  William  Buell  for 
worke  about  the  howse,”  and  “also  this  daye  William  bewell  take  of  andsepted  of  so  many  that  ware 
behaind  in  our  acount  as  made  up  -  2£-l  ls-0  towards  his  worke  don.” 

1661/2,  Feb’y  4.  Vol.  I,  p  181  Stiles:  In  a  long  account  with  William  Buell  for  work  done  to  the  meeting¬ 
house  we  find  an  item  of  “5  buttons  for  hats,  7s”.  He  would  say  “pegs”  today. 

1664.  P  153  Do:  William  Buell  bought  of  Richard  Saxton  the  front  part  of  his  lot  on  Silver  street  with 
house  upon  it  for  his  son  Samuel.  The  rear  part  went  the  same  day  to  Thos.  Barber  Jr.  In  1667  Samuel, 
then  of  Kenilworth,  sold  this  to  his  brother-in-law  Timo.  Palmer. 

1669,  Oct.  1 1.  Vol.  II,  p  519  G  C,  Ptd:  In  the  census  list  of  freemen  of  Windsor,  as  ordered  taken  by 
the  General  Court  throughout  the  Colony  on  May  13,  1669,  William  Buell  appears  among  the  eight 
ancestors  we  had  there  at  that  time. 

1669,  Oct.  12.  Vol.  II,  p  18  T  V:  “William  Buell  Octor  12  &  13  day  part  of  ech  came  and  broat  to  new 
casments  for  ye  to  corner  windos  of  ye  metting  hows  and  fitted  them  up  and  he  counted  for  his  work  <9, 
which  take  of  his  one  town  rat  for  ’68,  33-ld  and  Timothy  Palmers  town  rat  ’68,  39-6d  so  there  rest  Dew 
to  him  stil,  5d.” 

1674.  Vol.  I,  p  127  G  &  M:  In  the  Country  rate  for  1674  appears:  “William  Buell,  list  040  rate  0-6-8.” 

1675,  Jan’y.  Vol.  I,  p  88  Stiles:  This  month  it  was  necessary  “to  prepar  a  ferry  rat  for  James  Rising” 
and  the  residents  of  the  town  were  divided  into  classes  according  to  the  property  owned  by  them.  The 
classes  were,  “singul  men”  38  names;  “only  familys”  17  names;  “family  &  4  oxen  12  names;  a  family, 
Hors  &  2  oxen”  54  names;  and  “famyle  &  Hors”  41  names,  of  which  the  third  was  “w.  buell”. 

1675,  Sept.  Vol.  I,  p  127  G  &  M:  A  “Country  Rate”  of  six  pence  on  the  pound  was  laid  and  among 
the  taxpayers  we  find:  “William  Buell,  list  041  rat  1-0-6.” 

1676,  January.  Do:  A  Country  rate  assessed  this  month  made  a  levy  of  l9  6d  on  the  pound,  William 
Buell  being  assessed  at  £34  with  a  tax  of  £2-11-00. 

1676,  June  11.  Vol.  I,  p  228  Stiles:  King  Philip’s  war  was  still  raging,  Philip  not  being  captured  and 
slain  till  August  following,  and  the  residents  of  Windsor  made  an  offering  for  the  benefit  of  the  war  suf- 
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ferers  in  the  neighboring  colonies.  This  subscription  list  was  entered  in  the  Mathew  Grant  Record  and 
among  the  persons  contributing  were:  “William  Buell  £0-1-3.” 

1676/7,  Feb’y  22.  Vol.  I,  p  126  G  &  M:  There  is  an  ancient  unpaged  book  of  accounts  in  the  Town 
Clerk’s  office  at  Windsor,  from  which  this  item  of  town  expenses  is  taken:  “William  Buell  for  work  on 
windo  shuts  0-6-6.”  Later  in  the  year  1677  these  items  appear:  “William  Buell  did  sume  work  at  ye 
meeting  house  about  casments  for  which  he  demanded  6s  6d;  payd  by  his  town  rat  76,  2s  lOd;  and  his 
ferry  rat  in  ’76,  Is  06d.” 

1677,  Aug.  17.  Vol.  I,  p  881  Stiles:  William  Buell  is  in  R«v-.  Mathew  Grant’s  list  as  having  had  7  chil¬ 
dren  born  at  Windsor. 

1681,  July  26.  Vol.  IV,  p  72  C  C:  “The  Last  Will  &  Testament  of  Wm  Buel:  The  will  of  Good:  Bcwell 
in  dissposeing  his  estate.  I  give  to  my  Son  Samuel  the  house  and  halfe  the  Homelott,  with  all  the  Land 
I  purchased  of  William  Thrall  &  to  my  son  Peter  halfe  the  Home  lott  on  the  North  side,  and  all  the 
Meadow  &  the  Wood  Land  that  was  my  owne  by  guift  of  the  Towne.  My  tooles  to  be  equally  divided 


betwixt  Samuel  &  peter.  , 

“My  son  Samuel  is  to  pay  out  eleven  pownds,  &  Peter  six  pownds  &  this,  with  the  rest  of  my  Goods,  to 

be  equally  divided  between  my  daughters,  only  my  daughter  Mary  to  have  five  pownds  more  than  either 

of  the  others.  .  . .  ,  ,  .  ,  T  , 

“These  two  parcells  of  Land,  one  by  the  Gravell  Hill,  and  the  other  by  the  Mill  brooke,  which  leave 

to  my  wife’s  disposeing  If  she  outlives  me,  &  she  is  to  enjoy  all  this  as  long  as  she  lives.  This  I  doe  with 
the  best  of  my  understanding. 

Witness:  Nathaniel  Gillett,  Timothy  Phelps  William  X  Buell 

Job  Drake  soh  of  John,  James  Hillier 

1681,  Oct.  31.  Vol.  I,  p  258  L  R:  Here  is  recorded  a  deed  from  William  Buell  to  his  son  Samuel  of  the 
lands  bought  of  William  Thrall  some  35  years  previously.  One  reservation  in  the  deed  is  that  Samuel  is 
not  to  sell  the  property  until  after  the  death  of  his  mother,  the  wife  of  the  grantor.  These  lands  comprised 
some  forty  four  acres;  but  notwithstanding  this  deed  the  same  land  would  seem  to  be  listed  in  the  in¬ 
ventory  and  specified  in  the  will.  Thus  Samuel  had  a  double  claim  upon  it  but  it  took  a  special  agree¬ 
ment  between  the  two  boys  to  straighten  out  this  and  other  provisions  in  dispute. 

1681,  Nov.  23.  Vol.  I,  p  40  B  M  D,  Windsor:  “William  Buell  Dyed,  November  the  23'1  day  at  night, 
1681.”  Thus  reads  the  record,  showing  death  within  a  month  following  the  making  of  above  deed.  His 
death  is  recorded  also  with  the  inventory  but  is  placed  there  one  week  earlier  or  November  16,  1681. 

1681,  Nov.  30.  Vol.  IV,  p  73  C  C:  “The  Inventory  of  William  Bewell,  of  Windsor,  who  dyed  November 


16,  1681: 

It  2  cowes  and  a  calfe  &  five  swine  &  Hay 
It  House  and  Homestead  .... 
It  3  Acres  in  the  Great  Meadow 
It  40  acres  of  woodland  bought  of  William  Thrall 
It  30  Acres  of  Woodland  given  by  the  town 
It  10  Acres  in  the  woods  at  Gravel  Hill  . 

It  5  Acres  at  Mill  Brook  .... 
It  Joyners  tools  beetle  &  wedges 
It  grindstone  timber  and  other  thinges 
Seven  sundry  items  to  balance 


£14-05-00 
40-00-00 
18-00-00 
15-00-00 
12-00-00 
6-00-00 
2-10-00 
5-07-06 
1-19-10 
32-10-  6 


John  Loomys  Sen 
John  Moore 


Total  £147-12-10” 


1681/2,  March  6.  P  73  Do:  “Mary  Bewell,  the  widdow  &  relict  of  Wm.  Bewell  deceased  personally 
appeared  this  instant  &  gave  oath  that  she  hath  to  the  best  of  her  knowledg  made  a  True  presentment 
to  the  foresd  apprizers  of  the  estate  of  her  sayd  Husband  &  If  anything  more  that  is  considerable  com 
to  her  knowledg  she  will  cause  it  to  be  entered  to  the  aforesayd  Inventory. 
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1681/2,  March  6.  P  73  Do:  “It  is  mutually  agreed  By  Samuel  &  peter  Bewell  as  a  final  Issue  betwixt 
them,  respecting  their  father’s  will,  as  followeth:  That  all  the  houseing  shall  be  equally  divided  betwixt 
them' by  an  indifferent  estimation.  Also  that  peter  shall  have  Liberty  to  choose  which  end  of  the  house 
he  will  have,  both  Samuel  &  peter  being  bound  to  give  or  take  according  to  the  estimation  that  shall  then 
be  set  upon  it.  Allso  that  Peter  shall  have  halfe  the  Home  Lott  as  it  Lyeth  on  the  Northerly  side  &  as 
expressed  in  the  will,  wth  the  addition  of  the  southerly  or  other  part  of  the  swamp  or  meadow  Lying  by 
the  Riverlett,  which  is  to  extend  from  the  River  to  the  Middle  of  the  Hill  or  falling  ground  betwixt  the 
meadow  &  upland,  as  allso  that  all  the  Woodlands  &  boggy  meadow  shall  be  settled  upon  both  of  them 
according  to  their  father’s  will,  which  was  pr’sented  in  Court.  Farther,  we  doe  allso  agree  that  the  Land 
Lying  in  the  great  meadow  shall  be  equally  divided  betwixt  us  both.  The  aforesaid  parcells  of  Land  v>e 
agree*7 shall  be  &  remayne  to  us,  our  hears  &  successors,  with  all  the  privaleges  thereto  belonging;  &  father 
we  doe  agree  that  whatsoever  of  Legacy  shall  be  due  by  our  Father’s  will,  it  shall  be  discharged  or  payd 
equally  betwixt  us;  &  allso  that  the  Tooles  our  Father  Left  us  shall  be  divided  according  to  his  will  written. 
For  the  true  performance  of  what  is  above  written  we  doc  mutually  set  to  our  hands. 

Witness:  Nathan  Gillett  Samuel  Bewell 

George  Griswold  Peter  Buell. 


CHILDREN 


1. 

2. 

3. 


4. 


5. 


6. 

7. 


(all  born  at  Windsor) 

1^  jr  •  »  V 

SAMUEL  b.  Sept.  2,  1641;  m.  Nov.  1662,  Deborah  Griswold  (see  below)  ^ 

MARY  b.  Sept.  3,  1642;  m.  Feb’y  23,  1659/60,  Simon  Mills;  she  d.  June  24,  1718,  ae  76  he  d.  July  6,  1683 
""ShVcfied  at  Weataugue.  He  was  of  Windsor  and  Simsbury,  Conn.  He  left  estate  of  £16S-07-00. 


11  ch 


SERGT.  PETER  b.  Aug.  19,  1644;  m.  (1)  Mch.  31,  1670,  Martha  Cozzens;  hed.  Jan’y  8,  1728  9,  a;  85  shed.  9  ch 
May  22,  1686 

He  was  resident  of  Windsor  and  Simsbury  where  the  first  wife  has  the  oldest  stone  there.  He  m.  (2)  a  loS7 
Mercy  Strong  who  died  June  4,  1688,  age  22.  Ten  years  later  he  m.  (3)  June  30,  169S  Widow  Mary  (Gillett) 

Bisscll  and  had  4  children.  She  died  Aug.  19,  1734,  aged  66.  4  ch 


HANNAH  b.  Jan’y  8,  1646/7;  m.  (1)  Sept.  17,  1663,  Timothy  Palmer;  she  d.  Sept.  26,  1704,  ae  57  he  d.  10  ch 
Aug.  29,  1713,  ae  71 

They  lived  at  Windsor  where  he  inherited  his  father’s  homestead.  He  left  estate  of  £65-10-01. 

HEPZIBAH  b.  Dec.  11, 1649;  m.  (1)  Jan’y  12,  1672/3,  Lt.  Thomas  Welles;  she  d.  Mch.,  1704,  cc  55  hed.  1691  8  ch 

They  lived  in  Hadley  &  Deerfield,  Mass.  In  1693,  she,  with  her  3  daughters  were  knocked  in  the  head  and 
scalped  by  the  Indians  at  Deerfield;  but  the  mother  and  one  daughter  recovered.  She  m.  (2)  Feb’y  17,  1699 
Daniel  Billings  who  one  authority  says  was  Daniel  Belding. 

■SARAH  b.  Mch.  21,  1653/4;  she  d.  1734,  ae  80 

In  1676  she  gave  1  shilling  in  silver  for  the  war  sufferers.  She  died  at  Windsor,  unmarried. 

ABIGAIL  b.  Feb’y  12,  1655/6;  she  d.  Nov.  16,  1681,  ae  25 
She  died  at  Windsor  unmarried. 


SAMUEL  BUELL  b.  Sept.  2,  1641 

DEBORAH  GRISWOLD  m.  Nov.  13,  1662 
b.  June  28,  1646  d.  July  11,  1720 

d.  Feb’y  7,  1717/18,  x  72  ae  79 

1646,  June  28.  Vol.  I,  p  14  B  M  D:  “Deborah 
Griswold  Daughter  of  Edward  Griswold  was 
Baptised  June :28th:  1646.”  She  was  the  eighth 
child  in  a  family  of  eleven  children.  She  w  as  born 
and  baptised  at  Windsor,  Connecticut,  both  on 
the  same  day,  says  the  record  of  Rev.  Matthew 


1641,  Sept.  2.  Vol.  I,  p  3  B  M  D,  Windsor: 
“Samuel  Buel,  son  of  William  Buell  was  Born 
Sept.  2d,  1641.”  Samuel  was  the  oldest  of  seven 
children.  This  town  record  agrees  with  that  of 
Rev.  Matthew  Grant,  the  minister  of  the  Church. 

1659.  Vol.  I,  p  153  Stiles:  Samuel  showed  the 
quality  of  his  metal,  at  the  early  age  of  eighteen, 
by  joining  with  Tim.  Thrall  in  a  contract  with 
Mr.  Pyncheon  of  Springfield  to  “Hew  the  timber 
for  the  old  Fort”.  This  was  a  brick  building,  the 
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Grant.  She  was  married  at  16  and  became  a 
mother  at  17.  About  fifteen  months  after  mar¬ 
riage  the  young  family  moved  to  Killingworth 
where  she  reared  a  family  of  twelve  who  by  their 
quality  proved  the  worth  of  their  mother  and 
father. 


only  brick  building  in  Springfield,  in  fact,  prior  to 
1800,  except  one  much  more  modern  on  the  North¬ 
east  corner  of  Main  and  State  streets.  Samuel’s 
coming  father-in-law,  Edward  Griswold,  had  the 
contract  to  build  the  Fort,  including  the  contract 
for  the  stone  and  brick  work. 


1717/18,  Feb’y  7.  Vol.  I,  p  78  T  V:  “Deborah 
the  wife  of  Samuell  Buell,  asquir,  Dyed  ye  7th 
Day  of  ffebruary  171718.”  Such  is  the  record  at 
Kenilworth  where  she  had  lived  a  pioneer  to  the 
age  of  seventy  two  years.  She  died  before  her 
husband  made  his  will,  hence  has  no  mention 
therein. 


1662,  Nov.  13.  Vol.  I,  p  54  B  M  D:  “Samuel 
Buell  and  Deborah  Griswold  both  of  Windsor 
were  married  Novb:  13th:  62.”  This  was  a  nota¬ 
ble  day  in  Windsor,  for  two  of  her  prominent 
young  people  cast  their  lots  together  forever. 
Samuel  has  just  past  21  while  Deborah  is  only  a 
little  past  16.  In  Windsor  they  lived  on  the  lot 

-  ■  -  south  of  Samuel’s  father  William  Buell  who 

bought  for  them  from  our  Richard  Saxton,  his  house  and  the  front  part  of  his  lot.  The  deed  is  shown 
below  in  1664.  The  location  may  now  be  found  at  the  corner  of  Silver  street  and  Hollow  Fall.  Samuel  be¬ 
came  a  founder  of  Kenilworth  and  a  distinguished  citizen  thereof.  He  represented  the  town  in  the  General 
Assembly  for  many  years  and  he  was  an  active  Justice  for  many  years.  His  name  abounds  on  the  public 
records  in  places  of  power  and  service.  In  addition  he  became  an  extensive  land  owner.  As  one  says,  “  He 
filled  many  responsible  public  offices,  was  of  great  influence  as  well  as  of  generous  means”.  He  is  called 
“gentleman”  on  the  Town  Records. 


•  1663,  Oct.  8.  Vol.  II,  p  187  G  C:  “Timothy  Phelps  and  Samuel  Buell  are  propounded  to  be  made  free  of 

this  Corporation,  according  to  order  of  Court.”  Samuel  is  now  twenty  two  and  fully  ready. 


1663,  Oct.  Vol.  I,  p  3  P  R,  Kenilworth:  “The  determination  &  condition  of  the  Committee  of  the  Gen¬ 
erali  Assembly  for  the  ordering  of  the  Settlement  &  Plantation  at  Hamonessett,  Octob.  (1663).”  Such  is 
the  heading  of  nine  articles  of  agreement,  a  few  of  which  may  be  seen  under  the  Kelsey  family.  Samuel 
Buell  is  one  of  the  20  subscribers  and  father-in-law  Edward  Griswold  is  another. 


1664,  May  12.  Vol.  II,  p  196  G  C:  Samuel  Buell  was  “made  free  in  Court.”  This  citizenship  was 
granted  probably  “at  the  parting  of  the  ways”  between  Windsor  and  Kenilworth.  Probably  he  had 
moved  to  Kenilworth  during  this  very  Spring  in  time  for  planting.  The  real  estate  records  at  Windsor, 
which  follow,  were  entered  probably  as  result  of  removal. 

1664,  June  27.  Vol.  I,  p  19  L  R,  Windsor:  “Samuell  Buell  hath  by  gift  from  the  Towne  fower  acers  of 
grass  swamp  ....  Samuell  Buell  hath  two  more  acers  which  his  father  Will:  Buell  purchased  of 
Richard  Saxton  with  a  Dwelling  house  and  orchard  upon  it.”  .... 

1664,  Dec.  8.  Vol.  II,  p  2  T  V,  Windsor:  “Accounts  concerning  the  Last  Towne  vote:”  Here  is  one 
item:  “for  gallery  worke  by  rates  taken  of  by  Samuell  Buell  09-09-00.” 

1664/5,  Feb’y  15.  Vol.  I,  p  5  P  R,  Kenilworth:  “The  prportion  of  fencing  agaynst  the  neck  from  the 
Indian  River  to  the  lane  against  Mr.  Hayden’s  house  lott  &  the  apportions  to  be  mayntayned  by  the 
owners  of  the  neck  land  -  the  first  beginning  at  the  river  &  soe  on  as  they  are  written.”  Twenty  seven 
names  are  appended  to  this  document  Samuel  Buell  being  one  with  “4  Rodds”  assigned  to  him. 

1665,  Dec.  28.  P  4  Do:  “The  names  of  the  planters  admitted  by  the  Committee  and  now  settled  in 
the  place  &  others  by  the  Company  admitted  as  now  stand  on  record  as  Decemb.  28,  1665.”  Ten  names 
appear  in  the  first  bracket  as  follows:  “  1.  Bryan  Rossiter  2.  Wm  Hayden  3.  Edward  Griswold  4.  John 
Meggs  Senior  5.  Josiah  Hull  senr  6.  Wm  Kelsey  7.  Wm  Wellman  8.  Samuel  Buell  9.  Jonas  Westover 
10.  Wm  Barber.”  Other  names  were  added  as  they  qualified  and  settled.  'In  this  list  of  original  proprietors 
of  Killingworth,  three  of  them  are  direct  ancestors:  Samuel  Buell,  William  Kelsey  and  Edward  Gris¬ 
wold. 
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Yol.  I,  p  82  T  V,  no  date:  The  eare  marke  of  Samuell  Buells  catle  &  swine  is  a  halfe  peny  cutt  of  ye 
under  side  of  both  eares  &  a  litle  slitt  in  the  off  eare  under  the  half  peny  cutt.”  Beside  this  is  recorded: 
“Nathaniell  Buell  hath  taken  his  grandffather’s  eare  mark  to  his  cretures,  March  ye  1st,  1721/2.” 

1667,  Vol.  I,  p  153  Stiles:  Samuel  Buell  sells  the  Windsor  property  mentioned  above  to  his  brother-in- 
law  Timo.  Palmer  of  Windsor,  who  had  a  few  years  earlier  married  his  younger  sister  Hannah. 

In  cont.ast  with  the  liberty  of  the  people  of  New  England  to  settle,  govern  and  tax  themselves,  the 
people  of  New  York  were  this  year  suffering  under  a  royal  governor  Lord  Lovelace  who  in  these  words 
summed  up  his  system  of  government:  The  method  for  keeping  the  people  in  order  is  severity,  and 
laying  on  of  such  taxes  as  may  give  them  liberty  for  no  thought  but  how  to  discharge  them.”  The  dis¬ 
content  broke  forth  in  a  storm  when  an  arbitrary  tax  of  ten  per  cent  on  exports  and  imports  was  levied, 
these  protests  being  termed  scandalous,  illegal  and  seditious”,  and  therefore  ordered  burned  by  the 
common  hangman  before  the  town-house  of  New  York. 

1668,  Oct.  14.  TV,  not  paged:  At  Kenilworth,  “Samuel  Buell  &  William  Barber  are  chosen  surveyors 
for  the  yeare  ensuing”. 

1669,  Oct.  Vol.  II,  p  524  G  C,  Ptd:  Samuel  Buell  is  one  of  Killingworth’s  19  freemen  on  the  census  of 
this  date.  The  list  is  headed,  "The  names  of  the  freemen  of  the  Town  of  Kennelworth.”  Two  other  an¬ 
cestors  are  listed  with  him,  viz.,  Edward  Griswold  and  William  Kelsey.  His  name  is  written  “Sam:Buel”. 

1670/1,  Jan’y  5.  TV:  “Thomas  Stevens,  Samll  Buell,  Henry  ffarnum  are  chosen  Townesmen.”  This 
early  T  V  book  of  Kenilworth  is  not  paged. 

1671/2,  ffebruary  23.  TV:  “Samuel  Buell  is  chosen  constable  for  ye  yeare  ensuing.”  Here  is  a  sample 
order  that  he  would  enforce:  “Voted  by  the  towne  that  if  any  man  shall  wholy  absent  himselfe  from  any 
towne  meeting  having  had  sufficient  warning  at  lest  twenty  foure  houres  before  shall  pay  twelve  pence.” 

1672/3,  Mch.  10.  TV:  "Mr  Griswold  Thomas  Steanes  and  Samuel  Buell  ar  chosen  to  take  the  Country 
list.”  y 

1 672/3,  Mch.  10.  TV:  “Samuell  Buell  was  graunted  foure  acres  adjoyning  to  his  owne  land  on  the 
Indian  River  for  to  mayntayne  for  ever  the  towne  gate  by  his  house  &  thre  acres  more  at  the  same  place.” 

1674/5,  Mch.  4.  TV:  “At  a  towne  meting  Bcniamen  Wright,  Sammuell  Bewell  and  Timothy  Crane 
are  Chosen  Townesmen  for  the  yeare  ensuing.” 

1677,  May  27.  Vol.  I,  p  31  P  R:  “We  whose  names  are  underwritten  doe  &  acknowledge  that  we  have 
sold  &  Doe  by  these  Presents  Doe  alienate  assign  &  make  over  unto  Samuel  Buell  Senr  of  Kellingworth 
for  money  already  Rec  d  all  our  Right  &  proportion  in  these  Lands  here  Expressed  from  us  &  our  heires 
unto  him  &  his  heires  &  assignes  for  ever.”  Signed  to  this  paper  are  18  names;  and  five  more  people  had 
sold  their  rights  to  him  before  another  year  rolled  round. 

1677,  Aug.  17.  Vol.  I,  p  881  Stiles:  Samuel  Buell  is  on  the  list  made  by  Rev,  Matthew  Grant  showing 
that  he  had  one  child  born  at  Windsor.  Rev.  Mr.  Grant  builded  even  better  than  he  knew  for  his  record 
has  been  invaluable  to  many  searchers  after  historical  points  of  moment. 

1681,  July  26.  In  his  will,  his  father,  William  Buell  of  Windsor,  says:  “I,  William  Buell,  do  give  my 
son  Samuel  the  house  and  halfe  the  Homelott,  with  all  the  Land,  purchased  of  William  Thrall.”  On 
Nov.  16th  following,  on  the  death  of  his  father,  the  town  carpenter  of  Windsor,  Samuel  inherits,  in  addi¬ 
tion  to  the  above,  one  half  of  his  father’s  Carpenter’s  tools.  Samuel  is  now  just  past  40. 

1689.  Vol.  I,  p  92  P  R:  The  Town  having  Agreed  to  have  div.  thear  Comon  Fence  now  layd  out  by 
a  Comitty  appointed  tow  that  end:  the  which  aproved  only  is  don:  for  the  west  end  of  homaneset  River.” 
In  this  distribution  Samuel  Buell  receives  “against  his  home  Lott:  45  pols:  V2  &  half  quarter  which  is  his 
proportion  &  his  son  Samuels”. 

1690,  Oct.  9.  Vol.  Ill,  p  219  G  C:  The  Gen’l  Assembly  makes  him  one  of  a  committee  of  3  to  get  the 
property  lists  of  Kenilworth  in  before  a  month,  these  already  being  late. 
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1692,  Oct.  13.  P  235  Do:  Samuel  Buell  attends  the  first  session  of  the  Gen’l  Assembly  as  deputy  “for 
Kellingworth”,  though  he  must  have  been  elected  the  preceding  May.  From  this  date  up  to  Oct.  13,  1715 
he  attends  at  least  19  sessions  of  the  Assembly  at  Hartford  and  New  Haven  and  is  elected  deputy  at  least 
17  times. 

1692,  Oct.  13.  P  237  Do:  On  complaint  to  the  General  Court  Samuel  Buell  Senr  is  named  one  of  a 
committee  of  six  to  fix  up  the  “country  roade  between  Saybrook  &  Kenilworth”  and  to  build  a  bridge 
across  8  mile  river. 

1693.  P  26  Buell  Gen:  Samuel  Buell  Sr  and  Samuel  Buell  Jr  purchase  jointly  a  piece  of  meadow  of 
30  acres  at  the  head  of  Indian  Meadow.  This  land  was  still  held  by  the  Buell  family  in  1S64. 

1693,  May  15.  Vol.  Ill,  p  271  G  C:  Samll  Buell  Senr  has  a  100  acre  tract  of  land  laid  out  to  him  “upon 
his  grant”  about  miles  south  from  Snipsick  and  south  of  Hockanum  River  and  about  ten  miles  east 
of  Windsor”. 

1696,  Feb’y  15.  P  26  Buell  Gen:  He  gives  18  acres  of  land  with  house  thereon  to  his  well  beloved  son 
Samuel  Buell  Jr. 

1697,  May  13.  Vol.  Ill,  p  285  G  C:  Mr.  Samll  Buell  appears  at  Gen’l  Court  to  prosecute  a  petition  of 
5  citizens  of  Killingworth  “in  behalfe  of  a  sluice  and  cart  bridge”  over  Hamock  River.  The  Court  orders 
the  work  done  at  expense  of  property  benefitted. 

1703,  Oct.  14.  P  438  Do:  The  General  Court  grants  to  Samll  Buell  and  associates,  the  proprietors  of 
Kilingworth,  a  large  tract  of  land  between  Guilford  and  Saybrook  and  running  north  to  “Haddum 
bounds”. 

1704,  May  11.  P  451  Do:  The  General  Court  names  Mr.  Samll  Buell  as  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  New 
London  County.  He  was  re-named  for  this  office  almost  continually  for  the  sixteen  years  following,  or 
until  his  death,  the  last  record  being  May  6,  1720.  He  died  in  about  two  months  after  this  last  election. 

1711,  April  10.  Vol.  I,  p  91  P  Ct,  New  London:  “This  Court  appoints  Samuel  Buell  Esqr  of  Killing- 
worth  Guardian  of  His  grandson  Nathaniel  Porter  only  childe  of  Nathaniel  Porter  sometime  of  Lebanon 
Deceased.  He  giving  bond  to  the  Court  as  the  Law  directs  ....  Samuel  Buell  abovsd  acknowledges 
himself  bound  in  a  Recognizance  of  one  hundred  pounds  Current  money  of  New  England  to  the  Court  of 
Probate  in  the  County  aforsd  that  as  Guardian  to  his  grandson  Nathaniel  Porter  abovsd  He  will  be  faith- 
full  according  to  Law.” 

1720,  June  8.  Vol.  I,  pp  10-12  P  Ct,  Guilford:  “At  a  Court  of  Probate,  holden  in  Guilford  August  ye 
2nd  A  D  1720  Prsent  James  Hooker  Esq.  Judge,  Sam'1  Hill  Clerk.  Samuel  Buell  John  Buell  &  David  Buell 
Executors  of  the  Last  will  &  Testament  of  their  Father  Samuel  Buell  Late  of  Killingworth  Esqr  Deed, 
exhibitted  sd  Will  which  was  proved  and  approved  for  Record. 

“In  the  Name  of  God  Amen,  the  eighth  Day  of  June  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  Thousand  Seven 
Hundred  &  Twenty  I  Samuel  Buell  [of  Killingworth]  Imprimis  in  the  County  of  New  London  in  New 
England,  Gentleman,  being  weak  in  Body,  but  of  perfect  minde  &.  memmory  Thanks  be  given  unto  God, 
therefore  calling  to  minde  the  mortallity  of  my  Body  and  knowing  that  it  is  appointed  for  men  once  to 
Dye,  Do  make  and  ordain  this  my  Last  Will  &  Testament,  that  is  to  say,  Principally  &  first  of  all,  I  Give 
and  Recommend  my  Soul  into  the  hands  of  God  that  Gave  it,  hepeing  Through  the  Merrits,  Faith  & 
Passion  of  my  Savior  Jesus  Christ,  to  have  full  and  free  pardon  aid  forgiveness  of  all  my  sin  &  to  Inherit 
Everlasting  Life;  and  my  Body  I  Commit  to  the  Earth  to  be  Decently  Buried  at  the  Discretion  of  my 
Executors  hereafter  named  nothing  Doubting  but  at  the  Generali  Resurrection  I  shall  Receive  the  same 
again  by  the  mighty  power  of  God,  and  as  Touching  Such  Worldly  Estate  wherewith  it  hath  pleased  God 
to  Bless  me  in  this  Life  I  Give,  Devise  and  Dispose  of  the  Same  in  the  following  manner  and  form.  That 
is  to  say: 

“First  I  will  that  all  those  Debts  &  Duties  as  I  Do  owe  in  Right  or  Conscience  to  any  person  or  persons 
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whatsoever  shall  be  well  &  truely  contented  &  paid  or  ordained  to  be  paid  in  Convenient  time  after  my 
Deceas  by  my  Executors  hereafter  named. 

“  Item.  I  Give  and  bequeath  to  my  well  beloved  son  Samuell  Buell  Sixteen  acres  of  my  Roast  meat 
Hill  Lands.  Further  my  will  is  that  the  Rest  of  my  Estate  at  my  Deceas  shall  be  Divided  as  followeth; 
that  is  to  Say,  my  Sons  Samuel,  John,  William,  David,  Peter  and  Benjamin  shall  have  an  Equall  part  of 
my  Estate  and  my  Daughters  Mary  &  Hannah  shall  have  two  Thirds  so  much  as  one  Son;  and  further 
my  will  is  that  my  Grand  Son  Nathaniel  Porter  shall  have  an  Equal  part  with  my  Daughters  upon  con- 
dition  my  sd  Grand  Son  Gives  to  my  Executors  a  General  acquittance  and  Discharge  upon  all  accounts 
between  him  my  sd  Grand  son  or  his  administrators  and  my  self  Relating  to  any  Debts  or  Demands 
whatsoever.  Further  my  will  is  that  Each  Child’s  part  as  aforesd  shall  be  completed  with  what  they  have 
already  had  and  further  my  Desire  is  that  in  Dividing  as  aforesd  my  Son  Samuel  shall  have  the  Re¬ 
mainder  of  my  Roast  Meat  Hill  Lands  as  it  shall  be  apprized;  and  further  my  Desire  is  that  in  the  Divid¬ 
ing  as  aforesd  my  son  David  Buell  shall  have  my  House  Lot  with  the  buildings  and  Orcharde  upon  it  as  it 
shall  be  apprized;  and  further  my  Desire  is  that  in  Dividing  as  aforesd  my  Son  Benjamin  shall  have  all 
my  meadow  that  is  in  the  further  quarter  as  it  shall  be  apprized. 

“Item.  I  Do  hereby  ordain  Constitute  and  appoint  my  Sons  Samuel  Buell  and  John  Buell  and  David 
Buell  to  be  Executors  of  this  my  Last  Will  and  Testament,  and  Do  hereby  Revoak  any  other  former  Will 
or  Wills.  In  witness  hereof  I  have  hereunto  Set  my  hand  and  Seal  this  Eighth  Day  of  June  in  the  year  of 
our  Lord  one  Thousand  Seven  hundred  and  Twenty  as  above  written. 

Witness:  Gideon  Allen  Samuel  Buell  (a  seal)” 

David  Willcoks,  Josiah  Rossetter 


1720,  May  6.  Vol.  V,  p  209  G  A:  For  sixteen  years  Samuel  Buell  Sen’r  had  been  elected  by  the  General 
Court  a  Justice  of  the  Peace  and  now  two  months  before  his  death  his  name  appears  among  the  elected. 

1720,  July  11.  Vol.  I,  p78  T  V:  “Samuell  Buell,  Eqr,  Dyed  the  11th  Day  of  July  1720”  is  the  way  the 
record  reads  at  Kenilworth.  He  was  now  close  to  seventy  nine.  Two  years  before  this  his  faithful  wife, 
who  stayed  by  his  side  for  fifty  six  years,  had  passed  on  to  her  reward  and  no  doubt  life  was  quite  heavy 
without  her. 

1720,  Aug.  2.  Vol.  I,  pp  10-12  P  Ct:  The  will  of  Samuel  Buell  of  Killingworth  is  probated  at  Guilford 
by  Samuel  Buell,  John  Buell  &  David  Buell,  executors  of  “their  Father’s  estate”. 

1720,  Aug.  9.  Vol.  I,  pp  13-19  P  Ct,  Guilford:  “An  Inventory  of  the  Estate  of  Samuel  Buell  of  Killing- 
worth  Esqr  whoe  Deceased  July  ye  1 1th  1720  as  it  was  Taken  by  us  whose  names  are  hereunto  Subscribed 


being  Sworn  to  that  Service: 

Imprimis  his  Bible  ..............  £00-05-06 

WEARING  APPARELL 

Item  one  shirt  5/  &  one  Shirt  at  3/6  ...........  00-0S-06 

Item  a  pair  of  Broadcloth  Briches  ...........  00-08-06 

Item  a  pair  of  Old  Damask  Briches  ...........  00-01-09 

Item  a  pair  of  old  plain  Cloath  Woollen  Briches  .........  00-01-09 

Item  a  pair  of  Leather  Briches  ............  00-08-00 

Item  a  French  Druget  Jacket  ............  01-00-00 

Item  a  Greenish  Broadcloth  Coat  ...........  02-15-00 

Items  nine  other  coats  and  Jackets  (itemized)  .........  06-16-06 

Items  eight  items  of  Boots,  Spurrs  &  Sosoons,  shoes,  sundry  gloves,  neckcloaths,  Belt  &  Buckles,  &c  03-1 1-06 
AARMS 

Item  a  Musket  18/,  a  Rapier  5/,  a  Back  Sword  3/,  a  Razor  1/6  ......  01-07-06 

BEDS  &  BEDING 

Items  Fifteen  lines,  specified  in  detail  ..........  24-15-03 

CUBBARDS,  CHESTS,  &c 

Item  The  best  cubbard  40/,  the  other  Cupbord  30/  ........  03-10-00 

Item  A  Chest  &  Chest  Lock  7/6,  a  Table  fram  &  Carpet  [  ]  ......  01-05-00 
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Item  The  fulling  Mill  Irons  3£  8s;  2  Peashooks  &  sheep  sheers  3/8 

£03-11-08 

Item  His  right  in  the  Saw  Mill  &  Irons  ...... 

06-05-00 

Item  115  pounds  of  Pork  2£  7s  lid;  a  barrel  of  Pork  4£ 

06-07-1 1 

Item  Books  .... 

02-07-00 

Items  49  lines  of  items  of  tables,  pewter,  saddles,  axes,  sundry  augers,  yoaks,  hooks,  buttons, 

com, 

beams,  &c.,  &c  ...  . 

. 

. 

33-01-04 

HORNED  CATTLE 

Item  a  yoke  of  oxen  10£  10s;  a  Cow  &  calf  4£  5d 

14-15-00 

Item  a  Three  year  old  Steer  2£  15s;  a  3  year  heiffer  2£  17s  . 

05-12-00 

Item  a  pair  of  2  year  old  Steers  3£  10s;  a  Cow  3£-10s  .... 

. 

07-00-00 

HORSE  KINDE 

Item  The  Cart  horse  3£,  the  old  Horse  20/,  ye  old  Mare  &  Colt  3£  10s 

07-10-00 

Item  ye  Younge  mare  &  Colt  5£  10s,  the  Sorrel  2  year  old  Mare  2£  15s 

08-05-00 

Item  a  year  old  Mare  35/,  a  3  year  old  Horse  55/  .... 

04-10-00 

Item  a  Sow  &  Swine  &  Leane  pigs  25/,  2  Largest  Swine  3£  5s 

04-10-00 

Item  ye  Sanded  Swine  22/,  ye  Spotted  Swine  20s  .... 

02-02-00 

Item  ye  2  Small  Swine  20/,  15  pound  of  Creese  5/  ...  . 

01-05-00 

Item  24  pound  &  3^  of  sheeps  wooll  ...... 

02-00-10 

Item  14  sheep  &  3  Lambs  ....... 

02-00-10 

Item  a  pound  &  3^  of  Candles  ....... 

00-01-00 

Item  Indian  Corn  on  ye  Ground  ...... 

05-10-00 

Items  15  lines  of  sundry  materials  ....... 

10-02-00 

HOUSEING  &  LANDS 

Item  The  Homestead  &  Buildings  ....... 

65-00-00 

Item  The  Lot  in  the  Neck  &  Meadow  adjoyning  .... 

22-05-00 

Item  The  meadow  in  Isbells  Cove  .... 

09-00-00 

Item  The  meadow  at  ye  Turn  of  Hammonesset  River 

11-00-00 

Item  The  Meadow  in  the  Planting  field  ..... 

06-00-00 

Item  The  Upland  Lot  at  Stones  point  ...  ... 

12-00-00 

Item  The  Meadow  in  Hay  tons  Cove  ..... 

10-00-00 

Item  The  Land  at  the  Morning  Nook  ..... 

15-10-00 

Item  his  Right  in  Durham  ....... 

20-10-00 

Item  his  meadow  at  ye  head  of  Indian  River 

32-00-00 

Item  his  Church  Lot  meadow  ..... 

04-11-00 

Item  7th  Divission  at  Bayberry  Hill  ...... 

45-12-00 

Item  his  Low  Land  on  ye  Indian  River  .... 

26-15-00 

Item  his  small  piece  of  Land  against  ye  old  Saw  Mill  place  . 

02-00-00 

Item  his  6th  Divission  of  Land  on  Roast  Meat  Hill 

58-05-00 

Item  his  Land  at  the  quester  hill  ..... 

25-00-00 

Item  the  Land  at  the  Rear  of  the  Home  Lot  ..... 

“The  above  written  Inventory  taken  by  us: 

• 

• 

22-10-00 

£562-04-06’ 

John  Lane,  Peter  Ward,  John  Kelsey.” 

1720,  Sept.  1.  Vol.  I,  p  19  P  Ct:  “Sam"  Buell  John  Buell  &  David  Buell,  Exect”  of  the  Last  Will  & 
Testament  of  their  Father  Sam11  Buell  Late  of  Killingworth  Deed,  moveing  to  this  Court  for  time  to  be 
alowed  them  to  make  further  addition  to  their  sd  Father’s  Inventory;  and  for  paying  Debts  Sc  prepareing 
sd  Estate  for  Distribution  the  time  is  alowed  them  to  the  Thirtieth  Day  of  this  Instant  August.” 

1720,  Sept.  1.  P  20  Do:  “Sam"  Buell,  John  Buell  Sc  David  Buell,  Exhibitors  of  the  Last  Will  Sc  Testa- 
ment  of  Sam"  Buell  of  Killingworth  Esqr  Late  Deed,  exhibitted  an  account  of  what  each  Legatee  had 
Received  of  the  sd  Deceased’s  Estate  in  the  Time  of  his  Life  as  by  the  sd  account  Sc  their  agreement  on 
file  which  being  in  all  £495:  12:  10  added  to  the  Inventory  makes  the  whole  £1,057:  17:4  they  Exhibitted 
also  an  account  of  Debts  Due  from  the  sd  Estate  £25:  13:  9  Subtracted  from  the  sd  Inventory  Leavs 
£1,032:  3:  7  and  also  16  lb  the  vallue  of  ye  Sixteen  acres  of  Land  given  to  the  oldest  son  there  Remains 
of  the  Clear  Estate  Compilled  with  what  they  have  already  had  £1,016:  3:  7  which  yields  to  Each  of  the 
sons  in  an  Equall  Share  £127:  0:  53  s  &  to  each  of  the  Daughters  Sc  the  Grand  son  (haveing  each  Two 


. 


169 


THE  BUELL  FAMILY 

Thirds  as  much  as  one  of  the  sons)  £84:  13:  7H  Computed  wth  what  they  have  already  had  which  is  to  be 
Distributed  by  the  Executors  to  the  Severall  Legatees  acording  to  the  will  of  the  sd  Deed. 

“The  Executors  movcing  to  this  Court  (that  whereas  the  Testator  is  his  Will  Desired  that  in  the 
Division  of  sd  Estate  his  son  David  Buell  should  have  the  Home  Stead  as  it  should  be  apprized  and  the 
sd  Home  Stead  by  the  apprizement  amounting  to  more  than  his  Equall  part  with  the  other  sons)  to  have 
it  Resolved  whether  sd  David  should  nevertheless  have  sd  Homestead  without  paying  what  it  amounts 
to  more  than  his  Equall  part. 

“This  Court  is  of  opinion  that  it  is  the  Intent  of  the  will  that  sd  David  should  have  but  an  Equall  Share 
with  others  of  the  sons  &  that  what  the  sd  Homestead  amounts  to  more  than  his  Equall  part  he  shall  pay 
accordingly,  either  in  Setting  out  such  part  of  the  Homestead  as  by  lawful  apprizement  shall  make  up  the 
overplus  or  pay  the  sume  in  money  or  give  Security  to  the  Executors  to  pay  ye  same  in  Reasonable  Time. 

“David  Buell  is  admitted  on  Apeal  from  the  opinion  of  this  Court  as  above  mentioned  to  the  next 
Superior  Court  in  New  London  County.  David  Buell  of  Killingworth  acknowledges  himself  Bound  to 
Treasurer  of  the  Colony  of  Conecticutt  in  a  Recognizance  of  Forty  pounds  that  he  shall  prosecute  his 
apeal  at  the  Superior  Court  to  be  holden  at  New  London  on  ye  fourth  Tuesday  of  this  Instant  September 
&  answere  at  Damages  in  case  he  make  not  his  plea  good.  Dated  in  Guilford,  Sept  ye  1st  Anno  Dom  1720.” 

1727/8,  Feb’y  21.  Vol.  2,  pp  250-251  P  Ct:  Executors  report  new  agreement  as  to  distribution.  Same 
has  been  held  up  apparently  since  Sept.,  1720.  Distribution  shows  after  subtracting  what  each  had  already 
rec’d : 

“By  Samuel  Buell  £80-3-10;  By  David  Buell  £85-  1-00;  By  Hezekiah  Porter  £20-00-00 
By  John  Buell  77-5-00;  By  Peter  Buell  39-19-00;  By  Joseph  Porter  20-00-00 
By  William  Buell  57-4-00;  By  Benjamin  Buell  95-00-00;  By  Nathaniel  Porter  20-00-00” 

1729,  Dec.  19.  Do:  Court  allows  expenses  of  executors  as  follows.  Note  the  3  Captains:  “To  Capt. 
Samuel  Buell  £2-8-0;  To  Capt.  David  Buell  £2-6-0;  To  Capt.  John  Buell  £1-12-0.” 

1731,  May  13.  Vol.  VI,  p  48  G  A:  Upon  the  memorial  of  the  heirs  of  Rev.  John  Woodbridge,  late  of 
Springfield,  showing  to  the  Assembly  that  on  October  12th,  1671,  the  Assembly  had  granted  to  him  250 
Acres  of  land,  one  half  of  which  he  had  sold  to  Samuel  Buell  of  Killingsworth,  dec’d,  and  it  appeared  now 
that  this  was  a  part  of  a  grant  to  Killingsworth  town  and  the  sale  was  thus  defeated,  it  was  “  Resolved  by 
this  Assembly  that  125  acres  of  land  be  laid  out  to  the  said  Buell’s  heirs,  of  the  ungranted  lands  of  this 
Colony  on  the  west  side  of  Ousatunnuck  river,  so  as  not  to  prejudice  any  former  survey  made  by  order 
of  this  Assembly;  and  that  the  heirs  of  the  said  Buell  have  liberty  to  call  out  the  comity  surveyour  of 
Fairfield  County,  at  their  proper  cost,  to  survey  and  lay  out  the  land  aforsaid,  in  fulfillment  of  the  grant 
aforesaid”. 

CHILDREN 

(first  child  born  at  Windsor,  Ct;  all  others  bom  at  Kenilworth,  Ct.) 

1.  CAPT.  SAMUEL  b.  July  20,  1663;  m.  Aug.  16,  16S6,  Judith  Stevens;  he  d.  Nov.  2,  1732,  ae  69  she  d.  Oct.  11  ch 

31,  1732 

He  was  a  notable  citizen  of  Killingworth.  Note  that  they  died  within  three  days  of  one  another. 

2.  DEBORAH  b.  Oct.  18,  1665;  m.  1700,  Nathaniel  Porter;  she  d.  bef.  husband  he  d.  a  May,  1710,  ae  50  2  ch 

They  were  of  Windsor,  Hartford  and  Lebanon  where  he  d.  His  inv’y  at  Hartford  and  Lebanon  equalled 

£305-01-04;  only  one  heir,  eight  years  old. 

3.  HANNAH  b.  Sept.  1,  1667;  d.  young 

4.  MARY  b.  Nov.  28,  1669;  m.  June  27,  1700,  Dea.  &  Lt.  Hezekiah  Porter;  she  d. -  he  d.  June  29,  1757,  6  ch 

ae  84 

They  resided  in  Windsor  and  Hartford. 

5.  CAPT.  &  DEA.  JOHN  b.  Feb’y  17,  1671/2;  m.  Nov.  20,  1695,  Mary  Loomis  (see  below) 

6.  HANNAH  b.  May  4,  1674;  m.  Dec.  5,  1699,  Joseph  Porter;  she  d.  1761,  ae  87  he  d.  Sept.  29,  1741,  ae  66  6  ch 

They  lived  in  Windsor.  His  inv’y  £228-02-02.  The  three  Porters  above  were  brothers. 
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7.  ENS.  WILLIAM  b.  Oct.  18,  1676;  m.  (1)  a  1705,  Elizabeth  Collins;  he  d.  Apl.  7,  1763,  x  87  she  d  Dec  7  7  ch 

1729,  ec  54  ‘  ’ 

They  lived  in  Lebanon.  He  m.  (2)  Apl.  23,  1730  Martha  Abell  who  was  widow  of  Capt.  Obadiah  Smith.  She 
d.  May  25,  1751,  as  69.  He  m.  (3)  Nov.  12,  1751  Jerusha  Saxton  who  was  widow  of  Nehemiah  Palmer  and 
James  Deane,  in  Stonington,  Conn.  On  tombstone  at  Lebanon  he  is  called  "a  Father  of  the  Town”. 

8.  MAJOR  DAVID  b.  Feb’y  15,  1678/9;  m.  May  11,  1701,  Phoebe  Fenner;  he  d.  Feb’y  25,  1749,  x  60  shed.  4  ch 

He  was  for  14  times  deputy  for  Killing  worth  and  7  times  Justice.  It  is  related  of  Maj.  David  that  he  made 
a  prayer  at  the  head  of  his  regiment  before  the  house  of  Daniell  Buell  in  Killingworth.  He  is  ancestor  of 
Gen.  Don  Carlos  Buell  of  Civil  War  on  the  general’s  mother’s  side  as  is  brother  William  on  his  father’s  side. 

9.  JOSIAH  b.  Mch.  17,  1680/1;  he  d.  young 

10.  MEHITABLE  b.  Aug.  22,  1682;  m.  Nov.  18,  1701,  Capt.  Nathaniel  Porter;  she  d.  Apl.  30,  1704,  x  21  he  d  1  ch 

1709,  x  29 

He  was  Killed  at  Fort  Ann,  N.  Y.  Samuel  Buell,  father-in-law,  was  app.  adm.  and  guardian  to  only  child 
Nathaniel. 

11.  CAPT.  PETER  b.  Dec.  3,  1684;  m.  (1)  Oct.  8,  1713,  Hannah  Welles;  he  d.  Mch.,  1769,  a;  85  she  d  Feb’v  3  ch 

20,  1719 

They  settled  in  Coventry  in  1709  with  the  first  settlers.  He  was  selectman  there  for  15  years.  He  m.  (2) 

Jan’y  7,  1728/9  Wid.  Martha  (Huntington)  Grant  and  by  her  had  five  children.  She  was  b.  at  Norwich1  5  ch 
1696  and  had  m.  (1)  June  12,  171 1  Noah  Grant  who  d.  at  Tolland  Oct.  16,  1727.  They  are  ancestors 
of  Gen.  U.  S.  Grant. 

12.  BENJAMIN  b.  1686;  m.  June  28,  1710,  Hannah  Hutchinson;  he  d.  Feb’y  18,  1723  '4,  a:  38  she  d.  1728  7  ch 

They  lived  in  Killingworth.  He  left  estate  of  £719-8-0.  The  children  were  brought  up  in  family  of  gd.  f. 
Hezekiah  Hutchinson  of  Hebron.  They  are  ancestors  of  Rev.  Dr.  William  Buell  Sprague  of  Albany,  N.  Y., 
indefatigable  writer  (1795-1876). 


DEA.  &  CAPT.  JOHN  BUELL 

b.  Feb’y  17,  1671/2 

MARY  LOOMIS  m.  Nov.  20,  1695 

b.  Mch.  20,  1672/3  d.  Apl.  22,  1746 

d.  Nov.  4,  1768,  x  95  ae  74 

1672/3,  Mch.  20.  Vol.  I,  p  23  B  M  D,  Windsor: 
“Mary  Daughter  of  John  Loomis,  ye  son  of  John 
Loomis  was  Born  March:  20th:  1672.”  She  is  here 
recorded  with  her  eight  brethren.  The  Buell 
Genealogy  makes  the  mistake  of  calling  her  a 
daughter  of  Thomas  Loomis,  which  is  impossible. 
The  Loomis  Genealogy,  a  later  product,  is  correct 
in  placing  her  as  daughter  of  John  Loomis  as 
herein. 

1745/6,  Jan’y  16.  “I  give  unto  my  dear  and 
loving  wife  Mary,”  says  her  husband  in  his  will, 
one  third  part  of  all  property  during  life  with  “  the 
use  of  any  House  or  part  of  any  House  of  mine  that 
she  shall  choose”.  She  is  made  executor  also  with 
two  sons. 

1758,  Nov.  16.  Vol.  II,  p  213  P  Ct:  “In  the 
Name  of  God  Amen,  I  Mary  Buell  of  Litchfield 
being  of  sound  Mind  &  Memory  do  make  this  my 
last  Will  &  Testament  as  follows  vist:  Imprimis 
I  give  &  Bequeath  my  soul  to  God  who  gave  it 


1671/2,  Feb’y  17.  P  33  Buell  Gen  (1881):  John 
Buell’s  natal  day  was  in  historic  Killingworth.  He 
was  the  fifth  child  among  twelve  children  and  he 
grew  to  be  a  tower  of  strength  to  all  of  them. 

1695,  Nov.  20.  Vol.  I,  p  54  B  M  D,  Windsor: 
“John  Buell  and  Mary  Loomis  were  married 
November:  20th:  1695.”  This  was  a  great  day  at 
Windsor,  for  hither  John  went  from  his  heme  in 
Killingworth,  where  he  had  lived  for  23  years,  to 
claim  the  deacon’s  daughter  who  was  but  one  year 
his  junior.  For  eight  or  nine  years  they  lived  in 
Killingworth  where  five  of  their  children  were 
born;  then  probably  because  of  the  good  reports 
of  her  father,  deacon  John  Loomis,  regarding  the 
virgin  town  of  Lebanon,  where  he  had  lived  since 
1700,  they  moved  thither.  The  following  entry 
shows  the  first  Buell  mention  in  Lebanon.  It  is  the 
purchase  of  a  farm  plot  by  John  from  his  father-in- 
law.  In  that  it  mentions  “John  Bewell  as  of 
Winsor”  it  may  mean  that  John  and  family  had 
moved  and  lived  there  for  a  short  period. 

1703,  July  29.  Vol.  II,  p  37  L  R,  Lebanon:  “I 
(Deacon)  John  Loomise  of  Lebanon,  upon  valua¬ 
ble  consideration,  Do  hereby  sell  unto  John  Bewel 
of  Winsor  a  lott”  of  20  acres  of  land. 
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and  my  Body  to  the  Earth  to  be  buried  in  decent 
Christian  Burial  nothing  doubting  but  I  shall 
receive  the  same  again  at  the  Resurrection  by  the 
mighty  power  of  God  And  as  touching  my  World¬ 
ly  Estate  I  Give  Bequeath  &  Devise  the  same  in 
the  following  manner: 

"Imprimis  I  Give  &  Bequeath  &  Devise  to  my 
beloved  sons  John  Buell,  Peter  Buell,  Ebenezer 
Buell,  Solomon  Buell  &  Jonathan  Buell  all  my 
estate  that  is  in  their  Hands  &  Possession  to  be 
equally  divided  amongst  them. 

“Item  I  Give&  Bequeath  to  my  daughters  Mary 
Hinkley,  Abigail  Strong,  Deborah  Marsh,  Elisa¬ 
beth  Plumbe,  Rachel  Welsh  and  to  the  Heirs  of 
my  Daughter  Hannah  Waller  late  Deceased  &  to 
the  Children  of  my  Daughter  Lois  Strong  late 
Deceased  all  my  Wearing  Apparel  &  Moveable 
Estate  whatever  that  is  not  above  bequeathed  & 
Disposed  of  they  my  sd  Daughters  Mary,  Abigail, 
Deborah,  Elizabeth,  Rachel  &  the  children  of  the 
sd  Lois  paying  to  the  sd  children  of  sd  Hannah 
Deceased  £3  lawful  money  after  my  Decease. 
And  I  do  hereby  appoint  nominate  &  ordain  my 
sons  Peter  Buell  &  Soloman  Buell  Executors  of 
this  my  last  Will  &  Testament  in  Confirmation 
whereof  I  have  executed  this  Instrument  the  Day 
&  year  above  written. 

Mary  X  Buell  &  seal” 
Witness:  Isaac  Baldwin 

Anne  Baldwin,  Rhoda  Hide 

1768,  Nov.  4.  GSR:  Mary  Buell  dies  today  at 
her  home  in  Litchfield,  having  reached  the  age  of 
95  and  having  outlived  her  husband  by  22  years. 
In  her  long  and  virtuous  life  she  must  have  nobly 
supported  the  deacon  in  his  labors  and  she  added 
yet  more  fame  to  her  name  in  leaving  one  of  the 
best  and  largest  families  of  record.  It  was  worthy 
to  be  recorded  in  stone  on  her  tombstone  which 
stands  in  the  West  Burying  Ground  in  Litchfield. 
A  picture  of  this  stone  is  shown  at  p  12  in  “Litch¬ 
field  Cemetery  Inscriptions”.  It  reads:  “Here 
lies  the  Body  |  of  Mrs.  Mary  wife  of  |  Dn  John 
Buell  Esq  |  she  died  Nov  4th  |  1768,  setat  90  | 
Having  had  13  children  |  101  Grand  Children  \ 
274  Great  G.  Children  |  22  Great  G.  G.  Children  j 
410  Total  |  336  survived  her”  | 

Two  errors  are  to  be  noted  in  this  inscription. 
The  death  is  wrong  by  one  whole  year  as  proven 


1704,  May  26.  Vol.  II,  p  3S  L  R:  John  Buell  of 
Lebanon  buys  of  Samuel  Lyman  of  Lebanon  20 
acres  in  Lebanon.  One  or  two  other  purchases  are 
recorded  directly  after  this.  In  Vol.  I,  p  78  T  V, 
without  date,  is  recorded  his  brand:  “John  Buell’s 
Brand  mark  for  his  horses  are  these  Letters  I  b  sett 
on  ye  left  thigh.” 

1706,  Dec.  19.  Vol.  I,  p  38  T  V:  John  Buel  is 
chosen  one  of  three  Listers,  and  at  the  same  meet¬ 
ing  he  was  named  one  of  a  committee  of  four  “to 
inspect  those  persons  as  have  improved  or  in¬ 
truded  on  the  towns  properties  &  make  Report  at 
ye  next  Town  Meeting”. 

1707,  P  1  Lebanon  C  R,  at  Conn.  Historical 
Society:  John  Bewell  joins  the  Church  this  year, 
which  had  been  established  about  1700. 

1708,  Dec.  13.  Vol.  I,  p  49  T  V:  John  Buell  is 
elected  one  of  three  selectmen  of  Lebanon. 

1709,  Mch.  16.  Vol.  I,  p  51  T  V:  “At  ye  same 
time  they  Made  choice  of  ensign  Samll  Hide,  Mr. 
John  Buel  &  Mr.  Ebenezor  Case  or  any  two  of 
ym  to  Goe  to  Saybrook  to  Make  Mr.  Whit- 
telsey  ye  offer  above  written.” 

"At  ye  same  time  they  made  Choice  of  Ensign 
Sam"  Hide  &  Mr.  John  Buel  to  goe  to  ye  Elders  of 
ye  County  to  look  for  their  concurance  as  to  Mr. 
Whittleseys  settlement  among  us.”  Sometime 
between  this  date  and  the  next  Mr.  John  was 
elected  a  deacon  at  Lebanon. 

1717,  Dec.  2.  Vol.  I,  p  80  T  V:  “At  ye  same 
time  thay  made  Choice  of  Deacon  John  Buel” 
as  one  of  3  selectmen,  and  he  was  chosen  again  on 
Dec.  22,  1718. 

1719,  May  14.  Vol.  V,  p  153  G  A:  Mr.  John 
Buell  represents  Lebanon  today  in  the  General 
Assembly  at  Hartford.  One  of  his  important  jobs 
of  the  session  w’as  to  introduce  and  advocate  the 
granting  of  a  right  to  establish  a  new  town  to  be 
called  Litchfield. 

1719,  May  14.  Vol.  V,  p  175  G  A:  The  General 
Assembly  at  Hartford  grants  the  “petition  of  Lt. 
John  Marsh  of  Hartford  and  Deacon  John  Buell 
of  Lebanon,”  with  many  others  (57  in  all),  “to  set¬ 
tle  a  town  West  of  Farmington  at  a  place  called 
Bantam;  said  town  to  be  known  by  the  name  of 
Litchfield  ”.  The  2  named  above  had  2  rights  each, 
the  Church  one  right,  thus  making  60  rights  in  all. 
“Historic  Litchfield”  says  John  Buell  and  John 
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by  the  following  probate.  Then  her  age  is  stated  Marsh  were  the  two  most  conspicuous  men  in  the 
as  90  whereas  it  should  be  95.  early  history  of  the  town. 


1769,  May  9.  Vol.  II,  p  188  P  Ct:  “The  last 
Will  and  Testament  of  the  Widow  Mary  Buell  late 
of  Litchfield  Dec’d  was  now  exhibited  in  Court  by 
the  executors  who  before  this  Court  accepted  the 
Trust  thereof  s’d  will  being  proved  by  the  Wit¬ 
nesses.”  In  connection  with  this  probate  no  in¬ 
ventory  is  of  record. 


1720,  June  6.  Vol.  I,  p  17  L  R:  This  is  the  first 
record  of  land  recorded  to  John  Buell  in  the  Litch¬ 
field  land  records;  and  from  this  date  down  to 
Jan’y  11,  1739  there  are  55  references  to  him  as 
land  grantee,  among  which  are  two  additional 
proprietors  rights  bought  in  1721.  This  means 
that  for  18  years  he  added  to  his  holdings  an  aver¬ 
age  of  three  plots  of  land  per  year. 


1720,  July  1.  P  16  Do:  Here  John  Buell  makes  his  first  sale  of  land  to  Nehemiah  Allen,  from  which 
time  down  to  Dec.  4,  1739,  which  was  only  a  highway  deed,  he  is  a  grantor  only  12  times.  Thus  he 
was  a  constant  buyer  and  not  much  of  a  seller.  In  the  Litchfield  Land  Index,  Vol.  I,  the  Buell  name  as 
grantees  fill  five  full  pages  of  the  Index  while  as  grantors  the  name  fills  four  full  pages.  In  Vol.  II,  the 
Buell  name  fills  practically  five  full  pages  each  as  grantees  and  as  grantors.  It  is  perhaps,  the  most  prolific 
name  in  Litchfield,  the  land  records  fully  sustaining  the  tombstone  showing. 


1721,  Dec.  12.  Vol.  I,  p  25  T  V:  This  is  the  1st  town  meeting  held  for  the  election  of  officers  and  John 
Buel  is  named  first  of  three  selectmen.  The  author  of  the  Litchfield  History  of  1859  says  he  was  repeatedly 
elected  to  almost  every  office  within  their  gift,  besides  being  appointed  on  nearly  all  the  most  important 
committees.  As  a  deacon  in  the  Church,  Captain  of  the  Militia,  moderator,  selectman,  treasurer,  repre¬ 
sentative  or  justice  he  discharged  his  duties  efficiently  and  faithfully. 

1721/2,  Fcb’y  6.  P  23  Do:  “  It  was  then  voted  that  Dcakon  John  Buell  and  John  Marsh  shuld  have  the 
use  of  the  streeme  In  Bantam  River  with  thirty  acres  of  Land  Necr  the  pleace  whear  they  shall  chuse  to 
bulde  a  Gristmill.”  Our  Jacob  Griswold  was  appointed  one  of  a  committee  of  three  to  lay  out  these  30 
acres. 


1721/2,  Feb’y  6.  P  22  Do:  “Voted,  that  Deaken  John  Buell  &  Mr.  Nat’I  Smith  be  empowered  to  hire 
a  minister  for  sum  time  and  to  mak  a  Rate  and  geather  the  sume  to  pay  him  for  his  sarves  amongst  us.” 

1722,  May  8.  P  26  Do:  “  Voted  that  John  Buell  &  John  Marsh  or  ether  of  them  shall  pray  the  Ginerall 
Assembly  on  the  town's  behalf  for  liberty  to  setell  a  Church  and  Society  at  Litchfield.” 

1722,  Oct.  11.  Vol.  V,  p  331  G  A:  “This  Assembly  do  establish  and  confirm  Mr.  John  Buell  Lieutenant 
of  the  Company  or  trainband  in  Litchfield  aforesaid  and  that  he  be  commissioned  accordingly.” 

1723,  Aug.  22.  Vol.  I,  p  32  T  V:  A  town  meeting  votes  to  build  4  forts  for  protection,  15  freeholders 
being  assigned  to  build  each  garrison.  John  Marsh  and  Lieut  Bueil  were  in  the  North  Division,  and  our 
Jacob  Griswold  was  in  the  West  Division. 

1724,  May  21.  Vol.  VI,  p  472  G  A,  Ptd:  “At  a  Meeting  of  the  Governour  and  Council  in  Hartford: 
Upon  information  by  a  letter  from  Lt.  John  Buel  of  Litchfield,  of  the  20th  instant,  that  on  the  night  before 
a  small  party  of  the  Indian  enemy  were  discovered  lurking  about  that  town,”  the  Council  ordered  32  men 
“to  be  equipped  and  marcht  without  delay”  to  that  town. 

1724/5,  Jan’y  18.  Vol.  I,  p  36  T  V:  It  was  voted  “in  this  time  of  truble  and  Danger”  to  have  a  com¬ 
mittee  of  seven  consult  with  the  State  Council  of  War  to  see  what  was  needful  for  safety  of  the  town.  Lt. 
John  Buell  was  one  of  the  seven. 

1725,  Apl.  8.  Vol.  X,  p  124  P  Ct,  Hartford:  John  Buell,  our  Jacob  Griswold  &  Joseph  Kilbourn  take 
the  Litchfield  Inventory  of  the  estate  of  Daniel  Boardman  of  Wethersfield. 

1725,  May  13.  Vol.  V,  p  485  G  A:  John  Buell  is  put  on  a  Committee  of  three  by  the  General  Assembly 
to  collect  rates  from  Litchfield’s  absent  landlords  “in  this  time  of  trouble  with  the  Indians”. 
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1725,  Dec.  28.  Vol.  I,  p  42  T  V:  Eight  pounds  were  voted  for  the  school  committee,  consisting  of  John 
Buell  and  three  others,  to  hire  a  school  master  for  one  half  of  the  year. 

1726,  Dec.  20.  P  45  Do:  Here  begins  a  second  tour  of  service  as  selectman  which  covers  a  term  of  12 
years  entailing  12  annual  elections. 

1729,  May  8.  Vol.  V,  p  689  G  A:  Having  served  as  Lieutenant  of  the  trainband  for  seven  years  now 
the  General  Assembly  commissions  Mr.  John  Buell  to  be  the  Captain;  and  for  a  lieutenant  they  give  him 
our  Jacob  Griswold. 

1729,  Dec.  29.  Vol.  I,  p  67  TV:  “  Voted  that  ye  school  right  be  leased  out  ....  for  999  year  ensew- 
ing  by  a  Comitte  chosen  to  improve  said  right.”  John  Buell  was  chairman  of  the  committee  of  three. 

1730,  May  14.  Vol.  V,  p  721  G  A:  Capt.  John  Buell  is  appointed  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  Hartford 
County  and  was  reappointed  16  times  up  to  May  1745  -  within  one  year  of  his  death  at  75. 

1731,  May  13.  Vol.  VI,  p  48  G  A:  The  Gen’l  Assembly  appoints  Capt.  John  Buell  on  committee  of  three 
to  lay  out  five  towns  north  of  Litchfield,  eastward  of  the  Ousatunnuck  river.  Their  report  was  approved 
at  the  October  session.  While  Litchfield  was  thus  “spreading  out”,  an  effort  was  being  made  by  M. 
Verendrye,  French-Canadian  trader  with  the  Indians,  to  reach  the  Pacific  overland.  He  hardly  succeeded 
but  steadily  pressing  westward  two  of  his  sons  had  the  joy  on  January  1,  1743  of  finding  themselves  in 
front  of  the  great  range  of  the  Rocky  Mountains,  sixty  years  in  advance  of  the  discovery  of  this  mighty 
mountain  system  by  the  American  explorers  Lewis  and  Clarke. 

1738,  Sept.  27.  P  61  L  Hist  (1859) :  The  town  of  Goshen  was  organized  at  home  of  Dea.  John  Buell  in 
West  street,  he  being  elected  moderator  of  the  meeting. 

1738,  Dec.  12.  Vol.  I,  p  67  T  V:  Capt.  Buell  was  chosen  Town  Treasurer  and  he  was  re-elected  to  this 
office  for  a  total  of  thirteen  years.  A  grandson  Samuel  Buell  was  elected  to  the  same  office  in  1811  and 
held  it  for  25  years. 

1740,  May  8.  Vol.  VII,  p  18  G  A:  Capt.  John  Buell  is  named  Chairman  of  a  committee  of  three  by  the 
General  Assembly  to  select  a  site  for  a  meeting  house  in  Kent,  and  report  to  the  Assembly  in  October  next. 

1740,  Oct.  9.  P  39  Do:  Capt.  John  Buel  represented  Litchfield  in  person  as  Deputy  at  the  General 
Assembly  Meeting  today  at  New  Haven;  also  on  Nov.  26,  1740  and  on  May  14,  1741. 

1740/41,  Winter.  P  70  L  Hist  (1859):  A  man  from  Cornwall  came  to  him  to  buy  some  grain.  The 
Deacon  asked  if  he  had  the  money  to  pay  for  it  and  upon  his  answering  yes,  he  directed  him  to  a  neighbor 
saying,  “There  is  a  man  who  will  let  you  have  it  for  your  money;  I  have  some  to  spare  but  must  keep  it 
for  those  who  have  no  money.” 

1744,  Dec.  11.  Vol.  I,  p  77  TV:  “Voted  also  to  choose  a  committee  to  treat  with  Mr.  Collins  about  the 
present  difficulty  respecting  his  salary  (which  the  meeting  refused)  and  absence  from  the  work  of  the 
ministry”,  and  Capt.  John  Buell  et  al  were  appointed  such  committee. 

1745,  May  28.  Vol.  VII,  p  309  G  A:  John  Buell  is  one  of  three  to  report  a  survey  of  the  town  of  Canaan. 
The  Legislature  then  orders  that  a  patent  to  the  town  be  signed  by  the  governor  and  delivered  to  the 
proprietors. 

1745,  Jan’y  16.  Vol.  I,  p  17  P  Ct:  “  In  the  Name  of  God  Amen  I  John  Buell  of  Litchfield  though  now 
under  some  Indisposition  of  Body  but  of  perfect  Mind  and  Memory  and  Knowing  that  it  is  appointed  for 
all  Men  once  to  die  and  that  my  body  is  mortal,  the  consideration  of  which  moves  me  to  make  and  ordain 
this  my  last  Will  and  Testament.  That  is  to  say  principally  and  first  I  give  and  recommend  my  soul  into 
the  Hand  of  God  that  gave  it  and  my  Body  to  the  Earth  to  be  buried  in  decent  Christian  Manner  at  the 
Discretion  of  my  Executors  nothing  doubting  but  at  the  Resurrection  I  shall  receive  the  same  by  the 
mighty  Power  of  God,  and  touching  such  worldly  Estate  as  God  in  his  Providence  hath  favoured  me  with 
in  this  Life  my  funeral  Charges  and  all  other  my  just  Debts  being  paid  and  answered  I  Give  Demise  and 
Bequeath.  Imprimis  I  Give  and  Bequeath  unto  my  dear  and  loving  wife  Mary  one  third  part  of  my 
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moveable  Estate  or  the  value  of  it  as  hereafter  exprest  to  be  at  her  dispose  and  also  one  third  of  my  real 
Estate  to  be  at  her  Dispose  during  her  natural  Life.  And  it  is  my  will  that  my  sd  wife  shall  have  the  use 
of  any  House  or  part  of  any  House  of  mine  that  she  shall  choose  during  her  Life  Time.  Item  I  Give  and 
Bequeath  unto  my  son  John  Buell  of  Lebanon  in  Windom  County  all  my  lands  lying  in  sd  Lebanon  and 
also  one  of  my  hundred  acres  in  Litchfield  called  and  known  bv  ye  name  of  West  Hundred  or  West  Divi- 
sion  in  Litchfield  to  Him  and  his  Heirs  forever.  Item  I  Give  and  Bequeath  unto  my  four  younger  sons 
namely  unto  Peter  Buell,  Ebenezer  Buell,  Solomon  Buell  and  Jonathan  Buell  all  my  Lands  lying  and 
being  in  the  Bounds  of  Litchfield  and  Goshen  that  I  have  not  disposed  of  other  ways  in  my  Life  Time  to 
them  my  four  sons  above  sd  and  their  Heirs  for  ever  to  be  divided  equally  to  each  of  them  computed  with 
what  I  have  already  given  them.  And  also  I  Give  unto  my  four  sons  viz  Peter,  Ebenezer,  Solomon  and 
Jonathan  my  Corn  Mill  and  also  all  my  Housing  and  Tools  for  Husbandry  or  any  handy  Craft  they 
rendering  unto  their  Mother  as  abovesd.  And  it  is  my  will  that  my  two  sons  viz:  Ebenezer  Buell  and 
Jonathan  Buell  shall  have  my  Saw  Mill  and  I  do  Give  and  Bequeath  sd  Saw  Mill  unto  my  sd  two  sons 
Ebenezer  and  Jonathan  with  the  Benefit  of  passing  and  repassing  to  sd  Mill  with  convenient  Room  for 
laying  Timber  to  Have  and  to  Hold  in  equal  proportion.  And  further  it  is  my  will  that  my  four  sons  pay 
to  my  six  Daughters  to  each  of  them  £20  to  them  or  their  Heirs  in  Money  of  that  we  call  old  tenor  Bills 
of  Credit  viz:  to  Mary,  Abigail,  Hannah,  Deborah,  Elizabeth  &  Rachel  and  to  the  two  Daughters  of  my 
Daughter  Lois  £10  to  each  of  them.  And  it  is  my  will  that  my  six  Daughters  or  their  Heirs  above  men¬ 
tioned  shall  with  my  two  Grand  Daughters  above  sd  shall  have  all  my  moveable  Estate  that  is  not  above 
disposed  of  in  equal  Proportion  computed  with  what  I  have  given  to  them  in  my  Life  Time  as  may  appear 
by  their  Receipts  or  my  account.  And  further  I  do  make  Constitute  and  appoint  Mary  my  dear  and  loving 
wife  Executrix  and  my  son  John  Buell  of  Lebanon  abovesd  and  my  son  Peter  Buell  of  sd  Litchfield  to 
be  executors  with  my  sd  wife  to  execute  this  my  last  Will  &  Testament  ratifying  this  to  be  my  last  Will 
and  Testament. 

Witness:  John  Colender  John  Buell  and  seal” 

James  Kilborn,  Silas  Richman 

1745/6,  Feb’y  11.  Vol.  I,  p  79  T  V:  Capt.  Jno  Buell  was  chosen  moderator  of  the  town  meeting  called 
today,  less  than  two  months  before  his  death.  Since  the  beginning  of  the  town  he  had  been  repeatedly 
called  to  this  place  of  honor. 

1746,  Apl.  3.  GSR:  At  the  age  of  75  Dea.  John  Buell  dies  at  home  in  Litchfield.  Burial  was  in  the  West 
Burying  Ground  where  a  monument  stands  to  his  memory  with  inscription  as  follows:  “Here  lies  Interr’d  | 
the  Body  of  Capt  John  Buel,  Esqr  who  |  served  in  the  Office  |  of  a  Deacon  of  the  Church  in  Litchfield  | 
and  Departed  this  |  Life  April  the  3rd  1746  |  in  the  75th  year  |  of  his  age”  | 

In  the  inventory  which  follows,  no  real  estate  appears,  none  being  of  record.  The  land  and  buildings 
would  surely  have  more  than  doubled  the  total  of  £1,729. 

1746,  Aug.  28.  Vol.  I,  p  19  P  Ct:  “The  Executors  of  the  last  Will  of  John  Buell  Esqr,  dec’d,  exibited 
to  the  sd  Court  an  Inventory  of  the  Estate  of  the  sd  Dec’d  which  Inventory  is  by  this  Court  approved 
and  ordered  to  be  recorded  &  kept  on  File: 


1  Negro  Man  named  Martin  £200;  1  Negro  Woman'named  Rose  £60 . £260-00-00 

1  Black  Horse  £65;  1  old  Mare  £30;  1  old  Horse  £20;  young  Mare  £25,  Young  Horse  £30  170-00-00 

2  oxen  £48,  2  oxen  £45,  An  old  Cow  &  Calf  £18,  Old  bughorned  Cow  £15-10,  brown  Cow  £17  143-10-00 

Chestnut  Colored  Cow  £16-10,  Broken  horn’d  Ditto  £17,  Whiteford  Heifer  £15-10  .  49-00-00 

Black  Cow  £17,  Pied  yearling  £6,  brindled  yearling  £5-10,  Black  yearling  £4-10  .  .  .  33-00-00 

Red  yearling  £4-10,  little  yearling  £4,  4  Calves  £6,  32  sheep,  13  lambs  £72-2-6  .  .  86-12-06 

2  Steers  £37,  Strait  Homed  Cow  £17,  White  Tailed  Heifer  £14-5,  Red  Heifer  £15  .  83-05-00 

Brown  Heifer  £12-10,  1  Bull  £8-10,  Brown  Whitetailed  Heifer  £8-10,  black  pied  Heifer  £7-10  .  37-00-00 

1  brown  two  yr  old  £6-10,  6  Swine  £27-10,  2  Hives  Bees  £6,  Feather  Bed,  Bolster  &  Pillow  £12-10  52-10-00 

1  Black  Cow  £15,  Red  Ditto  £15,  1  Pied  Ditto  £15,  1  White  faced  ditto  £15  .  .  .  60-00-00 

1  Tramel  12s,  2  Oxen  £48,  2^  Bush  Barley  25s,  23  Pld  Acers  at  Jno  Agards  £27  .  .  .  76-17-00 

600  Pine  Boards  48s,  2  Oxen  at  Grimes  £32,  150  Cedar  Rails  42s . 36-10-00 


:  1  I. 
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1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 


5. 

6. 


7. 


8. 


9. 


10. 

11. 


12. 

13. 


Cash  £16-4-7,  Cider  Mill  60s,  In  Silver  Money  64s,  1  Hay  Knife  7s  .  .  .  £  22-15-07 

1  Gold  Chain  with  a  Piece  of  Gold  £20,  1  Small  Harrow  30s,  1  brass  pistol  10s  .  .  .  22-00-00 

Pilgrims  Progress  8s,  Ebenr  Buell’s  note  £41,  wheat  &  Rye  by  ye  Mill  60s  ....  44-08-00 

Money  45s,  Cattle  &  Hay  &  Gras  at  Waterbury  River  £68-15,  2  Hats  34s  ....  72-1400 

88  other  lines  of  household  and  farm  items  (no  real  estate  included)  .....  479-1603 


CHILDREN 


Total  £1,729-17-16” 


(first  five  bom  at  Killingworth;  next  seven  born  at  Lebanon;  last  one  born  at  Litchfield) 

MARY  b.  Dec.  11, 1696;  m.  Oct.  29,  1712,  Gershom  Hinckley;  she  d.  Feb’y  22,  1774,  £E  78  he  d.  Nov.  24,  1774  14  ch 
They  lived  in  Lebanon,  Conn. 

JOHN  b.  Feb’y  1,  1698/9;  m.  May  19,  1726,  Freedom  Strong  9  ch 

He  was  bp.  at  Lebanon  in  1727,  and  lived  and  died  there.  His  wife  too  was  born  and  died  there.  She  and  the 
two  Strongs  below  were  brethren. 

ISAAC  b.  Mch.  27,  1701;  d.  young 

ABIGAIL  b.  Mch.  26,  1702;  in.  Jan’y  16,  1718,  Stephen  Strong;  she  d.  Oct.  24,  1783,  ae  86  he  d.  Feb’y  2,  12  ch 
1785,  x  94 

They  lived  at  Lebanon.  Five  of  their  children  died  of  "black  throat”  within  ten  days  of  each  other.  They 
are  ancestors  of  5  famous  missionary  brothers:  Rev.  Luther  H.  Gulick,  A.B.C.F.M;  Rev.  Othniel  H.  Gulick, 

Japan;  Rev.  John  T.  Gulick,  Japan;  Rev.  William  H.  Gulick,  Japan;  Rev.  Thomas  L.  Gulick,  Spain. 

HANNAH  b.  Dec.  7,  1703;  m.  Dec.  8,  1726,  Joseph  Waller;  she  d.  bef.  1758  he  d. 

He  was  from  Woodbury,  Ct. 

LOIS  b.  Mch.  12,  1706;  m.  Jan’y  16, 1723,  Supply  Strong;  she  d.  Apl.  26,  1730,  x  26  he  d.  Nov.  26,  1786,  x  90  4  ch 

He  was  a  founder  and  owner  at  first  of  one  eighth  of  Litchfield.  He  m.  (2)  Anne  Strong  of  Windsor.  They 
had  4  children  and  she  d.  May  25,  1783,  x  75.  4  ch 

DEBORAH  b.  Jan’y  24,  1708;  m.  Nov.  1725,  Col.  Ebenezer  Marsh;  she  d.  July  30,  1784,  x  76  he  d.  Apl.  18,  12  ch 
1773,  a:  72 

Both  have  G  S  R  in  East  Cem.,  Litchfield.  Their  daughter  Mary  was  mother  of  Gov.  Seymour  of  New  York 
and  Judge  Seymour  of  Litchfield. 

CAPT.  &  DEA.  PETER  b.  May  22,  1710;  m.  (1)  Dec.  18,  1734,  Avis  Collins;  he  d.  May  4,  1784,  x  74  she  d.  7  ch 
Nov.  1, 1754,  ae  41 

He  m.  (2)  Jan’y  6,  1756,  Hannah  Steele,  who  d.  Jan’y  15,  1764,  a:  42.  He  m.  (3)  Jan’y  12,  1766,  Abigail 
Catlin.  First  wife  was  granddaughter  of  our  William  Chittenden  of  Guilford.  They  lived  in  Litchfield.  At 
his  funeral  discourse  the  Rev.  Judah  Champion  sobbed  out:  “My  deacon's  dead!  my  deacon’s  dead!" 

EBENEZER  b.  Mch.  16,  1713;  m.  (1)  Oct.  19,  1736,  Dorothy  Gillett;  he  d.  Feb’y  25,  1801,  x  88  she  d.  11  ch 
June  24,  1767,  x  57 

He  m.  (2)  Jan’y  5,  1768  Wid.  Ruth  (Lewis)  Davis  who  d.  Sept.  19,  1796,  x  67.  At  80  years  of  age  he  rode  2  ch 
60  miles  from  Litchfield  to  Lebanon  and  returned  next  day.  All  have  G  S  R  in  West  Cemetery. 

CAPT.  SOLOMON  b.  Aug.  3,  1715;  m.  Jan’y  19,  1737/8,  Eunice  Griswold  (see  below) 

CAPT.  JONATHAN  b.  Dec.  13,  1717;  m.  Dec.  10,  1741,  Lydia  Landon;  he  d.  Aug.  20,  17%,  x  79  she  d.  10  ch 
Jan’y  12,  1812,  as  a  90 

They  lived  in  Goshen,  Conn.,  “and  were  exemplary  in  their  lives.”  Their  granddaughter  married  Gen.  John 
Sedgwick. 

ELIZABETH  b.  Apl.  27,  1720;  m.  Mch.  29,  1739,  Ezra  Plumb;  she  d.  he  d.  1787 

RACHAEL  b.  May  22,  1723;  m.  Dec.  6,  1738,  Capt.  Thomas  Grant;  she  d.  he  d.  Aug.  16,  1753,  ae  43  4  ch 

They  lived  in  Litchfield  where  he  has  G  S  R  in  West  Cem. 


CAPT.  SOLOMON  BUELL  b.  Aug.  30,  1715 

EUNICE  GRISWOLD  m.  (1)  Jan’y  19,  1737/8 
b.  Mch.  21,  1720/21  Eunice  Griswold 

d.  Aug.  7,  1771  m.  (2)  after  1771 

ae  50  Wid.  Jerusha  Gillett 

he  d.  Mch.  22,  1795,  zt  80 

1720/21,  Mch.  23.  Vol.  I,  p  15  B  M  D:  “Eunus 


1715,  Aug.  3.  P  149  Early  Lebanon  (1880): 
“Solomon  Buel  son  of  John  &  Mary”  is  born  this 
day  at  Lebanon,  Conn.,  being  the  10th  of  13  chil¬ 
dren.  When  five  days  old  he  was  baptized  and 
when  about  five  years  old  he  was  taken  from 
Lebanon  to  Litchfield  with  the  family. 

1737/8,  Jan’y  19.  Vol.  I,  p  87  B  M  D:  “Solo- 
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Griswold  Dafter  to  Jacub  Griswold  and  Comfort 
his  wife  was  borne  the  23J  day  of  March  In  1721 
(said  to  be  the  first  child  born  in  Litchfield).” 
Eunice  Griswold  was  the  first  of  four  children,  all 
born  at  Litchfield.  Eunice  holds  the  distinction  of 
being  in  fact  the  first  white  child  born  there,  the 
fact  being  engraved  upon  her  tombstone  as  well 
as  in  the  town  vital  records.  Two  months  before 
her  18th  birthday  she  was  married. 

1768,  June  22.  Vol.  Ill,  p  23  P  Ct:  “I  give  to 
my  three  Daughters,”  says  her  father  in  his  will, 
“viz  to  Eunice  the  wife  of  Capt.  Solomon  Buell” 
and  the  heirs  of  the  other  two  dec’d,  “all  my 
moveable  Estate  excepting  what  I  have  already 
given  away  to  my  son  Elijah.” 

1771,  Aug.  7.  GSR:  Eunice  Buell  lived  for  50 
years  in  Litchfield  and  then  died.  She  was  buried 
in  the  West  Cemetery  beside  her  husband  where 
a  stone  marks  her  grave.  Her  death  is  not  re* 
corded  in  the  vital  records  of  the  town.  A  picture 
of  the  gravestone  is  shown  at  p  184  of  “Litchfield 
Gravestone  Inscriptions”.  It  reads:  “Here  lies 
the  Body  |  of  Mrs  Eunice  wife  |  of  Capt.  Solomon  | 
Buell  she  Departed  |  this  life  Aug.  7th  |  1771  in  the 
51st  year  of  her  Age  |  she  was  the  first  English 
person  ever  |  Born  in  Litchfield”  | 


mon  Buel  &  Eunice  Griswold  were  joyned  to- 
gether  in  marriage  By  ye  Reverand  Mr.  Timothy 
Colens  January  ye  19th  1737/8.”  Solomon  is  now 
23  and  he  takes  the  18  year  old  Eunice  Griswold 
to  wife.  The  wedding  was  at  Litchfield,  where 
both  lived,  being  children  of  two  of  the  founders 
of  the  place. 

1740,  June  9.  Vol.  I,  p  201  L  R:  Joseph  Birge 
sells  to  Solomon  Buell  land  in  Litchfield.  This  is 
the  first  land  record  of  Solomon  as  grantee.  From 
this  date  down  to  May  14,  1792,  there  are  in  Vol.  I 
index  no  less  than  66  references  to  him  as  land 
grantee.  In  the  grantor  index  down  to  Nov.  1, 
1794,  when  he  gave  deed  to  grandson  Ozias  Buell 
[Vol.  16,  p  204],  there  are  68  references  to  him  as 
grantor,  thus  showing  that  he  was,  unlike  his 
father,  a  constant  trader  in  real  estate. 

1745/6,  Jan’y  16.  “I  give,”  says  his  father  in 
his  will,  “unto  my  four  younger  sons  Peter, 
Ebenezer,  Solomon  and  Jonathan  all  my  Lands 
lying  in  Litchfield  and  Goshen”  and  also  “my 
Corn  Mill  and  also  all  my  Housing  and  Tools  for 
Husbandry  or  any  handy  Craft.”  .... 

1746,  Dec.  9.  Vol.  I,  p  79  T  V:  Solomon  Buell 
is  chosen  Surveyor  of  highways. 


—  1751,  Dec.  10.  P  84  Do:  Solomon  Buell  is  now 

chosen  a  grand  juror,  which  office  he  held  for  two  years. 

1755,  Sept.  8.  Vol.  IX,  p  63  C  H  S:  “Sollomon  BewiI”  is  one  of  Capt.  Jonathan  Pettibone’s  Ninth 
Company  in  the  Fourth  Regiment  enlisted  for  the  1755  campaign  against  the  French.  He  was  discharged 
Dec.  2d  following,  only  a  very  few  serving  longer  on  that  particular  detail. 

1756,  May  13.  Vol.  VIII,  p  376  G  A:  “This  Assembly  do  establish  and  confirm  Mr.  Solomon  Buell,  to 
be  Captain  of  the  1st  Company  or  trainband  in  the  town  of  Litchfield,  and  order  that  he  be  commissioned 
accordingly.” 

1756,  Dec.  14.  Vol.  I,  p  91  T  V:  Capt.  Solomon  Buell  was  elected  selectman,  the  first  of , three  terms 
in  this  important  office. 

1757,  Aug.  Vol.  7,  No.  29  Rev.  War:  The  following  entry  shows  another  part  of  the  service  of  Capt. 
Solomon  Buell  of  Litchfield  in  the  French  and  Indian  War.  He  is  listed  at  the  head  of  his  Company  of 
100  men  who  were  in  service  for  this  detail  for  17  days.  The  muster  roll  is  given  under  this  heading: 

A  Muster  Roll  of  a  Company  of  Militia  under  command  of  Capt.  Solomon  Buel  on  ye  Alarum  for  Re- 
lief  of  Fort  Wm  Henry  Aug  1757.”  Fort  William  Henry  was  at  the  lower  end  of  Lake  George  where  Cald¬ 
well  is  now. 


1757/8,  Feb’y  22.  Vol.  I,  p  41  T  V:  Capt.  Solomon  Buell  is  one  of  a  committee  of  three  “to  remove 
Encroachments  from  Highways  &  undivided  Lands.” 

1758,  Nov.  16.  Solomon  Buell,  now  43,  and  his  brother  Peter,  are  named  executors  in  the  will  of  their 
mother. 


1764,  Dec.  18.  Vol.  I,  p  103  T  V:  Solomon  Buell  was  elected  a  lister  or  rate  maker,  holding  the  office 
for  two  years.  This  was  the  year  of  the  obnoxious  stamp  taxes  proposed  by  the  government  of  King 
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George  III,  “a  very  obstinate  young  man,”  now  in  his  4th  year  on  the  throne.  Of  these  Franklin  wrote 
from  London:  ‘‘The  sun  of  liberty  is  set;  you  must  light  up  the  candles  of  industry  and  economy  ”  .  .  .  . 
"We  shall  light  up  torches  of  quite  another  kind”  was  the  reply.  Here  is  question  36  in  Franklin’s  ex¬ 
amination  before  the  House  of  Commons  on  the  matter  of  the  stamp  tax:  “36.  Q.  What  was  the  temper 
of  America  towards  Great  Britain  before  the  year  1763?”  Ans.  “The  best  in  the  world.  They  submitted 
willingly  to  the  government  of  the  Crown,  and  paid,  in  their  courts,  obedience  to  the  acts  of  Parliament. 
Numerous  as  the  people  are  in  the  several  old  provinces,  they  cost  you  nothing  in  forts,  citadels,  garrisons, 
or  armies,  to  keep  them  in  subjection.  They  were  governed  by  this  country  at  the  expense  only  of  a  little 
pen,  ink,  and  paper;  they  were  led  by  a  thread.  They  had  not  only  a  respect,  but  an  affection  for  Great 
Britain;  for  its  laws,  its  customs  and  manners,  and  even  a  fondness  for  its  fashions,  that  greatly  increased 
the  commerce.  Natives  of  Britain  were  always  treated  with  particular  regard;  to  be  an  Old-England  man 
was  of  itself  a  character  of  some  respect,  and  gave  a  kind  of  rank  among  us.”  37.  Q.  “And  what  is  their 
temper  now?”  Ans.  “Oh,  very  much  altered.” 

1765,  Dec.  17.  P  105  Do:  Capt.  Solomon  Buell  is  chosen  a  Lister. 

1767,  Dec.  8.  P  108  Do:  “Capt.  Solomon  Buell  was  chosen  a  Fence  viewer  and  sworn.” 

1768,  Dec.  13.  P  110  Do:  “Capt.  Solomon  Buell  is  chosen  a  Surveyor  of  Highways.”  He  was  chosen 
also  at  the  same  meeting  a  Tythingman. 

1771,  May.  Vol.  XXXVII,  No.  21  la,  Rev.  War:  A  committee  of  the  General  Assembly  hold  a  hearing 
“att  the  Dwelling  House  of  Capt.  Solomon  Buel  in  Litchfield”  concerning  a  note  of  £100  given  in  pay¬ 
ment  for  a  negro  named  Peter. 

1771,  Aug.  7.  P  41  Residents  of  Litchfield  (1845):  The  death  today  of  wife  Eunice  breaks  a  tie  that  has 
held  for  32  years.  Solomon  is  now  56  and  all  but  one  of  the  children  are  married.  It  is  probable  that 
within  a  year  he  took  for  second  wife  the  widow  Jerusha  Jewett  Gillett  of  Sharon,  who  was  about  twenty 
years  his  junior,  and  who  had  six  minor  children  in  her  care.  She  was  widow  of  Charles  Gillett.  She  out¬ 
lived  Solomon  by  three  years  and  died  Oct.  30,  1798,  aged  63,  according  to  her  gravestone  at  Litchfield. 

1771,  Dec.  16.  Vol.  I,  p  116  T  V:  “Capt.  Solomon  Buell  is  chosen  grand  juror  for  the  year  ensuing.” 

1772/3,  Jan’y  1.  P  118  Do:  “Voted  to  excuse  Capt.  Solomon  Buell  from  paying  his  fine  for  not  taking 
the  Grand  Jurors  oath.” 

1780,  Aug.  23.  P  89  L  Hist  (1920):  When  Gen.  Washington  visited  Litchfield  for  the  first  time  Capt. 
Solomon  Buell  was  65  years  old.  His  campaigning  days  were  over,  and  hence  he  does  not  appear  in  any 
of  the  muster  rolls  of  the  Revolution;  but  the  next  item  shows  him  in  the  country’s  service  in  another 
capacity.  Washington  spent  the  night  here  and  left  next  day  for  West  Point,  Litchfield  being  on  the  stage 
line  between  Hartford  and  West  Point.  It  was  only  28  days  after  this  that  Maj.  Gen.  Benedict  Arnold, 
who  had  been  given  the  command  of  West  Point  earlier  in  the  year,  arranged  his  traitorous  meeting  with 
Major  John  Andre. 

1781,  Feb’y  7.  Vol.  17,  Pt  2,  No.  426  Revr  War:  “This  may  Certify  that  Mr  Solm  Buell  was  ordered  by 
Capt.  Nath11  Wales  to  go  to  Hartford  after  amunition  and  to  Conduct  the  same  to  Hors  Neck. 

(Signed)  EbeisT  Root  Leiut. 

“Recd  of  Pay  Table  Comtee  an  order  on  Treasurer  for  Six  pounds  eighteen  shillings  and  six  pence  in 
Bills  of  this  State  in  full  of  the  above  Acct.  Rec’d  in  behalf  of  sd  Buell. 

(signed)  Ebnr  Root.” 

1789,  May  9.  P  50  L  Hist  (1845) :  This  is  the  date  of  perhaps  the  earliest  temperance  society  pledge  in 
Connecticut  or  America.  It  pledged  total  abstinence  from  distilled  spirits  only,  the  common  timid  start 
towards  prohibition  in  the  beginnings  of  such  movements  wherever  started.  This  was  good  vision  however 
for  those  days  for  it  was  thirty  years  before  any  general  temperance  movement  started  in  America.  Solo¬ 
mon  Buell  was  one  of  35  to  sign.  Julius  Deming,  the  big  merchant,  signed  also.  It  is  a  glad  coincidence 
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to  be  writing  this,  130  years  later,  on  the  very  eve  of  the  almost  unanimous  acceptance  of  the  prohibition 
amendment  by  the  4S  states  of  the  Union  (ratified  by  36th  state  Jan’y  16,  1919). 

1794,  Oct.  11.  Vol.  VI,  p  9  P  Ct:  “In  the  Name  of  God  Amen,  I  Solomon  Buel  of  Litchfield  being  of 
sound  mind  and  memory,  under  great  indisposition  of  Body,  but  calling  to  mind  my  mortality,  knowing 
it  to  be  appointed  to  all  men  once  to  die,  do  make  and  ordain  this  my  last  Will  and  Testament  in  manner 
and  form  as  follows  (vizt): 

“Imprimis  I  will  and  bequeath  my  soul  to  God  who  gave  it,  and  my  Body  to  the  Earth  to  be  buried  in 
decent  Christian  Burial  at  the  discretion  of  my  Executors  hereafter  named,  not  doubting  but  I  shall 
receive  the  same  again  at  the  general  resurrection,  by  the  mighty  power  of  God.  And  as  touching  the 
worldly  Estate  wherewith  God  hath  blessed  me  in  this  life  I  give,  bequeath  and  devise  the  same  in  the 
following  manner  &  form. 

“First  of  all  I  give  to  my  beloved  Wife  Jerusha  the  use  and  improvement  of  my  Dwelling  Hoyse,  and 
thirty  Acres  of  land  whereon  my  said  dwelling  house  now  stands  during  her  natural  life.  Also  I  give  to 
my  said  beloved  Wife  all  the  personal  moveable  Estate  which  she  had  with  her  and  in  her  possession  at 
the  time  of  marrying  her,  and  also  the  one  half  of  my  house  hold  Goods  and  furniture,  and  two  Cows,  and 
one  riding  Horse  Kind  and  fifteen  Sheep,  and  also  sufficiency  of  fire  wood  off  and  from  my  land,  during 
the  time  she  shall  stand  in  need,  She  quitting  therefor  all  her  right  of  Dower  in  my  Estate,  my  said  Wife 
seeing  that  my  negro  Woman  Rose  be  provided  for  if  she  come  to  want. 

“  Item  I  give  to  my  oldest  son  Salmon  Buel  my  best  suit  of  Apparel,  &  my  walking  Cane  &  Staff. 

“I  give  &  devise  to  my  children  Salmon  Buel,  Dorcas,  Widowe  of  John  Canfield  Esq.,  deceased,  & 
the  Heirs  of  Ira  Buel  deceased,  James  Buell  &  Solomon  Buel,  all  the  rest  &  residue  of  my  Estate,  both 
real  and  personal,  to  be  equally  divided  between  them  excepting  the  remainder  of  the  land  of  my  home¬ 
stead  which  I  give  to  my  grand  son  Ezekiel  Buell,  when  he  shall  arrive  at  the  age  of  21  years,  the  land 
given  to  said  Ezekiel  lying  on  the  East  side  of  my  said  homestead. 

“And  I  do  hereby  nominate  constitute  and  appoint  Abraham  Bradley  Esq.,  Maj.  Moses  Seymour  &  my 
son  Salmon  Buel  to  be  Executers  of  this  my  last  Will. 

Witness:  Isaac  Baldwin  Solomon  Buell  &  seal” 

Samuel  Shethar,  Isaac  Thomson 

1795,  Mch.  22.  GSR:  Five  months  after  making  will  Capt.  Solomon  Buell  dies  at  home  in  Litchfield 
and  was  buried  in  West  Burying  Ground  with  stone  marking  the  spot  reading:  “Here  lies  the  |  Body  of 
Capt  Solomon  |  Buel  who  |  Departed  this  ]  life  March  the  22nd  1795,  in  the  |  80th  year  of  his  Age”  | 

1795,  May  8.  Vol.  VI,  p  34  P  Ct:  “An  Inventory  of  the  Estate  of  Captn  Solomon  Buel,  late  of  Litch¬ 


field,  deceased,  consisting  of  the  following  Articles,  Vizt: 

One  piece  of  Land  called  the  Straits,  9  acres  at  £5  per  acre  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  £  45-  0-  0 

One  piece  of  land  called  Pine  Island,  27  Acres  45s  p.  ac.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  60-15-  0 

One  do  of  12  Acres  West  side  of  Bantam  river,  East  branch  .......  36-  0-  0 

One  piece  of  land  called  Chestnut  Hill  lot,  41 %  Ac,  each  branch  of  Bantam  River  .  .  .  185-12-  6 

One  piece  of  13%  Ac  &  30  Rd  on  North  end  of  home  lot  of  Salmon  Buel  ....  66-  4-  3 

One  piece  of  23  Ac  in  Blue  Swamp  (so  called)  North  of  Widowe  Patience  Bud's  Dwelling  House  34-10-  0 
One  piece  of  25  Ac,  south  of  Joseph  Osborn's  House  in  Blue  Swamp  .....  75-  0-  0 

One  piece  of  16  Ac,  at  sd  swamp  near  Capt  Eli  Smith’s  Forge  ......  24-  0-  0 

One  piece  of  4%  ac,  in  sd  Swamp  near  Maj  David  Welch's  Dwelling  House  .  .  .  .  6-10-9 

One  piece  of  35  ac  lying  in  Goshen  ...........  15-15-  0 

One  piece  of  30  ac  in  the  home  lot,  given  to  the  Widowe  by  Will  .  .  .  .  .  450-  0-  0 

One  piece  of  13 Yi  ac,  the  bal.  of  the  home  lot,  given  to  Gd.  son  Ezekiel  by  Will  .  .  .  162-  0-  0 


£1,161-  7-  6 

Personal  Estate  as  per  Inventory  on  File  ..........  155-12-10 


Apprizers:  Elijah  Wadsworth,  Heber  Stone  £1,317-  0-  4" 


1795,  Dec.  1.  P  74  Do:  Moses  Seymour  one  of  the  executors  of  the  Will  of  Solomon  Buel  exhibited  an 
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account  of  the  Debts  due  from  the  Estate  which  amounted  to  £109-19-00  which  was  allowed.  Also  there 
was  “allowed  to  the  Widow  for  the  conveniency  and  support  of  herself  and  family  during  the  settlement 
of  the  estate,  the  sum  of  £16-15-00”. 

1796,  Apl.  4.  P  109  Do:  Moses  Seymour,  executor,  again  exhibited  an  account  of  Debts  due  from  said 
estate  which  amounted  as  above  to  the  sum  of  £109-15-0. 

At  the  same  Court  the  sd.  executor  exhibited  against  the  Estate  his  account  of  the  costs  of  execu¬ 
torship  which  amounted  to  £18-03-07  which  was  allowed.  It  appeared  also  that  the  legacies,  debts  and 
charges  exceeded  the  personal  estate  by  £36-14-5,  hence  the  Executors  were  empowed  to  sell  enough  real 
estate  to  make  it  up.  Also  Messieurs  Elijah  Wadsworth,  Heber  Stone  and  Nathaniel  Goodwin  were 
named  distributers. 

1796,  Oct.  25.  Vol.  VI,  p  164  P  Ct:  Salmon  Buel,  one  of  the  administrators  of  the  Estate  of  Solomon 
Buell,  exhibits  a  report  of  the  distribution  all  of  which  was  done  according  to  the  will.  It  takes  two  full 
pages  of  the  record,  the  land  being  described  in  greater  detail  than  in  the  will  or  inventory. 

1798,  Nov.  9.  Pp  304  &  6  Do:  The  Widow  Jerusha  Buell’s  estate  is  inventoried  at  £164-10-4  and  her 
heirs  appear  with  agreement  for  the  distribution  of  it. 

1799,  May  3.  P  353  Do:  The  Executors  of  the  Will  of  Capt.  Solomon  Buell  present  additional  amount 
of  debts  due  to  the  Estate  amounting  to  £34-09-00,  and  of  debts  due  from  said  Estate  of  £143-14-04.  Their 
adm.  account  amounted  to  £22-02-03,  which  was  allowed.  They  report  also  the  sale  of  20}  ^  acres  of  land 
for  the  sum  of  £30-10-09,  which  was  applied  to  the  payment  of  debts  and  same  was  allowed. 

1799,  May  15.  Item  from  the  Monitor  of  Litchfield:  “Rose,  age  54,  late  a  slave  to  Captain  Solomon 
Buel,  died  on  Monday  last.” 

1801,  Apl.  30.  Vol.  VII,  p  116  P  Ct:  Julius  Deming  Esq.,  et  al,  are  authorized  to  set  off  to  the  heirs  of 
Solomon  Buell  “  that  part  of  his  estate  which  was  assigned  to  his  Widow  in  dower  agreeably  to  the  will 
of  the  sd  Deceased  &  were  directed  to  report  their  doings  to  this  Court”.  They  reported  on  Jan’y  11, 
1802  in  a  full  page  of  the  record. 

CHILDREN 

(all  born  at  Litchfield) 

1.  SALMON  b.  Oct.  14,  1739;  m.  1760,  Margaret  Catlin;  he  d.  Dec.  1 1,  1S1 1,  a:  72  she  d.  Dec.  18,  1812,  x  71  10  ch 

He  was  a  soldier  in  the  Revolution  and  was  allowed  £60  for  having  one  thigh  broken  by  a  ball  and  the  other 
shot  through  by  the  same  ball,  which  wounds  were  received  at  Wilton,  Conn.,  Apl.,  1777  in  the  Danbury  alarm. 

Both  have  G  S  R  in  West  Ccm.,  Litchfield.  A  Capt.  Salmon  Buell  d.  Jan’y  3,  1868  at  Litchfield,  x  100  yrs., 

6  mos.,  24  days. 

2.  DORCAS  b.  July  14,  1742;  m.  1769,  Hon.  John  Canfield;  she  d.  Dec.  25,  1812,  a:  70  he  d.  Oct.  26,  1786,  a;  46  8  ch 

They  moved  to  Sharon  about  1770;  he  was  the  first  lawyer  of  Sharon;  graduate  of  Yale  1762.  He  was  in  legis¬ 
lature  for  10  sessions;  was  elected  to  the  13th  Continental  Congress,  but  died  two  weeks  before  it  assembled. 

He  was  a  sincere  humble  Christian.  His  death  was  greatly  lamented  by  both  family  and  country.  Hon.  John  C. 
Spencer,  Sec’y  of  War,  was  a  grandson. 

3.  IRA  b.  Feb’y  20,  1744/5;  m.  Jan’y  29,  1767,  Prudence  Deming  (see  below) 

4.  CAPT.  SOLOMON  b.  Jan’y  7,  1748;  m.  a  1774,  Widow  Mary  Catlin  8  ch 

In  Dec.  1780,  says  the  G  A  record,  "this  Assembly  do  establish  Solomon  Bewell  to  be  Captain  of  the  first 
company  of  alarm  list  in  the  18th  regiment  of  this  State.” 

5.  JAMES  b.  a  1750;  m.  a  1770,  Ascenath  Woodruff  3  ch 

They  lived  in  Litchfield.  Following  his  death  she  m.  (2)  Josiah  Grant  of  Poultney,  Vt.,  and  had  son  Chauncey 
Grant. 


IRA  BUELL  b.  Feb’y  20,  1744/5 

PRUDENCE  DEMING  m.  Jan’y  29,  1767 
b.  May  18,  1741  d.  Mch.  4,  1778 

d.  Oct.  30,  1828,  ae  87  ae  34 

1741,  May  18.  P  60  Deming  Gen  (1904):  Pru- 


1744/5,  Feb’y  20.  Vol.  I,  p  86  B  M  D,  Litch¬ 
field:  “Ira  son  of  Solomon  and  Eunice  Buell  was 
born  February  20th,  1744  5.”  He  was  the  first 
Buell  by  the  name  of  Ira  so  far  as  we  know. 

1767,  Jan'y  29.  P  86  Do:  “  Ira  Buell  and  Pru- 
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dence  Deming  was  born  at  North  Lyme,  Ct.  She 
was  the  oldest  in  a  family  of  seven  children.  She 
was  sister  of  Julius  Deming,  Litchfield’s  greatest 
merchant  of  all  time,  who  sent  his  own  ships  to 
search  the  Orient  for  goods  worthy  of  his  emporium. 

1778,  Apl.  13.  Prudence  Buell  is  named  by  the 
Court  as  executor  of  her  husband’s  estate.  This 
was  a  recognition  of  business  ability  and  she  put 
it  to  immediate  use  in  continuing  the  hotel  which 
her  husband  had  started.  Fifteen  years  later  she 
was  still  conducting  it  successfully  with  the  aid  of 
v  her  daughter  Mehitable  (or  Hetty)  when  Nathan 
Bassett  came  along  to  win  the  daughter’s  heart. 
After  Hetty’s  marriage  in  1794,  one  report  has  it, 
Prudence  went  to  Watertown,  Ct.,  to  live;  but  if 
so  she  soon  returned  to  Milton  and  set  up  an 
establishment  as  shown  by  the  following  record. 

1789,  Dec.  7.  Vol.  I,  of  Earmarks:  “Prudence 
Buell  a  crop  off  the  Left  Ear  &  two  Nicks  or  slits 
in  the  same  slanting  toward  the  centre  of  the  Ear.” 

1798,  Aug.  19.  P  12  C  R,  lOOdth  Anni:  Pru- 
dence  (Deming)  Buell  is  among  the  24  charter 
members  of  the  Milton  Church  which  was  organ' 
ized  this  date.  Her  mother  Mehitable  Champion 
Deming  joins  with  her,  having  moved  from  Lyme 
apparently  to  live  with  her  daughter,  the  father 
David  Deming  having  died  in  1781. 

1828,  Oct.  30.  GSR:  At  the  ripe  age  of  87 
years  Prudence  Buell  passes  to  her  reward,  having 
lived  for  50  years  after  her  husband’s  demise.  She 
died  at  Milton  at  the  house  of  her  daughter 
Mehitable  Bassett  and  was  buried  on  the  Bassett 
plot  in  the  old  Milton  Cemetery,  where  a  monu¬ 
ment  marks  the  grave  reading  thus:  “In  '  Memory 
of  |  Prudence  relict  j  of  Ira  Buell  j  who  died  |  Oct. 
30,  1828  |  in  the  88  year  |  of  her  age  j 


dence  Deming  were  married  January  29,  1767  by 
Revd  Stephen  Johnson  Minister  at  Lyme.”  Lyme 
was  over  60  miles  from  Litchfield  by  road  and  we 
wonder  how  the  match  came  to  pass.  Ira  was  22, 
and  four  years  younger  than  Prudence,  a  circum¬ 
stance  very  unusual  in  this  book.  This  was  nine 
years  before  the  Declaration  of  Independence  but 
troublous  times  were  beginning.  The  Stamp  Act 
had  been  passed  and  repealed.  This  year,  however, 
Parliament  imposes  a  tax  on  tea,  glass  and  paper; 
passes  an  act  for  quartering  troops  in  Massachu¬ 
setts  and  establishes  a  custom  house  in  Boston. 
When  the  Revolution  broke  out,  Ira  Buell,  like 
his  two  brothers,  would  probably  have  been  a 
soldier,  had  he  not  sickened  and  died  early  in  the 
struggle.  Mrs.  Mary  Bassette  Mumford  says  that 
Ira  Buell  owned  and  ran  the  public  hotel  at  Mil¬ 
ton,  but  we  could  find  no  reference  to  this  in  the 
public  records  at  Litchfield.  His  dwelling,  erected 
on  the  plot  below,  was  an  expensive  one  for  those 
days,  as  were  the  furnishings  also,  and  could  well 
have  served  as  an  attractive  hostelry. 

1768,  Nov.  24.  Vol.  VII,  p  37  L  R:  Solomon 
Buell  gives  to  son  Ira  “for  the  material  affection, 
love  and  good  will  I  have  for  my  son”  50  acres  in 
the  Western  part  of  Litchfield  on  the  Cornwall 
road.  This  appears  in  Ira’s  inventory  as  worth 
£270. 

1768,  Dec.  30.  Vol.  I,  p  111  T  V:  “  Ira  Buell  is 
chosen”  one  of  14  “Surveyors  of  Highways.” 

1769,  Jan’y  28.  Vol.  VII,  p  301  L  R:  Ira  Buell 
gives  a  Q.  C.  deed  to  Justus  Gibbs  for  £10  on  %  of 
one  acre  in  N  W  part  of  Litchfield. 

1771,  Jan’y  7.  Pp  263  &  270  Do:  Ira  Buell 
makes  exchange  with  Jehiel  Parmalee  giving  one 
acre  on  one  side  for  land  on  the  west  side  of  his 
own  land. 


1772,  Nov.  18.  Vol.  VIII,  pp  418-9  L  R:  “Execution:  whereas  on  July  7,  1772,  Ira  Buell  secured 
judgment  against  Turhand  Barnes  for  £l-14s-9d  +  6s  cost  of  Court,”  the  Court  delivered  Turhand 
Barnes  to  prison  until  Nov.  21,  1772  when  a  part  of  Turhand  Barnes’  land  appraised  at  £2-15-9  is  set  over 
to  Ira  Buell  in  full  satisfaction  of  above  claim. 

1774,  Dec.  6.  Vol.  I,  p  127  TV:  Ira  Buell  is  one  of  eight  Tythingmen  to  be  chosen. 

1775,  Aug.  12.  Vol.  Ill,  pt  2  No.  326,  Revolutionary  War  Rec:  “Litchfield.  Rec’d  of  Abra  Bradley  the 
within  mention  Gun  for  the  Colony’s. 

(signed)  Lemuel  Gibbs,  Leift  in  Capt.  Tuttle’s  Company. 

“Pay  the  Contents  to  Jedediah  Strong  for  value  rec’d  of  him  16  Feb’y  1776. 

Endorsed:  “Ira  Buell  50s  16lh  Feby. 


Ira  Buell” 
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1778,  Mch.  4.  GSR:  At  age  of  only  33  Ira  Buell  dies  intestate  at  home  in  Litchfield.  He  had  been 
married  but  eleven  years.  He  is  buried  on  the  family  plot  (with  Bassetts)  in  Milton  cemetery  as  is  his 
wife  also.  His  death  is  not  recorded  in  the  town  books  but  it  is  on  the  monument  as  follows:  “  In  I  Mem¬ 
ory  of  |  Ira  Buell  |  who  died  |  March  4,  1778  |  in  the  34  year  |  of  his  age”  | 

1778,  Apl.  13.  Vol.  Ill,  p  472  P  Ct:  ‘‘Administration  of  the  Estate  of  Ira  Buell  late  of  Litchfield, 
deceased,  was  granted  to  Prudence  Buell  of  Litchfield  who  with  Captain  Solomon  Buell  of  Litchfield  be¬ 
came  bound  in  a  Bond  of  Three  hundred  Pounds  £  money  for  faithful  performance  of  said  Trust.” 

1778,  Oct.  7.  P  513  Do:  “An  Inventory  of  the  Estate  of  Ira  Buell  late  of  Litchfield  deceased  was 
accepted  and  ordered  to  be  recorded : 


Dwelling  House 

The  Bam  .  .  .  . 

Fifty  Acres  of  Land  appraised  at 
The  personal  Estate  amounts  to 

Appraizers:  Amos  Barns 

Elijah  Bushnell 


£245-00-00 
31-00-00 
270-00-00 
246-11-  3 


£792-11-  3” 


1799,  Apl.  27.  Vol.  19,  p  44  L  R:  Heirs  of  Ira  Buell  (Philo  Swift  and  Eunice  Swift  wife  of  Sharon; 
Moses  Lyman  and  Elizabeth  Lyman  wife  of  Goshen;  Nathan  Bassett  and  Mehitable  Bassett  of  Litch¬ 
field)  give  to  Thomas  Trowbridge  and  Tobias  Cleaver  Q.  C.  deed  for  £108  to  30  acres  of  land  being  left 

by  Capt.  Solomon  Buell  and  wife  Jerusha  during  life,  "there  being  one-fifth  undivided  part  of  said  land 
belonging  to  us”. 


CHILDREN 

(all  born  at  Litchfield,  Ct.,  per  Champion  Genealogy  p  272;  they  do  not  appear  in  the  city  records) 

1.  INFANT  b.  1767;  d.  1769,  te  2  yrs 

2.  COL.  OZIAS  BUELL  b.  Apl.  8,  1769;  m.  Jan’y  28,  1792,  Abigail  Catlin;  he  d.  Aug.  5,  1832  ae  63  she  d 

They  removed  to  Burlington,  Vermont.  Their  daughter  Caroline  married  George  P.  Marsh  who  was  for  25 
years  U.  S.  M.nister  to  Italy  and  2  years  Minister  to  Turkey.  Judge  F.  B.  Hungerford’s  mother  (a  Buell  and 
a  niece)  spent  three  years  with  them  in  Rome  and  Constantinople. 

3.  EUNICE  b.  Dec.  4,  1770;  m.  Nov.  8,  1792,  Philo  Swift. 

They  lived  in  Cornwall,  Conn. 

4.  ELIZABETH  b.  Sept.  16,  1772;  m.  Jan’y  21,  1790,  Moses  Lyman  5th;  she  d.  he  d.  May  22,  1844,  x  77 

They  were  of  Goshen,  Conn.  He  was  a  merchant  and  “a  man  of  commanding  influence  and  highest  standing 
in  society  and  a  firm  supporter  of  the  Church  ”. 

5.  MEHITABLE  b.  Aug.  6,  1774;  m.  Oct.  29,  1793,  Nathan  Bassett  (sec  below) 


LINE  OF  DESCENT 

Nathan  Bassett  b.  1769  m.  Mehitable  Buell  b.  1774 

Ozias  Buell  Bassette  b.  1807  m.  Emeline  Eno  b.  1805 

Frederick  Henry  Bassette  b.  1839  m.  Margaret  Anderson  b.  1844 
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WILLIAM  BUNNELL  b. - 

ANN  WILMOT  m. - 

b.  -  d. - 

d.  April,  1654 

1649,  Aug.  7.  Vol.  I,  p  246  G  C:  At  the  trial 
of  our  Henry  Peeke  of  New  Haven  for  slandering 
Jeremiah  Osborne,  the  latter  was  asked  who 
brought  the  scandal  story  to  his  house  and  “he 
said  Goodwife  Bunil.  Goodwife  Bunill  said  that 
she  had  said  to  goodwife  Peeke  that  Goodwife 
Charles  wished  ther  were  no  more  in  ye  towne  in 
Rebecka  Turners  case,  for  ther  was  a  maide  that 
satt  neere  her  at  meeting  that  did  barnish  apace, 
but  she  named  nobody;  nor  could  she  tell  who  it 
was,  and  she  said  to  Goodwife  Charles,  if  that  be 
yor  thoughts  yow  were  best  to  speake  of  it  wher 
yow  best  may.  Goodwife  Charles,  thot  she  and 
Thomas  Marshall  (whoe  was  at  worke  at  her  house.) 
being  speaking  aboute  Rebccka  Turner,  what  a  sad 
thing  it  was,  she  said  it  is  well  if  ther  be  no  more 
in  her  case,  she  remembers  no  more  that  she 
saide.” 

1653/4,  Feb’y  27.  Vol.  I,  p  143  T  V:  “The 
Governor  informed  that  one  cause  of  this  meeting 
is  aboute  Goodwife  Bunill  who  is  sicke,  upon  whom 
the  Towne  hath  bineat  some  charge,  but  whether 
as  much  be  done  as  her  case  requireth  is  a  ques- 
tion;  and  is  by  some  reported  they  are  neglected; 
other  say  they  are  at  two  much  charge  wlh  them. 
The  Towne  was  desired  now  to  speake  their 
minds,  and  not  privately  in  a  complaining  way. 
Also,  there  is  two  chilldren  to  be  put  out,  both  for 
the  good  of  the  chilldren  (who  are  not  educated  as 
they  should)  &  for  the  easing  ye  Towne  of  charge. 
Concerning  what  hath  been  done  for  Goodwife 
Bunill,  none  spake  against  it;  but  for  ye  children, 
ye  Towne  desired  they  might  be  put  out,  and 
refferred  it  to  ye  Townsmen  to  doe  it  speedily.” 

1654,  April.  P  148  Do:  The  only  knowledge  we 
have  of  Ann  Wilmot  Bunnill’s  death  is  contained 
in  the  Town  Meeting  report  of  May  1,  1654  be- 


1630,  Sept.  28.  Vol.  I,  p  60  M  B  C:  At  a  session 
of  the  “Court  of  Assistants,  holden  at  Charlton,” 
Willm  Bunell  sits  on  “the  jury  impanneld  to  en¬ 
quire  concerning  the  Death  of  Austen  Bratcher.” 
The  testimony  of  Goodman  Willmot  at  New 
Haven  in  Oct.,  1651,  as  below,  that  “his  sonn 
Bunill  had  been  in  the  Bay,”  meaning  "  Massachu¬ 
setts  Bay”,  is  proof  that  this  is  our  William  and 
that  he  was  on  the  ground  at  this  early  day. 
Though  the  record  shows  more  than  one  trip  to 
England  it  does  not  reveal  the  Bunnell  home 
town.  Whether  William  was  married  as  early  as 
1630  is  doubtful.  The  fact  that  son  Benjamin  was 
made  a  freeman  in  New  Haven  in  1657  would 
indicate  birth  at  least  as  early  as  1636  and  the 
parents  marriage  at  least  as  early  as  1635.  Hence 
they  may  have  been  married  in  England  before 
this  appearance  in  the  New  World  at  Charles¬ 
town.  New  Haven  writers  have  said  that  William 
Bunnell  was  there  about  as  early  as  1639,  but  the 
claim  is  not  supported  by  any  record  either  land, 
town  or  court.  The  records  following  indicate 
that  he  had  remained  during  the  first  16  years  in 
America  in  the  vicinity  of  Boston.  William  Bun¬ 
nell  had  a  will  of  his  own  as  will  be  seen;  but  it  is 
unfortunate  that  it  comes  to  light  in  the  records 
only  in  the  more  unfavorable  colors.  We  give  the 
record  in  full  because  it  is  so  full  of  human  interest, 
even  though  it  verge  on  the  tragical. 

1640,  Oct.  7.  Vol.  I,  p  291  M  B  C:  The  country 
desires  Watertowne  to  graunt  Willi:  Bunnell  a  lot, 
&  if  hee  do  p’ve  chargable,  the  country  to  beare 
it.”  It  would  not  appear  from  the  Watertown 
records,  however,  that  the  lot  was  ever  granted. 

1645,  Oct.  1.  Vol.  II,  p  1 10  M  B  C:  “Mr.  Spar- 
hauke  &  Leift  Mason  are  appointed  a  committee 
with  all  power  to  dispose  of  ye  children  of  Good¬ 
man  Bunnell,  if  their  grandfather  will  not  take 
care  of  ym.” 

1645,  Oct.  1.  P  115  Do:  “It  is  thought  meete 
yt  those  things,  viz,  cotton  woole,  canvas,  or  else, 
wch  returnes  wn  Capt  Bridges  returnes,  should  be 
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ginning,  “The  Towne  was  informed  that  old 
Bunill  (whose  wife  and  child  is  dead)  is  desirous 
to  goe  to  old  England”.  We  judge  that  Ann  died 
on  the  nether  side  of  forty. 

1669,  Aug.  7.  Vol.  I,  p  144  P  Ct:  Fifteen  years 
after  her  death,  her  father  Benjamin  Wilmot 
makes  his  will  remembering  daughter  Ann’s 
children  as  follows:  “Item  twenty  shillings  to  each 
of  the  foure  children  of  my  daughter  Anne  Bun¬ 
nell,  vizt:  Benjamin  &  Nathan11  Bunnill  &  Lydia 
ffrench  &  Mary  Bunnill,  the  which  I  will  to  be 
payd  them  at  or  before  ye  terme  of  two  years  from 
ye  date  hereof.” 


delivred  to  Mr.  Sparkhauke,  &  Leift  Mason,  to  be 
disposed  of  to  Goodman  Bunnell  &  his  use.” 

1646,  May  6.  P  126  Do:  “It  is  ordered,  yt  if 
Mr.  Maverick  &  Mr.  Manning  shall  please  to  lay 
out  30  s  in  clothing  in  England  for  Wm  Bunnell  at 
his  arrivall,  on  their  receit  undr  his  hand  for  so 
much  delivred  by  them  to  ye  said  W,n  Bunell  in 
England,  this  Corte  determines  it  shal  be  repaid 
them  againe  here.” 

1650,  Apr.  3.  Vol.  I,  p  15  T  V,  New  Haven: 
“The  Court  freed  old  Goodman  Bunill  from  pay¬ 
ing  his  poll  money  to  ye  towne  because  of  his 
poverty,  age  and  weaknes.”  If  no  older  than  his 
wife  he  was  not  now  more  than  about  35.  If  say 
ten  years  older,  perhaps  his  troubles,  plus  “poverty,  age  and  weaknes,  ”  made  him  look  old  at  45.  When 
he  returned  from  England  the  family  settled  in  New  Haven  where  her  father  and  mother  were  living. 
Wife  Ann  and  her  children  had,  indeed,  already  sought  refuge  with  them  while  her  husband  was  in  Eng¬ 
land:  but  the  old  folks  testified  that  they  were  “not  able  to  Keepe  them.” 


1650,  Aug.  6.  P  32  Do:  “Mr  Tuttill,  Jno  Wakefeild,  William  Bunill  was  Ordered  to  paye  5s  a  peece 
because  ye  names  of  each  of  them  a  child  was  not  brought  in  w'hin  three  monethes  after  they  were  borne.” 

1650/51,  Jan’y  7.  P  40  Do:  “John  Tompson  declared  that  he  lett  William  Bunill  his  house,  &  he  is 
willing  to  give  him  a  yeeres  rent,  if  he  would  goe  peacably  out :  Bunill  said  he  is  willing  to  goe  out  but  can¬ 
not  tell  where  to  have  another  house,  he  hath  inquired  but  cannot  yet  here  of  any;  he  hath  sent  to  Thomas 
Barnes  aboute  his  house,  but  yet  hath  no  Answer  from  him.  J  no  Tompson  desired  ye  help  of  ye  Court  that 
William  Bunill  might  goe  out  of  his  house:  William  Bunill  was  told  he  must  not  live  in  another  mans  house 
against  his  will,  but  must  provide  for  himselfe  elsewhere:  he  said  he  would  doe  what  he  could.  John  Tomp¬ 
son  was  asked  if  he  would  lett  him  be  in  it  a  while  till  he  may  speake  with  Thomas  bamcs:  Jno  Tompson 
said  he  cared  not  if  he  staid  in  it  a  fortnight,  or  three  weekes,  so  he  may  then  have  his  house  free,  and  not 
be  troubled  to  come  to  ye  Court  any  more.  The  Court  told  Goodman  Bunill  he  must  hasten  to  gett  out, 
he  hath  libbertie  but  for  a  fortnight  ot  three  weeks:  if  he  be  not  out  by  that  time  he  must  be  warned 
to  ye  next  Court,  when  the  Court  will  doe  as  they  see  cause,  though  John  Tompson  be  not  here;  for  ye 
charges  of  ye  Court  it  is  at  prsent  forborne.” 


1651,  Oct.  7.  P  66  Do:  William  Bunill  declareth  that  while  he  was  gone  for  England,  his  wife  and  her 
father  put  forth  his  sonn  to  Nic°  Elsy  and  his  daughter  to  Sam:  Whithead,  to  prentice  without  his  consent, 
wch  when  hee  come  he  disallowed  of;  onely  was  willing  they  should  Keepe  them  a  while,  but  now  desires 
that  he  may  have  them  againe  for  his  help: 

Nicholas  Elsy  said  that  the  Grandfather  of  the  boy  came  to  him,  and  desired  him  to  take  him,  and  he 
did.  Goodman  Willmot,  the  Grandfather  of  the  boy  was  asked  the  ground  therof;  hee  said  his  sonn  Bunill 
was  in  the  Bay,  and  was  a  charge  to  the  country  there,  after  went  to  England,  left  his  wife  and  children 
but  no  meanes  to  maintayne  them:  after  hee  was  gone  shee  &  her  chilldren  came  up  heither  to  him,  but  hee 
was  not  able  to  Keepe  them:  therfore  they  did  advise  together  and,  agreed  to  put  forth  the  children,  and 
did  put  the  boy  to  Nic°  Elsy: 

Samuel  Whithead  said  for  the  girle  he  sought  her  not,  but  Goodwife  Bunill  came  to  his  house,  declared 
her  condition  wch  was  to  be  pittyed,  having  divers  small  children  and  no  meanes  to  maintayn  them,  and 
desired  him  to  take  her  daughter  wch  they  did  upon  the  termes  they  agreed.  Goodwife  Bunill  was  asked 
w.hat  direction  her  husband  left  for  providing  for  the  chilldren;  she  said  he  left  little  or  nothing  to  main¬ 
tayne  them,  and  she  asked  him  what  she  should  doe  wth  them;  hee  said  they  were  hers  as  well  as  his,  and 
he  left  them  with  her.  And  the  boy  saith  he  remembers  his  father  did  say  so  to  his  mother: 
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"William  Peeke  said  that  his  wife  heard  Goodman  Bunill  say  after  hee  came  here  from  England,  that 
he  was  well  satisfied  with  the  chilldren  where  they  were;  and  Luke  Atkinson  said  he  heard  Goodman  Bunill 
say  he  was  well  satisfyed  in  ye  placing  of  ye  chilldren.  Goodman  Bunill  said  hee  meant  for  the  present,  a 
yeare  or  two,  or  so.  Goodman  Bunill  was  told  he  must  not  thinke  that  they  will  take  chilldren  small  and 
Keepe  them  till  now  and  let  him  have  them  againe,  but  he  must  allow  what  is  just  for  Keeping  them;  wch 
he  is  not  able  to  doe,  and  the  case  was  such  it  seemes  that  if  they  had  not  placed  them,  the  Magistrate 
must  have  taken  care  to  dispose  of  them.  Wherefore,  all  things  considered,  the  Court  cannot  but  confirme 
the  placeing  of  them:  but  if  they  finde  the  time  too  longe,  they  will  consider  that  some  of  it  be  abated,  or 
something  allowed  to  them.” 

1651/2,  Feb’y  9.  P  80  Do:  “The  Townesmen  were  desired  to  consider  of  the  charge  wch  old  Bunill  hath 
bine  to  ye  Towne,  and  how  it  may  be  lessened,  and  setle  a  weekly  allowance  to  him,  as  they  see  cause,  that 
hee  may  not  runn  out  in  unnecessary  charges.” 

1651/2,  Feb’y  21.  P  86  Do:  “The  case  of  old  Bunill  was  taken  into  consideration  and  for  the  present  it 
is  agreed  that  hee  should  have  2s  a  weeke  alowed  him,  provided  that  hee  and  his  family  doe  what  they  can 
towards  their  maintaynance.” 

1651/2,  Mch.  11.  P  83  Do:  “The  Townesmen  were  desired  to  speake  with  old  Bunill  aboute  putting 
forth  his  boy,  that  his  famylie  may  be  lessened,  that  the  Towne  may  be  at  as  litle  charge  as  may  bee.  It 
was  saide  that  Goodman  Judsons  sonn  offered  him  a  cow  for  the  boy,  so  he  might  have  him  such  a  number 
of  yeares  as  might  answer  it.  It  was  answered  if  any  in  the  Towne  would  have  him  upon  the  terms  that 
another  would  give,  they  might:  if  not,  then  the  Townsmen  must  put  him  out  as  they  can;  for  it  was  said 
that  the  boy  is  not  onely  a  charge,  but  he  will  be  spoyled  for  want  of  govern' :  ” 

1652,  May  10.  P  93  Do:  “The  Towne  was  acquainted  that  old  Bunill  refuseth  to  let  his  sonn  be  put 
forth  as  an  Apprcntize,  according  as  they  gave  Order  he  should:  where  upon  ye  Towne  declared  that  his 
weekely  allowance  should  be  wthdrawne,  for  they  are  not  willing  to  maintayne  the  boy  at  home,  when  he 
may  be  put  out  so  as  will  be  both  an  advantage  to  ye  family  in  a  cow  that  is  proffered  for  him,  wch  will  be 
a  good  help  to  Keepe  them,  and  for  the  good  of  ye  boy,  who  now  for  want  of  due  nurture  growe’s  rude  and 
offensive.” 

1654,  May  1.  P  148  Do:  “The  Towne  was  informed  that  old  Bunill  (whose  wife  and  child  is  dead)  is 
desirous  to  goc  to  old  England,  wch  if  it  could  be  attayned  might  free  the  Towne  from  some  charge,  though 
they  made  some  prsent  disburssmt  for  his  passage  and  other  necessaries  for  him,  and  understanding  a 
vessell  at  Milford  is  bound  for  Newfoundland,  it  was  Ordered  that  the  Townsmen  and  Treasurer  should 
treate  with  them  for  his  passage  theither,  and  Agree  of  some  course  how  he  may  be  sent  from  thence  to 
old  England,  where  he  saith  he  hath  some  frends  to  take  care  of  him:” 

There  seems  to  be  no  further  record  of  William  Bunnell  in  New  Haven,  the  inference  being  that  he  was 
actually  sent  to  England  as  proposed.  If  so  he  arrived  within  the  first  year  of  the  reign  of  Oliver  Cromwell 
as  Lord  Protector,  whose  protectorate  (1654-1658)  was  in  fact  in  perpetual  conflict;  with  republican  re¬ 
sistance  on  the  one  hand  and  with  royalist  plots  and  risings  on  the  other.  “He  was,  nevertheless,  able  to 
inaugurate  a  great  policy,  home  and  foreign.  He  united  Scotland  and  Ireland  to  England,  giving  them 
both  representation  in  parliament.  Scotland,  having  free  trade  with  England,  enjoyed  great  prosperity 
under  his  rule.  Ireland  he  sought  to  make  a  second  England  in  order  and  industry,  and  if  his  measures 
were  high  handed  it  must  be  remembered  that  the  native  Irish  were  then  in  an  almost  savage  state.” 

CHILDREN 

(the  last  two  appear  in  the  New  Haven  City  Records;  the  other  three  were  born  probably  in  Mass.  Bay  Colony) 

1.  BENJAMIN  b.  a  1636;  m.  (1)  Rebecca  Mallory;  he  d.  a  Aug.,  1696,  ae  a  60  she  d.  Mch.  12,  1691  10  ch 

He  m.  (2)  Elizabeth  Post  and  had  one  child.  He  is  No.  412  (1690)  on  First  Church  membership  roll.  Elizabeth  1  ch 
Post  was  widow  of  John  Sperry  who  d.  1692.  She  m.  (3)  Sept.  19,  1700  Edward  Dorman.  On  First  Church  Roll 
she  has  No.  358  (1687). 
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2.  LYDIA  b. - m.  Apl.  10,  1661  Francis  French.  They  were  early  settlers  of  Derby,  Connecticut,  and  very  9  ch 

prominent  there. 

3.  NATHANIEL  b. - ;  m.  Jan’y  3,  1665/6  Susannah  Whitehead.  They  removed  to  New  Jersey. 

4.  MARY  b.  May  4,  1650;  m.  Oct.  31,  1671  Eleazer  Peck  (see  below) 

5.  EBENEZER  b.  Aug.  28,  1653;  he  d.  a  Apl.,  1654,  a:  a  8  months.  He  and  his  mother  died  the  same  month. 

LINE  OF  DESCENT 

Eleazer  Peck  b.  1643  m.  Mary  Bunnell  b.  1650 

Eleazer  Peck  b.  16S5  m.  Ann - b.  — • — 

James  Bronson  b.  1713  m.  Hannah  Peck  b.  1717 

Adonijah  Lewis  b.  1722  m.  Mary  Bronson  b.  1743 

Amos  Richards  b.  1759  m.  Lydia  Lewis  b.  1763 

Salmon  Eno  b.  1779  m.  Mary  Richards  b.  1785 

Ozias  Buell  Bassette  b.  1807  m.  Emeline  Eno  b.  1805 

Frederick  Henry  Bassette  b.  1839  m.  Margaret  Anderson  b.  1844 
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HENRY  CHAMPION 


b. 

d. 


1610.  The  date  of  birth  of  Henry  Champion 
is  derived  from  his  age  recorded  in  the  land  records 
at  death.  We  do  not  know  where  the  birth  occurred 
in  England.  The  times  were  i  auspicious  however, 
in  some  respects,  for  it  was  only  the  next  year 
when  the  King  James’  Version  of  the  English 
Bible  was  given  to  the  world.  It  had  been  in  preparation  since  1604  when  King  James  I  appointed  a  con¬ 
ference  for  the  purpose  at  Hampton  Court.  Six  committees  did  the  work,  two  sitting  at  Westminster,  two 
at  Cambridge  and  two  at  Oxford,  their  work  being  in  turn  revised  by  a  general  committee. 


b.  1610 
m.  (1)  Aug.,  1647- 
m.  (2)  Mch.  21,  1697/8 
Deborah  Jones 
he  d.  Feb’y  17,  1707/8,  ae  98 


1647,  Aug.  Vol.  I,  p  24  L  R,  Saybrook,  Conn:  Here  is  given  the  earliest  record  we  have  of  Henry  Cham¬ 
pion.  It  states  the  fact  of  his  marriage  at  this  time,  but  the  wife’s  name  is  not  given.  The  childrens’  births 
are  also  given  by  years.  The  record  was  not  actually  made  until  after  1660  when  the  first  town  records 
began.  “Few  families  in  the  Connecticut  Colony,”  says  Hinman,  “have  been  more  prosperous  than 
that  of  Henry  Champion  of  Saybrook.  When  I  speak  here  of  his  family  I  intend  his  numerous  de- 
scendents.” 


1660.  P  10  Do:  The  lands  of  Henry  Champion  are  described  as  follows,  the  allotments  to  each  inhabit¬ 
ant,  except  to  George  Fenwick,  seeming  to  be  small:  “One  parsell  lying  on  the  East  side  of  the  Great  River 
whereon  a  house  now  standeth  containing  by  estimation  six  ackers,  the  end  abutting  against  the  highwaie 
North  East  and  South  West,  the  sides  abutting  against  the  land  of  Morgayn  Bowers  South  East  and  the 

land  of  Joseph  Jarvit  North  West . One  parsell  in  the  planting  fielde  on  the  East  side  of  the  Great 

River  Con.  by  estimation  four  ackers,  the  end  abutts  against  Blacke  Halle  River  N  East,  and  against  the 
Greate  Marsh  South  West,  the  side  abutts  against  the  land  of  Will  Bechous  North  West.”  Prior  to  the 
above  he  had  sold  his  lot  “lying  within  the  town  plott”  in  Saybrook  to  Jonathan  Rudd,  the  lot  containing 
five  roods. 


1664,  Sept.  2.  Vol.  Ill,  p  9  C  C:  Tobias  Colics  of  Saybrook  makes  will  naming  the  three  witnesses  there¬ 
to,  Henry  Champion,  John  X  Comstocke,  and  John  Borden,  beneficiaries:  “To  Henry  Champion  2  days 
work  and  one  payre  of  Worsted  Stockings.” 

1670,  May  12.  P  16  Champion  Gen  (1891):  Having  assisted  in  the  development  of  Saybrook  for  at 
least  23  years  we  find  Henry  Champion  now  in  the  first  freeman’s  list  of  Lyme,  to  which  town  he  had 
moved  to  become  one  of  the  earliest  and  most  active  founders.  In  Vol.  I,  p  25  T  V  of  Lyme  Henry  Cham- 
pean’s  autograph  signature  may  be  seen.  His  house  was  built  on  the  hill  just  east  of  the  meeting  house  and 
near  the  old  burying  ground. 

1671,  Aug.  Vol.  II,  p  558  G  C,  Ptd:  Henry  Champion  and  our  Wolston  Brockway  were  participants  in 
the  celebrated  rake  and  pitchfork  battle  between  the  people  of  New  London  and  Lyme  for  the  possession 
of  meadow  lands  between  the  two  places.  (See  fuller  description  under  Brockway.) 

1671/2,  March  12.  Vol.  Ill,  p  127  C  C:  Representatives  of  New  London  complain  to  the  County  Court 
at  Hartford,  about  Henry  Champion  and  some  of  his  fellow  townsmen  of  Lyme,  over  the  meadow  land 
claimed  by  both  towns  as  a  reservation  for  the  use  of  the  ministry.  The  land  was  at  Black  Point.  For 
fighting  over  the  matter  the  Court  fined  New  London  £9  and  Lyme  £5,  which  fines,  however,  were  after¬ 
ward  remitted. 


1673/4,  Mch.  24.  Vol.  I,  p  5  T  V  Lyme:  “Henry  Champean  Senier,  his  eare  marke  for  all  sorts  of 
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cretures  is  a  crop  one  the  off  eare  with  a  half  penny  cutt  out  one  the  under  side  of  the  same  eare.”  The 
same  mark  had  been  previously  allowed  him  in  Saybrook  as  appears  by  the  following  entry:  “The  mark 
that  Henry  Champion  puts  upon  his  cattle  and  hogs  is  the  top  of  the  eare  took  square  off  and  a  pece  took 
out  under  the  same  eare  after  this  manner.”  A  drawing  illustrates  it  on  p  39  T  V,  Saybrook. 

1674,  June  18.  Vol.  I,  pp  23-24  L  R,  Lyme:  The  following  seven  parcels  of  land  are  recorded  in  his  favor: 
“Henry  Champeans  home  Lott  that  he  boughte  of  Bcltishaser  DeWolfe,  Containing  ten  ackers  of  upland 
more  or  Lees  bounded  east  one  the  high  Waye,  Northerly  one  John  Laye  Senior's  land,  Westerly  upon  the 
Coave,  Southerly  upon  the  Medow  of  the  Cove  &  the  Mouth  of  the  Crick  attested  by  Mathew  Griswold  & 


Reynold  Marvine . Henery  Champean’s  Medow  one  his  home  Lott  Containg  two  acker  &  three 

quarters  bounded  South  one  the  Cricke . Hcnory  Champean’s  lott  one  the  necke  beyond  the  Littall 

stony  brooke  18  ackers . Henory  Champean’s  Meadow  upon  Stony  Brooke  North  &  West  by  the 

Commons  three  ackers  more  or  less . Henory  Champean  Senior’s  medow  upon  Russ  Oylande 


North  by  the  coave  containing  three  ackers,  three  quarters . Henory  Champean’s  Calf  Pasture 

Land  east  upon  the  comons  containing  twenty  ackers  with  one  dwelling  house  beulte  upon  it . 

Henory  Champean  hath  laid  out  to  him  at  Bigg  Medow  tow  ackers  and  a  half  by  the  River  and  a  little 
oylande.”  His  name  occurs  frequently  in  these  early  records  both  as  grantor  and  grantee  of  land. 

1674/5,  Feb’y  9.  Vol.  I,  T  V:  “  At  the  same  metting  Henory  Champean  was  chosen  pound  piner  for  the 
year  cnsewing.” 

1679,  Aug.  5.  P  38  Do:  “Hen.  Champion  Sen  departs  the  lands  graunted  to  him  at  the  mill  pond  and 
saith  because  it  is  not  enough.”  As  though  this  was  not  enough  the  same  thing  is  recorded  a  second  time 
in  the  back  of  the  book  as  follows: 

1679.  Vol.  I,  p  18  T  V,  in  back:  “Lyme  Laws;  Att  a  towne  Meeting  Henry  Champeon  Scnr  Deserts  the 
Land  Graunted  to  him  by  the  mill  pond  and  sayth  because  theire  is  not  enough.” 

1684,  Sept.  13.  Vol.  I,  p  145  P  R:  “Henry  Champean”  is  named  as  “the  first  proprietor”  of  a  plot  of 
4  ackers  which  John  Laye  Sr  sells  to  Thomas  Lee  of  Lyme,  and  Champion  signs  the  deed  with  John  Lay 
Sen’r  because  he  was  acquainted  with  it  while  John  Laye  Sen’r  was  not. 

1685,  Dec.  22.  Vol.  I,  p  100  T  V:  “Att  the  same  meeting  Henry  Champion  Senr,  Thomas  Lord  and 
John  Griswold  are  Chosen  Serveighors  for  the  highwaies  for  the  ycare  ensuing.” 

1686/7.  Vol.  I,  p  29  TV,  in  back:  “Those  not  Supplied  with  lands  in  the  South  Division  now  are  to 
receive  same  in  other  surveyed  places:”  Henry  Champeon  Sen’r  gets  27th  choice;  Thomas  Champion  gets 
11th  choice;  Henry  Champion  Jun’r  gets  18th  choice,  “Henry  Champion  Sen’r  being  the  27th  lott:  at 
Barens  ffarme  and  the  two  pieces  next  to  it.” 

1688,  Aug.  27.  P  18  Champion  Gen:  By  order  of  Sir  Edmund  Andros,  who  took  over  the  government 
of  Connecticut  in  October  previous,  “An  Acct  of  the  lystable  Estates  in  the  towne  Of  Lyme”  was  taken. 
Here  is  list  of  “Henry  Champion  Senior:  1  pson  £20  00  00;  houscing  6i  land  £03  00  00;  2  oxen,  5  cowes, 
2  yerlings  £27  00  00;  2:  3  yerlings,  2  hogs  £07  00  00;  Total  -  £57  00  00.”  Then  follows:  “An  Accot  of 
Each  man’s  Estate  Reale  and  Personal  including  theire  heads  with  ye  assesment  of  one  peny  upon  the 
pound.”  Henry  Champion  Sen’r  on  estate  of  £57  pays  tax  of  4s  9  d.  His  assessment  stands  36th  in  list  of 
70  citizens  but  his  estate  had  been  somewhat  reduced  by  frequent  presents  to  his  children.  There  is  but 
"one  person”  in  his  list  since  all  the  boys  were  now  of  age  and  answered  for  themselves. 

1689,  Dec.  26.  Vol.  I,  p  100  T  V:  “Att  a  towne  Metting  this  26:  Dec:  1689  Henory  Champeon  Sen  and 
Corprall  Lord  are  aded  unto  John  Lay  Junier  to  buy  procuer  bords  and  bring  them  to  the  metting  house 
for  the  seate  by  and  seatting  the  metting  house.” 

“At  the  same  metting  it  wase  voated  that  thar  shall  be  a  Carte  bridg  builte  over  Ducke  River  whar  the 
old  bridg  wase,  always  provided  that  henory  Champean  doe  macke  the  Casual  upon  than  one  Charg  soe 
as  it  shall  be  Judged  safisient  by  men  appointed  by  the  towne:  and  the  said  Champeans  are  freed  from  any 
Rate  upon  that  account.” 
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1689/90,  January.  Vol.  I,  p  34  T  V,  in  back:  “The  Estate  which  is  to  be  distributed  is  £755  -  14-  11, 
and  is  at  nine  shillings  and  nine  penc  pr  Ac:”  Henory  Champean  Sen’r  at  £20  -  16  -  00  =  £10  -  02  -  10; 
Thomas  Champean  at  £03  -  05  -  07  =  £01  -  11  -  09. 

1696,  Sept.  8.  Vol.  II,  p  130  L  R:  Henry  Champion  and  Renold  Marvin  settle  by  agreement  a  dispute 
about  Item  2  in  the  1674  land  record  above. 

1697/8,  March  21.  P  108  Do:  Second  marriage  agreement:  “This  21st  of  March,  1697/8;  whereas  it 
is  intended  if  God  willing  that  Henory  Champion  Senior  in  Lyme  and  Deborah  Jones  of  the  same  town  to 
join  in  marriage  therefore  to  prevent  after  trouble  it  is  agreed  and  concluded  that  what  estate  the  said 
Deborah  Jones  shall  carry  with  her  to  Henry  Champcan’s  habitation  that  that  estate  shall  remain  her  own 
and  be  at  her  own  disposal  her  life  time  and  at  her  death  to  return  to  her  children  (by  a  former  marriage) 
and  not  to  be  accounted  the  said  Henry  Champean’s  estate  at  his  death. 

It  is  also  agreed  that  the  aforesaid  Henry  Champean  doth  by  these  presents  promise  and  engage  that 
after  the  day  of  this  marriage  that  he  will  not  dispose  or  alienate  by  deed  of  gift  or  sale,  without  the  con¬ 
sent  of  the  said  Deborah  Jones,  during  the  said  Champean’s  natural  life,  that  is  to  say  no  part  of  his 
real  estate.  It  is  also  to  be  understood  that  the  above-said  agreement  shall  nowise  deprive  or  cutt  off  the 
abovesd  Debrah  of  that  part  of  the  aforesaid  Henry  Champean’s  estate  that  is  now  allowed  to  the  Widdow 
after  her  husband  s  decease.  And  for  the  true  performance  of  the  abovesaid  we  do  hereunto  set  our  hands 
and  seals,  the  day  and  date  being  above  written. 

Witness:  Joseph  Peck  Henory  Champean 

William  Marke  Deborah  X  Jones” 

^  From  the  record  below  it  is  seen  that  the  agreement  was  signed  on  the  wedding  day,  Henry  Champion 
Sen  r  was  now  eighty  years  old.  We  do  not  know  the  age  of  Deborah  but  she  was  surely  worldly-wise.  Later 
she  showed  more  shrewdness  by  involving  her  husband  in  a  lawsuit  with  the  widow  of  his  eldest  son,  en¬ 
deavoring  to  regain  some  property  already  given  to  the  son;  but  the  widow  was  equal  to  Deborah  and 
maintained  the  rights  of  herself  and  children  in  a  very  spirited  manner.  Immediately  below  the  record  of 
the  above  instrument  are  the  following  entries:  “Henory  Champean  Sen’r  was  married  unto  Debrah 

Jones  his  now  wife  21st  March  1697  8 . Henory  Champean  deceased  the  17th  day  of  February 

1708/9  said  to  be  aged  ninety  eight  years . Henry  Champion  of  Lyme  died  in  1708,  verging  to¬ 

wards  the  age  of  one  hundred  years.” 

1700/1,  Jan’y  27.  Vol.  I,  p  131  T  V:  “At  the  same  metting  it  was  voated  that  old  goodman  Champean 
shall  have  his  Right  of  the  forth  division  of  Land  laid  out  to  him  at  four  mile  River  by  the  measurers.” 

1701,  Dec.  15.  P  133  Do:  “At  the  same  metting  Henory  Champean  Sener  was  chos  to  keep  the  kee  of  the 
metting  hous  and  to  keep  the  metting  hous  clean  and  in  good  order.” 

1702,  April  20,  Vol.  I,  p  43  T  V,  back:  “Att  a  meeting  of  the  Committy  we  whos  names  are  hear  unto 
subscribed  being  the  greeved  persons  concerning  the  fourth  division  doe  hearby  declare  that  what  the 
determination  shall  be  the  Committy  shall  doe  concearning  the  said  grevance  shall  be  binding  to  us  to 
Rest  sattisfied  and  contented  and  abide  by  it,  as  witness  our  hands:”  Henory  Champean  Sen’r  and 
Henory  Champean  Jun  r  and  about  sixteen  others  signed  this  waiver. 

1702,  June  9.  Vol.  I,  p  140  T  V:  “At  a  towne  metting  about  the  fourth  division”  the  above  grievance 
bore  fruit  apparently  in  this  allotment:  To  “Henery  Champean  Sener  41st  lott,  £16-  12-  10  and  2  acres 
by  Thomas  Champean’s  grant  at  black  hall  river,  near  Skiners,  £00-  12-00;  also  140  aers  to  the  southward 
of  the  Huntly’s  land  one  the  east  side  of  four  mile  River  at  4s:  6 d  per  acre,  £37  -  00  -  00,  which  is  to  have 
his  first  and  second  part  of  his  fourth  division  out  of  the  sume  taken  up  by  Henory  Champean  Junr.” 

1706,  Nov.  12.  Vol.  II,  p  ( 2  L  R:  Henry  Champion  Senior’s  deed  of  gift  to  his  grandson  Henry  Cham¬ 
pion,  eldest  son  of  his  son  Henry  Champion.  Part  of  his  home  Lot  situate  on  Meeting  House  Hiil  contain¬ 
ing  4  acres  of  upland  and  swamp,  with  all  the  appurtenances,  etc.”,  and  “said  Henry  was  not  to  put  any 
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tenant  on  this  tract  during  the  lifetime  of  his  grandfather  or  his  wife  Deborah"  who  signed  the  deed  of 
consent  "as  per  marriage  agreement.” 

1707/8,  Feb’y  17.  P  108  Do:  As  seen  above  Henry  Champion’s  death  is  recorded  one  year  later  than 
this;  but  this  year  must  be  correct  if  the  inventory  date  is  right.  As  one  “verging  towards  the  age  of  one 
hundred  years”  he  was  distinguished  in  his  generation,  as  indeed  in  every  generation  since,  for  it  is  given 
to  but  very  few  to  bear  such  weight  of  years.  He  died  intestate. 

1708,  Apl.  16.  Vol.  Ill,  p  131  P  Ct,  New  London;  also,  Vol.  A,  pp  448-9:  "An  Inventory  of  the  Estate 
of  Henry  Champion  Senior,  late  of  Lyme,  deceased,  the  Inventory  taken  all  apprised  as  Cash: 


Imp.  the  House  and  horn  Loot  and  orchard  .........  £26-  0-  0 

Item  A  pece  of  land  lying  near  John  Laye's  House  called  the  old  Loot,  between  nine  and  ten  accors, 

prised  at  3  pounds  15  shillings  per  acor  .........  37-  0-  0 

Item  Two  three  year  old  Stears  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  4-0-0 

Item  one  Sow  8s;  2  sucking  pigs  5  shillings  ..........  0-13-  0 

Five  shoats  5  shillings  apece  ............  1-5-0 

Tow  sheep  11  shillings,  an  old  hors  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  1-11-0 

Item  A  litle  basket  of  a  pound  of  feathers  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  0-1-0 

A  wooden  buter  tray  &  dishes  an  a  pigen  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  0-4-0 

Item  One  hat  6  shillings,  2  shurts  6  shillings  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  0-12-0 

A  plain  Cloth  Cote  12s,  a  payr  black  britches . 0-15-  0 

A  Great  Chayr  2s,  a  paynted  Chayr  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  0-5-6 

31  other  lines  of  personal,  household  &  farm  items  ........  35-11-10 


This  inventory  taken  by  us:  John  Lay  Total  £81-18-04” 

Samuel  Marvin,  townsmen 

1709,  Apr.  4.  Vol.  II,  L  R:  "Agreement  Between  the  Heirs  of  Henry  Champion,  Deceased:  We  the 
heirs  of  Henry  Champion  deceased  of  the  town  of  Lyme  and  Colony  of  Connecticut  do  mutually  agree  to 
divide  the  estate  of  our  honored  father  abovesaid  into  four  equal  shares:  one  to  the  children  of  Henry 
Champion  deceased  son  of  Henry  Champion  abovesaid ;  one  to  the  children  of  Thomas  Champion  deceased, 
and  one  to  Sarah  Bennet,  and  one  to  Mary  Huntly,  the  daughters  of  the  said  Henry  Champion.  And 
whereas  Henry  Champion  the  grandson  of  Henry  Champion  is  possessed  of  a  house,  and  land  lying  south¬ 
ward  of  his  house  which  was  before  possessed  by  his  father  Henry  Champion  and  conformed  to  him  by  his 
grandfather  Henry  Champion,  we  do  all  agree  and  consent  that  he  shall  enjoy  the  same  to  him  and  his 
heirs  forever. 

"And  we  do  hereby  bind  ourselves  and  our  heirs  to  abide  by  and  stand  to  this  agreement  in  a  bond  of 
£40,  that  is  to  say  that  the  party  or  parties  not  acquiescing  in  and  being  satisfied  with  the  share  or  shares 
according  as  is  above  expressed  shall  forfeit  and  pay  £40  in  silver  money  to  the  parties  which  do  abide  by 
and  perform  this  agreement.  In  testimony  whereof  we  hereto  set  our  hands: 

Witness:  Moses  Noyes  Jr.  Henry  Champion 

Richard  Chadwick  Aaron  Huntly  in  behalf  of  my  wife 

Henry  Bennett  in  behalf  of  his  wife 

John  Waide  in  behalf  of  his  wife  and  children” 

1709,  Apl.  12.  Vol.  I,  p  71  P  Ct,  New  London:  “This  Court  grants  administration  To  Deborah  Cham¬ 
pion,  widow  and  Relict  of  Henry  Champion  Late  of  Lyme  deceased,  and  to  Henry  Champion  Grandson 
of  the  deceased  on  the  goods,  chattells  and  Creditts  of  the  abovsd  Henery  Champion  deceased.” 

1709,  Apr.  26.  Vol.  Ill,  p  131  P  Ct.  New  London;  (also  in  Vol.  A,  p  450)  ;  "Champion’s  Agreement: 
Know  all  men  that  it  is  covenated  and  agreed  by  and  between  us:  Deborah  Champion,  widdow  and  Relict 
to  Henry  Champion  Sen  of  Lyme,  Deceased:  and  Henry  Champion,  grandson  of  sd  Champion,  Henry 
Benett  in  behalfe  of  selfe  &  wife,  and  Aron  Huntly  in  behalfe  of  himself  &  wife  and  John  Wade  and  his 
wife,  relict  to  Thomas  Champion,  son  of  said  Henry  Champion  Deceased  vizt:  wee  doe  agree  that  the 
widdow  Deborah  shall  have  all  the  movable  Estate  of  ye  sd  henry  Champion  with  the  Debt  Due  from 


190 


BASSETT  GENEALOGY 


Capt.  Wm.  Southward  to  ye  Estate  as  her  own  &  proper  estate  forever,  or  else  that  we  will  pay  her  forty 
shilings  in  money  or  equivalent  in  graine  at  Michalmas  next  ensuing  this  date  hereof,  or  else  that  shee  shall 
have  the  use  and  benefit  of  the  dwelling  house  for  twelve  months  in  case  we  Doe  not  sell  and  alienate  it 
before,  else  that  she  shall  enjoy  the  flax  and  oats  that  is  now  sowed  upon  the  ground;  21y  we  those  Legatees 
above  mentioned  do  agree  to  pay  all  those  Debts  that  were  contracted  prior  ye  sd  Deborah  maryed  our 
father  being  14  pound  or  money;  and  all  the  Debts  that  he  contracted  before  he  was  married  to  her,  upon 
this  consideration  viz.,  Deborah  Champion  to  by  theise  presents  agree  to  Deliver  up  them,  all  the  Lands 
that  my  sd  husband  Died  possessed  of  unto  them,  and  doe  quitt  Claim  of  all  my  right  or  Tittall,  to  all  or 
any  of  it  by  vertue  of  Dower  Deed  or  gift  or  any  other  wayes  that  it  might  accrue  to  mee  else  if  any  more 
Debts  than  the  14  pounds  above  specified,  appear  to  be  contracted  prior  I  was  married  to  him,  I  do  agree 
to  pay  it  to  the  true  performance  hereof  we  bind  ourselves  heirs  Executors  and  Administrators  Each  to°the 
other,  and  that  this  is  our  lull  and  absolute  agreement,  with  which  wee  doe  rest  satisfied  and  contented  we 
declare  by  setting  our  hands  and  scales  this  26th  day  of  Aprill  1709  - 
Signed  and  Sealed  in  Deborah  X  Champion  (Seal) 


Presence  of:  henry  Champion  (Seal) 

Willm.  Ely  Henry  X  Benett  (Seal) 

Thomas  Bradford  Aaron  Huntly  (Seal) 

Richard  Lord  jOHn  Wade  (Seal) 

hannah  Wade  (Seal)” 


1709,  Sept.  23.  Do,  following  inventory:  “  Deborah  Champion  Widow  and  Relict  of  Henry  Champion 
Late  of  Lyme  deceased  made  Oath  in  a  Court  of  Probate  held  in  New  London  Sept,  the  23rd  1709,  that 
shee  gave  a  true  account  of  the  Estate  of  her  deceased  husband  to  the  best  of  Her  knowledge  to  the  apprais¬ 
ers.” 

1709,  Sept.  23.  Vol.  I,  p  75  Do:  An  Inventory  of  the  Estate  of  Mr.  Henry  Champion  sener  Late  of 
Lyme  deceased  together  with  an  agreement  under  the  hands  and  seals  of  the  widow  and  Relict  of  said 
Champion  and  the  Legatees  to  said  estate  was  presented  in  this  abovesd  Court  was  proved  accepted  and 
ordered  to  be  Recorded  and  this  Court  orders  the  administrator  and  Administratrix  a  quietus  est.” 

CHILDREN 

(all  bom  in  Saybrook,  Conn.) 

1.  SARAH  b.  1649;  m.  Dec.  9,  1673,  Henry  Bennett  1st;  she  d.  Mch.  31,  1727,  x  78  he  d.  Jan'y  17,  1726  7  ch 

They  lived  in  Lyme,  Ct. 

2.  MARY  b.  1651;  m.  Feb’y  22,  1676,  Aaron  Huntly;  she  d.  Dec.  10,  1732,  a:  SI  he  d.  May  24,  1745,  ae  91  8  ch 

They  were  of  Lyme,  Conn. 

3.  STEPHEN  b.  1653;  he  d.  "Beg.  of  May  1660",  ae  7 

4.  HENRY  b.  1654;  m.  Apr.  1,  1684,  Susannah  DeWolfe;  he  d.  mid.  of  July  1704,  ae  49  she  d.  9  ch 

They  lived  in  Lyme,  Ct.  His  in v’y  net  £155-03-02.  Gravestone  in  old  burying  ground,  Lyme.  She  m.  (2)  John 
Huntley  senr,  of  Lyme,  father  of  Aaron  Huntley  above. 

5.  THOMAS  b.  Apr.,  1656;  m.  Aug.  23,  1682,  Hannah  Brockway  (see  below) 

6.  RACHAEL  b.  165-;  m.  John  Tanner 

A  deed  dated  June  12,  1705,  is  given  by  Henry  Champion  to  John  Tanner  of  Hartford,  Conn.,  son-in-law. 


THOMAS  CHAMPION 

HANNAH  BROCKWAY 
b.  Sept.  14,  1664 
d.  Mch.  2,  1750,  a:  86 


b.  Apl.,  1656 

m.  Aug.  23,  1682 
d.  Apl.  5,  1705 
ae  49 


1664,  Sept.  14.  P  5  Brockway  Gen  (1887): 


1656,  Apl.  Vol.  I,  p  24  L  R:  Thomas  Champion 
is  recorded  in  the  “Old  Book”  of  Saybrook,  Con¬ 
necticut,  as  having  been  born  this  month.  He  was 
about  fourteen  years  old  when  the  family  moved 
from  Saybrook  to  Lyme.  The  Champion  Gene- 
ology  says  he  “passed  his  life  on  the  banks  of 
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This  is  Hannah  Brockway’s  birthday  at  Lyme 
according  to  the  record  sent  to  the  Town  Clerk  of 
Lyme  on  Jan’y  20,  1683  and  recorded  in  his  first 
volume. 

1682,  Aug.  23.  Vol.  I,  p  115  L  R:  “Thomas 
Champean  was  mareed  unto  hanah  Brockwaye 
the  23  of  August  1682”,  is  the  way  the  Town 
Clerk  enters  it.  Note  that  she  was  eighteen  while 
he  was  twenty  six,  eight  years  her  senior. 

1705,  Apl.  5.  In  her  41st  year  her  husband 
leaves  her  a  widow  with  seven  minor  children  and 
one  of  age.  In  his  will  he  says,  “  I  doe  appoint  my 
well  beloved  wife  to  be  Administratrix  one  my 
Estate  and  to  my  Estate.”  He  gives  her  the  use 
of  all  Real  Estate  till  the  boys  become  of  age,  then 
her  thirds;  and  also  the  use  of  the  house  during 
widowhood.  All  moveables  are  to  be  hers,  too, 
during  widowhood.  But  attractive  as  these  legacies 
were,  other  considerations  were  more  so;  and 
within  the  next  few  years,  at  a  time  not  yet  known, 
she  accepted  John  Wade  of  Lyme  for  a  second 
husband.  Even  as  he  was  her  second  husband  so 
she  was  his  second  wife. 

1716,  Nov.  14.  Vol.  Ill,  p  137  L  R:  Hannah 
Brockway  Champion  Wade,  mother  of  Thomas 
Champion  and  Henry  Champion,  who  have  now 
reached  their  majority,  signs  with  the  boys  an 
agreement  by  which  Thomas  takes  the  homestead 
and  Henry  certain  lands.  This  is  eleven  years  after 
the  father’s  death,  and  the  distribution  is  in  har- 
mony  with  the  will  by  which  the  boys  were  to  in¬ 
herit  the  real  estate  when  of  age. 

1717,  May  16.  P  5  Brockway  Gen:  When  she 
was  53  her  father,  Wolston  Brockway,  conveyed 
to  “my  daughter  Hannah  Wade”  certain  personal 
property  to  be  hers  on  the  death  of  himself  and 
wife.  He  died  before  the  year  was  over  and  his 
wife  within  two  years,  hence  Hannah  Wade  was 
soon  to  receive  the  gift. 

1750,  Mch.  2.  P  31  Champion  Gen:  Hannah 
dies  at  Lyme  at  ripe  age  of  86. 


it  is  possible  that  the  bride  had  previously  lived  in  it 
10,  1684:  Thomas  Champean  was  mareed  unto  han 


Stony  Brook,  Lyme,  on  lands  allotted  to  him  by 
his  father  and  by  the  town”.  The  author  says 
also  that  there  was  a  paucity  of  references  to  him 
in  the  Lyme  archives.  In  our  visit  there,  however, 
we  found  an  abundance  of  reference  and  activity. 
In  his  comparatively  short  life  he  bore  a  fair  share 
of  the  public  service  and  left  an  estate  much  larger 
than  the  average  young  man  of  his  day.  He  began 
to  accumulate  early  for  no  sooner  was  he  of  age 
than  he  had  his  ear  mark  for  cattle  established  and 
registered  as  follows: 

1678,  May  29.  P  62  Do:  “Thomas  Champeans 
eare  marke  for  all  sorts  of  Creatures  is  a  swallow 
tall  one  the  top  of  each  eare.” 

1681,  Dec.  20.  Vol.  I,  p  22  T  V,  in  rear:  “At 
the  Same  meeting  Thomas  Champion  was  graunted 
ten  acres  of  upland  without  the  line  in  some  con¬ 
venient  place  provided  that  it  doe  not  prejudice 
any  high  way  nor  any  other  greant  and  he  make 
improvement  of  the  same  within  a  yeare.” 

1682,  May  11.  Vol.  I,  p  115  L  R,  Lyme:  “A 
deed  of  sale  from  John  Brigs  to  Thomas  Cham¬ 
pean.  Know  all  men  by  thes  presence  that  I  John 
Briggs  of  Lyme  in  the  Collony  of  Conccticut, 
/Turner,  for  and  in  consideration  of  a  valuable 
Sume  to  me  in  hand  paid  ....  doe  bargine, 
sell,  enfeofe  and  confirme  unto  Thomas  Cham- 
peane  of  Lyme  aforesd  my  hous  cituate  and  being 
in  the  sd  Lyme  with  all  the  land  there  unto  be¬ 
longing  to  say  foure  aers  more  or  Les  as  it  was 
purchased  from  Walston  Brockway  and  is  bound¬ 
ed  West  and  north  by  the  Land  of  Petter  Pratt 
&  east  and  south  by  the  high  ways  ....  in 
testimony  whar  of  I  have  sett  to  my  hand  and  scale 
this  eleventh  day  of  Maye:  1682.” 

1682,  Aug.  23.  P  115  Do:  The  above  house  was 
bought  for  and  made  ready  for  Hannah  his  bride 
whom  he  chose  from  a  neighbor’s  home,  the  cere¬ 
mony  taking  place  today  probably  at  the  Brock¬ 
way  family  home  in  Lyme.  Note  that  the  new 
home  had  been  originally  owned  by  and  presum¬ 
ably  built  by  her  father  Wolston ‘Brockway;  hence 
The  following  entry  was  “sent  to  the  Clarke  May 
i  Brockwaye  the  23  of  August  1682. 


The  Birth  and  death  of  the  Children  of  Tho  Champean  and  hanah  his  wife: 
“hanah:  Champean  was  borne  the  13  febuary  :  1683 
Sarah  Champean  was  borne  the  8  march:  1687/8  (entered  7  Maye:  88) 
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“Thomas  Champean  was  borne  the  21  January,  1690/1  (entered  19  March,  90/91) 

“Marah  borne  last  of  July  ’93:  Henory  borne  2  may,  95 

“Debrah  borne  26  aprill  ’97:  Elizabeth  borne  1  July,  99 

“Thomas  Champean  Sold  a  baye  mare  to  Mr.  Wheler  of  newlonde:  marked  with  a  Swallow  tale  one 
each  eare  and  a  starre  in  the  forhead.’’  This  entry  was  started  after  “hanah”  was  born.  Also  the  sale  was 
recorded  in  the  same  hand  and  ink.  A  different  ink  was  used  with  the  other  entries,  all  of  which  were  in* 
serted  later. 

1682,  Dec.  20.  T  V,  not  paged:  “thomas  Champean  and  Richard  Smith  are  chosen  collectors  to  gather 
Mr.  Noyes  rate  for  the  year  insueing.”  Also  “Thomas  Champean  and  Samuel  Lee  are  chosen  hewards  for 
the  year  insewing.”  In  1697,  fifteen  years  later,  the  town  again  called  him  to  this  office  of  “heward  ”. 

1685,  Apl.  4.  Vol.  I,  p  150  L  R:  “A  deed  of  sail  from  Mathew  Waller  to  Tho  Champen:  Know  all  men 
by  thes  presents  that  I  Mathew  Waller  of  New  London  ....  in  consideration  of  twenty  pounds  alredy 
payd  or  to  be  payd  ....  have  sold  unto  Thomas  Champean  of  lyme  ten  acrs  and  a  half  of  plow  land 
in  Lyme  ....  being  part  of  the  lot  that  was  Ensigne  Wallers  dec’d  bounded  west  by  Lieutenant’s 
River  or  marsh  ....  whar  unto  I  have  Sett  to  my  hand  and  seale  this  twenty  fourth  of  apprill  one 
thousand  sixe  hundred  and  eighty  five  -  1685.” 

1685,  Dec.  22.  Vol.  I,  p  100  T  V:  “Thomas  Champeon  &  Aaron  Huntley  are  chosen  Pound  Keepers  for 
the  yeare  ensuing.” 

1686/7,  Jan’y  5.  Vol.  1 1,  p  44  T  V:  “At  a  towne  meting  Thomas  Champean  was  granted  that  he  shall 
have  ten  acrs  of  upland  on  the  north  side  of  the  pathe  that  goes  from  Mr.  Elys  sawe  mille  to  Mr  Elys 
dwelling  house,  which  is  upon  accounts  of  a  former  grante  and  he  hath  made  improvement  of  the  same 
when  he  doth  see  cause;  taken  out  of  the  towne  booke  of  grants  the  5  December  1688.” 

On  March  25  following,  “at  a  towne  metting,  Thomas  Champean  was  granted  his  lott  in  the  fourth 
devision:  at  sunkapagasut  taken  out  of  the  towne  booke  of  grants,  this  8  maye  1688.  By  me  Joseph  Peck, 
Recorder.” 

1686/7.  Vol.  I,  p  29  T  V,  in  back:  “Those  not  supplied  with  lands  in  the  South  Division  now  are  to 
receive  same  in  other  surveyed  places.  The  eleventh  Lott  is  Thomas  Champion  at  Benetts  plaine  att  the 
uper  end:  but  now  is  ordered  att  Suorekapauquesett. ” 

1687/8,  March  15.  Vol.  II,  p  44  L  R:  “This  lott  at  Sunkapagosut:  Laid  out  to  Thomas  Champean  eight 
acres  of  upland  be  it  more  or  les  and  is  bounded  Northerly  by  the  Lands  of  John  borden  senr,  Easterly 
with  the  commons,  at  the  north  east  corner  with  a  pipered  tree  marked,  and  at  the  south  west  Corner  with 
an  ashe  tree  marked,  Southerly  with  Aaron  Huntlys  land,  Westerly  by  the  high  way  with  sume  allowance 
for  swamps  being  in  length  160  Rods  and  in  width  eight  Rods,  being  at  the  place  Commonly  called  Sunka- 
pagosut.” 

1688,  Aug.  27.  P  31  Champion  Gen:  The  list  of  Thomas  Champion  under  Gov.  Andros:  “1  prson£20-00- 
00;  houseing  and  Lands  £2-00-00;  3  Cows  3  oxen  £19-00-00;  1  :  3  yerling  1  :  2  yerling  £4-10-00;  1  yerling, 
1  mare,  1  hog  £10-00-00.  Total  £55-10-00.  Tax  4s  Id.”  At  this  time  there  were  only  2  young  children 
in  the  family;  hence  only  “  1  prson.” 

There  were  70  people  in  this  tax  list,  his  tax  being  only  two  shillings  less  than  his  father’s.  As  a  farmer 
he  would  have  been  interested,  had  he  known  it,  in  the  introduction  of  rice  into  South  Carolina  this  year 
(1688).  It  was  brought  from  Madagascar,  the  third  largest  island  of  the  world.  By  1900  the  U.  S.  rice  crop 
had  grown  to  285,750,000  pounds;  by  1910  to  670,830,000  lbs;  and  by  1920  to  1,491,900,000  lbs. 

1688,  Nov.  29.  Vol.  II,  p  44  L  R:  "Layd  out  by  the  measurers  the  29  of  November  1688:  to  Thomas 
Champean  one  the  North  Sid  of  Mr.  Elys  path:  ten  acre  of  upland  be  it  mor  or  less:  and  is  bounded  North¬ 
erly  with  the  Falls  River,  easterly  with  the  Comons  and  marked  trees,  Southerly  with  the  high  waye, 
Westerly  with  the  lands  of  Henery  Champean.” 
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1689,  May  28.  T  V,  not  paged:  “Samuel  Tinker  and  Thomas  Champion  and  John  Smith  are  chosen 
survools  for  the  year  ensuing  or  till  further  orders.  ” 

1690,  Dec.  16.  Vol.  I,  p  103  T  V:  “Thomas  Champean  and  John  Marvins  are  ea.  chose  fence  vewers 
for  the  year  insevving.” 

1691,  Apl.  17.  Vol.  I,  p  151  L  R:  “This  17  Aprill  1691  Samuel  Waler  sold  to  Thomas  Champean  one 
bay  mare  about  E-13  ten  year  old  with  a  white  blase  donner  her  face  and  3  white  feet  marked  with  a  hole 
in  each  eare  and  a  half  pene  one  the  under  side  of  each  eare  branded  with  L  one  the  near  sholder.” 

1691,  Nov.  23.  Vol.  I,  p  1 16  T  V:  “Att  the  same  meeting  Samuil  Marvin  and  Thomas  Champion  were 
chosen  Constables  ....  Thomas  Champion  Refusing  to  serve  Henry  Peterson  was  chosen  constable 
for  the  year  ensueing.”  He  too  refused. 

1693,  4,  July  26.  P  1 12  Do:  “At  the  same  metting  Thomas  Champeane  was  granted  the  Sunken  meadow 
at  the  wester’d  end  of  his  Lott  that  he  bought  of  the  Wallers.” 

1699,  Dec.  18.  P  123  Do.  Thomas  Champean  was  chosen  Constable  for  the  year  ensewing. 

Thomas  Champean  at  the  same  metting  Refused  to  sarve  in  the  place  of  constable." 

1700,  Nov.  11.  Vol.  II,  p  231  LR:  Thomas  Champean  of  Lyme  sells  to  John  Lee  of  Lyme  “in  considcra- 

tion  of  Three  pounds  and  foure  Shillings,  a  piece  of  land  at  Sunkapogesut  in  Lyme  towne  shipe”  containing 
about  8  ackers.  b 

1700,  Dec.  26.  Vol.  I,  p  129  T  V:  “Thomas  Champean  was  chosen  at  the  same  metting  Colecter  in  the 
stead  of  Aaron  Huntly  for  the  year  ensewing.” 

1700/1,  Mch.  4.  Vol.  II,  p  231  L  R:  “A  deed  of  saile  from  Thomas  Champean  to  John  Lee.”  In  this 
sale,  for  consideration  of  £3-4s,  Thomas  Champean  sells  “a  cartaine  tract  of  land  at  Sunkapogesut”  in 
Lyme  which  contains  about  eight  acres. 

1701,  Dec.  15.  Vol.  I,  p  133  T  V:  “Att  the  same  metting  William  Miner  and  Thomas  Champean  are  chose 
Colecters  for  the  year  ensewing  of  the  mincsters  Rate.  Upon  further  consideration  William  Miner  and 
Thomas  Champean  not  performing  thar  last  years  accounts  about  the  ministers  Ratt  are  hereby  bound 
to  performe  that  Last  years  Ratt  of  the  minister  and  William  Miner  and  Thomas  Champean  are  Released 
from  the  rest  of  the  prsent  metting.” 

1701/2,  Mch.  14.  Vol.  I,  p  40  P  R,  rear:  “Lands  of  the  Remainder  of  the  fourth  Devision  to  be  distrib¬ 
uted  Amounts  too  683  £  and  is  to  be  distributed  to  the  said  estate  of  790 £  at  Is  6  pr  pound  ”  Thomas 

Champean  and  his  wife  at  £03-05-02  receive  £02-12-00;  Wolstone  Brockwaye  Senr  at  £  12-08-01  receives 
£09-18-08. 

1702,  June  8.  Vol.  I,  p  137  T  V:  “At  a  town  metting  this  8  of  June  1702  being  appointed  for  thos  that 
have  drawn  lotts  for  the  Last  Survey  to  make  choise  of  thar  proportion:  Thomas  Champean  the  fourth 
Lott  betwixt  Skiners  and  black  hall  River  the  10  aers  survaied.” 

1702,  Dec.  15.  P  148  Do:  “Thomas  Champean:  Daniel  Comstock,  William  Comstock  are  chouse  fence- 
vewrs  for  the  year  ensewing.” 

1703/4,  Mch.  2.  Vol.  II,  p  308  L  R:  “An  Assinement  from  Samuel  Marvin  to  Thomas  Champean- 
Know  all  men  by  these  presents  that  I  Samuell  Marvin  for  and  in  Consideration  of  twenty  one  pounds  in 
silver  to  me  in  hand  paid  and  secuered  to  be  paid  by  Thomas  Champean  his  hairs,  executors  and  assigns 
all  my  Right,  titell  and  Intrust  in  and  this  above  mentioned  deed  of  sail  with  all  the  lands  tharin  specified.  ’  ’ 

This  deed  was  dated  July  1,  1697  and  was  a  sale  of  seven  acres  “upon  the  Island  commonly  Knowne 
by  the  name  of  the  great  Island  abuting  westerly  on  the  great  River.” 

1705,  Apl.  5.  P  231  Do:  “Thomas  Champean  sener  deceased  the  5th  Aprill:  1705.”  There  is  manifestly 
a  mistake  in  this  date  since  the  will  was  made  April  7th,  two  days  later.  He  died,  however  during  this 
current  month  at  age  of  only  49. 
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1705,  April  7.  Vol.  A,  p  290  P  Ct,  New  London:  “The  last  Will  and  Testament  of  Thomas  Champion  of 
Lyme,  being  sick  but  of  perfect  memore  and  right  in  his  mind.  First.  1  bequeath  my  souell  to  god  that 
gave  it  and  nextly  my  body  to  be  buried  at  the  discresion  of  my  beloved  wife  and  all  my  worldly  goods  that 
God  hath  given  me  I  now  dispose  of  them  as  followeth. 

“First.  All  my  lands  meadow  and  housing  to  be  equally  divided  between  my  two  sons  Thomas  and 
Henry  when  they  come  of  age  my  wife  only  to  have  her  thirds  of  it  during  her  life  and  her  thirds  allso  to  be 
equally  divided,  but  desiring  my  wife  to  have  the  use  of  all  till  they  come  of  age  and  to  have  the  use  of  the 
house  during  her  widowhood. 

“  21y.  As  for  all  my  moveables  is  that  to  be  att  and  for  the  use  of  my  beloved  wife  during  her  widowhood 
and  then  to  be  equally  divided  amonge  at  all  my  daughters  only  one  third  of  said  moveables  to  be  my 
wifes  during  her  life,  and  after  her  decease  to  be  equally  devided  amongst  all  my  daughters  as  aforesaid. 

“31y.  I  doe  appoint  my  well  beloved  wife  to  be  Administratrix  one  my  Estate  and  to  my  Estate  and  my 
two  Loving  neighbors  Mr.  John  Lay  and  Mr.  Francis  Smith  to  bee  overseers  to  my  said  wife.  Lyme  Aprill 
the  seaventh  day  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1705. 

Witness:  Walston  Brockway  Sen’r 

Richard  Harris  Thomas  X  Champoyn” 

Thomas  Anderson 

1705,  May  2.  Do:  “Lyme,  This  day  Wolston  Brockway  Senior  and  Richard  Harris  made  oath  that  they 
saw  Thomas  Champion  make  his  mark  to  ye  above  written  will  and  that  he  did  declare  it  to  be  his  will  and 
at  that  time  he  was  of  sound  disposing  mind  and  memory.” 

1705,  May  7.  Do:  Thomas  Anderson  deposes  to  the  same  effect. 

1705,  Apl.  23.  P  297  Do:  “An  Inventory  of  Thomas  Champion’s  Estate  Apprised  at  Cost: 


Imprimis  To  One  yoke  of  Oxen  cash  eight  pounds  ........£  8-00-00 

21y  To  2  4  yer  ould  steers  ............  5-00430 

31y  To  3  Cows  att  2-10  .............  7-10-00 

41y  To  3  three  yare  oullds  ............  4-10-00 

51y  To  1  yearling  ..............  0-16-00 

6!y  To  1  two  year  oulld  .............  1-00-00 

71y  To  one  horse  ..............  2-10-00 

Sly  To  32  sheep  and  Lambs  ............  9-12-00 

91y  To  3  swine  ..............  1-10-00 

lOly  To  3  small  swine  .............  18-00 

Illy  To  the  dwelling  house  ............  40-00-00 

121y  To  5  acres  of  land  with  a  small  orchard  upon  it  adjoining  to  the  house  ....  15-00-00 

131y  To  15  Ackers  of  land  with  a  small  orchard  upon  itt  on  the  north  side  of  Duck  River  .  45-00-00 

141y  To  10  Acres  of  land  rough  Lying  over  black  halls  .......  4-00-00 

1 51y  To  7  ackers  of  meadow  lying  on  the  Island  comonly  called  by  the  name  of  the  Great  Island  21-00-00 

161y  To  the  Widows  own  bed,  with  the  bedstead,  curtains  and  all  the  upholstery  covering  and 

furniture  belonging  to  it  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  3-00-00 

481y  To  his  wearing  Apparill  of  shirts,  wastcoats,  briches,  cartes,  stockings,  one  hatt  one  payr  of 

Shous  and  gloves  .............  5-08-00 

521y  To  2  bookes  (last  item) .  0-06-00 

34  sundry  lines  making  52  lines  in  all  ...........  148-17-09 


Total  £323-17-09 

Debts  due  from  ye  Estate  ............  4-06-11” 

Above  Inventory  apprized  by  us:  Thomas  Anderson 

John  Lay 
Francis  Smith 


“The  names  and  the  ages  of  the  children  of  Thomas  Champion  of  Lyme  deceased: 

Hannah  Aged  20  years  Thomas  aged  14  years  Henry  10  years  Elizabeth  6  years 

Sarah  aged  17  years  Mary  aged  12  years  Deborah  8  years  Bridget  3  years” 
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1705,  June  1.  Vol.  I,  p  137  P  Ct:  “The  Last  Will  and  Testament  of  Thomas  Champion  together  with  an 
Inventory  of  his  estate  was  Exhibited  in  the  abovesaid  Court,  was  proved,  accepted  and  Ordered  to  be 
Recorded.” 

1705,  June  7.  Vol.  Ill,  p  56  P  Ct:  “Hannah  Champion  widow  and  relict  of  Thomas  Champion  appeared 
in  a  Prerogative  Court  held  in  New  London  June  the  7th,  1705  and  made  oath  that  she  gave  into  the  ap¬ 
praisers  a  true  account  of  the  Estate  of  her  deceased  husband  according  to  the  best  of  her  knowledge  and 
if  any  thing  further  appears  to  be  his  Estate  that  is  considerable,  it  shall  be  added  to  this  inventory.” 

1725/6,  Jan’y  23.  Vol.  IV,  p  32  L  R:  “  A  Deed  of  Sale  from  the  Heirs  of  Thomas  Champen  to  Renald 
Marvin  Junr:  To  all  people  to  whome  these  presents  shall  Come  Greeting  know  ye  that  we  Thomas 
Champion  and  Matthew  Beckwith  and  Hannah  Beckwith  ye  wife  of  sd  Matthew  Beckwith  and  Bridget 
Champen  all  of  Lyme  in  ye  county  of  New  London  &  Colony  of  Connecticut  and  Stephen  Schovcll  and 
Sarah  Scovell  and  Timothy  and  Mary  Fuller  and  Henry  Champen  all  of  East  Haddam  in  ye  County  of 
Hartford  in  sd  Colony,  and  Ebenezer  Johnson  and  Deborah  Johnson  and  John  Crocker  and  Elizabeth 
Crocker  of  Norwich  in  New  London  County  in  sd  Colony;  Have  for  good  Causes  us  moveing  especially  for 
ye  Sume  of  eight  pound  ten  shillings:  to  us  in  hand  paid:  and  secured  to  be  paid:  to  our  satisfaction  by 
Capt.  Renold  Marvin  of  sd  Lyme  have  therefore  sold  ....  eight  acres  of  Land  and  a  half  ....  in 
Lyme  Lying  to  the  eastward  of  the  Marvins  fresh  meadow  ....  South  by  the  Commons  .... 
have  hereunto  set  our  hands  and  seals  Jan’y  ye  23,  1725.” 

Signed  by  the  13  heirs  above  named. 


CHILDREN 

(all  but  last  recorded  Vol.  I,  p  115  at  Lyme) 

1.  HANNAH  b.  Feb’y  13,  1683;  m.  Matthew  Beckwith 

They  lived  in  Lyme. 

2.  SARAH  b.  Mch.  8,  1687/8;  m.  Nov.  4,  1705,  Stephen  Scovil 

They  lived  in  East  Haddam. 

3.  THOMAS  b.  Jan’y  21,  1690/1;  m.  June  21,  1709,  Elizabeth  Wade  9  ch 

They  lived  at  Lyme.  In  1717  he  agreed  to  a  division  of  the  father’s  real  estate  with  brother  Henry,  who  went 
to  East  Haddam,  while  Thomas  stayed  at  the  homestead. 

4.  MARY  b.  July  31,  1693;  m.  Timothy  Fuller 

They  resided  in  East  Haddam. 

5.  LIEUT.  HENRY  b.  May  2,  1695;  m.  Jan'y  16,  1717,  Mehitable  Rowley  (see  below) 

6.  DEBORAH  b.  Apl.  26,  1697;  m.  Oct.  29,  1717,  Ebenezer  Johnson 

They  lived  in  Norwich,  Ct. 

7.  ELIZABETH  b.  July  1,  1699;  m.  Dec.  5,  1722,  John  Crocker 

They  lived  at  West  Farms  in  Norwich. 

8.  BRIDGET  b.  1702 

Foregoing  deed  dated  Jan’y  23,  1725/6  at  Lyme  includes  “Bridget  Champen”  among  heirs  of  Thomas. 


LIEUT.  HENRY  CHAMPION  b.  May  2,  1695 

MEHITABLE  ROWLEY  m.  Jan’y  16,  1717 
b.  1697  d.  Nov.  26,  1779 

d.  Oct.  5,  1775  as  78  ae  85 

1697.  GSR:  Mehitable  Rowley  was  born  in 
the  very  beginning  days  of  East  Haddam,  before 
there  was  much  chance  of  recording  the  fact  in  the 
public  records. 


1695,  May  2.  Vol.  I,  115  L  R:  Henry  Cham¬ 
pion  was  born  at  Lyme  where  his  grandfather, 
his  namesake,  was  a  founder  of  the  town.  He  was 
brought  up  on  his  father’s  farm  at  Lyme  and  was 
there  presumably  up  to  the  time  when  he  bought 
the  James  Smith  property  in  East  Haddam  as 
shown  below.  His  brother  Thomas  taking  the 
homestead,  left  him  free  to  build  an  establishment 
elsewhere  and  he  chose  the  new  virgin  settlement 


196 


BASSETT  GENEALOGY 


1704,  Dec.  P  38  Champion  Gen  (1891):  Me- 
hitable  was  about  six  years  old  when  she  was 
baptized  at  the  Church  in  East  Haddam  where 
the  fact  is  recorded. 

1734/5,  March  24.  Vol.  XII,  p  330  P  Ct, 
Hartford:  This  is  the  date  when  her  father  Moses 
Rowley  makes  his  will.  After  giving  land,  tools, 
live  stock  and  some  household  goods  to  the  five 
sons  and  one  daughter  he  says:  “And  whatsoever 
else  which  I  shall  have  at  my  decease,  of  estate 
that  I  have  not  disposed  of  as  above  sd  to  be 
equally  divided  between  them,  excepting  20  shil- 
lings  apiece  to  be  paid  out  of  the  same  to  my  three 
daughters,  viz.,  Mary  Olmstead,  Naomi  Fuller 
and  Mehetabell  Champion.” 

1736/7,  Feb’y  17.  P  56  Do:  Henry  Champian 
and  Mehitabel  Champion  give  receipt  to  brethren 
Samuel  and  Ebcnezer  Rowley,  executors  of  the 
will  of  their  father  Moses  Rowley,  “having  re¬ 
ceived  in  full  of  what  belonged  to  us  of  the  estate 
by  said  will.” 

1764,  July  29.  Her  husband  makes  will,  but  she 
dies  before  he  does  and  hence  does  not  need  the 
will-provision  he  made  for  her.  These  are  his 
words:  “Imprimis,  I  Give  unto  my  Dearly  and 
well  beloved  wife  Mehitable  one  third  of  my 
Moveable  Estate  (the  Negro  Excepted  she  being 
other  ways  Disposed  of)  to  be  at  her  Dispose 
forever.”  At  this  time  she  was  sixty  years  of  age 
hence  probably  preferred  to  have  the  executor¬ 
ship  go  to  younger  hands.  Her  son  Israel  was 
named  executor. 

1775,  Oct.  5.  P  38  Champion  Gen:  At  age  of 
78,  almost  four-score,  she  dies  at  home  in  East 
Haddam.  The  town  record  says  Oct.  5th  but  the 
grave  stone  says  Oct.  4th.  See  the  inscription 
beside  that  of  her  husband’s. 
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beside  the  Connecticut  river  farther  north  where 
the  river  sweeps  in  wonderful  beauty  through  the 
hills  and  meadows.  The  fifty  acres  described  in 
the  next  item  as  at  the  east  end  of  the  Second 
Division,  was  a  rich  section  of  land. 

He  lived  about  one  mile  east  and  a  short  dis¬ 
tance  south-east  of  the  meeting  house  in  East 
Haddam,  or  Machimoodus  as  the  village  was 
called  when  he  removed  there.  His  house,  which 
was  a  substantial  one  for  the  time  in  which  it  was 
built,  is  still  standing,  and  is  pleasantly  situated 
on  the  brow  of  a  hill  looking  westward  and  directly 
fronting  the  road  which  leads  to  it.  At  this  point 
the  road  divides  right  and  left;  one  branch  turning 
northward  runs  in  that  direction  eighty  rods  and 
then  again  eastward.  His  farm  buildings  lay 
around  his  house  on  the  hill  which  slopes  gently 
down  to  the  North  and  East.  Gen.  Epaphroditus 
Champion,  his  grandson,  described  him  as  “a  man 
of  more  than  medium  height,  square  and  com¬ 
pactly  built,  all  his  joints  seemed  to  be  double, 
and  he  was  possessed  of  great  strength.  His  face 
was  handsome,  his  eyes  dark  and  his  complexion 
florid.  I  have  repeatedly  seen  him  dive  head-fore¬ 
most  from  the  mast  of  a  sloop  into  the  river.  He 
was  a  man  of  good  courage,  but  he  was  once 
thoroughly  frightened.  He  had  been  on  a  journey 
and  was  returning  home  late  at  night.  The  road 
led  through  a  forest  for  many  miles.  He  had  not 
rode  far  in  the  woods  when  he  heard  a  noise,  as  of 
wings  flapping,  in  the  road  behind  him.  He  looked 
around,  and  sure  enough  he  saw  there  in  the  dim 
light  two  white  wings  flapping  and  following  him 
along  the  road.  He  stopped  his  horse  and  the  mo¬ 
tion  of  the  wings  ceased,  and  they  themselves  dis¬ 
appeared.  He  then  went  on,  but  presently  he  heard 
the  same  sounds  and  saw  the  wings  following  him; 
he  put  his  horse  into  a  quick  trot,  then  into  a  canter, 

-  and  finally  upon  the  full  run;  but  goat  what  pace  he 

would  the  mysterious  wings  still  pursued  at  equal  distance.  In  utter  desperation  he  at  length  drew  in  his 
horse  and  then  the  wings  came  on  more  slowly.  Thus  through  the  whole  of  his  long  night  ride  these  white 
bodiless  wings  followed  him  with  their  ceaseless  flap-flap-flap.  At  last,  in  great  terror,  he  reached  his  own 
house,  and  in  the  light  of  a  candle,  the  object  of  his  dread  was  revealed  -  a  dark  colored  hound  with  long 
white  ears  that  had  lost  its  master  and  followed  him.” 

We  have  evidence  that  Henry  Champion  was  a  man  of  substantial  w'orth  for  he  so  lived  as  to  leave  the 
heritage  of  “an  honest  man”  engraved  in  stone,  [see  tombstone].  “An  honest  man’s  the  noblest  work  of 
God  ”,as  Pope  puts  it.  When  he  was  22  years  of  age  he  made  the  purchase  of  the  property  in  East  Haddam, 
having  moved  there  from  Lyme  probably  in  the  early  spring  of  the  same  year. 

1716,  June  13.  Vol.  I,  p  209  L  R,  East  Haddam:  “Know  all  men  by  thease  presents  that  I  James  Smith 
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of  ye  towne  of  haddome  on  ye  east  side  of  ye  grate  River  ....  in  consideration  of  £135  to  be  payd  to 
me  the  sayd  James  Smith  by  Henry  Champen  of  the  Towne  abovesd  ....  have  sould,  alleanated, 
enfeoffed,  bargained,  given,  grauntcd  and  confirmed  for  ever  to  Henry  Champen  ....  50  acres  at  ye 
east  end  of  ye  second  divission  ....  together  with  all  the  buildings,  fences,  water  courses,  herbiges 
.  .  .  .  in  ye  second  year  of  ye  reigne  of  our  sovereign  Lord  George  of  grate  brittain,  france  and  Ireland, 
King.” 

The  following  agreement  between  Henry  and  brother  Thomas  was  made  in  harmony  with  the  will  of  their 
father  who  had  now  been  dead  for  eleven  years.  He  had  provided  that  the  division  should  not  be  made  ‘‘till 
they  come  of  age.”  Meanwhile  their  mother  has  married  again  but  she  signs  the  agreement  to  clear  up 
any  uncertainty  as  to  her  interest  in  the  will. 

1716,  Nov.  11.  Vol.  Ill,  p  137  L  R,  Lyme:  “Agreement  between  Henry  &  Thcmas  Champion:  This 
writing  bearing  Date  ye  14th  of  novembcr  1716  witnescth  an  agreement  made  between  Thomas  Cham¬ 
pion  and  Henry  Champion  ye  Children  &  heirs  of  Thomas  Champion  Late  of  Lyme  in  ye  County  of  New 
London,  Deceased.  Touching  ye  Division  of  the  Lands  and  meadow  that  Did  belong  to  their  sd  father  by 
&  between  them  yr  sd  Thomas  and  Henry  Champion. 

“  Imprimas  the  sd  Thomas  Champion  and  Henry  Champion  Do  mutually  agree  and  covenant  that  the 
sd  Thomas  Champion  shall  have  and  hold  to  himselfe  and  his  heirs  and  assigns  for  ever  all  the  Dweling 
house  and  home  Lot  and  all  the  meadow  which  is  on  ye  great  Island  which  did  belong  to  our  sd  father 
Champion  for  his  full  share  or  Leagacy  or  part  of  sd  fathers  lands  according  as  sd  lands  are  bounded  in  ye 
Records  in  Lyme.  Secondly  the  sd  Thomas  Champion  and  Henry  Champion  Do  mutually  agree  and 
Covenant  that  the  Sd  Henry  Champion  shall  have  and  hold  to  him  self  his  heirs  and  assigns  for  ever  that 
peiceof  land  lying  by  Lts(Lieutanant’s)  River  Lying  between  Nathaniell  Clerks  Lot  and  Danll  Smiths  Lot, 
and  also  that  peice  of  Land  lying  near  William  Bordens  and  Skiners  Land  being  part  of  ye  forth  Division 

not  yet  laid  out  as  in  the  Records . in  witness  whereof  we  have  hereunto  enterchaingably  set  to 

our  hands  and  scale  this  11th  of  Novembr  1716. 

Thomas  Champion 

No  Witnesses  Henry  Champion 

Hannah  X  Wade 

Consenting  to  the  above  sd  Division” 

1716,  Nov.  21.  Vol.  II,  p  143  L  R,  Lyme:  “  Henry  Champion  of  Matchamoodus,  son  of  Thomas  Cham¬ 
pion  late  of  Lyme  deceased”,  sells  lands  of  his  inheritance  to  Daniel  Smith,  for  the  sum  of  £100. 

1716/17,  Jan’y  16.  P  38  Champion  Gen:  The  wedding  bells  ring  at  East  Haddam  within  seven  month’s 
of  Henry  Champion’s  purchase  of  the  Smith  dwelling  and  farm.  What  better  could  he  do  than  to  pick  a 
charming  girl  from  a  neighboring  farm  to  grace  his  new  home.  He  is  now  most  22  while  she  is  some  two 
years  younger. 

1717,  May  17.  Vol.  I,  p  1  Ear  Mark  Rec:  The  Ear  Mark  Records  of  East  Haddam  were  recopied  by  the 
Town  Clerk  in  the  year  1771.  The  third  item  in  this  book  reads  as  follows:  “  1717  Lt.  Henry  Champion  his 
Mark  for  his  Creatures  is  a  half  Penny  the  uper  side  of  the  Near  Ear.”  1715  is  the  earliest  date. 

1723,  April  22.  Vol.  I,  p  523  P  R,  E  Haddam:  “A  Record  of  the  Laying  out  of  the  4th  division  of  Up¬ 
land  on  ye  east  side  of  Great  River  in  haddam.  The  lots  in  sd  division  begins  at  the  east  line  of  haddam 
bounds  and  so  buts  Westerly  on  the  pond  called  ye  long  pond  and  on  Richard  Rogers  and  the  rest  to  be  an: 
140:  Rods  in  Length  east  and  west.”  The  77th  Lott  is  Layd  out  “to  henery  Champion  one  Rod  wide  and 
cuts  south  on  daniell  Brainard’s  Lott.” 

1726/7,  Feb’y  21.  PR,  No  page  numbers:  “At  the  same  meeting  it  was  votted  that  the  eighth  divission 
agreed  upon  february  14,  1726/7  to  be  Layd  out  at  the  rate  of  Sixty  acres  to  the  hundred  pound  it  is  now 
agreed  upon  and  determined  that  sd  division  shall  be  Layd  out  at  the  Rate  of  forty  acres  to  the  hundred 
pound.”  One  hundred  and  sixty  nine  citizens  participated  in  this  eighth  division  of  upland.  Henry  Cham¬ 
pion  has  21st  choice;  Moses  Rowle,  father-in-law,  has  134th  choice. 
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1726/7,  Feb’y  25.  Vol.  II,  p  399  L  R,  Middletown:  Henry  Champion  of  East  Haddam  buys  “land  in 
Middletown,  East  side  of  the  River,  of  Ebenezer  Hubbard,  for  £50.” 

1740,  Dec.  22.  Vol.  1740-1765,  p  1  T  V:  “Att  the  Same  Meeting  Sargt  Henry  Champen  was  chosen 
moderator  for  this  present  meeting.”  ....  “Att  ye  same  meeting  it  was  voted  that  Sergt.  Henry 
Champen  should  have  fourteen  shillings  in  money  for  going  to  meet  with  Lyme  gentlemen  to  proambalate 
and  going  to  haddam.” 

1741,  Oct.  8.  Vol.  VII,  p  122  G  A:  “At  a  General  Assembly  holden  at  New  Haven:  This  Assembly  do 
establish  and  confirm  Mr.  Henry  Champin  to  be  Ensign  of  the  South  Company  or  trainband  in  the  town 
of  East  Haddam,  and  order  that  he  be  commissioned  accordingly.”  Here  is  a  sample  of  military  matters 
settled  by  this  same  session  of  the  General  Assembly:  “Whereas  there  is  laid  before  this  Court  a  letter 
from  General  Wentworth  and  instructions  to  Capts  Hopkins  and  Winslow,  dated  from  the  Camp  in  the 
isle  of  Cuba,  August  12th,  1741  respecting  the  levying  of  souldiers  for  recruiting  his  Majesty’s  forces  there; 
as  also  a  letter  from  his  Grace  the  Duke  of  Newcastle,  directing  our  Compliance  with  such  request  from 
the  general,  in  case  it  should  be  made”;  it  is  therefore  enacted  that  from  50  to  200  soldiers  be  enlisted  and 
transported  to  the  said  isle  of  Cuba. 

1743,  Dec.  26.  TV:  Directly  after  the  town  meeting  of  this  date  is  entered  “The  freemens  Roll  of  East 
Haddam.”  Our  family  names  upon  it  are:  “Thomas  Champen,  Henry  Champen  Junr,  Eleazer  Rowlee, 
Israel  Champean,  Ebenezer  Rowlee  Junr.”  Henry  Champion  Senior’s  name  does  not  appear  through  over¬ 
sight  of  some  kind. 

1744,  Dec.  18.  Vol.  1740-1765,  p  16  T  V:  “At  ye  Same  Meeting  Dec"  Noadiah  Brainerd  was  Chosen 
ye  first,  Ens"  Henry  Champen  ye  second,  Dec"  Jeremiah  Gates  ye  3d,  Ens"  William  Beebe  ye  4th,  Sar' 
Samuel  Barns  ye  fifth  townsman  for  ye  year  ensuing.” 

1745,  Dec.  25.  P  19  Do:  “Att  a  Town  Meeting  Held  In  East  Haddam  December  ye  25,  A  D:  1745.  Ens“ 
Henry  Champen  was  chosen  moderator  for  sd  meeting.” 

1745/6,  Mch.  14.  P  22  Do:  “Voted  that  the  Towne  will  appoint  a  committee  to  take  Care  of  the  Tim¬ 
ber  and  wood  standing  on  the  Sequestered  Commons  &  to  prosecute  in  ye  Towns  behalf  any  person  which 
may  Trespass  thereon.”  Sixteen,  of  whom  Ensign  Henry  Champin  was  one,  were  named  and  any  three  of 
them  could  act.  Later  in  the  year  (Dec.  3)  “Henry  Champin  Jun  was  chosen  Towne  Collector.” 

1747,  Dec.  10.  Vol.  1700-1765,  T  V,  in  rear,  no  page  nos:  “  In  ye  Custody  of  Ens  Henry  Champen  of 
East  Haddam  A  Red  hifer  two  years  &  vantage  old  with  a  white  face  &L  white  under  the  Belley  marked 
with  a  coop  upon  ye  top  of  ye  Right  <=ar  and  a  slit  or  a  Swallow  tail  in  ye  end  of  ye  same  ear.  Recorded 
December  ye  10th  Day  A  D  1747.” 

1748,  Dec.  22.  Vol.  1740-1765,  p  28  T  V:  “Att  ye  same  meeting  Ens”  Henry  Champen,  Sarg‘  Joseph 
Bate,  Sarg1  Samuel  Barn,  John  Comstock  ware  chosen  Grandiury  men  for  year  ensueing;”  and  same  again 
next  year. 

1750,  May  10.  Vol.  VIII,  p  1 1  G  C:  “This  Assembly  do  establish  and  confirm  Mr.  Henry  Champin  to 
be  Lieutenant  of  the  South  Company  or  trainband  in  the  town  of  East  Haddam  and  order  that  he  be  Com¬ 
missioned  accordingly.”  In  the  Ear  Mark  Record  of  1717  he  is  called  Lt.  Henry  Champion  but  it  is  evident 
that  the  Town  clerk  who  recopied  this  old  record  in  1771  inserted  the  title  not  really  acquired  until  now. 

1753,  Jan’y  2.  Vol.  1740-1765,  p  35  T  V:  “Att  ye  same  meeting  Lieut.  Henry  Champion  was  chosen 
Moderator  for  ye  abovesd  meeting.” 

1753,  Dec.  27.  P  36  Do:  “Att  ye  same  meeting  it  was  voted  that  Lieut.  Henry  Champion  shall  have 
3  Lb  old  tenor  preambulate.” 

1754,  Dec.  3.  P  37  Do:  Lieut.  Henry  Champion  is  chosen  one  of  three  selectmen  for  the  year  ensuing, 
and  so  again  in  Dec.,  1658  and  1659. 
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1755,  Feb’y  6.  P  38  Do:  Henry  Champion  is  one  of  a  committee  of  five  to  “adit  accounts  with  the 
selectmen  of  Et.  Hdm.” 

1757,  Dec.  5.  P  41  Do:  “Att  ye  same  meeting  Henry  Champion,  Thos  Smith  ware  chosen  fence  viewers 
for  the  year  insuing.” 

1759,  Oct.  1 1.  Vol.  IX,  p  221  G  A:  Upon  the  petition  of  Henry  Champion  and  other  selectmen  of  E. 
Haddam,  the  Gcn'l  Assembly  gives  them  power  to  sell  part  of  an  estate  falling  to  a  nere-do-well  to  make 
good  £2M9-5  expended  on  the  family. 

1759,  Dec.  3.  T  V,  not  paged:  The  town  which  on  various  occasions  had  honored  him  with  the  choice 
of  Moderator  at  their  meetings  now  choose  him  again  for  this  office;  and  at  the  same  meeting  Lieut  Henry 
Champion  is  reelected  one  of  three  selectmen,  having  held  the  office  through  1758. 

1764,  June  29.  Vol.  V,  p  56  P  Ct,  Colchester,  Ct:  “In  the  Name  of  God  Amen  this  twenty  ninth  Day  of 
June  A  D  1764  I  Henry  Champion  of  East  Haddam  in  the  County  of  Hartford  and  Colony  of  Connecticut 
in  New  England  being  week  and  low  in  Body  but  of  a  sound  Disposing  mind  and  Memory  and  calling  to 
mind  my  own  Mortality  and  knowing  that  it  is  Appointed  for  all  Men  once  to  Die  being  willing  to  Set  my 
House  in  Order  Do  make  and  Ordain  this  to  be  my  Last  will  and  testament,  and  in  the  first  place  I  would 
resign  and  Commit  my  Soul  into  the  hands  of  God  that  gave  it  hoping  and  believing  that  I  shall  Obtain 
remission  of  all  my  sins  through  the  alone  merits  of  Jesus  Christ  my  only  Savior  and  that  for  his  sake  I 
shall  be  Admited  into  Life  Eternal  and  my  Body  I  commit  to  the  Dust  to  be  buried  in  A  Christian  Decent 
Manner  at  the  Discretion  of  my  Executor  hereafter  named  Nothing  Doubting  that  at  the  Resurrection  of 
the  Just  I  shall  receive  the  same  again  by  the  Mighty  Power  of  God  and  as  touching  Such  temporal  Estate 
as  it  has  pleased  God  to  bestow  upon  me  I  order  and  Dispose  of  it  in  the  Manner  following  viz: 

“Imprimis  I  Give  unto  my  Dearly  and  well  beloved  wife  Mehitable  one  third  of  my  Moveable  Estate 
(the  Negro  excepted  she  being  other  ways  Disposed  of)  to  be  at  her  Dispose  forever. 

“Itim  I  give  unto  my  Loving  Son  Ebenezer  Champion  the  use  and  Improvement  of  Seventy  Acres  of 
Land  lying  in  Millington  Parish  Near  Deacon  Daniel  Gates  During  his  Natural  Life.  And  whereas  My 
Loving  sons  Henry  Champion  and  Judah  Champion  have  received  their  full  part  and  proportion  of  my 
Estate  otherways  already,  therefore  I  give  them  nothing  here. 

“Itim  I  give  to  my  Loving  son  Israel  Champion  and  to  his  Heirs  and  Assigns  forever  twenty  Acres  of 
Land  lying  to  the  East  of  Mr.  Matthew  Smith's  home  Lot  in  said  East  Hadham  and  also  five  Acres  of  Land 
in  said  East  Haddam  Joining  to  Mr.  Lord  and  also  I  give  unto  my  said  son  Israel  and  to  his  Heirs  and 
Assigns  the  one  half  of  the  Seventy  Acres  Mentioned  above  to  Ebenezer  after  said  Ebenezer’s  Decease  and 
in  Case  Israel  should  not  survive  the  said  Ebenezer  then  the  said  half  of  the  Seventy  Acres  to  go  to  Israel’s 
Heirs  all  which  I  give  unto  Israel  on  this  Condition,  Viz:  that  he  pay  as  a  Legacy  unto  my  two  Loving 
Daughters  Mehitable  Deming  and  Mary  Mason  ten  pounds  Lawful  Money  to  each  of  them  within  two 
years  after  my  Decease. 

“  Itim  I  give  unto  my  Loving  Daughter  Mehitable  Demming  the  one  third  part  of  my  Movable  Estate 
Excepting  my  negro  Woman  and  also  I  give  unto  my  said  Daughter  Mehitable  and  to  her  heirs  and  assigns 
forever  the  one  quarter  of  the  seventy  Acres  of  Land  that  is  to  be  improved  by  Ebenezer  after  said  Eben- 
ezer’s  Decease. 

“  Itim  I  give  unto  my  Loving  Daughter  Mary  Mason  one  third  part  of  my  Moveable  Estate  Excepting 
the  Negro  woman  and  also  I  give  unto  my  said  Daughter  Mary  and  to  her  heirs  and  Assigns  forever  one 
quarter  of  the  seventy  Acres  of  Land  that  is  to  be  Improved  by  Ebenezer  after  said  Ebenezer’s  Decease. 

“To  my  Loving  Grand  Daughter  Elizabeth  Brainard  I  give  nothing  here,  her  Mother  having  Received 
her  Portion  in  her  Life  time. 

“  Itim  It  is  my  will  that  my  Executer  hereafter  named  shall  sell  that  Piece  of  Land  that  Joins  to  Mrs. 
Elijah  Ackley  and  Rowland  Crocker  in  said  East  Haddam  being  About  Nine  Acres  to  pay  my  debts 
funeral  Charges  &c  and  also  it  is  my  will  and  I  give  unto  my  said  Executor  my  Negro  woman  Named  Pace 
for  him  to  Dispose  of  as  he  shall  Judge  Best  to  Enable  him  to  pay  and  satisfy  all  my  Just  Debts. 
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“And  Lastly  I  do  hereby  nominate  and  Appoint  my  Loving  son  Israel  Champion  of  said  East  Haddam 
to  be  sole  Executor  to  this  my  last  will  and  testament  and  in  witness  of  what  is  above  written  I  have  here¬ 
unto  set  my  hand  and  seal  the  Day  and  year  above  written. 

“Signed  Sealed  Published  and  Declared  to  be  the  Last  Will  and  Henry  Champion” 

Testament  of  the  said  Henry  Champion  in  presence  of: 

Thomas  Smith 
Bezaleel  Gates 
Daniel  Brainard” 

1779,  Nov.  26.  GSR:  At  the  ripe  age  of  85,  and  in  the  midst  of  the  Revolution,  the  Lieutenant  dies  at 
home  in  East  Haddam.  No  doubt  he  had  longed  for  peace  as  many  were  longing  in  those  days  just  as 
always  is  the  case  in  war;  but  there  were  no  peace  societies  yet  in  the  world  and  no  poets  to  express  the 
truth  as  Longfellow  did  in  later  years: 

“Were  half  the  power  that  fills  the  world  with  terror, 

Were  half  the  wealth  bestowed  on  camps  and  courts 
Given  to  redeem  the  human  mind  from  ERROR 
There  were  no  need  for  arsenals  and  forts.” 

In  a  small  burying-ground  about  200  rods  north  of  the  old  town  house  of  East  Haddam  are  three  plain 
tombstones  with  inscriptions  as  follows:  “Sacred  to  the  Memory  of  |  Mr.  Henry  Champion  |  who  departed 
this  life  |  Novr  26,  1779,  in  ye  |  85th  year  of  his  age.  |  An  honest  man. 

“Sacred  to  the  Memory  of  |  Mrs.  Mahetable  Champion  |  wife  of  Mr.  Henry  Champion  |  who  departed 
this  life  |  Oct.  4,  1775,  in  ye  |  78  year  of  her  age. 

“In  Memory  of  |  Mr.  Ebcnezer  Champion  |  who  departed  this  life  |  Jany  16th,  1789  j  aged  70  years.” 

1780,  Feb’y  7.  Vol.  V,  p  50  P  Ct,  Colchester:  “At  a  Court  of  probate  Held  at  Colchester  February  7, 
1780,  appeared  Israel  Champion  Executor  to  the  Last  Will  of  Henry  Champion  Exhibited  sd  Will  ac¬ 
cepted  and  ordered  to  be  recorded.”  The  Inventory  was  probably  recorded  in  Vol.  6,  which  on  the  occa¬ 
sion  of  our  visit  to  Colchester  we  could  not  locate.  Mr.  Harley  P.  Buell,  the  Probate  Judge,  said  moreover 
that  he  had  never  seen  Vol.  6. 


CHILDREN 

(all  born  in  East  Haddam,  Ct.) 

1.  EBENEZER  b.  Jan’y  27,  1718;  he  d.  Jan’y  16,  1789,  a:  70 

He  was  a  bachelor.  A  stone  as  above  is  erected  to  his  memory  in  old  cemetery,  East  Haddam. 

2.  MEHITABLE  b.  Feb’y  25,  1720;  m.  Dec.  18,  1740,  David  Deming  (see  below) 

3.  COL.  HENRY  b.  Jan’y  19,  1723;  m.  (1)  Dec.  25,  1746,  Deborah  Brainerd;  he  d.  July  21,  1797,  a?  74  shed.  10  ch 

Mch.  17,  1789,  x  64 

He  m.  (2)  Nov.  24,  1791,  Mrs.  Sarah  Brainerd  Lewis  who  d.  Jan’y  17,  1818,  ae  74.  In  1776  he  was  Colonel  of 
25th  Regiment  of  Connecticut.  Resided  in  Westchester,  Colchester,  Conn.  His  will  was  written  in  pounds 
sterling,  but  his  inventory  was  in  dollars  amounting  to  $36,795.50.  His  son  Gen.  Henry  Champion  obtained 
the  charter  of  the  Phoenix  Bank  in  Hartford  because  the  State  Bank  had  refused  him  the  accommodation  of 
$2,000.  Another  son  was  Gen.  Epaphroditus  Champion,  who  has  very  handsome  monument  in  Riverview 
Cemetery  at  East  Haddam.  It  says,  “He  was  a  devoted  patriot  of  the  Revolution,  and  for  ten  years  a  highly 
respected  member  of  the  Congress  of  the  United  States.  Talents,  benevolence  and  integrity  characterized 
his  spotless  life.”  Of  Lucretia,  his  wife,  it  says,  “The  best  of  Wives,  of  Mothers  &  of  Friends.” 

4.  ISRAEL  b.  Dec.  20,  1726;  m.  Apl.  29,  1756,  Mehitable  Fuller;  he  d.  Mch.  6,  1815,  ae  89  she  d.  1793,  x  62  10  ch 

They  settled  on  the  homestead  at  East  Haddam.  He  was  the  executor  and  on  his  death  the  homestead  went 
to  their  son  Andrew. 

5.  REV.  JUDAH  b.  Aug.  20,  1729;  m.  Jan’y  4,  1758,  Elizabeth  Welch;  he  d.  Oct.  28,  1810,  x  81  she  d.  Oct.  30,  3  ch 

1823,  ae  87 

He  was  Yale  Graduate  of  1751.  Was  minister  at  Litchfield,  greatly  honored. 
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6.  MARY  b.  Nov.  28,  1731;  m.  (1)  Fcb'y  16,  1757,  Rev.  Elijah  Mason;  she  d. -  he  d.  Jan'v  13,  1770 

He  was  3rd  minister  of  Chester,  Ct.  She  m.  (2)  after  1770  Col.  Obidiah  Hosford  who  was  Colonel  of  12th  Reg. 
of  Conn,  in  Revolution. 

7.  ELIZABETH  b.  June  26,  1734;  m.  Dec.  27,  1757,  Abner  Brainerd;  she  d.  Nov.  16,  1758,  ae  24  he  d.  Oct.  17, 

17S6,  ae  55 

They  were  of  East  Haddam,  Ct.  Inv'y  at  Colchester,  £855- 2-9. 


LINE  OF  DESCENT 

David  Doming  b.  1709  m.  Mehitable  Champion  b.  1720 

Ira  Buell  b.  1745  m.  Prudence  Deming  b.  1741 

Nathan  Bassett  b.  1769  m.  Mehitable  Buell  b.  1774 

Ozias  Buell  Bassette  b.  1807  m.  Emeline  Eno  b.  1805 

Frederick  Henry  Bassette  b.  1839  m.  Margaret  Anderson  b.  1844 


2  ch 

1  ch 
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ROBERT  CHITTENDEN 
MARY  MERRIAM 
b. 
d. 


b. 

m. 

d. 


1594,  March.  P  7  Chittenden  Family  (1882): 
Robert  Chittenden’s  son  William  was  baptized  at 
this  time  as  per  the  vital  records  at  Marden,  near 
Cranbrooke,  County  Kent,  England.  This  seems 
to  be  about  all  we  know  of  William’s  father  and 
mother,  who  presumably  lived  and  died  at  Marden.  Only  one  month  before  this,  February  27th  in  fact, 
Henry  the  IV  of  France,  the  first  of  the  Bourbons,  “the  Great  and  the  Good,”  who  signed  the  Edict  of 
Nantes,  was  anointed  King.  Henry’s  first  care  was  to  terminate  the  religious  disputes  which  had  so  long 
distracted  the  Kingdom.  The  Edict  of  Nantes  allowed  the  Protestants  the  exercise  of  their  worship;  it  left 
open  to  them  admission  to  all  employments;  established  in  every  parliament  a  chamber  composed  of  mag¬ 
istrates  of  each  religion;  tolerated  the  general  assemblies  of  the  Reformers;  authorized  them  to  raise  taxes 
among  themselves  for  the  benefit  of  their  church;  provided  ministers  for  them;  and  granted  them  forti¬ 
fied  places  of  safety,  the  principal  of  which  was  Rochelle. 


CHILDREN 

(only  one  known  to  us) 

1.  MAJOR  WILLIAM  bp.  Mch.,  1594;  m.  a  1629,  Joane  Sheaffe  (see  below) 


MAJ.  WILLIAM  CHITTENDEN  bp. Mch.,  1594 
JOANE  SHEAFFE  m.  a  1629 

b.  a  1608  d.  a  Dec.,  1660 

d.  Aug.  16,  1668,  x  a  60  ae  66 

1625,  Nov.  1.  Vol.  55,  p  213  N  E  H  &  G:  When 
Joane  Sheaffe  was  say  sixteen  years  old  her  father 
Edmund  Sheaffe  of  Cranbrook,  Kent  County, 
England,  made  his  will,  naming  among  others, 
“my  wife  Joane  and  my  wife’s  five  children.” 
Joane  was  one  of  these  five,  a  young  maiden,  per¬ 
haps  a  little  younger,  and  perhaps  a  little  older 
than  sixteen.  She  was  married  along  about  1629 
and,  as  a  young  mother,  lived  for  some  ten  years 
in  England  before  coming  to  virgin  America  to 
start  life  over  again.  On  this  trip,  probably  her 
mother  was  with  her  as  well  as  husband  and  five 
children. 

1660/1,  Feb’y  21.  Vol.  A,  p  185  T  V  &  Ct  R, 
Guilford:  The  inventory  of  her  husband’s  estate 
is  now  “prsented  &  proved  upo  Oath  by  Joane 
ye  widdow  &  relict  of  the  deceased.  Ye  widowe’s 
Thirds  were  set  out  ”  to  her. 


1594,  Mch.  P  7  Do:  “William,  son  of  Robert 
Chittenden”,  is  baptized  at  Marden,  County  Kent, 
England.  The  record  is  signed  “Solmon  Boxer, 
Vicar  of  Marden.” 

1616—1648.  Vol.  I,  p  381  Savage:  This  is  the 
period  of  the  Thirty  Years  War  in  Europe  and, 
because  of  religious  persecutions  at  home,  William 
Chittenden  retired  to  the  low  countries  and  gave 
his  services  to  the  Prince  of  Orange  for  a  while. 
He  fought  in  the  Netherlands  and  reached  the 
rank  of  Major  before  he  retired.  I n  this  war,  which 
in  fact  was  a  series  of  wars,  most  of  the  Catholic 
princes  of  Germany  and  Spain  were  engaged  on 
one  side  throughout;  but  against  different  antag¬ 
onists.  It  began  between  the  Catholics  and  Prot¬ 
estants  of  Germany,  when  the  Emperor  was  Cath¬ 
olic  and  fathered  severe  measures  not  only  against 
the  Protestant  religion  but  also  against  their  civil 
rights.  The  great  Gustavus  Adolphus  was  the 
Protestants’  shining  star,  but  being  killed  in  his 
crowning  victory  at  Lutzen  (1632),  he  had  no 
able  successor  and  the  Treaty  of  Westphalia,  after 
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1665,  May  1.  Vol.  55,  p  214  N  E  H  &  G:  The 
widow  Joane  is  now  somewhere  in  the  neighbor¬ 
hood  of  57,  and  she  has  but  three  years  more  to 
live;  but  kind  nature  is  silent  about  it,  and  today 
she  marries  for  second  husband  Abraham  Crutten- 
den  of  Guilford.  He  outlived  her  by  13  years.  He 
made  will  Sept.  14,  1681  and  inventory  of  June 
8,  1683  shows  £663-09-01. 

1665,  Nov.  24.  Vol.  I,  2d  Part,  p  20  P  Ct,  New 
Haven:  “The  last  will  &  testament  of  Mrs.  Joane 
Cruttenden  late  of  Guilford  deceased:  Know  all 
men  That  I  Joane  Cruttenden  of  Guilford  being 
in  estate  of  good  health  of  body  &  of  sound  mind 
&  memory  Doe  (according  to  ye  liberty  which  I 
have  by  coven1  with  Abraham  Cruttenden  Senr 
my  now  husband  reserved  before  marriage)  make 
this  my  last  will  &  testament  in  manner  and  forme 
following.  Imprs.  My  will  is  That  all  my  estate 
that  shalbe  left  at  my  decease  (after  all  ye  Debts 
&  legacies  Due  from  my  former  husband  Willm 
Chittenden’s  estate  are  payd  as  alsoe  what  I  have 
now  given  as  an  overplus  or  addition  of  portion 
unto  any  child  in  this  p’sent  Will)  shalbe  divided 
into  seven  equall  parts,  vizt:  as  to  the  sonns  or 
price  according  to  Inventory  &  then  my  eldest 
sonne  Thomas  Chittenden  to  have  one  of  those 
pts  &  five  pounds  more,  to  be  payd  him  out  of 
the  housing,  orchard  &  all  of  the  land  that  lyeth 
together  about  house,  all  which  he  is  to  have  to 
him  &  his  heyers  for  ever,  paying  out  of  it  unto 
my  other  five  children,  whatever  it  comes  to  more 
than  his  portion  before  mentioned.  Item  my  Will 
is  that  my  son  Nathan"  shall  have  the  lott  in  the 
playne  as  it  is  prized  at  sixteen  pounds  towards 
his  part.  Item  I  give  five  pounds  of  my  estate  in 
England  unto  my  loveing  husband  Abraham  Crut¬ 
tenden.  Alsoe  I  give  to  my  daughters  Johanna  & 
Mary  Chittenden  five  pounds  apiece  more  than 
their  first  portion,  &  unto  Hanna  Ten  pounds  more 
in  case  that  they  or  either  of  them  be  unmarried 
at  ye  time  of  my  decease.  Item  my  will  is  that 
all  of  my  wearing  cloaths  Hanna  shall  have  a  third 
yt,  &  the  rest  to  be  divided  amongst  my  daughters 
yl  shalbe  then  liveing,  and  I  would  have  each 
child  to  have  his  or  her  proportion  of  what  shall 
be  in  England  left  or  of  my  household  stuffe  here. 
Lastly  my  Will  is  that  my  son  Thomas  Chittenden 
&  my  son  Thomas  Wright  shall  be  my  joint  execu¬ 
tors  of  this  my  last  Will  &  testamt,  they  giveing 


seven  years  of  diplomatic  shuffling,  finally  put  an 
end  to  the  terrible  struggle. 

1629.  William’s  campaigning  kept  him  in  the 
field  probably  until  he  was  close  to  35  years  of  age. 
The  war  was  still  raging  when  he  married,  about 
this  time,  the  21  year  old  Joane  SheafTe.  Probably 
he  did  some  campaigning  after  marriage,  but  even 
so,  he  came  to  America  with  his  Major’s  title  be¬ 
fore  the  war  was  over. 

1638.  Vol.  I,  p  382  Savage:  The  author  says 
that  “William  Chittenden  came  from  East  Guil¬ 
ford  in  County  Sussex,  adjoining  Rye  on  the  Brit¬ 
ish  Channel  near  border  of  Kent,  or  perhaps  from 
Kent,  with  wife  Joan  daughter  of  Dr.  Jacob  Sheaffe 
(should  be  Edmond)  of  Cranbroke  in  Kent  and  sis¬ 
ter  of  Jacob  Sheaffe  and  of  the  wife  of  Rev.  Henry 
Whitefield”  (error  probably  though  related). 
Whitefield  was  the  first  minister  of  Guilford,  Con¬ 
necticut,  “with  whom  they  came  to  America  in 
1638.”  The  trip,  however,  was  actually  made  in 
1639  as  appears  below.  The  W’hitefield  parsonage 
is  still  standing  -  the  oldest  house  in  Connecticut 
and  now  beautifully  kept  by  the  local  historical 
society. 

1639,  May  20  to  25.  P  229  Chittenden  Gen:  On 
one  of  these  six  days  a  ship  of  about  350  tons  left 
London  for  Quillipiack  [New  Haven].  It  had  been 
about  a  week  on  its  way  when  the  twenty  five  re¬ 
ferred  to  in  the  next  item  signed  the  agreement  for 
the  settlement  of  the  new  town  in  the  wilderness. 
They  arrived  at  New  Haven  in  about  seven  weeks 
or  about  July  10th  and  proceeded  at  once  to  make 
arrangements  for  settling  Guilford. 

1639,  June  1.  P  6  Do:  En  route  to  America, 
William  Chittenden  was  the  fourth  one  of  the 
twenty  five  founders  who  signed  the  agreement  for 
the  settlement  of  a  town  and  the  founding  of  a 
Church  at  Guilford,  Conn.,  “by  God’s  gracious 
permission.”  These  25  came  chiefly  from  the  coun¬ 
ties  of  Kent,  Surrey  and  Sussex  in  England.  Wil¬ 
liam  Chittenden  was  from  the  first  an  assistant  to 
the  chief  magistrate. 

1639,  Sept.  29.  Vol.  B,  p  1  T  V,  Guilford: 
“ffirst  we  doe  ackowledge  ratify  confirme  &  al¬ 
low  the  agreement,  made  in  Mr.  Menman’s  Barne 
at  Quelinpiack,  now  called  Newhaven,  that  the 
whole  lands  called  menunoatuck  should  be  pur¬ 
chased  for  us  & i  our  heirs,  but  the  deeds  &  writing 
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securitie  to  the  court  here  to  perform  all  things 
according  to  the  true  intent  of  this  my  last  Will 
as  aforesd,  &  likewise  I  give  unto  his  son  Sam" 
Chittenden  my  biggest  silver  spoon.  In  witness 
whereof  I  have  set  to  my  hand  &  seale  this  foure 
&  tw'entyeth  day  of  November  Anno:  1665. 

JOANE  CrUTTENDEN  (SEALE)” 

“Memoranda.  That  these  words  interlined,  vizt 
(&  my  son  Thomas  Wright)  were  Interlined  before 
the  signing,  sealing  hereof, 

In  the  presence  of:  John  Leet 

Andrew  Leet” 

1668,  Aug.  16.  P  12  Chittenden  Gen:  Mrs. 
Joan  Cruttenden  dies  at  home  in  Guilford  at  age 
close  to  three  score  years. 

1668/9,  Jan’y.  Vol.  I,  p  20  P  Ct,  New  Haven: 
“An  inventory  of  the  Estate  of  Mrs.  Joane  Crut¬ 
tenden  late  of  Guilford  deceased  taken  &  apprized 
Jan’ry,  1668  by  John  ffowler  &  John  Sc  wan- 
tom: 


Imp 

Estate  in  England  . 

£  76:  13:  10 

H 

Estate  in  ye  hand  of  Benjamin  Wright, 

44:  02:  00 

* 

Estate  in  William  Stone’s  hand 

20:  00:  00 

IK 

The  housing  &  land  at  home  . 

100:  00:  00 

H 

Land  in  ye  playne  .... 

16:  00:  00 

IK 

one  bay  mare  .... 

06:  00:  00 

IK 

one  black  mare . 

07:  10:  00 

IK 

one  black  mare  4  years  old 

06:  10:  00 

IK 

one  three  year  old  sorreld  horse 

07:  00:  00 

IK 

one  two  year  old  horse  . 

05:  00:  00 

IK 

one  year  &  vantage  horse  colt  . 

03:  10:  00 

IK 

one  silver  tankard 

05:  06:  00 

IK 

one  silver  cup . 

03:  02:  00 

IK 

one  silver  wine  cup  &  a  Swan  cup 

02:  07:  00 

IK 

ten  silver  spoones  .... 

04:  07:  00 

IK 

in  money  one  pound  five 

01:  05:  00 

IK 

20  pieces  of  pewter  wayed  49  lbs 

03:  14:  00 

% 

one  furnace 

03:  10:  00 

IK 

Debt  to  the  estate 

14:  04:  00 

IK 

two  green  Rugs . 

05:  00:  00 

IK 

one  mare  3  years  old  2  colts 

08:  00:  00 

IK 

a  great  new  bible,  a  great  chest 

01:  14:  00 

IK 

the  land  at  Homanessett 

35:  00:  00 

* 

a  sattinises  gowne 

03:  05:  00 

H 

111  lines  of  sundries 

93:  19:  19 

Total  £476:  19:  09 


1688,  Feb’y  15.  Vol.  55,  p  214  N  E  H  &  G: 
Mary  Merriam,  wife  of  Robert  Merriam,  of  Con¬ 
cord,  Mass.,  sister  of  Joanne  Sheafe  Chittenden, 
in  will,  mentions  her  cousin  (neice)  Mrs.  Elizabeth 
Corwin,  eldest  daughter  of  her  brother  Jacob 


thereabout  to  be  made  &  drawne  (fro  the  Indians) 
in  the  minds  of  these  six  planters  in  our  stead,  viz: 
Henry  Whitfield,  Robt  Kitchel,  William  Leete, 
William  Chittenden,  John  Bist.opp  &  John  Cap- 
finch  notwithstanding  all  every  planter  shall  pay 
his  proportionable  pt  or  share  towards  all  the 
charges  &  expenses  for  purchasing  settling  securing 
everything  on  thenceforth  publicque  affaires  of 
this  plantation  according  to  such  vote  &  manner 
of  voting  as  shalbe  from  time  to  time  agreed  in  the 
plantation.” 

The  land  to  be  purchased  was  between  the  Rut- 
tawoo  and  Ajicomick  rivers.  There  is  no  record  of 
the  early  pilgrims  showing  that  they  ever  took  any 
land  from  the  Indians  by  force.  They  always  of¬ 
fered  and  came  to  agreement  with  the  Indians  as 
to  a  fair  price. 

1641,  Dec.  17.  P  32  Guilford  Hist  (1897):  Wil¬ 
liam  Chittenden  is  among  the  seven  planters  who 
are  named  in  the  deed  given  by  Uncas,  the  Mohe- 
gan  Sachem,  for  lands,  etc.,  located  between  the 
Moosamattuck  and  the  Tuckshishoagg  rivers. 

1641/2,  Feb’y  2.  Vol.  B,  p  7  T  V:  "Also  It  is 
agreed  by  consent  at  a  publicke  meeting  on  the 
Second  day  of  ffebruary  1641  that  although  all  the 
planters  of  menuncatuck  doe  pay  their  p’portion- 
able  shares  for  the  purchase  of  the  said  plantation 
that  all  their  former  right  in  trust  shall  so  remaine 
in  the  hands  of  the  sixe  purchasers  untill  a  Church 
bee  gathered  here.  Also  it  is  agreed  that  the  Civill 
power  for  administration  of  Justice  &  prservation 
of  peace,  shall  remaine  in  the  hands  of  Robert 
Kitchell,  William  Chittenden,  John  Bishop  &  Wil¬ 
liam  Leet,  formerly  Chosen  for  that  worke  untill 
some  may  be  Chosen  out  of  the  Church  that  shall 
here  bee  gathered.” 

1643,  June  19.  P  7  Do:  “A  Church  was  here 
gathered  at  Gilford  consisting  of  the  seaven  prsons 
(viz)  Mr.  Henry  Whitfield,  Mr.  John  Higginson, 
Mr.  Samuel  Disborow,  Mr.  William  Leet,  Mr. 
Jacob  Sheaffe,  John  Mip’nam  &  John  Hodely,  the 
nineteenth  day  of  the  fourth  moneth  1643,  the 
ffeoffees  in  trust  for  purchasing  the  plantation  re¬ 
signed  up  their  right  into  the  hands  of  the  Church, 
&  these  foure  of  them  also  wch  were  chosen  to  the 
exercise  of  civill  power  did  also  expresse  that  their 
trust  &  power  for  that  worke  was  now  terminated 
&  ended.” 
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Sheafe,  and  also  her  sister’s  (Joanne’s)  four  chil-  1645,  Nov.  4.  T  V  &  Ct  R,  not  paged:  "At  a 

dren  “living  in  the  Southern  parts”,  viz:  John,  pticular  Court,  William  Boseman  plaintiffe apeare- 

Nathaniel,  Mary  and  Joanna  Chittenden.  ing  -  did  complaine  against  Willm  Chittenden  y‘ 

he  ye  sd  Willm  Chittenden  did  refuse  to  give  pos¬ 
session  of  a  house  called  Stiles  his  house  according  to  a  bargaine  made  betwixt  John  Stodder  &  ye  sd 
Willm  Chittenden  for  ye  one  halfe  of  ye  sd  house  belonging  to  ye  said  William  Chittenden  for  want  of 
wch  possessio  the  sd  Willm  Boseman  sayeth  y*  he  is  damnyfyed  &  therefore  he  desireth  ye  justice  of  yc 

Court  according  to  evidence . The  said  William  Boseman  neither  proving  his  authority  fro  John 

Stodder  to  comence  such  a  suit  nor  proving  his  action  the  Court  adjudged  him  to  pay  Is  for  damage  to 
the  said  William  Chittenden.” 

1646,  Oct.  7.  Do:  “At  a  generall  Court  for  Elections,  Deputyes  for  to  attend  ye  generall  Court  of  New 
haven  for  ye  last  Wednesday  of  Octobr  next,”  these  were  elected:  “Mr.  Chittenden,  13  votes;  William 
Leete,  13  votes.” 

At  same  meeting,  “Deputyes  for  the  Court  at  Guilfford  to  assist  ye  magistrate  for  ye  yeare  ensueing: 
Mr.  Chittenden,  15  votes;  Mr.  Thomas  Jordon,  13  votes.” 

At  same  meeting,  “The  3  men  to  order  &  collect  the  ministers  maintainance  for  this  prsent  yearses 
next  ensuing:  Mr.  Chittenden,  14  votes;  Mr.  Jordan,  23  votes;  Mr.  Leete,  15  votes.” 

The  above  is  the  first  of  fifteen  years  service  by  Mr.  Chittenden  at  the  General  Court  at  New  Haven, 
the  last  election  being  on  May  14,  1660  or  seven  months  within  the  day  of  death.  In  the  same  period  he 
was  chosen  deputy  or  assistant  at  the  Guilford  Court  at  least  twelve  times,  the  last  time  being  as  above 
on  May  14,  1660. 

1646,  Oct.  22.  Do:  “A  rate  of  3d  the  acre  &  3d  ye  head  granted  to  be  levyed  toward  ye  schoole  & 
charges  &  Towne  occasions.”  Forty  seven  citizens  of  Guilford  are  listed  for  this  tax.  Wm  Chittenden  is 
third  in  the  list. 

1646/7,  Feb’y  11.  Do:  William  Chittenden  and  Robert  Kitchell  are  named  appraisers  of  the  Estate 
of  Francis  Bushnell  ye  elder  of  Guilford.  Lt.  Chittenden  was  repeatedly  named  as  an  appraiser  of  estates 
in  his  home  town. 

1646/7,  Mch.  2.  Do:  Mr  Chittenden  is  one  of  four  men  appointed  to  “view  the  wayes  to  see  y’tye 
nearest  &  best  wayes  to  all  land  may  be  set  out,  so  farre  as  may  be  convenient  for  ye  publique  good.”" 

1648,  Apl.  10.  Vol.  I,  pp  2-2A,  L  R:  “A  Terryer  of  all  the  lands  belonging  to  William  Chittenden  in 
Guilfford  as  ffolloweth  viz  ’:  This  is  the  second  item  of  record  which  occupies  four  pages  of  the  volume. 
The  writing  is  almost  impossible  to  decipher  even  with  a  magnifying  glass.  This  book  was  started  by  con¬ 
firming  to  each  settler  the  property  he  already  had  right  to,  and  though  dated  Apl.  10, 1 648  it  was  evidently 
a  rewriting  at  a  later  date  of  earlier  records,  for  the  first  item  on  page  1,  Josias  Rositer’s  land,  is  dated 
March  11,  1672/3.  Wm.  Chittenden’s  home  lot  was  as  follows:  “  Imprs  one  Homelot  containcing  &  allowed 
for  three  aers  &  a  quarter,  ffronting  to  ye  Street  on  the  North,  Rearing  back  to  ye  land  of  Thomas  French 
on  ye  South,  bounded  wth  the  home  lot  of  Mr.  Jacob  Sheaffe  on  the  East,  Adioyneing  unto  wch  Sd  homelot 
the  said  Willm  Chittenden  hath  Sixteene  acres  of  upland  &  Seven  acres  &  a  halfe  of  Marshland  more  or 
lesse,  butting  against  ye  land  of  Richard  Hues  on  the  South,  &i  encompassed  with  the  westriver  on  the 
West  &  North.”  Other  items  were  6%  acres  “by  ye  Mill  Lott”;  24  acres  of  marshland  “on  the  further 
side  of  the  East  River”;  16%  acres  “called  ye  Wigwam  lott  lyeing  upon  the  necke”;  11  acres  of  meadow 
&  upland,  3%  acres  of  which  were  “given  to  Lieftenant  Chittenden  as  a  gratuity  for  his  Servise  to  the 
Towne.” 

1648,  May  22.  Vol.  A,  p  29  G  C,  New  Haven:  Thirteen  of  the  first  settlers  of  Guilford  are  formally 
made  freemen  of  New  Haven  Colony  at  the  General  Court,  William  Chittenden  being  one  of  them.  Here 
is  the  record:  “The  freemens  charge  (haveing  beene  neglected  to  be  orderly  given  to  such  planters  as  were 
capable  of  being  made  freemen)  was  this  day  read  &  given  to  these  psons  following.”  At  the  same  session 
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“the  officers  for  the  Artillery”  of  the  Colony  ‘"were  presented  to  the  Court.”  Our  “Mr.  Chittendine  of 
Guilford”  was  one  of  four  “sariants. ” 

1648/9,  Jan’y  17.  Vol.  T  V  &  Ct  R,  not  paged:  W'n  Chittenden  is  one  of  6  men  to  contribute  £1 -2s 
toward  the  “encouragmt  of  the  project”  to  erect  a  Cart  bridge  over  the  East  River  “at  the  place  where 
the  two  trees  now  lye  over.  ” 

1649,  50,  Feb’y  20.  Vol.  A,  p  40  T  V  &  Ct  R:  “At  a  Generali  Court  at  Guilford,  Mr.  Whitfield’s 
reasons  tendered  to  the  Church  here  for  his  removall  were  read  in  publique  &  enquiry  was  made  of  every 
man  in  pticular  concerneing  his  ability  in  paying  to  the  ministers  for  ye  prscnt  &  in  probability  to  continue 
acording  to  ordinary  pvidence.  Thirty  five  citizens  gave  their  answer:  “Mr.  Chittenden  was  willing  to 
continue  his  prsent  some  &  hoped  y‘  he  might  add  10s  p  annu.”  This  was  the  largest  extra  sum 
offered. 

1650,  May  4.  p  43  Do:  At  “a  ptictular  Court,”  Mr.  Bishop  brought  action  against  Sheaffe’s  hogs  which 
had  damaged  his  corn.  The  Defendant  Mr.  Sheaffe  by  his  Attorneys  Robt.  Kitchill  &  William  Chitten¬ 
den  apeared  &  answered  that  they  could  not  deny  but  the  fTcnce  was  unmade  at  that  time  yet  they 
thought  the  hoggs  also  were  disorderly  Viz  unyoked  &.c,  but  they  could  make  no  proofe  against  the  hoggs 
that  order  was  not  attended  to  by  Mr.  Bishop.”  The  Court  therefore  gave  judgment  to  Mr.  Bishop: 

five  bushclls  of  Indian  Corne  &  t  s  in  wampam  wthall  costs.”  1  he  attorneys  therefore  brought  suit  against 
John  Stevens  for  not  building  the  fence  as  per  contract  with  Sheaffe  and  the  Court  concurred  and  assessed 
all  damage  and  costs  of  both  Courts  against  said  Stevens. 

1650.  P  121  Do:  A  list  of  Freemen  of  Guilford  is  here  given.  Twenty  eight  names  are  recorded,  Willm 
Chittenden  being  one.  Twent/  one  planters  in  addition  are  listed,  while  underneath  is  this  note:  “In  the 
year  1669  -70  there  was  135  males  and  120  females.” 

1650,  Oct.  27.  Do:  Mr.  Chittenden  is  now  elected  assessor  and  he  holds  the  job  through  five  annual 
elections. 

1653,  May  25.  Vol.  II,  p  1  G  C,  New  Haven:  William  Chittenden  represents  Guilford  at  the  Court  of 
Election  today,  and,  including  the  session  of  today,  he  attended  in  person  at  New  Haven  21  sessions  of 
the  Court.  Every  session  meant  a  long  horseback  ride  of  35  miles  at  least.  At  the  session  in  Oct.,  1653 
he  is  called  “Leutennant  Chittenden”  and  at  every  session  following  he  is  titled  with  either  Lieut  or 
Mr.  As  Lieutenant  he  was  the  principal  military  officer  of  the  Colony. 

1656,  First  Thursday  of  Decernb'.  Vol.  A,  p  154  T  V  &  Ct  R:  “At  a  pticular  Court,  John  Meggs 
pltff:  apeared  &  entred  an  Actio  of  debt  upo  Acco1  agst  Willm  Chittenden  as  Agent  for  Mr.  Nathaniall 
Whitfield:  Willm  Chittenden  defdt  alledged  &  denyed  that  he  was  any  Agent  for  Nathaniell  Whitfield 
&  onely  saith  that  he  was  an  Atturney  for  Mr.  Henry  Whitfield  (the  local  minister)  &  received  Accots 
fro  Nathaniell  Whitfield  of  his  father’s  estate  but  none  other  &  therefore  he  refuseth  to  be  accountable  for 
any  other  estate.  The  question  was  as  to  the  ownership  of  a  half  ship  load  of  tar  shipped  from  Hartford 
to  Seabrooke.  The  Court  suggested  arbitration  with  friends  and  deferred  sentence. 

1657,  April.  P  156  Do:  “At  a  pticular  Court  called  extraordinary ly  &  held  here  Apr:  the  1657  Willm 
Chittende  &  John  Fowler  pltff  in  the  behalfe  of  the  Company  of  the  East  River  quarter  apeared  &  de¬ 
clared  agst  Abraham  Cruttenden  Jun  defendt:  in  an  Actio  of  the  Case  about  ffence.”  The  Court  ..■dered 
Abraham  to  fix  up  his  portion  of  fence  and  pay  all  damages. 

1658,  June  10.  P  171  Do:  Leiftnt  Chittende  and  Goodma  Hubbard  Chosen  Overseers  for  Mr.  Higgin- 
sons  buisines  &  rate  makeing.” 

1659,  Mch.  10.  P  177  Do:  “At  a  Generali  Court  it  was  agreed  that  the  Towne  was  to  keep  six  bulls”, 
the  following  parties  being  designated  to  keep  one  each:  Willm  Leete,  Willm  Chittenden,  Abraham  Crit¬ 
tenden  Senr,  Mrs.  Whitfield,  Thomas  Clark  and  Willm  Stone. 

1660,  May  14.  TV:  “At  a  meeting  of  the  ffreemen,  Lieftn1  Chittenden  &  Goodma  Hubbard  were 
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Chosen  deputyes  for  the  Generali  Court  or  Courts  for  the  yeare  ensueing.”  The  General  Court  met  at 
New  Haven  on  May  30.  It  was  the  last  one  to  be  attended  by  the  Lieutenant,  for  he  died  in  office  before 
the  year  was  over. 

1660,  June  11.  TV:  “At  a  Generali  Court  for  Town  Elections  Robt.  Kitchell:  Willm  Chittenden  & 
George  Hubbard  were  Chosen  deputyes  for  ye  pticular  Courts.” 

1660,  Dec.  We  adjudge  this  to  be  the  approximate  date  of  death  at  Guilford  at  age  of  almost  sixty- 
seven.  Death  presumably  was  sudden  since  he  left  no  will  though  possessed  of  a  large  estate. 

1660/1,  Feb’y  21.  Vol.  A,  p  185  T  V  &  Ct  R:  “At  a  pticular  Cort  held  ye  21th  of  Febr:  1660,  The  In¬ 
ventory  of  the  estate  of  Leiftnt  Willm  Chittenden  deceased  was  prsented  &  proved  upo  Oath  by  Joane  ye 
widdow  &  relict  of  the  deceased  for  the  quantity  of  w‘  estate  is  at  prsent  come  to  hand,  &  by  the  Testi- 
monyes  of  Abraham  Cruttenden  senr,  John  Fowler  6i  William  Stone  apprsers  for  the  valuatio  to  be  inst. 
The  portions  were  apointed,  wc,‘  wn  ye  widowes  Thirds  were  set  out,  a  Childes  pt  amounteth  unto  65£- 
1  ls-Od  out  of  y'  estate  already  apprised. 

Willm  Leete” 

“John  Chittenden  Chose  &  prsented  Willm  Seward  for  his  Guardian.  The  Court  approved  &  accepted 
ye  trust.” 

Figuring  eight  children  at  £65-lls-0d  each  and  one-third  for  the  widow,  we  get  a  total  for  the  estate 
of  £699-04-00. 

1661,  May  27.  Vol.  II,  p  417  G  C,  New  Haven:  “An  inventory  of  the  estate  of  Willm  Chittenden  of 
Guilford,  deceased,  was  presented,  amounting  to  £677-16-07  as  presented  &  prooved  in  court  at  Guilford 
the  21st  of  February,  1660,  upon  oath  by  Joane  Chittenden,  the  widdow  &  relict  of  the  sayd  Willm  Chit¬ 
tenden,  deceased,  for  the  quantity,  and  by  the  testimony  of  Abraham  Crittenden  senr,  John  Fowler  & 
Willm  Stone  apprisors,  for  the  valuation  to  be  just. 

-  Willm  Leete,  Governor” 


CHILDREN 


(first  five  born  in  England;  last  five  born  at  Cuilford,  Ct;  Gen’l  Court  in  Oct.,  1649  ordered  births  recorded) 

1.  THOMAS  b. - ;  m.  Joanna  Jordan;  he  d.  Oct.,  1683  shed.  7  ch 

He  inherited  the  homestead  at  Guilford  and  lived  there.  Inv'y,  Dec.  3,  1683,  £578-07-00;  4  sons  &  3  daughters. 

His  great  grandson  Thomas  Chittenden  was  the  1st  governor  of  Vermont  (1778;  and  held  the  office  with  one 
exception  until  he  died  (1797).  In  turn  his  son  Martin  Chittenden  was  governor  of  Vermont  (1813-14). 

2.  NATHANIEL  b. - ;  m.  Sarah - ;  he  d.  June,  1691  she  d.  7  ch 

They  resided  in  Guilford.  His  lands  are  recorded  in  Vol.  I,  p  64.  His  inv’y.  £121-12-06. 

3.  SERGT.  JOHN  b. - ;  m.  Dec.  12,  1665,  Hannah  Fletcher;  he  d.  Apl.,  1716  she  d.  6  ch 

They  were  residents  of  Guilford.  His  lands  are  recorded  in  Vol.  I,  p  60.  Left  will  Vol.  IV,  p  476  New  Haven. 

4.  JOANNA  b. - 

In  1688  she  is  one  of  4  children  “in  Southern  parts”  in  will  of  her  aunt  Mary  Merriam  of  Concord,  Mass. 

5.  ELIZABETH  b.  a  1637;  m.  June  16,  1657,  Thomas  Wright  (see  below) 

6.  MARY  b. - ;  m.  Oct.  4,  1670,  John  Leete;  she  d.  Mch.  9,  1712  he  d.  Nov.  25,  1692,  se  a  53  8  ch 

Her  husband  was  son  of  Governor  Leete  and  he  was  the  first  white  child  to  be  born  at  Guilford. 

7.  HANNAH  b.  Nov.  19,  1649;  she  d.  1650,  as  1  year 

8.  JOSEPH  b.  Apl.  14,  1652,  twin;  he  d.  June  22,  1652,  ae  2  mos. 

9.  HANNAH  b.  Apl.  14,  1652,  twin;  she  d.  Sept.  13,  1674,  ae  22  yrs. 

She  was  not  married.  Left  will  Sept.  5,  1674;  inv’y,  Oct.  16,  1674,  £104-00-02.  Bequeathed  all  to  brothers 
and  sisters. 

10.  DEBORAH  b.  Dec.  16,  1653;  she  d.  Sept.  16,  1674,  ae  21  yrs. 
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LINE  OF  DESCENT 

r * I 

Thomas  Wright,  b.  1630  m.  Elizabeth  Chittenden  b.  a  1637 

David  Goodrich  b.  1667  m.  Hannah  Wright  b.  1671 

Allen  Goodrich  b.  1690  m.  Elizabeth  Goodrich  b.  1691 

Dea.  Elijah  Hart  b.  1711  m.  Abigail  Goodrich  b.  1714 

Capt.  Jonathan  Eno  b.  1739  m.  Mary  Hart  b.  1744 

Salmon  Eno  b.  1779  m.  Mary  Richards  b.  1785 

Ozias  Buell  Bassette  b.  1807  m.  Emeline  Eno  b.  1S05 

Frederick  Henry  Bassette  b.  1839  m.  Margaret  Anderson  b.  1844 


/ 


THE  COLLINS  FAMILY 


WALTER  COLLINS  b. -  1624,  May  3.  P  5  Lewis  Fam  (Mrs.  Barnes): 

FELICIA  BANDRIB  m. -  By  deed,  Walter  Collins,  late  of  Cardiff,  Gla- 

b.  -  d. -  morganshire,  Wales,  now  of  Stanstead,  Essex, 

d.  -  conveys  “to  my  son-in-law,  William  Lewys  of 

• -  St.  Mesuage,  ....  now  in  the  occupation  of 

John  Talcott,  late  of  Braintree”,  etc.  This  deed  was  recorded  in  the  last  year  of  King  James  I,  the  first 
of  the  Stuarts  -  weak,  obstinate,  conceited  -  and  the  first  proclaimer  in  England  of  the  “Divine  Right  of 
Kings.  ”  Cardiff,  where  Walter  Collins  was  probably  born  and  brought  up,  was  a  very  ancient  town  and 
an  important  one  under  British,  Romans  and  Normans  in  succession.  Cardiff  Castle  was  built  in  the 
11th  Century  and  must  have  been  a  continual  object  of  interest  to  Walter  even  though  they  were  in 
ruins,  which  now,  however,  have  been  restored  by  the  Marquis  of  Bute  who  owns  practically  the  whole 
of  the  modern  city  of  about  200,000  population. 

1632,  June  22.  P  150  Hotten:  In  the  ship  Lion  William  Lewis  with  wife  Felix  and  son  William,  now 
12,  and  the  above  John  Talcott,  arrive  at  Boston.  They  settled  first  at  Newtown  and  later  they  came  to 
Hartford  together,  James  Olmsted  and  John  White  also  being  in  the  company.  The  Company,  indeed, 
is  known  as  the  Braintree  Company. 


CHILDREN 

(only  one  known  to  us) 

1.  FELIX  b. - ;  m.  Feb’y  7,  1618,  William  Lewis  (see  below) 


LINE  OF  DESCENT 

William  Lewis  b.  1594  m.  Felix  Collins  b. 

Capt.  William  Lewis  b.  1620  m.  Mary  Hopkins  b. 

William  Lewis  b.  1657  m.  Sarah  Moore  b.  1669 

Capt.  Jonathan  Lewis  b.  1697  m.  Elizabeth  Newell  o.  16S9 

Adonijah  Lewis  b.  1722  m.  Mary  Bronson  b.  1743 

Amos  Richards  b.  1759  m.  Lydia  Lewis  b.  1763 

Salmon  Eno  b.  1779  m.  Mary  Richards  b.  1785 

Ozias  Buell  Bassette  b.  1S07  m.  Emeline  Eno  b.  1805 

Frederick  Henry  Bassette  b.  1839  m.  Margaret  Anderson  b.  1844 
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JOHN  CROSSMAN  b.  a  1588  1588.  P  62  Genealogical  Dictionary  of  Rhode 

_  _  Island  (1887):  Our  centenarian  John  Crossman 

b.  _  d.  Jan’y  26,  1688  was  born  approximately  within  the  excitement 

d  _  '  ae  100  and  throes  of  the  Spanish  Armada  when  Queen 

- — — - — -  Elizabeth  struck  the  medal  with  the  inscription 

Dcusjlavit,  et  dissipati  sunt,  “God  blew  and  they  were  scattered.”  A  very  proper  birth  for  a  mariner!  We 
get  this  date  of  birth  from  the  Rhode  Island  Friend’s  records. 

1638.  Vol.  Ill,  p  13  L  R,  Plymouth:  Here  is  recorded  the  Taunton  purchase  from  Ousamequin,  that  is, 
Massasoit,  “the  year  one  thousand  six  hundred  and  thirty-eight.”  The  purchase  comprised  a  plot  eight 
miles  square,  sometimes  called  the  Tetiquet  Purchase.  A  document  presented  to  a  town  meeting  in 
Taunton  in  1680  recites  some  of  the  circumstances  of  the  town’s  beginning.  It  begins:  “Whereas,  by  the 
Providence  of  God,  in  the  year  1638  and  the  year  1639,  it  pleased  God  to  bring  the  most  part  of  the  first 
purchasers  of  Taunton  over  the  great  ocean  into  this  wilderness  from  our  dear  and  native  land  and  after 
some  small  time  here  we  found  this  place  called  by  the  natives  the  land  Cohannet”  ....  The  Taunton 
Hist  (1893)  says  that  John  Crossman  came  from  Somerset  County,  England,  when  he  was  about  50  or 
51  years  old  and  settled  in  Taunton,  Mass.,  where  he  was  one  of  the  original  46  purchasers  of  land  from 
the  Indians.  It  says  later  (p  93  Appen.)  that  the  name  in  the  original  list  of  purchasers  is  John  Greenman. 
It  is  pointed  out  also  that  he  is  not  in  the  lists  of  1643,  1659  or  1675.  His  Taunton  residence  is  proved, 
however,  by  the  following  order  of  1661  found  among  the  papers  of  the  Ancient  Iron  Works.  It  proves 
that  he  had  residence  in  Taunton  prior  to  his  removal  to  Providence  and  probably  it  was  prior  to  the  fol¬ 
lowing  1651  records  when  he  was  banished  from  Massachusetts  for  running  amuck  in  bad  language; 
though  his  offence  perhaps  was  not  so  much  against  God  as  against  the  Government  for  its  harsh  treat¬ 
ment  of  the  Quakers,  whom  he  later  joined  in  Rhode  Island.  In  the  meantime  he  may  have  been,  and 
probably  was,  about  his  business  as  a  mariner  upon  the  high  seas. 

1651,  Oct.  14.  Vol.  Ill,  p  328  M  B  C:  “Whereas  the  Court  &  jury  did  not  agree  in  Crosmans  case, 
who  is  now  a  prisonor  for  blasphemy,  &  so,  it  necessarylie  cominge  to  this  Court  to  be  determined,  the 
Court,  on  a  full  hearinge  of  the  case,  uppon  the  evidence  given  in,  doe  order  &  determine  as  follows, 
vizt:  that  the  sd  Crosman  be  severely  whipt  in  open  market  place,  &  imediately  after  to  be  burnt  in  his 
forehead  with  the  letter:  B:  &  also  to  be  banished  for  ever  out  of  or  jurisdiction.” 

1651,  Oct.  24.  Vol.  IV,  pt  1,  p  71  M  B  C:  “Whereas  the  Courtc  and  jury  did  not  agree  in  John  Cross- 
mans  case,  who  is  now  in  prison  for  blasphemy  and  so  it  necessarily  comes  to  the  Court  to  be  determined, 
itt  is  ordered,  that  that  case  be  heard  before  the  whole  Courte  on  the  morrow,  by  nine  of  the  clock  in  the 
morning,  being  28th  of  the  8  mo,  1651.  Att  the  tyme  appointed,  the  prisoner  was  brought  before  the  whole 
Courte,  the  evidences  against  him  was  read,  and  itt  was  ordered,  that  John  Crossman,  for  utterring  blas¬ 
phemy  against  God,  as  w-as  prooved,  shall  be  severely  whipped,  and  branded  on  the  forehead,  with  a  hott 
iron,  with  the  letter  B,  presently  after  the  lecture  in  Boston,  the  30th  of  this  instant  October,  and  be 
bannished  out  of  this  jurisdiction  for  ever,  from  the  20th  of  November  next,  not  to  retourne  at  his  perill.” 

1656/7,  Mch.  6.  Vol.  II,  p  82  T  V,  Providence,  R  I:  “Ord  yt  Jon  Crosmans  be  accommodated  in  the 
Cow  pen  according  to  his  Bill  provided  he  damnifie  not  ye  Highway  &  subscribe  to  the  Towne  Booke.” 

1657,  Apl.  27.  P  103  Do:  It  was  voted  “that  John  Crosman  be  accommodated  in  the  conference  accord¬ 
ing  to  his  bill  provided  he  subscribe  the  Towne  Booke.” 
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1661,  Sept,  ye  1.  Vol.  57,  p  332  N  E  H  &  G:  In  this  old  pay  order  of  the  Ancient  Iron  Works  of 
Taunton.  Elizabeth  Pointing  was  perhaps  John  Crossman’s  house-keeper  or  servant:  “M  Thomas  Leonard 
pray  pay  to  Elizabeth  Pointing  fouer  shilinges  a  quelcnt  to  mony  and  sctit  to  my  acCount,  John  Crosman.” 

1673,  May  6.  Vol.  II,  p  482  G  C,  R  I :  “Voted  John  Crossman,”  and  four  others,  “all  freemen  of  the 
towne  of  Providence,  are  admitted  freemen  of  this  Collony.” 

16/4,  Apl.  10.  Vol.  Ill,  Pt  2,  p  121  T  V:  “Att  A  Towne  Metting,  wear  Chosen  to  serve  at  the  Court 
of  Trialls  for  his  Ma'ies  Colony  of  Road  Hand  and  Providence  Plintations,  for  the  Jury  of  Trialls:  John 
Crossman  and  William  Haugkns  Jur.”  On  Sept.  27,  1675  John  Crossman  served  on  the  Grand  Jury. 

1677,  Dec.  7.  Vol.  I,  p  3S  L  R,  Providence:  “This  Deed  witnesseth  That  I  John  Crossman  of  Newport 
on  Roadisland  in  ye  Collony  of  Roadisland  and  providence  Plantations,  Marriner:  Have  for  Seaverall 
good  Causes  &  Considerations  moving  me  thereunto,  Have  Bargained  &  sould  &  doe  for  my  selfe,  my 
heires,  executrs,  Administrators,  &  Assignes  make  over  Bargaine  and  sell  for  forty  shillings  in  silver  in 
hand  payd  all  my  Right  of  Land  in  ye  Towneshippe  of  providence  in  ye  Collony  aforesayd:  To  John 
Easton  and  Walter  Clerke  for  ye  use  and  Benneffitt  of  the  people  called  Quakers  in  sd  Roadisland  & 
theire  Successors:  with  all  prievelledges  <5:  Appurtenances  what  Soe  Ever,  as,  fences  or  fencing  Stuffc, 
house  or  Ruinge  of  house  or  Stones  to  Builde  with  being  upon  or  on  ye  shore  side  of  ye  sayd  Land:  with 
all  &  singular  ye  abovesd  Conveyances,  As  it  Ley  at  a  place  Called  Cow  =  Cove  Chiefely  bounded  upon 
ye  Sea  or  River;  which  sd  Land  soe  Bounded,  with  ye  sd  prieveledgcs;  I  doe  afirme  my  selfe  to  be  ye  just 
&  Lawfull  owner;  and  doe  therefore  for  Ever,  warrant  unto  ye  sd  John  Easton  &  Walter  Clerke  &  theire 
forcsd  Successers  against  me  ...  . 

John  X  Crossman,  L.  S.” 

In  Rhode  Island,  contrary  to  their  reception  in  general,  the  Quakers  were  well  received  from  the  first 
and  in  1672  the  Colony  was  practically  controlled  by  them.  In  1673  those  having  conscientious  scruples 
were  exempted  from  military  duty.  Probably  John  Crosman  spent  a  good  deal  of  time  there  during  these 
years  as  well  as  earlier  and  later  years. 

1680,  July  27.  Vol.  VII,  p  80  L  R,  Providence:  Deed  is  here  recorded  from  John  Crosman  to  Walter 
Clarke;  and  another  deed  of  the  same  date  is  recorded  by  them  in  Vol.  XV,  p  214  L  R.  In  Vol.  XIV, 
p  53  John  Crosman,  mariner,  gives  deed  to  Walter  Clarke  and  John  Easton  of  “land  at  the  cow  cove 
bounded  by  the  sea  or  river.  ” 

1687, Sept. 6.  P62Gen.  Dict.ofRI:  Friends  Records  state  that  money  was  paid  from  John  Crossman’s 
estate  to  Mr.  Johnson  who  cared  for  him  in  his  last  sickness. 

1688,  Jan  y  26.  P  62  Do:  Here  is  given  the  date  of  death  of  John  Crosman  which  occurred  at  Newport, 
R.  I.  He  was  a  mariner,  it  says,  and  states  further  that  he  died  aged  about  100  years,  according  to  the 
Quaker  Records. 


1.  ROBERT  b.  a  1621; 


CHILDREN 

(no  others  known) 

(1)  May  25,  1652,  Sarah  Kingsbury  (see  below) 


ROBERT  CROSSMAN 

SARAH  KINGSBURY 
b.  1635 

d.  a  1686,  ae  a  51 


b.  a  1621 

m.  (1)  May  25,  1652 
Sarah  Kingsbury 
m.  (2)  Dec.  7,  1687 
Wid.  Martha  Eaton 
he  d.  a  Oct.,  1692,  ae  a  71 

was  born  at  Dedham, 


1635.  Sarah  Kingsbury 


1621.  If  we  assume  that  Robert  Crossman  was 
twenty  one  years  old  when  he  was  admitted  a 
Townesman  at  Dedham  in  1642/3  his  birth  year 
would  be  1621.  In  the  item  below  it  is  seen  that 
he  signed  the  Covenant  which  bears  date  of  1636, 
but  it  does  not  necessarily  mean  that  he  signed  as 
early  as  this.  It  would  seem  more  likely  that  he 
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Mass.,  presumably,  even  before  the  town  was 
named  or  organized.  She  was  the  oldest  of  seven 
children.  She  was  probably  some  fourteen  years 
younger  than  her  husband;  and  was  a  mother  at 
eighteen.  Neither  her  birth  nor  her  death  are  of 
public  record. 

1660/1,  Jan’y  9.  Vol.  II,  p  40  N  E  H  &  G:  In 
the  will  of  Margaret  Kingsbery  of  Dedham,  wife 
of  John,  she  says:  “  I  give  unto  Sarah  Crosseman, 
the  wife  of  Robert  Crosseman  of  Taunton  £5.” 

1672/3,  Feb’y  14.  P  S7  Taunton  Hist  (1893): 
This  registers  the  birth  of  Susannah,  twelfth  child 
of  Sarah  Crossman.  She  is  now  only  38.  It  is 
probable  that  she  lived  for  a  dozen  years  after 
this  and  died  somewhere  around  50  since  her 
husband  took  his  second  wife  by  1688.  One  writer 
gives  date  as  1686  but  without  proof. 


signed  in  1642/3  after  being  admitted  a  townes- 
man.  In  the  1636  list  he  stands  1 13th  out  of  125 
total  which  adds  weight  to  the  suggestion  that  he 
was  a  late  signer. 

The  town  of  Taunton,  Mass.,  was  likewise 
founded  about  this  time  (1638).  The  History  of 
Taunton  says,  “Robert  Crossman  came  to  this 
country  with  his  father  and  learned  the  trade  of 
carpenter,  becoming  a  skilled  mechanic.  A  writer 
on  Indian  Wars  in  N  E  H  &  G  calls  him  ‘The 
drummaker  of  New  England.’  He  made  not  only 
daims  but  he  repaired  them  largely.  He  assisted 
in  building  the  ancient  Iron  Works  of  Taunton.” 
He  was  in  fact  more  than  a  skilled  mechanic  for 
he  had  the  managerial  ability  to  handle  large  con¬ 
tracts  such  as  the  building  of  the  mill  at  Wollo- 
monuppoag  for  the  town  of  Dedham. 


- — -  1636,  Sept.  10.  Vol.  I,  p  1  T  V,  Ptd,  Dedham: 

"The  Peticion  to  the  Generali  Court”  for  the  establishing  of  the  town  of  Dedham,  Mass.,  was  pub¬ 
lished  and  granted  and  the  covenant  signed  by  125  subscribers.  “We  whose  names  ar  here  unto  sub¬ 
scribed,  doe,  in  the  feare  and  Reverence  of  our  Allmightie  God,  Mutually”  ....  begins  the  Cov¬ 
enant,  Robert  Crossman  being  one  of  the  signers,  his  future  father-in-law  Joseph  Kingsbury  one,  and 
our  Anthony  Fisher  another.  Joseph  Kingsbury  was  the  town  carpenter  and  it  is  conceded  generally  that 
Robert  Crossman  was  apprentice  to  him  while  learning  his  trade. 


1642/3,  Jan’y  2.  P  93  Do:  “John  Newton,  Robert  Crosman  and  Henry  Glover  are  Admitted  Towns¬ 
men.”  Robert  Crossman  remained  a  citizen  of  Dedham  for  about  eleven  years  and  then  moved  to  Taunton. 
All  the  items  following,  except  where  otherwise  noted,  up  to  and  through  the  year  1653,  refer  to  his 
Dedham  residence  and  are  taken  from  the  Dedham  Town  Records. 


1642/3,  Feb’y  22.  P  97  Do:  “Granted,  to  Robert  Crosman  two  acres  of  upland  lying  cn  the  Hand 
playne  if  it  may  conveniently  be  found  to  be  layd  out  by  those  formerly  deputed  to  lay  out  Jn°  Plimptons 
grant.” 

1643,  May  10.  Vol.  Ill,  p  29  M  B  C:  “Robert  Crosman,  for  his  oflfcncive  speaches  was  fined  26sh  and 
bound  in  £10  to  appear  at  the  Qrter  Cort  in  ye  first  month  &  to  be  of  good  behavior  the  meane  time.” 
The  culprit  was  from  Dedham.  As  shown  previously  Robert  was  apprentice  to  Joseph  Kingsbury,  house- 
wright,  and  he  made  good  in  trade  if  not  in  talk.  Here,  too,  he  won  the  housewright’s  daughter  Sarah 
and  perhaps,  like  Jacob  of  old,  he  had  a  long,  long  wait,  for  the  wedding  knot  was  not  tied  until  nine 
years  from  now. 

1643,  Oct.  3.  Vol.  I,  p  98  T  V,  Ptd:  “Granted  to  Robert  Croseman  four  acres  of  upland  on  the  East 
end  of  the  great  playne  next  the  Lot  of  Richard  Everard  if  it  may  conveniently  there  be  had.” 

1644,  May  17.  P  102  Do:  “Granted  to  Robert  Crosman  a  parcell  of  swamp  lyeing  betwene  his  land  in 
old  mill  feild  and  Charles  River  so  far  as  his  lot  ranges  against  the  river.”  In  October  following  he  ex¬ 
changed  his  2  acres  in  Island  plaine  for  2  acres  “next  his  land  in  old  mill  feild.” 

1644.  Vol.  I,  p  139  A  &  H  A  C:  Robert  Crosman  is  a  member  of  the  Ancient  and  Honorable  Artillery 
Co.  of  Boston. 


1644/5,  Jan’y  1.  Vol.  I,  p  104  T  V,  Ptd:  “And  farther  did  resolve  &  consent  testefying  it  by  voate  to  rayse 
the  some  of  Twenty  pounds  p  annu:  towards  the  maintaining  of  a  Schoole  Mr  to  keep  a  free  Schoole  in 
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our  sd  Tcwne.”  Robert  Crosman  is  recorded  as  present  at  this  first  meeting  in  America  where  the  people 
voted  to  tax  themselves  for  a  free  school. 

1644/5,  Feb’y  4.  P  108  Do:  “  Robert  Crosman  hath  libertie  granted  him  to  build  an  house  upon  a  small 
p’cell  of  land  he  purchased  of  Hen:  Brocke  nere  the  meeting  house  notwithstanding  a  former  order  to  the 
Contrary.”  At  this  same  meeting  he  drew  lot  No.  72  of  1  acre  of  woodland,  83  participating  in  the  dis- 
tribution. 

1647/8,  Feb’y  8.  P  150  Do:  At  Selectmen’s  meeting,  ‘‘things  to  be  considered:  1.  The  former  order 
about  viewing  Fences.  2.  Concerning  hunting  wolves.  3.  Concerning  Robert  Crosseman’s  satisfaction.” 
His  “satisfaction”,  we  regret  to  say,  is  not  stated. 

1648,  June  23.  P  151  Do:  In  the  Constables’  accounting  of  “ye  Meting  house  charge”  of  £3-17-1  we 
find  among  the  disbursements:  “to  John  Morse  at  the  assignmt  of  Robt.  Crosseman  £1-19-4.  .  .  .” 
“Crosseman  for  Jonath  Fayrbank,  £0-1-6.” 

1648,  Sept.  4.  P  153  Do:  In  the  “Countrey  Rate”  tax  Robt.  Crosseman  pays  3s-2d,  his  coming  father- 
in-law  Joseph  Kingsbury  paying  9s. 

1648/9,  Feb’y  11.  P  158  Do:  In  the  Town  Rate  tax  Robt.  Crosseman  pays  8  farthings,  while  Joseph 
Kingsbury  pays  12s-10d.  Total  was  £33-13-4. 

1649,  Apl.  20.  P  159  Do:  “Anthony  Fisher  senio:  &  Robt  Crosseman  give  notice  of  thier  discovery  of 

a  mine  of  Mettall,  Claymeing  the  pr’velidg  of  ye  Town  order  to  them  their  heirs  and  assignes,  Lying  above 
or  Westerly  of  the  place  wher  Neponcet  River  devide” . 

1649,  Dec.  19.  P  162  Do:  “The  names  of  such  as  ar  behind  in  thier  high  waye  worke  together  wth  the 
sum  due  for  the  same:  Robt.  Crosseman  £0-4-0;  Josep:  Kingsbery  £0-1-0.”  There  are  25  citizens  in  this 
deliquent  list. 

1650/1,  Jan’y  22.  P  168  Do:  “Grants  to  be  yet  entered”  are  listed  in  the  Selectmen’s  book.  There  are 
72  items  in  all.  Crossman  figures  as  follows:  “No.  46  Crossman  to  consider  &  Dan  Morse;  No.  51  Ro 
Crossem.  2  acr  gra.  to  enter;  No.  72  Robt.  Crossem.  4  acr  gra.  to  enter.” 

1651,  Sept.  20.  P  184  Do:  “A  valuation  of  houses  taken  1651 :  Robert  Crosseman  £02-00-00;  value  in 
1655,  £00.  Joseph  Kingsbcrey  in  1651,  £13-00-00;  in  1655,  £16.”  Houses  of  £2  value  were  among  the 
lowest  in  town;  hence  Robert’s  savings  at  this  time,  if  any,  aside  from  lands,  must  have  been  in  something 
else  than  houses. 

1651,  Dec.  30.  P  190  Do:  “A  Bill  of  the  names  of  those  Townesmen  that  ar  to  be  called  at  the  gene- 
rail  Town  meeting.”  About  70  are  named.  Robert  Crossman’s  name  appears  in  brackets  with  a  star,  the 
brackets  being  inserted  later  probably  after  he  had  removed  to  Taunton. 

1651/2,  Feb’y  3.  P  198  Do:  In  the  Town  Rate  Robt  Crosseman  is  assessed  £00-01-01. 

1652,  May  25.  Vol.  I,  p  126  B  M  D,  Ptd,  Dedham:  “  ’Tis  my  wedding  morning”  is  the  song  of  our 
Robert  even  though  the  day  is  long  delayed.  If  he  was  21  years  old  in  the  day  that  he  was  admitted  a 
Townesman  of  Dedham  he  must  now  be  at  least  31  years  of  age.  Sarah  Kingsbury  on  the  other  hand 
born  in  1635  was  now  but  17  years  old.  Did  Robert  serve  an  extra  long  apprenticeship  to  her  father  in 
order  to  win  her?  The  question  will  never  be  answered  perhaps,  but  in  the  time  he  waited  there  was  ample 
room  for  a  very  pretty  romance.  Here  is  the  official  record:  “Robert  Crossman  &  Sarah  Kingsbury  was 
married  the  25  of  the  3  mo.  1652.” 

1652,  Sept.  3.  Vol.  I,  p  203  T  V,  Ptd:  “Joseph  Kingsbery  &  Antho:  Fisher  Jun  being  Surveyors  thier 
account:  psons  deffective  in  thier  high  way  worke  1652.”  Among  the  12  people  named  Robert  Crosse¬ 
man  is  one  but  no  amount  is  stated  as  in  the  case  of  most  of  the  others. 

1652,  Dec.  28.  P  205  Do:  “The  Towne  Rate  at  Id  ye  [  ]  com  to  £17-2-3:”  Robt  Crosseman’s  rate 

is  £00-01-05. 

1652/3,  Jan’y  6.  P  209  Do:  “It  is  agreed  wlh  Robt  Crosseman  &  granted  to  him  libertie  to  erect  a 
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water  mill  upon  Charles  River  at  the  place  where  a  mill  was  formerly  began  to  be  built  and  a  p’mise  is 
allso  made  to  him  of  such  Land  adjacent  as  may  conveaniently  Accommodate  the  building  &  supplye  of 
the  mill  aforesaid  p’vided  always  that  the  mill  be  fully  prepared  in  all  respects  to  grindc  sufficiently  befor 
the  29th  daye  of  y'  7  month  next  or  in  case  the  mill  aforesaid  be  not  by  that  time  pr’pared  as  afore  said 
then  all  Lands  so  granted  as  aforesaid  shall  be  returned  to  the  towne  againe  otherwise  to  remaine  to  the  sd 
Robt  &  his  heyers  for  ever.” 

1652/3,  Jan’y  10.  P  209  Do:  ‘‘Robt.  Crosseman  hath  Libertie  to  accept  or  refuse  the  building  of  a 
mill  according  to  the  grante  to  him  made  until  Lectur  day  com  sevennight.” 

1652/3,  Jan’y  21.  P  210  Do:  ‘‘Robt.  Crosseman  lay  down  that  grant  of  libertie  made  to  him  to  build 
a  water  mill  at  or  about  the  place  called  the  old  mille.”  One  might  wish  that  the  reason  for  laying  down 
the  grant  had  been  given  in  above  record.  A  possible  reason,  however,  may  be  found  in  the  fact  that  he 
was  probably  now  laying  plans  for  moving  to  Taunton  where  his  father  was  living.  The  Dedham  tax 
list  of  August  29' h  following  does  not  contain  the  name  of  Robert  Crossman,  the  inference  being  that  he 
had  left  before  that  date. 

1652/3,  Mch.  7.  P  212  Do:  ‘‘The  devision  of  the  devident  of  500  Acres  to  the  Inhabitants  of  Dedham 
upon  the  rule  of  p’sons  &  estats:  Robt  Crosseman  No  37,  3  acres,  2  roods  0  poles.” 

1652/3,  Mch.  18.  P  213  Do:  Selectmen’s  meeting:  ‘‘A  bill  given  to  Robt.  Crosseman  to  receave  20s 
of  ye  Constable  20s.”  This  is  the  last  reference  to  him  in  the  Dedham  Town  Records,  except  that  twenty 
years  later  Dedham  gave  to  him  the  contract  for  the  building  of  a  mill  at  Wollomonuppoag.  Before  the 
summer  was  over  he  had  moved  to  Taunton,  Massachusetts.  Here  he  was  quite  as  prominent  as  he  h<,d 
been  in  Dedham,  but  our  records  there  are  not  as  prolific  because  most  of  them  were  burned  up  in  the 
fire  of  1848.  In  the  Taunton  History  he  is  classed  among  the  35  settlers  who  followed  the  46  purchasers; 
and  as  one  who  “acted  a  conspicuous  part  in  those  eventful  years”.  These  35  “paid  their  twelve  shillings 
and  by  virtue  thereof  have  and  shall  have  right  in  all  future  divisions. 

1655,  May  15.  P  86  Taunton  Hist  (1893):  This  is  understood  to  be  his  house  lot:  “  It  is  agreed  and 
granted  that  Robert  Crosman  shall  have  that  parcel  of  land  lying  between  the  mill  lot  yt  is  now  Thomas 
Lincoln  senior’s  and  the  house  lot  of  William  Harvey.” 

1655,  May  15.  P  407  Do:  At  a  Taunton  town  meeting,  “  It  is  agreed  and  granted  that  Robert  Crossman 
shall  have  that  parcel  of  land  that  was  anciently  granted  to  Abimeleck.”  (Query:  Who  was  Abimeleck?) 

1657.  Vol.  VIII,  p  27  P  C:  In  a  list  of  inhabitants  of  Taunton  containing  the  names  of  those  who  had 
taken  the  “oath  of  fidelity”,  the  48th  name  is  Robert  Crossman. 

1659,  Dec.  28.  P  130  Taunton  Hist  (1893):  “The  names  of  those  inhabitants  in  Township  of  Taunton 
(47  in  all)  who  are  to  have  their  division  of  land  now  agreed  upon  whose  proportion  is  to  be  according  to 
the  rate  here  following  together  with  the  quantity  of  land,  lots  &  heads,  at  two  acres  to  the  head,  two  acies 
to  the  shilling,  and  two  acres  to  the  lot:  Robt.  Crossman  £Cb9'8,  7  heads,  33  acres.” 

1668,  June  6.  Vol.  Ill,  p  118  L  R,  Plymouth:  Here  is  recorded  the  deed  to  the  North  Purchase  of 
Taunton.  It  was  started  June  3,  1662  and  is  now  completed.  Fifty  two  proprietors  are  named  including 
our  Robert  Crossman  and  Nicholas  White  Senr.  The  cost  was  £100  for  which  10  of  the  52  were  bound. 

1672,  June  28.  Vol.  Ill,  p  210  T  V,  Ptd,  Dedham;  Selectmen’s  Meeting:  “Assemb:  to  treat  with  Robert 
Crosseman  in  refference  to  the  building  a  mill  at  Wollomonuppoag  according  to  the  tearmes  p  posed 
15:11:71:  Robt: Crosseman  haveing  given  notice  within  a  fewe  dayes  after  the  p’positions  wer  publikely 
agreed  to  the  select  men,  that  he  accepted  the  tearmes  in  that  meeteing  concluded  and  did  undertake  it 
accordingly,  and  that  he  would  come  in  conveanient  time  and  conclude  with  the  selectmen  in  to  assure 
the  same  to  be  accomplished;  he  at  pr’sent  demaund  longer  tyme,  that  is  till  the  end  of  the  sumer  73 
though  he  hope  it  may  be  finished  before  winter  next  by  himselfe,  the  select  men  not  judging  it  to  be  in 
their  power  to  alter  any  of  those  p’positions  nor  seing  reason  for  the  demand,  consent  not  to  grant  longer 
time  then  is  before  by  the  p’priators  concluded.  /■ 
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"Robert  Crosseman  abovesaid  upon  further  consideration  doe  consent  and  undertake  the  said  worke 
above  mentioned,  and  engage  himselfe  his  heyers  and  executors  that  the  mill  above  mentioned  shall 
(God  p’rmiting)  be  executed,  finished,  and  attended  in  all  respects  according  to  the  p’positions  agreed 
by  the  p’priators  15.11. ’71  whcreunto  in  full  confirmation  I  the  said  Robert  heereunto  subscribe.” 

1672,  Nov.  26.  Vol.  IV,  p  232  P  R:  The  deed  to  the  4-mile  tract  bought  from  King  Philip  is  here  re¬ 
corded.  This  is  the  South  Purchase,  costing  £273  in  all.  There  were  88  proprietors  in  the  contract  includ¬ 
ing  Robert  Crossman  Sen’r. 

1675.  P  93  Taunton  Hist  (1S93):  "The  names  of  heads  of  families  in  Taunton  ann°  domini  1675  when 
King  Philip’s  war  began.”  This  is  the  heading  of  a  list  of  96  men,  which  includes  four  of  our  ancestors; 
namely,  Robert  Crossman,  James  Bell,  Daniel  Fisher  and  Nicholas  White. 

1676,  Nov.  4.  Vol.  XI,  p  242  P  C:  Here  is  another  curious  Crossman  item  -  this  time  an  Indian.  The 
General  Court  grants  privilege  to  five  or  six  Indians  to  dwell  within  the  Court’s  jurisdiction,  except  one 
Crossman,  who  is  accused  of  having  had  a  "speciall  hand”  in  the  murder  of  Mr.  Hezckiah  Willett. 

1678,  May  14.  P  134  Taunton  Hist  (1893):  A  list  of  those  proprietors  in  Taunton  who  are  entitled  to 
town  lands  “by  virtue  of  their  enjoying  purchase  rights.  ”  One  of  the  73  listed  under  this  North  Purchase 
is  “Robert  Crosman  on  his  own  rights.” 

1686/7,  Feb’y  28.  Vol.  XIV,  p  106  L  R,  Boston:  “Robert  R.  C.  Crosman  Senr  his  mark”  is  the  way 
his  witness  is  signed  to  a  deposition  made  by  John  Smith  Senr  in  Taunton  and  recorded  in  Boston  Mch.  10, 

1686/7. 

1687,  May  31.  P  757  Taunton  Hist  (1893):  Robert  Crossman  writes  a  letter  to  Lieut  George  Macey 
about  military  affairs  (autograph  accompanies  same). 

16S7,  Dec.  7.  Vol.  I,  p  72  P  Ct,  Taunton:  Robert  Crosman  of  Taunton  promises  to  give  Martha 
Eatton  of  Bristol,  widow  of  Samuel  Eaton,  during  her  life  “(she  being  forthwith  to  be  my  maried  wiffe) 
all  that  lands  I  bought  of  Capt.  Foster  of  Dorchester  with  all  buildings  that  is  or  shall  be  on  ye  same,”  \ 

with  half  a  purchase  right,  all  situate  in  Taunton,  lying  between  land  of  John  Dean  and  the  widow  Andross; 
also  “  I  give  to  her  all  movable  goods  and  chattells  during  her  life,  one  half  to  be  at  her  absolute  dispose 
at  her  death.”  Witnessed  by  Edmond  Ranger  and  Richard  Smith.  Shortly  after  the  agreement  was 
signed,  possibly  the  same  day,  the  marriage  was  consummated.  Robert  was  about  67  at  the  time  and  he 
had  but  four  years  left  to  enjoy  it.  She  outlived  him  by  three  years  and  died  in  1695. 

1690,  Nov.  18.  Do:  Above  marriage  agreement  was  acknowledged  by  Robert  Crosman  before  Daniel 
Smith,  asst. 

1690,  Dec.  1.  P  395  Taunton  Hist  (1893):  “Robert  Crossmans  account  of  what  he  did  for  ye  Souldiers 
yt  went  to  Canada  1690: 

to  mending  Jas  Joneses  Gun  ...........  £0-  0-8 

to  Sam’l  holin9  gun  ............  0-  0-6 

to  Danoll  fisher’s  gun  ............  0-  0-9 

Drums,  hats,  etc,  for  various  soldiers  ........  1-14-2  £1-15-5" 


This  service  was  for  Capt.  Samuel  Gallup’s  Company  for  the  Nova  Scotia  Expedition  under  Sir  Wm 
Phipps  in  King  William's  War.  Sir  William  Phipps  was  born  at  Pemmaquid,  Me.,  one  of  21  boys  in  a 
family  of  26  children.  He  was  successively  a  shepherd,  a  carpenter,  a  trader  and  a  wrecker,  for  he  won 
his  Knighthood  by  recovering  from  a  wrecked  Spanish  ship  off  the  Bahamas,  bullion,  plate  and  treasure 
valued  at  $1,500,000.00.  In  1692  he  was  appointed  Governor  of  Massachusetts. 

On  p  337  Robert  Crosman  Jun’r,  ex-company  clerk,  renders  his  account,  dated  1691,  on  the  election 
of  his  successor.  In  this  account  he  says,  “besides  in  a  general  way  of  repairing  all  the  drums  of  yours 
which  by  law  comes  to  about  ten  pounds.”  This  shows  that  son  Robert  was  also  active  in  the  drum  trade, 
and  chief  assistant  to  his  father  who  was,  as  his  inventory  shows,  the  real  “Drum  maker  of  New  England.  ” 
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1692,  Oct.  Sometime  during  this  month  probably,  Robert  Crossman’s  life  came  to  a  close.  He  was 
close  to  three  score  and  ten.  The  end  came  at  home  in  Taunton,  his  second  wife  surviving  him  by  three 
years. 


1692,  Oct.  27.  Vol.  I,  p  73  P  Ct,  Taunton:  Inventory  is  taken,  Robert  Crossman  having  died  intestate. 
It  occupies  one  whole  page  of  the  record: 


1st.  Goods  and  chattels  including  considerable  iron  and  lumber  also  drums,  drum  heads  and 
drum  rims,  totalling  .......... 

2nd.  Items  "what  the  widow  brought  with  her  when  she  married  her  husband  Robt.  Crosman 
above  named  ”,  including  one  cow  and  one  steer,  totalling  ...... 

3rd.  Extra  items  discovered  later  as  of  Jan’y  23,  1692  3 


4th.  An  appraisment  of  the  land  made  as  of  Nov.  24,  1692, 
sides  the  river  ...... 

A  meadow  towards  Rehoboth  and  12  acres  of  land 
3  acres  of  swamp  and  2  of  upland  . 

6  acres  of  land  ...... 

15  acres  of  land  of  the  50  not  yet  taken  up 
The  Rumford  Division  both  upland  &  meadow 
The  purchase  right  ..... 


including  Land  on  both 


£60-00-00 

7-00-00 

1- 05-00 
1-10-00 

2- 10-00 
7-10-00 
5-00-00 


£35-19-01 

£  3-17-00 
£  2-14-00 


£84-15-00 


£127-05-01 

1692,  Nov.  26.  Pp  34  &  73  Do:  “The  Widdow  Crosman  being  aged  and  infirm  not  in  a  capacity  to 
come  to  Bristol  to  make  oath  to  the  inventory,”  asks  the  Judge  to  send  Mr.  Burton  the  register  to  her 
and  administer  the  oath.  Administration  of  the  Estate  is  granted  to  son  John  and  to  son-in-law  John 
Thrasher. 


1692/3,  Jan’y  23.  P  73  Do:  Martha  Crosman  took  oath  to  the  inventory  at  her  house  before  Thomas 
Leonard,  Justice  of  the  peace. 

1693/4,  Jan’y  16.  Do:  The  marriage  agreement  of  1687  above  was  recorded  by  Cary,  Register. 

1696,  June  29.  P  151  Do:  The  Court  appoints  five  commissioners  to  make  a  division  of  the  Estate,  the 
Commissioners  meeting  in  Taunton  this  date  and  making  awards  as  follows: 

1.  To  John  Crosman,  eldest  son,  half  a  south  purchase  which  he  had  before  his  father’s  decease,  and 
six  acres  near  the  Taunton  Traincing  plane;  also  two  acres  on  west  side  of  three  mile  river;  also  four  acres 
on  the  N  E  side  of  Great  Pine  Swamp;  also  £12-13s  &  £9-  in  money;  also  37s  &  9s  out  of  the  moveables. 

2.  To  Robert  Crosman,  second  son,  half  a  south  purchase  which  he  had  before  his  father  died;  also 
six  acres  on  the  great  plane;  six  acres  over  the  great  river;  four  acres  on  the  N  E  side  of  Gt  Pine  Swamp; 
four  acres  on  N  E;  also  £4- Is  in  money  &  37 s  &  8s  in  moveables. 

3.  To  Sarah  Woodward,  eldest  daughter,  Mary  Gould  the  2d  daughter,  between  them,  the  meadow 
called  Babbott  toward  Rehoboth;  also  12  acres  adjoining  it;  also  five  acres  on  the  S  side  of  Prospect  Hill 
pond;  also  eight  acres  on  N  E  side  of  Great  Pine  Swamp.  Also  Sarah  gets  £6- 15s,  and  £9  in  money,  from 
land  already  sold;  also  47s  in  moveables.  Mary  to  have  £6-19s  and  £9  in  money  and  43s  in  moveables. 

4.  To  Elizabeth  Haywood,  the  3d  daughter,  £5- 10s  worth  of  the  Rumford  Division  valued  at  £7- 10s; 
also  £6-17s  and  £9  in  money;  also  20s  in  moveables;  also  (at  end  of  will)  four  acres  on  N  E  side  of  Pine 
Swamp. 

5.  To  children  of  Joseph  Crosman,  dec’d,  the  3d  son,  40s  worth  of  the  Rumford  Divn;  also  nine  acres 
of  land  granted  to  Robt  Crosman  by  the  town  on  May  24,  1687;  also  two  acres  granted  him  on  Feb’y  24, 
1672;  also  three  acres  of  swamp  and  four  acres  of  land  -  all  this  land  except  Rumford  Divn  is  on  the  N  E 
side  of  gt  pine  Swamp;  also  £6- 17s  and  £9  in  money;  also  20s  in  moveables. 

6.  To  Samuel  Crosman,  “the  youngest  son,  and  to  Mercy  Thrasher,  the  youngest  daughter,  between 
them  the  purchase  right  in  the  old  Township  of  Taunton  both  as  to  commonage  and  future  Divisions  and 
fifteen  acres  of  land  yet  due  to  said  right  by  the  late  fifty  acres  Division;”  also  8  acres  of  land  on  N  E 


THE  CROSS MAN  FAMILY 


217 


side  of  Gt  Pine  Swamp;  Samuel  also  to  have  £7-12s-01d  in  money;  also  40.s-8d  in  moveables.  And  Mercy 
to  have  £7'12s-6d  in  money  and  40s-3d  in  moveables. 

1696,  July  26.  P  152  Do:  Commissioners  report  to  Court  and  report  is  approved. 

1749,  June  30.  Vol.  42,  p  293  L  R:  Israel  Woodward  of  Taunton  sells  to  Jonathan  Woodward  “all  my 
Right  and  Tittle  I  ever  had  in  ye  Lands  belonging  to  that  Right  of  my  Hon’d  Grandfather  Robert  Cros- 
man  on  ye  east  side  of  Prospect  Hill  pond.” 

1775,  Apl.  20.  P  438  Taunton  Hist  (1893):  On  the  Lexington  alarm  ‘‘Capt.  Robt  Crossman’s  Company 
of  minute  men  marched  from  Taunton  to  Roxbury,”  a  forty  mile  hike,  where  they  served  for  12  days. 

1823,  July  1.  P  74,  Pt  II,  Do:  Major  General  George  Hampton  Crossman,  born  at  Taunton,  Mass., 
Nov.  2,  1799,  seventh  in  lineal  descent  from  Robert  1st,  graduated  from  the  U.  S.  M.  A.,  ranking  30  out 
of  35  in  class,  and  355  in  list  of  graduates.  He  died  May  22,  1882,  aged  84. 

1866,  Dec.  P  752  Do:  Robert  Crossman  is  the  first  Commander  of  the  GAR  Post  organized  at 


Taunton,  Mass. 

CHILDREN 

(per  Vol.  I,  p  80,  Taunton  B  M  D;  all  by  first  wife) 

1.  SARAH  b.  1653;  m.  Nov.  11,  1675,  John  Woodward;  she  d. -  he  d.  May  10,  1688  8  ch 

He  was  a  carpenter  of  Taunton. 

2.  JOHN  b.  Mch.  16,  1654;  m.  Jan’y  7,  1689  90,  Joanna  Thayer;  he  d.  a  Dec.,  1731,  ae  77  she  d. -  9  ch 

They  were  of  Taunton.  He  has  3-page  will  recorded  there.  He  was  joint  administrator,  with  John  Thrasher  be¬ 
low,  of  father’s  estate. 

3.  MARY  b.  July  16,  1655;  m.  Aug.  24,  1673,  John  Gould;  she  d. -  he  d.  Dec.  14,  171 1,  a:  65  9  ch 

They  were  of  Taunton  where  he  died.  Three  children  removed  to  Kittery,  Me. 

4.  ROBERT  b.  Aug.  3,  1657;  m.  July  21,  1679,  Hannah  Brooks;  he  d.  1738,  a;  81  she  d. -  9  ch 

He  was  a  lawyer;  was  deputy  8  times  to  Plymouth  Gcn’l  Court.  Was  famous  miller  of  Taunton.  She  was  from 
Rehoboth,  a  granddaughter  of  Gov.  Edw.  Winslow  of  Plymouth. 

5.  JOSEPH  b.  Apl.  25,  1659;  m.  Nov.  24,  1685,  Sarah  Alden  -  6  ch 

They  lived  in  Easton,  Mass.  She  was  grandchild  of  John  Alden  of  the  Mayflower. 

6.  NATHANIEL  b.  Aug.  7,  1660;  he  d.  Mch.  8,  1675  6,  a:  16 

He  was  killed  by  the  Indians  at  Wrentham  in  King  Philip’s  War. 


7.  ELIA2ER  b.  Mch.  16,  1663;  he  d.  Oct.  26,  1667,  sc  4  years  J,.,^  >  |  7 

8.  ELIZABETH  b.  May  2,  1665;  m.  a  1686,  Nathaniel  Hayward;  she  d.  Dec.  26,  1739,  se  74  he  d.  ,  .11  ch 

They  lived  in  Bridgewater,  Mass.,  where  she  has  GSR  in  East  Bridgewater  cemetery. 

9.  SAMUEL  b.  July  25,  1667;  m.  Dec.  19,  1689,  Elizabeth  Bell  fsce  below) 

10.  MERCY  b.  Mch.  20,  1669  70;  m.  Jan’y  26,  1687,  John  Thrasher 

He  was  joint  adminstrator  with  John  above,  of  father  Robert  Crossman’s  Estate. 

11.  THOMAS  b.  Oct.  6,  1671;  he  d.  1690,  ae  19 

He  was  a  soldier  in  the  Nova  Scotia  campaign  under  Sir  Wm.  Phipps,  and  was  killed  in  battle. 

12.  SUSANNA  b.  Feb’y  14,  1672/3;  she  d.  bef.  Oct.,  1692.  She  died  unmarried  before  father. 


SAMUEL  CROSSMAN 

ELIZABETH  BELL 
b.  Nov.  15,  1668 
d.  a  1695,  x  a  27 


b.  July  25,  1667 

m.  (1)  Dec.  19,  1689 
Elizabeth  Bell 
m.  (2)  Dec.  26,  1696 
Widow  Mary 
Sawyer  Gulliver 
m.  (3)  Sept.  22,  1739 
Anna  Case 
m.  (4)  Wid.  Mary  Jones 
he  d.  May  1,  1755,  ae  88 


1667,  July  25.  Vol.  VIII,  p  38  P  C,  Ptd:  This 
is  Samuel  Crossman’s  natal  day  at  Taunton,  Mass. 
When  the  cyclic  event,  King  Philip’s  war,  broke 
out,  therefore,  he  was  but  eight  years  old.  His 
brother  Nathaniel,  at  age  of  only  16,  was  killed  in 
this  war. 

1689,  Dec.  19.  Vol.  22,  p  79  N  Y  B  &  G:  At  22 
years  of  age,  Samuel  takes  Elizabeth  Bell  of 
Taunton,  age  21,  to  be  his  wedded  wife.  The  rec¬ 
ord  shows  that  Major  Thomas  Leonard,  Justice 
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1668,  Nov.  15.  Vol.  VIII,  p  40  P  C,  Ptd:  Eliza¬ 
beth  Bell  was  born  at  Taunton,  Mass.,  and  it  is 
only  because  the  town  had  the  children  all  record¬ 
ed  at  Plymouth  that  we  have  her  natal  day  at  all. 
Otherwise  the  Taunton  fire  of  1848  would  have 
obliterated  all  trace  of  it. 

1695.  Elizabeth’s  death,  at  only  27,  is  not  re¬ 
corded  and  no  record  except  her  husband’s  second 
marriage  calls  attention  to  it.  In  the  words  of 
Hood: 

“Death  has  left  on  her 
Only  the  beautiful.” 


of  the  Peace,  perfonned  the  ceremony.  Presuma¬ 
bly  they  started  life  on  a  new  farm  at  Raynham, 
a  suburb  north  east  of  Taunton,  where  together 
they  could  sing  with  Scott: 

“From  the  white-thorn  the  May-flower  shed 
Its  dewy  fragrance  round  our  head; 

Not  Ariel  lived  more  merrily 
Under  the  blossom’d  bough  than  we.” 

Here  Samuel  became  a  successful  farmer  as 
shown  by  the  land  deeds  wherein  he  made,  while 
living,  generous  grants  of  land  to  his  sons.  Since 
the  Taunton  business  and  vital  records  were 
mostly  burned  in  1848  we  are  not  able  to  chronicle 
any  of  his  doings  in  these  lines.  These  were  propitious  days  for  starting  homes  for  the  “glorious  revo¬ 
lution”  was  on  in  England  and  the  Colonies  were  following  the  English  example.  In  New  York  for 
instance  the  people  siezed  the  Gov.  Sir  Edmund  Andros,  devotee  of  King  James’  arbitrary  measures,  and 
shipped  him  back  to  England.  Capt.  Jacob  Lcisler  then  took  control  of  the  Colony,  but  later  lost  his 
balance  by  hesitating  to  turn  over  the  government  to  Colonel  Henry  Slaughter,  the  regular  William  and 
Mary  appointee.  When  he  did,  Slaughter  immediately  arrested  him  and  had  him  tried  for  treason  and 
condemned  to  death.  If  Colonial  days  were  merry,  as  sometimes  sung,  they  were  also  grim! 


1696,  June  29.  In  the  distribution  of  the  estate  of  his  father,  Samuel’s  share  is:  “To  Samuel  Crosman, 
the  youngest  son  and  to  Mercy  Thrasher,  the  youngest  daughter  between  them,  the  purchase  right  in  the 
old  Township  of  Taunton  both  to  commonage  and  future  Divisions  and  fifteen  acres  of  land  yet  due  to 
said  right  by  the  late  fifty  acres  Divisions;”  also  8  acres  on  N  E  side  of  Great  Pine  Swamp;  Samuel  to 
have  also  £7-12-01  in  money;  also  40s-8cf  in  moveables.  And  Mercy  to  have  £7-12-06  in  money  and  40s-3d 
in  moveables. 


1696,  Dec.  22.  Vol.  22,  p  79  N  Y  B  &  G:  Our  Elizabeth  had  died  sometime  before  this  date  wheron 
we  have  the  record  of  a  second  marriage  at  Taunton  to  Mary  Sawyer,  widow  of  a  Mr.  Gulliver.  As 
Shakespeare  says: 

“Oh,  how  this  spring  of  life  resembleth 
The  uncertain  glory  of  an  April  day, 

Which  now  shows  all  the  beauty  of  the  sun 
And,  by  and  by,  a  cloud  takes  all  away!” 


1710/11,  Jan’y  16.  P  357  Taunton  Hist  (1S93):  Samuel  Crossman  was  a  member  in  the  “First  Foot 
Military  Company  of  Taunton  in  1710,”  under  command  of  Major  Thomas  Leonard. 

1711,  Aug.  7.  P  762  Do:  Samuel  Crosman  signs  petition  remonstrating  against  the  removal  of  the 
grist-mill  dam  on  Mill  River,  wherein  they  state:  “That  the  very  reason  for  building  our  town  where  it  is 
was  that  small  river  to  set  a  grist-mill  on,  and  there  hath  been  one  from  the  beginning  of  the  town.”  (see 
his  autograph  under  same) 

1719/20,  Jan’y  16.  Vol.  38,  p  197  L  R:  Samuel  Crosman  is  one  of  eight  to  sign  an  agreement  for  the 
building  of  a  “good  Cart  Bridge  across  Taunton  Great  River  about  Twenty  Rods  below  ye  Saw  Mill.” 
Some  26  citizens  set  down  what  they  will  contribute.  Samuel  Crosman  says,  “  I  give  six  days  Work.” 
Thomas  Crossman  says  likewise  “  I  will  give  six  days  work.  ”  The  proposition  was  to  finish  the  bridge 
before  the  last  of  October.  For  some  reason  the  agreement  was  not  recorded  till  Nov.  20,  1751. 

1720/21,  Feb’y  20.  Vol.  15,  p  691  L  R:  Samuel  Crosman  of  Taunton,  “for  the  Love  &  Natural  affec¬ 
tion  which  I  have  and  doe  have  unto  Thomas  Crosman  of  Taunton  my  oldest  son  ....  do  give  him 
two  certain  Lots  or  parcels  of  Land  the  one  contayning  twelve  acres  the  other  twenty  eight  acres  the  whole 
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being  Forty  acres  ....  and  is  at  a  place  in  sd  Taunton  nearc  ajoyning  to  the  yrall  plain  towards 
titicut”  .... 

1722,  Apl.  4.  P  265  Do:  “To  all  Christian  People  before  whom  these  presents  shall  came  Samuel 
Crosman  Esq  Eldest  of  that  name  in  Tanton  in  the  County  of  Bristol  in  his  Magistie’s  province  of  the 
Massachusetts  Bay  in  New  England  sendeth  greeting.  Know  ye,  That  the  said  Samuel  Crosman  for  and 
in  consideration  of  the  parentall  Love,  Great  Care  and  for  other  good  Causes  moving  him  said  Samuel 
Crosman  doth  acknowledge  and  himself  fully  satisfyed  and  Contented  hath  given  ....  unto  his  son 
Samuel  Crosman  ....  twenty  eight  acres  of  Land  within  the  Township  of  Tanton  lying  in  two  pieces, 
bounded  as  followeth  (viz)  one  piece  lying  on  the  south  eastward  side  of  the  Bay  Road”  .... 

1723,  Apl.  11.  Vol.  31,  P  286  L  R:  “Samuel  Crosman  Senr  of  Taunton  for  the  Love  I  Bear  to  my  son 
Joseph  Crosman  doth  give  him  a  certain  piece  of  Land  by  estimation  nineteen  acres  Lying  in  ye  East 
part  of  Taunton  ....  Recorded  June  15,  1743.” 

1733,  Mch.  15.  Vol.  32,  p  350  L  R:  “In  the  sixth  year  of  ye  Reign  of  our  Sovereign  Lord  George  ye 
Second:”  Samuel  Crosman  of  Raynham  “for  and  in  consideration  of  ye  Good  Will  &  my  affection  which 
I  have  for  my  son  Gabriel  Crosman  of  Raynham  ....  do  give  to  him  fifty  nine  acres  of  Land  and 
half  in  one  piece  &  ten  acres  in  an  other  piece  &  my  house  ....  moreover  I  ye  sd  Samuel  Crosman 
doth  Reserve  ye  Benefit  of  his  house  &  Improved  Land  &  firewood  during  my  life  &  ye  Life  of  his  wife 
then  all  that  privilege  to  Returne  to  my  son  Gabriel  Crosman  ....  recorded  Apl.  23,  1744.” 

1733,  Mch.  24.  Vol.  41,  p  76  L  R:  “Samuel  Crosman  of  Raynham  for  and  in  consideration  of  yr  Good 
will  and  Love  and  affection  which  1  have  to  my  son  Phinehas  Crosman  of  Raynham  ....  have  given, 
granted  ....  to  him  thirty  acers  of  land  in  one  piece  and  four  acres  and  a  half  in  another  piece  and 
my  aft  Barn  ....  moreover  1  ye  sd  Samuel  Crosman  doth  Reserve  ye  benefit  of  said  Barn  and 
Improved  Land  and  fire  wood  during  my  Life  and  ye  Life  of  my  wife  then  to  Return  to  my  son  Phinehas 
Crosman  whereunto  1  have  set  my  hand  <&  seal  ....  Recorded  Jan’y  27,  1754.” 

1739,  Sept.  22.  P  19  Dartmouth  Rec:  Samuel  Crossman  of  Raynham  and  Anna  Case  are  married  today. 
Samuel  is  now  72,  his  last  child  having  been  born  in  1709.  This  is  his  third  marriage  and  yet  there  w-as 
to  be  a  fourth  of  which  we  have  no  record.  It  was,  as  reported,  to  Mrs.  Mary  Jones,  widow  of  Joseph 
Jones,  and  she  outlived  Samuel,  being  mentioned  in  the  will  as  well  as  former  wife  Anne. 

1746,  Oct.  27.  Vol.  VII,  p  44  Maine  Hist  &  Gen  Rec:  "Valuation  of  Raynham,  Mass.,  in  1746  North¬ 
ward  Side.”  In  this  list  Samuel  Crosman  is  recorded,  “0  polls,  £18  real  estate,  £8  personal  estate.” 
Brother  Thomas  shows,  “  1  polls,  £6  r.e.,  £6  p.e.”;  and  brother  Gabriel,  “  1  polls,  £7  r.e.,  £6  p.e.” 

Two  years  after  this  "valuation”  Samuel  Crossman  makes  will  as  below',  mentioning  ten  of  the  eleven 
children,  six  living  and  four  dead.  Son  Robert  who  had  moved  to  New  Jersey  is  not  mentioned.  He  men¬ 
tions  former  wife  Anne  and  present  wife  Mary.  The  list  of  Samuel  Crossman’s  children  in  Vol.  I,  p  90 
V  R  at  Taunton  does  not  mention  Mary,  wife  of  William  Bassett;  but  this  is  not  the  original  record.  The 
will  clears  up  any  doubt.  We  place  Mary  third  as  child  of  first  marriage  since  this  accords  with  age  of 
husband  and  since  there  is  hardly  any  room  for  her  in  the  issue  of  second  marriage. 

1748,  Apl.  14.  Vol.  14,  pp  408-9  P  Ct,  Taunton:  “In  the  name  of  God  Amen,  I  Samuel  Crosman  of 
Raynham,  in  the  county  of  Bristol  in  New  Ingland  being  advanced  in  years  though  of  sound  memory  and 
judgement  and  of  a  disposing  mind  do  make  and  declare  this  my  Last  will  and  testament  following  vizt: 

I  give  my  soul  unto  the  hand  of  my  Gracious  God  that  gave  it  and  my  body  unto  the  earth  to  be  decently 
buried  by  my  executors  and  as  touching  my  worldly  estate  with  which  God  has  blessed  me  in  this  world 
I  hereby  dispose  of  in  the  following  manner  vizt  - 

“Imprimis  I  Give  unto  my  beloved  wife  the  eastward  end  of  my  now  dwelling  house  w'ith  the  cellar 
under  it  and  the  porch:  also  my  Barn  and  ) 4  of  an  acre  of  land  round  about  it  and  one-third  part  of  the 
Improved  Land  Given  by  deed  to  my  son  Gabriel  Crosman  (the  whole  of  which  in  my  deed  to  him  is  re¬ 
served  to  me  and  my  wife)  and  also  H  part  of  the  improved  land  given  by  deed  in  like  manner  to  my  son 
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Phinehas  Crosman,  also  the  liberty  of  cutting  firewood  on  the  land  given  as  aforesaid  to  my  son  Gabriel 
and  Phinehas  Crosman  and  the  liberty  of  cutting  firewood  and  fencing  on  my  land  joining  on  the  way 
leading  over  Tanall,  and  the  Bed  and  furniture  belonging  to  it  on  which  I  Ly  and  usually  Improve  for 
my  self.  The  above  Gift  and  Privilege  I  Give  unto  my  said  wife  during  her  Continuing  my  widow  and 
no  longer.  I  also  give  unto  her  my  said  wife  to  be  at  her  dispose  forever  one  good  cow  which  of  mine  she 
Please  and  also  one  Swine  and  also  all  my  eatable  Provisions  that  shall  be  mine  in  my  house  or  growing 
on  my  lands  at  my  decease  and  what  goods  or  estate  she  has  or  may  have  Brought  with  her  at  marriage 
with  me  or  since  together  with  what  she  has  got  by  her  own  earnings  and  Industry  since  I  also  give  to  her 
what  household  stuff  she  shall  need  to  use  for  herself  to  Improve  during  her  being  my  widow. 

“2  ly  I  give  unto  my  two  daughters  namely  Elizabeth  White  and  Sarah  Hadlestone  and  to  my  two 
grand  sons;  the  sons  of  my  daughter  Mary  Bassett  deceased,  to  them  and  their  heirs  and  assigns  for  ever, 
all  my  household  Goods  and  all  my  live  stock  on  my  farm  which  I  have  not  already  disposed  of  in  this 
my  last  will  to  be  equally  divided  betwixt  them  in  three  equal  parts  as  if  my  said  daughter  Mary  had 
been  living  and  in  like  manner  what  household  goods  I  have  herein  given  to  my  sd  wife  if  any  remain 
after  her  death  or  marriage  to  be  divided  as  aforesaid  unto  them  or  such  of  their  children  as  shall  legally 
represent  them. 

“3  ly  I  give  to  my  son  Thomas  Crosman  and  his  heirs  and  assigns  forever  four  acres  of  swamp  in  the 
swamp  called  Titenet  swamp  and  one  half  parchase  Right  in  Taunton  old  Township  with  all  division 
due  to  it  and  half  my  right  in  the  Burnt  Ground  (so  called)  and  that  peice  of  land  on  the  south  side  of 
the  Bay  Road  and  on  the  west  side  of  Tanall  Road  Preserving  the  Liberty  of  cutting  fencingc  and  firew  ood 
hereinbefore  given  to  my  wife.  I  also  give  to  him  all  the  money  I  shall  have  by  me  at  my  death  and  my 
cart  and  wheels  with  half  my  carpenters  Tools  Joyners  Tools  and  farming  tools  and  my  Gun. 

“4  ly  I  give  to  my  son  Joseph  Crossman  two  Acres  of  Land  in  the  swamp  called  Titient  swamp  and  one 
half  my  wearing  apparel  to  him  his  heirs  and  assigns  for  ever. 

“5  ly  1  give  to  the  children  of  my  Son  Samuel  Crosman  deceased  two  acres  of  Land  in  the  afore  said 
Tittient  swamp  to  them  said  children  &  their  heirs  and  assigns  for  ever. 

“6  ly  I  give  to  the  children  of  my  son  Barnabas  Crosman  deceased  two  acres  of  land  in  the  aforesaid 
Titient  swamp  to  them  their  heirs  and  assigns  for  ever. 

“7  ly  I  give  to  my  son  Gabriel  Crosman  tw-o  acres  of  land  in  the  aforesaid  Titient  swamp  and  half  my 
Burnt  Ground  (so  called)  and  one  half  my  Carpenters,  Joiner  and  farming  tools  to  him  his  heirs  and 
assigns  for  ever. 

”8  ly  I  give  to  my  son  Phinehas  Crosman  tw-o  acres  of  Land  in  the  aforesaid  Tittient  swamp  and  one 
half  my  wearing  apparel  to  him  his  heirs  and  assigns  for  ever. 

“9  ly  I  give  to  the  children  of  my  son  Theophelas  Crosman  deceased  two  acres  of  land  in  the  aforesaid 
Titient  swamp  to  them  their  heirs  and  assigns  for  ever. 

“  10th  ly  I  give  all  the  wearing  apparel  of  my  late  wife  Anne  Crosman  deceased  to  her  own  natural 
Brothers  and  sisters  that  are  now'  living  or  that  were  living  when  she  deceased  to  them  or  such  of  their 
children  as  shall  legally  represent  them. 

“11th  ly  I  appoint  my  son  Thomas  Crosman  to  be  sole  executor  to  this  my  last  will  and  testament 
ordering  him  to  recover,  receive  and  take  all  my  just  debts  and  demands  to  pay  all  my  just  debts  and 
bear  any  funeral  charges  Desireing  my  loving  wife  and  charging  you  my  dear  children  to  be  content  with 
the  foregoing  disposall  of  my  estate  do  hereby  make  null  and  void  all  other  wills  by  me  heretofore  made 
declare  this  &  this  only  to  be  my  last  will  &  testament.  In  witness  whereof  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand 
and  seal  this  fourteenth  day  of  April  anno  qui  domini  1748  and  in  the  twenty-first  year  of  ye  Reign  of 
Sovereign  Lord  George  the  second  of  Great  Britain  ye  King. 

Witness:  Benjamin  Shelley  Jr 

Experience  Wood,  Samuel  Leonard  Samuel  Crosman  Seal” 

1753,  Sept.  26.  Vol.  41,  p  331  L  R:  Samuel  Crosman  of  Raynham,  yoeman,  “for  and  in  consideration 
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of  ye  sum  of  forty  shillings  Lawfull  money  paid  by  my  son  Thomas  Crosman  of  sd  Raynham,  yoeman 
....  have  given,  sold  ....  to  him  four  acres  of  Land  in  ye  old  Township  of  Taunton  .... 
on  ye  original  Right  of  Mr.  Robert  Crosman.” 

1754,  Sept.  12.  Vol.  41,  p  9S  L  R:  A  deed  dated  Sept.  21,  1731  given  by  Samuel  Crossman  of  Hannover, 
Hunterdon  County,  New  Jersey,  Bloomer,  formerly  of  Taunton,  to  brother  Robert  Crossman  of  sd 
Hannover,  is  recorded  this  date,  23  years  later.  The  deed  covers  41  acres  of  land  in  Attleboro,  Mass.,  at 
price  of  £61.  This  record  indicates  that  the  two  boys  Samuel  and  Robert  had  settled  in  New  Jersey. 
Samuel  had  died  by  1748  when  the  father’s  will  was  made  and  Robert  was  not  mentioned  -  the  only  one 
of  eleven  children  not  named.  This  means  probably  that  he  had  died  and  left  no  issue. 

1755,  May  1.  P  “C”  in  Death  Book  of  Raynham:  Sam’l  Crosman's  death  is  recorded  in  the  long  hand, 
“Death  Book”  of  Raynham  in  N  E  H  &  G  Library  at  Boston.  He  reached  the  ripe  age  of  88. 

1755,  May  26.  Vol.  XIV,  p  502  P  Ct:  The  will  is  filed  for  probate  and  accepted  by  the  Court. 

1755,  May  28.  Vol.  XIV,  p  502,  P  Ct:  “An  Inventory  of  the  Chattel  Estate  of  Mr.  Samuel  Crosman 
of  Raynham  in  the  County  of  Bristol  Late  Deceased  Taken  by  the  subscribers  shown  to  us  by  his  Ex- 


editors  May  the  28tl',  1755: 

Imprs  Purse  &  Apparell 

Cash  13/6 . . £0-13-06 

one  hatt  &  woolen  Cap  2/  ............  0-  2-00 

one  pair  of  Leather  Breeches  4/6  ...........  0-  4-06 

one  pr  striped  Linen  Breeches  3/  ...........  0-  3-00 

one  old  silk  Camblet  Coat  13/  ............  0-13-00 

one  striped  Linnen  Jacket  3/6  ............  0-  3-06 

also  old  flanel  shirts,  silk  hankerchief,  white  gloves,  stockings,  shoes,  &c  ....  1-07-10 

Item  Bedding,  &c,  itemized  .............  6-06-02 

Item  Table  Linnen,  &c  .............  0-  4-07 

Item  Pewter,  &c  ..............  1-04-04 

Item  Class,  &c  ...............  0-  3-08 

I  tern  Brass,  &c  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  0-8-11 

Item  Iron  ware,  &c  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  _  1-19-02 

Item  Woodenware,  &c  .............  6-  1-06 

Item  Farming  &  Carpenters  tools,  &c  ...........  0-1 7-0S 

Item  one  Cow  54/  ...............  2-14-00 

Appraisers:  Josiah  Dean  _ 

Elijah  Leonard  £23-07-04” 

Abraham  Gushet 


1755,  June  23.  Do:  “Came  Thomas  Crosman  Executor  of  the  Last  Will  &  Testament  of  Samuel 
Crosman  Late  of  Raynham  dec’d  &  mad  oath  that  the  forewritten  Inventory  contains  the  whole  of  the 
Estate” . 

No  inventory  of  the  land  seems  to  be  recorded.  From  the  deeds  given  to  the  boys  it  appears  that  he 
had  already  given  most  of  it  away,  though  the  will  specifies  quite  a  little,  as  well  as  other  estate,  not 
inventoried. 


CHILDREN 

(all  on  Taunton  records;  first  three  by  first  marriage;  last  eight  by  second  marriage) 

1.  ELIZABETH  b.  Oct.  31,  1691;  m.  Dec.  28,  1709,  John  White;  she  d.  aft.  1752  he  d.  a  Dec.,  1752  6  ch 

He  was  of  Raynham  when  married.  She  is  named  in  husband’s  will. 

2.  THOMAS  b.  Aug.  13,  1694;  m.  a  1723,  Joanna  Leonard;  he  d.  Jan’y  24,  1765,  ac  71  she  d.  aft.  husband  12  ch 

They  were  of  Raynham.  He  was  sole  executor  of  father's  will.  The  inventory  of  his  estate  totalled  £105-7-6. 

3.  MARY  b.  a  1695;  m.  Mch.  18,  1718/9,  William  Bassett  (see  below) 

4.  SAMUEL  b.  Aug.  22,  1697;  m. - 

He  was  twin  of  Joseph.  He  moved  to  Hanover,  New  Jersey,  before  1731  when  he  deeded  land  in  Attleboro 
to  bro.  Robert.  He  had  several  children  as  shown  by  his  father’s  will  of  174S. 
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5.  JOSEPH  b.  Aug.  22,  1697;  m.  Abbie - 

He  was  one  of  the  founders  of  North  Middleboro  Church  in  1743.  Was  living  in  1748  when  father  made  will. 

6.  ROBERT  b.  Apl.  29,  1699 

He  moved  to  Hanover,  New  Jersey,  and  is  not  mentioned  in  father’s  will. 

7.  BARNABAS  b.  Mch.  29,  1701 ;  m.  Hannah  Maturin;  he  d.  Oct.  1,  1744,  x  44  she  d. 

They  lived  in  Middleboro  where  church  rec.  shows  five  sons  and  two  daughters.  She  m.  (2)  June  27,  1751 
Thomas  Baker  of  Taunton. 

8.  GABRIEL  b.  Nov.  6,  1702;  m.  Feb’y  28,  1733/4,  Phoebe  Briggs;  he  d.  1783,  x  81  she  d.  Jan’y  8,  1784,  x  72 

No  probate  is  indexed  at  Taunton. 

9.  SARAH  b.  May  15,  1704;  m.  - Hadlestone 

Her  father  in  will  calls  her  Sarah  Hadlestone.  Sarah  Crossman  m.  June  3,  1736  Wm.  Hoskins  at  Taunton. 
This  may  be  Sarah's  1st  m. 

10.  PHINEHAS  b.  July  31,  1707;  m.  Apl.  5,  1733,  Lydia  Shelly;  he  d.  1801,  x  94  she  d. 

They  were  married  by  Mr.  Wales  who  wrote  “both  were  of  Raynham.”  He  moved  1783  to  Granville,  Mass., 
and  died  there. 

11.  THEOPH1LUS  b.  Mch.  18,  1709;  m.  Oct.  12,  1733,  Elizabeth  Maturin 

Mr.  Wales  reported  at  marriage  that  both  were  of  Raynham.  He  has  no  probate  at  Raynham.  He  died  before 
father’s  will  of  1748. 


LINE  OF  DESCENT 

William  Bassett  b.  1694  m.  Mary  Crossman  b.  a  1695 
William  Bassett  b.  1726  m.  Lydia  Fisher  b.  1730 
Nathan  Bassett  b.  1769  m.  Mehitable  Buell  b.  1774 
Ozias  Buell  Bassette  b.  1807  m.  Emeline  Eno  b.  1805 
Frederick  Henry  Bassette  b.  1839  m.  Margaret  Anderson  b.  1844 


3  ch 

7  ch 

8  ch 

5  ch 
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DEA.  JOHN  DEMING 

HONOR  TREAT 

bp.  Mch.  19,  1615/16 
d.  before  1690 


b.  a  1615 

m.  a  1637 
d.  a  Nov.,  1705 
ae  a  90 


1615/16,  Mch.  19.  P  9  Treat  Gen:  “Honor 
Trat  dau  of  Richard  Trat  was  bapt  the  xixth  day 
of  March.”  This  baptism  was  at  the  Pitminster 
Church  of  St.  Andrew  &  St.  Mary.  It  is  recorded 
in  the  Parish  Register  at  Pitminster,  Somerset 
County,  England.  She  was  the  oldest  of  ten 
children,  nine  of  whom  made  the  trip  to  America 
with  their  parents,  probably  in  1637  when  she  was 
twenty  one  years  old.  Honor  was  the  chief  re¬ 
liance  of  her  mother,  no  doubt,  in  those  striking 
transitory  days  when  old  ties  must  be  broken  and 
new  ones  carved  from  the  virgin  materials  of  the 
wilderness  across  the  sea. 

A  letter  written  on  Jan’y  1,  1698  '99  by  Samuel 
Smith,  son  of  Rev.  Henry  Smith,  the  first  minister 
of  Wethersfield,  throws  a  gruesome  but  actual 
picture  of  what  the  early  inhabitants  of  these  first 
New  England  towns  had  to  suffer.  Contrast  this 
picture  with  that  they  left  in  centuries’  old  Eng¬ 
land  a  few  weeks  before:  “After  ye  Red  Skins  ye 
grate  Terror  of  our  lives  at  Weathersfield  &  for 
many  yeares  after  we  had  moved  to  Hadley  to  live 
was  ye  wolves.  Catamounts  were  bad  eno’  &  so 
was  ye  Beares,  but  it  was  ye  wolves  was  ye  worst. 
The  noyse  of  theyre  howlings  was  eno’  to  curdle 
ye  bloodc  of  ye  stoutest  &  I  have  never  seen  ye 
man  yt  did  not  shiver  at  ye  Sounde  of  a  Packe  of 
em.” 

1658,  Aug.  17.  Vol.  I,  p  161  Stiles:  Honor  Dent¬ 
ing  is  not  found  among  the  49  petitioners  to  the 
General  Court  praying  for  the  dismissal  of  Rev. 
John  Russell  from  the  Wethersfield  pastorate. 
Her  father,  mother,  husband,  brother,  sister  and 
brother-in-law  are  all  there,  but  where  is  she? 
Thereby  hangs  a  tale  perhaps. 

1668,  Feb’y  13.  Vol.  Ill,  p  72  C  C:  Her  father 
Richard  Treat  of  Wethersfield  wills  “my  great 
bible  to  my  Daughter  Honor  Demon.” 


1615.  P  3  ’Doming  Gen  (1904):  John  Denting 
was  born  about  this  time  thinks  the  author.  It 
cannot  be  far  wrong  considering  the  age  of  his 
children.  The  place  of  birth  is  not  definitely  de¬ 
termined  as  yet  but  it  is  thought  to  be  in  or  near 
to  Shalford,  Essex  County,  England,  for  it  was 
here  probably  where  John’s  older  sister  Elizabeth 
married  our  Nathaniel  Foote.  On  Mr.  Foote’s 
death  in  Wethersfield  in  1644  she  married  our 
Gov.  Thomas  Welles. 

1635  6.  Vol.  II,  p  272  Stiles:  “Among  the 
settlers  of  Wethersfield  probably  as  early  as  1635 
or  ’36,”  says  Stiles,  “were  two  settlers  of  the  name 
of  Deming,  probably  brothers  -  John  and  Thomas. 
Thomas  was  a  ship-carpenter.  He  married  July  24, 
1645  Mary  Sheaffe  of  Farmington  and  removed 
to  Southampton  and  thence  to  East  Hampton, 
Lond  Island,  where  his  posterity  is  still  living. 
John  continued  at  Wethersfield  and  his  decend- 
ants  are  numerous,  and  many  have  been  distin¬ 
guished  as  Stiles  says.  “Hall  Memoranda”  (1902) 
says,  "the  family  were  originally  French  Hugue¬ 
nots  who  spelled  name  De  Ming.  After  the  mas¬ 
sacre  of  St.  Bartholomew  they  drifted  to  England, 
dropped  the  capital  M,  and  wrote  the  name 
Deming.”  No  authority  for  this  is  given  however. 

They  were  among  the  very  earliest  settlers  of 
Wethersfield  and,  as  Savage  says,  John  Deming 
was  one  of  the  chief  settlers.  The  record  he  left 
behind  certainly  proves  this.  Trumbull  names  him 
as  one  of  “the  civil  and  religious  fathers  of  the 
Colony  who  formed  its  free  and  happy  constitu¬ 
tion,  were  its  legislators,  and  were  some  of  the 
chief  pillars  of  the  church  and  commonwealth.” 

The  following  record  shows  him  to  be  almost 
constantly  up  to  old  age  in  some  form  of  public 
service,  including  nearly  30  years  as  deputy  to  the 
General  Court,  while  his  place  as  one  of  the  19 
named  in  the  King  Charles  Charter  of  1662  marks 
him  as  a  distinguished  leader  of  his  day.  In  Colo¬ 
nial  Records  he  generally  carries  the  title  of  “Mr” 
there  being  only  about  4  in  Wethersfield  to  be  so 
honored.  In  some  of  the  early  deeds  John  Dem- 
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1690,  June  26.  At  this  date,  in  her  husband’s  ing  is  described  both  as  a  planter  and  a  “knack- 
will,  she  is  not  mentioned  and  hence  had  died  er,  ”  a  knacker  being  a  maker  of  horse-collars, 

before  this  date  -  no  doubt  at  home  in  Wethers-  harness  and  rope. 

fold-  1637.  P  31  Treat  Gen  (1893):  John  Deming  was 

about  twenty  two  years  of  age  in  this  year  of  grace 
w'hen  the  family  of  Richard  Treat  arrives  in  Wethersfield  -  father,  mother,  and  nine  children,  fresh  from 
England.  Honor,  the  oldest,  is  just  passing  twenty-one  and  it  is  not  surprising  that  John  Deming  should 
quickly  see  her  worth  and  successfully  woo  and  make  her  Mrs.  Deming  within  a  few  weeks.  This  seems  to 
be  the  case  at  any  rate.  No  record  exists  of  the  wedding. 


1640/1,  Feb’y  11.  Vol.  I,  pp  256  -  264  L  R:  On  this  date  the  earliest  land  records  of  Wethersfield  begin 
with  entries  by  seven  proprietors.  Just  two  weeks  after,  Richard  Crabbe  records  his  homestead  “bounded 
east  on  Great  Meadow  and  north  on  house  lot  of  Jo:  Demion.”  Crabb  was  a  member  of  the  Gen'l  Court  on 
Apl.  11,  1639  at  which  time  he  was  probably  residing  at  above  homestead.  New  communities  often 
started,  and  quite  naturally,  lived  on  for  a  few  years  without  any  need  of  town  record  books  or  even  a 
town  clerk.  Settlers  were  far  apart  and  knew  their  lands  well  enough  to  avoid  encroachments.  When  re¬ 
sales  and  transfers  began  to  multiply,  however,  town  books  were  required  and  came  into  being.  Thus 
John  Deming  owned  property  in  Wethersfield  for  five  or  six  years  before  the  land  books  were  opened.  Then 
he  brought  into  the  clerk’s  office  (probably  his  kitchen)  a  record  of  his  holdings  as  follows: 


1641,  Apl.  25.  Vol.  I,  p  223  L  R:  “The  2d  month  &  25th  Daie  1641  the  land  of  Jo:  Demion  Lying  in 
Wethersfield  on  Conecticutt  river.  One  pece  whereon  his  howse  &  barne  standeth  con  five  acr  one  halfe 
more  or  lesse  (for  fouer  acr  he  is  to  paie  rates  for  the  rest  he  have  made  a  gate  into  the  mea  neare  the  same 
&  like  wise  to  continew  &  mainteyne  it)  the  ends  abutt  against  his  streete  west  &  great  mea:  East,  the 
sids  against  the  howse  lotts  of  Tho  Standish  North  &  Ric:  Crabb  South.”  In  addition  to  this  homestead 
plot  and  following  it  there  are  recorded  to  him  ten  parcelsof  land  including  “ten  acres  in  thcGreat  Meadow 
.  .  .  .  five  acres  in  the  Great  Meadow  ....  two  acres  in  Beaver  meadow  .  .  .  17  acres  in  the  wet 
swamp  ....  51  acres  in  the  West  Field  ....  120  acres  on  the  East  side  of  the  Connecticut  River.” 

Later  he  bought  the  property  adjoining  the  homestead  of  his  brother-in-law  Thomas  Standish.  The 
homestead  thus  enlarged  to  nine  acres  is  situated  in  the  northerly  part  of  the  town  and  is  now  bounded 
west  on  High  street  and  north  on  the  highway  leading  to  the  landing.  In  Vol.  1,  p  1  TV,  the  4th  entry 
reads:  “John  Demon  gives  for  his  Earmark  the  far  ear  [  ].  The  near  Ear  whole  &  will  continue  the 

marke  of  all  his  hogs  &  Catell  he  breads.” 

It  was  no  easy  job  for  these  pilgrims  to  hew  out  these  new  homes  in  the  wilderness.  Yet  the  satisfaction 
of  living  in  free  America  was  indeed  great,  when  contrasted  with  old  world  conditions,  as  seen  for  instance, 
this  very  year  in  which  no  less  than  40,000  Protestants  in  Ulster  were  killed  in  a  single  day  by  the  Catholics. 

1642/3,  Mch.  2.  Vol.  I,  p  94  G  C:  John  Demon  was  one  of  the  “Jury  of  the  Prticr  Court,  ”  this  being  the 
first  of  at  least  seventeen  of  his  General  Court  jury  services  in  the  years  up  to  and  including  Oct.  9,  1666. 

1644,  Aug.  1.  P124  Do:  John  Deming  was  “pi  agt  Ed:  Preston  in  an  actio  of  the  Case,  20  bushl  of  Ry 
&  10s  damages.”  Evidently  John  Deming  believed  in  the  law  and  the  use  thereof  for  he  invoked  it  several 
times  in  the  next  few  years  as  plaintiff  and  it  was  in  turn  invoked  against  him. 

1645,  Dec.  1.  PI 47  Do:  John  Deming  is  elected  deputy  to  the  General  Court,  the  name  in  the  record 
being  spelled  Jo  :  Demon.  Later  records  spell  it  John  Dement,  but  generally  it  is  right.  From  this  year  up 
to  Oct.  10,  1672  he  is  recorded  among  the  deputies  for  Wethersfield  as  present  at  no  less  than  55  sessions 
of  the  Court. 


1646/7,  Mch.  16.  Vol.  I,  p  1  T  V:  This  is  the  first  date  in  the  first  town  meeting  book  of  Wethersfield, 
hence  for  ten  years  of  its  earliest  history  we  have  no  record  of  the  business  done  or  the  elections  held  at 
town  meetings.  One  month  after  the  beginning,  or  on  April  22d,  there  is  a  reference  to  John  Deming  as 
a  Townesman,  whose  duties  were  “to  agitat  and  order  the  townes  questions.”  To  this  office  he  was  re- 
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elected  injan’y,  1647  S;  jan’y,  1648  9;  March,  1651/2;  Feb’y,  1654/5;  Feb’y,  1653  4;  April,  1667;  Feb’y, 
1667,  8;  February,  1668  9;  and  Feb’y,  1669  70. 

164S,  June  1.  Vol.  I,  p  177  G  C:  “In  the  action  of  carpenter  pit  agt  Demon  deft  the  Jury  find  for  the 
pi.  £4.  damages  <5:  costs  of  Court.”  These  old  law  suit  cases  would  be  much  more  interesting  generally  if 
they  specified  the  complaint.  Many  of  them  are  simply  entered  like  the  above,  with  only  the  principals  and 
the  judgment  stated. 

1649,  50,  Mch.  7.  Vol.  II,  p  1  CC:  John  Demyn  is  on  the  Grand  Jury  of  the  County  Court,  and  was  so 
again  on  May  15,  1650.  Even  as  he  was  often  called  on  the  juries  of  the  General  Court  so  likewise  he 
appears  at  various  times  on  these  County  Court  juries. 

1651,  2,  Mch.  8.  Vol.  I,  p  39  T  V:  “John  Demon,  for  making  18  Rod  of  fence  wh  theTowne  should 
have  made  in  his  homlot.  .  .  .  is  to  be  abated  24  aers  in  the  comon  fence  of  the  Mea.  for  ever.” 

1653/  4,  Mch.  2.  Vol.  II,  p  48  C  C:  John  Deming  Senior,  and  Samuel  Smith  Senior,  are  chosen  for  the 
unpopular  but  very  important  office  of  constables  for  Wethersfield. 

1655,  June  1.  P  69  Do:  One  of  the  appraisers  of  the  estate  of  William  Belden  of  Wethersfield  was  John 
Deming.  In  the  capacity  of  appraiser,  administrator,  overseer,  witness  or  distributor,  he  appears  in  not  less 
than  twenty  five  probate  cases  up  to  Mch.  27,  1696,  on  which  occasion  he  was  witness  to  the  will  of  his  son 
Jonathan  Deming  sen’r. 

1656  7,  Feb’y  26.  Vol.  II,  P  74  G  C:  “Mr  Steele,  Mr  Allin,  Mr  Dan  :  Clarke,  Mr  Lord,  William  Wads¬ 
worth,  Mr  Hollistr,  John  Deming,  Robert  Webster,  w'h  the  Magistrates,  to  bee  Committee,  to  give  the 
best  safe  advice  they  can  to  the  Indians,  if  they  agree  to  meete  &  being  mett  shall  crave  the  same  of  them.” 
Evidence  of  the  Christian  concern  of  the  Pilgrim  Fathers  for  the  Indians  on  their  flanks  is  everywhere 
sprinkled  through  these  early  Court  records.  Another  instance  of  such  concern  is  seen  in  the  General 
Court  action  of  September,  1654,  employing  an  interpreter  to  aid  the  ministers,  or  others  duly  appointed, 
to  instruct  those  poore,  lost,  naked  sonnes  of  Adam.”  While  they  recognized  the  dangers  of  unprovoked 
attack  by  irresponsible  tribesmen  as  ever  present,  the  colonists  recognized  their  own  responsibility  and 
quickly  passed  such  laws  as  the  prohibition  of  liquor  selling,  or  the  selling  of  fire-arms,  to  the  Indians. 
Furthermore  they  gave  guilty  Indians,  like  guilty  whites,  a  fair  trial  in  Court,  and  heard  patiently  the 
complaints  of  the  Indians  against  offending  white  men.  The  testimony  of  good  men  then  and  now  is  that 
they  could  have  done  better,  but  that  is  a  criticism  equally  good  against  the  Courts  of  our  day. 

1658,  Apl.  16.  Vol.  I,  p  53  T  V:  At  a  town  meeting  in  Wethersfield,  “it  was  veated  that  sixe  men  should 
be  chousen  to  tret  with  Mr  Russel  to  nowe  wether  he  doth  intend  to  remove  from  us  or  taray  with  us, 
Mr  1  rat,  Mr  Hollester,  John  Demon,  Tho  :  Curtis,  Tho  :  Standish,  Sam.  Boreman  and  so  to  re  turne 
answer  to  the  toune.”  Of  the  six  men  chosen  on  this  committee,  four  were  related.  John  Hollister  and 
John  Deming  were  the  sons-in-law  of  Richard  Treat,  and  Thomas  Standish  was  a  brother-in-law  of  John 
Deming.  Matters  came  to  a  climax  when  John  Hollister,  one  of  the  most  prominent  men  of  the  plantation, 
was  excommunicated  through  the  influence  of  Mr.  Russell,  without  being  given  a  chance  to  know  before¬ 
hand  what  the  charges  were  against  him. 

1658,  Aug.  17.  Vol.  1 1,  p  99  G  C:  John  Deming  Sen’r,  church  member,  with  our  Richard  Treat  and  wife, 
Thomas  Wright  &  wife,  Thos.  Wright  Jr.,  and  Michael  Griswold  and  others  (49  in  all),  including  “5  fe¬ 
males,  protest  to  the  General  Court  about  Rev.  Mr.  Russell  whom  they  cannot  approve  as  their  minister. 
The  General  Court  next  day  summing  up  the  case  says,  “the  paper  that  was  sent  in  to  yeTowne  by  Mr. 
Russel  being  of  an  ambiguous  nature,  subject  to  various  interpretations,  and  therefore  should  be  explayned 
and  retracted  by  Mr.  Russel:  and  the  Court  adviseth  each  party,  that  they  walk  lovingly  together  without 
disturbeing  carriage  each  to  the  other.”  The  good  offices  of  the  Court  did  not  prevail,  however,  in  over¬ 
coming  the  differences,  for  they  continued  to  exist  more  or  less  strongly  for  over  a  year  longer  when  it  was 
suddenly  ended  by  Mr.  Russell’s  decision  to  sell  out  and  remove  to  Hadley,  Mass.,  a  new  settlement  on  the 
Connecticut  River.  Some  20  settlers  of  Wethersfield  went  with  Mr.  Russell  on  this  new  pilgrimage. 
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1658/59,  Mch.  24.  Vol.  I,  p  58  T  V:  At  a  town  meeting,  John  Deming,  and  four  others,  were  appointed 
“  to  procure  a  setlcd  and  an  aproved  minister;  ”  and  he  was  chosen  on  similar  committees  in  October,  1676; 
November,  1678;  and  July,  1692. 

1659/60,  January  26.  Vol.  I,  p  224  L  R:  Here  is  recorded  tojohn  Deming  sen’r,  as  purchased  of  Richard 
Belding,  a  homestead  of  four  acres  with  house  and  barn  thereon,  situated  on  the  easterly  side  of  High  St., 
bounded  north  on  the  home-lot  of  Thomas  Bunce  and  south  on  land  of  Samuel  Boreman.  This  was  the 
original  homestead  of  John  Gibbs  who  removed  to  New  Haven.  The  day  following  the  purchase  of  this 
Belding  homestead  by  John  Deming,  there  is  an  entry  showing  that  the  latter  had  given  it  to  his  son  John 
Deming  Junior,  with  four  other  pieces,  three  of  which  were  bought  of  Jeffrey  Ferris. 

1660,  April  11.  Vol.  II,  p  135  C  C:  The  Court  appoints  John  Deming  Sen’r  a  supervisor  and  adminis¬ 
trator  to  assist  “Mr.  John  Cotton,  Techer  at  Wethersfield,”  in  administering  the  estate  of  our  Governor 
Welles.  He  was  an  appraiser  also  in  taking  the  inventory  of  £1,069-08-02. 

1660,  May  17.  P  127  Do:  He  is  named  among  thirteen  to  make  up  the  Grand  Jury  for  the  Colony  “to 
inquire  and  considr  of  ye  misdeameaneors  and  breaches  of  the  orders  of  this  Collo:  in  ye  severall 
Townes.” 

1660,  July  14.  Vol.  I,  p  66  T  V:  John  Deming  senr  and  Willame  Gudrich  are  appointed  on  Committee 
“to  provid  a  house  for  this  yeare”  for  the  minister -Mr.  Russell’s  successor.  It  did  not  succeed  very  well 
apparently  for  in  February,  1660  61,  Mr.  Deming  was  chosen  for  similar  service  and  again  for  like  service 
in  October,  1663. 

1662,  Apl.  23.  Vol.  II,  p  3  G  C,  Ptd:  Today,  in  the  fourteenth  year  of  King  Charles  II,  is  one  of  the 
greatest  red  letter  days  of  Connecticut  for  it  is  the  date  of  the  famous  Charter  which  the  King  granted  to 
the  Citizens  of  Connecticut  with  the  privilege  of  owing  land”  in  free  and  common  socage.”  Up  to  this  time 
the  Colonists  of  Connecticut  and  New  Haven  had  held  land  by  the  right  of  Indian  title  only;  but  with  the 
growing  importance  of  the  Colonies  they  saw  the  wisdom  of  having  a  Crown  title  also  that  the  land  might 
be  deeded  and  the  laws  made  without  question  from  any  individual  or  any  State.  Connecticut  was  greatly 
favored  in  these  days  in  having  a  man  for  governor  who  was  noted  for  his  wisdom  and  who  also  had  power¬ 
ful  friends  in  the  Court  of  Charles  II.  The  Colony  in  May,  1661,  appointed  its  Governor  John  Winthrop 
its  agent  to  proceed  to  England  and  accomplish  the  desired  results.  By  his  skillful  management  he  secured 
from  the  King  a  Patent  or  Charter  more  liberal  in  its  provisions  than  anything  yet  secured  from  the 
Charleses,  King  Charles  not  even  retaining  the  power  of  veto.  Of  the  nineteen  persons  named  in  the 
Patent  to  whom  the  grant  was  made  in  behalf  of  the  Colony,  sixteen  including  the  Governor  and  Deputy 
Governor,  were  members  of  the  General  Court  of  May,  1661.  John  Deming  was  one  of  this  number  and 
his  selection  as  a  Patentee  is  prime  proof  of  his  title  to  the  place  of  a  “  Father  of  Connecticut.” 

1662,  Oct.  9.  Vol.  II,  p  169  G  C:  “At  the  General  Assembly  or  Court  of  Election  held  at  Hartford, 
Octobr  9:  62.  Mr  Will"1  Pitkin  is  desired  and  appointed  as  Attourney  for  yc  Generll  Court,  to  prsecute 
Thomas  Ford  Senr,  John  Deming  Senr,  Mrs  Lattimore  and  Thomas  Hurl  but,  at  yc  Prticuler  Court  to  be 
held  at  Hartford  on  Wednesday  next.”  The  reason  for  this  action  was  a  debt  which  these  people  owed  to 
Capt.  John  Cullick,  formerly  of  Hartford,  but  now  of  Boston.  He  had  assigned  his  claim  to  the  Connect¬ 
icut  Colony.  The  case  was  tried  on  October  15th  and  the  Colony  won  it,  Deming  paying  as  his  share 
£28-06-09. 

1663,  Oct.  26.  Vol.  I,  p  77  T  V:  John  Deming  Sen’r  and  Will:  Goodrich  are  on  committee  of  six  “to  by 
a  sutable  place  in  the  towne  with  a  house  thereupon”  for  the  minister. 

1664,  Dec.  20.  Vol.  Ill,  p  40  C  C:  John  Deming  assists  as  appraiser  of  the  estate  of  our  John  Stoddard 
(Deming’s  nephew  by  marriage)  and  in  March  following  he  was  an  overseer.  On  March  3,  1669/  70  he  was 
appraiser  of  estate  of  our  Richard  Treat  Sen’r  (father-in-law)  for  whom  also  he  was  an  overseer.  In  like 
capacity  he  served  on  the  estates  of  his  brother-in-law  Lt.  John  Hollister  and  of  Capt.  Samuel  Welles. 

1667,  Sept.  13.  Vol.  I,  p  101  T  V:  Mr.  Treat  Sen’r,  John  Deming  Sen’r,  &  two  others,  “are  chosen  by 
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the  towne  to  aquaint  Mr.  Buckly  &  Mr.  Stone  with  the  mind  of  the  Towne  and  to  returne  there  answere 
when  obtained.” 

1668/9,  Feb’y  13.  Vol.  Ill,  p  72  C  C:  Richard  Treat  Sen’r,  father-in-law,  in  his  will,  says:  “My  debts 
being  paid  I  give  to  my  loveing  sons  John  Demon  and  Robert  Webster,  equally,  all  the  rest  of  my  goods 
and  Chattells  whatsoever,  except  Mr.  Perkins  Book,  which  1  give  to  my  sonn  John  Demon,  and  my  great 
bible  to  my  Daughter  Honor  Demon.” 

1669,  Oct.  Vol.  II,  p  520  G  C,  Ptd:  “A  List  of  Wethersfield  Freemen”  was  taken  according  to  the 
General  Court  order  to  all  of  Connecticut  in  the  previous  May.  The  list  in  Wethersfield  contained  58 
names,  and  in  all  of  Connecticut  only  19  towns  reported  a  total  of  787  freemen.  John  Deming  Sen’r  is 
in  the  list  as  also  sons  John  Deming  Jun’r  and  Jonathan  Deming. 

1669/70,  Mch.  9.  Vol.  XXI,  p  197  C  H  S:  John  Deminge  reports  that  he  has  seven  persons  in  his 
house  and  24  bushels  “of  wheat  &  indean.” 

1670/1,  Jan’y  19.  Vol.  Ill,  p  89  C  C:  Our  Margaret  Wright,  widow,  asks  her  “Christian  Brother  John 
Deming”  to  be  one  of  the  overseers  of  her  will,  and  on  Apl.  5  following  the  Court  appointed  him  an  ad¬ 
ministrator  as  well. 

1670/1,  Feb’y  23.  Vol.  1,  p  112  T  V:  At  town  meeting,  John  Deming  Sen’r  draws  lot  No.  47  in  the 
“Mile  in  Breadth”  division  of  “land  next  Farmington  bounds.”  There  were  76  householders  who  par¬ 
ticipated  equally,  each  drawing  52  acres,  the  lots  being  26  rods  wide.  A  sketch  of  this  drawing  may  be 
seen  in  Dr.  Stiles’  History  on  page  741. 

1670/1,  Mch.  7.  P  116  Do:  At  this  meeting  John  Deming  Sen’r,  and  four  others,  were  added  “to  the 
townsmen  to  seate  all  the  people  belonging  to  Weathersfield  in  the  Metting  house.”  The  rules  of  gradation 
do  not  appear  at  this  time  but  in  March,  1717,  the  town  instructed  the  committee  to  arrange  the  seating 
on  the  following  “Grounds  of  Advancement:  1.  Age;  2.  Dignity  of  Descent;  3.  Place  of  Publick  Trust; 
4.  Pious  Disposition  &  Behaviour;  5.  Estate;  6.  Peculiar  serviceableness  in  any  kind.” 

1673,  Sept.  4.  Vol.  Ill,  p  133  C  C:  “Mr.  John  Deming  complayneing  of  Joseph  Curtice  for  takeing 
away  the  child  the  Court  appoynted  his  daughter  to  keep  &  he  forceing  him  by  warrant  to  gaync  the  child 
agayne  is  adjudged  to  pay  him  5s  for  disturbing  sayd  Deming.”  At  this  Court  Mr.  John  Deming  stands 
at  the  head  of  the  Jury.  In  this  year  of  1673  he  is  taxed  on  land  owned  in  Eastbury,  Connecticut. 

1673/4,  Jan’y  15.  Vol.  II,  p 912  Stiles:  “A  Rate  raised  upon  the  Inhabitants  of  Wethersfield,”  114  in 
number,  “for  the  discharge  of  a  purchase  of  land  from  the  Indians  which  is  one  halfe  penny  upon  the 
pound.”  John  Deming  Senr  is  taxed  9s-5d.  Sergt.  John  Deming  is  taxed  5s-ld.  This  is  the  land  distributed 
in  1701  as  the  “Five  Mile  distribution.” 

1678,  Nov.  24.  Vol.  IV,  pp  17-18  CC:  John  Deming  Senior  and  John  Deming  Jun’r  appraise  the  estate 
of  Rev.  Joseph  Rowlandson,  late  pastor  of  Wethersfield  Church,  inventory  at  Lancaster  being  £129-00-00 
and  at  Wethersfield  £290-16-00. 

1678,  Nov.  27.  Vol.  I,  p  155  TV:  Mr.  Deming  Sen’r  is  one  of  four  named  “with  full  power  to  procure 
some  able  minister  to  settle  amongst  us.” 

1680/1,  Mch.  10.  Vol.  IV,  p  37  C  C:  “TheGoV  &  Magistrates  desire  &  appoynt  Cap' John  Chester,  Mr. 
Samuel  Talcott,  Mr.  John  Deming  Senr  to  distribute  the  Estate  of  Capt  Samuel  Wells  unto  his  children.” 

1685,  Aug.  19.  P  107  Do:  “Mr.  John  Deming  personally  appeared  &  acknowledged  a  Judgment  against 
himselfe  for  Thirty  one  pounds  Thirteen  shillings  &  fower  pence  in  Money  or  provisions  at  money  price 
due  to  Thomas  Bratle,  Administrator  to  Capt.  Bratle,  late  of  Boston.” 

1685,  December  18.  Vol.  Ill,  p  229  L  R:  John  Deming  Senior  deeds  to  his  son  Ebenezer  four  acres  in 
the  West  Field  with  house  and  barn  thereon,  also  ten  acres  in  the  Wet  Swamp.  In  May,  1690  he  likewise 
gave  six  acres  in  the  great  West  Field,  with  a  house  and  barn  thereon,  and  seven  acres  in  the  West  Swamp, 
to  son  David. 
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1690  Tune  26  Vol.  VII,  p  132  P  Ct,  Hartford:  “  I,  John  Deming  Senior,  of  Wethersfield,  being  of  good 
understanding  and  sound  memory,  doe  see  it  my  duty  to  set  my  house  in  order  &  to  settle  my  estate  so  that 
peace  may  be  continued  in  my  family  when  1  shall  be  gathered  to  my  fathers  &  I  do  therefore  make  « 
declare  this  to  be  my  last  Will  &  Testament  hereby  renouncing  &  making  voyd  all  former  wills  and  testa¬ 
ments  by  me  made  &  establishing  this  onely  to  be  my  last  will  &  testament. 

“First  I  commend  my  spirit  to  God  expecting  salvation  only  by  Jesus  Christ,  &  my  body  to  a  comely 
Christian  burial,  expecting  a  glorious  resurection  &  reunion  of  soul  and  body  at  the  last  day. 

“For  my  worldly  goods  -  I  having  already  done  well  for  my  son  John  1  now  give  him  my  Great  Bible 
Geneva  print  and  my  feather  bed  and  boulster  &  my  great  Kettle  to  be  to  him  and  his  heirs  forever. 

“  1  give  to  my  son  Jonathan  my  fifty-acre  lott  at  the  west  side  of  the  Bounds,  to  be  to  him  and  his  heirs 

f°  “  I  d’ve  to  my  son  Samuel  my  house  &  home  lot,  with  all  the  buildings  upon  it,  containing  Nine  acres  be 
it  more  or  less  and  is  Bownded  as  in  the  records;  as  allso  my  meadow  adjoyning  containing  about  1  <  acres, 
be  it  more  or  less  &  abutts  on  Mr.  Willys  south,  Thomas  Standidge  his  land  east,  the  highway  North,  & 
mv  homelott  west;  &  12  acres  in  the  West  Swamp,  at  the  rear  of  my  son  David’s  lott;  allso  1  give  unto  him 
mv  flock  of  sheep,  &  my  neat  cattle,  &  all  my  horses  &  horse  kind  and  all  my  swine  &  all  my  moveables, 
within  doors  and  without  doors  (not  otherwise  disposed  of  by  this  my  last  will),  &  all  my  husbandry  toois, 
implements  &  he  paying  my  just  debts  &  funeral  charges  &  such  legacies  as  1  do  hereby  appoint  him  to  pay. 
“I  give  to  my  son  David  all  my  materials  and  tools  in  my  shop,  &  my  booke  debts,  he  paying  those 

debts  1  own  about  my  trade. 

“  I  give  to  my  son  Ebenezer  my  best  coat  &  my  best  Hatt. 

“  I  give  to  my  daughter  Morgan,  my  daughter  Beckly,  my  daughter  Hurlbut  and  my  daughter  Wright, 
five  pounds  apiece,  to  be  paid  by  my  executor  within  five  years  after  my  decease 

“  I  give  to  my  cousin  Unis  Standigge  (Standish)  &  to  my  cousin  Sarah  Wyer,  wife  of  John  Wyer,  Twenty 

pounds  apiece,  to  be  payed  within  two  years  after  my  decease.  , 

“  I  give  to  my  daughter  Moody  as  a  token  of  my  love  to  her  10s,  I  having  already  given  her  a  good 

P°“ti°give  to  my  grandchild  Ann  Beckly  five  pounds  to  be  payed  her  by  my  executor  at  her  day  of  marriage. 

1  do  hereby  constitute  and  appoint  my  son  Samuel  to  be  my  whole  &  sole  executor  of  this  my  last  will  and 
testament  &  1  desire  my  Honored  friend  Capt.  Samuel  Talcott  &  my  son  Ebenezer  Deming  to  be  overseers 
who  I  desire  to  assist  my  executor  with  their  best  advice  in  all  his  occasions  &  to  see  this  my  will  is  duly 

^‘^Rnally  I  doe  desire  and  command  all  my  children  to  know,  fear  and  serve  the  God  of  their  father  with 
all  their  hearts,  might  and  strength  &  to  live  in  love  and  unity  one  with  another  that  God  even  mv  God 
may  be  with  them  &  bless  them.  For  confirmation  hereof  I  have  set  to  my  hand  &  seall  June  26,  1690. 

Witnesses:  John  Allyn  John  Demince’  Sen,OR’” 

George  Grave 

1692  Feb’y  3.  “Codicil:  Whereas  I  gave  to  my  son  John  my  great  Bible,  my  feather  bed  and  bolster, 
and  mv  great  Kettle,  I  now  withdraw  that  gift  and  give  my  son  John  all  my  materials  and  tools  in  my 
shop  and  my  book  debts,  he  paying  those  debts  1  owe  about  my  trade.  And  whereas  in  my  will  I  gave  my 
grandchild  Ann  Beckley  £5,  shee  having  miscarryed,  I  withdraw  my  gift  from  her,  and  that  £5  1  give  to 

my  son  David. 

T  ,  Al,VKt  John  Deming,  L  S. 

Witness:  John  Allyn  j 

Zachariah  Sandford 


1692  luly  5.  Vol.  I,  p  221  T  V:  At  a  Towne  Meeting  Mr.  John  Deming  Senr,  and  six  others,  “  were  chosen 
a  committee  to  treat  with  Mr.  William  Partrigg  in  order  to  his  full  settlement  amongst  us  as  our  minister.” 

1693  Dec.  25.  P  224  Do:  On  this  Christmas  day  a  committee  of  six  is  appointed,  including  “  Deacon 
John  Demming,”  to  procure  a  minister  for  the  Church.  This  same  committee  had  been  named  in  July, 
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1692,  hence  it  would  appear  that  in  the  interim  he  had  been  elected  Deacon.  Being  now  some  seventy 
eight  years  old  he  still  had  virility  and  evidently  grace  and  wisdom. 

1693/4,  Feb’y  23.  Vol.  I,  p’227  T  V:  The  town  votes  to  make  a  distribution  of  the  West  Division  of 
lands  in  present  Newington  and  Rocky  Hill  and  on  Apl.  15,  1695  the  distribution  was  made  to  165  citizens 
of  Wethersfield.  Sergt.  John  Deming  and  John  Doming  the  drummer  are  both  participants  but  fohn 
Doming  Sen’r  is  missing.  On  this  account  some  writers  have  concluded  that  John  Deming  Sen’r  was  dead, 
notwithstanding  the  fact  that  his  will  was  not  filed  for  probate  till  1705.  The  three  following  Court  papers 
prove  conclusively,  however,  that  he  was  much  alive  after  1695. 

1696,  May  16.  Vol.  IV,  p  159  C  C:  Mr.  John  Deming  &  Sami  Talcot  Senr  sign  this  statement  concern¬ 
ing  the  lands  belonging  to  the  Worshipfull  Capt  John  Allyn:  “What  is  written  in  this  paper  6i  signed  bv 
my  sclfe  Mr.  Jno  Deming  and  Capt  Samll  Talcott  as  sd  Talcott  attests  is  as  far  as  1  can  know  or  remember 
a  thing  of  so  long  standing,  was  a  coppy  of  the  thirds  of  Capt.  Sam’l  Wells  his  lands  distributted  to  his 
wido  now  being  Col.  John  Allyn’s  wife.”  (Wells  had  died  in  1675  -  21  years  ago.) 

1696/7,  Mch.  4.  P  14S  Do:  “A  County  Court  at  Hartford.  Whereas  there  is  a  paper  presented  to  this 
Court  under  the  hands  of  Capt.  John  Chester,  Mr.  John  Deming  &  Mr.  Samuel  Talcott  wherein  is  entered 
one  third  part  of  all  the  reall  esta’  belonging  to  Capt.  Samuel  Welles  of  Weathersfield  deceased,  wch  land 
was  set  out  by  the  persons  above  named,  as  the  Relict’s  part  of  the  sd  estate  in  the  year  1691” 

1699,  Dec.  5.  Vol.  VI,  p  114  C  C:  “Whereas  Ebenczer  Deming  and  Bcnja  Churchill  of  Weathersfield 
were  formerly  appointed  to  distribute  the  Estate  of  John  Beckley  dec’d  the  court  do  now  Joyn  with  them 
Mr.  John  Deming  Senr  and  do  order  that  they  or  any  two  of  them  do  distribute  the  said  estate  according 
to  a  former  order.”  John  Beckley  was  son-in-law  of  John  Deming  Senr. 

1701,  Apl.  28.  Vol.  IV,  p  116  T  V:  In  the  Five  Mile  distribution  of  land  there  were  114  participants. 
The  two  John  Demings  drew’  as  follows.'  “Lot  No.  72  Mr.  John  Deming  Sen.  339  acres  \69}/2  rods.  Lot 
No.  110  Sergt.  John  Deming  183  acres  91  '4  rods.” 

1705,  Nov.  21.  Vol.  VII,  p  72  P  Ct,  Hartford:  “Samuell  Deming  of  Wethersfield,  exhibited  in  this 
Court,  the  last  will  &  Testament  of  his  Father  Mr.  John  Deming  Senr,  late  of  said  Wethersfield,  dec'd, 
whereof  he  the  said  Samuell  is  appointed  Sole  Executor,  which  trust  he  accepted  in  Court,  and  Zachary 
Sandford  one  of  the  witnesses  of  the  said  will  (the  other  witness  being  dead)  being  Sworn  in  the  Court  in 
manner  accustomed  the  said  Will  was  proved  and  by  this  Court  approved  &  allowed  and  ordered  to  be 
recorded  and  put  upon  file.”  There  is  no  inventory  of  the  estate  of  record. 

1828.  Vol.  II,  p  35  Savage:  The  author  reports  that  up  to  this  time  eight  Demings  had  been  graduated 
from  New  England  Colleges. 


CHILDREN 

(all  born  in  Wethersfield,  Ct.) 

1.  SERGT.  JOHN  b.  a  1638;  m.  Sept.  20,  1657,  Mary  Mygatt;  he  d.  Jan’y  23,  1711/12,  ae  74  shed.  Dec.  21,  8  ch 

1723,  te  86 

He  was  made  sergt.  on  June  1,  1665,  and  the  title  stayed  with  him  through  life.  He  was  a  knacker  like  his 
brother  David  and  his  father  also.  His  wife  was  of  Northampton.  Wethersfield  was  their  home  town. 

2.  SERGT.  JONATHAN  b.  a  1639;  m.  (1)  Nov.  21,  1660,  Sarah  Graves;  he  d.  Jan'y  S,  1699/1700,  ae  61  shed.  4  ch 

June  5,  1668 

He  m.  (2)  Dec.  25,  1673,  Elizabeth  Gilbert;  she  died  Sept.  3,  1714.  His  death  was  “very  suddenly”.  They  8  ch 
lived  in  Wethersfield,  his  inventory  being  £550-14-04. 

3.  HANNAH  b.  a  1643;  m.  bef.  Feb’y,  1670.  71,  John  Beckley;  she  d.  aft.  1701  he  d.  Apl.  8,  1696,  ae  54  5  ch 

She  was  living  in  1701  when  his  estate  was  finally  settled.  His  father  was  founder  of  Beckley  Quarter  and 
Great  Swamp  Settlement.  He  inherited  100  acres  with  house  already  built  thereon  for  him  in  Wethersfield. 
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4.  RACHAEL  b.  a  1644;  m.  Nov.  16,  1665,  Capt.  John  Morgan;  she  d.  he  d.  1712,  x  67  7  ch 

They  lived  in  New  London.  He  m.  (2)  Wid.  Elizabeth  Williams,  dau.  of  Lt.  Cov.  Wm.  Jones  of  New  Haven 
and  gd.  dau.  of  Gov.  Theophilus  Eaton,  by  whom  he  had  8  children,  in  all  15.  He  removed  to  Preston,  Ct.,  S  ch 
a  1692. 

5.  SAMUEL  b.  1646;  m.  Mch.  29,  1694,  Sarah  Kirby;  he  d.  Apl.  6.  1709,  x  63,  "near  out”  she  d.  5  ch 

He  inherited  the  homestead  and  was  executor  of  father’s  estate.  They  lived  in  Wethersfield,  his  estate  total¬ 
ing  £648-12-06.  His  wife  was  of  Middletown.  She  m.  (2)  Jonathan  Church.  One  writer  says  her  name  was 
Sarah  Buck. 

6.  MARY  b.  a  1648;  m.  Dec.  15,  1670,  Sergt.  John  Hurlburt;  she  d.  aft.  husband  he  d.  Aug.  30,  1690,  a:  4S  10  ch 

He  was  blacksmith  at  Wethersfield,  Killingworth  &  Middletown,  where  at  27  he  contracted  with  1st  settlers 
on  Oct.  25,  1669  to  locate  and  “do  the  Town's  work  of  smithing  for  seven  yrs.”  She  joined  Midd.  Church 
Sept.  5,  1675.  His  inv’y,  £374-15-06. 

7.  MERCY  b.  a  1651;  m.  (1)  Feb’y  8,  1673/4,  Joseph  Curtis;  she  d.  Dec.  17,  1714,  a;  a  63  he  d.  Dec.  31,  6  ch 

1683,  x  39 

They  were  of  Wethersfield  where  he  was  surveyor,  1681,  and  hay-warden,  1697.  His  inv’y,  £271-09-00. 

8.  DEA.  DAVID  b.  1652;  m.  Aug.  16,  1678,  Mary - (see  below) 

J  9.  SARAH  b.  a  1654;  m.  Samuel  Moody;  she  d.  Sept.  29,  1717,  a?  a  63  he  d.  Sept.  22,  1689  6  ch 

They  resided  in  Hadley,  Mass.  He  supp.  to  be  the  only  son  of  Deacon  John  of  Hartford. 

10.  EBENEZER  b.  a  1659;  m.  July  16,  1677,  Sarah  Crant;  he  d.  May  2,  1705,  a:  46  she  d.  aft.  husband  6  ch 
They  lived  in  Wethersfield  where  he  was  constable  1692.  She  was  from  Glastonbury.  Ct. 


DEA.  DAVID  DEMING 

MARY - 

b.  1652 

d.  Oct.  14,  1724,  a;  72 


b.  1652 

m.  Aug.  14,  1678 
d.  May  4,  1725 
x  73 


1652.  GSR:  Like  that  of  Mary  Deming’s  hus¬ 
band,  her  age  is  revealed  only  by  the  record  on  her 
tombstone  in  Boston.  We  believe  she  was,  like 
David,  her  husband,  a  child  of  one  of  the  earliest 
settlers  of  Wethersfield;  but  no  paper  has  been 
discovered  as  yet  with  positive  proof.  The  mar¬ 
riage  record  says  only  “David  Deming  and  his 
wife  Mary.”  We  are  personally  strongly  inclined 
to  the  opinion  that  she  was  the  daughter  of  Wil¬ 
liam  Belden  of  Wethersfield  whose  daughter  Mary 
was  born  Feb’y  2,  1652/3.  This  is  the  only  Mary 
in  the  Wethersfield  records  born  in  the  period 
1651-2-3  who  cannot  be  accounted  for  in  some 
other  way. 

1706/7,  Jan’y  15.  Vol.  VI,  p  178  M  H  C,  5th 
Ser:  There  is  a  great  storm  of  snow  in  Boston  so 
that  “not  one  of  our  Meeting  ventured  to  come  to 
our  House”  where  the  prayer  meeting  was  to  be 
(at  Judge  Sewell’s).  “However,”  adds  the  Judge, 
“Mrs.  Deming  and  her  daughter-in-law  (Hannah 
Green  Deming)  and  Mrs.  Salter  came  over;  waited 
till  six-a-clock  and  then  sung  the  2  last  staves  of 
the  16  Ps.,  eat  some  Bread  and  drank.  Gave  Mrs. 
Deming  one  of  Mr.  Higginson’s  Election  sermons; 


1652.  GSR:  Wethersfield,  Conn.,  had  been  in¬ 
habited  by  white  folks  only  about  fifteen  years 
when  David  Deming  was  born.  Laws  for  the  re¬ 
cording  of  vital  statistics  were  not  operating  in 
those  days,  hence  we  can  only  approximate  his 
birthday;  but  the  birth  year  is  made  positive  by 
the  age  recorded  on  his  tombstone  in  Boston. 

1668,  Feb’y  13.  Vol.  Ill,  p  72  C  C:  When  about 
sixteen  years  old  Richard  Treat  sen’r  refers  to 
David  in  his  will  in  this  way:  “  I  give  that  Money 
in  my  cousen  Samuel  Welles  his  hand  unto  my 
Cousin  David  Demon  son  of  John  Demon  Senr.” 
David  Deming  was  in  fact  Richard  Treat’s  grand¬ 
son  -  not  cousin;  but  in  those  days  cousin  was 
often  used  for  nephew,  neice  or  grandchild. 

1678,  Aug.  14.  Vol.  I,  p  21  L  R:  “David  Dem¬ 
ing  And  Mary  His  Wife  were  Maried  by  Cap1 
Sam"  Talcott  Augst  14th  1678.”  Both  were  born 
in  1652  and  therefore  were  of  mature  age  at  twenty 
six.  They  were  a  cultured  pair,  too,  as  shown  by 
their  interest  in  church  and  education,  fitting  one 
son  for  Harvard  and  the  ministry,  and  with  sub¬ 
stantial  quality  shown  in  the  other  children.  By 
trade  he  was  a  knacker,  or  rope-maker,  like  his 
father,  and  was  an  industious  worker  and  manager 
as  shown  by  the  estate.  There  is  no  doubt  but 
that  he  made  good  in  three  New-  England  towns  - 
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Daughter-in-Law,  Greek  Churches;  Mrs.  Salter, 
Greek  Churches.” 

1724,  Oct.  14.  GSR:  A  gravestone  in  the 
Granary  burying  ground  of  Boston  marks  her 
grave,  as  follows:  “  |  Here  Lyes  the  Body  of 
|  Mrs.  Mary  Demming  j  wife  To  Mr.  David 
Demming  |  Dec’d  Oct.  ye  14th  1724  |  aged  72 
Years.  |  ” 

It  is  a  remarkable  circumstance  that  these  two 
early  pilgrims  should  be  born  in  the  same  year  and 
then  live  to  old  age  and  die  within  six  months  of 
one  another.  In  their  last  days  they  reflected 
much  no  doubt  on  the  completion  of  the  first  cen¬ 
tury  of  New  England’s  Colonial  history;  and  con¬ 
templating  the  substantial  and  the  growing  worth 
of  their  children,  with  one  in  heaven,  they  must 
have  experienced  the  joys  of  the  just  which  grow 
brighter  and  brighter  unto  the  perfect  day. 


in  my  shop  &  my  booke  debts,  he  paying  those 


Wethersfield,  Conn.,  and  Cambridge  and  Boston, 
Massachusetts. 

1686/7,  Mch.  15.  Vol.  Ill,  p  238  L  R:  “The 
lands  of  David  Denting  which  he  purchased  of 
Mr.  John  Woodbridge  ....  one  peice  lying 
in  the  great  west  feild  containing  four  acres 
bounded  on  a  high  way  north.”  Below  this  is  re¬ 
corded  the  following. 

1690,  May  15.  Do:  John  Denting  Sen’r,  David’s 
father,  deeds  to  him  six  acres  of  land  in  the  Great 
West  Field,  with  a  house  and  barn  thereon;  also 
eight  acres  in  the  West  Field  or  West  Swamp,  and 
seven  acres  in  the  West  Swamp.  This  shows  that 
David  Deming  was  still  living  in  Wethersfield 
while  the  following  item  shows  that  his  father  ex¬ 
pected  him  to  be  his  successor  in  the  business  of  a 
knacker.  David  is  now  38. 

1690,  June  26.  David’s  father  says  in  his  will, 
“  I  give  to  my  son  David  all  my  materials  and  tools 
debts  I  owe  about  my  trade.” 


1692,  Feb’y  3.  His  father  had  in  will  given  his  tools  to  David,  but  by  codicil  on  this  date  he  gives  them 
to  David’s  brother  John  instead.  He  wills  also  to  David  £5  which  he  had  given  to  his  grandchild  Ann 
Beckley  “shee  having  miscarryed.”  It  is  probable  that  this  date  marks  approximately  David’s  departure 
for  Cambridge,  Mass. 

1693/4,  Mch.  12.  Vol.  I,  p  121  T  V  Cambridge:  “Att  a  Meeting  of  the  Inhabitants  orderly  warned, 
David  Demming,”  and  4  others,  “were  Chosen  for  Constables.” 


1698.  P  14  Deming  Gen  (1904):  As  resident  of  Cambridge,  Mass.,  David  Deming  gives  deed  to  his 
brother  Ebenezer  for  some  land  in  Wethersfield. 


1698/9,  Mch.  13.  Vol.  I,  p  129  TV:  In  Cambridge,  David  Deming  holds  the  office  of  fence-viewer  “for 
ye  Neck.” 

1699/1700,  Mch.  11.  P  13  Do:  David  Deming  is  chosen  a  tything  man.  At  the  same  meeting,  “on  the 
request  of  David  Deming  to  have  liberty  to  hang  a  Gate  Cross  the  way  yt  leads  to  ye  Wind  Mill  hill  at 
the  north  part  of  his  land  it  was  granted  he  should  have  the  liberty  for  ye  prscnt  year.”  He  owned  the 
Brattle  estate  extending  from  Brattle  Square  to  Ash  St.,  Cambridge.  At  this  time  there  were  in  the 
English-American  Colonies  a  total  of  only  262,000  inhabitants.  In  1776  Cambridge  had  a  population  of 
only  1,500  by  the  federal  census,  hence  in  1700,  which  year  is  distinguished  by  the  discovery  of  the 
Island  of  New  Britain  by  Dampler,  it  was  not  much  more  than  a  country  village.  Sometime  between  this 
date  and  the  next  he  had  moved  from  Cambridge  to  Boston. 

1705,  July  4.  Vol.  VI,  p  133  M  H  C,  5th  Ser:  Says  Judge  Samuel  Sewell  in  his  diary:  “  It  is  Comenc- 
ment  Day  (at  Harvard).  I  go  by  Water,  with  Neighbour  Deming,  Green,  Judd.  Sail’d  pleasantly  til! 
came  about  the  Capt’s  Island,  then  the  wind  and  Tide  being  against  us,  we  went  ashore  and  got  over  the 
Marsh  to  the  Upland;  and  so  Rode  and  comfortably  to  Town.” 

Judge  Samuel  Sewell  was  an  early  graduate  of  Cambridge  and  one  of  the  most  influential  men  of  the 
early  days.  His  diary  was  kept  for  many  years  earning  for  him  the  title  of  the  Pepys  of  Boston.  As  judge 
he  had  sat  in  judgment  upon  many  accused  of  witchcraft,  but  later  he  showed  his  greatness  by  standing 
up  in  the  Old  South  Meeting  House  one  Sunday  before  the  people  in  confession  of  his  sin  while  the  clerk 
read  his  own  condemnation  of  himself  in  thus  shedding  innocent  blood.  Hawthorne’s  “Grandfather's 
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Chair”  refers  to  Sewell’s  marriage  to  the  daughter  of  Robert  Hull,  mint-master  of  the  Colony,  telling 
how  Hull  gave  to  his  new  son-in-law,  as  the  daughter’s  dowry,  the  weight  of  the  young  lady  in  pine-tree 
shillings  which  he  had  coined. 

1705,  Oct.  16.  P  140  Do:  “Neighbor  Deming’s  house  (in  Boston)  is  Raised,”  remarks  the  Judge,  and 
he  adds  “Rainy  day.”  Removal  to  Boston  and  building  a  house  there  did  not  invalidate  his  rights  in 
Cambridge  apparently  for  we  find,  twenty  months  after  this  event,  the  following  record  of  land  divisions 
recorded. 

1707,  May  12.  Vol.  I,  p  223  P  R,  Cambridge:  “The  Propricto”  of  ye  Comon  Lands  in  Cambridge 
voted  to  be  Recorded  at  their  publick  meeting,  viz1  In  ye  Lower  Division,  2nd  Squadron:  The 
fifth  lot  to  David  Deming  five  Acres  and  halfe  &  twenty  Rods  Bounded  Easterly  w,h  Moses  Bordman, 
Westerly  wth  Amos  Marrett,  Northerly  &  Southerly  wth  high  Ways.” 

“  In  the  Upper  Division  the  first  Squadron  in  a  Neck  of  Land  on  y*  south  of  Dunback  Near  Willington’s: 
The  fifth  Lott  to  David  Deming  four  Acres  and  an  halfe  Bounded  Southerly  wth  John  Cooper,  Northerly 
wth  John  Bonner,  North  Easterly  with  high  Way,  &.  South  Westerly  wth  John  Bonner.” 

1707,  Nov.  P  13  Deming  Gen:  A  deed  of  this  date  records  the  selling  of  his  Cambridge  property.  In 
this  deed  he  is  called  a  “knacker.”  The  easterly  portion  of  the  estate  including  the  house  was  sold  to 
Rev.  Wm  Brattle  and  the  Westerly  portion  to  Andrew  Belcher. 

1712,  July  22.  Vol.  VI,  p  356  M  H  C,  5th  Ser:  “  I  set  out”  says  Judge  Sewall  “for  Natick.  At  Mill’s 
the  President  meets  us,  Fisher  conducts  us,  Mr.  Deming  in  Company.”  Sir  Charles  Hobby  and  Major 
Fitch  were  also  in  the  party.  On  July  26,  1714  “  Deming  and  Baker  dined  with  us,”  says  the  Judge. 

1712,  Aug.  18.  Vol.  XI,  p  171  Boston  Ser,  Ptd:  “At  a  meeting  of  the  Selectmen,  Liberty  is  granted  to 
Mesurs  David  Demming  &  Henry  Howel  to  break  up  the  ground  in  the  South  burying  place,  between 
Mr  Elias  Heaths  Toomb  &  the  fence  Next  to  the  Comon  for  the  makeing  a  Toomb  their  for  themselves  6l 
families.” 

1718/19,  Mch.  12.  Vol.  VII,  p  215  M  H  C,  5th  Ser:  Says  Judge  Sewell,  “Din’d  at  my  Son’s  with  Mr. 
Deming  and  Mr  Sparhawk.  Mr.  Deming  tells  me,  Mr.  Man  is  not  like  to  preach  again.  At  night  there 
was  great  Lightening  with  sharp  Thunder.  I  humbly  and  Thankfully  bless  God  that  we  saw  the  quick 
and  powerfull  Fire;  heard  the  Terrible  Voice,  and  yet  we  live!” 

1720/21,  Jan’y  18.  P  278  Do:  Deacon  Deming  of  the  South  Church  was  present  at  a  prayer  meeting 
at  Judge  Sewall’s  house.  Dr.  Cotton  Mather  was  the  preacher.  They  met  with  “the  Commissioners  to 
pray  for  God’s  Blessing  on  that  work.” 

1723/4,  Mch.  9.  Vol.  8,  p  182  T  V,  Boston  Ser:  “At  a  Publick  Town  Meeting”  David  Deming  was 
elected  with  John  Clough  as  Tythingmen  for  Company  No.  8.  The  town  seems  to  have  been  divided  into 
8  companies  with  two  tythingmen  over  each. 

1724,  Mch.  30.  Vol.  13,  p  124  Do:  “At  a  meeting  of  the  Select  men  Liberty  is  also  Granted  to  David 
Demming,  Henry  Howel  &  Hannah  Demming  to  build  One  Toomb  between  them  on  the  same  conditions 
No.  29.” 

1724/5,  Mch.  8,  Monday.  Vol.  8,  p  188  Do:  "At  a  meeting  of  the  Freeholders  David  Demmon  and 
John  Clough”  are  again  elected  Tything  men  over  Company  No.  8.  The  Tything  men  this  year  were 
relieved  of  the  “Obligation  to  Inform  against  all  Persons  Selling  drink  without  License,”  since  this  duty 
was  now  put  “into  the  hands  of  a  comitioner  of  Excise  Spesially  appointed  thereto.  ”  Hence  their  power 
was  “further  Inlarged  as  to  other  disorders  &  misdemeniars,  So  that  they  may  have  Equal  Power  with 
Constables  to  Suppress  Tumults  &  disorders,  &  to  arrest  &  Carry  before  the  next  Justice  of  the  Peace 
any  affrayers,  Prophaners,  Cursers,  Swarers,  &c.” 

1725,  April  3.  Vol.  24,  p  78  P  Ct,  Boston:  “  In  the  Name  of  God  Amen,  I  David  Deming  of  Boston 
in  New  England,  knacker,  being  sick  and  weak  in  Body,  but  of  Sound  Mind  and  Memory  Thanks  be  given 
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to  God,  and  calling  to  mind  the  uncertainty  of  Mans  life  Do  make  and  ordain  these  Presents  to  Contain 
my  last  Will  and  Testament  in  manner  and  form  following:  That  is  to  say  Principally  and  First,  I  Commit 
my  Soul  into  the  Hands  of  Almighty  God  hopeing  for  Pardon  and  remission  of  all  my  Sins  thro  the  alone 
Merits  Death  and  Passion  of  my  Lord  and  Savior  Jesus  Christ  and  to  Inherit  Eternal  life,  and  my  Body 
I  Commit  to  the  Earth  to  be  decently  Buried  at  the  Discretion  of  my  Executor  hereafter  named.  And  as 
touching  such  Temporal  Estate  it  hath  pleased  God  to  bestow  on  me  I  give  and  Dcspose  thereof  as  fob 
loweth:  First  I  Will  that  all  my  just  Debts  and  Funeral  Charges  be  paid  within  Convenient  time  after 
my  Decease. 

“Item  whereas  I  have  bestowed  on  my  loving  Son  David  Derning  at  Sundry  times  for  his  Education 
at  the  Colidge  and  Since  to  the  Value  or  Sum  of  About  one  Hundred  Pounds,  more  or  less,  as  will  appear 
by  my  Book,  which  said  Sum  I  Do  give  or  Discharge  him,  and  further  I  Do  give  and  bequeath  to  him  all 
my  Wearing  Apparrell  which  shall  be  in  full  of  all  his  part  or  Portion  of  all  my  Estate. 

“  Item  I  give  and  bequeath  to  each  of  the  three  Children  of  my  said  Son  David  Derning  namely  David, 
Mercy  and  Jonathan  the  Sum  of  Twenty  Pounds  Current  Money  or  in  Good  Bills  of  Credit  of  this  Province 
when  they  Shall  Severally  come  to  Age,  and  in  case  it  should  please  God  to  take  any  of  them  away  before 
they  shall  Severally  come  to  age  that  then  the  Survivours  of  them  to  Enjoy  his  or  their  Part  or  Portion 
aforesd. 

“Item  I  give  and  bequeath  unto  my  Daughter  Martha  Howell,  Wife  of  Henery  Howell  of  Boston  afore¬ 
said  Blacksmith,  in  full  of  her  Part  or  Portion  of  my  Estate  the  sum  of  one  Hundred  Pounds,  also  all  my 
Household  Stuff  and  moveables  in  my  House. 

“Item  I  give  and  bequeath  unto  my  Grand  Son  Joseph  Derning,  Son  of  Hannah  Doming  Widow,  and 
to  his  Heirs  and  assigns  forever  all  that  my  Dwelling  House  which  I  now  Dwell  in  fronting  to  Newburry 
Street  with  all  the  Yard  Garden  and  Premisses  thereunto  belonging  or  appertaining  (when  all  my  Debts 
and  Legacies  are  paid  or  Discharged).  But  in  case  my  sd  Grandson  Joseph  Derning  should  Dye  before 
he  comes  to  the  age  of  Twenty  one  years,  then  my  Will  is  that  his  Brother  John  Doming  to  have  and  enjoy 
the  aforesaid  House  and  Land  and  Premisses  to  him  and  his  Heirs  forever. 

“Item  I  give  and  bequeath  unto  Lydia  Hatherly  my  present  House  Keeper  the  Sum  of  five  Pounds. 

“Item  I  give  and  bequeath  to  my  Son  in  Law  Henery  Howell  and  to  his  Heirs  and  assigns  forever  all 
the  remainder  of  my  Estate  both  Real  and  Personal  of  what  kind  or  Quality  whatsoever  and  wheresoever 
it  shall  or  may  be  found  and  I  do  hereby  nominate  and  appoint  my  said  Son  in  Law  Henery  Howell  to 
be  my  Sole  Executor  of  this  my  last  Will  and  Testament. 

“In  Witness  whereof  I  have  hereunto  Set  my  hand  and  Seal  the  Twenty  third  Day  of  Aprill  Anno 
Domini  One  Thousand  Seven  Hundred  Twenty  five,  the  word  (each  of)  Interlined  before  the  Ensealing 
hereof. 

Signed,  Sealed,  Published,  Pronounced  and  Declared  David  Deming  and  a  Seal” 

by  the  sd  David  Deming  as  his  last  Will  and  Testament 

in  the  presence  of  the  Subscribers,  vizt:  Bartho"  Green, 

Barthow:  Sutton,  William  Young.” 

1725,  May  31.  P  79  Do:  Executor  and  witnesses  above  declare  that  they  saw  the  deceased  sign  the  will 
and  that  he  was  of  “sound  and  Disposeing  mind  and  memory.” 

1725,  May  4.  Vol.  VII,  p  354  M  H  C,  5th  Ser:  Judge  Sewall  visits  his  “dying  neighbour  Deming  who 
knew  me  and  call’d  me  by  my  name,  with  much  adoe.  ” 

1725,  May  4.  GSR:  The  same  day,  he  dies  at  home  in  Boston.  A  gravestone  in  the  Granary  Burying 
ground  in  the  heart  of  Boston,  marks  the  grave  in  the  following  manner:  [  “Here  Lyes  the  Body  of  | 
Mr.  David  Demming  |  Dec’d  May  ye  4th,  |  1725  |  Aged  73  years”  | 

1725,  May  21.  Vol.  24,  p  78  P  Ct:  “Will  was  Proved  Approved  and  Allowed”  and  son-in-law  Henery 
Howell  is  confirmed  as  Executor,  and  “ordered  to  submit  an  Inventory  of  the  Estate  before  the  twenty 
first  of  August  next  Ensuing.  ” 
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1725,  June  2.  P  108  Do:  “  Inventory  of  the  Estate  of  David  Doming  late  of  Boston  Deceased  Taken 
June  2,  1725:” 

Sundry  Items,  including  feather  bed  and  boulster,  one  Old  Ditto,  Pillow,  straw  bed,  old  Ditto, 
wool,  beds  and  bedsteads,  Suit  of  Curtains  &  Vallcns,  Rug,  Counterp,  Coverlids,  Curtain  Rods, 

Chest  of  Draws,  Coal  Tables,  Sword  &  Gun,  Barrells,  Pewter,  Driping  Pan,  Close  Stool  &  pan. 

Tack  spit  &  weights,  pr  Dogs,  fire  Shovel  &  Tongs,  Tramil,  frying  pan,  Box  Iron  &  Heater,  Warm¬ 
ing  pan,  skillets,  Ladles,  Lignum  Vitae  Mortor,  Looking  Glass,  leather  Chairs,  ordinary  Do, 

Tables,  Pot,  Kettle,  Kneading  trough,  Leather  in  the  Shop,  Sundries  in  the  Shop,  Vice,  Tools,  15 
Seal  skins,  17  Sheep  Skins,  hooks  &  Crank,  nails,  Buckles,  Rings,  bit,  Cart  Sadie,  18  Cart-Sadle- 
Trees,  tow  Cloth,  Leather  in  the  Cellar,  Crooks  in  the  Seller,  Lumber  in  the  Cellar,  Soap,  Steel¬ 


yards,  Silver  Spoons,  Glass  Bottles,  &c  .........  £170-07-00 

‘‘Benja  Demings  Time  £24,  The  Indian  Boy  £60  ........  84-00-00 

Bills  of  Credit  left . 20-10-00 

Sold  out  of  the  Shop  before  Appraisment  ..........  20-12-03 

1  Load  Straw  ...............  1-3-0 

The  Dwelling  House  &  Land  ............  650-00-  0 


Daniel  Powning  Total  £846-12-  3” 

Caleb  Eddy 
Benja  Simpson 


1725,  June  16.  Do:  “Henry  Howell  Executor  Exhibited  the  within  written  and  made  Oath  that  it  is 
a  true  full  and  perfect  Inventory  of  the  Estate  of  David  Dcming  deceased,  so  far  as  has  come  to  his 
knowledge;  and  that  if  more  hereafter  appear  he  will  cause  it  to  be  added. 

Appraiser  formerly  Sworn.  Samuel  Sewall.” 

1729,  Apl.  25.  Vol.  13,  p  184  Boston  Scr:  “A  List  of  the  Toombs  in  the  South  Burying  place  on  the 
South  line  &  Numbred  viz1.”  Here  follow  a  list  of  67  names,  Mr  David  Deming  being  N°  29. 

CHILDREN 

(first  three  born  at  Wethersfield;  fourth  child  born  probably  at  Cambridge) 

1.  REV.  DAVID  b.  July  20,  1681;  m.  Nov.  18,  1708,  Mercy  Bridgham  (see  below) 

2.  SAMUEL  b.  Aug.  9,  1683;  m.  Sept.  28,  1704,  Hannah  Green;  he  d.  Apl.  22,  1722,  ae  38  she  d.  Sept.  4,  1742, 

a:  66 

They  were  residents  of  Boston  and  members  of  Old  South  Church.  He  was  a  tything  man;  also  "clerk  of  ye 
market”.  Because  he  died  of  the  “Smal  Pox”  the  Selectmen  ordered  the  burial  same  night,  "between  10:00  & 

1 1 :00  pm  night.” 

3.  HONOR  b.  May  9,  1685;  she  d.  May  13,  1713,  ae  28  unmarried 

4.  MARTHA  b. - ;  m.  Dec.  15,  1709,  Henry  Howell 

They  were  residents  of  Boston;  he  being  a  blacksmith. 


REV.  DAVID  DEMING 

MERCY  BRIDGHAM 
b.  Sept.  12,  1675 
d.  Dec.,  1760,  x  85 


b.  July  20,  1681 

m.  Nov.  18,  1708 
d.  Feb’y  10,  1745/6 
ae  65 


1675,  Sept.  12.  Vol.  IX,  p  136  B  M  D,  Boston 
Ser:  “Mercy  of  Jonathan  Bridgham  born  12  day, 
7  mo  1675.”  Being  the  daughter  of  Boston’s  rich¬ 
est  tanner  it  would  be  true  to  say  “she  was  born 
with  a  silver  spoon  in  her  mouth.” 

1688/9,  Mch.  13.  Vol.  XI,  p  129  P  Ct,  Boston: 


1681,  July  20.  Vol.  I,  p  21V  R:  “David  theson 
of  David  Deming  and  Mary  his  wife  was  borne 
July  20:  1681.”  Such  is  the  natal  day  entry  as 
recorded  at  Wethersfield,  Conn.  Here  David  lived 
until  he  was  about  fifteen  years  old  when  he  went 
with  his  parents  to  Cambridge,  Massachusetts. 
Was  the  move  of  the  parents  influenced  by  the 
desire  to  give  David  a  college  education?  In  any 
case  the  environment  of  Harvard  College  was 
conducive  to  such  and  he  was  entered  and  in  due 
time  graduated. 
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When  Mercy  was  fourteen  years  old,  her  father 
Jonathan  Bridgham,  in  his  will,  remembers  her  in 
these  words:  “Item  I  give  &  bequeath  my  Little 
negro  boy  named  Conando  unto  my  daughter 
Mercy  Bridgham;  my  negro  man  named  Toby 
unto  my  son  James  Bridgham.”  He  gave  also 
his  negro  woman  named  Pellifoot  to  his  wife  “for 
her  own  free  dispose.”  All  the  residue  is  to  be 
divided  equally  among  these  five  children,  viz., 
Mercy,  James,  Samuell,  Elizabeth  and  Mary 
Bridgham.  In  her  portion,  says  the  Deming  Gen¬ 
ealogy,  was  a  township  within  a  half  day’s  ride  of 
Boston  which  netted  her  £1500.  Her  grand¬ 
daughter,  Elizabeth  Deming  Marvin,  left  the  fol¬ 
lowing  memorial  of  her  and  her  husband:  “He 
was  a  tall,  handsome  man;  his  wife  was  a  few 
years  his  senior,  and  wasn’t  bigger  than  a  pint  cup, 
but  as  complete  a  lady  as  you  ever  set  your  eyes 
on.  She  had  been  brought  up  very  delicately  in 
Boston,  and  though  she  resided  not  more  than 
forty  rods  from  her  school  had  a  negro  to  draw’  her 
there  and  back  in  a  hand  coach.”  [Reminiscences 
of  Mrs.  Elizabeth  (Deming)  Marvin  (19  .  iii)  a 
short  time  before  her  death  in  1839  at  age  92.] 

1745/6,  Jan’y  7.  Mercy’s  husband  in  his  will 
appoints  “my  well  beloved  wife  Mercy,  and  my 
only  son  David,  my  soul  executors,”  and  he  gives 
her  “all  my  Household  Goods  and  stuff  of  whatso¬ 
ever  Sort  or  Name,”  and  “one  equal  half  of  my 
House  and  sellar  so  long  as  she  remains  my 
widdow,”  &c.  Only  ten  days  later  Rev.  David 
Deming  passes  to  his  reward. 

1760,  December.  P  271  Champion  Gen  (1891): 
Mercy  Bridgham  Deming  lived  for  tv’enty  years 
longer  than  her  husband  -  six  years  before  him  and 
fourteen  years  after  him.  She  was  “no  bigger  than 
a  pint  cup”  but  a  “complete  lady,”  and  is  one  of 
the  very  few  of  her  generation  of  whom  such  a 
delightful  little  piece  of  personal  recollection  has 
stood  the  rust  of  time  and  come  down  to  us.  She 
attained  the  unusual  age  of  eighty  five  years  and 
died  presumably  in  Lyme  at  the  homestead  shared 
with  her  son  David. 


Judge  for  he  had  not  denied  him  a  copy,  but 


1700,  July.  P  271  Champion  Gen  (1891):  At 
age  19  David  graduated  from  Harvard  College, 
“a  tall  handsome  man,”  as  his  grandaughter 
Elizabeth  Deming  Marvin  reported.  There  were 
just  fifteen  men  in  the  class  we  are  informed  by 
the  University.  A  picture  of  the  sordid  world  of 
his  day,  to  whom  he  was  to  bring  the  good  tidings, 
is  found  in  an  old  pious  Scotch  book  of  1699  which 
says  that  “personal  religious  characteristics  are 
scarcely  discernable  any  more.”  The  Sunday 
School  Times  quotes  this  as  show-ing  the  futility 
of  searching  for  “good  old  times  that  are  better 
than  these.”  After  these  seventeen  centuries  Van 
Lennep’s  &  Schauffler’s  “Growth  of  Christianity” 
estimates  the  number  of  Christians  in  the  w’orld 
at  not  more  than  155,000,000,  which  as  a  whole 
does  not  speak  well  for  the  Christian  leadership  of 
the  past  centuries.  Missions  to  the  heathen  in  the 
modern  sense  had  not  yet  begun. 

1704/5,  Mch.  9.  P  23  Middletow'n  Upper 
Houses  (1908):  “Arrangements  w’ere  made  March 
9,  1704,  5,  with  Rev.  David  Deming  of  Wethers¬ 
field,  who  came  and  occupied  the  property  which 
was  the  original  Robert  Webster  home  lot  which 
the  heirs  had  sold  on  Feb’y  4,  1704/5  to  the  town 
of  Middletow’n.  Capt  John  Warner’s  account  book 
shows  that  he  paid  in  1707-1708-1709  a  ‘rate  for 
Mr  Deming.’  He  remained  here  from  the  time  the 
Society  was  incorporated  (May,  1703)  probably 
holding  services  in  the  schoolhouse.  He  remained 
till  1710  when  the  Rev.  Joseph  Smith  came.” 
David’s  autograph  is  shown  on  same  page.  Mid¬ 
dletown  “Upper  Houses”  were  the  North  Society 
or  present  Cromwell,  where  it  is  seen  that  he  la¬ 
bored  for  at  least  eight  years  as  its  first  minister. 

1705/6,  Feb’y  27.  Vol.  VI,  p  155  M  H  C,  5th 
Ser:  It  appears  that  David  is  now  on  a  visit  to  his 
parents  in  Boston  for  his  father  sends  him  to  Judge 
Sewell  for  a  copy  of  a  land  agreement  made  by 
David  Sen’r  with  a  neighbor.  Father  David  had 
first  tried  to  get  the  original  and  had  become  sore 
at  the  Judge  for  not  letting  him  borrow  it,  having 
said  as  he  left:  “I  have  desired  a  Copy,  offered 
Money  and  am  Deny’d.”  This  language  upset  the 
the  original. 


1707/8,  Feb’y  21.  Vol.  VIII,  p  135  P  Ct,  Hartford:  David  Deming  and  Margaret  Sage  are  witnesses 
to  the  will  of  Elizabeth  Hall  Sen’r,  of  Middletown,  Conn.  By  this  time  no  doubt  David  is  betrothed  to 
the  maiden  in  Boston  who,  later  in  the  year,  is  to  become  his  wife. 
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1708,  Nov.  18.  Vol.  XXVIII,  p  18  B  M  D,  Boston  Ser:  It  was  no  doubt  a  stirring  day  in  Boston  when 
the  handsome  young  minister  comes  to  take  one  of  its  richest  maidens,  Mercy  Bridgham,  for  his  bride. 
The  wedding  knot  was  tied,  says  the  marriage  record,  by  Mr.  Benjamin  Wadsworth.  This  is  also  recorded 
in  Vol.  II,  p  18  B  M  D  at  Middletown:  “Mr.  David  Doming  of  Middletown  &  Miss  Marcy  Bridgeum  of 
Boston  were  joined  in  Marriage  covenant  Nov.  18,  1708.  David,  son  to  the  abovesaids  was  born  Aug.  24, 
1709.” 

1709/10,  Jan’y  30.  Vol.  II,  p  315  L  R,  Middletown,  Ct:  “Know  ye  that  I  Samuell  Hall  of  Middletown 
for  the  sum  of  fifty  shillings  ....  well  and  truely  paid  by  David  Denting  Jun’r  of  Middletown  .  .  .  . 
do  sell  unto  him  ....  one  mesiuage  or  tract  of  land  in  Middletown  ....  containing  five  and 
twenty  rod  of  ground  and  something  better  .  .  .  .  E  upon  Samuell  Frary,  N  upon  the  said  David 
Deming’s  lott  and  W  upon  the  highway  and  S  upon  the  sd  Samuell  Hall’s  land.”  This  is  the  only  land  in  his 
title  standing  on  the  books  at  Middletown.  It  is  evident  that  even  as  late  as  this,  he  was  contemplating 
settling  in  Middletown,  and  was  enlarging  his  premises;  but  something  happened  to  change  his  mind  as 
shown  by  the  vote  in  third  item  following.  As  appears  in  next  item  he  was  still  in  Middletown  in  the 
Spring  of  1711  and  within  the  year  probably  he  returned  to  Massachusetts. 

1711,  Mch.  6.  Vol.  VIII,  p  253  P  Ct,  Hartford:  Thomas  Ranney  of  Middletown  makes  Mr.  David 
Doming  overseer,  with  son-in-law  John  Savage,  of  his  estate  of  £758-19-00.  Thinking  of  wills,  a  bequest 
of  £100  made  this  year  to  the  vestry  of  Christ’s  Church  in  Middlesex,  Conn.,  shows  again  the  state  of 
these  “good  old  times”.  It  provided  that  the  interest  should  be  paid  to  the  minister  for  preaching  four 
sermons  each  year  against  the  “four  reigning  vices”,  viz:  “Atheism  and  irreligion;  swearing,  cursing; 
fornication  and  adultery;  and  drunkeness.”  It  is  related  that  one  Rector  a  little  later  held  this  living  for 
“8  years  and  was  notoriously  guilty  of  all  four  and  while  dying  of  delerium  his  last  words  were  hollors  to 
the  hounds.” 

1712,  Oct.  29.  Vol.  V,  p  40  Dedham  Hist  Reg:  It  is  evident  that  David  moved  back  to  the  vicinity  of 
Boston,  after  leaving  Middletown,  and  for  a  time  was  the  pastor  of  the  church  of  Needham,  for  at  a  meet¬ 
ing  of  the  inhabitants  of  that  town  Mch.  10,  1711/12,  it  was  voted  to  “retain  the  services  of  Rev.  Mr. 
Oakes  to  preach  ye  Gospell  if  we  can  retain  ye  house  of  Robert  Fuller  to  meet  in  upon  ye  Lord’s  day  for 
a  year,”  and  on  Oct.  29,  1712,  it  was  “Voted  yt  ye  Town  should  give  Robart  Fuller  12  pence  a  weeke  for 
his  House  Rent  a  year,  and  roome  in  his  Barn  for  to  lay  hay  for  to  keep  the  reuvet  Mr.  Deming’s  Cattell 
and  that  Robart  Fuller  should  provide  a  convenient  studdy  for  Mr.  Deming  in  Casse  that  Robart  Fuller 
should  want  his  littell  roome  in  ye  spring  of  ye  year.” 

1712/13,  Jan’y  13.  P  29  Middletown  Upper  Houses:  “Whereas  at  a  town  meeting  Mch.  22,  1708/9 
the  town  by  voat  Granted  to  Mr.  David  Deming  about  20  acres  of  land  provided  he  settled  there  wth 
our  neighbors  on  the  north  side  rivulet  in  the  work  of  the  ministry  but  Mr.  Deming  failing  ....  the 
town  by  voat  grant  the  same  privilidge  or  quantity  of  land  to  Mr.  Joseph  Smith  upon  the  same  terms.” 

1714,  Oct.  7.  P  98  Medway,  Mass.  Hist  (1886):  The  inhabitants  of  this  new  town  had  resolved  that 
they  would  start  a  church  and  the  first  service  of  public  worship  was  held  on  this  October  day  in  the  house 
of  Peter  Adams.  It  was  conducted  by  the  Rev.  David  Deming,  who  continued  to  preach  to  the  little  con¬ 
gregation  in  Peter  Adams’  house  for  several  months.  The  question  of  pay  came  up  in  due  time  with  the 
result  and  receipt  given  by  the  minister  in  April  below: 

1714/15,  Jan’y  31.  Page  99  Do:  At  a  town  meeting  of  the  inhabitants  of  Medway  “it  was  proposed 
whether  the  town  was  ready  to  bring  in  their  votes  for  a  minister  to  settle  amongst  us.  The  votes  were 
given  in  and  sorted,  and  Rev.  David  Deming  was  chosen  to  settle  amongst  us  to  carry  on  the  work  of  the 
ministry.” 

1715,  April  11.  P  98  Do:  “Medway,  at  the  house  of  Joseph  Daniel,  Sen.  Then  and  there  Received  the 
Sum  of  26  pounds  of  money  of  the  Select  Men  and  Committee  for  preaching  to  the  Town,  which  is  in  full 
discharge  from  the  seventh  of  October  in  the  Year  1714  to  the  ninth  day  of  April  in  the  year  1715.  I  say 
received  by  me,  David  Deming.” 
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The  new  New  England  towns  were  generally  generous  to  their  ministers  in  the  way  of  grants  of  land 
while  sometimes  land  grants  were  made  as  one  of  the  conditions  of  settlement.  These  which  follow  to 
Mr.  Doming  were  given  at  this  early  day,  before  he  accepted  their  call,  as  an  inducement  for  him  to 

accept. 

1715,  April  20.  P  101  Do:  “At  a  meeting  of  the  Proprietors  of  common  undivided  lands  within  the 
towns  of  Med  field  and  Medway,  held  at  the  meeting-house  in  Medway  upon  April  20,  1715:  Granted  to 
Revd  Mr.  David  Deming,  to  him,  his  heirs  and  assignees  forever,  twenty  eight  acres  of  land  lying  within  the 
town  of  Medway,  south-ward  of  Bare  Hills,  near  the  wood  lots  where  their  select  men  have  marked  out 
so  much,  being  part  swamp  and  part  upland,  bounded  northward  by  wood  land,  and  by  common  land 
on  all  other  parts  provided  he  settle  himself  in  Medway  and  continue  with  them  as  their  settled  minister. 
Also,  “Granted  to  the  Rev.  Mr.  David  Deming  a  small  parcel  of  land  upon  Bare  Hill,  near  the  burying 
place  for  to  build  on  not  exceeding  two  acres.”  At  this  same  meeting  also  was  “Granted  To  the  use  of  the 
ministry  in  Medway  forever  twenty  acres  of  land  in  Medway  at  a  place  called  black  island  being  part 
swamp  and  part  upland.” 

1715,  Sept.  12.  P  99  Do:  "Assembled  the  inhabitants  of  Medway  at  the  Meeting  House  to  hear  Mr. 
David  Deming’s  answer.  William  Allin  was  chosen  for  Moderator  to  make  proposals  to  the  Town.  And 
there  was  proposed  to  the  town  whether  they  would  give  Mr.  David  Deming  sixty  pounds  for  his  salary. 
And  then  and  there  was  by  vote  of  the  town  granted  sixty  pounds  for  this  yearly  salary,  and  upon  the 
same  day  Mr.  Deming  accepted  what  yc  Town  voted  for  him.” 

1715,  Oct.  24.  P  99  Do:  “Assembled  the  inhabitants  of  Medway  at  the  Meeting  House  to  conclude 
upon  the  Ordaining  of  Rev.  Mr.  David  Deming.  Then  was  voted  to  ordain  Mr.  Deming  on  the  third 
Wednesday  in  November.”  Accordingly,  Mr.  David  Deming  was  ordained  and  installed,  November  20, 
1715,  the  first  Pastor  of  Medway.  For  eight  years  he  continued  steadfastly  in  the  work  and  then  resigned 
to  the  great  regret  of  the  people. 

1722,  Sep.  13.  P  101  Do:  “  In  answer  to  the  Rev.  Mr.  Deming’s  request  that  yc  Town  would  give  him  a 
total  dismission  from  his  ministerial  office,”  the  selectmen  ordered  a  town-meeting  “to  attend  that  busi¬ 
ness  at  yc  Meeting  house  on  ye  24'h  of  the  above  said  month  at  one  o’clock  afternoon.”  Accordingly  the 
inhabitants  of  the  town  assembled.  Edward  Clark  was  chosen  moderator  and  “yc  Rev.  Mr.  Deming  re¬ 
newed  his  request  by  writing  to  ye  town.”  After  a  vain  attempt  to  adjourn  and  a  lengthy  debate  upon  the 
subject,  “Then  both  Church  and  Town  as  a  Town  manifested  their  willingness  by  a  vote  to  give  Mr. 
Deming  his  request,  which  did  appear  in  the  meeting  he  had  been  asking  for  more  than  for  six  weeks  past 

at  several  times,  and  dismiss  Mr.  Deming  from  his  ministerial  service  amongst  us.”  ....  “The  select 

men  the  same  day  by  ye  desire  of  the  Town  acquainted  Mr.  Deming  that  they  had  answered  his  request. 
He  accepted  and  manifested  his  thanks  to  them  for  the  Same.” 

1722,  Oct.  16.  P  101  Do:  “The  Church  of  Medway  dismissed  Mr.  Deming  from  his  pastoral  office 
over  them  by  the  advice  of  Council  from  the  neighboring  Churches.”  The  balance  of  Mr.  Deming’s 
salary  was  receipted  for  as  follows:  “Received  of  Edward  Clark,  Town  Treasurer,  the  sum  of  thirty  two 
pounds  six  shillings  and  a  penny  in  full  which  was  my  due  from  the  Town  for  carrying  on  the  work  of  the 
Ministry  in  ye  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  twenty  two.  I  say  received  by  me  this  29th  January, 
1723.  David  Deming.” 

Thus  closed  the  first  pastorate  in  Medway.  A  reason  for  his  leaving  Medway  is  given  by  the  Deming 
Genealogy.  It  says  that  “David’s  wife  disliked  to  live  near  Boston,  probably  through  mortified  pride”  - 
a  weighty  reason  surely!  Upon  leaving  Medway  the  family  next  settled  in  North  Lyme,  Conn.,  and  active 
pastoral  days  came  to  a  close.  Here  they  lived  together  for  24  years  or  until  David  died. 

The  60-acre  farm  which  he  bought  in  Lyme  and  for  which  he  paid  £550  is  described  in  the  deed  which 
follows.  The  price  indicates  a  highly  developed,  even  rich,  property  and  reflects  probably  his  wife’s  ability 
to  buy  as  well  as  his  own.  It  is  not  probable  that  he  turned  to  farming  in  this  move,  though  doubtless  he 
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did  keep  the  farm  productive  through  such  hired  help  as  was  necessary.  He  is  called  “clerk”  in  one  or 
more  deeds  and  the  inventory  shows  the  marks  of  a  gentleman,  with  its  more  than  £50  worth  of  books, 
rather  than  a  farmer.  No  doubt  he  supplied  the  pulpits  of  all  that  region  on  call  and  probably  at  home  his 
learning  and  ministry  were  in  frequent  demand.  In  1726,  when  the  deed  to  this  Lyme  farm  was  delivered, 
son  David  was  seventeen  years  old.  He  was  not  brought  up  to  learning,  like  his  father,  but  turned  to 
farming.  By  1730  he  had  his  ear  mark  registered  and,  at  21,  was  probably  beginning  to  manage  the  farm 
operations. 

1725,  May  25.  This  is  the  date  of  probate  of  his  father’s  will,  in  which  David  is  remembered  in  these 
words:  “Whereas  1  have  bestowed  on  my  loving  Son  David  Deming  at  Sundry  times  for  his  Education 
at  the  Colidge  and  Since  to  the  Value  or  Sum  of  About  one  Hundred  Pounds,  as  will  appear  by  my  Book, 
which  said  sum  I  Do  give  or  Discharge  him,  and  further  I  Do  give  and  bequeath  to  him  all  my  Wearing 
Apparrell  which  shall  be  in  full  of  all  his  part  or  Portion  of  all  my  Estate.”  In  addition  the  three  children 
of  David  are  willed  £20  apiece,  “when  They  Shall  Severally  come  to  Age.” 

1726,  Nov.  24.  Vol.  4,  p  226  L  R,  Lyme:  “A  deed  of  Sale  from  Joshua  Tucker  to  Mr.  David  Deming: 
To  all  Christian  people  to  whome  these  Presents  shall  come  Know  ye,  that  I  Joshua  Tucker  of  the  Town 
of  Lyme  and  County  of  New  London  &  in  his  majesties  Colony  of  Connecticut  in  New  England,  Planter 
or  husbandman,  for  and  in  Consideration  of  the  full  and  just  sum  of  five  hundred  and  fifty  pounds  passable 
or  current  Bills  of  credit  of  New  England,  to  me  in  hand  before  the  ensealing  hereof  well  and  truely  paid 
by  David  Deming  of  the  above  mentioned  town  of  Lyme:  and  in  the  aforesd  County  and  Coloney,  Clerk, 

Do  freely  ....  sell  ....  to  said  David  Deming  ....  a  certain  tenement  or  Tract  of 
Land  situate,  Lying  and  being  in  the  town  of  Lyme  ....  all  that  my  Dwelling  house  and  Barn  upon 
it  with  all  the  priviledges  ....  that  is  to  say:  House  Barn  or  orchard  fence  or  fences  or  partition 
fences  stones  or  timber  standing  or  lying:  meadow,  spring  or  springs,  with  all  and  singular  ....  con¬ 
taining  sixty  acres  of  Land  ....  bounded  westerly  upon  the  highway,  northernly  upon  the  Land  of 
Joseph  Peck,  and  upon  the  Common  Land,  Easterly  upon  the  Common  Land,  Southcrnly  and  westerly 
upon  the  lands  that  was  formerly  Beltishazzer  DeWolfs,  late  of  Lyme  deceased,  and  also  five  acres  of 
marsh  or  meadow  ....  Lying  on  the  Lieutanants  River  .... 

“In  witness  whereof  I  the  sd  Joshua  Tucker  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  seal  this  twenty  fourth 
day  of  november  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  &  twenty  six  and  in  the  thirteenth 
year  of  the  Reign  of  our  soveraign  Lord  George  King  of  England  &c: 

Witness:  Daniel  Starlin  Joshua  Tucker  &  a  seal.” 

Samuell  Peck 

1728,  May  18.  Vol.  I,  p  21  L  R,  Lyme:  “Mr.  David  Deming  his  ear  mark  for  his  Creatures  is  a  Crop 
on  the  ear  and  one  half  peny  on  ye  under  side  of  the  same  ear  <3d  one  half  peny  on  the  fore  side  of  ye  near 
ear  &  a  slit  in  ye  end  of  ye  off  ear  this  18  May  1728.” 

1728,  May  29.  Vol.  4,  p  297  L  R,  Lyme:  “A  deed  of  Mortgage  from  Mr.  David  Deming  to  Joshua 
Tucker:  This  Indenture  made  this  Twenty  ninth  Day  of  May  ano  Domini  1728  :  betwene  Mr.  David 
Deming  of  Lyme  in  ye  County  of  New  London,  Clerk,  on  ye  one  part  and  Joshua  Tucker  of  Lyme  aforesd 
&  County  aforsd  :  yeman,  on  ye  other  part,  witnesseth  that  I  the  said  David  Deming  for  divers  good 
causes  &  considerations  me  There  unto  moveing  have  given  ....  one  Tract  of  Land  ....  in 

Lyme  ....  containing  by  estimation  30  acres . Runing  over  a  Rocky  Hill  adjoyning  upon 

ye  Lands  of  the  above  s’d  David  Deming  To  Have  &  to  Hold  ....  the  full  and  just  sume  of  eighty 
pounds  in  good  &  Lawful  money  of  New  England  at  or  before  the  twenty  ninth  Day  of  august  next  .  .  . 
Dated  in  the  month  the  day  and  year  above  written. 

Witness:  Peter  person  David  Deming” 

Samuell  Marvin 

1728,  July  3.  P  297  Do:  Joshua  Tucker  gives  q.  c.  deed  to  Reverd  Mr.  David  Deming  on  the  above 
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30  acres  as  “  I  doe  acknowledge  that  I  have  Rec’d  of  ye  said  David  Denting  ye  sume  of  eighty  pounds  in 
money  it  being  in  full  for  all  demands  of  sd  David  Denting.” 

Witness:  Samuell  Marvin 

Nath"  Clark  Junor 

1737,  June  27.  Vol.  6,  p  154  L  R,  Lyme:  “A  Deed  from  Mr.  Doming  to  his  son  David:  To  all  people  to 
whom  these  Presents  shall  conte  I  David  Denting  of  Lyme  ....  send  Greeting  &c  and  know  ye  that 
I  ye  sd  David  Denting  fer  Divers  gcod  and  Lawfull  Causes  and  considerations  me  thereunto  moveing 
more  especially  out  of  that  Natural  Love  and  affection  that  I  have  and  do  bear  unto  nty  Son  David 
Denting  Junr  of  Lynte  aforsd  and  also  for  ye  consideration  of  one  Hundred  pounds  current  money  to  me 
Secured  to  be  priced  by  my  sd  son  David  Denting  by  a  bond  under  ye  hand  of  ye  said  David  Denting 
Juner  bearing  even  date  with  These  Presents,  Have  given  ....  a  Tract  of  land  in  Lyme  Containing 
by  Estimation  about  Thirty  Seven  acres;  by  Estimation  about  ye  one  half  part  of  my  home  lot  or  farm 
and  in  the  North  side  or  North  half  of  sd  farm  ....  in  Confirmation  hereof  1  hereunto  set  my  hand 
and  Seal  in  Lyme  the  27lh  Day  of  June  Amioque  Domi  :  1737. 

Witnesses:  Richard  Lord  David  Deming” 

Sam"  Ely 

1745/6,  Jan’ry  27.  Vol.  E,  p  282  (1742-49)  P  Ct,  New  London:  “In  the  Name  of  God  Amen.  The 
Last  Will  &  testament  of  the  Revd  Mr.  David  Deming  Made  &  executed  this  27  Day  of  Janrv  A  D  1745/6 
I  David  Deming  of  Lyme  in  the  County  of  New  London  and  Colony  of  Connecticutt,  being  by  the  holy 
hand  of  God  under  bodily  indisposition  but  to  the  Goodness  of  God  of  perfect  Mind  and  Memory,  and 
Considering  that  tis  appointed  to  all  men  once  to  die  Do  make  ordain  and  Constitute  this  my  Last  Will 
and  Testament. 

“And  first  I  bequeath  my  body  to  the  Earth  from  whence  it  was  taken  to  be  Decently  interred  At  the 
Discretion  of  my  Executors  to  be  hereafter  named,  and  my  Soul  1  Commit  into  the  hands  of  God  that 
Gave  it  to  me,  and  this  in  the  belief  of  the  Resurection  of  this  body  to  a  Glorious  Immortality  thro  the 
merit  &  Righteousness  of  a  Glorious  Redeemer  in  whome  I  trust.  And  as  touching  the  temporal  Estate 
God  hath  blessed  me  with  I  V/ill  and  Dispose  of  the  same  in  manner  following  Ordering  first  of  all  that 
my  Debts  and  funeral  Charges  be  paid  out  of  my  movable  Estate,  and  thus  for  my  Remaining  Estate 
my  Will  is: 

“Imprim3.  I  Give  and  bequeath  unto  my  Dear  and  well  beloved  wife  Mercy  all  my  Household  Goods 
and  stuff  of  whatsoever  Sort  or  Name  for  her  improvement  and  benefit  &  use  so  long  as  she  shall  remain 
my  widow,  and  the  whole  use  and  improvement  of  the  one  Equal  half  of  my  House  and  sellar  so  long  as 
she  remans  my  Widdow,  and  also  the  one  half  of  all  my  creatures  and  tackling  on  my  farm  of  whatsoever 
sort  and  also  I  Give  and  bequeath  unto  my  sd  Wife  the  whole  improvement  of  all  my  Real  estate  to  be 
wholey  at  her  dispose  so  long  as  she  shall  remain  my  Widdow,  and  my  will  further  is  that  she  Give  my 
Silver  tankard  to  my  son  David  and  all  the  household  goods  to  my  Daughter  Mercy  Lay. 

“Item.  I  Give  and  bequeath  unto  my  Dear  and  only  Daughter  Mercy  Lay  all  and  singular  my  house- 
hold  Goods  and  Stuff  (except  the  Silver  tankard)  to  be  Delivered  to  &  recev’d  by  my  Daughter  when 
her  mother  shall  marry  again  or  when  she  shall  die,  and  also  fifty  pounds  in  bills  of  the  old  tenor  which  I 
shall  order  her  brother  to  pay  unto  her  &  this  is  what  she  is  to  have  of  my  Estate. 

“  Item  1  Give  and  bequeath  to  my  Dear  and  only  Son  David  the  one  half  of  my  House  for  present  im¬ 
provement  and  also  I  Give  to  my  sd  Son  the  one  half  of  my  Creatures  and  tacklings  and  utentials  on  my 
farm,  and  also  I  Give  and  bequeath  unto  my  sd  Son  all  my  Meddow  Lying  near  the  River  Calld  Lieuten¬ 
ant’s  River  to  him  &  his  heirs  for  ever.  And  also  my  silver  tankard  to  be  Recd  by  him  when  his  mother 
shall  marry  again  or  when  she  shall  Die.  And  also  I  Give  and  Bequeath  unto  my  sd  Son  David  my  farm 
on  which  I  Live  with  all  and  singular  my  Lands  and  Rites  of  Lands  in  Lyme,  and  all  my  buildings  and 
Orchards  to  him  and  his  heirs  for  ever  on  condition  yt  my  son  pay  to  his  sister  Mercy  Lay  fifty  pounds 
old  tenor  within  seven  years  after  my  Decease. 
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“And  further  I  do  hereby  ordain  Constitute  and  appoint  my  well  beloved  wife  Marcy,  and  my  only  son 
David,  my  soul  Executors  of  this  my  Last  Will  and  testament  and  I  do  hereby  Ratifie  and  confirm  this 
and  no  other  to  be  my  true  Last  Will  &  Testament  in  testimony  whereof  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand 
and  seal  on  the  Day  of  the  Date  above  writen. 

Witnesses:  George  Beckwith  David  Deminc  (seal)” 

Josiah  DeWolf  Jr.,  Jabez  DeWolf 

1745/6,  Feb’y  10.  Vol.  I,  p  12  B  M  D,  Lyme:  “The  Revrd  Mr.  David  Deming  Departed  this  Life  ye 
10th  Day  of  february,  1745  6.”  He  was  sixty  five  years  old.  Directly  under  it  occurs  this  entry  (referring 
to  his  son):  “Jonathan  Deming  Departed  this  Life  ye  6'h  Day  of  March,  A  D  1738.” 

1746,  March  31.  Vol.  E,  p  282  P  Ct:  “Messr9  Josiah  DeWolf  Junr  &  Jabez  DeWolf,  both  of  Lyme, 
(of  Lawfull  Age)  in  the  County  of  New  London  Personally  appeared  &  made  Solemn  Oath  that  on  ye  27th 
Day  of  January,  1745/6  they  did  see  the  Revd  Mr.  David  Deming  of  sd  Lyme  (Lately  Deed)  Testator  to 
the  within  written  Testament  sign  seal  Publish  &  Declare  the  same  to  be  his  last  Will  &  Testament  and 
at  the  same  time  in  the  presence  &  at  the  Desire  of  ye  Testator  they  signed  as  evidences  to  the  same  and 
also  at  ye  same  time  and  at  ye  Desire  of  the  sd  Testator  and  in  his  Presence  we  did  see  the  Revd  Mr. 
George  Beckwith  Sign  as  an  evidence  to  ye  sd  Testament  and  that  at  ye  same  time  (according  to  ye  Best 
of  our  judgment)  the  said  Testator  was  of  sound  Mind  &  memory.” 

1745/6,  Feb’y  29.  P  374  Do:  “A  true  Inventory  of  the  Estate  of  the  Revd  Mr.  David  Deming  late  of 
Lyme  Dec’d  as  it  was  presented  to  us  by  the  Subscribers  being  sworn  for  yt  service  by  the  Executor  to 
his  last  Will  and  Testament  ye  appraisement  being  made  in  old  Tenor  bills: 

Viz  to  one  home  Lott  &  buildings  yr  on  in  Said  Lyme  about  thirty  acres  apprised  at  twenty  four 


pounds  per  acre . £730-00-00 

To  one  horse  sadle  and  bridle  &  portmantue  .........  28-04-00 

To  one  Cow  £14-0-0,  One  2  Year  old  £8-0-0,  one  yearling  £3-10-00  25-10-00 

To  wareing  apparill . ^  1-00-00 

To  a  Chest  of  Draws  £14,  To  one  Table  £1-00  .........  20-00-00 

To  a  Large  Looking  Glass  .  .  .  .  .  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  08-00-00 

To  a  pear  of  boots  &  pare  of  Shews  &  spurs .  04-00-00 

To  Two  Wiggs  &  small  Box  to  keep  ym  in . 01-10-00 

To  a  Gun  £8-0-0,  one  Dozen  Chairs  £10-0-0  .........  18-00-00 

To  one  Silver  Tanker  £40-0-0  &  a  pr  Bellowes  £1-5-0  ........  41-00-00 

To  three  other  Chairs  1-10-0  &  Large  Trunk  1-10-0  .  03-00-00 

To  one  fire  shovel  8s,  one  pr  Tongs  12s,  one  pr  hand  Irons  2/5  ......  03-17-00 

To  one  Tramill  1-5-0,  one  stew  pott  1-0-0  02-05-00 

To  mony  scales  &  weights  1-0-0,  &  some  old  Caskes  3-18-0 . 04-18-00 

To  one  bead  and  furniture  ............  10-10-00 

To  one  brass  Kettle  £15,  to  a  pitchfork  &  pen  Knife  5s  .......  15-05-00 

To  one  more  bead  &  pillows  7-10-0,  To  a  bedsted  &  Cord  15s  .  .  .  .  .  .  08-05-00 

To  seven  sheets  £4-12-6,  To  sundry  more  of  linen  £1-0-0  .......  05-12-06 

To  an  old  bead  £1-0-0,  &  pillion  &  Cloath  £3-0-0  ........  04-00-00 

To  4  silver  spoons  8-0-0,  To  one  sacking  bagg  12s  ........  08-12-00 

To  two  bibles  &  a  Psalm  Book  ............  03-10-00 

To  his  library  his  English  Books  ...........  25-04-00 

His  Doctor  books . 02-10-00 

his  latin  &  Greak  Books .  20-00-00 

Sundry  items  contained  in  26  lines  more  ..........  35-03-01 


Sum  total  on  both  sides  errors  Excepted . £1,039-15-07” 

Witness  our  hands:  Edward  Dow 
Josiah  deWolf 


1746,  April  7.  Do:  “Sworn  to  by  David  Deming  one  of  the  exetrs.” 

1746,  Apl.  7.  Vol.  5,  p  39  P  Ct:  “At  a  Court  of  Probate  Holden  in  New  London  Apll  7th  anno  Dom. 
1746,  Present  John  Richards  Esq  Judge:  The  Last  Will  and  Testament  of  David  Deming  late  of  Lyme 


THE  DEMING  FAMILY 


241 


deed  was  exh1  in  this  Court  and  it  'being  proved  before  Elisha  Sheldon  Esq  is  accepted  &  ordered  to  be 
Recorded.  The  Inventory  of  the  Estate  of  David  Deming  late  of  Lyme  Deed  was  Exhd  in  this  Court  and 
accepted  and  ordered  to  be  Recorded.” 


CHILDREN 

(first  child  born  at  Middletown,  Ct;  next  two  probably  at  Medway,  Mass.) 

1.  DAVID  b.  Aug.  24,  1709;  m.  Dec.  18,  1740,  Mehitable  Champion  (see  below) 

2.  MERCY  b.  ;  m.  Feb’y  5,  1734,  Joseph  Lay;  she  d.  he  d.  a  Dec.,  1797 

They  were  of  Lyme.  His  estate  was  probated  at  New  London  January  8,  1798;  inventory,  $433.75. 

3.  JONATHAN  b.  Mch.  5,  1719;  he  d.  Mch.  6,  1738,  ae  19 

Stone  in  old  burying  ground,  Lyme,  Ct.,  marks  his  grave. 


DAVID  DEMING 

MEHITABLE  CHAMPION 
b.  Feb’y  25,  1720 
d.  Oct.  24,  1817,  x  97 


b.  Aug.  24,  1709 

m.  Dec.  18,  1740 
d.  May  30,  1781 
ae  72 


1720,  Feb’y  25.  P  271  Champion  Gen  (1891): 
Mehitable’s  natal  day  was  at  beautiful  East 
Haddam  where  she  was  brought  up  and  lived  until 
her  wedding  day. 

1740,  Dec.  18.  Do:  As  Kingsley  says: 

“Ay,  marriage  is  the  life-long  miracle, 

The  self-begetting  wonder,  daily  fresh.” 

She  was  ten  and  a  half  years  younger  than  her 
husband  yet  almost  twenty  one,  and  a  beauty. 
As  the  Deming  Genealogy  puts  it,  “she  was  ener¬ 
getic  and  a  beauty  who  was  active  in  the  manage¬ 
ment  of  the  family.  The  Demings  inherit  their 
black  eyes  from  her  as  well  as  her  energy  of  char¬ 
acter.”  Her  management  is  reflected  in  the  quality 
of  her  children,  four  at  least  of  the  boys  becoming 
prosperous  merchants,  while  the  girls  married 
prosperous  men  of  quality.  Nathan  Bassett’s  wife 
Mehitable  Buell,  granddaughter  of  Mehitable 
Champion  Deming,  was  named  for  her. 

1764,  June  29.  Vol.  V,  p  56  P  Ct,  Colchester: 
In  his  will  Mehitable’s  father  Henry  Champion 
remembers  her  in  these  words:  “  Item.  I  give  unto 
my  Loving  Daughter  Mehitable  Deming  the  one 
third  part  of  my  Movable  Estate  Excepting  my 
Negro  Woman  and  also  I  give  unto  my  said 
Daughter  Mehitable  and  to  her  heirs  and  assigns 
forever  the  one  quarter  of  the  Seventy  acres  of 
Land  that  is  to  be  improved  by  Ebenezer  after 
said  Ebenezer’s  Decease.”  (This  bequest  was  not 


1709,  Aug.  24.  Vol.  II,  p  18  L  R,  Middletown: 
David  Deming’s  natal  day  is  here  recorded  di¬ 
rectly  under  the  marriage  record  of  his  parents. 
His  father,  Rev.  David  Deming,  was  serving  there 
his  first  engagement  as  pastor.  When  six  years  of 
age  David  was  taken  with  the  family  to  Needham, 
and  Medfield,  Mass.,  and  when  thirteen  years  old 
he  moved  with  the  family  to  North  Lyme,  where 
his  young  manhood  days  were  spent. 

1725,  May  4.  P  271  Champion  Gen:  At  age  16, 
David  attended  the  funeral  of  his  grandfather, 
Deacon  David  Deming,  in  Boston,  which  was  per¬ 
formed  with  much  ceremony.  At  this  time  a 
thumb  ring  was  given  to  him  which  was  retained 
in  the  family  until  lost  by  his  granddaughter, 
Mary  Marvin,  while  she  was  attending  boarding- 
school  at  Litchfield.  The  ring  was  of  gold  engraved 
with  a  death’s  head  and  motto:  “Prepared  to  die 
like  me.” 

1730,  April  1.  Vol.  I,  p  17  L  R,  Lyme:  “David 
Deming  his  ear  mark  is  that  which  was  frances 
Smith’s  junor’s  viz:  a  half  Crop  on  ye  uper  side  of 
the  near  ear  &  a  half  Crop  on  ye  under  side  of  the 
off  ear  entered  Aprill  1,  1730.”  Thus  at  twenty 
one  David  was  entering  upon  the  life  of  an  in¬ 
dependent  farmer.  Doubtless  he  could  have  gone 
to  college,  as  his  father  had,  if  he  desired,  for 
mother  and  father  had  ample  means. 

1739,  Dec.  31.  Vol.  7,  p  70  L  R:  “A  Deed  from 
Jasper  Peck  to  David  Deming  Jun’r.”  In  this 
deed  David  Deming  Jun’r  buys  for  £26  one  piece 
of  land  containing  about  two  acres  “Lying  in 
Lyme  and  enjoyning  to  said  Deming’s  Land.” 
This  shows  he  already  owned  some  land,  probably 
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given  him  by  his  father,  and  now  he  is  adding  to 
it  to  dignify  his  wedding  day. 

1740,  Dec.  18.  Vol.  I,  p  12  V  R,  Lyme:  David 
Deming’s  wedding  day  was  at  Lyme,  Conn.,  where 
the  Champions  were  among  the  founders  of  the 
town.  So  at  least  says  the  Doming  Genealogy; 
but  since  Mehitable’s  family  was  living  in  East 
Haddam  the  chances  are  the  ceremony  was  per¬ 
formed  there,  though  the  only  record  of  it  is  at 
Lyme.  Here  is  the  way  the  entry  of  the  event  and 
later  events  are  made.  The  first  five  lines  were 
probably  made  at  once  in  1744.  The  other  entries 
were  made  later.  Note  that  the  Clerk  wrote  Mrs. 
for  Miss,  a  mistake  made  once  in  a  while  in  the  old 
days  as  well  as  now. 

“Mr.  David  Deming  jr  was  Married  to  Mrs 
Mehetibeel  Champion  the  18,h  Day  of  December 
A  D  1740.  Prudence  Deming  was  born  the  18th 
Day  of  May  A  D  1741;  Jonathan  Deming  was 
born  the  25,h  Day  of  February  A  D  1743/4; 
Elizabeth  Deming  Daughter  of  David  &  Meheta- 
bel  Deming  was  born  ye  first  of  October,  1745; 
Powning  Deming  son  of  David  &  Mehetabel 
Deming  was  born  Septemb  30,  1749;  Henry  Dem¬ 
ing  son  of  David  &  Mehetable  Deming  was  born 
March  2,  1752;  Julius  Deming  son  of  David  & 
Mehetable  Deming  was  born  April  16,  1755;  Ase 
Deming  son  of  David  &  Mehetable  Deming  was 
born  June  14,  1758.” 

Says  the  Deming  Genealogy,  “Little  is  to  be 
found  regarding  him  upon  the  records  of  the  town 
where  he  lived.”  The  Champion  Genealogy 
says  “he  was  a  small  man  of  quiet  habits,  blue 
eyes,  sandy  hair  and  light  complexion,  who  took 
the  world  easily  and  allowed  his  wife  to  manage  the  household  affairs.’  Can  it  be  that  the  awakening 
described  below  had  a  greater  affect  on  his  wife  than  upon  him? 

This  year  and  the  year  before  Wesley  and  Whitefield  had  been  stirring  America  with  their  preach¬ 
ing.  History  records  how  farmers  w’ould  quit  the  fields  and  run  or  ride  for  miles  to  hear  them.  “The 
field  preaching  of  Wesley  and  Whitefield  in  1739,”  says  Isaac  Taylor,  “was  an  event  from  whence 
the  religious  epoch  now  current  must  date  its  commencement.”  Jonathan  Edwards,  Thinker,  Amer¬ 
ica’s  greatest  theologian,  preacher  of  terrific  power,  leader  of  “the  great  awakening”,  scholar,  author, 
missionary,  pastor,  prophet,  president  of  Princeton  -  was  likewise  preaching  with  mighty  power  at 

this  time. 


received  until  1779,  during  the  Revolutionary 
War.) 

1781,  May  30.  P  60  Deming  Gen:  For  forty  one 
years  Mehitable  and  David  had  walked  and 
labored  side  by  side.  David  has  completed  more 
than  three  score  years  and  ten,  but  now'  he  has 

“Gone  before 
To  that  unknowm  and  silent  shore.” 

It  is  probable  that  they  had  been  already  living 
with  the  children  since  fourteen  years  ago  all  the 
land  had  been  deeded  to  son  Jonathan.  She  has  a 
full  generation  of  36  years  yet  to  live,  now  being 
sixty  one.  All  her  seven  children  are  living  and  it 
is  possible  that  the  mother  spent  some  time  with 
each  of  them. 

1798,  Aug.  19,  P  12  C  R,  lOOdth  anni:  Mehita¬ 
ble  Deming  is  among  the  24  charter  members  of 
the  Milton,  Conn.,  Congregational  Church  organ¬ 
ized  today.  Her  daughter  Prudence  Buell  joins 
with  her,  indicating  that  the  mother  had  by  this 
time  at  any  rate  moved  from  Lyme  to  live  with 
her  eldest  daughter  in  Milton,  and  here  she  fin¬ 
ished  her  days. 

1817,  Oct.  24.  GSR:  “  In  Memory  of  Meheta¬ 
ble  Deming  |  relict  of  David  Deming  |  who  died  | 
Oct  24,  1817  |  aged  97  years”  |  This  stone  is  in 
the  Milton  Burying  Ground.  The  Champion 
Genealogy  states  that  she  was  buried  on  Church 
Hill,  Lyme;  but  this  disproves  it.  Outliving  her 
husband  by  36  years  she  would  have  rounded  out 
a  century  had  she  lived  but  a  little  over  two  years 
longer. 


1744,  Sept.  12.  Vol.  7,  p  515  L  R:  “I  Edward  Lay  of  Lyme  in  the  County  of  New  London  and  in  the 
Colony  of  Connecticut,  for  and  in  consideration  of  Ten  shillings  in  old  Tennour  bills  to  me  in  hand  paid 
by  Mr.  David  Deming  Juner  of  said  Lyme,  do  therefore  give  and  grant  unto  the  said  Deming  the  sole 
previledge  of  Marking  all  sorts  of  Cretures  he  has  in  said  Lyme  with  a  Sw'allow  Tail  in  ye  Right  Ear  (it 
being  my  Ear  mark  Lawfully  Recorded  to  me)  so  that  I  nor  none  under  me  Shall  Ever  molest  the  sd 
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Deming  in  the  Quiet  Enjoyment  of  said  previledge  as  his  own  Right  in  said  Town  forever:  as  witness  my 
hand  September  12,  1744. 

Witness:  Benjamin  Beckwith  Edward  Lay” 

John  Lay  3d 

1761,  Apl.  22.  Vol.  10,  p  169  L  R:  “Know  all  men  by  these  Presents  that  we  David  Deming  and 
Nathaniell  Peck  both  of  Lyme  being  adjoyning  Proprietors  have  agreed  to  devide  the  Fence  that  Devides 
our  Home  Lots  in  Manner  following  vizt  :  that  sd  Deming  shall  make  the  west  ende  of  sd  Fence  begining 
at  the  Highway  and  running  East  forty  three  rods  and  an  half  to  a  stake  and  stones  :  and  that  said  Peck 
shall  make  the  Remaining  part  of  sd  Fence  from  said  stake  and  stones  East  so  farr  as  our  Lands  do  Joyn 
and  we  Each  of  us  do  hereby  binde  our  selves  and  our  Heirs  to  fulfill  and  abide  by  the  foregoing  agreement 
as  Witness  our  hands  the  22  Day  of  April  A  D,  1761. 

In  presence  of:  Eleazer  Clark  David  Deming 

Wm  Noyes  Natll  Peck” 

1761,  Apl.  23.  P  236  Do:  David  Deming  of  Lyme  for  X'205-13'6  paid  by  William  Noyes  "Do  grant 
to  him  a  certain  tract  of  Land  containing  precisely  fifty  acers  and  is  part  of  my  Homestead.  ”  This  was  a 
mortgage  deed  paid  later. 

1763,  Dec.  20.  Vol.  II,  p  155  T  V:  “At  the  same  meeting  David  Deming  and  John  Peck  were  chosen 
and  appointed  Fence  viewers  within  &  for  sd  town  of  Lyme  for  the  Ensuing  year  and  were  both  of  them 
sworne  according  to  Law.”  David  Deming  was  reelected  to  the  same  office  in  the  next  two  annual  meet- 
ings  and  this  was  as  far  as  the  writer  got  in  the  examination  of  the  book,  page  by  page,  as  one  has  to  do 
with  most  of  the  town  meeting  books,  which  have  no  index.  In  two  days  work  on  these  Lyme  Records 
(Aug.  16-17,  1921)  we  were  very  kindly  entertained  at  dinner  by  Judge  William  Marvin  and  his  wife, 
the  town  clerk’s  records  being  kept  at  their  house.  Judge  Marvin  is  Judge  of  Probate  as  well  as  town 
clerk,  being  direct  descendant  of  Reinhold  Marvin  of  Lyme,  brother  of  our  Matthew  Marvin  of  Hartford 
and  Norwalk. 

1765,  Mch.  15.  Vol.  1 1,  p  278  L  R:  William  Noyes  sells  to  David  Deming  for  £206  fifty  acres  in  Lyme 
being  same  lot  which  David  Deming  conveyed  to  Wm  Noyes  on  Apl.  23,  1761  (Book  10  p  236).  This  was 
a  Quit  Claim  deed,  David  Deming  having  paid  up  the  mortgage. 

1765,  Mch.  18.  P  30  Do:  David  Deming  of  Lyme  sells  to  William  Noyes  one  piece  of  land  in  Lyme 
“being  in  the  first  society  of  Lyme  and  part  of  my  Home  Lot”  containing  about  44  acres,  for  £264. 

1766,  Dec.  26.  P  40b  Do:  “Land  taken  by  Execution  from  David  Demming  in  favour  of  John  Richards: 
To  the  Sheriff  of  the  County  of  New  London  or  his  Deputy  or  either  of  the  Constables  of  Lyme  .... 
Greeting  :  whereas  John  Richards  of  New  London  ....  on  the  1 1th  Day  of  June  1766  before  Richard 

Law  Esqr  one  of  his  Majesties  Justices  of  the  Peace . Recovered  Judgement  against  David 

Deming  of  sd  Lyme  by  his  Personall  Confession  for  the  sum  of  Fourteen  Pounds  three  Shillings  and  six 

pence . Debt  as  appears  of  Record  whereof  Execution  Remains  to  be  Done  ....  hereof  fail 

not  and  make  Due  Returne  of  this  writt  with  your  doings  thereon  within  sixty  Days  next  Coming. 

Richard  Law,  Justice  of  Peace.” 

1767,  Feb’y  23.  Do:  “I  made  Demand  for  the  within  sum  at  the  within  Debtors  abode,  but  nothing 
was  shown  or  payd  to  me,  then  I  Levied  this  Execution  on  the  within  Debtors  Land.  Appraisal  was  then 
made  of  three  acres  and  three  rods  and  the  debtee  accepted  same  in  full  payment.” 

1767,  Mch.  16.  P  108  Do:  David  Deming  of  Lyme  sells  to  William  Noyes  of  Lyme  for  £2- 13s  thirty 
rods  of  land  in  Lyme. 

1767,  Mch.  16.  P  98  Do:  “A  Deed  from  William  Noyes  to  David  Deming:”  For  the  consideration  of 
sixteen  pounds,  William  Noyes  sells  to  David  Deming  “all  my  Right,  Titles  and  Claims  to  about  3  acres 
and  3  Rods  of  Land  lying  in  said  Lyme  being  that  piece  of  Land  I  purchased  of  John  Richards  which  he 
took  pr  Execution  from  sd  David  Deming  bounded  as  pr  Execution  may  appear.” 
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1767,  Mch.  17.  P  99  Do:  “A  Deed  from  David  Deming  to  his  son  Jonathan  Deming:  Know  ye  that  1 
David  Deming  of  Lyme  ....  for  the  consideration  of  One  Hundred  Pounds  in  full  satisfaction  of 
Jonathan  Deming  of  Colchester  in  Hartford  County  do  give  .  .  .  .  unto  Jonathan  Deming  his  heirs 
and  assigns  forever,  all  my  Land  lying  in  sd  Lyme  aforesaid  Containing  about  thirty  acres  be  the  same 
more  or°less,  Bounded  West  on  the  Country  Road  South  on  Land  belonging  to  Mr.  Joseph  DeWolf  & 

William  DeWolf,  East  on  Esq”  Medow  Land  &  North  on  William  Noyes’  Land . 

Witness:  Joseph  Harvey  David  Deming 

Wm  Noyes 

1781,  May  30.  P  60  Deming  Gen:  At  age  seventy  two,  amid  the  closing  scenes  and  battles  of  the  Revo¬ 
lution,  David  Deming  dies  at  his  home  in  Lyme,  where  he  lies  buried  on  Church  Hill  with  stone  recording 
the  date.  There  is  no  will  or  court  record  at  New  London  Probate  where  any  such  record  should  be  prior 
to  1830.  It  is  probable  that  the  deed  above  to  son  Jonathan  which  conveyed  to  him,  “all  my  land  in 
Lyme”  marked  the  end  of  active  farming,  and  that  at  time  ot  death  all  assets  were  in  liquid  form  or 
moveable;  and  these  were  probably  too  small  to  warrant  either  will  or  court  action.  Moreover,  the 
children  were  rising  to  places  of  power  and  influence  in  their  parents  later  days,  and  thej  doubtless  con¬ 
tributed  generously  where  support  was  needed. 


X 


CHILDREN 

(all  born  at  North  Lyme,  Ct.) 


1.  PRUDENCE  b.  May  18,  1741;  m.  Jan’y  29,  1767,  Ira  Buell  (see  below) 

2.  MAJOR  JONATHAN  b.  Feb'y  28,  1743;  m.  Dec.  30,  1767,  Alice  Skinner;  he  d.  Mch.  1,  1788,  a;  45  she  d. 

Sept.  15,  1824,  te  77 

He  was  Major  in  the  Revolution  and  prosperous  merchant.  In  his  beautiful  home  in  Colchester  was  instituted 
the  first  commandcry  of  Knights  Templar  in  America;  they  used  room  in  the  third  story.  See  picture  of 
dwelling  p  119,  Deming  Genealogy.  Their  son  was  General  David  Deming  who  d.  1827,  ae  46.  The  Major’s 

inventory  =  12  pages  =  £7,316-14-10  plus  £834-14-00  of  bad  notes.  She  m  (2) - Hubbard  but  she  is  buried 

beside  Major  Jonathan  at  Colchester  where  stones  mark  their  graves. 

3.  ELIZABETH  b.  Oct.  1,  1746;  m.  May  30,  1771,  Capt.  Matthew  Marvin;  she  d.  June  22,  1839,  x  92  he  d. 

Aug.  29,  1806,  x  64  . 

They  lived  in  Lyme.  She  wrote  the  reminiscences  of  her  grandfather  Rev.  David  Deming  and  his  wife  Mercy 
Bridgham.  At  advanced  age  she  narrowly  escaped  death  from  a  stroke  of  lightning  which  melted  a  string  of 
gold  beads  which  she  was  wearing. 

4  CAPT.  POWNAL  b.  Sept.  30,  1749;  m  (1)  Feb’y  19,  1784,  Abigail  Hubbard;  he  d.  Apl.  9,  1795,  x  46  she  d. 
His  first  wife  was  of  New  Fairfield,  Ct.  He  m  (2)  May  29,  1791,  Mehitable  Boardman.  Mehitable  m  (2) 
Apl.  2,  1799,  Major  Luther  Colton  of  Longmeadow,  Mass.  Capt.  Pownal  was  in  the  Revolution  at  Lexington. 
He  was  merchant  in  Hartford.  Stone  over  grave  in  First  Church  yard. 

5.  HENRY  b.  Mch.  2,  1752;  m.  Feb’y  6,  1772,  Anna  Lord;  he  d.  June  23,  1798,  ar  46  she  d.  Sept.  13,  1839,  x  85 

He  was  a  merchant  in  Wethersfield,  having  first  lived  in  Colchester. 

6.  CAPT.  JULIUS  b.  Apl.  16,  1755;  m.  Aug.  7,  1781,  Dorothy  Champion;  he  d.  Jan’y  23,  1838,  x  83  she  d. 

Dec.  4,  1830,  x  71 

Dorothy  was  Capt.  Julius’  cousin.  He  built  "The  Lindens”  in  Litchfield  in  1790.  Was  County  Treasurer  of 
Litchfield  County  1801-1814.  Julius  Deming  was  known  as  the  "Crowbar  Justice”.  "Universally  recognized 
as  the  most  thorough  and  successful  business  man  who  ever  lived  in  Litchfield.”  Traded  directly  with  London 
and  China  in  his  own  ships.  See  his  portrait  p  122  in  Deming  Genealogy  -  high  forehead,  keen  eye,  quality 
mouth  and  chin. 

7.  ASA  b.  June  14,  175S;  m.  Oct.,  1785,  Clarinda  Lyon;  he  d.  1807,  x  49  she  d.  Mch.  9,  1842,  x  75 

They  resided  in  Rocky  Hill  and  later  removed  to  Kinderhook,  New  York. 


7  ch 


9  ch 


1  ch 

2  ch 


9  ch 
9  ch 


6  ch 


LINE  OF  DESCENT 

Ira  Buell  b.  1745  m.  Prudence  Deming  b.  1741 
Nathan  Bassett  b.  1769  m.  Mehitable  Buell  b.  1774 
Ozias  Buell  Bassette  b.  1807  m.  Emeline  Eno  b.  1805 
Frederick  Henry  Bassette  b.  1839  m.  Margaret  Anderson  b.  1844 


« 


THE  DIGHTON  FAMILY 


DR.  JOHN  DIGHTON  b. - 

JANE  BASSETT  m. - 

b.  d.  May  16,  1640 

d.  Apl.  23,  1631 

1631,  Apl.  23.  Vol.  45,  p  303  N  E  H  &  G:  Ac¬ 
cording  to  the  tablet  in  St.  Nicholas  Church, 
Gloucester,  Eng.,  she  was  the  “daughter  of  Ed¬ 
ward  Bassett  of  Uley,”  and  was  the  mother  of 
“three  sons  and  four  daughters.” 


Bassett  of  Uley,  by  whom  he  had  issue  three  sons 
study  of  chirurgery,  and  attained  to  great  knowledge  t 

1640,  May  21.  Do:  Will  is  proved. 


1639/40,  Jan’y  31.  Vol.  45,  p  303  N  E  H  &  G: 
John  Deighton’s  will,  made  presumably  at 
Gloucester,  Eng.,  “mentions  his  eldest  daughter 
Jane,  his  daughter  Frances  Williams,  his  daughter 
Katherine  Haigburne,  and  his  daughter  Damaris 
who  was  made  residuary  legatee.” 

1640,  May  16.  Do:  This  inscription  is  found  in 
St.  Nicholas  Church,  Gloucester:  “Here  lies  in¬ 
terred  the  bodies  of  John  Dcighton  of  this  city, 
gent.,  and  Jane  his  wife,  daughter  of  Edward 
and  four  daughters.  He  spent  all  his  time  in  the 
lerein.  He  died  May  16  [40]  and  she  23  April  1631.” 


CHILDREN 

(three  &  four  baptized  at  Gloucester,  Eng;  first  five  named  in  father’s  will;  last  two  referred  to  on  church  tablet) 

1.  JOHN  b. 

2.  JANE  b.  a  1610;  m.  John  Lugg  (see  below) 

3.  FRANCES  bp.  Mch.  1,  1611/12;  m.  Fcb’y  11,  1632,  Richard  Williams;  she  d.  1706,  x  89  he  d.  1693,  oe  87  10  ch 

At  Gloucester,  Parish  of  Whitcomb  Magna,  two  children  were  baptized  who  both  died  young.  The  parents 
came  to  America  with  brothers  Lugg  &  Hagbumc  families.  They  d.  in  Taunton,  Mass.,  to  which  place  they 
had  immigrated. 

4.  KATHERINE  bp.  Jan’y  16,  1614/15;  m.  Samuel  Hagburne;  she  d.  Aug.  29,  1671,  a;  56  he  d.  Jan'y  24,  1643  4  ch 

They  settled  in  Roxbury,  Mass.  He  left  will  [Vol.  II,  p  261  NEH&  G].  She  ni  (2)  Apl.  14,  1644,  Gov.  3  ch 
Thomas  Dudley  [1576-1653],  She  was  29  and  he  68.  He  d.  July  31,  1653  and  she  m  (3)  Nov.  8,  1653,  Rev.  3  ch 
John  Allin  of  Dedham,  1st  minister  there,  she  dying  three  days  after  him.  Gov.  Joseph  Dudley  [1647-17201 
was  her  son,  while  Gov.  Thomas  had  a  son-in-law  Governor  in  Simon  Bradstreet  [1603-1697]  whose  wife 
Anne  Dudley  was  a  distinguished  poet  of  her  day.  Katherine  had  children  by  each  of  her  husbands. 

5.  DAMARIS  b. 

6.  SON  b. 

7.  SON  b. 


LINE  OF  DESCENT 

John  Lugg  b. - m.  Jane  Dighton  b.  a  1610 

James  Bell  b. - m.  Esther  Lugg  b.  1634 

Samuel  Crossman  b.  1667  m.  Elizabeth  Bell  b.  1668 

William  Bassett  b.  1694  m.  Mary  Crossman  b.  a  1695 

William  Bassett  b.  1726  m.  Lydia  Fisher  b.  1730 

Nathan  Bassett  b.  1769  m.  Mehitable  Buell  b.  1774 

Ozias  Buell  Bassette  b.  1807  m.  Emeline  Eno  b.  1805 

Frederick  Henry  Bassette  b.  1839  m.  Margaret  Anderson  b.  1844 
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COLLARD  HENNO  b. -  1463,  Fcb’y  7.  P  7  Eno  Fam,  N  Y  Branch 

(1920):  Register  of  Burghers,  City  Library,  1461- 

_  1463  M  S  S.  Sec.  41-28,  folio  42,  Archives  of 

jj*  _  Valenciennes  1478:  “The  first  of  the  name  of 

“•  '  whom  we  have  authentic  record,”  says  Henry 

— - - -  “  —  Lane  Eno  the  author,  “was  Ccllard  Henno,  of 

Mons  the  capital  of  the  ancient  county  of  Hainault,  whose  presence  at  the  reception  of  Burghers  in 
Valenciennes  is  given  in  the  Registry  of  Burghers  of  that  city  under  the  date  of  February  7,  1463.”  These 
records  are  supported  also  by  the  Threadneedle  Street  Church  Records,  published  by  the  Huguenot 
Society  of  London;  and  extracts  from  documents  relating  to  the  Huguenot  immigration  of  the  16th  and 
17th  Centuries  in  the  British  Museum. 

Hainault  is  a  southern  province  of  Belgium  whose  population  now  is  made  up  principally  of  Walloons 
Mons  its  capital  is  on  the  Trouille,  38  miles  S.  W.  of  Brussels.  Valenciennes  is  a  town  and  first  class 
fortress  of  France  in  the  department  of  Nord.  It  is  155  miles  N.  E.  of  Paris.  “The  Henno  Arms  following 
are  certified  by  the  Public  Librarian  at  Valenciennes,  and  by  the  Aldermon  (April  6,  1903)  and  stamped 
with  the  seal  of  the  Public  Library,  seal  of  the  City,  and  the  seal  of  the  French  Government:  Azure,  a 
chevron  argent,  two  estoiles  d’or  in  chief,  crescent  argent  in  point.” 

Mr.  Henry  Lane  Eno  says  concerning  these  records:  “The  name  is  spelled  variously  Henne,  dc  Henne, 
Hennot,  Henno,  and  later  in  America,  Enno.  It  was  not  spelled  Eno  until  about  1700.  During  his  travels 
abroad  he  investigated  the  genealogical  records  of  the  Eno  family,  and  has  contributed  the  data  relating 
to  the  ancient  history  of  the  family  which  appears  in  this  article  (The  Eno  Family,  N  Y  Branch).  He  per¬ 
sonally  verified  the  genealogy  of  the  family  at  Valenciennes  by  examining  the  municipal  records,  and  he 
also  examined  the  records  that  were  left  during  the  short  sojourn  of  the  family  in  England.”  (Henry 
Lane  Eno,  son  of  Henry  Clay  Eno  and  Cornelia  (Lane)  Eno,  b.  N.  Y.  City,  July  8,  1871 ;  m.  Oct.  19.  1893 
Edith  Labouisse  of  New  Orleans,  also  of  Huguenot  blood;  graduate  Yale,  1894;  Columbia  Law  .school,^ 
1898;  since  1915  in  Dept,  of  Psychology,  Princeton  University.  Author  of  “Activism”,  a  volume  of 
philosophy;  “The  Baglioni,”  a  play  in  verse;  a  volume  of  poems,  1920.) 


CHILDREN 


(no  others  named) 

1.  JACQUES  b. - ;m. - Pesquier 


JACQUES  HENNE  b. - 

- PESQUIER  m. - 

b.  -  d- - 

d.  - 

1541.  P  10  Do;  Archives  of  Valenciennes,  1541: 
She  was  daughter  of  Nicholas  Pesquier,  Bailiff  of 
Gand.  Gand  is  French  for  Ghent,  the  capital  of 
East  Flanders,  Belgium,  34  miles  N.  W.  of  Brussels. 
Nicholas  Pesquier  is  given  as  the  father-in-law  of 
Jacques  Henne  in  the  will  of  Pesquier’s  nephew 
Francois. 


1463,  February  1.  P  7  Do:  At  the  Reception  of 
Burghers  at  city  of  Valenciennes,  Collard  Hen- 
ne,  of  Mons,  is  mentioned  as  father  of  Jacques 
Henne. 

1466.  P  10  Do;  M  S  S.  550-767,  Library  of 
Valenciennes,  “Magistrates  of  the  City  of  Valen¬ 
ciennes:”  Jacques  Henne  was  alderman  (dchevin) 
of  Valenciennes. 

1480.  Do:  He  was  Prevot  (Royal  Governor). 

1491.  Do:  Was  again  alderman. 
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1.  JEAN  b. - ;  m.  Isabel  Jeanne  Caille 

2.  FRANCOIS  b. - 


CHILDREN 

(no  others  named) 


On  Sept.  23,  1547  he  makes  will  naming  brother  Jean  and  father  Jacques  Henne. 


JEAN  DE  HENNE 

ISABEL  JEANNE  CAILLE 

b.  - 

d.  - 


b. 


m. 


d.  bef.  1559 


1559,  Sept.  13.  P  10  Do;  Archives  of  Valeri' 
ciennes,  1559:  Isabelle  Jeanne  Caille  in  her  will  of 
this  date  names  Jean  Henne  as  her  deceased  hus- 
band.  She  was  daughter  of  Toussaint  Cail  and  Jossine  Pellerin  his  wife. 


1536-1539.  P  10  Do;  M  S  S.  530-767  Library  of 
Valenciennes  Magistrates:  Jean  de  Henne  is  here 
listed  as  alderman  of  the  city  of  Valenciennes. 

1542.  Do:  He  was  again  elected  alderman. 

1547,  Sept.  23.  P  10  Do;  Archives  of  Valenci- 
ennes  1547:  His  brother  Francois  makes  will 
naming  Jean  Henne  as  the  son  of  Jacques  Henne. 


1.  LT.  JACQUES  b. - ;  m.  Jeanne  Doye 


CHILDREN 

(no  others  mentioned) 


LT.  JACQUES  DE  HENNE 

JEANNE  DOYE 

b.  - 

d.  - 


m. 

d. 


1540.  P  10  Do;  Archives  of  Valenciennes,  1540: 
Jacques  Henne’s  father-in-law  is  given  as  Antoine 
Doyd,  Receiver  of  Gommegines. 

1549,  Mch.  19.  P  10  Do;  Archives  of  Valen¬ 
ciennes  1549:  Jacques  de  Henne,  in  a  bill  of  sale  of 
this  date,  is  mentioned  as  the  son  of  the  late  Jehan 
Henne  and  Isabel  Guaille. 

1560-61.  P  10  Do;  MSS.  550-767:  Jacques  de 
Henne,  like  his  father,  was  alderman  of  the  city  of 
Valenciennes.  His  father-in-law  is  given  as 
Antoine  Doye,  Receiver  of  Gommegines. 


1540.  P  9  Do;  Archives  of  Valenciennes: 

Jacques  Henne’s  father-in-law  is  given  as  Antoine 
Doyd,  father  of  Jeanne  Doye,  and  Bailiff  and 
Receiver  of  Gommegines,  and  husband  of  Rose 
Dujardin,  daughter  of  Alard  Dujardin  and  Jeanne 
Roger. 

1566.  Do:  Was  alderman  again. 

1577.  Do:  Here  he  appears  as  “Treize  Homme”.  Valenciennes  became  a  headquarters  of  Huguenot 
strength  especially  about  this  period.  It  is  on  the  border  of  Belgium  about  25  miles  from  Mons  where 
Collard  Henno,  great-grandfather  of  Jacques  de  Henne,  lived.  “Jacques  was  lieutenant  of  the  guard 
formed  by  the  Huguenot  citizens  of  Valenciennes  to  resist  the  Spaniards;  and  who,  after  the  capture  of 
the  town,  fled  to  England  toward  the  end  of  the  16th  century.” 

“Jacques  Hennot,  ”  says  the  record,  “late  lieutenant  of  the  military  guard  of  Valenciennes,  surrendered 
twice  at  Tournai,  the  first  time  with  Guy  de  Bres  (the  celebrated  Huguenot  preacher,  executed  there  in 
1567);  the  second  time  after  the  death  of  the  latter.  He  was  then  taken  under  guard  toward  Lisle,  but 
escaped  through  the  intervention  of  a  band  of  Huguenot  horsemen,  after  which  escape  all  trace  of  him 
was  lost  by  the  authorities.  He  was  pursued  by  order  of  Theordore  Cresia,  commandant  of  the  Italian 
Cavalry  (under  the  Duke  of  Alva),  who  gave  instructions  to  capture  the  body  of  Jacques  Hennot  wherever 
he  might  be  found,  promising  an  honorable  sum  to  any  one  who  should  deliver  him  dead,  or  a  double 
amount  if  the  said  Hennot  should  be  delivered  alive  ( Confiscations  et  ordounances  concernaut  les  troubles 
surverus  a  lafindu  VXI  Siecle  -  Royal  Archives,  Brussels);  where,  also,  is  found  the  decree  confiscating  all 
the  lands  &  goods  of  said  Jacques  Hennot,  and  branding  him  as  an  outlaw.” 
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“The  next  trace  of  him  is  in  the  documents  of  the  British  Museum  relating  to  the  religious  wars  of 
Flanders.  There  among  the  names  of  the  refugees  is  found  that  of  Jacques  Hennot,  late  lieutenant  of  the 
military  guard  at  Valenciennes.  This  Jaques  Hennot  settled  in  an  English  Province.  His  son  John,  how¬ 
ever,  repaired  to  London,  where  we  find  the  record  in  the  archives  of  the  Threadneedle  Street  Church  of 
the  baptism  of  James  Hennot,  son  of  John  Hennot,  on  August  21,  1625.  This  last-named  James  Hennot 
is  inscribed  in  the  Historical  Record  of  the  British  Museum  as  having  left  London  for  North  America  in 
1648.  -  See  Archives  Threadneedle  Street  Church,  vol.  II,  1576-1624.  State  papers,  etc.,  32091-32096 
(from  1086  to  1760)  and  especially  from  1571-1624,  British  Museum  M  S  S.” 

CHILDREN 

(no  others  mentioned) 

1.  JEAN  HENNO  b. - ;  m.  Catelaine  Joue 


JEAN  HENNO 

CATELAINE  JOUE 

b.  - 

d.  - 


m. 

d. 


-  1582,  January  12.  P  9  Do:  This  is  the  date 

_  when  the  Duke  of  Alva  died  at  Thomar.  He  was 

_  cruel,  avaricious  and  a  fanatical  bigot,  to  whom, 

however,  as  Defender  of  the  Catholic  faith,  the 
Pope  had  presented  a  consecrated  hat  and  sword, 
which  hitherto  had  been  bestowed  only  on  crowned 
heads.  This  only  increased  his  arrogance  and  cruelty.  When  Jean’s  father,  who  had  twice  been  captured 

by  the  Duke  of  Alva  forces,  finally  escaped  and  fled  to  an  English  Province,  Jean  (or  John)  who  fled  with 

him  repaired  to  London  where  is  found  the  record  in  the  archives  of  the  Threadneedle  Street  Church  of 
the  baptism  of  James  Hennot,  son  of  John  Hennot,  on  August  21,  1625. 


1598,  Apl.  13.  The  signing  of  the  Edict  of  Nantes  by  Henry  IV,  which  guaranteed  freedom  to  the 
Protestants  of  France,  approximates  the  time  when  Jean  and  his  father  Jacques  fled  from  the  Continent 
to  England.  As  a  matter  of  fact  Henry  himself  considered  the  edict  as  merely  “a  scrap  of  paper”  and 
remarked  to  Sully  that  he  “would  reduce  to  nothing  the  Huguenot  faction.”  Hence  as  is  always  the  case, 
when  the  authority  wavers,  law  runs  to  license;  so  under  Henry  the  edict  was  always  construed  by  those 
in  authority  so  as  to  show  less  and  less  favor  to  the  Protestants.  Naturally  there  were  repeated  outbursts. 
In  1628  there  were  68S  Huguenot  Churches  in  France,  and  in  spite  of  repeated  persecution,  and  the  emi¬ 
gration  of  at  least  1,000,000  before  the  revocation  of  the  Edict  of  Nantes  in  16S5,  there  were  at  least  1,000 
Huguenot  pastors  at  this  latter  date.  The  revocation  of  the  Edict  of  Nantes  “crushed  more  than  half 
the  commercial  and  manufacturing  industry  of  the  Kingdom.”  It  remained  for  Louis  XVI  to  sign  a 
restoration  order  102  years  later  (1787). 


CHILDREN 

(only  one  mentioned) 

1.  JACQUES  or  JAMES  bp.  Aug.  21,  1625;  m  (1) - (see  below) 


JAMES  ENO  bp.  Aug.  21,  1625 

WID.  ANNA  B I  DWELL  m  (1) - 

b.  m  (2)  Aug.  18,  1648 

d.  Oct.  10,  1657  Wid.  Anna  Bidwell 

m  (3)  Aug.  5,  1658 
Wid.  Elizabeth  Holcomb 
m  (4)  Apl.  29,  1680 
Wid.  Hester  Eggleston 
he  d.  June  11,  1682,  ae  57 


1625,  Aug.  21.  P  11  Do;  Archives  Threadneedle 
Street  Church,  Vol.  II,  1576-1624:  This  is  James 
Eno’s  baptismal  date  according  to  the  records  of 
this  Huguenot  Church  in  London.  It  reads 
“James  Hennot  son  of  John  Hennot.”  In  America 
the  name  appears  as  Enno,  Eno,  Enos,  Enoe,  &c. 
Major  General  Roger  Enos  added  the  s  although 
he  did  not  pronounce  the  s.  The  Rhode  Island 
branch  of  the  family  has  always  retained  that 
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1657,  Oct.  10.  Vol.  I,  p  879  Stiles:  In  Rev-.  Mr. 
Grant’s  record  “the  wife  of  James  Enno”  is  re¬ 
corded  as  one  of  nine  persons  to  die  in  Windsor 
in  the  year  1657.  Anna  Bidwell  was  probabiy  the 
widow  of  Richard  Bidwell  who  died  in  Windsor  on 
Dec.  25,  1647.  Eight  months  thereafter  she  be¬ 
came  the  wife  of  James  Eno  and  they  had  nine 
years  of  wedded  life  together.  We  have  no  knowl¬ 
edge  as  to  her  age. 


form.  From  the  Rhode  Island  family  came  the 
Delaware  Enos. 

One  account  says  that  before  leaving  London 
James  Enno  had  learned  the  barber’s  trade  in  the 
Barber-Surgeon  Co.  of  London.  However  this  may 
be  he  practiced  the  art  as  is  seen  from  the  1663 
item  following. 

1646.  P  S  Do:  The  Historical  Records  of  the 
British  Museum  relating  to  the  religious  wars  of 
Flanders  are  inscribed  with  the  note  that  James 
Hennot  left  London  for  North  America  in  1648.  The  inscription  on  a  stone  in  the  old  Windsor  (Ct.)  bury¬ 
ing  ground  gives  the  date  1646  which  is  more  probable  all  things  considered.  Samuel  Eno,  named  thereon, 
was  grandson  of  the  first  James  Eno.  He  was  18  years  old  when  his  father  died  and  32  when  his  mother 
died,  hence  could  easily  get  the  facts  first  handed  as  it  were.  Here  is  the  quaint  inscription:  “  In  memory 
of  Samuel  Eno,  Esqr.  and  Eunice  his  wife.  He  died  Aug.  17,  1778,  in  the  83d  year  of  his  age.  And  also 
Eunice,  daughter  of  the  deceased,  who  died  March  23,  1757,  aged  9  days.  And  also  Sam’l  Eno,  son  to 
Mr.  Samuel  Eno  Junr.,  who  died  Feb.  ye  27,  1789  in  the  4th  year  of  his  age;  and  also  Mr.  James  Eno  who 
came  from  England  and  settled  in  Windsor  A.  D.  1646,  and  died  July  11,  1682.  His  wife  died  Oct.  7,  1679. 
Also  James  Eno  2d,  who  died  July  16,  1714  -  his  wife  died  March,  1728,  and  was  buried  in  Simsbury  old 
burying  ground.  Also  Lieut.  Dan’l  Eno,  died  Dec.  9,  1797  in  the  56th  year  of  his  age.” 


1648.  Vol.  I,  p  878  Stiles:  In  the  Old  Church  Record  of  Windsor,  among  the  deaths  reported  in  1648, 
is  the  item:  “James  Enno’s  two  children.”  This  record  is  proof  that  James  Enno  had  been  married  before 
his  marriage  to  Anna  Bidwell  in  the  same  year.  As  to  who  the  wife  was  we  know  not  while  the  fact  that 
he  was  married  in  England  and  had  had  two  children  born  there,  is  strongly  evidenced  by  the  notation  of 
-Rev.  Matthew  Grant  in  1677  to  the  effect  that  James  Enno  had  had  but  three  children  born  in  Windsor. 


1648.  Vol.  I,  p  148  L  R,  Windsor:  This  double  page  has  the  record  of  James  Enno’s  land  in  Windsor. 
It  is  not  dated  but  it  shows  the  purchase  in  1648  from  Widow  Mary  Collins  of  her  house  and  lot  1 1  y2  rods 
wide  on  Silver  street,  between  Nich.  Senshion  and  Thos.  Bascomb.  In  1859  it  was  known  as  “The  old 
Eno  place”  and  was  occupied  then  by  Samuel  Eno,  direct  descendant.  Other  items  recorded  are:  20  acres 
bought  from  Thomas  Bascombe:  14  acres  of  woodland  from  Robert  Wilson;  10  acres  of  woodland  from 
John  Brankerton;  July  7,  1655,  10  acres  of  woodland  from  Sarah  Pond,  widdow;  Dec.  16,  1661  from  Edw. 
Griswold  his  right  in  Stony  Brook,  with  all  the  land  either  side  of  it,  etc. 

1648,  Aug.  18.  Vol.  I,  p  56  B  M  D:  “James  Enno  and  Anna  Bidell  were  Married  August  18th  :  1648.” 
At  23  years  of  age  James  Enno  had  become  a  widow'er,  with  two  children  already  buried  or  to  be  buried 
before  the  year  was  over.  He  might  well  have  thought: 

“The  air  is  full  of  farewells  to  the  dying, 

And  mournings  for  the  dead.” 

But  life  in  a  new  world  was  before  him  and  evidently  he  thought  best  to  turn  to  the  young  widow 
Anna  Bidwell  for  aid.  Whether  she  was  the  widow  of  Richard  Bidw'ell  or  his  daughter  has  been  much  in 
controversy.  Stiles  gives  Hannah  Bidwell’s  birth  both  as  Oct.  22,  1634  and  Oct.  22,  1644.  The  latter 
date  is  probably  correct,  but  conceding  the  former  it  would  have  made  her  first  child  Sarah  to  be  born 
when  she  was  only  fourteen  years,  seven  months  and  twenty  four  days  old,  thus  leaving  the  weight  of 
evidence  in  favor  of  the  widow. 


1648.  On  one  of  the  first  pages  of  Henry  Wolcott  Jr’s  Old  Ledger  there  is  a  page  devoted  to  the  sale 
of  apples.  Such  of  our  ancestors  in  Windsor  as  appear  thereon  are  as  follows: 

"A  noate  of  the  Aples  I  sould  in  1648 
It  to  James  Enos  1  peck  . 

It  to  Jonathan  Gillet  one  peck 


£0-  1-3 
£0-  1-3 


* 
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It  to  William  Be  well  one  bushell 
It  to  Richard  Saxton  1  peck 


£0-  5-0 
£0-  1-3 
£0-11-0” 


It  to  Mr.  Loomis  2  bushells  (shorthand) 


1652/3,  Feb’y  2.  Vol.  I,  p  15  T  V:  "Peter  Tilton  and  James  Enowes  ware  chosen  to  be  cunstables  for 
ye  yeare  ensueing.” 

1657,  June  4.  Vol.  II,  p  101  C  C:  James  Enno  serves  on  the  jury  at  Hartford  today,  and  for  the  next 
three  years  he  performs  a  similar  service  at  least  five  times.  Again  on  Apl.  1,  1674  he  was  in  the  jury  box. 

1658,  Aug.  5.  Vol.  I,  p  56  B  M  D:  "James  Enno  and  Elizabeth  Holcomb  wido  were  married  Augt:5th: 
1658.”  Anna  his  second  wife  had  died  on  Oct.  10,  1657,  ten  months  before.  Elizabeth,  who  had  been  the 
wife  of  our  Thomas  Holcomb,  was  a  widow  of  eleven  months.  This  union  lasts  for  21  years  or  until  death 
overtakes  Elizabeth  on  Oct.  7,  1679. 

1658/9,  Mch.  24.  Vol.  I,  p  38  T  V:  “Also  chosen  for  way  wardens  John  Williams  and  James  Enno.” 

1659/60,  Jan’y  18.  Vol.  I,  p  179  Stiles:  James  Enno  is  in  the  rate  book  of  Windsor  as  having  paid  6s 
for  a  short  seat  in  the  meeting  house.  He  was  not  a  non-conformist  but  like  a  man  he  paid  his  taxes  and 
took  his  seat  in  Church.  (See  Buell  family  for  further  detail  about  the  seating  arrangements.) 

1660,  Dec.  17.  Vol.  I,  p  220  T  V:  “These  p*nt“  testifie  that  I  James  Enno  of  Windsor  have  upon  good 
consideration  to  me  secured  do  sell  unto  Joshua  Holcomb  eldest  son  to  Elizabeth  my  now  wife,  the  Dwell¬ 
ing  House  at  Poquonack  that  was  and  did  appertain  to  Thomas  I  lolcomb”  (Joshua’s  father  dec’d).  .  .  . 

1663,  Nov.  28.  Vol.  I,  p  178  L  R:  "Now  recorded  the  Grant  of  a  straye  of  land  to  James  Enno  in  the 
Palizadow  to  build  him  a  shop  to  Barber  in  and  hee  have  now  built  it.”  This  grant  was  one  rod  in  breadth 
next  to  Tahan  Grant  north,  by  Walter  Gaylord  west,  by  the  Palisado  Common  south  and  cast.  In  this 
connection  there  is  still  in  existence  in  the  family  of  Eliphalet  Eno  of  Torrington  an  old  shaving  bow!  of 
crockery,  with  the  date  1663  upon  it.  See  picture  of  it,  Vol.  I,  p  241  Stiles. 

1663/4,  Mch.  10.  Vol.  II,  p  193  G  C:  "The  Church  of  Christ  at  Windsor  complaynes  of  James  Enoe 
and  Michaell  Humphrey,  for  severall  things  contayned  in  a  paper  presented  to  the  Court.  Mr.  Clarke  in 
behalf  of  the  Church  complaynes  of  James  Enoe  and  Michael  Humphrey  for  a  misdameanor  in  offering 
violence  to  an  establisht  law  of  this  Colony.  Mr.  Clarke  withdrawes  this  charge.”  ....  “This  Court 
having  previously  considered  the  case  respecting  James  Ennoe  and  Michaell  Humphrey,  doe  declare 
such  practises  to  be  offensive  ....  and  this  Court  expects  they  will  readily  come  to  the  acknowl¬ 
edgment  of  their  eror  in  the  paper  by  them  presented  to  the  Church  whereupon  the  Court  respitts  and 
remitts  the  sensure  due  for  their  offence,  provided  answerable  reformation  doth  followe,  expecting  that 
their  lenity  therein  will  w'inne  upon  the  spiritts  of  those  concerned  in  this  case.  And  this  Court  doth 
approve  of  the  pious  and  prudent  care  of  Windsor,  in  seeking  out  for  a  supply  and  help  in  the  ministry, 

Mr.  Warham  growing  ancient . And  the  Court  desired  a  friendly  correspondency  may  be  main- 

tayned  at  Windsor,  as  if  this  trouble  had  never  been.” 

1664,  May  10.  Vol.  Ill,  p  14  G  C:  "James  Enoe  plntf  Wm  Fish  Defnt  In  an  action  of  debt  wth  damage 
to  the  value  of  Two  pounds  Term  shillings  attachmt.” 

1664,  Oct.  17.  Vol.  I,  p  194  Stiles:  James  Eno  is  one  of  seven  to  petition  the  General  Court  for  privilege, 
as  members  of  the  established  Church  of  England,  to  have  children  baptized  or  else  pay  no  rates  to  the 
minister.  This  protest  led  to  the  resumption  of  the  half-w’ay  covenant  in  the  Windsor  Church  which  had 
in  March,  1663/4,  been  abandoned.  The  original  of  this  petition  is  in  the  State  Library  at  Hartford. 

1664/5,  Jan’y  18.  From  the  "council  Journal”  of  1663-1710:  “This  councill  doth  order  the  marshall  to 
respitt  the  serveing  of  the  execution  upon  James  Eno  for  his  wifes  fine  untill  the  next  session  of  the  Generali 
Courte  in  May  next.” 

1665,  May  11.  Vol.  II,  p  208  G  C:  “This  Court  remits  six  pounds  of  ye  fine  imposed  on  James  Enno 


THE  ENO  FAMILY 


251 


by  the  Magestrates,  he  undertakeing  before  them  to  answer  the  law  for  his  wives  selling  cider  to  the 
Indians.” 

1666,  April.  Vol.  I,  p  127  Stiles:  James  Eno  and  John  Moses  purchased  from  Nassahegon,  Sachem  of 
Poquonnoc,  land  on  both  sides  of  the  Rivulet,  from  Windsor  to  Massaco.  This  tract  contained  some 
28,000  acres  and  was  confirmed  to  them  in  Dec.,  1669  by  Rippaquam  and  Seacet.  The  same  year  Eno 
and  Moses  released  this  purchase  to  the  town  of  Windsor,  whose  agents  they  were,  and  received  £  15-  14s- 
2 d.  (the  amount  expended  by  them)  in  lands  situate  under  the  Simsbury  Mountains  above  Salisbury 
Plain,  near  the  river,  and  known  as  Tilton  Marsh. 

1666,  Nov.  30.  Vol.  II,  p  4  T  V:  James  Enno  is  in  the  list  of  those  who  brought  in  18  shillings  under 
the  heading  ‘‘The  Sume  of  the  papers  broat  in  for  ye  ministers.” 

1667,  Oct.  8.  Vol.  Ill,  p  49  C  C:  James  Eno  was  made  administrator  of  the  estate  of  Nicholas  Maybee 
of  Windsor,  amount  £14-17-00. 

1667/8,  March  11.  Vol.  If,  p  9  T  V:  The  town’s  rate  this  year  is  to  cover  among  other  things,  “for 
wovls  heads  to  James  Enno  &  Timothy  Phelps  (2,  17s  ea  £7-1 7-0.”  This  represents  some  9  wolves  heads 
brought  in  by  these  two. 

1669,  Oct.  11.  Vol.  II,  p  519  G  C,  Ptd:  James  Eanno  is  on  the  freeman’s  census  for  Windsor,  the  only 
Enno  on  it.  Here  are  the  total  freemen  of  a  few  towns:  Hartford  118;  New  Haven  91 ;  Wethersfield  58; 
Windsor  1 13. 

1669/70,  Mch.  18.  Vol.  I,  p  102  Stiles:  Rev.  Bcnjanrn  Woodbridge  is  ordained  over  the  2d  Church  of 
Windsor  of  which  our  James  was  evidently  a  leading  organizer.  All  did  not  move  smoothly,  however,  as 
the  following  petition  of  1673  shows. 

1671,  Apl.  5.  Vol.  Ill,  p  1 10  C  C:  “James  Enoe  &  John  Moses,  as  Collectors  of  rates  for  Mr.  Wood- 
bridg  &  Company  plntfs,  Contra  David  Winchell  defndt  in  an  action  for  Debt  of  £1.”  They  win. 

1673,  Winter.  Vol.  I,  p  207  Stiles:  James  Enno  Sen’r  is  one  of  36  to  petition  the  “Governor  and  Coun- 
sell”  for  relief  from  the  “spirite  of  bitterness  boyling  in  the  breste  of  some  of  thos  in  the  old  congregation 
heare  in  Windsore.”  His  sons  James  and  John  also  sign  with  him. 

1675.  Vol.  I,  p  88  Stiles:  James  Enno  is  among  the  42  families  in  Windsor  who  were  taxed  for  the  rivu¬ 
let  ferry  on  the  basis  of  having  “one  family,  a  horse  and  two  oxen.” 

1676/7,  Feb’y  7.  Vol.  II,  p  45  T  V:  “It  was  by  vot  asented  to  that  James  Enno  should  have  liberty 
to  alter  ye  fenc  or  bounds  of  his  farine  land  for  convenienc  of  fenc.” 

1677,  Aug.  17.  Vol.  I,  p  881  Stiles:  In  Rev.  Matthew  Grant’s  list  of  parishioners  James  Enno  is  listed 
as  having  had  three  children  born  at  Windsor. 

1678/9,  Mch.  12.  Vol.  II,  p  49  T  V:  “Att  the  same  meting  was  chosen  for  fence  vewers  James  Ennoe 
Senr  for  the  east  side  of  river.” 

1680,  Apl.  29.  Vol.  I,  L  R,  back  leaf,  Windsor:  “James  Enno  was  maried  to  Hester  that  was  wife  to 
James  Egelston  by  Captain  Nubery  Aprl:29:1680.”  James  is  now  55  and  Hester  some  ten  years  younger. 
The  wedding  is  doubly  notable  from  the  fact  that  Hester  Williams  Eggleston,  widow,  was  the  first  white 
child  born  at  Hartford.  .While  James  has  yet  but  two  years  to  enjoy  his  new  match,  Hester  lives  on  till 
July  10,  1720  or  until  about  86  years  of  age.  James  Eno’s  third  wife  had  not  been  dead  for  seven  months 
yet  (d.  Oct.  7,  1679)  and  now  he  takes  the  4th  wife  just  in  time  to  take  over  her  dead  husband’s  estate  as 
per  the  next  paragraph. 

1680,  May  10.  Vol.  IV,  p  27  C  C:  “The  former  Court  having  Granted  a  distribution  of  the  Estate  of 
James  Egleston  &  setled  noe  Administrators  This  Court  doe  now  grant  administration  to  the  relict  &  her 
present  husband  James  Enoe,  &  do  order  that  the  overseer  take  securety  that  the  Estate  of  the  Children 
as  they  come  of  age  shall  be  payd  to  them.” 
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1682,  Apl.  20.  Vol.  IV,  p  53  G  C:  “James  Enoe  plntf  Mr.  Simon  Woolcott  defendant  in  an  action  of 
debt  wth  damage  to  the  value  of  Thirty  shillings.  The  plntf  not  appearing  is  non  suited.” 

1682,  June  11.  Vol.  I,  p  43  B  M  D:  “James  Enno  Senr  Dyed  June  llth:16S2.”  This  occurred  only 
about  two  years  after  his  fourth  marriage.  He  died  intestate  having  reached  the  age  of  57  years.  Probably 
the  death  was  sudden  or  not  anticipated. 

1682,  June  19.  Vol.  IV,  p  94  C  C:  “An  Inventory  of  the  Estate  of  James  Ennoe  Senr  Deceased: 


Impr  p  houseing  &  4  Acres  of  Homelott  ...........  £90-00-00 

It  9  acres  more  or  less  on  the  Westside  the  Highway  at  £5  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  45-00-00 

In  the  New  Chamber  Two  ruggs  at  40s  p  rugg  .........  04-00-00 

It  a  coverlid  1  £-10s,  one  feather  bed  and  2  boulsters  5  pillowes  5£  .....  06-10-00 

In  the  fire  roome  a  flagon  &  other  pewter  ..........  03-00-00 

A  mare  &  Horse  5£,  Combe  brush  &  grater  Is  ........  05-01-00 

Five  swine  3  at  12s,  2  at  22s  ............  01-14-00 

Two  slayes  4s,  reedes  &  Tooles  to  make  slayes  10s  ........  00-14-00 

quarter  part  of  a  saw-mill  ............  05-00-00 

fforty  acres  of  land  at  wash  brooke  20£  ..........  20-00-00 

melting  ladle  Is  6 d,  Seaven  acres  at  Halfeway  Hill  7£  .......  07-01-06 

Twelve  acres  more  or  less  at  chill  brooke  ..........  10-00-00 

1  range  Is  6 d,  scive  Is,  Houre  glass  Is  3d  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  00-03-09 

To  seven  sheep  ..............  03-10-00 

In  com  &  grass  on  the  west  side  the  way  ..........  06-00-00 

In  aples  &  Peaches  .............  01-10-10 

76  other  lines  of  personal  and  household  and  farm  items  .......  69-19-02 


Apprized  by  us:  Danel  Clarke  Senr  £279-  4-03” 

John  Woolcott,  Thomas  Bissell  Sen'r 


1682,  June  21.  P  56  Do:  “An  Inventory  of  the  estate  of  James  Ennoe  deceased  was  exhibited  in  Court 
&  the  widdow  of  sayd  Ennoe  made  oath  that  she  made  a  true  presentment  of  the  estate  of  the  deceased 
to  the  apprizers  &  If  more  comes  to  light  she  will  cause  it  to  be  added  to  the  Inventory  &  the  Court  doe 
appoynt  James  Ennoe  &  hester  Ennoe  to  Administer  upon  the  Estate.” 

1682,  Dec.  3.  P  59  Do:  “James  Ennoe,  John  Enoe  &  Benajah  Holcomb  heirs  to  the  estate  of  James 
Ennoe  plantf,  Hester  Enoe  defendant,  in  an  action  of  the  case  for  neglecting  or  refusing  to  fulfill  an  arbitra¬ 
tion  Bond  the  damage  of  Twenty  pownds.  In  this  action  the  Jury  fined  for  the  defendant  cost  of 
court.” 

16S2,  Dec.  13.  P  60  Do:  “This  Court  being  informed  by  Captn  Clarke  that  the  children  of  James  Ennoe 
are  agreed  about  the  division  of  there  fathers  estate  what  each  shall  have  for  a  setlement  of  that  estate 
doe  order  &  appoynt  that  Lnt  John  Mandsley,  Return  Strong  6l  John  Moore  doe  lay  out  unto  the  widow 
Ennoe  her  Twenty  pownds  given  her  by  Joynture  in  personall  estate  in  as  Indifferent  a  maner  as  they 
may,  &  the  houshold  Goods  Granted  her  &  the  houseing  &  Lands  according  to  Joynture,  &  when  her  due 
is  layd  out  to  her  the  remaynder  of  James  Ennoe  his  estate  is  to  be  delivered  to  his  children  forthwith 
they  engageing  to  sattisfy  &  pay  his  the  sayd  James  Ennoe’s  Just  debts  to  the  respective  creditors.” 

1691.  P  22  “Josiah  Wolcott’s  Booke”  (Old  Account  Book  in  Connecticut  Historical  Library  at  Hart¬ 
ford)  : 

Debits:  1691 :  James  Enoe  Senier  is  Dr.  £  s  d 

June  To  soe  much  Brought  from  Led  ffo.  2  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .2-5-11 

92:  To  1  lb  Raysons  &  Rum  for  his  ffunerall  ........  0-13-01 

July  To  1  qut  of  Rum  to  ye  Widows  ord.  .........  0-  1-03 

Widow  Enoe  is  Dr.  £3-  0-03 

0-  3-  3H 

2-4-10  £5-&-4  lA 


June,  94:  To  5  lbs  Sugr  :  &  Silke 
96:  To  Lutestring,  Allamoat,  &c 
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Credits:  1691,  Nov.  24  By  pr  1  Barr11  of  tarr,  of  Higley  .......  £0-13-  4 

By  his  sonn  James  Enos  accolt  below  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  •  •  .2-5-8 

June:87  By  20J-2  yds  of  Saebing  at  2ld  .........  1-15-1032 

By  Cornelius  Gyllet  pd  in  Saebing  .  .  .  .  .  .  •  •  •  .0-14-6 


CHILDREN 

(first  two  bom  probably  in  England  by  first  wife;  last  three  bom  at  Windsor,  by  second  wife) 

1.  - b. - ;  d.  1648 

2.  - b. - ;  d.  1648 

“James  Enno’s  two  children  died  in  1648  at  Windsor,”  says  the  pastor’s  record. 

3.  SARAH  b.  June  15,  1649;  m.  Apl.  11,  1667,  Benijah  Holcomb;  she  d.  Apl.,  1732,  ae  83  he  d.  June  25,  1736,  ae  92  9  ch 

They  lived  in  Windsor.  She  was  bp.’when  two  days  old.  He  was  son  of  her  step  mother;  hence  they  were 
brought  up  together. 

4.  JAMES  b.  Oct.  30,  1651;  m.  Dec.  26,  1678,  Abigail  Bissell  (see  below) 

5.  JOHN  b.  Dec.  2,  1654;  m.  May  10,  1681,  Mary  Dibble  4  ch 

They  married  “he  in  his  27,  she  in  her  17  yr".  They  were  early  inhabitants  of  Simsbury. 


JAMES  ENO 

ABIGAIL  BISSELL 
b.  July  6,  1661 
d.  March,  1728,  x  67 


b.  Oct.  30,  1651 

m.  Dec.  2,  1678 
d.  July  16,  1714 
x  63 


1661,  July  6.  Vol.  II,  p  78  Stiles:  Abigail  Bissell 
was  born  on  her  parents  farm  at  Windsor  at  a  time 
when  her  coming  husband  was  approaching  his 
tenth  birthday  in  the  same  town.  She  grew  up  in 
and  spent  her  life  in  Windsor,  marrying  at  the 
early  age  of  seventeen. 

1700,  Dec.  3.  Vol.  VII,  p  8  P  Ct:  Her  father 
Samuel  Bissell  Sen’r  of  Windsor  says  in  his  will: 
“  I  give  to  my  two  daughters  Abigaile  and  Mary, 
which  are  already  marryed,  £20  to  each  besides 
what  they  have  already  had.” 

1709,  June  24.  Her  husband  James  Enno  says 
in  his  will;  ‘‘I  do  also  hereby  order  ordain  and 
appoint  my  Loving  wife  Abigaill  with  my  son 
James  sole  executors  of  this  my  will.”  Also,  ‘‘I 
give  unto  Abigail  my  dear  and  Loving  wife  one 
third  part  of  all  my  moveable  estate.”  Also,  ‘‘my 
homestead  and  lands  on  both  sides  the  way  during 
her  life,”  as  well  as  ‘‘a  lott  in  the  Great  Meadow 
which  was  Father  Bissell’s,  about  four  acres.” 

1715,  June  14.  Vol.  VII,  p  405  C  C:  ‘‘John 
Bissell  of  Windsor  Plaintiff,  John  Pettibone  of 
Symsbury,  Abigail  Ennos  and  James  Ennos  of 
Windsor  defendents,  in  a  plea  of  debt  due  by  an 
arbitration  bond  dated  Apl.  3,  1712  for  £10.”  The 
jury  finds  for  the  plaintiff. 


1651,  Oct.  30.  Vol.  II,  p  241  Stiles:  James  Eno 
was  born  at  Windsor,  Conn.,  in  the  early  day  when 
white  men  had  been  there  hardly  for  fifteen  years. 

1651,  Nov.  2.  Vol.  I,  p  10  B  M  D:  ‘‘James 
Enno,  son  of  James  Enno  was  Baptized  Novembr: 
2d:1651.” 

1673,  Winter.  Vol.  I,  p  207  Stiles:  James  is  now 
twenty  two  while  his  brother  John  is  but  nineteen, 
yet  they  both  join  their  father  in  a  petition,  with 
twenty  four  other  citizens  of  Windsor,  to  the 
‘‘Governor  &  Counsell”  protesting  that  “what 
hath  been  publiqly  preached  and  asserted  in  the 
pulpit  by  Mr.  Chauncey  as  that  our  minister  is 
noe  mynister  of  Christ  and  can  exspecte  no  bless¬ 
ings  in  his  labours  thereby  discouraging  persons 
in  attending  ordynances  under  his  administray- 
tions”  .... 

1674/5,  Jan’y  16.  Vol.  I,  p  10  TV:  “Given  at 
a  towne  meet;ng  of  ye  inhabitants  .of  Simsbury  to 
James  Eno,  his  heirs  and  assigns  forever,  foure 
acres  of  land  on  the  west  syd  of  his  marsh  joyning 
to  ye  other  upland  given  by  the  towne  to  his 
father.”  Thus  before  the  age  of  23  James  was  be¬ 
ginning  to  acquire  property,  his  interests  extend¬ 
ing  into  Simsbury,  ten  miles  w'est  of  Windsor.  He 
acquired  quite  a  lot  of  land  both  through  purchase 
and  through  gifts  and  inheritance  from  his  father. 
His  will  shows  that  he  owrned  also  a  part  of  the 
grist  mill  at  Pequonnock.  He  grew'  up  to  be  a  man 
of  sound  judgment,  as  well  as  a  man  of  property, 
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1716,  May.  Vol.  VI,  P  C,  No  447b:  In  the  above 
case  John  Pettibone  was  husband  of  Mary  Bissell, 
sister  of  Abigail  Eno,  and  he  and  Abigail  Eno’s 
son  James  were  executors  of  Samuel  Bissell’s 
estate,  part  of  which  is  still  questioned,  16  years 
after  his  death,  by  his  grandson  John  Bissell.  The 
three  defendants  now  take  the  case  to  the  General 
Court,  praying  for  a  return  to  them  of  the  £10 
bond.  This,  however,  is  the  endorsement:  “Nega- 
tived  in  the  lower  house.  Negatived  in  the  uper 
house.” 

1721/2,  Feb’y  2.  Vol.  IX,  p  115  P  Ct:  Abigail 
X  Enno  is  witness  to  the  will  of  Peter  Browne  of 
Windsor. 

1728,  March.  GSR:  It  was  during  the  month 
of  March,  according  to  the  gravestone  at  Windsor, 
shown  above,  that  Abigail  Eno,  widow,  who  had 
lived  fourteen  years  after  her  husband’s  death, 
passed  away.  It  must  be  right,  though  her  inven¬ 
tory  says  death  was  on  April  19.  She  was  buried 
in  the  Simsbury  old  burying  ground,  as  the  stone 
says.  She  attained  the  age  of  67  while  her  husband 
reached  63. 

1728,  Apl.  2.  Vol.  X,  p  190  P  Ct,  Hartford: 
“This  Court  grants  administration  on  the  estate 
of  Abigail  Enno  Late  of  Windsor  deceased  unto 
Joseph  Case  of  Symsbury  provided  bond  be  Given; 
the  said  Case  gave  bond  accordingly  as  the  Law 
directs  &  took  letter  of  administration  thereby. 
Samuell  Enno  appeals  from  this  Judgment  to  the 
Superior  Court  to  be  holden  in  Hartford  in  Sep¬ 
tember  next.” 

1728,  April  20.  Vol.  XII,  p  164  P  Ct,  Hartford: 
“The  testimony  of  Mary  Pettibone,  the  wife  of 
Lieut.  John  Pettibone,  and  Sarah  Humphreys, 
the  wife  of  Deacon  John  Humphreys,  and  Deborah 
Pettibone,  the  wife  of  Stephen  Pettibone,  all  of 
lawfull  age,  is  as  foloeth:  that  we  being  att  the 
now  dwelling  house  of  Joseph  Cornish  in  Syms¬ 
bury  to  se  the  Widdow  Abigail  Enno,  the  wife  of 
James  Enno,  late  of  Windsor  decest,  in  the  time 
of  her  sickness,  and  she  supposed  her  sickness  to 
be  dangrus,  she  called  us  all  three  to  bare  witness 
that  she  did  give  to  her  fouer  daughters  all  my 
weareing  apparrell  equally  to  be  divided  amongst 
them.  And  I  do  give  to  my  dafter  Suzanna  my 
silver  bodkin.  Also,  give  to  my  fouer  dauters  my 
two  feather  beds  with  all  the  furniture  belonging 


as  shown  by  the  many  estates  he  was  called  upon 
to  appraise  and  settle. 

1674/5,  Jan.  28.  Vol.  I,  p  11  T  V,  Simsbury: 
"At  a  town  meeting  of  the  inhabitants  of  Sims¬ 
bury  given  to  James  Enno  a  certain  tract  of  land 
in  ye  mountain  lyeing  adjacent  to  his  marsh  on 
the  west  side  of  ye  said  marsh  which  ye  said  Enno 
bought  of  Jonathan  Gillyt  Semr,  of  Windsor.  The 
grant  was  that  ye  sd  Enno  should  prosecut  the 
outsyd  lyne  next  the  hill  till  he  come  to  the  south¬ 
erly  end  of  ye  sd  marsh  and  there  to  end  his 
measur;  and  from  thence  to  turne  ye  squar 
easterly  to  ye  marsh.  This  said  tract  of  land  within 
this  compass  was  given  to  ye  sd  Enno.” 

1675,  Dec.  29.  War  Docs,  fol.  I,  State  Archives: 
That  James  Eno  was  a  soldier  in  the  swamp  fight 
in  King  Philip’s  War  is  evidenced  by  the  petition 
of  1705  following.  The  Swamp  fight  was  in  Rhode 
Island,  at  the  headquarters  of  the  Narragansetts, 
a  small  distance  S.  W.  of  the  village  of  Kingston, 
Washington  County.  The  Connecticut  troops 
were  made  up  of  300  white  men  and  150  Mohegan 
and  Pequod  Indians  divided  into  five  Companies 
under  Major  Robert  Treat  (later  Governor  and 
son  of  our  Richard  Treat  of  the  Charter).  James 
Eno  was  in  Capt.  S.  Marshall’s  Regiment,  as 
shown  by  the  marble  stone  at  his  grave  in  Wind¬ 
sor.  Simsbury  suffered  terribly  in  this  war,  the 
Indians  burning  it  to  the  ground  in  toto,  Mch.  26, 
1676.  Forty  families,  all  there  were,  deserted  the 
place  till  the  war  was  over. 

1678,  Dec.  2.  Vol.  I,  L  R,  back  leaf,  Windsor: 
“James  sonn  of  James  Enno  and  Abigail  dafter  of 
Samuell  Bissell  ware  maried  Desember  2,  1678  by 
Captain  Newbury.”  James  is  now  27  and  Abigail 
is  17.  John,  the  younger  brother  of  James  married 
three  years  later,  and  by  strange  coincidence  it  was 
at  the  same  ratio  of  ages,  he  27  and  she  17. 

Dr.  Increase  Mather,  President  of  Harvard 
College,  about  this  time,  gives  this  picture  of  New 
England  Society  which  these  young  people  had  to 
face:  “The  body  of  the  rising  generation  is  a  poor, 
perishing,  unconverted,  and  (except  the  Lord 
pour  down  his  spirit)  an  undone  generation. 
....  Many  are  profane,  drunkards,  lascivious, 
scoffers,  despisers,  disobedient.”  (Not  very  allur¬ 
ing  for  “the  good  old  times.”  His  son  Dr.  Cotton 
Mather  preaching  in  1706  on  “The  Good  old  way” 
gives  no  brighter  picture  of  his  times.) 
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to  them,  only  reserveing  to  Samuell  Enno  the  use 
of  one  fcther  bed  and  bolster,  one  coverlid,  one 
blanket  and  one  pair  of  sheets  for  the  space  of  one 
year  in  case  he  doth  not  marrey,  and  then  to  be 
delivered  up  unto  the  dafters;  and  in  case  he  doth 
marray  within  one  year,  then  to  deliver  it  up  to 
the  dafters.  Furthermore,  1  give  to  my  fouer 
daughters  all  my  in  dowers  mooveables,  to  be 
equally  divided  amongst  them.  Furthermore,  I 
give  all  my  out  dore  mooveables,  stock  and  lands 
unto  all  my  children,  sons  and  daughters,  to  be 
equally  devided  amongst  them  after  my  just  debts 
and  funeral  debts  are  paid.  And  we  do  further 
testifie  that  all  the  time  she  made  this  disposal  of 
hur  estate  in  this  manner  as  above  said,  she  was 
well,  to  our  judgements,  both  in-aiind  and  mem¬ 
ory.  As  witness  our  hands  this  20th  day  of  April, 
1728.  Mary  Pettibone 

Sarah  X  Humphrey 
Deborah  X  Pettibone” 
“And  further  the  deponents  do  testifie  and  say 
that  the  foregoing  words  in  wrighting  and  verball 
will  was  fully  declared  by  the  sd  Abigail  Enno,  and 
without  any  urgency  of  any  person  as  we  know  of. 
And  about  eight  or  nine  days  after  keeping  the  sd 
discourse  perfectly  in  our  minds,  we  comittcd  it  to 
wrighting  by  James  Hillior,  who  was  the  sub¬ 
scriber  thereof. 

J.  Tallcott,  Judge.” 

1728,  July  3.  Vol.  X,  p  195  P  Ct,  Hartford: 
“A  nuncupative  will  of  Abigail  Enno  was  exhibited 
in  Court  and  ordered  by  this  Court  to  lye  on  file.” 

1728, Oct.  1.  P201Do:  “Inventory  is  exhibited 
by  Joseph  Case,  Administrator.  Ordered  recorded 
and  kept  on  file.” 

1728, Oct.  1.  Vol.  XII,  p  165  PCt,  Hartford:  “An 
Inventory  of  the  Estate  of  the  Widow  Abigail 
Eno  late  of  Windsor  deceased: 

One  petticoat  1  £,  a  black  mantua  1  £  12s,  a 

striped  petticoat  1  £,  a  striped  mantua  1  £  8s  £5-  0-  0 
To  land  in  Great  Meadow  supposed  to  be  2 

acres  att  £8-10s  p  acre  .  .  .  .8-0-0 

11  old  Caps  8s,  a  Callico  apron  10s,  a  Scotch 

cloath  apron  5s,  three  pr  old  gloves  5s  .  1-8-0 

13  other  lines  of  personal  items  at  Windsor  .  19-  4-  1 

Thomas  More  j  £33-12-  1” 

John  Palmer  >  apprisers 
Jonathan  Gillett  J 

“An  Inventory  of  the  estate  of  Abigail  Eno  late 
of  Windsor  deceased  which  she  dyed  possessed  of 


1680,  May  13.  Vol.  I,  p  917  Stiles:  James  Eno 
is  one  of  90  to  petition  the  General  Court  to  set  off 
the  lands  on  the  East  side  of  the  Connecticut 
River  as  a  separate  township  and  society.  This 
was  the  beginning  of  East  Windsor.  Possibly  this 
signature,  though  not  probably,  may  have  been 
his  father’s. 

1682,  Dec.  28.  Vol.  II,  p  51  C  C:  “Constables 
chosen  for  Windsor,  Samuel  Cross  &  James  Enno.” 

16S3,  Oct.  29.  Vol.  IV,  p  74  C  C:  A  Jury  of  In¬ 
quest,  of  which  James  Ennoe  is  a  member,  find 
that  the  reason  why  a  boy  aged  ten  lost  his  life 
was  that,  while  his  father  was  driving  a  cart,  a 
barrel  of  water  therein  rolled  out  carrying  the  boy 
with  it,  falling  on  his  skull  and  crushing  it. 

1685/6,  Jan’y  29.  Vol.  II,  p  54  T  V:  “Listers 
chosen,  James  Enno”  and  three  others. 

1689,  Oct.  17.  Vol.  V,  p  34  C  C:  James  Eno  is 
appraiser  of  the  Estate  of  Sergt.  Josiah  Elsworth 
of  Windsor  of  amount  £665-00-00.  About  this 
time  he  was  likewise  appraiser  of  several  other 
inventories. 


1691.  P  22  “Josiah  Wolcott’s  Booke”  (old 
Ledger) : 


Debits: 

Anno  91 :  James  Enoe  Junior  Dr. 

£  s  d 

June 

To  soe  much  Brought  ffrom  old  L  0-  2-10H 

Oct  29 

To  penestone  &  Linen  to  him 

1-  2-  0 

July 

To  1  :  quart  of  Rum  at 

0-  1-  3 

July 

To  6  :  Sb  Sicbo  at  1  J£d 

0-0-9 

ffebr 

To  5-,J6d  Sugar  at  lb  is 

0-  3-  3 

To  James  Enoe  Senir  his  accotl 

2-5-8 

1693AprilTo  4  :  Yds  wr  Stuffe  at  . 

0-15-  0 

1694  Apll  To  6H  yds  fine  searge  &c 

(saibing  at  21d  yds) 

3-11-  6 

To  6  other  lines  of  items 

2-15-  8 

£10-17-11H 

Credits: 

1691 

March 

By  triming  to  that  day  pr  agreem1 

0-  5-10M 

April 

By  John  Wolcott  pr  discompt 

0-10-  0 

93  : 

By  1  bus  wheat  &  4  :  lb  fflax  pr 

Loomys  .... 

0-  9-  0 

Mch  22d  By  my  triming  this  year  6d 

0-8-0 

May 

By  9  :  yds  Saebing,  at  21d 

0-15-  9 

•V 

By  Rest  on  my  triming  bill  Mch 

0-  4-  0 

Jan’y 

By  48  yds  Girt  webb  at  4d  yd 

0-16-  0 

By  9  other  lines  of  items 

3-10-1 1H 

£6-19-  7 

transported  to  acct.  ff  25 

£3-18-  4” 

1693,  Apl.  12.  Vol.  V,  p  56  C  C:  The  Court 
makes  James  Eno  and  Deborah  Gillett  adminis¬ 
trators  of  the  estate  of  Jeremiah  Gillett  of  Wind- 
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in  Symsbury  who  Departed  this  Life  Aprill  the  sor.  James  Eno  also  appraised  the  inventory  of 
19th,  1728:  £56-12-00. 


first  of  all  to  her  wearing  apparell  a  Riding- 

whood  .......  £3-15-  0 

a  Damask  gown  1£,  a  striped  petticoats  10s,  a 

plain  cloath  petticoat  8s  ...  1-18-  0 

a  pillion  &  pillion  Cloth  15s,  a  feather  bed 

£3- 15s,  a  feather  bed  15s  .  .  .5-5-0 

4  other  lines  of  personal  effects  .  .  .4-2-6 

James  Hilyer  ]  £15-  0-  6" 

Samuel  Petti  bone  >  apprisers 
Samuel  Humphrey  Junr  J 


wardens  chosen  James  Eno”  among  four;  and  for  the 

1695/6,  Jan’y  31.  P67Do:  " 
build  a  corn  mil  and  sawmil  upon  the  mil  brock. 


1694,  Apl.  4.  P  69  Do:  “James  Enoe  acknowl¬ 
edged  a  Judgment  against  himselfe  for  eleven  & 
fower  pence  wth  necessary  cost.  Three  shillings 
due  to  Mr.  Wm  Gibbons.” 

1694,  Sept.  6.  P  71  Do:  James  Enno  is  ap¬ 
pointed  by  the  Court  to  assist  Mary  Bissell  ad¬ 
ministrator  of  her  husband  Jacob  Bissell’s  estate  of 
£166-16-09. 

1694/5,  Feb’y  18.  Vol.  II,  p  66  T  V:  “Also  way 
next  two  years  he  was  reflected  to  the  same  office. 


Also  it  was  voted  that  Samuel  barber  and  iames  Eno  shal  have  liberty  to 

99 


1696,  Sept.  3.  Vol.  V,  p  113  C  C:  James  Enoe  is  on  the  jury  at  Hartford,  24  cases  coming  before  the 
Court.  During  the  next  nine  years  he  served  on  the  same  jury  at  least  five  times. 

1697/8,  Feb’y  27.  Vol.  VI,  p  49  C  C:  He  helps  to  take  the  inventory  of  the  estate  of  our  Jonathan 
Gillett. 

1698,  Apl.  13.  P  35  Do:  He  is  made  overseer  of  the  estate  of  Daniel  Birge  of  Windsor,  amounting  to 
£254-07-00. 


1698,  Apl.  23.  Vol.  VII,  p  8  P  Ct,  Hartford:  Samuel  Bissell  appoints  son-in-law  James  Enno,  admin¬ 
istrator  of  his  estate  in  codicil  -  his  oldest  living  son  Samuel,  “son  of  my  hope,”  having  died  the  month 
before. 


1699/1700,  Mch.  14.  Vol.  II,  p  79  T  V:  “The  Comitte  on  ye  south  side  ye  Little  River  were  James 
Enoe”  among  five. 

1700.  Vol.  V/2,  p  10  T  V,  Simsbury:  In  “the  minister’s  rate  for  the  year  1700”  seventy  six  citizens  are 
taxed.  James  Enno  has  a  small  property  there  and  pays  £00-01-03  tax.  In  1701  his  property  was  assessed 
at  only  £5  on  which  he  paid  a  town  tax  of  06d.  This  indicates  that  he  did  not  improve  his  Simsbury  land. 


1700,  Dec.  16.  Vol.  VI  I,  p  4  C  C:  James  Enno  and  Samuel  Pettibone  exhibit  the  last  will  of  their  father- 
in-law  Samuel  Bissell. 


1700/1,  Mch.  6.  Vol.  VI,  p  165  CC:  James  Enno  and  Nathaniel  Phelps  appear  in  Court  and  agree  to 
pay  a  fine  of  Joshua  Bissell’s  for  “breaking  into  a  Dwelling  House,”  amounting  to  £5,  “within  a  month.” 

1704,  Mch.  28.  Vol.  II,  p  93  T  V:  “Perambulators  chosen  were  betwixt  Windsor  &  Hartford  on  the 
East  side  the  Great  River.”  There  were  two  for  this  side,  two  for  the  west  side  and  then  “for  the  West 
Bounds  James  Enos.” 

1705,  May.  Vol.  I,  p  225  Stiles:  He  is  the  J.  Enno  who  is  one  of  the  1 1  petitioners,  who  believe  them¬ 
selves  sole  survivors  of  the  Swamp  fight,  for  a  grant  of  land  for  services  in  King  Philip’s  War  (1675)  - 
“being  the  sole  survivors  of  the  Swamp  Fight.” 

1706,  Dec.  17.  Vol.  II,  p  97  T  V:  “James  Enooe  Sen’r  and  Jonathan  Broon  to  be  fence  viewers  for  ye 
Land  on  the  North  side  ye  Mill  Brooke.” 

1707,  Apl.  8.  Vol.  VII,  p  5  C  C:  James  Eno  is  on  the  county  jury  at  Hartford  and  he  serves  again  on 
Dec.  5,  1710  and  Nov.  18,  1712. 

1709,  June  24.  Vol.  IX,  p  11  P  Ct,  Hartford:  “The  Last  Will  and  Testament  of  James  Enno  Senr  late 
of  Windsor  deceased.  I  James  Enno  Senr  of  Windsor,  being  at  this  time  of  a  sound  Judgment  and  perfect 
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memory,  and  of  disposing  mind  do  make  this  my  last  will  and  Testament  for  the  disposing  of  that  estate 
which  hath  pleased  God  to  bestow  upon  me.  I  give  unto  my  eldest  son  James  Enno  my  right  and  Title 
to  that  part  of  the  house  and  homestead  where  said  James  now  Dwells,  which  pertained  to  me  of  my 
father  Bissell’s;  also  a  litt  of  near  four  acres  in  great  meadow  which  was  formerly  belonging  to  Nathaniel 
Phelps;  also  a  piece  of  Swamp  Land  with  upland  adjoining,  all  20  acres  more  or  less;  and  also  my  part  of 
the  Great  mill  at  Pohquanuck. 

“Item  I  give  to  my  son  William  Enno  one-third  part  of  all  my  Lands  within  the  bounds  of  Symsbury, 
and  two  parcels  lying  in  Windsor  Limits  (the  one  on  Wash  Brook  which  lyeth  in  partnership  with  Benajah 
Holcomb  Senr  and  about  seven  acres  called  Plumb  tree  swamp).  These  forementioned  parcels  of  land 
as  aforesaid  one-third  part  on  an  equall  division  to  William  onely  he,  in  the  Marsh  Lott,  is  to  take  his 
part  at  the  southerly  end  where  his  house  and  barn  standeth. 

“Item  I  give  unto  my  son  John  one-third  part  of  my  lands  in  the  limits  of  Symsbury  and  of  my  part 
in  land  at  Wash  Brook  and  Plumb  tree  swamp  above  mentioned,  on  an  equall  Division. 

“Item  Also  I  give  unto  my  son  Samuel  one-third  part  of  the  land  above  mentioned,  to  be  divided  be¬ 
tween  him  and  his  two  Brothers,  William  and  John. 

“  I  give  also  to  my  youngest  son  David  my  lot  which  I  bought  of  Samuel  Farnsworth,  known  by  the 
name  of  Timm’s  lott,  and  also  my  land  in  second  meadow,  about  four  acres  and  my  lot  on  the  Mill  Brook. 

“Item  I  give  unto  Abigail  my  dear  and  Loving  wife  one  third  part  of  all  my  moveable  Estate  to  be  at 
her  own  dispose  for  ever,  and  also  a  lott  in  the  Great  Meadow  which  was  Father  Bissell’s,  about  4  acres, 
to  be  at  her  dispose  forever;  and  also  all  my  homestead,  housing  and  orchards;  both  that  on  which  1  dwell 
and  the  lott  which  I  bought  of  Josiah  Gillett,  with  the  lands  on  the  West  side  of  the  way,  I  give  to  my 
wife  dureing  her  natural  life.  The  other  two  thirds  of  the  moveable  estate  to  be  at  present  preserved  in 
my  wifes  hand  to  pay  unto  my  two  daughters  twenty  pownds  apiece,  when  they  marry  or  are  come  of 
age.  That  is  to  say  Mary  and  Susannah. 

"I  do  also  hereby  order,  ordain  and  appoint  my  Loving  wife  Abigaill  with  my  son  James  sole  Executor 
of  this  my  Last  will  &  Testament.  I  give  to  my  wife  besides  her  Thirds  within  mentioned  one  Featherbed 
with  the  Furniture  forever.  Also  my  homsted  and  Lands  on  both  sides  the  way  which  is  to  my  wife  during 
her  life,  I  give  to  my  three  sons  William  Enno  and  John  and  Samuel  after  my  wifes  decease,  which  lands 
shall  be  divided  among  them,  onely  in  the  division  John  and  Samuel  shall  have  each  of  them  Ten  pounds 
a  piece  more  than  William  for  the  reason  in  that  said  William  hath  a  house  and  barn  partly  built  to  his 
hand,  and  when  these  my  three  sons  come  into  possession  of  the  houseing  and  Lands  here  at  home  they 
shall  pay  to  their  four  sisters  Anne  &  Abigail,  Mary  &  Susannah  Ten  pounds  apiece. 

Witness:  John  Moore  Senr.  James  Enno” 

Job  Drake  Senr. 

1711,  Aug.  8.  Vol.  V,  p  262  G  C,  Ptd:  At  a  Meeting  of  the  War  Council  in  New  Haven,  “Mr.  Roger 
Woolcott,  commissary  for  this  Colony  upon  the  present  expedition  against  Canada,”  presented  51  names 
of  Windsor  people  who  had  furnished  “goods  and  stores”  and  “service”  for  the  campaign.  James  Er.o  is 
in  this  list  at  £1-02-00.  This  Roger  Wolcott  (governor  of  Connecticut  1751-54)  was  apprenticed  to  “old 
Mr.  Eno”  to  learn  the  trade  of  weaver. 

1714,  July  16.  Vol.  II,  p  89  B  M  D:  “James  Enno  Senr  Dyed  July  16:1714.”  He  was  buried  in  the 
burying  ground  at  Windsor  where  a  white  marble  stone  shows  his  service  in  King  Philip’s  War  and  where 
a  veteran’s  flag  decorates  the  grave  on  every  memorial  day.  His  wife  lived  for  14  years  longer  and  was 
buried  in  Simsbury  according  to  the  brownstone  tablet  erected  at  Windsor  by  their  son  Samuel.  James 
Eno  2d  attained  the  age  of  63,  six  years  longer  than  his  father. 

1714,  Aug.  5.  Vol.  IX,  p  12  P  Ct,  Hartford:  “An  Inventory  of  the  Estate  of  James  Enno  Senr  late  of 
Windsor  deceased : 

Imprs.  Ackersy  Coat  mixt  32s,  loose  ditarb  2s,  dito  old  28s,  black  sargo  wastcoat  1£,  white  dito  12s  £  5-18-00 

In  Parlour  or  back  room  spotted  shagg  rugg,  Feather  bed,  bedsted,  rope  curtains,  pr  Sheets, 
bolster  &  pillows 


10-00-00 


* 
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To  a  yarn  &  tape  loome  2s,  tallow  &  candles  10s,  old  mare  12s,  Sorreld  horse  45s,  a  dun  horse  5  £  10s 
mare  &  colt  55s,  2  oxen  7£,  4  Cows  S£-5s,  1  do  50s,  2  steers  5£,  2  heifers  84s,  2  yearlings  48s, 

2  Calves  22s 

5  swine  74s,  5  sheep  25s,  in  bills  as  money  4£,  oxehide  12s,  another  hide  3s  • 

Lands:  In  2d  meadow  4  acres  p  odd  measure  27£,  10  acres  called  Timm's  lot  50£,  19  acres  on  Mill 

Brooke  20  £  .  ■  •  •  •  •  ■  • 

One  parcel!  house  lott,  housing  barn  &  orchard  65£,  lott  called  Josia  Gillett  land  and  housing  33£ 
8  across  the  way  40£,  land  under  the  mountain,  vizt,  Marsh  <St  other  Land  adjovning  120£ 
one  piece  called  the  Island  near  Scotland  10£,  more  55  acres  20  £,  12  acres  at  plumb  tree  swamp  3£ 
about  36  acres  at  Wash  Brook  1S£,  a  lott  near  4  acres  in  Great  meadow  24  £ 
part  of  a  house  &  land  where  James  Enno  lives  10£,  about  23  acres  Swamp  &  upland  adjoyning 

23£,  also  about  4  acres  in  great  meadow  24£ . 

25  lines  of  other  household  and  farm  items . 

Part  of  a  Fulling  mill  (not  priced) 

Cornelius  Brown,  John  Palmer 


£  8-09-10 

33-  4-00 
9-14-00 

97 -CO -00 
93-00-00 
160-00-00 
33-00-00 
42-00-00 

57-00-00 

88-01-08 


£642-  7-  6" 


1714,  September  6.  Vol.  VIII,  p  213  P  Ct:  “Abigail  Enno  and  James  Enno  Jr.,  of  Windsor,  exhibited 
now  in  this  Court  the  last  will  of  James  Enno  Senr  deceased.  Mr.  John  Moore,  one  of  the  witnesses,  now 
sworn  (the  other  witness  to  the  sd  will  being  departed  this  life).  The  will  was  proven  and  approved  and 
allowed.  Joseph  Case  and  Samuel  Humphrey  of  Symsbury,  and  Samuel  Phelps  of  Windsor  (sons-in-law 
of  the  sd  deed),  being  dissatisfied  with  the  decree  of  this  Court  in  approving  and  allowing  the  sd  will, 
appealed  therefrom  unto  the  Superior  Court.” 

1714/15,  Feb’y  7.  P  237  Do:  “Samuel  Enno,  a  minor  about  19  years  of  age,  chose  Joseph  Case  to  be 
his  guardian.” 

1719,  July  7.  Vol.  IX,  p  10S  Do:  “David  Enno,  a  minor  17  years  of  age,  son  of  James  Enno,  made 
choice  of  Samuel  Phelps  to  be  his  guardian.” 


CHILDREN 


(all  born  in  Windsor,  Ct.) 


1. 


2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 


SERGT.  JAMES  b.  Sept.  23,  1679;  m  (1)  Apl.  15,  1703,  Mary  Grant;  he  d.  1764,  ae  85  she  d.  Mch.  6, 
1704/5,  ae  27  (filfcfrE) 

He  m  (2)  July  15,  1708,  Hannah^Phelps  and  had  6  children.  She  died  Mch.,  1728.  They  resided  in  Windsor 
and  Union,  Ct. 


ANNE  b.  Apl.  10,  1682;  m.  Apl.  6,  1699,  Joseph  Case;  she  d.  June  10,  1760,  ae  78  he  d.  Aug.  11,  1748,  x  74 
They  lived  in  Simsbury;  were  parents  of  Rev.  Benajah  Case,  Y.  C.  1733. 


LT.  WILLIAM  b.  Jan’y  5,  16S4;  m.  1709,  Mary  North;  he  d.  1763,  ae  79  she  d. 

They  lived  in  Simsbury.  Descendants  settled  in  Massachusetts.  Were  members  of  the  Church  of  England. 


ABIGAIL  b.  Mch.  1,  1686/7;  m.  Apl.  3,  1707,  Lt.  Samuel  Phelps;  she  d.  June,  1750,  ae  83  he  d.  bef.  1749, 
ae  a  74 

They  lived  in  Windsor;  his  estate,  £339-184)4. 

MARY  b.  May  5,  1691;  m.  Lt.  Samuel  Humphrey;  she  d.  bef.  husband  he  d.  June  15,  1736,  x  80 
They  lived  in  Simsbury.  He  left  estate  of  £228-03-07. 


JOHN  b.  Jan’y  5,  1693/4;  probably  died  young. 

CAPT.  SAMUEL  b.  July  7,  1696;  m.  Dec.  24,  1735,  Eunice  Marshall;  he  d.  Aug.  17,  1773,  ae  82  she  d. 
May  7,  1792,  ae  83 

They  resided  in  Windsor.  He  helped  to  build  free  bridge  in  1749  over  the  Tunxis  R;  was  deputy,  justice  &c. 
He  wrote  the  historic  inscription  on  the  Eno  tablet  in  the  Old  Windsor  Burying  ground.  Eunice  his  wife 
"took  upon  herself  to  exhort  and  preach  Baptist  doctrines;  was  ordered  to  desist,  but  not  obliging,  was 
(although  pregnant  at  the  time)  thrown  into  jail”. 


8.  SUSANNAH  b.  May  16,  1699;  m. - 

9.  DAVID  b.  Aug.  12,  1702;  m.  Oct.  20,  1726,  Mary  Gillett  (see  below) 


1  ch 
6  ch 


8  ch 

9  ch 
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DAVID  ENO 

MARY  GILLETT 
b.  Feb’y  29,  1702/3 
d.  Nov.  23,  1760,  a*  58 


b.  Aug.  12,  1702 

nr  Oct.  20,  1726 
d.  June,  1745 
ae  43 


1702,  Aug.  12.  Vol.  I,  pl2BMD:  “Davidson 
of  James  Enno  was  born  August :12th:  1702.” 
David  was  the  youngest  of  nine  children  all  born 
at  Windsor  where  his  father  lived  and  died.  It  is 
probable  that  he  was  brought  up  in  the  homestead 
at  Windsor  until  somewhere  near  the  tiine  when 
he  married  and  moved  to  Simsbury  to  build  up  his 
own  estate;  and  it  is  possible  that  this  marks  the 
time  when  his  mother  moved  to  Simsbury  where 
four  at  least  of  her  children  were  settled. 

1709,  June  24.  David’s  father  James  Eno  makes 
his  will  when  David  is  only  seven  years  old,  leav¬ 
ing  “to  my  youngest  son  David”  a  piece  known 
as  Timm’s  Lot,  also  4  acres  of  meadow  and  “my 
lot  on  the  Mill  Brook.”  These  lots  are  all  in 
Windsor  and  they  came  to  him  in  1714  when  his 
father  died. 

1719,  July  7.  Vol.  IX,  p  108  P  Ct,  Hartford: 
“David  Enno,  a  minor  17  years  of  age,  made 
choice  of  Samuel  Phelps  to  be  his  guardian.” 
Samuel  Phelps  was  his  brother-in-law  of  Windsor. 

1726,  Oct.  20.  Vol.  Ill,  p  251  L  R,  Simsbury: 
“  David  Enno  and  Mary  Gillet  ware  Maried  Oct 
ye  20,  1726.”  He  is  now  24  and  she  is  23.  This 

— - — -  marks  perhaps  the  time  approximately  when 

David  moved  from  Windsor  to  Simsbury.  He  built  the  house  probably  where  they  set  up  housekeeping 
and  which  was  located,  says  Henry  Lane  Eno,  on  the  present  site  of  Averit  Wilcox’s  house  in  Simsbury. 
The  following  document  is  the  only  one  we  know  of  that  proves  the  parentage  of  David’s  wife  Mary. 
William  Gillett  is  still  alive;  but  his  son-in-law  David  Enno  is  fighting  his  battles  for  him. 


1702/3,  Feb’y  29.  GSR:  Mary  Gillett  was 
born  at  Simsbury  an  only  girl  with  three  brothers 
all  of  whom  she  outlived  by  a  quarter  of  a  century. 
When  she  was  16  she  had  passed  through  the  sad 
experience  of  losing  father  and  two  brothers  all  in 
the  same  month.  When  18  her  mother  married 
again  and  when  23  she  herself. 

“So,  with  decorum  all  things  carry ’d; 

Miss  frown’d,  and  blush’d,  and  then  was  - 
married.”  -  Goldsmith. 

1746,  Sept.  2.  The  Court  appoints  “Mary  Eno 
widow”  administrator  of  her  soldier  husband’s 
estate  and  Andrew  Robe  of  Simsbury  signs  her 
bond  of  £400  security. 

1760,  Nov.  23.  Vol.  IV,  p  151  L  R,  Simsbury: 
“The  widow  Mary  Enos  Departed  this  Life  Nov. 
23,  1760.”  A  tombstone  in  the  Simsbury  grave¬ 
yard  has  this  inscription:  “Mary  Eno  died  Nov. 
23,  1760,  act. 58. born  Feb.  29,  1702.” 


1727,  Apl.  4.  Vol.  X,  p  151  P  Ct,  Hartford:  “Azariah  Wilcoxson  moves  this  Court  he  hath  right  to  the 
estate  of  John  Sexton  (d.  Dec.  4,  1718)  by  marriage  with  one  of  his  granddaughters;  that  distribution 
may  be  ordered  on  the  real  estate  of  the  sd  deed.,  according  to  his  last  will.”  The  executor,  John  Sexton, 
appeared  in  Court,  when  the  parties  were  heard  upon  a  point  in  the  construction  of  the  will,  viz:  "  ‘Item. 
My  son  John  Sexton  shall  have  part  of  all  my  outlands,  and  the  other  %  I  give  to  be  equally  divided 
between  my  son  William  Gillet  and  my  son  Richard’s  three  daughters.’  This  Court  are  of  the  opinion 
that  the  %  of  the  undivided  lands  of  the  testator  given  as  aforesd  is  given  in  equal  parts  to  the  4  persons 
abovenamed,  to  them  or  their  heirs.  David  Enno,  who  married  one  of  the  daughters  of  William  Gillet, 
appealed  from  this  judgement  to  the  Superior  Court.” 

1727,  Aug.  4.  Vol.  Ill,  p  246  T  V,  Simsbury:  “Mary  Enno  ye  first  daughter  of  David  Enno  was  born 
Aug.  ye  4th  1727.” 

1728,  Apl.  10.  Vol.  VIII,  p  140CC:  “John  Beauchamp  of  Hartford  Plaintiff:  David  Enno  of  Symsbury 
Defendt  in  a  plea  of  debt  due  by  Book  for  2s7d  as  per  writt  dated  Mch.  22,  1727/8.”  This  action  was 
postponed  twice  and  then  the  defendant  notappearing  judgment  went  against  him  for  2s7d  &  cost  of 
suit  at  10s  lOd. 

1729,  Mch.  2.  Vol.  Ill,  p  4  T  V:  David  Enos  is  one  of  nine  citizens  of  Simsbury,  “observing  sundry 
ereguler  and  unjust  votes  acts  &  proceedings”  in  giving  away  common  and  undivided  lands,  who  now 
protest  against  such  practice.  He  was  thus  one  of  the  early  advocates  of  “Conservation  of  Natural 
Resources.” 


260 


BASSETT  GENEALOGY 


1741,  June  15.  Vol.  Ill,  p  88  Acts:  “There  is  Taken  Dammage  Feasant  &  in  the  Keeping  of  David 
Enos  a’ Chestnut  Sorild  Mare  Branded  with  Y  on  the  Left  thigh  Impounded  June  15,  1741  and  entered 
June  22,  1741.” 

1745,  June.  Vol.  II,  p  242  Stiles:  David  Eno  lays  down  his  life  for  his  Country  in  the  Cape  Breton 
campaign.  He  died  intestate  at  43  years  of  age.  In  this  campaign  Louisbourg  the  French  stronghold  was 
captured  by  New  England  Colonists  fighting  for  England  in  the  French-Englis’n  war.  Louisbourg  sur¬ 
rendered  on  June  17,  1745  -  just  30  years  before  the  battle  of  Bunker  Hill.  Lieut.  Gen.  Wm  Pepperrell  in 
supreme  command  of  the  Colony  forces,  said  he  believed  “such  ruins  were  never  seen  before,  which  was 
not  to  be  wondered  at,  as  9,000  cannon  balls  and  600  bombs  had  been  thrown  into  it  before  it  surrendered.” 

1746,  Sept.  1.  Vol.  XV,  p  60  P  Ct,  Hartford:  “An  Inventory  of  the  Estate  of  David  Eno  of  Symsbury 
Deceased,  as  Delivered  to  us  the  Subscribers  being  under  oath: 

first  of  all  his  money  .....•••••• 

a  broad  chisell  7s  6d,  narrow  do  5s  6d,  to  swine  £3-10s,  to  swine  2£  10s 
1  Swine  l£,  To  small  platters  18s,  To  plates  12s,  old  plates  6s,  old  bason  9s  . 

Small  bason  2s,  a  Rasor  5s,  feather  Bed  4£  2s,  feather  boalster  12s 
Great  bedstead  &  Cord  15s,  Truckcl  Bed  2£,  2  sheats  25s,  a  blanket  8s,  old  sive  4s 
powdering  tub  4s,  a  Wasting  tub  Is  6 d,  7  Run  of  fine  linen  yarn  14s  6 d 
8  other  lines  of  household  things 

James  Hillier 
Daniel  Addams 

The  real  estate  is  not  listed.  Evidently  there  was  considerable  of  it  for  the  bond  required  of  the  adminis¬ 
trator  was  £400. 

1746,  Sept.  2.  P  22  Do:  “This  Court  grant  Administration  on  the  Estate  of  David  Eno  late  of  Syms- 
bury,  deceased  unto  Mary  Eno  Widow  of  sd  Dec’d  who  gave  bond  with  Andrew  Robe  of  sd  Symsbury 
of  £400  money  for  her  faithfull  administration  of  sd  Estate;  also  the  sd  Administratrix  now  exhibited  an 
Inventory  of  the  Estate  of  sd  Dec’d  upon  oath  in  maner  Accustomed.” 

1748,  Aug.  2.  P  72  Do:  “  It  was  certified  to  this  Court  by  John  Humphrey  Justice  of  peace  that  David 
Enos  a  minor  about  17  years  of  age  Son  of  David  Enos  late  of  Symsbury  Dec’d  made  choice  of  Deacon 
Michael  Humphrey  of  sd  Symsbury  to  be  his  Guardian  which  choice  this  Court  allows.  Recog.  £500 
money.” 

1749,  May  2.  P  98  Do:  “This  Court  Do  appoint  Mary  Eno  the  Widow  of  David  Eno  of  Symsbury 
Dec’d  to  be  a  guardian  to  Roger  12  years  of  age  &  Jonathan  Eno  about  9  years  of  age  &  Abigail  Eno 
about  6  years  of  age  Children  of  the  sd  Dec’d  and  the  said  Mary  Eno  &  John  Case  Jun’r  of  Symsbury 
acknowledged  themselves  to  stand  Joyntly  &  severally  bound  to  the  Judge  of  this  Court  or  his  superiors 
in  a  Recognizance  of  £100  for  each  minor  that  the  sd  Mary  shall  faithfully  discharge  the  Trust  of  guardian 
to  the  sd  Minors  during  their  minority  according  to  law.” 

1752,  February  4.  Vol.  XVI,  p  51  Do:  “Roger  Eno,  a  minor,  now  14  years  of  age,  son  of  David  Eno, 
chose  Capt.  Samuel  Eno  to  be  his  guardian.  Recog.,  £600.” 

CHILDREN 

(all  born  in  Simsbury,  Ct.) 

1.  MARY  b.  Aug.  4,  1727;  m.  Apl.  2,  1752,  Abel  Phelps;  she  d.  he  d.  1804,  ae  75 

They  lived  in  Simsbury  and  later  in  Granby,  Ct.,  where  he  was  confirmed  in  Rev.  Mr.  Viets’  church  Dec.  31, 

1764. 

2.  GEN.  ROGER  b.  1733;  m.  Mch.  10,  1763,  Jerusha  Hayden;  he  d.  Oct.  6,  1808,  ae  75  she  d.  Mch.  20,  1830 

He  was  General  in  the  Revolution.  See  vindication  of  Gen.  Roger  Enos  by  Horace  Edwin  Hayden  of  Wilkes- 
barre,  Pa.,  in  the  Magazine  of  American  History  (1S85)  Vol.  13.  Jerusha  Hayden  was  the  great  aunt  of  the 
above.  Gen.  Enos  d.  at  Colchester,  Vt.;  she  d.  at  Irasburg,  Vt.  He  was  buried  in  Burlington,  Vt.,  in  the  same 
plot  with  General  Ethan  Allen  and  his  brother  General  Ira  Allen,  who  m.  a  daughter  of  Roger  Enos.  Marriage, 


9  ch 

7  ch 
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as  suited  by  Lamb  following,  is  a  mistake.  Lamb's  Biographical  Dictionary  of  the  U.  S.  says:  "Roger  Enos, 
soldier,  served  in  the  colonial  army  in  the  French  &  Indian  War,  was  made  ensign  in  1760,  adjutant  in  1761, 
and  captain  in  Col.  Israel  Putnam’s  regiment  in  1764.  He  was  in  command  of  Arnold's  rear  guard  in  the  ex¬ 
pedition  against  Quebec  in  1775  and  becoming  separated  from  the  main  army  in  the  Maine  wilderness  he 
returned  with  his  force  to  avoid  starvation.  A  trial  by  court-martial  resulted  in  his  honorable  acquittal.  He 
was  made  Lieutenant  Colonel  of  the  16th  Connecticut  regiment  in  1776,  resigned  and  was  promoted  colonel 
in  another  regiment  in  1777,  serving  till  1779.  He  removed  to  Vermont  in  1781  and  founded  the  town  of 
Enosburg.  He  was  that  year  made  brigidier-general  in  command  of  all  the  Vermont  troops  and  headed  the 
army  supposed  to  be  opposing  the  invasion  of  the  British  from  Canada.  He  was  major-general  of  the  1st  divi¬ 
sion,  Vermont  militia,  1787-1791,  and  resigned  in  1791,  after  thirty-two  years  of  continuous  military  service. 

He  was  a  member  of  the  Vermont  Board  ol  War,  1781-92,  was  a  representative  in  the  State  Legislature,  a 
member  of  the  state  commission  to  adjust  the  troubles  with  New  Hampshire,  and  of  the  state  committee  to 
consider  the  Vermont  resolution  as  passed  by  Congress  in  1791.  He  was  married  to  a  daughter  of  Ira  Allen, 
and  their  son,  Pascal  Paoli  Enos,  became  one  of  the  four  original  proprietors  of  the  land  on  which  Springfield 
Ill.,  was  built.” 

3.  LT.  DAVID  b.  1734;  m. -  6  ch 

There  were  5  or  6  children:  (1)  David,  (2)  Elihu,  (3)  Theodosia,  (4)  Clementina,  who  m.  Mr.  Clark  and  had 
sons  and  daughters  one  of  whom  m.  Mr.  Perkins.  She  lived  in  New  York. 

4.  MERCYb.  1734 /5;m.  Dec.  12,  1754,  Capt.  John  Langdon;  she  d.  Nov.  3,  1806,  a?72  he  d.  Jan'y  5,  1791  x  62  9  ch 

She  is  No.  108  and  he  No.  107  on  New  Britain  First  Church  Roil.  They  lived  in  Hart  Quarter  close  to  Jonathan, 
below.  He  was  man  of  property  and  influence.  They  were  parents  of  Rev.  Timothy  Lankton,  Yale,  1781. 

John  Lankton  Sen'rand  Sarah  his  wife  who  both  died  in  1756,  parents  of  John  above,  have  the  oldest  stones  and 
were  the  first  to  be  buried  in  the  New  Britain  Cemetery. 

5.  CAPT.  JONATHAN  b.  Mch.  15,  1  <38,  9;  m.  Jan’y  7,  1764,  Mary  Hart  (see  below) 

6.  ABIGAIL  b.  1743 


CAPT.  JONATHAN  ENO  b.  Mch.  15,  1738/9 

MARY  HART  m.  Jan’y  7,  1764/5 

b.  Dec.  28,  1744  d.  Dec.  5,  1813 

d.  Oct.  9,  1834,  ae  90  a  75 

1744,  Dec.  28.  P  127  Andrews:  Mary  Hart  was 
born  at  the  homestead  in  Hart  Quarter,  New 
Britain,  fourteen  years  before  there  was  any  such 
name.  It  was  then  in  the  Kensington  Society  of 
Farmington.  She  was  the  5th  child  and  had  4 
older  brothers  and  four  younger  brothers  and  no 
sisters.  She  was  a  rare  pet  therefore. 

1765,  Apl.  14.  Do:  Just  ten  days  after  her  20th 
birthday  she  was  married  and  then  three  months 
thereafter,  with  her  husband,  on  this  April  day, 
she  owned  the  covenant  in  the  New  Britain 
Church,  being  XXV  in  the  list  of  XXXIV. 

1801,  July  4.  Jonathan  Eno,  her  husband,  says 
in  his  will,  “  I  give  unto  my  beloved  wife  Mary  H 
of  my  real  estate  during  her  natural  life  and  \ i  of 
my  personal  estate  to  be  hers  forever  ....  & 
also  the  riding  Carriage  &  white  Horse.”  It  was 
13  years  after  this  when  he  died  and  the  bequests 
distributed. 

1809,  Jan’y  21.  Mary  Hart  Eno’s  mother 


1738  9,  Mch.  15.  Vol.  II,  p  242  Stiles:  Jonathan 
Eno  was  born  in  Simsbury  and  before  he  was  seven 
years  old  he  was  left  an  orphan  and  at  twenty  one 
a  double  orphan.  There  were  three  boys  in  the 
family  and  it  is  notable  that,  though  their  father 
died  in  war,  the  boys  all  became  military  officers. 
His  mother  did  not  marry  again  hence  needed  the 
children’s  help  through  the  period  of  youth. 
When  she  died  in  1760  the  Simsbury  home  w'as 
probably  continued  by  one  of  the  older  sons,  while 
Jonathan  looked  elsewhere.  He  was  attracted  to 
New  Britain  doubtless  by  his  sister  Mercy’s 
family  and  in  this  way  became  acquainted  with 
Mary  Hart,  the  deacon’s  daughter,  whom  he  was 
to  marry.  But  he  was  in  no  hurry  about  it  appar* 
ently  for  he  waited  until  he  was  26  and  Mary  20 
before  having  the  knot  tied. 

1764  5,  Jan’y  7.  P  127  Andrews:  The  wedding, 
on  this  winter  day,  took  place  in  New  Britain 
probably,  at  the  Hart  home  in  Hart  quarter,  since 
there  was  no  stove,  fire-place  or  furnace  in  the 
Meeting  house.  Rev.  John  Smalley  performed  the 
ceremony  doubtless.  These  were  stirring  days  for 
weddings,  church  or  corner  store,  for  no  meeting 
occurred  in  America  where  the  hated  stamp  act 
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Abigail  Goodrich  Hart  dies  today  at  the  former’s 
home  in  Simsbury  at  the  advanced  age  of  95 
years.  She  had  lived  with  her  only  daughter  prob- 
ably  for  many  years  prior  to  her  death,  having 
outlived  her  husband  by  37  years. 

1834,  Oct.  9.  Vol.  II,  p  245  Stiles:  At  the  ripe 
age  of  90  Mary  Hart  Eno  dies  at  Simsbury.  She 
had  outlived  all  of  her  eight  brothers,  and  had 
lived  past  her  husband  by  21  years.  She  is  buried 
beside  her  husband  and  mother  at  Simsbury  where 
a  stone  marks  her  grave  inscribed:  “  In  |  memory 
of  |  Mary,  relict  of  Jonathan  Eno  |  who  died  | 
Oct.  9,  1834,  |  aged  90.  |  ” 


proposals  of  Parliament  were  not  discussed. 
Patrick  Henry,  whose  father  was  a  Scotchman 
and  whose  grandmother  was  a  cousin  of  Robert¬ 
son  the  historian,  led  the  way  in  the  first  bold  call 
to  resistance.  Said  Henry  in  the  Virginia  Assem¬ 
bly  when  the  passage  of  the  act  was  received: 
“Caesar  had  his  Brutus,  Charles  I  his  Cromwell, 

and  George  III”  - .  “Treason!  treason!” 

shouted  the  Speaker  and  the  cry  was  re-echoed 
from  the  House.  “George  III.,”  said  Henry, 
firmly,  “may  profit  by  their  example.  If  that  be 
treason,  make  the  most  of  it.’  No  one  who  has 
come  after  has  approached  him  in  ability  to  stir 
and  sway  the  passions  of  an  audience. 


1765,  Oct.  30.  Vol.  XIV,  p  110  L  R:  John  Lankton,  brother-in-law,  for  £140  money  received  of 
Jonathan  Eno  of  Farmington,  sells  to  him  one  certain  parcel  of  land  “in  the  society  of  New  Britain  and 
near  my  dwelling  house  with  a  new  house  standing  on  it  bounded  East  &  West  on  highway,  North  on  rny 
Land  which  my  Dwelling  House  stands  on  &  South  on  Elijah  Hart  Junrs  Lott  which  his  Dwelling  House 
Stands  on  &  Twenty  Five  acres  of  Land.”  This  house  was  in  Hart  Quarter  on  Lincoln  Extension  Road. 
Andrews  says  that  Jonathan  Eno  built  this  house,  but  this  record  shows  he  was  in  error  on  this  point. 
Later  it  was  occupied  by  Thomas  Gridley,  by  Capt.  Eleazur  Curtiss  and  by  Ira  Stanley  Sen  r,  and  it  was 
in  good  condition  in  1S62.  The  site  is  now  (1924)  occupied  by  the  modern  house  of  Mr.  H.  P.  Battey  and 
known  as  605  Lincoln  St. 

On  Fast  day,  1921,  the  writer  and  wife  called  on  Mr.  Henry  Williams  of  Hart  Quarter,  born  here  90 
years  a^o,  who  remembers  very  well  living  in  this  house  with  Ira  Stanley  Sen  r  in  1S43  when  thirteen  \  cars 
of  age.  The  house  was  located  about  500  feet  north  of  the  Elijah  Hart  2':  house  (now  Maurice  Stanley  s) 
on  the  same  (west)  side  of  the  street.  It  w'as  a  brown  house  in  those  days  with  a  barn  in  front  across  the 
street  and  a  barn  also  in  the  rear.  Elijah  Hart  2d  was  elder  brother  of  Mary  Hart,  wife  of  Jonathan  Eno. 
These  two  houses  together  with  the  Levi  O.  Smith  house  across  the  street  (now  Howard  S.  Platt’s  Wayside 
Farm  house)  were,  according  to  Mr.  Williams,  the  only  houses  on  Lincoln  street  extension  beyond  the 
corner  of  Shuttle  Meadow  road. 

1765  Apl.  14.  P  127  Andrews:  Jonathan  Eno  and  his  wife  of  three  months  “owned  the  covenant”  in 
the  New  Britain  church,  being  Nos.  XXIV  and  XXV  on  the  list.  In  the  entire  list  of  covenanters  there 
are  only  thirty-four.  They  attended  church  here  for  nine  years  and  then  took  letters  to  the  church  in 

Simsbury. 

1766,  Apl.  7.  Vol.  I,  p  277  T  V,  Farmington:  “Att  a  Freemans  Meeting  held  at  Farmington”  Jonathan 
Eno  was  elected  a  freeman  of  Connecticut  being  “admitted  and  sw-orn”  today  among  3S  others. 


1769,  Dec.  14.  P  297  Do:  Jonathan  Eno  is  elected  one  of  18  tythingmen  for  Farmington. 

1771,  Apl.  9.  Vol.  XVIII,  p  265  L  R,  Farmington:  Jonathan  Enos  of  Farmington,  in  consideration  of 
land  re’c’d  of  Capt  Jonathan  Lewis  &  Noah  Stanley  as  committee  for  exchanging  highways,  gives  to  the 
town  some  land  recently  bought  of  Benj.  Kilbourne. 

1771,  Apl.  17.  P  237  Do:  Samuel  Doming  sells  to  Jonathan  Eno  of  Farmington  for  £200  “two  thirds 
Parts  of  the  Grist  Mill  in  Kensington  which  is  called  Brounson’s  Mill  and  stands  upon  ye  River  called 
Mill  River,  near  ye  dwelling  of  Josiah  Brounson.” 

1772,  Dec.  14.  Vol.  I,  p  419  T  V:  “Collectors  for  ye  town  Rate”  elected  today  included  Jonathan  Eno 
among  the  six. 

1774,  Apl.  14.  Vol.  XX,  p  150  L  R:  “I  Jonathan  Enos  of  Farmington  for  £100  money  rec’d  of  Amos 
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Gridley”  do  sell  to  him  “38  acres  in  New  Britain  in  the  Blue  Hill  or  Shuttle  Meadow  Division  bounded 
E  on  20  rod  highway,  W  on  Nath  Carrington,  N  on  Jehudah  Hart  &  S  on  John  Lankton.” 

1774,  Apl.  14.  Vol.  XXI,  p  201  L  R:  Jonathan  Enos  of  Farmington  for  £280  money  rec’d  of  John 
Lankton  sells  to  him  two  pieces  of  land  in  New  Britain,  one  piece  “south  of  John  Lankton’s  Dwelling 
house  which  he  now  lives  in  with  a  House  <3c  Barn  standing  thereon’’  with  25  acres  of  land.  The  other  piece 
contains  6  acres  of  land  “on  the  N  E  part  of  John  Lankton’s  Home  Lot.” 

1774,  Apl.  27.  Vol.  12,  p  56  L  R,  Simsbury:  John  Case  sells  to  Jonathan  Enos  for  £492  the  land  and 
buildings  in  Simsbury  between  Westover’s  Plain  and  Hopemeadow,  bounded  East  on  the  River  &  westerly 
on  the  highway  containing  about  33  acres.  To  this  he  adds  much  land  by  additional  purchases.  In  the 
same  volume  his  purchases  show  £  1 ,074  paid  for  five  pieces  of  land.  The  following  description  of  the  house, 
and  one  Revolutionary  part  that  it  played,  was  written  by  Jonathan  Eno’s  granddaughter,  Emeline  Eno 
Bassette,  say  about  1885  when  she  was  80  years  old,  a  few  additional  facts  being  added  from  a  historical 
write  up  in  the  Hartford  Times  of  Nov.  30,  1914. 

“The  house  in  Simsbury  occupied  by  Chauncey  Eno  was  built  by  John  Case  in  1752  and  for  the  front 
door  of  which  he  imported  a  green  bull’s  eye.  It  was  built  of  the  finest  material  and  cost  so  much  for  those 
days  it  was  the  financial  ruin  of  said  Case  and  in  1773  Capt.  Jonathan  Eno  bought  it  and  opened  a  hotel. 
It  has  remained  in  the  Eno  family  ever  since,  and  still  stands  in  good  condition  on  the  spur  of  a  hill  that 
overlooks  the  Farmington  Valley,  one  of  the  finest  of  Simsbury’s  old  homes.  From  Jonathan  Eno  the  house 
passed  to  son  Chauncey;  to  son  Elizar  H.  Eno;  to  Chauncey  H.  Eno,  son  of  Elizar.  Aunt  Betsy  Phelps 
(Wm.  Walter  Phelps’  grandmother)  told  me  of  remembering  hearing  her  mother  tell  of  the  revolutionary 
troops  spending  a  night  there.  It  was  Lafayette’s  army  which  came  from  Winsted  to  New  Hartford  and 
thence  to  Simsbury.  Those  who  could  not  get  into  the  house  &  barns  slept  on  the  ground  in  the  fields,  and 
she  remembered  seeing  the  general  and  grandfather  Eno  carrying  the  great  iron  chest  that  held  the  war 
money  and  locking  it  into  the  parlor.  At  table  a  French  officer  became  offended  at  a  remark  of  one  of  his 
men  while  carving  and  threw  the  knife  which  fortunately  escaped  the  offender,  but  stuck  into  the  wall 
under  the  mantel  piece,  chipping  off  a  piece,  which  is  still  to  be  seen.  Grandfather  Eno  owned  large  tracts 
of  land  in  Simsbury.  He  owned  the  first  two  wheeled  carriage  in  town  and  cows  would  come  up  to  the 
fence  and  whisk  their  tails  and  caper  off  as  they  do  now  for  the  steam  cars.” 

1775,  First  Monday  of  Dec.  Vol.  4,  p  51  T  V,  Simsbury:  “At  a  Lawfull  Town  Meeting”  Jonathan  Eno 
was  chosen  one  of  17  “Fence  Viewers  for  Simsbury.”  So  again  Dec.  4,  1777. 

1779,  Apl.  13.  Vol.  14,  Nos.  2631  a  &  b,  Mil  Docs:  Jonathan  Enos  heads  petition  of  14  members,  “all 
belonging  to  ye  Troop  of  Horse  in  ye  18th  Regiment  of  Militia  of  Connecticut,”  protesting  the  election  of 
officers  of  the  troop  at  a  recent  meeting  because  of  “sundry  very  unjustyfiable  practices  made  use  off.” 
The  General  Assembly  appointed  a  committee  to  investigate  and  reported  that  the  officers  “were  clearly 
chosen”  as  reported,  whereupon  they  were  commissioned.  This  record  showing  Jonathan  Eno  an  active 
trooper  in  the  midst  of  the  Revolution  is  fair  evidence  that  he  saw  active  service  in  the  field  in  some 
capacity.  “The  Hartford  County  Commemorative  Biographical  Record”  concedes  him  to  have  been 
in  the  service,  while  the  five  State  Revolutionary  War  records  which  follow  add  color  to  his  service  in 
the  war  even  if  they  do  not  show  actual  service  on  the  march  or  battle  line. 

Shortly  after  this  Jonathan  was  elected  Captain  of  the  Company  and,  as  shown  below,  he  held  the 
Commission  until  1788  when  he  asked  to  be  relieved.  The  title  of  Captain  however  clung  to  him  through 
life. 

1779,  July  19.  Vol.  16,  Pt  2,  No.  441,  Rev.  War:  “Simsbury  19th  July  1779  Rec’d  of  Theodore  Parmele 
for  forage  five  pound  fifteen  shillings.  Rec’d  by  me  Jonathan  Enos” 

1779,  July  20.  Vol.  16,  Pt  2,  No.  435,  Rev.  War:  "Simsbury  July  20  A.  D.  1779  then  Received  of 
Lt.  Theodore  Waroner  for  one  Days  Riding  after  Desarters  four  pounds,  sixteen  shillings. 

(signed)  Jonth  Enos” 
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1779,  July  20.  Vol.  16,  Pt  2,  No.  440,  Rev.  War:  “Simsbury  July  20  A.  D.  1779  Received  of  Theodore 
Parmclcy  for  one  Night  Entertainment  and  Compancy  with  him  six  pound  sixteen  shillings. 

Jonathan  Enos” 

1779,  Dec.  15.  Vol.  16,  Pt  2,  No.  432,  Rev.  War:  In  a  bill  to  the  State  “for  expense  of  Express  sent 
from  his  Co  of  Light  Horse  in  service  at  Horse  Neck”  by  Elnth  Nichols,  which  totals  £34- 12-00,  Jonath 
Enos  appears  with  three  items  of  £5-15,  £6-16  &  £4-16. 

1780,  Feb’y  29.  Vol.  4,  p  60  T  V,  Simsbury:  “At  a  Lawful  Meeting  Jonathan  Eno  was  chosen”  one  of 
37  “Inspectors  of  Provisions  in  Complyance  of  a  late  act  of  the  General  Assembly. 

1780,  Dec.  4.  P  64  Do:  Jonathan  Enno  is  elected  one  of  seven  “Hawards  &  Key  Keepers.” 

1782,  Apl.  26.  Vol.  XXXV,  No.  153  e,  Rev.  War:  In  a  long  account  of  the  State  with  Ebenezer  Barnard 
jun’r  item  No.  95  shows  “cash  paid  to  Jonathan  Enos  £1-18-00.” 

1784,  Dec.  6.  Vol.  4,  p  98  T  V:  Jona  Eno  is  named  first  among  ten  listers  chosen  this  day:  and  at  the 
same  meeting  he  was  chosen  a  “Survayor  of  Hayways. 

1787,  May.  Vol.  16,  No.  3,126b,  Mil.  Docs:  “We  your  Honors  Corn'"  appointed  to  examine  the 
Returns  of  the  Choice  of  Commissioned  Officers  (for  Pay  Roll  purposes)  beg  leave  to  Report  that  we  find 
the  following  Persons  to  be  duly  Chosen  to  the  Several  offices  to  their  names  respectively  annexed,  to  wit:  ” 
The  33d  Company  listed  shows  “Jonathan  Enos  Captain  of  3rd  Company  in  the  18th  Regiment.” 

1788,  May  24.  No.  3,188a,  Do:  “To  Jonathan  Eno  Esqr.,  Capt  of  ye  3  Company  of  the  Eighteenth 
Rigiment  of  Milishea;  Sur:  Having  considard  your  application  to  Be  Dismist  from  your  office  of  Capt. 
for  Reasons  which  I  Judge  soficent  these  Are  therefore  to  Direct  you  to  give  Legal  warning  to  all  persons 
Living  in  Limits  of  your  Company  who  are  Qualified  to  vote  in  the  choice  of  oficers  to  meat  att  such  time 
and  place  as  you  shall  appinte  and  when  met  Lead  them  to  a  Choice  of  a  Captin  and  such  other  oficers 
as  shall  become  Nesary  to  said  Company  and  make  Returns  according  to  Law  and  when  another  Capt  is 
appinted  and  commissioned  in  your  place  yor  hereby  Honorably  Discharged  from  your  ofice. 

(Signed)  Heman  Swift,  Gen’l  Reg.” 

1788,  May  28.  No.  3,188b,  Do:  “Jonathan  Enos  Capt,”  in  accord  with  above,  called  the  desired  meet¬ 
ing  and  now  reports  election  of  new  captain,  a  lieutenant  and  an  ensign. 

1790.  P  47  U.  S.  Census,  Connecticut,  “Heads  of  Families:”  Jonathan  Eno  is  here  listed  in  Simsbury 
as  having  “2  free  white  males  in  his  family  of  16  and  upwards  including  heads  of  families,  2  free  white 
males  under  16,  and  6  white  females  including  heads  of  families. 

1791,  Dec.  5.  Vol.  IV,  p  120  T  V:  Jona  Enos  is  elected  one  of  17  Grandjurors. 

1796,  Dec.  29.  P  135  Do:  “Voted  that  a  Committee  be  appointed  to  open  subscriptions  to  raise  money 
to  Build  in  whole  or  part  of  the  Bridges  at  Wheatogue  &  Terreys  plain  so  called.”  Capt.  Jonathan  Eno  is 
one  of  15  so  appointed. 

1798,  Dec.  3.  P  140  Do:  Jona  Eno  is  elected  one  of  20  Highway  Surveyors.  Also,  “next  yt  Ct.Jona 
Eno  elected  a  Haward  &  Keekeeper.” 

1801,  July  4.  Vol.  VII,  pp  259-61  P  Ct,  Simsbury:  “In  the  name  of  God  Amen.  I  Jonathan  Enos  of 
Simsbury,  calling  to  mind  the  frailty  of  my  body  &  knowing  that  it  is  appointed  unto  all  men  once  to  die 
&  considering  the  uncertainty  of  the  time  of  my  disolution  &  now  being  of  sound  mind  &  memory  do 
make  &  ordain  this  for  my  last  will  &  testament  intending  to  dispose  of  other  worldly  Estate  wherewith 
it  has  pleased  God  to  bless  me  not  as  passion  might  dictate  but  as  equity  &  Justice  may  demand  &  in  the 
first  place  I  recommend  my  soul  into  the  hands  of  that  God  that  gave  it  me  humbly  hoping  in  the  merits 
of  Christ  to  receive  and  enjoy  a  blessed  immortality,  &  my  body  I  commit  to  the  Earth  to  be  buried  in  a 
decent  Christian  manner  as  my  Executor  herafter  named  may  direct,  &  my  property  of  every  kind  name 
&  nature  I  dispose  of  in  manner  following  that  is  to  say: 
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“Imprimis  after  my  Just  debts  &  funeral  expenses  are  pd  I  give  &  bequeath  unto  my  beloved  wife 
Mary  the  use  &  Improvement  of  one  third  part  of  my  real  Estate  during  her  natural  life  &  one  third  part 
of  my  personal  or  moveable  estate  to  be  hers  forever  at  her  own  disposal  &  also  the  riding  Carriage  & 
White  Horse. 

“  Item.  I  bequeath  unto  my  son  Jonathan  besides  what  I  have  already  given  him  one  certain  piece  of 
land  lying  on  the  East  side  of  the  river  on  the  mountain  in  Simsbury  &  is  butted  &  bounded  as  follows: 
North  on  the  highway  E.  &  S.  on  Dan’l  Humphrey  Esqr  land  West  on  land  lately  belonging  to  Charles 
&  Job  Case  &  containing  about  thirteen  acres  be  the  same  more  or  less  being  the  land  1  bought  of  Ferrys 
to  be  his  &  his  heirs  forever  &  a  pr  of  Pistols  &  a  cutlass  &  a  sett  of  large  drag  teeth  now  at  his  house; 
also  Twenty  Pounds  to  be  pd  by  my  Executor  hereafter  named  in  money  within  three  years  after  my 
decease  &  out  of  my  Estate. 

“Item.  I  give  &  bequeath  to  my  two  Sons  Salmon  &  Chauncey  all  the  rest  &  residue  of  my  Estate 
whether  real  personal  or  mixed  for  them  to  hold  use  &  possess  in  equal  rights  &  shares  (except  my  sd  son 
Chauncey  is  to  have  Sixty  Pounds  of  my  Estate  more  than  my  said  son  Salmon  my  sd  son  Salmon  having 
heretofore  received  to  that  amount  out  of  my  Estate  &  if  either  of  my  two  sons  Salmon  &  Chauncey 
should  die  without  Children  by  them  Lawfully  begotten  then  the  survivor  or  his  children  to  have  the  two 
thirds  of  the  aforementioned  estate  &  the  other  third  to  be  the  Estate  of  my  son  Jonathan  or  his  children 
forever. 

“  Item.  I  give  &  bequeath  to  my  daughters  Polly,  Rhoda,  Lucretia,  Betsey  &  Cynthia  the  sum  of  €35  each 
in  addition  to  the  sum  of  £55  which  1  have  heretofore  given  to  each  of  my  sd  Daughters  &  sd  sum  when 
paid  as  is  hereafter  specified  is  to  be  in  full  of  their  share  or  portion  of  my  estate. 

“  Item.  I  give  &  bequeath  to  my  daughter  Abigail  the  sum  of  £90  as  her  share  or  portion  in  my  Estate. 

“And  I  order  &  direct  my  sd  sons  Salmon  &  Chauncey  to  pay  to  my  said  Daughters  or  their  heirs  the 
aforesaid  sums  the  one  half  of  the  Legacies  to  be  pd  to  each  of  my  sd  Daughters  according  to  the  sum 
given  to  each  of  them  the  first  payment  within  two  years  after  my  Decease  &  the  next  payment  to  be 
within  four  years  after  my  decease  my  sd  sons  Salmon  &  Chauncey  to  pay  an  equal  part  of  the  same  to 
be  pd  in  movable  estate  of  which  1  may  die  possessed  of  as  far  as  the  same  will  pay  in  proportion  aforesaid 

&  the  residue  in  livestock  or  money  at  the  Election  of  my  sd  two  Sons. 

“Item  I  give  &  bequeath  to  my  son  Salmon  my  great  bible  &  to  my  son  Chauncey  my  silver  spurrs. 
And  I  do  make,  ordain,  Constitute  &  appoint  my  son  Salmon  sole  Executor  of  this  my  last  will  &  testa^ 
ment  hereby  revoking  all  &  every  will  or  testament  heretofore  by  me  made.  In  testimony  whereof  I  have 
hereunto  set  my  hand  &  seal  the  4th  day  of  July  A  D  1801. 

Witnesses:  Levi  Case  Jonathan  Enos” 

Shuball  Hoskins 
Wm  Williston 


1801,  Dec.  14.  Vol.  4,  p  347  T  V:  “Ct  Jona  Eno chosen  Haward  and  KeeKeeper  for  the  year  ensuing.” 


1803,  Apl.  11.  P  354  Do:  “At  a  town  meeting  Jona  Eno  was  chosen”  one  of  22  Surveyors  of  Highways. 


1813,  Dec.  5.  GSR:  At  age  75  he  dies  at  his  home  in  Simsbury,  and  is  buried  in  the  Simsbury  burying 
ground  where  a  stone  marks  his  grave  inscribed:  “  In  Memory  of  Capt.  Jonathan  Eno  who  died  Dec.  5, 
|  1813  AEt  75  |  The  hoary  head  is  a  crown  of  glory  j  if  it  be  found  in  the  ways  of  |  righteousness,  j  ” 


1813,  Dec.  31.  Vol.  VII,  pp  261-263  P  Ct.  “Inventory  of  the  Estate  of  Capt.  Jon”  Enos  Deed: 


A  dwelling  house  2  Barns  Cow1  houses  &  wood  house  .  ..... 

The  home  lot  &  meadow  adjoining  all  in  one  body  containing  74  acres  at  $60  p  acre 
The  Piece  on  the  E  side  of  the  River,  14  acres,  (a ,  $80.00  ..... 

I  Pc  on  the  Mountain  is  13  Acres,  $15.50  per  acre  ...... 

The  land  in  the  Common  field  38  acres  (a,  $25.00  ...... 

Wood  lot  west  of  the  common  field,  26  acres  (a  $45  ...... 

The  Round  Swamp,  10  acres,  (3*  $6  . 

The  Pc  on  Wolf  pit  hill  is  20  Acres  @  $35  ....... 


$1,250.00 

4,440.00 

1,120.00 

201.50 

950.00 

1,170.00 

60.00 

700.00 
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The  land  East  of  Asa  Hoskins  house  20  Acres  $26.50  .... 

Ten  Acres  on  Williams  Hill  (ff  $25  ....... 

100  lines  of  personal,  household  and  farm  items  (no  live  stock  is  entered) 
Timothy  Terry  \ 


Ariel  Case 


>  appraisers 


$530.00 

250.00 

169.09 


$10,840.59" 


1814,Jan’y  18.  P  258  Do:  “Salmon  Eno  of  Simsbury  appeared  in  Court  accepted  his  trust  as  Executor 
of  the  Last  Will  &  Testament  of  Jonathan  Enos  late  of  Simsbury,  dcc’d,  &  gave  a  bond  of  $15,000  according 
to  Law,  Amasa  Case  Jr  of  Simsbury  surety.  Six  months  from  the  25th  Jan’y  are  allowed  for  the  Creditors 
to  sd  Estate  to  Exhibit  their  claims  to  sd  Executor  of  which  he  is  to  give  legal  notice.” 


CHILDREN 

(per  Simsbury  Records  Vol.  IV,  p  307  L  R) 

1.  POLLY  b.  Dec.  21,  1764;  m.  Apl.  30,  1782,  Elijah  Tuller;  she  d.  May  8,  1839,  ac  75  he  d.  Dec.  29,  1819,  ae  63  9  ch 

She  was  bp.  Apl.  14,  1765.  They  resided  in  Simsbury  where  a  stone  is  inscribed  to  their  memory. 

2.  RHODA  b.  Aug.  12,  1766;  m.  a  1788,  Lns.  Daniel  Phelps;  she  d.  July  23,  1S37,  ae  71  he  d.  Mch.  1,  1808,  x  43  6  ch 

They  were  residents  of  Simsbury  and  Harwinton,  Conn.  He  has  stone  in  Simsbury  cemetery. 

3.  JONATHAN  b.  Mch.  15,  1769;  m.  1790,  Theodocia  Case;  he  d.  Sept.  5,  1821,  tr  52  she  d.  July  31,  1858,  ae  89  4  ch 

He  was  a  fanner  on  the  side  of  Talcott  Mountain;  had  large  estate.  Represented  Simsbury  in  Legislature  in 
1810  &  1811.  Was  selectman,  lister,  constable,  &c.  Both  have  gravestones  in  Simsbury  cemetery. 

4.  LUCRETIA  b.  Feb’y  13,  1771;  m.  Dec.  26,  1791,  Daniel  G.  Humphrey;  she  d.  Jan’y  20,  1835,  ae  64  he  d.  4  ch 

June  25,  1831,  a;  65 

They  lived  in  Simsbury  and  settled  and  died  in  Torrington,  where  he  was  selectman  1817-1819. 

5.  ELIZABETH  b.  Aug.  9,  1773;  m.  Dec.  12,  1793,  Alex  Phelps;  she  d.  1868,  x  95  yrs  &  8  weeks  he  d.  Feb’y  9  ch 

25,  1852,  ae  83 

Residents  of  Simsbury.  She  is  called  Betsey  in  father’s  will. 

6.  CYNTHIA  b.  May  28,  1777;  m.  Mr.  Hezekiah  Case;  she  d.  Oct.  8,  1804,  te  26  he  d.  2  ch 

They  lived  in  Simsbury  where  a  stone  to  her  memory  stands  near  to  her  father’s. 

7.  SALMON  b.  Dec.  13,  1779;  m.  June  2,  1805,  Mary  Richards  (see  below) 

8.  DEA.  CHAUNCEY  b.  Dec.  19,  1782;  m.  Nov.  4,  1807,  Amarilla  Case;  he  d.  Jan’y  13,  1845,  ae  62  she  d.  5  ch 

Aug.  22,  1860,  ae  72 

They  have  monument  in  Simsbury  cemetery.  He  was  a  farmer  in  Simsbury  of  splendid  reputation.  Repre¬ 
sented  town  in  legislature  in  1828.  The  homestead  fell  to  him;  then  to  his  son  Elizur  who  m.  Elizabeth  Tuller 
who  d.  at  age  102;  then  to  Elizur’s  son  Chauncey  Hart  Eno  who  m.  Martha  Goodrich  and  had  (a)  Frank  who 
m.  Pearl  Collins  (b)  Grace  who  m.  Cassius  Cadwell  (c)  Nellie  who  m.  John  P.  Carver  (d)  Jonathan  who  m. 
Georgia  Fancher  (e)  Abigail  who  m  (1)  Joseph  Toy  Curtiss  and  (2)  Henry  E.  Ellsworth. 

9.  ABIGAIL  b.  Feb’y  28,  1785;  m.  Oct.  2,  1S05,  Capt.  John  Veits;  she  d.  Dec.  20,  1S63,  sc  79  he  d.  Oct.  11,  6  ch 

1857,  a:  75 

They  lived  in  Simsbury  and  Granby.  He  was  gt  grandson  of  a  German  physician  who  moved  from  New  York 
to  Simsbury  in  1710  and  was  ancestor  of  Rt.  Rev.  Alex  Veits  Griswold  D.D.,  Bishop  of  Massachusetts. 


SALMON  ENO  b.  Dec.  13,  1779 

MARY  RICHARDS  m.  June  2,  1805 

b.  Sept.  29,  1785  d.  Apl.  3,  1842 

d.  Sept.  29,  1883,  ae  98  ae  62 

1785,  Sept.  29.  B  R:  The  natal  day  of  Mary 
Richards  Eno  is  referred  to  in  the  memorial  ser¬ 
mon  by  Rev.  Dr.  James  W.  Cooper,  mentioned 
below,  as  follows:  “Mrs.  Eno  was  born  in  the 
parish  of  New  Britain,  in  a  house  which  has  since 
become  historic,  and  is  still  standing  -  the  old 


1779,  Dec.  13.  Vol.  IV,  p  307  T  V,  Simsbury: 
Salmon  Eno  was  born  in  the  middle  of  the  Revo¬ 
lutionary  war  and  in  the  house  at  Simsbury  which 
had  been  the  headquarters  of  Lafayette’s  army 
en  route. 

1800.  P  493  Andrews:  Among  the  school  teach¬ 
ers  in  New  Britain  previous  to  1800  the  author 
mentions  the  names  of  Salmon  Eno  and  Daniel 
Ames.  Salmon  Eno  was  teaching  here  in  fact  when 
he  met  Mary  Richards.  No  reason  appears  why 


. 
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‘Skinner  House’  on  East  street  at  the  S  W  corner 
of  Smalley.  The  house  had  been  purchased  by  her 
grandfather  in  1776,  and  about  a  quarter  of  a 
century  after  her  birth  it  came  into  the  possession 
of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Skinner,  the  second  pastor  of  the 
church.”  In  1785  there  was  no  ‘‘United  States  of 
America”  -  the  Constitution  not  being  framed 
until  two  years  after.  The  town  of  Berlin  was 
formed  in  1785,  New  Britain  being  the  second 
parish  thereof.  There  were  at  that  time,  says  Dr. 
Cooper,  only  about  60  houses  in  all  New  Britain, 
some  of  them  exceedingly  primitive  in  their  archi¬ 
tecture.  East  St.  was  the  principal  thoroughfare. 
The  church  then  faced  the  common,  or  as  it  was 
called  the  “Parade”,  at  the  present  corner  of  Elm 
and  Smalley  streets.  “It  was  a  plain,  bare  struc¬ 
ture  without  bell  or  belfry,  not  an  ornamental 
building  in  its  style;  but  it  had  just  been  painted 
and  renovated  after  the  great  revival  of  1784,  and 
it  was  a  consecrated  house  of  prayer.” 

1791,  May  1.  P  223  Andrews:  Mary  Richards 
is  baptized  on  May  day,  presumably  in  the  Old 
First  Church,  which  stood  near  the  Parade  (now 
Paradise  Park),  Dr.  Smalley  officiating.  Baptism 
was  “on  account  of  Aaron  Roberts,  by  whom  she 
had  been  adopted.  ”  Shortly  before  this  her  mother 
had  left  her  with  her  close  friend  Ruth  Hart 
Roberts,  wife  of  Aaron.  Mary  Richards’  grand¬ 
daughter  Helen  Bassette  Doen  wrote  this  inter¬ 
esting  sketch  of  the  family  circumstances  which 
led  to  this  adoption  of  Mary  by  the  Roberts 
family:  “Mary  Richards,  generally  called  Polly, 
was  the  adopted  daughter  of  Aaron  Roberts.  Her 
mother  Lydia  Lewis  Richards  died  of  consump¬ 
tion  and  the  family  met  with  great  reverses  owing 
to  the  signing  of  papers  as  security  which  were  not 
paid.  Polly  visited  at  Mr.  Roberts’  one  day  with 
her  Aunt  Miss  Lewis.  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Roberts  had 
no  children  and  Mrs.  Roberts  was  a  great  friend 
of  Polly’s  mother.  Being  such  close  friends  of  the 
family  and  knowing  of  the  hard  times  and  sick¬ 
ness,  they  urged  Polly  who  was  only  about  five  to 
stay  awhile  with  them  which  she  did  and  was 
finally  adopted  legally.  Mr.  Roberts  left  her  his 
entire  estate,  part  of  which  was  the  farm  in  New 
Britain.  This  farm  afterward  descended  to 
Emeline  Eno  Bassette.” 

In  her  old  age  she  referred  to  this  early  experi¬ 
ence  of  leaving  her  home  and  said  she  spent  hours 


he  had  come  to  New  Britain  other  than  that  it  had 
been  his  mother’s  home.  This  was  enough,  per¬ 
haps,  for  she  had  relatives  and  friends  in  high 
places  here.  He  was  slated  for  a  college  man,  but 
Mary  was  on  the  ground  and  someway  spoiled 
the  plans.  Daniel  Ames  was  the  builder  of  the 
Roberts  house  on  South  Main  street  where  Salmon 
and  Mary  were  married.  Ames  had  built  it  about 
the  time  of  his  own  marriage  in  1780  but  soon  after 
sold  it  to  Aaron  Roberts  who  had  been  a  fellow 
apprentice  of  his  at  Rocky  Hill.  After  Ames  had 
lost  an  arm  in  17S8  by  the  bursting  of  a  gun  he 
took  up  school-teaching.  In  1800,  says  Camp, 
there  were  in  Kensington  three  gold  watches  and 
eleven  silver  ones;  in  Worthington,  one  of  gold  and 
twenty  four  of  silver,  while  in  New  Britain  there 
were  fourteen  silver  watches,  but  none  of  gold. 

1801,  Sept.  21.  Vol.  4,  p  48  T  V,  Simsbury:  “At 
a  freeman’s  meeting  held  in  Symsbury  Salmon 
Eno,”  with  12  others,  “were  admitted  freemen  & 
Duly  Sworn.” 

1805,  June  2.  P  223  Andrews:  This  was  a  nota¬ 
ble  day  in  New  Britain  parish  of  Berlin  for  “it  was 
my  wedding  morning”  for  the  popular  young 
school  teacher  of  26  and  the  young  twenty  year  old 
adopted  daughter  of  the  village  cabinet  maker. 
The  bride  was  living  at  the  Aaron  Roberts’  house 
facing  on  South  Main  St.,  now  (1920)  where  the 
New  Britain  High  School  stands.  The  groom  came 
from  his  home  in  Simsbury  and  took  her  back  with 
him  where  they  lived  for  thirty  five  years  at  least. 
In  her  old  age,  after  she  had  returned  to  New 
Britain,  she  used  to  refer  to  these  years  as  “40 
years  on  the  edge  of  the  wilderness.  ”  Henry  Lane 
Eno  says  that  “they  first  lived  in  the  house  of  Mr. 
Colton  just  north  of  the  railroad  at  Hoskins  Sta¬ 
tion,  Simsbury,  afterward  occupied  by  Mr.  Noble. 
(Here  Emeline  Eno,  Amos  R.  Eno  and  probably 
other  of  the  children  were  born.)  Afterward  they 
lived  in  the  house  later  occupied  by  Salmon 
Chester  Eno,  his  son,  which  he  bought  of  Joseph 
Humphrey.  This  house  was  built  by  Captain  Joe 
Humphrey  about  1760.” 

In  this  year  of  grace  (1920)  the  farm  is  owned  by 
Mrs.  Harriet  Phelps  Eno,  widowed  wife  of 
Chester’s  son  Aaron  Eno,  and  is  run  by  her  son 
Harry  who  was  the  writer’s  chief  playmate 
through  two  delightful  summers  at  age  twelve  and 
thirteen  years  when  the  spacious  farmhouse  and 
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and  hours  around  the  corner  of  the  house  look- 
ing  for  her  mother  to  come  for  her,  her  mother 
having  promised  when  she  left  home  that  she 
would  come.  Her  mother  lived  for  six  years  after 
this  but  the  reverses  referred  to  compelled  her  to 
teach  school  away  from  home  which  with  recur¬ 
rent  sickness  intervened  grievously. 

Camp’s  History  of  New  Britain  has  this  appre¬ 
ciative  sketch  of  the  family  where  “Polly”  was 
brought  up:  “Aaron,  son  of  Dr.  Aaron  Roberts  of 
Middletown,  was  born  Apl.  20,  1758.  He  m. 
Feb’y  17,  1785  Ruth  Hart,  eldest  daughter  of 
Thomas  Hart.  She  died  and  he  m  (2)  May  20, 
1829  Mary  Wadsworth.  While  young,  he  learned 
the  trade  of  joiner  and  cabinetmaker  at  Rocky 
Hill.  He  bought  of  a  fellow  apprentice,  Daniel 
Ames,  a  house  which  had  been  built  by  the  latter 
on  the  west  side  of  South  Main  St.  He  also  became 
owner  of  the  Bassett  farm,  and  for  many  years 
worked  the  farm  with  hired  help,  in  connection 
with  his  trade.  He  became  a  member  of  the  First 
Church  in  1784,  and  was  ever  active  and  interested 
in  providing  for  its  needs  and  for  the  Society.  He 
gave  thirty  dollars  towards  the  communion  serv¬ 
ice,  and  when  the  second  church  was  built  in  1822, 
he  furnished  his  team  gratuitously  to  aid  in  grad¬ 
ing  the  site  and  preparing  the  foundations.  He 
died  Sept.  27,  1831.”  In  the  same  book,  p  154, 
Camp  makes  this  interesting  comment:  “Amos 
R.  Eno  of  N.  Y.,  then  a  boy  living  in  New  Britain, 
with  his  grandfather’s  team  brought  the  first  load 
of  stone  for  the  foundation  of  the  new  meeting 
house”  (1822).  This  must  mean  the  team  of 
Aaron  Roberts.  Amos  was  only  twelve  years  old 
at  this  time,  and  was  probably  summering  at  his 
house,  his  family  being  in  Simsbury. 

1792,  May  Session  of  General  Assembly  of 
Connecticut:  “This  Assembly  do  establish  Elijah 
Hart  Jun  to  be  Captain  of  the  5th  Company  of 
Militia  in  the  15th  Regiment  in  this  State.” 
(Certified  true  copy  of  the  record  by  Sec’y  D.  J. 
Warner,  Nov.  3,  1921.)  Mary  Richards  Eno  was 
six  and  one  half  years  old  at  this  time  yet  when 
over  ninety  she  vividiy  recalled  many  facts  con¬ 
nected  with  the  party  given  at  Deacon  Elijah 
Hart’s  house  in  celebration  of  his  son’s  election  to 
the  captaincy.  The  War  had  been  over  for  nearly 
ten  years  yet  it  was  so  fresh  in  mind  that  she 
brings  a  touching  feature  of  it  into  the  introduc- 


barns  and  the  wonderful  production  of  those  broad 
meadows  on  the  Farmington  River  were  a  con¬ 
stant  wonder  even  to  untrained  eyes.  The  house 
faces  Main  street  while  100  feet  behind  ran  the  old 
canal. 

1807,  Nov.  23.  Vol.  4,  p  369  T  V:  “At  a  lawfull 
Town  Meeting  Salmon  Eno  is  chosen”  one  of  1 1 
“Surveyors  of  Highways  in  Simsbury.”  Again  on 
Nov.  13,  1809  he  was  elected. 

1808,  June  6.  Vol.  I,  p  14  C  R:  Salmon  Enos  is 
one  of  a  committee  of  nine  to  circulate  a  subscrip¬ 
tion  paper  for  purpose  of  raising  $75  annually  for 
increasing  the  salary  for  Rev.  Mr.  Thos.  Robbins. 

1810,  Nov.  12.  Vol.  4,  p  381  T  V:  Salmon  Eno 
is  chosen  one  of  22  Fence  Viewers.  He  was  chosen 
also  one  of  1 1  Listers. 

1813,  Jan’y  11.  Vol.  II,  p  30  C  R,  Hop  Meadow 
Society:  Salmon  Eno  is  one  of  36  people  known  as 
seaters  whose  names  were  voted  to  be  put  in  a  box 
and  then  1 2  of  them  to  be  drawn  annually  to  seat 
the  people  in  the  meeting  house. 

1814,  Apl.  18.  P  35  Do:  Salmon  Eno  is  chosen 
one  of  nine  to  make  a  seating  committee  for  the 
church. 

1815,  Nov.  13.  Vol.  4,  p  424  T  V:  He  is  elected 
a  Lister,  one  of  twelve. 

1818,  Nov.  29.  P  436  Do:  Salmon  Eno  is  elected 
a  Fence  Viewer,  one  of  ten.  Again  on  Nov.  11, 
1822,  and  on  Nov.  10,  1823. 

1824,  Nov.  8.  P  455  Do:  At  Annual  Town  meet¬ 
ing  Salmon  Eno  is  chosen  a  grandjuror,  one  of  six. 

1827,  Apl.  2.  P  486  Do:  Salmon  Eno  is  one  of  a 
committee  elected  by  the  town  to  inform  the  Canal 
Co.  that  “the  Town  does  not  accept  the  roads  on 
the  canal  line  as  altered.”  This  canal  had  been 
started  in  1825  to  run  from  New  Haven  to  North¬ 
ampton.  It  ran  right  through  the  farm  of  Salmon 
Eno,  right  through  the  back  yard,  in  fact,  passing 
the  house  only  about  100  feet  to  the  rear.  Its  re¬ 
mains  are  easily  seen  to  this  day.  Its  life  was  not 
very  long,  the  N  Y,  N  H  &  H  R  R  buying  it  in 
1848  and  using  its  right  of  way  for  a  railroad  line. 
The  railroad,  however,  detoured  from  the  canal  at 
the  farm  so  as  to  run  by  on  a  line  about  300  feet 
in  front  of  the  house.  A  great  thrill  ran  through 
the  people  of  Simsbury  when  the  first  train  passed 
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tion.  She  related  the  story  to  her  granddaughter 
Mrs.  Nellie  Eno  Parker,  who  wrote  it  down  soon 
after  she  heard  it  in  the  middle  seventies. 

“PARTY  AT  DEACON  ELIJAH  HART’S  HOUSE. 

“  It  was  just  after  the  Revolutionary  War.  The 
militia  had  come  home  and  the  women  and  chil¬ 
dren,  who  for  fear  of  the  enemy  had  been  wont  to 
take  their  valuables  and  go  over  to  Mr.  Andrews 
every  night  to  sleep  on  the  floor  or  in  a  bed  just  as 
it  happened,  were  rejoicing  in  the  return  of  the 
soldiers  or  mourning  the  loss  of  fathers,  sons  or 
brothers.  The  militia  was  a  great  institution  in 
those  days  and  to  be  a  Captain  of  the  Militia  was 
a  great  honor.  So  when  Dea.  Hart’s  son  was  made 
a  Captain  he  gave  a  great  dinner  and  invited 
everybody  and  everybody  went.  There  were  the 
Andrews,  the  Smiths,  and  the  Roberts  and  the 
Lees;  the  whole  town  pretty  much  and  the  chil¬ 
dren  too.  My  Aunt  Abi  was  only  a  year  older 
than  I  and  we  played  games.  The  games  were 
more  simple  than  children  play  now. 

“The  tables  were  spread  on  the  south  side  of 
the  house  under  the  trees.  They  had  roast  beef 
and  roast  pork,  and  a  baked  sweet  Indian  pudding 
which  they  ate  first.  At  this  time  they  always  ate 
the  pudding  first.  The  pudding  was  sweet  too  - 
an  unusual  thing  and  something  to  be  remembered 
because  provisions  of  any  kind  that  had  to  be 
bought  were  very  high.  There  was  no  money  to  be 
had  and  tea  and  sugar  must  be  got  by  taking 
butter,  cheese  and  eggs  to  the  store,  or  rye  flour 
perhaps.  After  the  pudding  came  roast  beef,  roast 
pork  and  potatoes  and  plenty  of  milk  to  drink. 
No  pie,  for  then  nobody  had  pie  for  dinner.  They 
had  pies  for  supper  made  of  apples  just  sweet 
enough  to  be  eatable  without  any  sugar,  for  sugar 
was  precious. 

“Dinner  was  at  twelve  or  soon  after,  and  then 
after  talk  and  play,  most  of  them  went  into  the 
house  and  got  their  bonnets  and  hats.  (Men’s 
hats  were  made  of  wool.  There  were  no  straw  hats 
till  later.)  They  went  home  to  milk  the  cows  and 
get  supper.  This  was  a  very  easy  task  when  all 
they  had  to  do  was  to  strain  the  new  milk  right 
into  the  bowls  and  set  it  on  the  table  with  slices 
of  rye  bread.  When  peaches  were  ripe  they  were 
always  cut  up  in  the  milk  for  supper.  Peaches 
were  plenty  then.  Sometimes  we  had  baked  apples 


over  the  line  but  Salmon  Eno  did  not  live  to 
enjoy  it. 

1827,  Oct.  1.  P  487  Do:  Salmon  Eno  is  chosen 
one  of  three  assessors,  they  to  be  allowed  each  75 
cents  per  day  when  so  employed  but  not  to  exceed 
12  days. 

1828,  Feb’y  17.  Vol.  II,  p  128  C  R,  Society 
Treasurer  reports:  “To  cash  paid  Salmon  Eno  for 
wood  for  meeting  house  stoves  -  $1.75.” 

1828,  Nov.  10.  Vol.  4,  p  524  T  V:  Salmon  Eno 
is  chosen  one  of  three  selectmen  for  Simsbury  and 
he  was  elected  again  Nov.  9,  lS29and  again  Nov. 
8,  1830. 

1828,  Dec.  1.  Vol.  II,  p  62  C  R:  At  the  Annual 
Meeting  of  the  Society,  Salmon  Eno  is  chosen  one 
of  a  committee  of  5  to  “sell  the  pews  to  defray  the 
ordinary  expenses  of  the  society  for  the  year 

1829.” 

1831,  Jan’y  22.  Vol.  I,  pp  338-9  P  Ct,  New 
Britain:  In  the  will  of  Aaron  Roberts  of  New 
Britain,  occurs  this  paragraph:  “Lastly  I  hereby 
revoke  all  former  wills  by  me  made  and  executed 
and  appoint  my  trusty  friend  Mr.  Salmon  Eno  of 
Simsbury  executor  of  this  my  last  Will  and  testa¬ 
ment.”  See  particulars  under  Mary  Eno,  wife  of 
Salmon. 

1831,  Oct.  11.  Aaron  Roberts’  estate,  New 
Britain;  papers  on  file  in  P  Ct:  “Salmon  Eno  of 
Simsbury  &  William  Smith  of  Berlin  are  bound  & 
holden  to  Thomas  Lee  Esq.,  Judge  of  Probate, 
Comnr  for  District  of  Berlin,  in  the  penal  sum  of 
Ten  Thousand  Dollars  for  the  faithful  execution 
of  the  office  of  Executor  of  Aaron  Roberts  estate.” 

1831,  Oct.  13.  Vol.  I,  p  339  P  Ct;  Do:  “Salmon 
Eno  Executor  of  the  last  Will  &  Testament  of 
Aaron  Roberts  late  of  Berlin  dec’d,  represented 
said  estate  to  be  insolvent  wherefore  the  Court 
appoints  Oct.  29  next  as  a  day  of  hearing,  the 
Executor  to  advise  all  interested  to  appear  by 
publishing  notice  in  a  Hartford  paper  and  by 
putting  a  notice  on  the  Public  Sign  post  in  Berlin.” 
This  action  looks  inexplicable  since  the  inventory 
dated  the  day  before  shows  a  total  of  $5,655.89 
while  the  debts  reported  by  Commissioners  on 
Apl.  28,  1832  total  only  $1,532.58.  Moreover  the 
farm  and  presumably  the  stock  thereon  went  in 
tact  to  Polly  Eno,  Salmon’s  wife.  It  must  be  that 
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in  the  milk.  Pies  were  made  of  apples  or  rasp- 
berries  with  rye  flour  for  the  crust,  but  the  first 
was  considered  sweet  enough  without  any  sugar. 
Very  little  wheat  was  raised.  The  land  was  seldom 
rich  enough.  Such  a  thing  as  a  barrel  of  flour  was 
unheard  of.  Sometimes  in  the  Fall  when  a  beef 
was  killed  they  took  some  of  the  best  leaf  fat  and 
made  a  boiled  suet  pudding,  sweetened  with 
molasses,  but  that  was  not  eaten  at  dinner. 

“After  the  evening’s  work  was  done,  the  people 
went  back  to  Dea.  Hart’s  for  a  Ball.  They  had  a 
fiddler  and  danced  reels  and  contra  dances  and 
Fisher’s  Hornpipe.  Aunt  Abi  Lewis  and  I,  Sa’ome 
Booth,  Abi  North  and  Lucy  Webster  were  too 
young  to  dance.  I  remember  well  my  father  danc- 
ing  in  knee  breeches,  white  stockings  and  home- 
spun  coat,  to  my  great  amusement  and  delight. 
He  was  a  very  genial  man,  fond  of  society  and 
friends  and  a  friend  to  children.” 

1795.  When  Polly  was  somewhere  near  90  years 
of  age  she  gave  her  granddaughter  Nellie  Eno 
Parker  the  following  pretty  picture  of  the  Sabbath 
day  in  her  home  and  at  church  in  those  days.  Her 
reference  to  Father  means  of  course  her  father  by 
adoption  -  Aaron  Roberts. 

“Father  always  shaved  Saturday  afternoon, 
never  on  Sunday,  and  on  Saturday  evening  the 
Sabbath  began.  Saturday  evening  Father  always 
read  a  sermon  aloud  and  Sunday  morning  after 
the  simple  breakfast  of  fried  Indian  pudding  the 
dishes  were  washed  and  I  sat  down  at  my  Father  s 
bidding  to  read  the  Testament  until  church  time. 
At  a  little  before  ten  my  mother  and  I  put  on  our 
best  gowns  which  although  they  cost  from  .50  to 
a  dollar  a  yard,  were  generally  calico  and  often 
homely  at  that.  My  mother  always  wore  a  black 
bonnet.  They  were  nice  bonnets  made  by  Cynthia 
Stanley  who  went  out  to  work  for  people.  She 
made  both  dresses  and  bonnets  very  well. 

“  I  wore  a  straw  hat  tied  down  under  my  chin 
and  used  to  carry  a  bunch  of  red  Pinks  to  church 
in  the  summer.  They  were  the  only  flowers  we 
had,  but  I  must  always  pick  them  on  Saturday 
night  and  never  leave  the  house  on  Sundays  except 
to  be  lifted  up  on  the  pillion  behind  my  Mother 
and  ride  to  church.  I  wanted  to  walk  but  they 
were  afraid  I  would  talk  to  other  girls  and  pick 
flowers  and  chase  butterflies  instead  of  walking 
quietly  with  my  shoes  in  my  hand  along  with  the 


the  claims  of  Roberts’  relatives  or  others  loomed 
up  at  the  time  much  larger  than  the  Commission¬ 
ers  finally  allowed. 

1831,  Nov.  14.  Vol.  4,  p  541  T  V:  Salmon  Eno 
is  chosen  a  grandjuror,  one  of  five. 

1834,  April  7.  Vol.  5,  p  200  TV:  “At  the  annual 
electors  meeting  warned  &  held  at  the  usual  place 
of  holding  electors  meeting  in  Simsbury,  Elisha 
Phelps  being  the  Presiding  officer,  The  Electors 
made  choice  of  Horace  Belden  &  Salmon  Eno  to 
represent  the  town  of  Simsbury  in  the  next  general 
assembly  to  be  held  at  New  Haven  on  the  first 
Wednesday  May  next.” 

It  was  a  year  when  the  Assembly  was  framing 
a  new  Constitution;  and  it  was  a  year  when  banks 
increased  greatly  throughout  the  country  follow¬ 
ing  President  Jackson’s  successful  attack  on  the 
United  States  Bank.  Jackson  was  against  the 
“Interests”,  but  he  introduced  the  “spoils  sys¬ 
tem”  by  promising  a  good  office  to  any  one  who 
should  work  for  liis  interest.  Jackson  was  firm 
against  nullification  and  was  firm  against  foreign 
aggression  and  thus  made  good  history. 

1836,  Oct.  3.  Vol.  I,  p  4  School  Com:  Salmon 
Eno  is  elected  first  of  nine  “  Visiters  of  Schools.” 

1838,  Oct.  17.  Vol.  5,  p  42  TV:  At  town  meeting 
Salmon  Eno  is  elected  on  the  Board  of  Relief  of 
three  men. 

1840,  Spring.  After  running  the  Roberts  Farm 
in  New  Britain  for  two  years,  Ozias  Bassette  and 
family  return  now  to  Litchfield,  Frederick  H. 
Bassette  being  a  baby  in  arms  on  this  trip,  hardly 
six  months  old.  This  left  the  farm  vacant  and  it 
is  evident  that  sometime  within  the  next  two  years 
Salmon  and  Polly  Eno  came  from  Simsbury  to 
occupy  it.  If  here  through  a  crop  season,  no  doubt 
they  worked  it;  but  in  any  event  the  grim  stalker 
death  broke  up  their  plans,  for  Salmon  Eno  died 
here  intestate  and  his  probate  was  settled  at  New 
Britain. 

1842,  Apl.  3.  GSR:  At  age  62  Salmon  Eno  dies 
at  New-  Britain  intestate.  The  body  was  taken  to 
Simsbury  for  burial  and  a  monument  there  marks 
the  grave  in  this  simple  fashion:  “SALMON 
ENO  |  DIED  APR.  3  1842  |  AGED  62.” 

The  Connecticut  Courant  was  the  only  paper 
published  in  these  parts  in  those  days  and  it  was 
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other  people  from  the  south  part  of  the  town. 
Those  who  walked  used  to  follow  a  foot-path 
across  lots  through  the  swampy  woods,  where 
Elm  Street  now  is.  Often  my  Father  has  remarked 
as  we  were  walking  through  there  that  some  day 
there  would  be  a  street  there.  At  the  end  of  the 
foot-path  was  a  fence  and  beyond  was  Meeting 
House  Lane.  (Now  Smalley  Street.) 

"There  were  no  houses  on  Meeting  House  Lane, 
and  after  getting  over  the  fence  the  people  who 
had  walked  barefoot  put  on  their  shoes  and  walked 
up  the  hill  to  the  meeting  house  which  was  up  on 
a  bare  bleak  rock  on  the  Ledge.  The  bare  wooden 
rafters,  the  small  windows,  the  big  square  pews 
with  hard  board-seats,  were  quite  in  keeping  with 
the  long  tedious  sermons  and  the  strict  watch  of 
the  tithing-man. 

"At  noon  people  did  not  go  home  at  all  but  sat 
in  the  Sabbath  Day  houses,  of  which  there  were 
two.  One  Thanksgiving  Day  Bill  Judd  and  Oliver 
Dewey  who  used  to  come  over  from  Farmington 
to  church,  on  that  day  sat  up  in  the  gallery  and 
behaved  out  of  character.  My  Father,  who  was 
tithing-man  at  that  time,  rapped  at  them.  After 
the  services  were  over  they  went  up  to  Col. 
Stanley’s  to  dinner.  At  the  table  the  Col.  asked 
severely,  ‘Who  was  rapped  at  this  morning?’ 
and  Bill  Judd  promptly  replied,  ‘  I  sir.’  To  under¬ 
stand  the  situation  you  must  know  that  these 
young  men  were  courting  the  Col.’s  daughters, 
Esther  and  Polly  Stanley.  The  Col.  did  not  like 
them  very  well,  anyway,  much  less  as  suitors  for 
his  daughters.  (However  the  young  men  won  out 
and  married  the  girls.) 

"The  children  were  dressed  in  their  best,  which 
was  calico  at  .50  a  yard  and  considered  very  hand¬ 
some.” 

1796,  Aug.  P  253  Camp:  The  following  experi¬ 
ence  mentioned  by  Camp  is  given  even  more  fully 
in  the  Connecticut  Courant  article  of  1883  below. 
Polly  was  only  eleven  years  old  at  this  time  and, 
as  the  writer  says,  "plump  as  a  partridge,  round 
as  a  berry,  red  as  an  apple,  and  lively  as  a  cricket.  ” 
Camp  says,  “It  was  the  custom  for  many  years 
before  the  post  office  was  established,  for  some 
person  to  go  to  Hartford  once  a  week,  usually  on 
horseback,  and  bring  back  the  few  weekly  papers 
that  were  taken  in  the  parish.  This  service  was 
sometimes  performed  by  women.  Mrs.  Mary  R. 


not  until  13  days  later  that  they  printed  the  notice 
of  the  death.  It  was  a  weekly  paper  only,  and  such 
things  as  appreciations  for  the  dead  had  prac¬ 
tically  no  space  in  its  colums. 

1842,  April  16.  Connecticut  Courant,  Hartford: 
Under  "deaths”  this  record  appears:  "At  New 
Britain  on  the  3d  inst.,  Mr.  Salmon  Eno,  aged  62.” 

1842,  AP1.  21.  Vol.  II,  p  483  PCt,  New  Britain: 
"This  Court  Grant  letters  of  Administration  on 
the  Estate  of  Salmon  Eno  late  of  Berlin  within 
said  district  deceased  To  Salmon  C.  Eno  who 
accepts  the  trust  and  gave  Bond  according  to  Law, 
and  on  the  motion  of  said  Administrator  this 
Court  doth  appoint  Jeffrey  C.  Phelps,  Calvin 
Barber  of  Simsbury  and  Cyrus  Hart  and  Theodore 
C.  Bronson  of  Berlin  Appraisers  to  appraise  said 
Estate  Both  Real  &  Personal  and  make  a  true  and 
perfect  Inventory  thereof  and  make  return  to  this 
Court.  And  said  Administrator  represents  said 
estate  to  be  insolvent  whereupon  this  Court  doth 
appoint  the  14th  Day  of  May  next  at  1  o’clock 
P.  M.  at  the  Probate  office  in  said  district  for  the 
appointment  of  Commissioner  of  said  Estate.  And 
doth  direct  him  to  Give  Publick  Notice  to  all  per¬ 
sons  interested  in  said  Estate  to  appear  (if  they 
see  cause)  at  the  time  and  place  to  be  heard  rela¬ 
tive  to  said  appointment  by  advertising  in  a  News¬ 
paper  printed  in  Hartford  and  by  Posting  a  copy 
on  the  Publick  sign  post  in  said  town  of  Berlin  and 
also  in  the  town  of  Simsbury  nearest  where  the 
said  deceased  last  dwelt  in  said  town.” 

1842,  May  7.  Connecticut  Courant,  Hartford: 
“Notice:  At  a  Court  of  Probate  holden  at  Berlin, 
within  and  for  the  District  of  Berlin,  on  the  21st 
day  of  April,  A.  D.,  1842,  this  Court  doth  direct 
Solomon  C.  Eno,  Administrator  on  the  Estate  of 
Solomon  Eno,  late  of  Berlin,  in  said  District,  de¬ 
ceased,  represented  to  be  insolvent,  to  give  notice 
to  all  persons  interested  in  the  estate  of  said  de¬ 
ceased,  to  appear  (if  they  see  cause)  before  the 
Court  of  Probate,  to  be  holden  at  the  Probate 
office  in  said  district,  on  the  14th  day  of  May  at 
1  o’clock  P.M.,  to  be  heard  relative  to  the  appoint¬ 
ment  of  Commissioners  on  said  estate,  by  posting 
said  order  of  notice  on  a  public  sign  post  in  said 
town  of  Berlin  nearest  the  place  where  the  de¬ 
ceased  last  dwelt,  and  also  in  the  town  of  Sims¬ 
bury,  and  by  advertising  the  same  in  a  newspaper 
published  in  Hartford.” 
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Eno,  who  died  at  the  age  of  ninety-eight,  was 
accustomed  in  her  later  years  to  refer  to  her  experi¬ 
ences  when  riding  to  Hartford  for  papers,  so  that 
the  men  should  not  be  called  from  their  labors  in 
the  fields.” 

1805,  Jan’y.  The  following  reminiscences  were 
told  by  Mary  Richards  Eno  to  Nellie  Eno  Parker, 
her  granddaughter,  soon  after  the  latter’s  mar¬ 
riage  (1875)  and  removal  to  New  Britain  from 
Simsbury.  Salmon  Eno,  Polly’s  escort  on  this 
occasion,  was  a  school  teacher  in  New  Britain  at 
the  time.  Here  again  the  reference  to  Father 
means  her  father  by  adoption  -  Aaron  Roberts. 

‘‘Remembrances  of  Polly  Richards  who  went 
to  the  Inauguration  Ball  of  Rev.  Joel  Brace  D.D., 
who  was  ordained  in  Newington  Jan.  16,  1805  and 
preached  there  fifty  years. 

“It  was  the  coldest  day  that  ever  blew  out  of 
the  sky  and  the  snow  was  thick  on  the  ground.  I 
went  in  a  sleigh  or  ‘cutter’  with  Salmon  Eno,  but 
that  was  before  we  were  married  or  even  engaged. 
We  left  home  at  ten  in  the  morning  and  ate  some¬ 
thing  before  we  started,  then  had  supper  at  Col. 
Lusk’s  in  Newington  about  6,  after  which  there 
was  a  Ball  in  the  Ball-room.  Brace  &  Seldon, 
drummer  &  fiddler  were  the  musicians  &  when 
there  was  a  Ball  in  New  Britain  they  came  & 
fiddled  for  us.  I  was  dressed  out  according  to  the 
latest  style  in  a  pink  calico  with  diamond  in  neck 
&  scant  skirt,  with  short  puffed  sleeves,  white  silk 
long  mitts.  Money  was  scarce  in  those  days  d: 
calico  was  .50  a  yard.  Open  work  stockings  & 
slippers.  The  other  girls  wore  about  the  same  kind 
of  dress.  A  black  satin  cloak  &  straw  poke  bonnet, 
trimmed  with  green  ribbon.  The  pink  calico  dress 
was  one  my  Father  bought  me  in  N.  Y.  He  was 
appointed  executor  of  his  Uncle’s  estate  in  New 
Jersey  and  of  course  had  to  make  a  long  tedious 
journey  down  there  on  horseback.  It  was  re¬ 
garded  as  a  great  undertaking  in  those  days  and 
before  he  went  all  the  towns-people  came  in  to  bid 
him  good-bye  and  wish  him  well.  While  he  was 
gone  they  came  in  nearly  every  day  to  inquire  if 
he  had  been  heard  from.  When  he  returned  they 
came  in  to  know  how  he  stood  the  journey  and  to 
hear  all  the  wonderful  news  from  down  that  way. 
Mrs.  Bijah  Hart  picked  out  the  calico  dress  for 
him.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hart  were  from  New  Britain 
and  were  somewhat  related,  and  that  was  how  I 


1842,  May  2S.  Do:  “Notice:  The  undersigned 
having  been  appointed  by  the  Hon.  Court  of  Pro¬ 
bate  for  the  district  of  Berlin,  commissioners  to 
receive  and  adjust  the  claims  of  the  creditors  of 
the  estate  of  Salmon  Eno,  late  of  Berlin,  in  said 
district  deceased,  represented  to  be  insolvent, 
hereby  give  notice  that  we  will  attend  to  the  duties 
of  our  appointment  at  the  dwelling  house  of 
Salmon  C.  Eno,  in  Simsbury,  on  the  5th  day  of 
Sept,  and  14th  of  November  next,  at  one  o’clock 
P.  M.  on  each  of  said  days.  Six  months  from  the 
14th  day  of  May,  1842,  is  allowed  by  said  Court 
for  creditors  to  exhibit  their  claims  to  us  duly 

attested.  Moses  Enstcn  1  Commissioners. 
Julius  Chapman  J 

Simsbury,  May  16,  1842.” 


1842,  June  6.  Vol.  1 1,  p  505  P  Ct,  New  Britain: 
“Salmon  C.  Eno  Administrator  on  the  Estate  of 
Salmon  Eno  late  of  Berlin  within  said  district 
deceased  exhibited  in  Court  an  Inventory  of  the 
Property  of  said  estate  which  is  approved  and 
ordered  to  be  recorded  and  kept  on  file  as  fol¬ 
lowing: 

Sundry  Articles  of  House  hold  furnitures  Fann¬ 
ing  utensils  Clothing  <Sic  as  pr  I nventory  on  file, 


in  Simsbury  &  Berlin . $  363.50 

note  and  interest  against  Luke  Humphrey  .  5.33 

note  and  interest  against  Abee  Case  Jun  .  102.27 

note  and  interest  against  Lydia  Goodrich  .  105.68 

note  and  interest  against  Zebulon  Chapin  .  649.76 

note  and  interest  against  Channing  Goodrich  99.85 
note  and  interest  against  Japhet  H.  &  Chester 

Case . .  .  120.56 

note  and  interest  against  Caleb  F.  Edgcrton  .  137.81 

Receipt  and  Interest  against  Eno  &  Phelps  .  2,874.07 


Amt.  of  Personal  Estate  .  .  .  $4,458.83 

“REAL  ESTATE: 


Dwelling  House,  Woodhouse  &c  and  about  2 
acres  Land  Bounded  East  by  highway  &  West 

by  Canal .  1,000.00 

About  50  Acres  of  Land  Bounded  West  by  high¬ 
way  and  east  by  the  River  with  the  Barn,  Cow 
house  &c  standing  thereon  appraised  at  60  Doll 


pr  acre  including  buildings  ....  3,000.00 
About  15  acres  of  wood  land  at  the  west  end  of 
the  Humphrey  Farm  Aprizd  at  $35  .  .  525.00 

About  15  acres  called  the  Anada  Case  Wood 

Lot  (a.  $15  225.00 

About  68  acres  being  the  remainder  of  the 
Homestead  Bounded  East  on  the  Canal  at 

$14.25  per  acr .  969.00 

About  8  acres  Case  meadow  so  called,  at  $60 

per  a .  480.00 
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happened  to  have  this  dress  for  the  ball.  Polly 
Lee,  Annie  Stanley,  O  or  Abi  North,  Samuel 
Booth,  Nabby  Bills,  Lucy  Webster,  Nabby 
Webster,  Abi  Lewis,  (my  Aunt)  Dr.  Andrews, 
Prof.  Andrews,  Nathan  Booth,  Tom  Kilby,  and 
all  New  Britain  almost  were  there.  At  this  time  1 
remember  about  44  houses  in  town  and  about  13 
in  a  square  mile,  including  the  center. 

“There  were  only  2  carriages  in  town  then,  an 
open  one  with  two  wheels  and  one  seat.  Col. 
Stanley  had  one  like  it  with  the  addition  of  a  top. 
Others  went  on  horseback  or  afoot  -  William  Hart 
had  an  umbrella  and  there  were  one  or  two  others 
-they  were  silk.  The  richest  men  were:  Col.  Lee, 
Col.  Stanley,  Ellison  Smith  -  who  kept  a  store  over 
on  East  Street,  Ensign  Andrews.” 

1805,  June  2.  P  223  Andrews:  Mary  is  not  yet 
quite  twenty,  but  she  has  said  “yes”  to  Salmon 
Eno,  the  school  teacher,  and  now  the  wedding  day 
is  at  hand.  It  was  celebrated  at  the  old  farm  house 
on  South  Main  street,  but  at  that  time  not  so  very 
old.  It  is  to  be  regretted  that  she  did  not  leave  a 
description  of  this  event;  but  she  did  leave  a  little 
scrap  of  information  in  the  following  paragraph: 

“The  first  loaf-cake  we  ever  had  was  about  the 
time  I  was  married.  We  had  heard  of  loaf  cake 
made  by  rule,  and  we  had  some  but  it  was  made 
of  rye  flour  and  sweetened  with  molasses.  At  my 
wedding  we  had  loaf  cake  and  malaga  wine  which 
cost  $1.50  a  gallon.  -  At  parties  generally  we  had 
gingerbread,  rye  bread,  butter  and  tea.  When  I 
was  married  I  had  nine  pairs  of  linen  sheets  made 
by  myself  entirely  from  the  flax.” 

1814.  Vol.  II,  p  246  Stiles’  Windsor:  Mary 
Richards  Eno  joins  the  Church  at  Simsbury.  She 
herself  must  have  given  this  fact  to  Dr.  Stiles 
when  he  was  preparing  his  great  work  on  Windsor. 

1831,  Jan’y  22.  Vol.  I,  pp  338-9,  P  Ct,  New 
Britain.  Abstract  of  will  of  Aaron  Roberts :  “  First. 
All  just  debts  to  be  paid  by  my  executor  out  of 
my  estate  given  to  his  wife. 

“Second.  I  give  to  my  beloved  wife  Mary 
Roberts  one  half  of  my  household  furniture  to  be 
at  her  disposal. 

“Third.  To  the  children  of  my  late  sister  Hep- 
sibah  Strong  a  note  for  $304.06  against  their  father 
John  Strong  dated  Berlin,  Oct.  17,  1825. 


Parker  place  so  called  containing  about  1}^ 

accrs  of  Land  with  a  small  house  &  shed  thereon  $  200.00 


About  6  acres  of  Wood  Land  top  of  Sandy  Hill 

at  $-45  .  270.00 

About  14  acres  of  old  field  adjoining  the  last  at 

$16  .  224.00 

About  20  acres  adjoining  County  Road  at  $12  240.00 

About  6  aers  of  old  field  lying  farther  North  and 
adjoining  County  Road  at  $6  pr  a  .  .  .  36.00 


About  6  acres  of  Land  with  a  young  growth  of 

wood  upon  it  adjoining  the  last  described  piece  78.00 

About  4S  acres  called  the  Reed  place  with  a 

small  Dwelling  house  thereon,  at  $21.  pr  a  .  1.00S.00 

Appraised  by  us  Apl.  25,  1S42:  Amt.ofReal  $S,255.00 
Calvin  Barber  Personal  4,458.83 

Jeffrey  C.  Phelps  - 

Theodore  C.  Brunson  $12,713.83” 

1842,  Oct.  22.  P  525  Do:  “Salmon  Eno’s  estate: 
On  motion  of  the  Administrator  on  the  estate  of 
Salmon  Eno  late  of  Berlin  deceased  this  Court 
doth  appoint  the  15th  day  of  November  next  at 
1  o’clock  P.  M.  at  the  Probate  office  for  the  hear¬ 
ing,  allowance,  settlement  of  the  Administrator’s 
account  on  said  Estate.  And  doth  direct  said  Ad¬ 
ministrator  to  give  public  notice  to  all  persons 
interested  in  said  Estate  to  appear  (if  they  see 
cause)  before  said  court  and  place  to  be  heard 
therein  by  posting  said  order  on  the  public  sign 
post  in  Berlin  and  publishing  the  same  in  news¬ 
paper  printed  in  Hartford.” 

1842,  Nov.  18.  P  527  Do:  “The  Report  of 
Commissioners  on  the  Estate  of  Salmon  Eno  late 
of  Berlin  was  exhibited  in  Court  and  ordered  kept 
on  file  Dec.  2,  1842.  And  the  Administrator  ex¬ 
hibited  in  Court  his  account  of  Administration  by 
which  it  appears  that  the  Debts  &  charges  amount 
to  $770.13.  The  personal  property  Inventories  to 
$4,330.76,  Leaving  a  balance  of  Distribution 
$3,560.63  which  is  allowed.  He  now  moves  for  a 
order  of  Dower  &  of  Distribution  on  said  Estate. 
Whereupon  this  Court  doth  appoint  Lancel  Foot, 
Aurora  Case  &  Henry  Eli  to  set  out  to  Polly  Eno 
widow  of  said  dec’d,  the  one  third  part  of  all  the 
Real  Estate  of  said  Salmon  Eno  dec’d  seized  of  in 
his  own  right  in  fee  as  her  right  of  Dower  in  said 
Estate  -  and  all  the  Residue  of  said  Real  Estate 
and  personal  estate  in  the  following  manner.  One 
third  of  the  personal  Estate  to  said  widow  and  all 
the  residue  both  Real  &  personal  in  equal  shares 
to  Amos  R.  Eno,  Salmon  C.  Eno,  Emeline  E. 
Bassett,  Mary  E.  Humphrey  &  Jane  L.  Eno  chil- 
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“Fourth.  To  the  children  of  my  late  sister 
Mary  Savage  all  lands  in  Candor  County  of  Tioga, 
N  Y  State;  also  all  notes  and  mortgages  relating 
thereto;  also  30  acres  of  land  on  south  side  of  my 
farm  in  Berlin  where  I  now  live;  on  condition  of 
their  father  relinquishing  all  claims  against  my 
estate. 


drcn  of  the  dec’d  in  equal  shares  deducting  from 
the  share  of  Amos  $1,500,  from  the  share  of 
Emeline  $300  &  from  the  share  of  Mary  $500  for 
advancements  made  to  them  in  his  life  by  the  said 
deceased  and  make  return  to  this  court.  Attest 
Ira  E.  Smith,  Judge.” 


“Fifth.  I  give  Devise  &  Bequeath  all  the  remainder  of  my  estate,  both  real  and  personal  to  Polly  the 
<vife  of  Salmon  Eno  of  Simsbury. 

“Lastly,  I  appoint  my  trusty  friend  Mr.  Salmon  Eno  of  Simsbury  executor. 


Witnesses;  Polly  Clark  Aaron  Roberts.” 

Josiah  Steele 
Thomas  Lee 


1831,  Sept.  27.  P  193  Andrews:  Aaron  Roberts  dies  at  73  years  of  age,  having  married  Mary  Wards- 
worth  only  2  years  before.  Ruth  Hart  Roberts,  his  first  wife  and  the  special  friend  of  Mary’s  mother 
Lydia  Lewis,  had  died  July  19,  1S28  at  age  68.  There  was  no  issue  by  either  marriage. 


1831,  Oct.  12.  Vol.  I,  p  341  P  Ct:  “Inventory  of  Aaron  Roberts’  estate: 

Personal  estate  including  horse,  yoke  of  cattle,  two  cows,  two  swine,  crops  in  the  ground,  &c  .  $  684.72 

Notes  against  various  people  ............  1,114.17 

All  the  buildings  with  63  acres  of  land  ..........  2,835.00 

30  Acres  on  the  South  end  of  farm  ...........  600.00 

20  acres  of  Woodland  on  the  Mountain  ..........  270.00 

Slip  in  the  Meeting  House  ............  150.00 

Right  in  the  Hay  Scales  .............  2.00 


Cyrus  Strong 
William  Smith 


appraisers  under  oath. 


$5,655.89” 


1832,  Apl.  28.  Do:  Commissioners  reported  debts  of  $1,532.58.  The  63  acres  here  inventoried  increased 
by  later  estimates  to  100  acres;  and  one  deed  calls  it  80  acres.  These  plus  any  balance  went  to  Polly  Eno. 

1842,  Apl.  3.  P  223  Andrews:  When  Mary  Eno’s  husband  Salmon  Eno  died  the  family  was  at  the 
Roberts’  farmhouse  in  New  Britain,  which  they  had  occupied  during  the  whole  or  part  of  the  two  year 
interim  when  the  Bassetts  left  it  to  return  to  Litchfield.  All  the  children  were  married  except  Chester  who, 
though  now  28,  had  yet  three  more  years  of  single  blessedness  before  him.  It  is  evident  that  Mary  Eno 
continued  to  make  the  Roberts’  farmhouse  her  home  for  only  the  next  year  she  joined  the  South  Church 
at  New  Britain  and  it  is  very  probable  that  when  she  moved  from  Simsbury  it  was  with  the  idea  of  ending 
permanently  “the  forty  years  in  the  wilderness”  which  she  affectionately  referred  to  in  later  years  as  her 
life  in  Simsbury. 

1843.  P  65  C  R,  Half  Century:  The  South  Congregational  Church  Record  of  Members  shows  Polly 
Eno  joining  the  Church  in  1843,  by  letter  from  the  Church  in  Simsbury,  within  one  year  of  the  founding 
of  the  South  Church.  She  is  No.  139  on  the  Church  roll.  In  1846  the  Maternal  Association  of  the  South 
Church  was  organized.  Mrs.  Eno  was  instrumental  in  getting  it  started,  and  she  maintained  an  active 
interest  in  it  for  many  years. 


1844,  Feb’y  14.  Vol.  24,  p  156  L  R,  Berlin:  Mary  Eno  of  Berlin  gives  to  Ozias  B.  Bassett  and  Emeline 
Bassett  of  Litchfield  the  100  acre  farm  which  she  had  received  through  the  Aaron  Roberts  will.  When 
the  Bassetts  came  to  occupy  the  place  Mary  Eno  boarded  for  a  time  with  O.  C.  Stanley’s  family  on  Main 
street,  New  Britain;  but  good  as  this  was  it  evidently  could  not  take  the  place  of  her  own  house  and  garden 
and  hence  the  purchase  of  the  plot  below. 

1844,  June  6.  Vol.  22,  p  334  L  R,  Berlin:  Polly  Eno  buys  land  on  Washington  street,  New  Britain  and 
gives  Augustus  Ward  of  Farmington  a  mortgage  deed  of  $900.00  on  same.  Here  is  the  description  of  it: 
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“Beginning  on  the  Southwest  corner  of  Widow  Chloe  Stanley’s  Lot  about  Twenty  Rods  from  the  East 
and  West  Highway,  Running  South  on  the  line  of  the  New  Highway  Eight  Rods,  Thence  running 
westerly  about  nineteen  Rods  to  Widow  Chloe  Stanley’s  lot,  thence  easterly  on  the  line  of  said  Chloe 
Stanley’s  lot  to  the  place  of  beginning,  containing  about  one  Hundred  &  Fifty  Two  Rods  of  land  be  the 
same  more  or  less  with  the  buildings  thereon.”  In  this  description  the  “East  &  West  Highway”  is  present 
West  Main  street  and  the  “new  highway”  is  present  Washington  street.  The  handsome  Elks  Club  house 
now  occupies  the  plot.  When  she  was  there  it  was  known  as  33  Washington  street.  In  our  digit  and  early 
teen  age  (1878-1883)  we  remember  her  kindly  greeting  from  her  arm  chair  whenever  we  appeared  and 
we  remember  also  her  faithful  attendant  Jeanette  Tuller  who  was  in  charge  of  the  house  in  those  days. 

1855,  Apl.  24.  Vol.  I,  p  383  Manuscripts,  New  Britain:  C.  B.  Erwin  appeals  to  the  Selectmen  to  make 
a  division  of  a  certain  fence  between  the  lot  of  said  Erwin  lying  on  the  East  side  of  High  street  and  the 
House  Lot  of  Mary  Eno  which  has  never  been  divided;  and  the  said  Mary  Eno  refusing  to  join  in  a 
division,  the  Selectmen  nevertheless  fix  the  North  4  rods  to  Mary  Eno  and  the  South  4  rods  to  Erwin. 

1857,  Nov.  2.  Vol.  20,  p  29  P  Ct,  New  Britain:  “I  Mary  Eno  of  New  Britain,  Hartford  County, 
Connecticut,  being  of  sound  and  disposing  mind  and  memory,  do  make  and  ordain  this  my  last  will  and 
testament  to  wit:  After  payment  of  my  just  debts  and  funeral  charges,  I  dispose  of  my  estate  as  follows: 

“  I  give,  bequeath  and  devise  to  my  children  Amos  R.  Eno,  Salmon  C.  Eno,  Emeline  E.  Bassett  and 
Jane  E.  Barber  to  hold  in  equal  shares,  four  fifths  of  all  my  real  .and  personal  and  of  every  name  and  kind, 
to  be  to  them  their  heirs  and  assigns  forever. 

“The  remaining  fifth  of  my  estate  1  give,  bequeath  and  devise  to  my  Executors  in  trust  In  the  payment 
of  the  annual  interest  and  income  thereof  to  my  daughter  Mary  E.  Humphrey  during  her  life  and  upon 
her  decease  to  deliver  over  and  distribute  the  same  to  and  among  my  other  children  in  equal  shares  -  if 
either  of  said  children  shall  have  died  before  such  distribution  leaving  issue,  such  issue  to  take  the  parents 
share. 

I  hereby  constitute  and  appoint  my  sons  Amos  R.  Eno  and  Salmon  C.  Eno  executors  of  this  my  last 
will  and  testament  revoking  all  former  wills  by  me  made. 

“In  witness  whereof  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  seal  this  2d  day  of  Nov.  A  D  1857. 

Witnesses:  Harriet  Lewis  Mary  Eno  LS” 

Harriet  Smith 
S.  E.  Case 

Codicil.  I  Mary  Eno  being  of  sound  and  disposing  mind  and  memory  do  make  and  publish  this  codicil 
to  my  last  will  and  testament  heretofore  by  me  executed  and  dated  the  second  day  of  November  A  D  1857, 
for  the  better  understanding  of  the  same  to  wit:  my  will  is  that  the  share  of  my  estate  devised  to  my  son 
Salmon  C.  Eno  shall  in  case  of  his  death  before  me  be  distributed  according  to  the  directions  of  the  last 
will  of  said  Salmon  C.  Eno.  Witness  my  hand  and  seal  this  18th  day  of  May,  A  D  1878. 

Presence  of:  Milton  H.  Bassett  Mary  Eno  (L  S)» 

Sarah  L.  Stanley,  Jennett  E.  Tuller 

Rec  d  in  Court,  filled  to  be  duly  proved,  approved,  ordered  recorded  and  placed  on  file  this  22nd  day 
of  October,  1883.” 

1862,  Sept.  29.  Birthday  poem  written  by  Mary  Richards  Eno  in  a  letter  to  her  granddaughter  Marv 
Eno  Mumford: 


Time  was  when  I  was  young  &  gay 
And  happy  was  my  lot; 

But  now  I’m  old,  my  hair  is  gray 
And  I  am  quite  forgot. 

Time  was  when  I  had  friendly  calls 
From  morning,  noon  and  even; 

But  now  I’m  old  and  friends  grow  cold 
Because  I’m  seventy-seven. 


One  of  the  number  once  was  I 
Where  parties  off  were  given; 

Now  at  the  best,  I’m  often  left 
Because  I’m  seventy-seven. 

The  young  pass  by  with  heedless  eye 
And  wish  me  well  in  Heaven; 

The  reason  why  they  pass  me  by 
Because  I ’m  seventy-seven. 
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Beloved  children  numbering  five 
And  one  1  trust  in  Heaven; 
Yet  I  am  suffered  to  remain 
Till  1  am  seventy-seven. 


Of  all  my  days  these  are  the  best 
That  God  to  me  hath  given; 
Enough  of  wealth  &  blest  with  health 
Although  1  am  seventy-seven. 


1871,  Dec.  31.  During  this  her  87th  year  Mary  Eno  kept  a  7-line-per-day  diary  and  every  day  is 
accounted  for  except  perhaps  half  a  dozen.  The  writing  is  clear  and  steady  and  it  is  a  model  diary  for  it 
teems  with  the  names  of  those  who  call  and  the  calls  she  makes,  without  a  single  drop  to  the  level  of 
gossip;  and  it  shows  her  actively  in  the  management  of  her  house  and  helpers,  without  a  single  diop  to  a 
groan  even  when  sick.  Analysis  of  her  Sundays  shows  that  she  attended  Church  on  at  least  41  of  them; 
on  five  of  them  the  weather  was  too  bad;  on  three  of  them  it  is  stated  simply  “staid  home  ;  on  one  she 
attended  a  funeral  in  Avon;  and  on  two  Sundays  Church  is  not  mentioned.  During  the  year  she  made  one 
shopping  trip  to  New  York,  with  return  next  day,  and  several  trips  to  Simsbury  and  Hartford  and  other 
places.  On  Nov.  14th  she  gave  an  old  ladies’  party  at  her  house.  Several  times  she  records  simply  received 
check  from  Amos.”  The  amount  is  never  stated,  but  it  is  evident  that  he  never  forgot  his  mother  and 
was  as  generous  as  her  unpretentious  tastes  would  permit. 

1874,  Dec.  15.  New  Britain  Record:  “A  Remarkable  Production.  The  following  poetry  written  in  a 
distinct  round  character,  was  handed  in  to  the  Literary  Society  of  New  Britain,  on  the  14th,  and  read  at 
their  meeting,  at  Union  hall,  on  the  evening  of  the  15th.  The  author  is  a  lady  ninety  years  of  age,  a  native 
of  this  city  and  still  a  resident,  and  it  is  known  to  her  friends  that  its  composition  was  completed  entire 
during  spare  moments  inside  of  two  days  of  this  last  week.  It  is  doubtful  if  its  equal  can  be  found,  all 
things  considered,  within  this  state,  and  probably  it  will  not  be  in  a  dozen  states,  but  though  it  is  equalled, 
it  is  still  a  very  remarkable  and  interesting  paper  to  our  citizens.  The  hale  old  lady  graced  the  occasion 
with  her  presence  and  heard  her  poem  read  -  May  blessings  on  her  rest  . 

So  off  they  jog  with  steady  pace 
To  be  at  church  in  time, 

For  to  be  late  on  Sabbath  day 
Was  then  a  heinous  crime. 


If  I  could  wield  a  poet’s  pen, 

A  story  I  would  tell, 

Of  men  and  things  of  olden  time 
Of  which  I  know  full  well. 


And  now  my  friends  I  pray  attend 
While  I  attempt  to  show 
The  state  in  which  New  Britain  was 
But  sixty  years  ago. 

Their  houses  of  the  roughest  kind, 

Their  rooms  were  ceiled  with  wood, 

No  paint  or  paper  decked  their  walls, 
Yet  all  pronounced  them  good. 

The  windows  of  the  smallest  size, 

In  foreign  lands  were  made, 

And  when  they  broke,  the  ancient  dame 
A  dry  goods  sign  displayed. 

The  Sabbath  day  was  kept  entire, 

From  morning  until  night, 

The  children  stayed  within  the  doors 
’Till  the  sun  was  out  of  sight. 

And  how  they  should  bedeck  themselves 
Was  not  their  constant  care, 

They  had  one  suit  for  every  day 
And  one  for  Sunday  wear. 

The  horse  with  saddle  pillion  decked, 
The  gayest  of  its  kind, 

The  good  old  man  gets  on  before 
His  better  half  behind. 


The  church  of  which  they  had  but  one, 
Had  covering  all  askew, 

And  in  these  cold  December  days 
The  wind  would  whistle  through. 

The  good  old  parson  sallied  forth 
To  preach  of  God’s  decrees, 

To  which  no  person  dare  approach 
Unless  upon  his  knees. 

Our  mothers  rose  at  early  dawn. 

They  worked  from  morn  till  night, 
The  good  old  fathers  never  thought 
Or  dreamed  of  women’s  rights. 

Ten  dollars  paid  a  man  a  month, 

To  teach  a  district  school, 

To  mend  the  pens,  the  copies  set, 

And  do  it  all  by  rule. 

One  dollar  paid  a  girl  a  week, 

And  board  herself  at  that, 

To  teach  to  read  and  spell  and  sew  - 
’T would  surely  starve  a  cat. 

From  testament  and  spelling  book 
They  learned  to  read  and  spell, 

But  how  to  bound  their  native  state 
Not  one  in  ten  could  tell. 
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According  to  the  adage  old, 
That  “ignorance  is  bliss”, 


Thanks  for  the  teacher's  patient  toil, 
To  rear  the  tender  thought, 


A  happy  people  they  must  be, 


And  teach  the  young  ideal  mind 
Both  where  and  how  to  shoot. 


A  nation  trained  like  this. 


For  pens  they  plucked  the  Goose's  wing. 
Perhaps  you  have  been  told, 


These  wide  and  spacious  halls! 
Oh  who  can  count  the  multitude 


These  churches  with  their  lofty  spires! 


But  we  are  blest  with  better  things, 
We  write  with  pens  of  gold. 


That  meet  within  their  walls. 


The  numerous  schools  and  teachers  now, 


A  liberal  people  sure  they  are, 
May  blessings  on  them  rest! 


May  well  be  called  a  host, 


The  means  of  education  here 
No  other  town  can  boast. 


Of  all  the  towns  beneath  the  sun, 
New  Britain  is  the  best! 


-  Mary  E.  Eno” 


1883,  Sept.  29.  GSR:  1  his  is  the  9Sth  birthday  and  the  day  of  death  combined,  a  most  unusual  cir- 
cumstance.  The  funeral  was  at  her  home  on  Washington  street  with  Rev.  James  W.  Cooper,  D.D.,  official 
ing.  The  burial  was  in  the  Simsbury  cemetery  beside  her  husband  who  had  died  41  years  before  her  at  62. 
A  monument  marks  her  grave  with  this  simple  engraving,  which  is  inscribed  just  under  a  similar  record 
of  her  husband:  MARY  RICHARDS  His  Wife  Died  Sept.  29  1SS3  Aged  98 

Dr.  George  P.  Cooley,  her  attending  physician,  tells  this  little  incident  of  her  last  sickness  which  illus¬ 
trates  her  perfect  balance,  up  to  the  very  last.  Her  son  Amos  had  sent  her  a  new  bed  -  one  of  the  best 
New  York  had  to  offer,  and  when  the  doctor  asked  her  how  she  liked  it  she  said  it  was  nice  but  she  really 
did  not  like  it  as  well  as  her  old  one;  “but  then,”  she  added  quickly,  “you  cannot  look  a  gift  horse  in  the 
mouth.” 

1883,  Sept.  30.  N  B  Herald:  “Death  of  Mrs.  Mary  Richards  Eno  in  Her  99th  Year.  In  the  death  of 
‘Grandma  Eno’,  one  half  hour  passed  into  her  ninety-ninth  year,  every  old  resident  of  New  Britain  and 
a  large  company  of  the  younger  portion  of  our  people  feel  a  sense  of  personal  loss.  She  was  the  oldest 
resident  of  this  town  and  yet  up  to  a  very  recent  date  she  had  been  very  active.  Her  sturdy  figure  and 
noble  face  and  quick  step  were  a  familiar  feature  of  New  Britain.  For  forty  years  she  has  resided  at  her 
residence  on  Washington  street  and  for  that  length  of  time  she  has  been  the  constant  friend  and  companion 
of  the  late  l  ion.  F.  T.  Stanley  and  his  brother  William  B.  Stanley.  Daily  after  dinner,  year  after  '’car, 
Mayor  Stanley  crossed  the  yard  and  entered  the  familiar  door  of  Grandma  Eno.  The  Hartford  Courant 
lay  daily  on  the  table  and  was  daily  discussed.  Matters  of  public  interest  and  private  benevolence  were 
the  familiar  themes  of  that  fireside.  Flow  much  that  good  man  owed  to  Grandma  Eno  or  how  much 
Grandma  Eno  owed  to  him  none  can  ever  determine.  In  him  we  had  a  pattern  of  active  benevoience.  In 
Grandma  Eno  we  had  a  serene  counsellor  and  friend,  also  full  of  beneficent  intentions  and  kindly  motives 
mingled  with  firmness  and  decision  of  character  and  united  to  a  constitution  of  amazing  endurance  and 
a  body  of  perfect  soundness  and  elasticity.  It  was  a  remarkable  picture  that  was  set  forth  in  tableau  vivant 
in  Grandmother  Eno’s  sitting  room  daily  after  Mayor  Stanley  had  become  totally  blind.  He  would  be 
led  across  the  lawn  to  the  familiar  chair  and  there  he  would  sit  erect  under  his  silvery  honors  of  seventy 
odd  years;  while  she,  although  over  ninety  years  old,  read  to  him  the  lines  he  could  no  longer  see,  and  run 
over  for  him  at  times  the  reminiscences  of  the  years  gone  by,  of  which  they  were  almost  the  only  survivors. 
Deacon  Alfred  Andrews,  in  the  writing  of  his  Ecclesiastical  History  of  New  Britain,  made  daily  visits  to 
Grandma  Eno  s  and  to  Mayor  Stanley  s  houses,  and  found  that  in  the  clear  memory  of  each  lay  a  mine 
of  accurate  information  concerning  persons  and  places,  which  he  digested  in  his  laborious  work. 

“Those  who  were  familiar  with  her  mind  noticed  an  affection  for  the  very  soil  of  this  town. 

Upon  her  marriage  to  Mr.  Salmon  Eno  she  was  compelled  to  go  to  Simsbury,  where  she  resided  for 
nearly  forty  years,  which  she  often  humorously  alluded  to  as  ‘forty  years  in  the  wilderness’.'  She  was 
accustomed  in  her  later  life  to  while  away  hours  in  metrical  literary  compositions,  but  as  these  did  not 
come  up  to  her  ideal  she  seldom  showed  them  to  any  but  her  intimate  friends.  A  few  of  these  selections 
at  their  solicitation  have  been  published.  In  one  of  these  rhymes  she  thus  gives  her  ideas  of  Simsbury  land: 
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‘It  was  easy  to  plow,  it  was  easy  to  reap; 

It  was  easy  to  gather  your  grain  in  a  heap; 

It  was  easy  to  carry  the  grain  to  the  mill, 

And  to  get  the  grist  home,  that  was  easier  still.’ 

“The  gay  humor  and  whimsical  characterizations  in  these  rhymes  were  very  amusing  to  herself  and  to 
her  friends.  It  is  a  singular  thing  for  an  old  lady  to  begin  such  amusement  after  her  sixtieth  year  and  con¬ 
tinue  it  until  after  her  ninety-third  year.  ,  r  .  , 

“Another  remarkable  fact  is  that  from  an  early  date  in  this  century  she  predicted  and  held  to  her  faith, 

that  New  Britain  was  destined  to  be  a  large  town;  when  few  could  see  how  it  was  to  come  about,  she 
positively  and  constantly  asserted  that  on  the  loved  soil  was  to  grow  a  prosperous  city.  It  had  been  fondly 
hoped  that  she  might  live  to  see  the  rounded  century  complete  but  she  often  said  it  was  doubtful,  and  a 
few  weeks  before  her  decease  she  said  that  she  dreamed  that  she  should  depart  shortly  alter  her  next 
birthday;  and  she  frequently  alluded  to  this  birthday  as  a  momentous  occasion.  These  predictions  are 

realized  with  a  startling  accuracy.  .  . 

“Her  life  has  been  a  happy  and  prosperous  one.  Her  son,  Amos  R.  Eno  of  New  \  ork,  widely  known  as 
the  projector  and  builder  of  the  Fifth  Avenue  hotel,  has  provided  her  with  abundance  for  her  own  use  and 
without  question  as  to  which  disposition  she  made  in  charity.  He  could  well  trust  that  noble  mother.  Her 
other  children  now  living  are  Mrs.  O.  B.  Bassette  of  this  city,  Salmon  C.  Eno  of  Simsbury,  Conn.,  Mrs. 
Paris  Barbour  of  Homer,  N.  Y.,  Mrs.  Milton  Humphrey  of  Farmington,  and  they  share  with  all  our  people 

the  pleasure  of  remembering  Grandma  Eno.” 

1883,  Oct.  1.  The  following  letter  written  to  the  New  Britain  Herald  by  one  of  her  old  friends  of  Sims¬ 
bury  gives  a  fine  review  of  the  funeral  services  held  there  as  well  as  a  summary  ot  the  ministers  tribute. 
“Obsequies  of  Grandma  Eno.  You  seldom  receive  a  letter  from  this  quiet  village,  but  an  event  of  so 
unusual  interest  has  occurred  to  us  that  we  think  it  a  sufficient  reason  for  noting  for  your  benefit  some  of 
the  particulars.  An  occasion  such  as  the  funeral  of  Mrs.  Mary  Eno  of  your  city,  seldom  occurs  in  our 
peaceful  community.  The  large  funeral  party  accompanying  the  remains,  arrived  by  tram  at  quarter  past 
twelve  and  gathered  at  the  country  residence  of  Mr.  Amos  R.  Eno,  son  of  the  deceased,  where  all  of  Sims¬ 
bury  immediately  gathered.  Such  an  assembly  of  snow-crowned  people  is  very  seldom  seen.  The  casket 
which  had  arrived  with  very  little  floral  display  was  more  than  covered  with  the  most  exquisite  flowers 
and  wreaths.  They  were  brought  in  such  embarrassing  profusion  that  it  was  almost  impossible  to  find 
room  to  deposit  them  about  it.  They  filled  the  whole  house  with  a  fragrance  typical  of  the  fragrance  of 
the  life  of  the  departed.  Bushy  Hill  was  represented  and  Salmon  Brook,  Weatogue  and  the  Plains  were 
all  present  to  express  their  love  and  honor. 

"The  Rev.  Mr.  Tomlinson  read  selections  of  scripture  and  then,  after  an  expressive  almost  oppressive 
silence  of  several  moments,  he  commenced  a  most  beautiful  tribute,  in  which  he  expressed  so  far  as  words 
could  do,  the  feeling  of  the  whole  community.  I  can  only  give  you  a  few  hints  of  the  heart-touching  wore  s 
he  spoke.  First,  he  spoke  of  the  last  sad  occasion  when  this  same  people,  less  than  a  year  ago,  gathered 
to  pay  their  last  respects  to  the  wife  of  Mr.  Eno,  in  this  house  which  had  remained  silent  from  that  day  to 
the  present,  that  lady  of  sterling  worth  and  so  universally  beloved,  was  laid  here  to  rest  among  us.  Then 
he  said  again  we  meet  but  not  to  mourn,  we  rejoice  for  this  was  a  mother  indeed.  Hers  was  a  positive 
character  both  in  her  home  and  in  the  community;  such  a  character  as  would  make  its  mark  in  any  com¬ 
munity,  whatever.  There  was  no  wavering  -  she  w'as  never  on  both  sides;  you  all  knew  where  to  find  her. 
Possessed  of  a  body  of  remarkable  strength  and  a  spirit  corresponding  in  breadth  and  depth,  her  influence 
was  a  power  She  erred,  if  she  erred  at  all,  on  account  of  this  unusual  strength  mingled  with  a  peculiar 
sensitiveness.  She  was  fine  in  her  sensibilities;  she  had  a  vein  of  wit  and  humor,  and  she  liked  to  use  this 
to  hit  some  foible  or  error,  and  many  stinging  reproofs  were  given  midst  hearty  laughter  and  mern- 

“She  held  to  the  foundations  of  principles.  When  once  she  grasped  the  realities  of  the  unseen  world 
she  held  them  with  a  tenacity  which  could  not  be  shaken.  She  was  one  who  believed  in  the  realities  of  the 
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unseen  world  and  shaped  her  conduct  and  life  thereby.  Her  habits  of  religious  thought  were  like  her  own 
physical  development  -  strong  and  deep.  She  knew  in  whom  she  trusted  and  her  faith  to  her  latest  hour 
wavered  not.  Unostentatious  in  her  religious  as  well  as  her  secular  life  her  influence  will  long  be  felt  by 
all  who  had  the  good  fortune  to  know  her.  Again  I  say  she  was  a  positive  character.  May  it  be  ours, 
both  yours  and  mine,  to  have  the  same  confidence  in  God  and  the  same  firmness  in  convictions  of  right 
which  characterized  Mrs.  Eno.  A  soul-stirring  prayer  offered  by  Mr.  Horace  Winslow  expressed  the  feel¬ 
ing  of  gratitude  for  the  life  just  ended  and  the  touching  petitions  for  the  children  and  grand  children  and 
great  grand  children  whose  success  already  was  largely  due  to  the  prayers  and  example  of  the  aged  one, 
will  long  be  remembered.  You  can  scarcely  picture  the  procession  of  the  old  and  bent,  gray-haired 
generation  who  slowly  filed  and  stooped  above  the  casket  to  caress  in  dumb  grief  the  dear  and  noble  face 
that  lay  there. 

“The  procession  moved  to  the  cemetery  on  the  hill  above  Hop  Meadow  street  where  most  of  those  whose 
middle  life  had  been  spent  with  her  in  this  peaceful  valley  lay  at  rest  and  there  between  the  graves  of  her 
husband  and  loved  son,  a  ceiled  tomb  was  prepared  and  strewn  within  and  without  with  unstinted  pro¬ 
fusion  of  ferns,  autumn  leaves  and  sheafs  of  ripened  wheat.  With  grateful  hearts  and  tear  bedewed  cheeks, 
they  laid  the  form  of  the  noble,  sweet  and  grand  old  Grandma  Eno  at  rest  -  and  there  they  lingered  as  it 
loathe  to  leave  the  spot.  It  was  an  event  of  a  life  time,  and  scarcely  more  attractive  to  our  people  were 
the  remarkable  qualities  of  the  one  who  is  gone  than  the  friendship  and  regard  we  have  felt  to  her  son  and 
his  family  who  have  spent  so  much  of  their  time  amongst  us. 

Sims-Son” 

1883,  Oct.  4.  Connecticut  Courant,  Thursday:  “The  Late  Mrs.  Eno.  -  In  the  death  of  Polly  Richards 
Eno  of  New  Britain,  at  the  age  of  99  years  -  mother  of  Mr.  Amos  R.  Eno  of  New  York,  more  generally 
known  as  the  projector  and  owner  of  the  Fifth  Avenue  hotel  -  The  Courant  loses  probably  its  oldest  sub¬ 
scriber;  that  is,  the  name  which  has  stood  longest  on  its  subscription  list  is  stricken  from  the  roll  of  the 
living.  She  lived  on  Washington  street,  her  lot  adjoining  the  premises  of  the  late  honored  F.  T.  Stanley, 
with  no  fence  between.  A  beautiful  friendship  existed  between  these  two,  which  was  formed  a  great  many 
years  ago  and  broken  only  by  death.  Mr.  Stanley’s  last  absence  from  his  own  house  was  to  visit  his  old 
neighbor,  who  was  then  in  failing  health.  The  death  will  have  interest  for  the  Courant  readers  because 
of  the  fact  that  that  paper  has  been  her  constant  daily  visitor  for  many  years,  and  her  weekly  visitor  every 
week  of  her  long  life.  The  Courant  a  century  ago  was  (as  now),  a  pleasure  and  a  power  in  New  Britain. 
Quite  a  number  of  subscribers  were  located  between  ‘Stanley  Quarter’  and  Berlin  Bridge,  and  among 
the  reminiscences  which  Grandma  Eno  used  to  repeat  most  frequently  was  that  of  her  trial  of  the  route 
delivery  in  New  Britain  district  of  the  Connecticut  Courant.  It  was  in  August  in  the  year  1796,  and  she 
was  twelve  years  old.  Mr.  Norman  Hart,  a  very  old  man,  who  died  several  years  ago,  described  her  ap¬ 
pearance  at  that  age  as  ‘plump  as  a  partridge,  round  as  a  berry,  red  as  an  apple,  and  lively  as  a  cricket’. 
It  was  haying  time,  and  a  boy  to  go  for  the  indispensable  Courant  could  hardly  be  spared  on  Saturday. 
Couldn’t  Polly  go?  Of  course  she  could!  Provided  with  saddle  bags  on  the  horse  she  rode,  she  started 
for  Hartford  full  gallop,  found  the  place,  was  taken  in  by  the  proprietor,  waited  for  the  papers  an  hour, 
galloped  back,  distributed  through  Stanley  Quarter,  the  west  district  and  the  village,  returned  home,  and 
turned  out  the  horse,  all  before  three  o’clock  -  best  time  on  record!  ‘Hurrah  for  Polly!’  said  Dr.  Roberts. 
‘That  horse  can  go’  said  the  jealous  boys.  Sixty  years  ago  Mrs.  Eno  took  her  boy  Amos  R.  to  Hartford  to 
make  his  future  for  himself.  From  Hartford  he  went  to  New  York,  winning  his  way  always,  until  he  be¬ 
came  the  well  known  millionaire.  In  his  success  she  took  great  pride  and  he  in  turn  furnished  her  declining 
years  every  pleasure  and  comfort  that  she  could  desire.  She  took  great  pleasure  in  her  garden  in  which 
she  developed  some  choice  flowers,  including  the  finest  samples  of  the  double  hollyhock.  She  lived  to  see 
a  score  or  more  of  great  grandchildren.  She  was  always  averse  to  show  and  sham,  but  hers  was  truly  a 
philanthropic  and  Christian  life.  B  ’  ” 

Simsbury  Note  in  same  column:  “The  funeral  services  of  Mrs.  Mary  Eno  of  New  Britain,  mother  of 
Salmon  C.  Eno  of  this  town  and  Amos  R.  Eno  of  New  York,  were  held  at  the  summer  residence  of  the 
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latter  on  Monday,  the  Rev.  J.  L.  Tomlinson  officiating,  assisted  by  the  Rev.  Horace  Winslow.  Mrs.  Eno 
had  been  a  widow  41  years.” 

1S83,  Oct.  14.  Sunday.  Here  are  three  paragraphs,  including  the  concluding  words  of  the  memorial 
sermon,  inspired  by  her  life  and  death,  which  was  preached  by  Rev.  Dr.  J.  W.  Cooper,  and  ordered  printed 
as  a  valuable  historical  document  on  the  petition  of  thirteen  leading  members  of  the  South  Cong’l  Church, 
New  Britain:  ‘‘On  the  29th  of  September  last,  there  died  in  this  city  the  oldest  member  of  cur  church. 
Mrs.  Mary  Richards  Eno  was  born  on  the  29th  of  September,  17S5.  Her  death  therefore  occurred  on  the 
98th  anniversary  of  her  birth;  she  lived  to  within  two  brief  years  of  a  full  century. 


“  1785!  Let  us  make  a  few  historical  comparisons.  At  the  time  George  the  Third  was  King  of  England, 
and  continued  to  be  for  thirty-five  years  afterward.  Louis  XVI  sat  upon  the  throne  of  the  Bourbons  in 
France,  seemingly  immovable.  The  first  Napoleon  was  a  school-boy  in  Corsica.  The  French  revolution 
had  not  yet  begun.  The  great  Catharine  was  Empress  of  Russia,  and  Poland  was  still  a  kingdom  with 
Stanislaus  as  King. 

“  It  was  not  until  1686  that  the  earliest  settlers  found  their  way  into  this  region,  and  built  their  stockade 
in  the  center  of  the  bottom  lands,  or  natural  prairie  which  still  stretches  down  toward  the  Berlin  depot. 
It  takes  but  two  lifetimes  the  length  of  Mrs.  Eno’s  to  carry  us  back  to  that  primitive  beginning  of  all 
things  in  this  locality.  For  twenty  years  the  people  of  the  little  settlement  of  the  ‘Great  Swamp’,  as  it 
was  then  called,  walked  regularly  to  the  church  at  Farmington  on  Sabbath  days,  eight  or  ten  miles  across 
the  country  and  over  the  mountain,  carefully  guarded  all  the  long  way  by  armed  men  against  the  dangers 
of  lurking  wild  beast  and  the  more  terrible  Indian  foe.  Finally  the  meeting  house  was  built  on  Christian 
Lane.  In  1754  another  parish  was  organized  further  to  the  north;  and  this,  in  honor  to  the  mother-land, 
was,  by  her  lawful  subjects  resident  there,  at  the  suggestion  of  Col.  Isaac  Lee,  called  New  Britain.  Both 
these  parishes  remained  parts  of  the  old  town  of  Farmington,  however,  until  the  very  year  of  Mrs.  Eno’s 
birth  in  1785.  Then  the  town  of  Berlin  was  formed,  in  which  New  Britain  was  known  as  the  second  parish. 

‘‘Mrs.  Eno  was  an  energetic,  positive  character,  vigorous  both  in  mind  and  body,  a  woman  of  influence 
while  she  lived,  and  that  influence  on  the  side  of  right.  It  is  remarkable  that  years  and  years  ago,  when 
no  signs  of  such  a  thing  appeared,  she  insisted  that  this  was  to  be  the  site  of  a  large  and  flourishing  town. 
She  lived  to  see  her  prophecy  verified.  She  rejoiced  in  the  prosperity  of  her  native  place,  though  she 
mourned  over  its  departures  from  its  early  moralities,  especially  in  its  desecrations  of  the  Sabbath  day. 

“Her  latest  testimony  for  God  was  a  doxology.  It  is  suggestive  to  us  because  it  marks  the  highest  motive 
that  may  govern  our  actions,  and  furnishes  a  worthy  motto  for  all  our  life.  In  her  last  weakness,  when 
consciousness  had  nearly  passed  away  and  she  could  with  difficulty  be  aroused,  she  continued  to  repeat, 
over  and  over  again,  as  if  in  reverent  worship  before  the  very  throne  of  God:  ‘1  hine  be  the  praise,  and 

THE  CLORY,  FOREVER  AND  EVER,  AMENT  ” 

“Let  us  determine  here,  in  God’s  house,  surrounded  by  this  great  cloud  of  witnesses  who  have  departed 
from  us  in  the  faith  of  Christ,  that  by  His  help  we  will  perpetuate  the  influence  of  our  fathers,  do  their 
work  and  bless  our  generation.” 


1883,  Oct.  22.  Vol.  19,  p  32  P  Ct,  New  Britain: 
C.  J.  Parker: 

Real  Estate  on  Washington  street 
Front  Parlor  Furniture,  carpet,  &c  . 

Back  “ 

North  Bed  Room  “  “  “ 

Dining  Room  a  “  “ 

South  Bed  Room  “  “  “ 

Kitchen  “..... 

Beds  &  Bedding,  Linen,  &c . 

Wardrobe  ....... 

Front  Chamber  Furniture,  Carpets,  &c. 

Middle  «  “ 


“Estate  of  Mary  Eno,  Apprised  by  Chas.  M.  Lewis, 


$18,000.00 

75.00 

40.00 

15.00 

40.00 

20.00 

10.00 

100.00 

50.00 

20.00 

10.00 
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Back  Chamber  Furniture,  Carpets,  &c. 
Crockery  ..... 
Silver,  Cutlery  &  Glass  Ware  . 

Hall  &  stair,  carpet,  &c.  . 

Lawn  mower  &  Garden  utensils 


1884,  Aug.  4.  Vol.  18,  p  195  Do:  "Executor’s  Report: 

To  personal  estate  as  rendered  ..... 

Funeral  &  other  expenses  ...... 

excess  of  debts  ........ 

Real  Estate  on  hand  $18,000 

1884,  Sept.  8.  Vol.  18,  p  196  Do:  "Executor’s  Report: 

Personal  estate,  per  inventory  ...... 

Real  Estate,  per  inventory  ...... 

Pd.  claims  per  1st  report  ...... 

Loss  on  sale  of  Real  Estate  ...... 

Personal  Estate  distributed  per  agreement  of  devices  . 
other  expenses  ........ 

Cash  for  distribution  under  will  ..... 

Settlement  shows  sale  of  Real  estate 
to  Cornelius  B.  Erwin  for  $14,000.00 


$  5.00 
20.00 
22.00 
12.00 
15.00 


$18,454.00” 


$454.00 

864.17 


410.17 

Salmon  C.  Eno,  Executor.’ 


$  454.00 

18,000.00  $18,454.00 


664.17 

4,000.00 

454.00 

132.40 

13,203.43  $18,454.00 


Salmon  C.  Eno,  Executor.’ 


CHILDREN 

(from  fly  leaf  of  Mary  Richards  Eno  bible  (1835);  all  bom  in  Simsbury) 

1.  EMELINE  b.  Dec.  11,  1S05;  m.  May  23,  1832,  Ozias  Buell  Bassctte  (see  below) 

2.  AARON  ROBERTS  b.  July  4,  1808;  m.  Feb’y  29,  1832,  Ruth  Tuller;  he  d.  Apl.  1,  1835,  a?  27  she  d.  Nov. 

26,  1837,  ae  30 

They  lived  in  Simsbury  where  Eno  monument  marks  their  graves  in  Central  cemetery. 

3.  AMOS  RICHARDS  b.  Nov.  1,  1810;  m.  Jan’y  15,  1835,  Lucy  Jane  Phelps;  he  d.  Feb’y  21,  1898,  a:  88  she 

d.  Nov.  14,  18S2,  a:  64 

From  Lamb  Biographical  Dictionary  of  U.  S.  (1900):  “Amos  Richards  Eno,  philanthropist,  was  born  in 
Simsbury,  Ct.,  Nov.  1,  1810.  His  ancestors  came  to  America  with  the  Dorchester  colony  and  were  among 
the  1st  settlers  of  Simsbury.  He  received  a  common  school  education,  and  then  went  to  Hartford,  Ct.,  where 
he  learned  the  dry  goods  trade.  He  established  the  firm  of  Eno  &  Phelps  in  N.  Y.  City  in  1833  and  was  a 
wholesale  dry  goods  merchant  in  that  city,  1833  -  57.  He  retired  in  the  latter  year  and  gave  his  whole  atten¬ 
tion  to  real  estate  investments.  He  built  the  5th  Avenue  hotel  in  1859,  at  a  time  when  the  site  was  so  far  out 
of  town  that  people  called  it  ’Eno’s  folly.'  He  was  one  of  the  founders  of  the  2d  Nat’l  Bank,  and  when  in 
1884  the  announcement  was  made  that  the  bank  was  about  to  fail  on  account  of  private  speculations  made 
by  his  son,  John  C.  Eno,  its  president,  Mr.  Eno  prevented  it  by  the  payment  of  every  obligation  in  full, 
amounting  to  over  three  millions  of  dollars.  He  gave  to  the  town  of  Simsbury  its  library,  costing  $25,000,  and 
also  a  farm  with  buildings  for  the  poor  of  the  town.  He  bequeathed  to  the  N.  Y.  Chamber  of  Commerce,  con¬ 
ditionally,  $150,000;  to  Amherst  College  $50,000;  to  the  Cong’l  Church  at  Simsbury  $7,000;  to  N.  Y.  Juvenile 
Asylum  $3,000,  and  to  12  N.  Y.  City  benevolent  institutions  $5,000  each.  He  died  in  N.  Y.  City  Feb’y  21, 
1898.”  Their  children  were  (1)  Amos  F.,  Col.  in  Civil  War,  unm,  (d.  1915  ae  79).  (2)  Mary  Jane  who  m.  James 
W.  Pinchotand  had  (a)  Gifford,  Gov.  of  Penn.,  m.  Cornelia  E.  Bryce,  2  ch;  (b)  AmosR.  E.,unm;  (c)  Antoinette 
m.  Sir  Alan  Jonstone.  (3)  Anna  Maria  (d.  1883  ae  44).  (4)  Henry  Clay,  Yale  1860,  who  m.  Cornelia  Lane  and 
had  (a)  Henry  Lane,  Yale  1S94,  m.  Edith  Labouisse,  2  ch.  (5)  Antoinette  m.  Charles  Broughton  Wood,  no 
issue.  (6)  Salmon  Elisha  (d.  1847  ae  2).  (7)  John  Chester,  Yale  1869,  m.  Harriet  A.  Christmas,  2  ch.  (8)  Lucy 
Phelps  (d.  1851  ae  2).  (9)  William  Phelps,  Yale  1882,  m.  Alice  Rathbone.  Of  the  children  Antoinette  Eno 
Wood  did  grand  work  in  bringing  woman  suffrage  to  pass  in  America,  while  grandson  Gifford  Pinchot,  Yale 
1889,  as  U.  S.  Forester,  did  yeoman  work  for  Conservation,  and  as  Governor  of  Pennsylvania,  great  work  in 
making  Prohibition  effective. 


9  ch 
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4.  SALMON  CHESTER  b.  June  12,  1814;  m.  Oct.  29,  1845,  Sarah  Goodwin;  he  d.  Sept.  10,  1905,  x  91  she  4  ch 

d.  Jan’y  21,  1893,  x  70 

They  were  residents  of  Simsbury.  The  compiler  spent  two  delightful  summer  vacations  with  them  in  1882 
and  3,  at  age  12  and  13,  in  residence  built  next  to  the  old  farmhouse  after  they  retired  therefrom,  the  farm 
then  being  run  by  their  son  Aaron.  They  have  monument  in  Simsbury  cemetery.  Their  children  were  (1) 

Aaron  Lewis,  farmer,  who  m.  Hattie  Phelps  and  had  fa)  Jane  Humphrey,  who  m.  widower  Newbold  Le  Roy, 
banker,  and  had  John  and  James.  He  m.  (3)  Abigail  Day  Parkhurst.  (b)  Harry,  farmer,  who  m.  Mary  O'Mara 
and  had  Chester  Lewis,  (c)  Sadie,  who  m.  Charles  P.  Case,  butcher,  and  had  Charles,  Harriet  and  Julia.  At 
vacation  time,  Jane,  Harry  and  Sadie  were  the  writer's  joyful  daily  playmates  between  farm  duties.  (2) 
Charles  Goodwin,  who  m.  1st  Lena  Kaysbier  and  moved  to  Kansas  and  had  fa)  Mary  (b)  Chester  fc)  Edna 
(d)  George.  He  m.  2nd  Fannie  Foster.  (3)  Sarah  Cornelia,  who  m.  Charles  J.  Parker,  shirt  manufacturer,  in 
whose  office  we  worked  in  summer  vacations  and  after  school  through  the  High  School.  “Cousin  Nellie”  might 
be  my  delightful  compeer  in  some  of  our  family  historical  researches  did  not  her  health  forbid.  No  issue.  (4) 

George  Chester,  who  m.  Nellie  Goodrich  and  had  (a)  Amy  (d.  1903  a:  22,  unm);  (b)  Alice  Goodrich,  who  m. 
Richard  Huntington  Cole,  Sec’y  Conn.  General  Life  Ins.  Co.,  and  had  Amy;  (c)  Margaret,  who  m.  Dr.  Karlton 
Goodsell  Percy  and  had  George  and  Elinor.  Amy,  Alice  &  Margaret  lived  farther  up  the  street  from  the  farm¬ 
house  and  added  joy  to  joy  to  our  vacations,  but  at  rarer  intervals. 

5.  MARY  b.  Aug.  8,  1816;  m.  Nov.  10,  1834,  Milton  Humphrey;  she  d.  Nov.  15,  1903,  x  87  he  d.  Feb’y  6, 

1881,  a  74 

They  lived  in  Farmington  where  he  was  a  merchant.  They  were  buried  in  Simsbury  where  a  monument  marks 
their  resting  place.  They  had  no  children  but  adopted  one  child  Sarah  who  m  (1)  Edward  Carrington  and 
(2)  Henry  Whittlesey. 

6.  LYDIA  JANE  b.  June  1,  1819;  m  (1)  Feb’y  19,  1844,  Horatio  S.  Lewis;  she  d.  Oct.  17,  1890,  a:  71  he  d.  1  ch 

Apl.  10,  1848,  a:  28 

She  joined  So.  Ch.,  N.  B.  by  letter  in  1843  and  was  dismissed  by  letter  Aug.,  1846  to  1st  Ch.,  N.  B.  There  was 
1  child  of  the  first  marriage  who  was  bur.  Sept.  23,  1846  a:  2.  Horatio  was  of  New  Britain,  Ct.,  brother  of 
Charles  M.  Lewis,  manufacturing  jeweler.  She  m  (2)  July,  lS50Dea.  Paris  Barber  of  Homer,  New  York,  after 
which  she  wrote  her  name  Jane  Eno  Barber.  Of  the  second  marriage  there  was  issue,  (a)  Charles  Eno,  Gorham  3  ch 
salesman,  unmarried,  (b)  Emma  Jane,  deed,  who  m.  Henry  Hinton,  music  teacher,  and  had  Harry,  (c)  Louise 
Anna,  who  m.  George  R.  Howe,  manufacturing  jeweler  of  Newark,  New  Jersey,  who  published  a  little  Barber- 
Eno  memorial  (1893).  Their  son,  Rev.  Herbert  Barber  Howe  m.  Elizabeth  Blossom  Runyon.  He  was  minister 
at  Watertown,  Ct. 


LINE  OF  DESCENT 

Ozias  Buell  Bassette  b.  1807  m.  Emeline  Eno  b.  1805 
Frederick  Henry  Bassette  b.  1839  m.  Margaret  Anderson  b.  1844 


THE  FISHER  FAMILY 


ANTHONY  FISHER  b. - 

MARY  FISKE  m. - 

b.  -  bur.  Apl.  11,  1640 

d.  - 

1638,  May  23.  P2Do:  Mary  Fisher  was  living 
at  home  in  England  when  her  son  Rev.  Cornelius 
made  his  will  this  date,  mentioning  her.  At  this 
time  she  is  over  seventy  probably. 


in  London;  but  the  Fisher  Genealogy  does  not 


1640,  Apl.  11.  P  2  Fisher  Gen  (1898):  Anthony 
Fisher  was  buried  this  date  per  the  parish  register 
of  Syleham,  Co.  Suffolk,  England.  He  lived  in  the 
latter  part  of  Queen  Elizabeth’s  time  ( 1 533^1603) 
and  for  a  generation  later.  The  parish  of  Syleham 
is  located  in  the  town  of  Weymouth,  near  Eyre, 
County  Suffolk,  on  the  south  bank  of  the  Waveney 
River.  He  lived  on  a  freehold  estate  called  Wyg- 
notte. 

1641,  Dec.  Do:  His  will  was  admitted  to  probate 
show  it. 


CHILDREN 

(per  Candler  Manuscript  No.  6071  Harleian  Collection  p  381;  baptisms  are  per  the  Parish  Record  of  Syleham) 

1.  DEA.  JOSHUA  bp.  Feb’y  24,  1585,  twin;  m  (1) - ;  he  d.  Nov.  9,  1674,  x  89  she  d.  a  1636  5  ch 

He  m  (2)  Feb’y  7,  1638,  Anne  Luson  at  Syleham,  England.  They  came  to  New  England  the  next  year  and 
settled  at  Dedham,  Mass.,  and  in  1650  he  was  1st  Deacon  of  Church  at  Medfield.  Was  a  blacksmith.  Second 
wife  d.  Jan’y  27,  1676/7. 

2.  MARY  bp.  Feb’y  24,  1585,  twin;  m.  W.  Brigge;  he  was  of  Deningham,  Co.  Suffolk,  Eng. 

3.  ANTHONY  bp.  Apl.  23,  1591;  m.  Mary - (see  below) 

4.  AMOS  b. - ;  m.  Wid.  Anne  Morrise  Locke  4  ch 

He  fanned  an  estate  at  Custridge  Hall,  parish  of  Weeley,  Co.  Essex,  Eng.,  which  is  in  the  hundred  of  Tendring 
between  Colchester  and  the  sea.  She  was  widow  of  Daniel  Locke. 

5.  REV.  CORNELIUS  bp.  Aug.  6,  1599;  m.  Elizabeth - ;  he  d.  a  1641,  a:  a  42  she  d. - 

He  had  degree  of  M.  A.  from  Cambridge.  Taught  school  at  E.  Bergholt,  Co.  Suffolk,  Eng.  In  will  he  referred 

to  3  brothers  and  2  sisters  and  mother.  His  wife  m  (2)  Rev.  George  Smith  of  Dedham,  England. 

6.  MARTHA  b. - ;  m.  John  Buckingham;  he  was  of  Syleham,  Eng. 


ANTHONY  FISHER  bp.  Apl.  23,  1591 

MARY -  m  (1)  Mary - 

b.  -  m  (2)  Nov.  14,  1663 

d.  -  Wid.  Isabel  Breck 

he  d.  Apl.  18,  1671 
se  80 

1642,  Mch.  27.  Vol.  I,  p  26  C  R,  Ptd,  Dedham: 
“Mary  Fisher  ye  wife  of  Anthony  Fisher  was  re¬ 
ceived  into  ye  church  27th  lm  1642.” 

1652/3,  Mch  .9.  P  9  Fisher  Gen  (1898):  “A  Bond 
to  make  from  Daniel,  Antho:  Natha:  &  Cornell: 
Fisher,  to  their  mother,  to  paye  ten  £  per  annum: 


1591,  Apl.  23.  P  3  Fisher  Gen  (1S98):  “Anto- 
nius  Fysher  bapt.  erat  23  Aprilis  anno  sup.  dicto.” 
He  was  born  on  the  estate  Wygnotte  at  Syleham, 
Suffolk  Co.,  England,  and  a  few  days  later  prob¬ 
ably  was  this  baptism. 

1637,  June  26.  P  289  Hotton:  He  was  46  years 
old  when  he  set  sail  for  America,  coming  probably 
in  the  “Rose,”  as  the  Fisher  Genealogy  thinks, 
which  landed  today  at  Boston  from  Yarmouth, 
Eng.  His  name  does  not,  however,  appear  in  this 
Hotton  list. 

1637,  July  18.  Vol.  I,  p  3  T  V,  Ptd:  Anthony 
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at  £2-  10s  the  quarter  of  the  year,  in  paym’t  to  her 
just  content  during  her  natural  life  after  their 
Father’s  decease.”  From  this  it  is  inferred  that 
Anthony  had  given  the  bulk  of  his  property  to  his 
sons,  and  they  bound  themselves  to  support  their 
mother  if  she  were  left  dependent.  She  lived  prob¬ 
ably  close  to  ten  years  longer  or  until  say  a  year  or 
two  before  her  husband  m  (2)  Wid.  Isabel  Breck. 


same  to  be  girte  and  to  order  men  to  worke  upon 
cordingly.” 


Fisher  is  36th  among  the  125  who  signed  the 
Town  Covenant  for  the  settling  of  Dedham,  Mass. 
Other  Fishers  signed  later  in  this  order:  John, 
Thomas,  Joshua,  Cornelius,  Samuel,  Thomas. 

1637/8,  Jan’y  1.  Vol.  I,  p  38  T  V,  Ptd:  Anto: 
Fisher  was  one  of  a  committee  “Chosen  to  con¬ 
trive  the  Fabricke  of  a  Meeting  house  to  be  in 
length  36  Foote  &  20  :foote  in  bredth,  &  betweene 
the  upp  &  nether  sell  in  ye  studds  12:foote,  the 
same  in  all  workes  as  they  are  sevrally  apted  ac- 


1638,  May  30.  P  44  Do:  “Agreed  yt  a  Rate  shalbe  made  of  &  for  all  charges  concerneing  ye  meeting 
house  according  to  those  Lands  in  p’portion  wch  every  man  nowe  hath  graunted  unto  him.”  Anto  :  Fisher 
is  chairman  of  committee  “apoynted  to  make  sayd  Rate.” 


1638,  July  28.  P  46  Do:  Here  is  a  meadow  lot  assignment:  “Anthony  Fisher  -  7  acr:  -  20  rds  as  it  Lyeth 
next  Tho  :  Fisher.”  The  next  item  shows  his  home  lot. 


1638,  July  28.  Vol.  II,  p  2  L  R,  Dedham:  “Anthony  Fisher  twelve  Acres  more  or  lesse  made  up  good 
by  an  inlargm’nt  Runn  in  amongst  the  Rockes,  &  for  woode  &  timbr  as  it  lyeth  betweene  Mr  John  Allin 
through  out  towards  the  South  &  Thomas  Wighte  through  out  towards  the  North.  And  abutts  upon  the 
Waest  towards  the  East  &  the  Waest  in  the  Rockes  towards  the  West  the  limitts  marked  &  dooled  accord¬ 
ingly.  The  highwaye  leading  towards  the  Ragged  playne  running  through  the  Same.  And  a  certaine  p’cell 
of  ground  allowed  out  of  the  first  line  unto  the  said  Thomas  Wight  for  a  seat  of  an  house,  a  yearde  Roome 
&  Easement  of  water  at  the  Brook  as  it  is  set  out  ther.” 

The  Mr.  John  Allen  mentioned  in  the  house  lot  deed  above  was  Dedham’s  first  pastor  and  he  w’as  a  keen 
analist  who  left  an  almost  unique  record  of  character  readings  in  his  minutes  of  the  beginnings  of  the 
Dedham  Church.  The  following  comments  concerning  Anthony  Fisher  shows  vividly  the  conflict  that  his 
will  was  waging  with  the  materialistic  world  and  it  is  the  more  striking  when  it  is  shown  that  the  conflict 
continued  for  nearly  seven  long  years  before  his  better  self  won  out. 

1638,  Nov.  8.  Vol.  I,  p  6  C  R:  “Anthony  Fisher  by  his  rash  cariage  &  speaches  savoring  of  selfe  con¬ 
fidence  &c  had  given  some  offence  &  ye  company  thought  it  meete  to  seeke  ye  humbling  &  tryall  of  his 
spiritt  wth  some  serious  admonition  from  ye  lord  .... 

“Anthony  Fisher  after  some  meetings  was  brought  to  see  &  acknowledge  his  failings  in  cariage  of  hims’: 
but  ye  pride  &  haight  of  his  spiritt  w  her  wth  he  was  charged  as  ye  roote  of  it  wch  especially  we  endeavoured 
to  have  him  see  &  be  humbled  for;  that  he  could  not  see  nor  be  brought  unto  by  many  meetings  &  follow¬ 
ing  home  of  ye  meanes  of  conviction  upon  him,  but  at  last  ye  lord  by  some  p’tinent  scriptures  alleged  wch 
did  impute  such  effects  to  pride  as  ye  cause  of  them  did  I  so  convince  him  &  in  another  meeting  humbled 
him  as  yt  ye  company  hoped  well  &  tooke  good  satisfaction  &  wth  some  exhortations  to  seeke  ernestly  for 
ye  pardon  &  healing  of  thos  evills  &  to  keepe  a  dillige’t  watch  over  his  hart  we  approved  him  as  one  for  ye 
foundation  of  ye  Church . 

“And  further  offences  arising  against  Antony  Fisher  wch  could  not  be  clered  to  ye  satisfaction  of  ye 
p’ties  offended  nor  to  ye  Co’pany  ....  scruples  arising  in  divers  minds  of  ye  Co’pany  we  were  gener¬ 
ally  so  unsatisfied  concerning  him  yt  we  wholy  left  him  out  of  ye  worke  for  ye  prsent  &  desired  him  to  be 
content  to  waite  till  ye  Church  was  gathered  &  then  to  give  further  satisfaction.” 

1640,  Mch.  30.  Vol.  I,  p  66  T  V:  Anthony  Fisher  is  chairman  of  committee  “Deputed  to  fynd  out  the 
high  wayes  betweene  Dedham  &  other  townes  according  to  the  Court  order.” 

1640,  Oct.  27.  P72  Do:  “Graunted  unto  Anto  :  Fisher  Fifteene  acres  of  planting  grownd  to  lye  upon  y* 
Southeest  side  of  Mr  Allin  our  Pastor  his  farme.”  .... 
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1642/3,  Feb’y  6.  P  95  Do:  “Granted  to  those  p’sons  whose  names  are  underwritten  of  upland  ground 
fit  for  improvement  withe  the  plough  as  followeth:”  Among  the  6S  persons  here  listed  is,  “Anthony 
Fisher  4  acres,  0  roodes  42.” 

1644/5,  Feb’y  4.  P  110  Do:  “Woodlands  granted  to  divers  men  as  followeth:  Lot  No.  64  Ant. 
Fisher  8  acres  &  Yi  &  roode.” 

1644/5,  Mch.  14.  Vol.  I,  p  28  C  R:  “Mr  Anthony  Fisher  mentioned  in  ye  beginning  after  many 
offences  given  in  his  conversation  &  much  means  used  to  convince  &  reduce  him  into  order,  at  last  after 
God  had  much  humbled  him  &  brought  him  to  a  penitent  co’fession  therof  he  was  confortably  received 
into  ye  Church  14d  lm  1645.”  Son  Anthony  Jun'r  followed  close  after  on  July  20,  1645. 

1645,  May.  Vol.  II,  p  294  M  B  C,  Ptd:  Antho  :  Fisher  was  admitted  freeman  of  the  Colony  of  Massa¬ 
chusetts  Bay.  i 

1646/7,  Jan’y  1.  Vol.  I,  p  1 14  T  V:  “Antho  :  Fisher”,  and  5  others,  "ar  Chosen  to  act  in  Town  affayers 
for  ye  ensueing  year.” 

1648,  Oct.  19.  P  153  Do:  Here  is  a  list  headed,  “The  valuation  of  the  houses  in  Dedham  as  they  wer 
estimated  for  the  Countrey  Rate  1648”:  1st  Mr.  Allen  £45-36  (the  minister,  highest  in  list);  13th  Antho: 
Fisher  Juni  £10-8;  66th  Antho  :  Fisher  Seni  £28-23.  Relative  values  in  1655  were:  “Antho:  Fisher  Sen’r 
£17;  Antho  Jun’r  £10.” 

1648/9,  Feb’y  11.  P  158  Do:  “The  Town  Rate.”  Out  of  a  total  of  £33-13-4,  Antho.  Fisher  Sen’r  pays 
ls-3d-4,  Antho.  Fisher  Jun’r  paying  5s- Id. 

1649,  May  2.  Vol.  Ill,  p  209  M  B  C:  “Mr  Antho:  Fisher”  is  among  the  35  deputies  assembled  “At  a 
Generali  Corte  of  Election  at  Boston”  today.  He  represented  Dedham. 

1649,  Aug.  30.  Vol.  I,  p  160  T  V,  Ptd:  The  Selectmen  “assembled  to  make  the  Country  Rate  for  1649: 
Antho  :  Fisher  Sen’r  £0-17-7;  Antho  :  Fisher  Jun  £0-5-11.” 

1650,  Sept.  21.  P  130  Do:  Antho  :  Fisher  Seni  is  one  of  a  committee  to  consider  "the  motion  about  the 
Accomadation  of  the  village  to  be  erected  for  the  Indians  at  Natick,”  and  “make  returneof  their  appre¬ 
hensions  therein.  ” 

1651,  Dec.  30.  P  190  Do:  “A  Bill  of  the  names  of  those  Townsemen  that  ar  to  be  called  at  the  gcnerall 
Town  meeting.”  Eighty  six  names  are  in  this  list,  the  Fishers  being:  “Josh  :  Fisher  senio,  Antho :  Fisher 
Junio,  Antho  :  Fisher  seni,  Nath.  Fisher,  Leift.  Josh  Fisher,  Cornel.  Fisher,  Sergt.  Dan  :  Fisher.” 

1651/2,  Feb’y  3.  P  198  Do:  “The  Town  Rate:  Antho  :  Fisher  seni  £01-01-04;  Antho  :  Fisher  Ju 
£00-04-10.” 

1652,  Oct.  19.  Vol.  Ill,  p  365  M  B  C:  Anthony  Fisher  Sen’r  buys  a  farm  of  150  acres  and  a  house  lot 
of  12  acres  in  Dedham,  of  Samuel  Cooke  of  Dublin.  By  his  attorney  William  Parkes  of  Roxbury,  it  is  de¬ 
scribed  as,  “Abutting  at  the  back  of  the  Rocks  towards  the  west,  and  the  meadow  lying  beneath  the  same 
towards  the  north,  next  Charles  River,  as  it  lyeth  by  said  river,  abutted  and  bounded  betwixt  a  small 

brook  and  certain  rocks . One  house  lot  of  12  acres  in  the  smooth  plain  betwixt  the  House  lot  of 

Daniel  Fisher  towards  the  east,  and  the  highway  towards  the  north  and  west,  and  the  rocks  towards  the 
south,”  for  which  he  gave  £67- 13s.  This  lot  is  now  on  corner  of  Hartford  turnpike  and  Lowder  St. 

1652/3,  Mch.  7.  Vol.  I,  p  21 1  T  V,  Ptd:  In  the  “devision  of  the  divident  of  500  Acres  to  the  Inhabitants 
upon  the  rule  of  p’sons  &  estats”  Antho  :  Fisher  Sen’r  draws  Lot  No.  50  of  10  acres  2  roods,  while  son 
Anthony  draws  lot  No.  13  of  six  acres. 

1653/4,  Jan’y  2.  P  136  Do:  “Antho  :  Fisher  sen  is  chosen”  one  of  four  “ woodreeves;”  and  so  again  in 
’55,  ’57  ’58  ’61  and  ’62. 

1653,  Aug.  29.  P  213  Do:  “The  Counterey  Rate  made,”  taxed  Antho.  Fisher  Sen’r  £1-1 1-3.  In  Septem¬ 
ber  on  “The  Schoole  Rate”  he  was  taxed  £0-5-4. 
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1654,  May  3.  Vol.  IV,  Pt  1,  p  187  M  B  C:  “  In  ansr  to  the  peticon  of  Anthony  Fisher,  desiring  the  rc- 
mittment  of  ye  fine  ye  law  imposeth  on  him  for  his  neglect  of  seasonable  bringing  in  the  votes  of  Dedham 
to  ye  sheire  toune,  it  not  being  wilfull,  the  Court  judgeth  it  meete  to  abate  all  yt  fine,  excepting  twenty 
shillings,  besides  the  payment  of  tenn  shillings  for  his  peticon.” 

1655.  Vol.  I,  p  105  T  V,  Dorchester:  In  “An  account  of  the  Rate  of  £40-9-11  made  in  yeare  1655,” 
this  item  appears:  “ Dew  from  Mr.  Jones  or  Anthony  Fisher  for  the  farm  rate  £00-14-00.”  This  is  the  first 
reference  we  have  to  Anthony  Fisher’s  owning  any  property  in  Dorchester.  By  1662  we  find  him  living 
there. 

1656/7,  Jan’y  23.  Vol.  I,  p  142  T  V,  Dedham:  The  town  voted  to  divide  certain  of  the  Common  lands 
among  79  citizens  entitled  to  same.  Anthony  Fisher  Senior’s  estate  of  £117-3  entitled  him  to  “6  acres 
Cow  Comons;  3  acres  Sheep  Comons;  and  1%  A,  28  Rods  of  Divident  Acres.” 

1659/60,  Feb’y  20.  Vol.  Ill,  p  15  Do:  In  “A  Common  rights  Tax  of  £17-7-8  made  at  019d  p  comon, ” 
Antho  Fisher  paid  6s. 

1660,  Apl.  16.  P  19  Do:  “Granted  to  Antho.  Fisher  senio  (upon  his  request)  libertie  to  have  4  Acres  of 
Land  neere  our  Pastor’s  farme.”  [It  was  part  of  a  500  acre  dividend  and  was  east  of  Medfield  Road.] 

1660,  Sept.  3.  P  24  Do:  "  Anth  :  Fisher  Senio  Commissioner  for  the  Countrey  Rate.” 

1661  /2,  Jan’y  7.  P  43  Do:  Anthony  Fisher  Sen’r  takes  two  Shares  in  the  Woolomonacpeke  proposition, 
a  new  plantation  fathered  by  Dedham;  and  Anthony  Fisher  Jun’r  takes  two  also,  and  is  one  of  the  com¬ 
mittee  in  charge.  The  next  item  shows  that  Anthony  Fisher  Sen’r  has  taken  up  residence  in  Dorchester. 

1662,  May  5.  Vol.  I,  p  141  TV,  Dorchester:  “It  was  votted  whether  Anthony  Fisher  should  have  four 
pounds  allowed  out  of  the  town  rate  for  killing  6  wolves;  the  vote  was  affirmative.”  In  Jan’y  next 
he  received  16s  “  for  wolves.”  Anthony  Fisher  Jr.  received  pay  for  killing  three  in  1665,  and  this  shows  that 
the  son  also  takes  up  residence  in  Dorchester. 

1662,  May  7.  Vol.  IV,  Pt  2,  p  51  M  B  C:  “  In  ans’r  to  the  peticon  of  Nath  Sternes  &  Anthony  Fisher, 
the  Court  sees  no  cause  to  grant  their  request.”  There  is  no  inkling  as  to  what  the  request  was. 

1662/3,  Jan’y  14.  Vol.  Ill,  p  66  T  V,  Ptd,  Dedham:  “A  motion  made  by  Antho:  Fisher  Juner  to  have 
his  Devedent  that  was  due  at  Naticke  &  his  Fathers  neere  the  Lowe  plaine  adjoyneng  to  the  farme  of  Mrs. 
Stoughton.” 

1663,  Nov.  14.  Vol.  21,  p  21  B  M  D,  Boston  Ser:  “Anthony  Fisher  Sen:  Married  the  widow  of  Edward 
Breck  the  14th  of  (9  mo:)  1663.”  This  was  his  second  marriage,  at  age  72.  It  was  the  bride’s  third  matri¬ 
monial  venture.  The  marriage  was  at  Dorchester,  but  the  Dorchester  History  makes  the  mistake  of  saying 
he  was  of  Roxbury.  Isabel  Breck  the  bride  was  the  widow-  of  Edward  Breck  of  Dorchester  who  died  in 
Nov.,  1662  leaving  }  i  of  his  estate  of  £220-18-08  to  his  wife  Isabel.  Six  children  are  named.  She  died 
June  22,  1673  leaving  a  will  which  remembered  every  one  of  her  grand  children. 

1664,  Aug.  30.  Vol.  Ill,  p  87  T  V,  Ptd,  Dedham:  The  value  of  houses  in  Dedham  is  stated  again,  broken 
land  being  valued  at  10s  p  acre,  meadow-  at  10s,  and  pasture  land  at  5s.  Antho:  Fisher’s  holding  is  now 
valued  at  only  £5  while  Ant.  Fisher  Jr’s  is  valued  at  but  £3. 

1664,  Oct.  19.  P  199  Dorchester  Hist  (1859) :  Anthony  Fisher  Sen’r  is  one  of  131  citizens  of  Dorchester, 
nearly  all  the  men  in  it,  to  sign  a  petition  to  the  General  Court,  praying  that  the  rights  as  granted  by 
charter  should  not  be  infringed.  The  petition  was  inspired  no  doubt  by  the  overthrow  of  Richard  Crom¬ 
well  on  the  accession  of  Charles  II. 

1664,  Dec.  5.  Vol.  I,  p  159  T  V:  “Anth:  Fisher  Se”  is  chosen  Selectman  of  Dorchester.  He  was  chosen 
also  in  1665  and  1666. 

1666,  Nov.  12.  P  174  Do:  In  the  constables’  report  for  the  year,  this  item  appears:  “To  Anthony 
Fisher  for  printing  chatechisms  £04-10-00.”  This  was  the  catechism  of  Rev.  Richard  Mather.  One  asks 
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where  can  a  copy  of  this  work  now  be  found?  Only  four  years  before  this  the  first  book-binding  in  the  U.  S. 
was  done  at  Boston.  Only  two  years  before  John  Eliot  had  finished  the  first  complete  Bible  printed  in  the 
western  hemisphere.  Its  title  page  bears  the  lines,  “At  the  charge  and  with  the  consent  of  the  Corporation 
in  England  for  the  promotion  of  the  Gospel  amongst  the  Indians  in  New  England,”  and  the  work  was 
done  at  Cambridge,  Mass. 

1665/6,  Mch.  5.  P  170  Do:  Among  the  “ Officers  Chosen  for  this  yeere,”  Anthony  Fisher  is  one  of  three 
Commissioners. 

1667,  July  5.  P  186  Do:  “Anthony  Fisher  Senr  was  desiered  and  appointed  to  take  a  Constable  with 
him  and  to  goe  to  James  Minot  and  demand  the  remainder  of  the  pay  due  (by  the  Court  order)  towards  the 
maintenance  of  the  Child,  which  is  till  the  last  County  Court.” 

1667,  July  5.  P  186  Do:  “Anthony  Fisher  Sen  was  desired  to  speak  with  Francis  Oliver  and  to  inform 
him  that  he  is  to  return  unto  the  place  from  whence  he  came.” 

1667/8,  Jan’y  13.  P  147  Do:  Anthony  Fisher  is  on  the  record  as  owning  24  acres  in  the  “Great  Lots,” 
out  of  a  total  of  754  acres.  His  name  appears  again  with  12  acres  which  no  doubt  belongs  to  Anthony  Jun’r. 

1668,  Dec.  21.  Vol.  3,  p  160  T  V,  Dedham:  “Assemb  to  make  the  Countrey  Rate:  Antho:  Fisher  £00- 
00-10.” 

1668,  Dec.  28.  P  161  Do:  “A  Rate  made  for  the  payment  of  Mr.  Samll  Schoolem’r  wherein  each  scholler 
is  assesed  at  5s  p  scholler  and  Estate  at  Id  p  £:  Antho:  Fisher  £00-00-05.” 

1671,  April  18.  Vol.  21,  p  27  B  M  D,  Boston  Ser:  “Mr.  Anthony  Fisher  Departed  out  of  this  Life  in  the 
80th  year  of  his  age  (April  18)  1671.”  He  died  intestate.  His  residence  had  been  “in  Mrs.  Stoughton’s 
ffarms  within  the  bounds  of  Dorchester,  but  yet  distant  about  seven  or  eight  miles  from  Dorchester 
meeting  house,  being  neere  adjacent  to  the  towne  of  Dedham.” 

1671,  Apl.  25.  Vol.  7,  p  122  P  Ct,  Boston:  “An  Inventory  of  the  late  deceased  Anthony  ffisher  in 
Dorchester  who  deceased  the  18th  of  Aprill,  1671.  Taken  and  apprized  by  us  whose  names  are  underwrit¬ 


ten: 

Imprs  one  Cloth  Suite,  Coatc  &  Breeches  ..........  £02-10-00 

It  one  Searge  Suite  Dublet  &  breeches  &  Stuffe  Coate  .......  02-00-00 

It  another  cloth  Suite  and  great  Coate  ..........  01-03-00 

Ten  other  lines  of  clothing,  &c  ...........  06-11-06 

It  a  pursh  &  Cash .  00-02-00 

It  three  Bookes  of  Doctor  Prestons  Workes  and  one  Bible  ......  01-04-00 

It  one  Mare . 04-10-00 

It  foure  Bills .  180-08-00 

It  one  paire  of  Tailers  sheers  and  pressing  Iron  .........  00-03-00 

It  bed,  Boulster  Coverlet,  pillows,  blankets,  &c  .........  03-15-00 

At  Dedham  May  the  20: 

It  one  bed  Boulster  pillow,  blankets  &  old  rugge  ........  02-08-00 

Five  other  lines  including  table,  cubbard,  pan,  chest,  &c . 02-12-00 

Debts  due  to  the  Estate  .............  08-06-00 

It  one  Booke  &  Swamp  .............  01-00-00 


William  Sumner  John  Gay  £216-12-06 

Richard  Hall  Henry  Wicht 

Thomas  Holman 

Debts  due  from  ye  Estate  £05-06-03  ” 


1671,  June  13.  P  122  Do:  “Administration  to  the  Estate  of  Anthony  fisher  late  of  Dorchester  is  granted 
to  Ensigne  Daniel  ffisher  and  Nathaniel  ffisher  his  Sonnes  they  bringing  in  an  Inventory  of  sd  Estate 
giving  Security  to  administer  according  to  Law.” 

1671,  July  25.  P  123  Do:  “This  may  certify  ye  much  hond.  County  Court  That  wee  whose  names  are 
here  under  written  being  ye  sonnes  &  Daughter  of  or  Late  deare  father  Anthony  ffisher  Senr  of  Dorchester 
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deceased  who  though  hce  died  intestate  yet  hee  had  made  us  acquainted  fully  with  his  minde  referring  to 
the  disposing  of  the  Estate  yt  hee  should  have  at  his  death.  The  greater  part  whereof  is  presented  here 
w'ith  by  Inventory,  it  Conteyning  all  where  of  hee  died  possessed  Either  by  the  goods  themselves  or  by 
speciality.  But  where  hee  had  delivered  some  other  part  of  his  Estate  formerly  to  each  of  us,  to  Some  more 
to  Some  less,  Wee  are  all  and  every  of  us  fully  agreed  and  concluded  to  divide  the  whole  equally  amongst 
us,  that  is  to  each  of  us  an  equall  part  both  of  what  is  Expressed  in  the  present  Inventory  aforesaid  or 
formerly  delivered  to  us  for  some  time  before  the  decease  of  our  Said  father  Accounts  thereof  being  nitherto 
kept  amongst  us.  And  this  our  division  wee  knowing  to  bee  the  true  mind  of  our  Said  father  wee  all  in- 
deavor  carefully  fullfill  and  humbly  crave  the  confirmation  thereof  by  this  hond.  Court  for  the  Legall 
Settlement  thereof  for  ye  preventing  all  after  Contests  and  ye  poore  Suppliants  shall  ever  pray. 

“The  Court  Consents  to  this  division  agreed  upon  &  orders  it  to  be  there  determination  Ensigne  Daniel! 
ffisher  affirming  ye  supscriptions  abovesd  to  bee  signed  by  the  above  named. 

“Attest  at  Boston  26th  5th  1671.  Daniell  ffisher 

Nath  ffisher 
Cornelius  ffisher 
Daniel  Morse 
Joanna  ffisher” 

1671,  July  26.  P  123  Do:  “Ensigne  Daniel  ffisher  made  oath  yt  this  is  a  true  Inventory  of  ye  Estate 
of  his  late  father’s  and  when  hee  Knows  more  will  discover  it.” 

1679/80,  Feb’y  12.  Vol.  I,  p  321  T  V,  Dorchester:  “  Isabel  Fisher”  is  in  a  list  of  citizens  who  are  behind 
in  the  payment  of  their  ministers’  rates.  She  owes  14s-4d  dating  from  the  year  1672. 

CHILDREN 

(as  named  in  father’s  probate  papers) 

1.  LYDIA  b.  a  1622;  m.  Daniel  Morse;  she  d.  he  d.  June  5,  1688,  x  75  4  ch 

He  was  of  Sherborn  where  he  was  a  founder  and  greatest  land  owner. 

2.  ANTHONY  b.  a  1625;  m.  Sept.  7,  1647,  Johanna  Faxon;  he  d.  1670,  a:  a  45  she  d.  Oct.  16,  1694  8  ch 

He  lived  at  Dedham  where  he  was  made  free  in  1646.  He  was  member  of  Ancient  &  Honorable  Artillery  Co.  In 

1661  he  went  to  Wrentham;  but  returned  and  died  at  Dorchester. 

3.  NATHANIEL  b.  a  162S;m.  Dec.  26,  1649,  Esther  Hunting;  hed.  May  23,  1676,  a:  a  48  she  d.  Jan’y  30,  1691  1  ch 

He  lived  at  Dedham  where  he  was  constable  1675.  She  m  (2)  July  31,  1690  Timothy  Dwight. 

4.  CORNELIUS  b.  a  1632;  m.  Feb’y  23, 1653,  Leah  Heaton;  he  d.  June  2, 1699,  a; a  67  shed.  Jan’y  12,  1664  9  ch 

He  m  (2)  July  25,  1665,  Sarah  Everett  who  d.  at  Wrentham  Feb’y  28,  1675.  He  was  a  carpenter  and  deputy  to 

G  C  in  1692.  Lived  at  Dedham  and  Wrentham. 

5.  CAPT.  DANIEL  b.  a  1638;  m.  a  1662,  Hannah  Hill(sec  below) 


CAPT.  DANIEL  FISHER 

HANNAH  HILL 
bp.  Dec.,  1641 
d.  a  July,  1729,  x  88 


b.  a  1638 

m.  1662 
d.  a  July,  1707 
ae  a  69 


1641,  Dec.  P  172  C  R:  Hannah  Hill  was  bap¬ 
tized  in  the  Church  at  Dorchester,  Mass.,  this 
month. 


1661/2,  Mch.  9.  P  33  C  R:  “The  9th  (1)  6^ 
was  admitted  unto  full  Communion  wth  ye 
Church  James  White  and  Margaret  ye  wife  of 
James  Trobridg  and  Hanah  Hill.” 


1638.  Daniel  Fisher  was  born  probably  at 
Dedham  soon  after  the  arrival  of  his  parents  from 
England.  It  is  also  quite  possible  that  he  was 
born  shortly  before  their  departure  therefrom, 
and  made  the  sea  voyage  as  a  babe  in  arms.  He 
was  almost  one  generation  younger  than  the 
Captain  Daniel  Fisher  of  Dedham  who  was  born 
in  1618  per  his  own  testimony  and  who  married 
Nov.  16,  1641,  Abigail  Marriot.  The  Fisher  Gen¬ 
ealogy  claims  that  Captain  Daniel  of  Dedham 
was  the  son  of  Anthony  and  does  not  attempt  to 
account  for  our  Daniel  of  Dorchester  and  Taun- 


n  amo2  oi  ,«J  lo  itottoi  \ 


THE  FISHER  FAMILY 


289 


1671/2,  Feb’y  18.  P18CR:  She  was  dismissed 
to  the  Church  in  Taunton,  Mass.,  in  accord  with 
this  record  of  the  Dorchester  pastor:  “also  Han¬ 
nah  grndafter  of  ye  widdow  Hill  wif  to  one  ffisher 
dismissed  to  Joyne  to  ye  Church  at  Tanton  & 
another  of  her  daughters  was  dismissed  ye  same 
time  but  whether  she  was  in  full  Comunion  I  doe 
not  yett  know,  neither  her  name  but  since  I  under¬ 
stand  yt  her  name  is  Rebeckah  who  is  marryed  to 
a  man  at  Taunton  &  yt  she  was  in  full  Comunion.” 

1707,  July  29.  In  the  agreement  of  Widow 
Fisher  and  her  children,  son  Daniel,  executor, 
agrees  to  “maintain  our  aged  mother  honorably 
during  life  she  to  dwell  with  such  child  as  she 
choose.” 


ton.  Others  claim  our  Daniel  as  the  son  of  An¬ 
thony,  and  it  may  be  said  that  there  is  as  good 
ground  for  one  claim  as  for  the  other.  We  take 
the  latter  view  because  Daniel,  a  young  man, 
would  naturally  move  with  his  father  when  the 
latter  moved  from  Dedham  to  Dorchester.  Here 
he  suffered  a  fire  loss  as  shown  in  second  item 
below  and  here  he  married  his  good  wife  Hannah 
Hill. 

1660/1,  Jan’y  26.  Vol.  VI,  p  163  P  Ct,  Boston: 
Nathaniel  Fisher  of  Dedham  makes  will  naming 
father-in-law  John  Hunting  and  brother  Daniel 
Fisher  as  executors.  He  names  also  wife  Ester 
and  brothers  Anthony,  Cornelius  and  sister  Lydia 
Morse. 


1661,  Nov.  11.  Vol.  I,  p  139  T  V,  Dorchester: 
In  “the  Constables  account  for  Rates  1660,”  we 
find  among  the  credits:  “It:  alowance  for  Daniel 
Fisher  9 d  in  consideration  of  loss  by  fire.”  Proba¬ 
bly  within  a  year  from  this  time  Daniel  and  Han¬ 
nah  were  married  at  Dorchester.  The  Pastor’s 
record  shows  her  to  be  single  in  March,  1662. 
Hence  the  marriage  was  between  this  date  and 
the  next  which  shows  the  baptism  of  their  first 
child. 

1663,  Dec.  27.  P  195  C  R,  Dorchester:  “Dan- 
iell  ye  Sonne  of  Daniell  ffisher  baptized  ye  same 
time  his  mother  being  a  member.”  Savage  and 
others  in  naming  the  children  of  Daniel  Fisher  of 
Taunton  omit  the  name  of  this  child  Daniel  born  at  Dorchester  before  they  moved  to  Taunton.  They 
give  only  those  born  at  Taunton.  This  birth  of  Daniel,  therefore,  in  Dec.,  1663,  and  of  Hannah  in  Feb’y, 
1666,  proves  to  us  that  their  removal  was  somewhere  between  these  dates.  We  suffer  a  paucity  of  facts  in 
regard  to  Daniel’s  early  life  in  Taunton  because  of  the  fire  in  Taunton  in  1S48  which  burned  up  nearly  all 
the  Town  records.  All  the  land  records  were  not  burned  but  of  this  early  day  there  does  not  seem  to  be  any 
extant.  Most  all  early  land  grants  were  a  part  ot  the  town  minutes  and  these  were  a  total  loss. 


1729,  July.  The  above  instrument  was  sworn 
to  by  all  the  signers  &  witnesses  this  month;  hence 
it  is  probable  that  the  mother  had  just  died  and 
final  distribution  is  at  hand.  This  means  that  she 
was  close  to  the  age  of  88  and  thus  covered  the 
greater  part  of  the  first  Christian  century  of  New 
England’s  history. 

1733/4,  Feb’y  14.  Vol.  55,  p  95  S  C  D:  Her 
son,  “Daniel  Fisher  of  Taunton,  yeoman,” 
grandson  of  John  Hill  Sen’r  of  Dorchester,  with 
other  heirs,  signs  the  deed  disposing  of  the  grand¬ 
father’s  lands  in  Stoughton. 


1671,  July  26,  Vol.  7,  p  123  P  Ct,  Boston:  Ensign  Daniel  Fisher  appears  at  Boston  at  the  probate  of 
Anthony  Fisher’s  estate  of  Dorchester,  with  brothers  Nathaniel  and  Cornelius,  brother-in-law  Daniel 
Morse  and  sister-in-law  Joanna  Fisher.  They  reach  agreement  to  share  and  share  alike  in  the  distribution. 
The  agreement,  too,  shows  that  their  father  had  previously  made  some  distributions  to  each.  Previous 
thereto,  date  not  given,  the  four  sons,  including  Daniel,  had  given  bond  to  pay  their  step-mother  £10  per 
year,  “at  2  li  10s  the  quarter  of  the  yeare  during  her  naturall  life.”  The  title  Ensign  used  here  is  the  only 
place  w'e  find  it  in  the  public  records.  All  the  early  election  records  were  burned  up  in  the  Taunton  fire. 


1675,  June  24.  P  93  Taunton  Hist  (1893):  King  Philip  made  this  year  famous  by  breaking  away  from 
the  plan  of  his  noble  father  Massasoit  who  for  40  years  kept  a  treaty  of  peace  with  the  Pilgrims,  and  at¬ 
tacked  the  settlers  where  he  dared.  In  Taunton  the  authorities  made  a  census  at  once  headed,  “The 
names  of  heads  of  families  in  Taunton  anno  domini  1675,  when  King  Philip’s  War  began.”  This  list, con¬ 
taining  96  names,  includes  four  of  our  ancestors  -  Daniel  Fisher,  James  Bell,  Robert  Crosman  and  Nicholas 
White. 
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1676,  July  28.  Vol.  12,  p  66  P  Ct,  Boston:  “Elder  John  Hunting  &  Capt  Daniel  ffisher  made  Oath  in 
Court  that  this  is  a  just  &  true  inventory”  of  Nathaniel  Fisher’s  estate. 

1682,  Apl.  8.  P  330  Taunton  Hist  (1893):  “The  Military  Company  of  Taunton  are  here  devided  into 
four  Squadrons  in  order  to  their  Bringing  their  Armcs  to  meeting  on  every  Sabbath  day  untill  the  last  of 
October  according  to  Court  order.”  In  the  list  are  134  names,  among  whom  are  two  ancestors  at  least  and 
children  of  all  four  of  our  Taunton  forebears,  as  follows:  In  the  first  squadron,  Nicholas  White,  Joseph 
White,  John  Crossman,  Joseph  Crossman;  2d  squadron,  Daniel  Fisher  Senr;  3d  squadron,  John  White; 
4th  squadron,  James  Bell,  Nathaniel  Bell  &  Daniel  Fisher  Jr. 

1690,  Dec.  1.  P  395  Do:  Our  Robert  Crossman’s  bill  of  this  date  is  evidence  that  Daniel  Fisher  was  a 
soldier  in  the  Canada  expedition  of  1690  in  the  Company  of  Capt  Samuel  Gallop,  under  Sir  William  Phipps. 
Robert  Crossman  repaired  his  gun  at  a  cost  of  9 d.  It  is  possible  and  even  probable  that  this  refers  to  son 
Daniel  who  is  now  27  years  old  rather  than  to  father  Daniel  who  is  about  52.  It  fits  the  elder  better,  too, 
to  subscribe  money  for  the  expedition  as  he  did  in  item  following. 

1690.  P  393  Do:  “Money  raised  for  Canada  Expedition,  1690.”  Fourteen  subscribers  are  in  the  list 
which  totals  £12'08'00,  our  “  Daniel  Fisher  se’r”  appearing  as  giving  5s.  England  was  fighting  with  France 
in  the  King  William’s  war  and  the  Colonies  were  helping  by  sending  a  force  up  to  Nova  Scotia  to  capture 
Port  Royal  which  they  did  successfully;  but  in  the  following  year  Phipps  failed  in  a  naval  attack  upon 
Quebec.  Notwithstanding  this  failure,  however,  he  was  appointed  Governor  of  Massachusetts  in  1692. 
He  distinguished  himself  as  Governor  by  appointing  a  commission  of  seven  magistrates  to  try  every  case 
of  witchcraft  persecutions.  He  was  called  to  London  to  answer  to  certain  charges  of  arbitrary  conduct  and 
died  there  in  1695. 

1707,  July.  This  is  the  approximate  date  of  Daniel  Fisher  Senior’s  death.  He  died  at  age  of  about  69 
without  having  made  a  will.  From  the  agreement  below  it  would  appear  that  the  old  folks  had  lived  for 
some  time  under  son  Samuel’s  care,  and  that  Samuel  had  secured  a  deed  to  the  homestead  and  40  acres, 
to  the  prejudice  more  or  less  of  the  other  heirs.  The  agreement,  however,  readjusts  the  matter. 

1707,  July  29.  Vol.  VI,  p  261  P  Ct,  Taunton:  “An  Agreement  made  by  the  widdow  &  children  of  Dan’l 
Fisher  Senr  of  Taunton  dec’d:  Whereas  the  said  Daniel  Fisher  sometime  before  his  death  did  give  to  his 
son  Sam’l  Fisher  an  instrument  in  writing  ....  whereby  he  gave  to  him  his  Dwelling  house  &  barn  £i 
forty  acres  of  land  thereto  adjoining  which  he  ye  said  Sam’l  Fisher  was  to  have  after  the  death  of  his  father 
&  mother,  he  being  to  perform  divers  conditions  mentioned  in  said  writting  but  after  the  death  of  his  said 
father,  on  further  consideration,  and  for  the  better  settlement  of  the  estate  in  Peace  <5i  Love  among  the 
children,  the  said  Samuel  Fisher  doth  freely  consent  to  give  up  said  writing  again  &  doth  by  these  Presents 
make  it  null  &  void  and  together  with  his  brothers  and  sisters  and  their  aged  mother  do  all  lovingly  and 
jointly  agree  that  Daniel  Fisher  Junior,  the  eldest  son  of  their  Honor’d  Father  Deceased,  shall  administer 
on  their  fathers  estate. 

“1.  Daniel  shall  have  all  the  estate  both  real  &  personal  under  these  conditions  following:  That  he 
maintain  our  aged  mother  honorably  &  decently  during  life,  she  to  dwell  with  whichever  child  she  pleases. 

“2.  Samuel  Fisher  to  have  liberty  to  dwell  in  the  dwelling  house  &  use  the  barn  till  November,  1708 
and  have  half  the  crops  now  in  the  ground,  with  liberty  to  plant  2  acres  next  year  &  have  the  whole  crop 
himself.  Also  Dan’l  is  to  pay  him  £23  and  Samuel  is  to  take  against  this  £23  ten  acres  of  land  that  was 
bought  of  Robert  Thornton,  and  1  y  acres  of  meadow  adjoining  to  it  and  6  acers  of  meadow  near  the  Drye 
pond  and  was  appraised  at  £16,  the  balance  of  £7  to  be  paid  in  moveables . 

“3.  Daniel  to  pay  brother  Eleazur  £13,  and  brother  Israel  £13,  they  to  take  two  Rumford  lots  between 
them  at  £1 1  each,  the  balance  to  be  paid  before  Feb’y  1,  1708/9 . 

“4.  Daniel  to  pay  brother  Nathaniel  £13  before  Feb’y  1,  1708/9 . 

“5.  Daniel  to  pay  brother  &  sister  Thomas  &  Hannah  Brayman  £13  before  Aug.  1,  1709 . 
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”6.  Daniel  to  pay  brother  &  sister  Ebenezer  &  Mary  Eddy  £11,  they  to  have  1st  choice  of  the  move- 
ablcs  in  liquidation . 

“7.  Daniel  to  pay  sister  Mercy  £13  before  Aug.  1,  1709 . 

Witnesses:  George  Leonard,  Hannah  X  Brayman,  Ebener  Edy,  Mary  X  Edy,  Mary  X  Fisher, 
John  Briggs,  Eleazer  Fisher,  Hannah  X  Fisher,  Dan’l  Fisher,  Samuel  S. 

Jer.  Newland.  Fisher,  Israel  Fisher,  Nathl  Fisher,  Thomas  Brayman.” 

1709,  Jan’y  13.  Do:  The  above  named  Israel  Fisher  signed  sealed  &  delivered  this  Instrument  in  the 
presence  of  George  Williams  &  Leonard  Burt. 

1729,  Second  Tuesday  in  July.  Do:  “Then  personally  appeared  Jon  Briggs  &  Jeremiah  Newland  & 
made  solemn  oath  that  they  saw  Hannah  Brayman,  Mary  Fisher,  Hannah  Fisher  &  Thomas  Brayman 
Signe  Seal  &  Execute  the  above  written  Instrument  &  their  act  added  and  yt  the  Defandants  signed  as 
witnesses  at  ye  same  time.” 

1729,  July  9.  Do:  “Came  Ebenezer  Ede,  Mary  Ede,  Daniel  Fisher,  Eleazer  Fisher,  Israel  Fisher, 
Nathaniel  Fisher,  the  subscribers  to  the  aforesaid  agreement  of  their  Father  Daniel  Fisher’s  Estate  Late 
of  Taunton  Deceased  &  acknowledged  the  same  to  be  their  voluntary  act  &  deed.” 

1729,  July  17.  Do:  All  above  papers  were  recorded  by  Stephen  Paine  Registrar.  These  papers,  filed 
22  years  after  the  1707  agreement,  indicate  that  the  mother  has  lately  died  and  that  final  settlement  is 
now  at  hand. 

CHILDREN 

(first  child  born  at  Dorchester;  all  the  rest  at  Taunton;  all  but  1st  are  recorded  in  Plymouth  Col.  Rec.,  Vol.  8) 

1.  DANIEL  b.  Dec.  22,  1663;  m.  Feb’y  7,  1694/5,  Mercy  Eddy 

He  was  soldier  in  the  Military  Company  of  Taunton  in  1700.  He  is  eldest  son  in  agreement  of  July  29,  1707. 

He  signed  the  deed  of  1734  also  (Hill  heir). 

2.  HANNAH  b.  Feb’y  1,  1666;  m.  1685,  Thomas  Brayman 

3.  JOHN  b.  Nov.  30,  1667 

He  died  prob.  before  July  29,  1707,  since  he  did  not  sign  agreement. 

4.  SAMUEL  b.  Dec.  3,  1669;  m.  a  1702,  Lydia  White  (see  below) 

5.  ELEAZER  b.  May  12,  1675;  m.  Dec.  24,  1696,  Hannah  Eddy;  he  d.  a  Dec.,  1750,  a;  75  shed.  10 ch 

They  lived  in  Norton.  His  inv’y  appx.  £360. 

6.  MARY  b.  May  30,  1675;  m.  a  1702,  Ebenezer  Eddy;  she  d.  he  d.  a  1756  8  ch 

Both  appeared  at  P  Ct.,  July  9,  1729. 

7.  MERCY  b.  Dec.  12,  1677 

She  was  unmarried  on  July  29,  1707.  Probably  she  is  the  Mary  Fisher  in  acknowledgement  of  July,  1729. 

8.  ISRAEL  b.  Mch.  27,  16S0;  m.  bef.  1710,  Susannah -  5  ch 

He  was  soldier  in  the  Military  Company  of  Taunton  in  1700.  He  ack.  signature  on  July  9,  1729. 

9.  NATHANIEL  b.  Feb'y  9,  1682;  m.  Sarah - ;  he  d.  Apl.,  1761,  ae  79  she  d.  8  ch 

He  was  soldier  in  the  Military  Company  of  Taunton  in  1700.  They  resided  in  Norton;  his  inv’y,  £48-15'5. 


SAMUEL  FISHER  b.  Dec.  3,  1669 

LYDIA  WHITE  m.  a  1702 

b.  Aug.  17,  1682  d.  a  July,  1724 

d.  -  as  55 

1682,  Aug.  17.  P  17  Nicholas  White  Gen 
(1902):  Lydia  White  was  born  in  Taunton,  the 
eldest  of  ten  children.  Note  that  she  was  thirteen 
years  younger  than  her  husband.  She  married  at 


1669,  Dec.  3.  Vol.  VIII,  p  60  P  C:  “Samuel 
Fisher,  the  son  of  Daniell  Fisher,  was  borne  the 
3d  of  December,  1669.”  The  event  was  at  Taun¬ 
ton,  Mass.,  whither  his  parents  had  moved  some 
six  years  before.  This  item,  recorded  at  Plymouth, 
was  saved  from  the  Taunton  fire  of  1848  which 
burned  up  all  the  early  vital  records. 

1686/7,  Jan’y  21.  Vol.  13,  p  499  L  R,  Taunton: 
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Robert  Thornton,  carpenter,  for  £6,  sells  to  Sam¬ 
uel  Fisher  Sen’r  of  Taunton,  Planter,  a  triangle 
lot  in  the  Rumford  division  of  Taunton  westerly 
from  ye  meeting  house  and  bounded  “Northward 
by  ye  3  mile  river.”  This  purchase  could  hardly 
be  made  by  Samuel  since  he  is  now  just  past  17 
and  moreover  there  is  no  Samuel  Fisher  Scnr  at 
this  time  since  there  is  no  Samuel  junior.  Again 
in  the  agreement  of  1707  this  particular  Thornton 
plot  was  a  part  of  Father  Daniel  Fisher’s  estate, 
hence  the  deed  should  have  been  in  his  name.  By 
the  agreement  it  finally  does  go  to  Samuel. 

1702.  Samuel  was  not  far  from  thirty  three 
years  of  age  when  he  married  Lydia  White  who  was 
thirteen  years  his  junior.  Taking  1702  as  the 
wedding  year  she  would  be  a  bride  of  twenty.  The 
writer  made  two  trips  to  Norton  but  on  neither 
occasion  was  successful  in  finding  the  first  town 
meeting  book  of  the  place.  Diligent  search  was 
made  for  me  by  the  first  selectman  in  the  town 
vault,  but  he  could  not  locate  it  and  was  much 
astonished  to  find  it  missing.  Hence  we  shall  not 
be  able  to  record  any  town  meeting  notice  of 
Samuel’s  doings. 

1707,  July  29.  This  is  the  date  of  the  family 
agreement  which  was  made  after  the  death  of 
father  Daniel  Fisher  Senior.  Prior  thereto  he  had 
given  a  conditional  deed,  not  recorded,  to  Samuel, 
his  son,  whereby  Samuel  was  to  have  the  father’s 
dwelling  and  barn  and  40  acres  adjoining  and 
“perform  divers  conditions  mentioned  in  said 
writing.”  The  new  agreement,  however,  gives 
Samuel  the  following:  2.  Samuel  Fisher  to  have 
liberty  to  dwell  in  the  dwelling  house  and  use  the  barn  till  November,  1708,  and  have  half  the  crops  now 
in  the  ground,  with  liberty  to  plant  two  acres  next  year  and  have  the  whole  crop  himself.  Also  older 
brother  Daniel  is  to  pay  him  £23,  Samuel  to  take  against  said  £23  ten  acres  of  land  that  was  bought  of 
Robert  Thornton,  and  l)/2  acres  of  meadow  adjoining  to  it  and  six  acres  of  meadow  near  the  Drye  pond, 
appraised  at  £16,  the  balance  of  £7  to  be  paid  in  movables. 

By  the  above  it  would  appear  that  Samuel  was  ousted  from  the  parental  farm  house  in  the  Norton  end 
of  Taunton  and  that  in  November,  1703,  he  was  to  move  to  the  Rumford  Division  where  the  10  acre 
Thornton  lot  was  -  “westerly  from  ye  Meeting  house  of  ye  sd  Taunton.”  Samuel  had  evidently  been  the 
home  man  of  the  family,  managing  the  farm  in  the  father’s  declining  years;  but  how-ever  much  he  had 
done,  the  rest  of  the  family  evidently  thought  that  the  reward  of  the  whole  farm  was  too  much. 


about  20  and  had  some  22  years  of  w  edded  life  in 
the  Norton  end  of  Taunton. 

1724,  Sept.  21.  Vol.  V,  p  172  P  Ct,  Taunton: 
Lydia  Fisher  renders  account  of  her  administra¬ 
tion  of  husband’s  estate  to  the  Court. 

1724,  Oct.  20.  Vol.  IV,  p  426  Do:  “To  Mrs. 
Lidiah  Fisher  Widdow  &  administratrix  to  the 
Estate  of  her  Late  Husband  Sam’l  Fisher  of 
Norton  Deceased  Intestate  Greeting:  .... 
Trusting  therefore  In  your  Care  &  Fidelity  1  do 
by  these  Committ  unto  you  full  Power  to  adminis¬ 
ter  all  &  singular,  &c  .  .  .  .  and  to  make  a  True 
and  Perfect  I  nventory  .  .  .  .  and  to  exhibit  the 
same  unto  the  Registry  of  the  Court  .  .  .  att 
or  before  the  Twentieth  Day  of  January  next  and 
to  Render  a  True  &  Plaine  accompt  of  your  Ad¬ 
ministration  uppon  oath  att  or  before  the  Twen¬ 
tieth  Day  of  October  1725.”.  .  .  . 

1725,  July  7.  Vol.  V,  p  173  P  Ct:  In  the  “Agree¬ 
ment  made  by  ye  Children  of  Joseph  White  Late 
of  Taunton,”  the  second  item  is:  “We  Releise  to 
Lidiah  Fisher,  Widdow  of  Samuel  Fisher,  that 
Ten  acres  of  Land  of  our  said  Deceased  Father 
Whites  which  Lies  at  or  nearc  her  Dw'eling  house 
in  Norton.”  Lastly  Joseph  White  administrator 
is  to  collect  all  debts  due  the  estate  and  pay  all 
“our  said  Fathers  Just  debtes”,  after  which  any 
“overplus  we  do  all  agree  shall  be  equally  Divided 
between  Lydiah  Fisher  &  Elizabeth  White.” 
Lydia  Fisher  is  now  43  years  old  and  how  much 
longer  she  outlived  her  husband  is  not  and  perhaps 
never  will  be  known. 


171 1,  Sept.  19.  P  62  Norton  Hist  (1859) :  The  town  of  Norton  voted  to  call  Rev.  Mr.  Avery  at  salary 
of  £40.  He  did  not  respond,  so  they  proceeded  to  lay  a  tax  for  a  parsonage  as  a  further  inducement.  Sixty 
six  citizens  wrere  assessed  a  rate  to  raise  £32  and  Samuel  Fisher  is  in  the  list  at  6s  8 d  on  heads;  00  on  Real 
Estate  and  3s  4 d  on  personal  estate. 

1712,  May  14.  Vol.  8,  p  373  L  R,  Taunton:  Samuel  Fisher  of  Norton,  for  £10,  sells  to  Samuel  Danforth 
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of  Taunton,  “eight  acres  of  Meddowish  land”  in  Norton  which  was  “parcelled  unto  my  Father  Daniel 
Fisher  Senr,  late  of  Taunton,  deceased.” 

For  the  next  twelve  years  the  records  concerning  Samuel  are  silent.  Samuel  Fisher  died  suddenly, 
probably,  very  shortly  before  the  inventory.  He  left  no  will,  and  had  reached  55  years  of  age,  leaving  wife 
Lydia  at  only  42. 

1724,  July  18.  Vol.  IV,  p  438  P  Ct,  Taunton:  “Inventory  of  the  Estate  of  Samuel  Fisher,  taken  by 


Benjamin  Williams,  William  Stone  and  Samuel  Caswell: 

27  acres  of  land  with  ye  buildings  ...........  £85-00-00 

Carpenters  tools  ..............  2-01-00 

Farming  tools . 2-06-00 

3  spining  wheels,  &c  .............  l-OS-OO 

Pails  &  trays,  wooden  dishes,  sadle  pillion,  pewter  and  12  books  ......  2-07-00 

2  beds,  3  coverlids,  2  boolsters,  &c  ..........  3-10-00 

1  cart,  two  sleds,  plows,  yoakes,  &c  ..........  2-00-00 

1  yoake  of  oxen,  3  cowes,  one  heaffer,  one  calf  &  one  horse  .......  27-00-00 

8  old  sheep,  5  lambs,  5  swine  ............  6-18-00 

Sundry  items,  all  covering  one  whole  page  .........  4-00-00 


Total  £  1 36-1 0-00  ■’ 


1724,  Sept.  21.  Vol.  V,  p  172  Do:  Lidiah  Fisher,  widow,  renders  account  to  the  Court  of  her  adminis¬ 
tration  as  follows: 


“The  personal  estate  being  ...... 

To  be  added  to  the  Inventory  by  advance  uppon  creatures  sold 
Rec’d  of  Ebenezer  Eddy  ....... 

She  then  asks  for  allowances  as  follows,  which  are  allowed: 


“To  1  cow  lost  ...........£  3-00-00 

To  5  sheep  lost  ...........  1-15-00 

To  1  cow  killed  for  the  family  use  ........  1-01-00 

To  4  swine  killed  for  the  family  use  ........  1-19-00 

To  the  widdow  for  beding  and  necessary  for  housekeeping  ....  6-00-00 

Sundry  debts,  &c  ..........  15-15-15 


£051-10-00 

2-15-00 

0-05-00 


£54-10-00” 


£29-10-15” 


1724,  Oct.  20.  Vol.  IV,  p  426  Do:  Lidia  Fisher  widdow  and  administratrix  to  the  estate  of  her  late  hus¬ 
band  Sam’I  Fisher  of  Norton,  dcc’d  intestate,  made  oath  to  the  accuracy  of  above  inventory,  “and  when 
she  knowes  of  any  more  she  will  Reveal  it.  ”  Had  Samuel  Fisher  left  a  will  we  might  know  more  about  his 
children.  With  Taunton  records  burned  and  Norton  records  silent,  our  only  knowledge  comes  from  the 
land  records  which  show  only  the  two  children  below. 

1859.  P  81  Norton  Hist  (1859):  The  Norton  History  written  at  this  time  says,  “Samuel  Fisher  is  sup¬ 
posed  to  have  lived  in  Norton  in  the  neighborhood  of  where  Albert  S.  Tucker  now  lives.” 


CHILDREN 


(only  two  known  to  us) 

1.  SAMUEL  b.  a  1704;  m.  May  15,  1729,  Hannah  Thayer  (see  below) 

2.  SETH  b. - ;  m.  Dec.  30,  1736,  Sarah  Leonard.  They  lived  in  Norton. 


4  ch 


SAMUEL  FISHER 
HANNAH  THAYER 
b.  Sept.  15,  1704 
d.  - 


b.  a  1704 
m.  May  15,  1729 
d.  a  1763 
ae  a  59 


1704,  Sept.  15.  P  183  Mendon  B  M  D,  Ptd: 


1704.  Samuel  Fisher  was  born  about  this  time 
in  the  Norton  section  of  Taunton.  Any  record  of 
the  event  was  burned  up  in  1848.  When  about  20 
years  old  his  father  died  and  the  family  load  prob¬ 
ably  fell  heavily  upon  him. 
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BASSETT  GENEALOGY 


Hannah  Thayer  was  born  at  Mendon,  Mass., 
daughter  of  Ebenezer  and  Martha  Thayer.  In 
claiming  this  Hannah,  the  daughter  of  Ebenezer 
Thayer  of  Mendon  as  ours,  we  have  to  confess 
lack  of  positive  proof.  We  base  claim,  however,  on 
the  following  grounds:  (1)  She  is  the  only  Hannah 
Thayer  of  this  generation  or  earlier  generation  in 
the  Thayer  Genealogy,  who  is  unaccounted  for. 
(2)  The  death  of  her  father  in  1723,  leaving  her  at 
19,  and  one  of  a  large  family,  might  easily  lead  to 
a  visit  among  near  relatives  either  Thayers  or 
Haywards  in  the  new  settlement  of  Easton  where 
she  was  married.  (3)  Her  1st  cousin  Oliver  Thayer 
named  a  son  Lemuel,  an  odd  name,  about  same 
time  she  named  one  Lemuel.  (4)  She  had  dower 
rights  in  the  sale  of  land  with  husband,  indicating 
family  of  some  wealth  such  as  her  father  had. 
(5)  The  ages  of  the  two  are  just  about  the  same. 

1725,  Sept.  15.  Vol.  X,  p  306  P  Ct,  New  Ser, 
Boston:  On  her  twenty  first  birthday,  according 
to  her  father’s  will,  she  inherits  this  bequest: 
“Item.  To  daughters  Hannah  and  Martha,  at 
age  21  or  day  of  marriage,  £10  each;’’  also,  “to  my 
four  daughters  Deborah,  Abigail,  Hannah  and 
Martha  the  remaining  part  of  the  moveable 
estate  left  in  wife’s  hands  at  her  dispose.”  The 
total  estate  of  Ebenezer  Thayer,  her  father,  was 
£826-1  LOO 

1733,  Aug.  1.  Vol.  31,  p  137  L  R,  Taunton: 
Hannah  Fisher  signs  deed  to  the  sale,  for  £160,  of 
the  original  40  acre  farm  of  Daniel  Fisher  Sen’r 
in  Norton,  with  her  husband  Samuel  and  brother- 
in-law  Seth  Fisher. 

1734,  Sept.  10.  Vol.  25,  p  342  Do:  Hannah 
Fisher  and  husband  sign  deed  to  the  sale,  for  £50, 
of  a  20  acre  plot  in  Norton  “which  was  originally 
Samuel  Fisher’s  deceased;”  and  “further  I  Han¬ 
nah  Fisher  ye  wife  of  said  Sa-nuel  Fisher  doth  by 
these  presents  freely  willingly  yield  up  ...  . 
all  my  right  of  Dowry  forever.” 

1741,  Sept.  26.  Vol.  31,  p  183  Do:  Hannah  and 
Samuel  Fisher  sell,  for  £30,  10  acres  in  Norton 
next  to  tract  “which  sd  John  King  bought  of  sd 
Samuel  Fisher  &  his  Brother  Seth  Fisher.”  At  the 
time  of  this  sale  Hannah  had  reached  the  age  of 
37.  It  is  the  last  reference  to  her  that  we  can  find. 


smaller  quarters.  They  did  not  retain  the  property 
following. 


1729,  May  15.  Vol.  l,p  1  PR,  Easton:  One  of 
the  very  first  marriages  to  be  celebrated  in  the 
new  town  of  Easton,  Mass.,  was  that  of  Samuel 
Fisher  of  Norton  and  Hannah  Thayer;  at  least 
it  is  one  of  the  first  two  or  three  to  be  recorded  by 
the  town  clerk  of  Easton,  which  adjoins  Norton 
on  the  North.  At  this  time  Samuel’s  father  had 
been  dead  for  about  five  years,  but  grandmother 
Fisher  was  probably  living  at  age  88.  In  this 
family  we  suffer,  not  alone  for  fire,  but  for  the 
failure  of  many  to  record  their  vital  statistics  in 
these  early  days.  Then  again,  as  stated  above,  on 
two  visits  to  Norton  the  writer  has  not  been  able 
to  locate  the  first  town  meeting  book,  one  of  the 
aged  selectmen  being  dumbfounded  when  after  a 
long  search  he  could  not  find  it.  The  town  clerk, 
Jacob  Leonard,  at  whose  home  I  spent  one  very 
pleasant  evening,  told  me  I  was  the  only  one  who 
had  asked  for  that  book  in  thirty  years!  That 
book  covers  the  beginnings  of  Norton  as  a  sepa¬ 
rate  town  (inc.  Mch.  17,  1710)  and  should  have 
some  interesting  Fisher  facts.  The  following  deed 
covers  what  I  take  to  be  the  original  Daniel 
Fisher  Sen’r  farm  in  the  Norton  end  of  Taunton. 
It  comprises  some  40  acres.  Samuel  and  brother 
Seth  would  seem  to  have  secured  it  by  inheritance 
since  the  record  shows  no  purchase  of  same  by 
them.  Their  father  had  died  in  1724  leaving  ap¬ 
parently  only  27  acres,  but  their  mother  may  have 
added  some  and  indeed  she  had  put  some  of  her 
money  into  it  after  she  had  come  into  the  family 
in  1729.  By  1733  when  Samuel  and  Seth  sold  it 
they  owned  it  in  fee  simple. 

1733,  Aug.  1.  Vol.  31,  p  137  L  R,  Taunton: 
Samuel  &  Seth  Fisher,  husbandmen,  and  Hannah 
Fisher,  for  £160,  sell  a  40  acre  farm  in  Norton  to 
Mr.  John  King,  yeoman,  “beginning  at  ye  South 
corner  of  a  Bridge  called  and  known  by  ye  name 
of  Fisher’s  Bridge.”  It  extended  along  the  brook 
for  some  75  rods.  The  Taunton  History,  p  604, 
says  that  Fisher’s  Bridge  was  built  prior  to  1700. 

1733,  Oct.  4.  Vol.  34,  p  48  Do:  Samuel  Fisher, 
husbandman,  of  Norton,  buys  of  Benjamin  & 
Lydia  Jones,  for  £30,  ten  acres  of  land  in  Norton 
close  to  “ye  said  land  which  sd  Fisher  sold  to 
Mr.  John  King.”  It  would  appear  from  this  as 
though  Samuel  and  Hannah  were  moving  into 
long,  however,  selling  it  in  1741  as  per  second  deed 
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1734,  Sept.  30.  Vol.  25,  p  342  Do:  Samuel  Fisher  of  Norton,  husbandman,  and  Hannah  Fisher  his  wife, 
for  £50,  sell  to  William  Campbell  of  Norton  20  acres  in  Norton  “which  was  formerly  Taunton  old  Town- 
ship  and  which  was  originally  Samuel  Fisher’s  deceased”.  This  plot  also  began  at  Fisher’s  Bridge,  and 
was  sold  “in  mine  own  proper  right  of  a  good,  perfect  and  absolute  estate  of  Inheritance  in  fee  simple” 
.  .  .  .  and  "further  I  Hannah  Fisher,  ye  wife  of  said  Samuel  Fisher,  doth  freely,  willingly  yield  up  all 
my  right  of  Dowry  forever.” 

1741,  Sept.  26.  Vol.  31,  p  138  Do:  Samuel  &  Hannah  Fisher  of  Norton,  he  a  husbandman,  for  £30,  sell 
to  John  King  10  acres  in  Norton  cornering  on  “a  tract  of  land  which  sd  John  King  bought  of  sd  Samuel 
Fisher  &  his  Brother  Seth  Fisher.” 

1760,  Apl.  8.  Vol.  48,  p  432  Do:  Samuel  Fisher  Jun’r  buys  16^4  acres  from  Elnathan  Jones.  While  this 
deed  is  executed  to  Samuel  as  junior,  by  Oct.  24,  1765,  when  the  deed  was  recorded,  the  Jr.  was  dropped. 
Hence  it  may  be  that  Samuel  Fisher  died,  between  these  dates.  His  death  is  not  recorded  in  Norton.  There 
is  no  probate  record  at  Taunton  and  apparently  no  settlement  deed.  Hence  the  question  is  open  whether 
they  died  here  in  Norton,  as  probable,  or  died  elsewhere  leaving  will  or  other  settlement. 

CHILDREN 

(all  bom  at  Norton,  Mass.) 

1.  LYDIA  b.  Mch.  25,  1730;  m.  Mch.  16,  1748,  William  Bassett  (see  below) 

2.  SAMUEL  b.  Apl.  24,  1733;  m.  Mch.  8,  1762,  Mary  Tucker 

She  was  bom  June  4,  1641.  They  have  no  children  recorded  in  Norton. 

3.  PHILIP  b.  May  5,  1735 

4.  LEMUEL  b.  Dec.  10,  1737;  m.  Apl.  7,  1763,  Mary  White  3rd 

She  was  daughter  of  Rev.  Ebenezer  White  of  Norton  who  grad.  H  C  in  1732. 

5.  HANNAH  b.  Jan’y  3,  1740;  m.  Jan’y  3,  1760,  Amos  Dagget 

He  was  of  Attleboro,  Mass. 

LINE  OF  DESCENT 

William  Bassett  b.  1726;  m.  Lydia  Fisher  b.  1730 
Nathan  Bassett  b.  1769;  m.  Mehitable  Buell  b.  1774 
Ozias  Buell  Bassette  b.  1807;  m.  Emeline  Eno  b.  1805 
Frederick  Henry  Bassette  b.  1839;  m.  Margaret  Anderson  b.  1844 


• 

THE  FISKE  FAMILY 


LORD  SYMOND  FISKE 


b. 


SUSANNAH  SMYTH  m  (1)  Susannah  Smyth 

b.  m  (2)  Katherine  - 

d.  he  d.  Feb’y,  1464 


1399-1461.  P  36  Fiske  Genealogy  (1896):  These 
years  cover  the  reigns  of  Henry  IV,  V  and  VI  of 
England  in  which  Lord  Symond  Fiske  lived.  He 
was  Lord  of  the  Manor  of  Stadhaugh,  Laxfkld 
parish,  Suffolk  County,  England.  “He  held  lands 


n  Laxfield  Parish,  and  was  probably  grandson  of  Daniel  Fisc,  (according  to  Herald’s  Visitation).  He 
bore  for  his  arms,  chequey,  argent  and  gules,  upon  a  pale,  sable,  three  millets  piercd,  or.  These  arms 
with  a  crest  added,  were  confirmed  to  Prof.  Nicholas  Fiske,  professor  in  Physic,  of  Stadhaugh  in  Laxfield.’’ 

Henry  IV  was  the  first  King  of  the  House  of  Lancaster  and  the  first  son  of  John  of  Gaunt.  In  his 
reign  (1401)  occurred  the  first  case  in  England  of  burning  for  heresy,  when  a  clergyman  named  William 
Chatrys  was  burned  at  Smithfield. 

Henry  V’s  distinction  was  to  invade  France  three  times,  the  third  time  dying  at  Vincennes  at  only 
35  years  of  age. 

Henry  VI,  only  nine  months  old  when  his  father  died,  was  weak  in  mind  like  his  grandfather  Charles 
VI  of  France.  In  his  reign  occurred  the  first  battle  in  the  War  of  the  Roses  (1455)  with  the  Yorkists 
victors.  His  last  years  were  spent  in  the  Tower  where  finally  he  was  murdered  (1471). 

The  Fiskes  in  America  are  descended  from  this  ancient  family  which,  for  centuries  and  until  a  recent 
period,  had  its  seat  and  manorial  lands  in  Laxfield,  in  the  County  of  Suffolk.  As  early  as  1422  Symond 
Fiske  resided  there  as  Lord  of  the  Manor  of  Stadhaugh  and  entitled  by  grant  to  coat  armour.  Several 
of  his  descendants  appear  to  have  justly  gained  repute  for  piety  and  education,  both  among  church  men 
and  non-conformists ;  and  numbers  of  them  during  the  protracted  struggle  of  the  Reformation,  and  espe¬ 
cially  in  the  days  of  Queen  Mary,  endured  severe  persecutions  on  account  of  their  staunch  adherence  to 
Evangelical  principles.’’ 


1463,  Dec.  22.  Do:  Date  of  Will  of  Lord  Symond  Fiske.  Bequeaths  his  soul  to  God,  the  Virgin  Mary 
and  all  the  saints  in  Heaven.  Mentions  sons  William,  Jeffrey,  John  and  Edmund,  giving  to  each  £20; 
daughter  Margaret  Dowsing;  wife  Katherine.  Son  John  and  Nicholas  Noloch  are  named  executors. 

1463/4,  February.  Do:  Only  five  or  six  weeks  after  making  the  Will,  he  died  at  Stadhaugh. 

1463/4,  February  26.  Do:  Will  is  proved  at  Norwich,  the  county  seat  of  Norfolk  County. 


CHILDREN 

(all  bom  at  Laxfield;  these  mentioned  in  ■w.'ill) 

1.  WILLIAM  b.  ;  m.  Joan  Lynne  (see  below) 

2.  JEFFREY  b.  ;  m.  Margaret - ;  he  d.  May,  1504  shed. 

They  resided  in  Laxfield.  He  made  will  May  3,  1504,  and  next  day,  May  4,  1504,  she  made  will  in  which 
Rev.  John  Fiske  was  named  executor. 

3.  REV.  JOHN  b.  ;  m. - ;  he  d.  1512  shed. 

They  were  residents  of  Laxfield.  He  made  will  of  Jan’y  18,  1507;  mentions  son  Sir  John  Fiske,  chaplain, 
and  son  Robert,  canon  of  Leyston. 

4.  EDMUND  b.  ;  m.  Margery ;  he  d.  Sept.,  1494  she  d. 

They  lived  at  Bury  St.  Edmunds,  Suffolk  Co.  He  made  will  dated  Aug.  7,  1494.  She  was  co-executor  of  same. 
No  children  named. 

5.  MARGARET  b.  ;  m. - Dowsing  or  Dowling. 
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WILLIAM  FISKE 

JOAN  LYNNE 

b. 

d.  ajan’y,  1505 


b. 


m. 


d.  a  1504 


1422-1509.  P  36  Do:  Five  Kings  of  England 
reigned  during  this  span  of  years  when  William 
Fiske  was  living  -  Henry  VI,  Edward  IV,  Edward 
V,  Richard  III,  and  Henry  VII.  He  was  born  at 
Stadhaugh  Manor  and  probably  lived  his  whole 
life  at  Laxfield,  Suffolk  County,  same  as  his  father 
before  him. 

1504.  Do:  This  is  the  approximate  date  of  his 
death,  the  year  in  which  Philip  I  became  King  of 
Spain.  Philip  was  surnamed  “the  Handsome”, 
but  he  lived  to  be  only  28  years  of  age  and  was 
active  in  the  Kingship  for  only  three  months.  He 
was  however  the  father  of  the  great  Emperor 
Charles  the  V  who,  at  20  years  of  age,  “  ruled  a 
dominion  more  extensive  than  that  which  had  obeyed  the  sway  of  Alexander  or  of  Augustus.  ”  He  it  was 
who  in  1521  called  the  Diet  of  Worms  before  which  Luther  was  cited  to  appear  and  retract,  but  would 
not. 


1504,  July  15.  Do:  Joan  Fiske,  late  wife  of 
William  Fiske  of  Laxfield,  makes  will  naming  sons 
John,  Augustine  and  Simon;  son’s  wife  Anne; 
daughters  Margery  and  Margaret.  Sir  John  Fiske 
son  of  John  Fiske  and  her  own  son  Simon  are 
made  executors. 

1505,  Feb’y  28.  Do:  Will  is  proved.  Joan  Lynne 
was  a  native  of  Norfolk,  England. 


CHILDREN 

(all  bom  at  Laxfield,  Eng.) 

1.  LORD  THOMAS  b.  ;  m.  Anne - ;  he  d.  a  Dec.,  1525  shed.  4  ch 

They  resided  at  Stadhaugh.  He  made  will  dated  Oct.  27,  1525. 

2.  WILLIAM  b.  ;  m.  Joan - ;  he  d.  a  May,  1513  shed.  1  ch 

He  made  will  Jan’y  31,  1512/13;  mentions  wife  Joan,  and  bros.  Simon  &  Thomas.  Son  Thomas  lived  in 
Halesworth. 

3.  AUGUSTINE  b.  ;  m.  Joan - ;  he  d.  a  Apl.,  1508  shed.  1  ch 

Resided  in  Laxfield.  He  made  will  Mch.  15,  1507/8 

4.  SIMON  b.  ;  m.  Elizabeth - (see  below) 

5.  ROBERT  b.  ;  m  (1) - ;  he  d.  1563  she  d.  1  ch 

They  resided  at  Ipswich,  Eng.  He  was  a  clothmonger.  He  m  (2)  Joan - .  He  made  will  dated  Feb’y  15, 

1563;  desired  to  be  buried  at  St.  Mary’s  at  Elms  in  Ipswich  where  his  1st  wife  was  buried. 

6.  JOHN  b.  ;  m. - ;  he  d.  a  July,  1562  she  d.  3  ch 

They  were  residents  of  Laxfield  and  Holton.  Eng.  He  made  will  dated  Nov.  23,  1550;  desires  to  be  buried  in 
churchyard  of  Holton,  near  his  children. 

7.  MARGERY  b. 

8.  MARGARET  b. 


SIMON  FISKE  b. - 

ELIZABETH -  m. - 

b.  d.  June,  1538 

d.  June,  1558 

1536,  July  10.  Do:  Simon  Fiske  mentions  wife 
Elizabeth  in  his  will. 

1558,  June.  Do:  Widow  Elizabeth  Fiske  dies 
at  Halesworth,  England. 


son  Simon.  John  Fiske  of  Holton  was  Supervisor. 
Henry  the  VIII,  was  beheaded.  “Uneasy  lies  the 


1525,  Oct.  27.  P  37  Do:  Lord  Thomas  Fiske 
the  older,  Lord  of  the  Manor,  Stadhaugh,  men¬ 
tions  brother  Simon  Fiske  in  his  will. 

1536,  July  10.  Do:  Simon  Fiske  was  a  resident 
of  Laxfield,  Suffolk  Co.,  England.  This  is  the  date 
of  his  will  in  which  he  desires  to  be  buried  at  the 
Chancel  end  of  the  Church  of  All  Saints,  Laxfield, 
next  to  his  father.  He  mentions  sons  Robert  and 
William;  wife  Elizabeth;  son  Jeffrey;  daughters 
Joan  Iverton,  Gelyne  Warner,  Agnes  Fiske,  and 
This  is  the  year  in  which  Anne  Boleyn,  the  wife  of 
head  that  wears  a  crown”.  Four  gentlemen  of  the 
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privy  chamber  and  a  musician,  all  judged  guilty  with  her,  were  either  beheaded  or  hanged.  So  Anne 
Boleyn  died;  but  she  left  behind  a  three  year  old  daughter  Elizabeth  who  was  to  bring  great  lustre  to  the 
Crown  which  Anne  had  lost. 

1538,  July  13.  Do:  The  above  will  is  proved. 

CHILDREN 

(first  seven  mentioned  in  father’s  will) 

1.  SIMON  b.  ;  m. - ;  (see  below) 

2.  WILLIAM  b. 

3.  ROBERT  b. - ;  m.  Alice - ;  he  d.  a  Apl.,  1551  she  d. 

They  lived  in  Laxfield,  Eng.  He  made  will  Mch.  6,  1549.  Children  were  all  under  21.  Wife  Alice  was  co¬ 
executor. 

4.  JOAN  b.  ;  m. - Iverton 

5.  JEFFREY  b. 

6.  GELYNE  b.  ;  m. - Warner 

7.  AGNES  b. 

8.  THOMAS  b. 

9.  ELIZABETH  b. 

10.  JOHN  b. 

John  received  bequest  of  10  marks  from  brother  Simon  to  sing  for  his  soul  one  year. 


SIMON  FISKE 


b. 

d.  before  husband 


m. - 

d.  1505 


/ 

1505,  Jan’y  25.  P38Do:  Simon  Fiske  was  born 
and  lived  all  his  life  at  Laxfield.  In  making  his 
will  he  gives  bequests  to  his  children  who  were  all 
young  and  a  bequest  to  his  brother,  Master  John 
Fiske,  of  ten  marks  to  sing  for  his  soul  for  one 
year. 

1505.  Do:  He  died  at  Laxfield,  thirty  three 
years  in  fact,  before  his  father.  This  was  but  one 
year  before  Christopher  Columbus  laid  down  his 
life  at  Valladolid,  in  Spain,  in  the  59th  year  of  his  age.  To  have  discovered  a  new  continent,  across  an 
unknown  deep,  was  an  achievment  worthy  of  world  honor,  but  the  dull  minds  of  Europe  in  those  days 
did  not  rise  to  it.  In  fact  they  put  him  in  irons  for  a  time;  but  he  v/as  permitted  to  make  a  fourth  great 
voyage  in  which  he  explored  along  the  south  coast  of  the  Gulf  of  Mexico;  but  it  was  done  only  at  the 
cost  of  great  hardships  and  of  many  distresses  of  body  and  mind.  From  this  voyage  he  returned  only  to  die. 


1505,  Jan’y  25.  Her  husband  does  not  mention 
her  in  his  will  hence  she  died  probably  before  this 
time. 


CHILDREN 

(all  bom  at  Laxfield) 

1.  ROBERT  b.  ;  m.  Mrs.  Sybil  (Gould)  Barber  (see  below) 

2.  JOHN  b.  ;  m.  Thomasine  Pinchard;  he  d.  a  Oct.,  1607  she  d. 

His  will  dated  Oct.  1,  1607,  mentions  wife  Thomasine  and  brother-in-law  John  Pinchard  of  Bedingfield;  no 
children  named.  Residence  was  at  Twilshali,  St.  Mary,  Eng. 

3.  GEORGE  b.  ;  m.  Anne - ;  he  d.  Mch.,  1593  she  d.  4  ch 

Residence  was  at  Westhall.  His  will  was  dated  Jan’y  6,  1591.  She  was  living  1613. 

4.  NICHOLAS  b.  ;  m.  Joan  Crispe;  he  d.  a  Sept.,  1569  she  d.  5  ch 

Residence  at  Dennington,  Eng.,  will,  Aug.  20,  1569.  Fox  in  his  ‘‘Book  of  Martyrs",  relating  the  account  of 
the  burning  of  John  Noyes  mentions  Nicholas  Fiske  as  Noyes’  brother-in-law. 
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5.  JEFFREY  b. 

6.  JEREMY  b.  ;  m. - ;  he  d.  Sept.,  1630  she  d.  Nov.  15,  1624  2  ch 

He  made  will  Aug.  22,  1630;  made  bequest  to  son-in-law  Peter  Cook  and  his  son  John,  of  house  and  land  in 
Tittleshall,  Co.  Norfolk.  They  resided  in  Laxfield. 

7.  WILLIAM  b.  ;  m. - ;  he  d.  a  Dec.,  1572  she  d.  bef.  1575  5  ch 

His  will,  Oct.  10,  1570.  Robert  and  Jeffrey  Fiske  were  witnesses  to  it.  He  fled  for  religion’s  sake  in  the  time 
of  Queen  Mary.  Residence  at  St.  Michaels,  So.  Elmham. 

8.  RICHARD  b.  ;  m.  Agnes  Crispe;  he  d.  Nov.,  1572  she  d.  5  ch 

Will,  Sept.  7,  1572;  witnessed  by  John,  Jeffrey  and  Nathaniel  Fiske.  According  to  Cotton  Mather  he  lived 
in  reign  of  Queen  Mary  and  endured  grievous  persecution.  Residence  was  at  Laxfield. 

9.  JOANb. 

10.  GELYNE  b. 

11.  AGNES  b. 


ROBERT  FISKE  b. - 

WID.  SYBIL  GOULD  BARBER  m. - 

b. 

d.  before  husband  d.  a  June,  1600 

1553-8.  Do:  At  the  time  of  the  religious  per- 
secutions  of  Queen  Mary,  Sybil  was  in  great  dan¬ 
ger  as  was  also  her  sister  Isabella  who  was  con¬ 
fined  to  the  Castle  of  Norwich  and  escaped  death 
only  by  the  power  of  her  brothers  who  had  great 
influence  in  the  county.  Sybil  was  widow  of  a 
Mr.  Barber  when  she  married  Robert  Fiske. 


of  Heckingham,  in  County  Norfolk,  lately 


1505.  P  39  Do:  The  Fiske  Genealogy  makes 
the  mistake  of  giving  1525  as  the  approximate 
date  of  Robert  Fiske’s  birth.  His  father  Simon 
died  in  1505,  hence  Robert’s  birth  must  have 
been  prior  thereto.  We  follow  the  Fiske  Gene¬ 
alogy  order  but  are  inclined  to  believe  that  one 
generation  has  been  skipped.  The  book  says, 
too,  that  he  was  born  at  Stadhaugh  Manor. 
Later  he  had  residence  at  Broad  Gates,  Lax¬ 
field,  near  Framingham  and  then  at  St.  James, 
South  Elmham,  Eng.  An  old  record  in  con¬ 
nection  with  his  son  William  says  that  he  pos¬ 
sessed  “livery  of  the  Manor,  and  advowson 
I  to  Robert  Fyske,  his  father.” 


1505-1600.  This  is  the  span  of  a  long  life  which,  in  fact,  covered  practically  the  entire  reigns  of  four 
sovereigns  of  England  -  Henry  VIII,  Edward  VI,  Mary  and  Elizabeth  -  and  which  saw  England  con¬ 
verted  from  a  second  rate  to  a  first  rate  powder.  Robert  Fiske  and  Sybil  had  vision  and  were  made  of 
martyr  stuff  -  they  would  not  bend  to  Pope  or  Queen. 


1553-58.  Do:  These  days  of  Queen  Mary  were  days  of  great  persecution  in  England.  Mary  was  an 
ardent  Catholic  and  caused  all  the  laws  in  regard  to  Protestantism  to  be  repealed.  This  was  followed 
by  the  burning  of  many  men  for  their  religion,  the  chief  scene  of  these  tragedies  being  at  Smithfield  in 
London.  In  these  days  Robert  Fiske,  who  breathed  strongly  the  religious  fervor  of  Suffolk  County, 
which  later  brought  forth  Oliver  Cromwell  and  many  of  the  Pilgrims,  fled  to  Geneva.  He  returned  later 
in  Elizabeth’s  reign,  when  protestant  life  was  safe  again. 

1572,  Sept.  7.  P  45  Do:  Richard  Fiske  makes  brother  Robert  Fiske  supervisor  of  his  will. 

1575,  Oct.  10.  Do:  Robert  Fiske  is  witness  to  the  will  of  his  brother  William  Fiske. 


1590,  Apl.  10.  P  39  Do:  Will  of  Robert  Fiske  mentions  eldest  son  William;  son  Eleazer  and  his  wife 
Elizabeth;  son  Thomas;  daughter,  wife  of  Robert  Barnard;  son  Jeffrey.  Sons  Jeffrey  and  Eleazer  are 
made  executors.  Two  years  before  this  instrument  was  drawn  the  Spanish  Armada  came  to  its  doom 
in  English  w'aters.  Robert  Fiske  must  have  enjoyed  to  the  full  this  triumph  of  the  Protestant  cause. 
Sybil,  his  wife,  was  not  living  at  the  time  probably. 

1600,  July  28.  Do:  Will  proved.  Death  was  at  St.  James. 
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1-  WILLIAM  b. 
2.  JEFFREY  b. 


CHILDREN 

(bom  at  Laxfield) 

1566;  m.  Anna  Anstye  (see  below) 

Residents  of  ^  a  !“8  1-  d. 

3  THOMacu  8‘  He  made  will  of  Oct.,  1628. 

'  Themed  in  I*  "*>•  -*  d. 

»dl  Jan’y'  S"  Tht/had  HIT  ^ ^  '"3 X^tTwere  »  nephews  and  „*«,  She  ^ 

5'  EHeZABETfH  b'  ;  m‘  Robcrt  Bernard 


3  cli 


5  ch 


WILLIAM  FISKE 

ALICE  - - 

b. 

d. 


b.  1566 

—  0)  Anna  Anstye 

-  (2)  Alice - 

he  d.  1623,  x  57 


‘■not'tifeAiice5-.  i ^'2"" 


field  ^  46dD°:  eVi"iam  F‘Ske  was  b°™  in  Lax- 
field.  He  is  described  by  his  grandson  as  of  Z 

Jamra  in  South  Elmham;  but  he  lived  also  at 

mlde  "An^id  UntaN°rf0lk'  WhCTe  his  "«1  "as 

made.  An  old  record  says:  "William  fysi;e  has 

Lvery  of  the  manor  and  advowson  of  HecWntham 

,.  .  - P  9°U"ty  Norfolk,  lately  belonging  to  Robert 

ce^aTntays'bu't T  ^  of  thf ru^gedTemt  of  the  °fFQucCn  E,izabeth  and 

-n,  Sully,  called  of  Kings’’ Ztnne.  '  Th^reaS  ££ 

Swmton  the  historian.  P  '  and  the  Phrase  exactly  paints  his  character  savs 

CHILDREN 


(first  six  by  first  wife;  seventh  by  second  wife) 


2-  Nt™T  d  L  w  •  m'  Wid'  "ice  (Hend^Leman  F°”  “P  *"  ^  ”  Ne"  R"^- 

,  HL^;rW~^  H3®  iasaewhhh  stayed  apparently  in  England. 

4  E^CEKr  ^  “'“‘i  -  —  only. 

4.  EUNICE  b.  ;  she  d.  unmarried 
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5.  HANNAH  b.  ;  m.  May  4,  1603,  William  Candler 

He  was  schoolmaster  at  Tofford,  Eng.  They  were  the  parents  of  the  genealogist  Rev.  Mathias  Candler  (1604- 
1663),  the  compiler  of  the  Candler  Manuscript  in  the  British  Museum,  No.  6,07 1  Harleian  Collection,  page  384. 

6.  ESTHER  (HESTER)  b.  ;  m.  John  Challie  or  Chalke 

They  were  of  Road  Hall  (Rednall). 

7.  MARY  b.  ;  m.  Anthony  Fisher  (see  below) 

LINE  OF  DESCENT 

Anthony  Fisher  b.  m.  Mary  Fiske  b. 

Anthony  Fisher  b.  1591  m.  Mary - b. 

Daniel  Fisher  b.  a  1638  m.  Hannah  Hill  b.  1641 
*  Samuel  Fisher  b.  1669  m.  Lydia  White  b.  1682 

Samuel  Fisher  b.  a  1704  m.  Hannah  Thayer  b.  1704 

William  Bassett  b.  1726  m.  Lydia  Fisher  b.  1730 

Nathan  Bassett  b.  1769  m.  Mehitable  Buell  b.  1774 

Ozias  Buell  Bassette  b.  1S07  m.  Emeline  Eno  b.  1805 

Frederick  Henry  Bassette  b.  1839  m.  Margaret  Anderson  b.  1844 


3  ch 
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ROBERT  FOOTE  b. _ 

JOANE  BROOKE  m. _ 

b-  d.  a  Feb’y,  1608 

d. 

1599,  June  18.  Vol.  51,  p  134  N  E  H  &  G  (Kidd 
65):  “My  daughter  Joane  Foote”  says  Elizabeth 
Brooke,  of  London,  her  mother,  in  her  will,  “to 
have  my  wedding-ring  of  gold”.  There  are  other 
references  to  her  in  the  will,  an  abstract  of  which 
is  here  given,  Elizabeth  Brooke  being  widow  of 
John  Brooke  who  w-as  a  London  merchant:  “To 
be  buried  in  the  chancel  of  the  parish  church  of 
St.  Leonard  nigh  East  Cheap,  where  I  am  a  pa¬ 
rishioner.  The  Company  of  Leather-sellers  to  ac¬ 
company  my  corpse  to  the  church.  The  poor  chil¬ 
dren  harbored  in  Christ’s  Hospital  to  accompany 
my  corpse  to  the  church.  My  son  Robert  Brooke. 
My  late  husband  John  Brooke  deceased.  My 
daughter  Joane  Foote  to  have  my  wedding  ring 
of  gold.  My  daughter  Susan  Bonner.  My  daugh¬ 
ter  Margaret  Foote.  My  daughter  Katherine 
Floode.  My  daughter  Sara  Storye.  My  daughter- 
in-law  Mary  Brooke.  John,  Thomas  and  Mary 
Storye,  my  daughter’s  children.  Thomas  Bet- 
honie,  my  daughter’s  son.  To  Elizabeth  Foote, 
daughter  of  my  said  daughter  Margaret  Foote, 
one  gilt  ale  pot  with  two  ears,  to  be  delivered  unto 
her  father  or  mother  for  her  use.  To  Mary  Foote, 
daughter  of  my  said  daughter  Joane  Foote,  one 
other  ale  pot  of  silver  gilt  with  two  ears,  to  be  de¬ 
livered  unto  her  father  or  mother  for  her  use. 
William  Whetman,  my  brother’s  son,  and  his  sister 
Elizabeth  Whetman.  Robert  Axon  and  his  wife 
Elizabeth  Axsonne.  Sybbyll  Flood,  daughter  of 
my  said  daughter  Katheryn  Flood,  John  North- 
cott,  Thomas  Berry,  one  of  my  daughter’s  sons. 
All  the  children  of  my  daughters  which  are  not 
mentioned.  The  poor  of  Blechengley  Surrey.  Mes¬ 
suages,  lands,  &c.,  in  London  and  in  the  County 
°f - •  My  messuage  in  Gracious  Street  com¬ 

monly  called  or  known  by  the  name  of  the  sign  of 
the  Star  and  Stirrup  to  my  son  Robert  Brooke, 


1558,  Nov.  17.  Vol.  X,  p  12  Standard  Ency 
(1912):  We  have  no  record  of  Robert  Foote’s 
birth  but  assume  it  to  be  somewhere  near  to  this 
coronation  date  of  Good  (?)  Queen  Bess.  At  any 
rate  his  life  covered  approximately  the  span  of 
her  reign  (1558-1603).  Queen  Elizabeth  did  do 
one  big  thing  in  restoring  Protestantism  to  Eng¬ 
land.  Yet  in  this  lauded  “Elizabethan  Age”  fash¬ 
ionable  society  not  only  enjoyed  the  dramas  as 
then  written  by  Shakespeare;  but  also  bear-bait¬ 
ing  at  a  favorite  “bear-garden”  was  considered 
respectable.  The  rich  spent  their  time  mostly  in 
coarse  pleasures,  and  the  poor  in  hard  toil,  at  Ad. 
(8  cents)  per  day  for  harvestmen.  Our  Robert, 
from  the  will,  was  of  yeoman  grade  who  appar¬ 
ently  received  rents  rather  than  wages. 

1599,  June  18.  Vol.  51,  p  134  N  E  H  &  G: 
Robert’s  mother-in-law  Elizabeth  Brooke  of  Lon¬ 
don  makes  the  following  provision  concerning  him 
in  her  will:  “To  son  Thomas  my  messuage  and 
lands,  fields,  pastures,  &c.,  at  Horsham  Surrey, 
he  to  pay  to  my  son-in-law  Robert  Foote,  within 
tw'o  years  after  my  decease,  twenty-six  pounds 
thirteen  shillings  four  pence  at  the  aforesaid  mes¬ 
suage  or  tenement  called  the  sign  of  the  Star  and 
Stirrup,  the  said  Robert  Foote  upon  this,  to  make 
a  general  acquittance,  release,  die.,  for  any  legacy, 
bequest,  debt,  &c.,  to  him  or  Joane  his  wife  given, 
due  or  belonging  by  or  from  the  said  John  Brooke 
my  late  husband  deceased.” 

1608,  January  27.  P  135  Do  (Dorset,  21): 
Robert  Foote  of  Shalford,  Essex,  yeoman,  makes 
will  with  abstract  as  follow's:  “To  the  poor  in  the 
parish  twenty  shillings.  To  the  poor  in  Wethers¬ 
field  twenty  shillings.  To  my  well  beloved  wife 
Joan,  during  her  natural  life,  all  such  yearly  rent 
as  to  me  is  reserved  out  of  my  lease  of  certain 
tenements  which  I  hold  for  divers  years  yet  en¬ 
during  by  the  grant  of  Sir  Robert  Chester,  Knight, 
and  lying  and  being  in  the  town  of  Royston,  the 
yearly  rent  whereof  to  me  reserved  is  at  this  pres¬ 
ent  eight  pounds.  I  give  her  also  one  annuity  of 
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with  remainder  to  my  son  Thomas  Brooke,  then 
to  my  said  daughters  Joane  Foote,  Susan  Bonner, 
Margaret  Foote,  Katheren  Floud  and  Sara  Storye. 
To  son  Thomas  my  messuage  and  lands,  fields, 
pastures,  &c.,  at  Horsham  Surrey,  he  to  pay  to 
my  son-in-law  Robert  Foote,  within  two  years  af¬ 
ter  my  decease,  twenty-six  pounds  thirteen  shil¬ 
lings  four  pence  at  the  foresaid  messuage  or  tene¬ 
ment  called  the  sign  of  the  Star  and  Stirrup,  the 
said  Robert  Foote,  upon  this,  to  make  a  general 
acquittance,  release,  &c.,  for  any  legacy,  bequest, 
debt,  &c.,  to  him  or  Joane  his  wife  given,  due  or 
belonging  by  or  from  the  said  John  Brooke  my 
late  husband  deceased.  Similar  payments,  under 
like  conditions,  to  my  son  in  law  John  Bonner,  my 
son  in  law  John  Foote,  my  son  in  law  Richard 
Flood  and  my  daughter  Sara  Storye  (so  long  as  she 
shall  live  a  widow). 

Elizabeth  Brooke” 

Witness:  John  Foote,  grocer, 
one  of  the  witnesses. 

1599,  July  28.  Do:  Will  is  proved.  A  son  of 
John  Foote,  grocer,  the  witness,  and  his  wife  Mar¬ 
garet  Foote,  was  Sir  Thomas  Foote,  Knight  and 
Baronet,  and  was  Lord  Mayor  of  London  in  1649. 
Created  baronet  Nov.  21,  1660;  died  Oct.  12,  1687, 
age  96. 

1608,  Feb’y  15.  The  will  of  Joane’s  husband, 
proved  this  date,  makes  this  provision  for  her:  “  To 
my  well  beloved  wife  Joan,  during  her  natural  life, 


four  pounds  to  be  paid  during  her  natural  life  by 
my  son  Robert.  To  my  son  James  fifty  pounds. 
To  son  Daniel  forty  pounds  at  four  and  twenty. 
The  same  each  to  sons  Nathaniel,  Francis  and 
Josua  at  like  ages.  To  daughter  Elizabeth  Foote 
forty  pounds  at  day  of  marriage  or  at  age  of  thirty. 
To  son  Joseph  my  lease  and  term  of  years  in  a 
certain  hop  ground  called  Plomley  w'hich  I  hold 

by  lease  from  Mr.  Josyas  Clarke  and - his  wife. 

Other  gifts  to  him.  Certain  household  stuff  to  wife. 

Elizabeth  Ormes  my  maid  servant.  To - Tib- 

bet,  the  wife  of  William  Tibbet,  five  shillings  in 
recompence  of  her  pains  she  hath  taken  with  me. 
To  Mr.  Richard  Rogers  preacher  of  God  his  Word 
twenty  shillings.  The  wife  of  George  Elsing.  Thomas 
Catt.  To  my  son  Robert  my  free  tenement  or 
mansion  house  wherein  I  now'  inhabit,  with  the 
land,  &c.,  and  the  stock  of  hop  poles  upon  the  hop 
ground,  he  to  pay  the  legacies,  &c.  The  residue 
of  my  goods,  &c.,  to  all  my  children.  If  it  happen 
my  daughter  Mary  Hewes  to  be  departed  then  her 
part  to  be  paid  to  her  children.  For  the  execution 
of  this  will  I  do  ordain,  nominate  and  appoint  my 
wrell  beloved  son  Robert  Foote  to  be  my  sole  execu¬ 
tor  and  I  do  desire  my  well  beloved  brother  John 
Foote  of  London  grocer  and  my  son  in  law  John 
Hewes  of  Royston  to  be  supervisors  and  assistants 
to  my  executors.” 


1608,  Feb’y  15.  Do:  Will  proved. 


all  such  yearly  rent  as  to  me  is  reserved  out  of  my  lease  of  certain  tenements  which  I  hold  for  divers  years 
yet  enduring  by  the  grant  of  Sir  Robert  Chester,  Knight,  and  lying  and  being  in  the  town  of  Royston, 
the  yearly  rent  whereof  to  me  reserved  is  at  this  present  eight  pounds.  I  give  her  also  one  annuity  of 
four  pounds  to  be  paid  during  her  natural  life  by  my  son  Robert.” 


CHILDREN 

(in  order  as  named  in  father's  will;  all  born  probably  at  Shalford,  Eng.) 

1.  ROBERT  b. 

He  was  executor  of  father’s  will  and  received  the  homestead;  residue  to  go  to  all  the  children. 

2.  JAMES  b. 

From  father’s  will  he  received  £50. 

3.  DANIEL  b. 

He  received  £40  at  four  and  twenty. 

4.  NATHANIEL  b.  1593;  m.  a  1615,  Elizabeth  Deming  (see  below) 

Received  £40  at  four  and  twenty. 

5.  FRANCIS  b. 

Was  left  £40  at  four  and  twenty. 

6.  JOSHUA  b. - ;  he  d.  1655 

Was  left  £40  at  four  and  twenty.  He  was  a  citizen  and  ironmonger  of  London.  Later  came  to  Roxbury, 
Mass.,  then  Providence. 
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7.  ELIZABETH  b. 

Was  left  £40  at  day  of  marriage  or  age  30. 

8.  JOSEPH  b. 

He  received  a  hop  ground  lease  and  other  things.  Was  supervisor  of  bro-in-Iaw,  John  Hewes'  will  in  1621. 

9.  MARY  b. - ;  m.  John  Hewes;  she  d - ;  he  d.  a  Aug.,  1621  9  ch 

He  was  chandler  of  Royston,  Herts  Co.,  Eng.  Their  son  Joshua  Hewes  of  Roxbury,  Mass.,  is  proved  by 
will  to  be  nephew  of  Joshua  Foote,  son  of  Robert  Foote  of  Shalford. 


NATHANIEL  FOOTE 

ELIZABETH  DEMING 
b.  a  1595 

d.  July  28,  1683  x  88 


b.  1593 

m.  a  1615 
d.  a  Nov.,  1644 
a?  51 


1595.  P  17  Foote  Gen  (1907):  The  author  esti¬ 
mates  this  to  be  the  approximate  date  of  Eliza¬ 
beth  Deming’s  birth,  and  it  cannot  be  far  from 
right  since  the  ages  of  her  children  as  given  in  the 
probate  records  fix  fairly  well  the  ages  of  the  par¬ 
ents.  She  was  born  probably  in  or  near  to  Shal¬ 
ford,  Essex  County,  England,  where  her  husband’s 
folks  were  well  established.  When  about  twenty 
years  old  she  married  Nathaniel  Foote.  Six  chil¬ 
dren  were  born  to  them  during  the  next  sixteen 
years.  Then  came  the  inspiration  to  seek  greater 
liberty  in  the  New  World.  Here  they  enjoyed  life 
together  for  at  least  seven  years  and  one  more 
child  was  added  to  the  circle;  but  the  hand  of 
death  claimed  her  husband  before  he  had  reached 
the  prime  of  life.  He  had  died  quite  suddenly  in¬ 
testate  and  the  Court  at  once  recognized  her  worth 
and  reliability  and  appointed  the  “Wyddow”  ad¬ 
ministratrix  of  his  estate.  She  was  sister  of  our 
John  Deming  who  was  later  named  in  the  King 
Charles  Charter.  He  witnessed  her  will.  Her  share 
of  her  husband’s  estate  is  given  in  the  Court  record 
below. 

1644,  Nov.  20.  Vol.  I,  p  461  G  C:  Distribution 
following  the  probate  of  her  husband’s  estate. 
“Land  divided  to  the  Wydowe  Foote: 


4  ac.  home  lott  where  her  howse  is 

.  £20.00  00 

The  howseing . 

.  50.00.00 

2  ac.  unsubdued . 

4.00.00 

7  ac.  plaine  broke . 

.  28.00.00 

3H  plaine  med: . 

.  20.00.00 

14  ac.  meadow . 

.  70.00.00 

3  ac.  plaine  not  broake  up 

5.00.00 

30  ac.  upland  in  Westfield 

.  15.00.00 

Som  : 

£212.00.00 

1644,  Dec.  11.  P  131  Do:  “Robert  Bedle  is  ad¬ 
judged  to  restore  double  for  the  severall  thefts  ac- 


1593.  Vol.  II,  p  327  Stiles:  This  is,  we  believe, 
an  estimated  birthday  date  for  Nathaniel  Foote. 
No  doubt  the  birth  was  at  Shalford,  Essex,  Eng¬ 
land,  where  his  father  died  and  remembered  the 
poor  of  the  parish. 

1608,  Jan’y  27.  Vol.  51,  p  135  N  E  H  &  G:  At 
age  16,  Nathaniel  is  remembered  in  his  father’s 
will  with  bequest  of  £40  when  reaching  the  age 
of  24. 

1615.  Vol.  II,  p  327  Stiles:  This  is  approximate¬ 
ly  the  date  of  his  marriage  in  England.  This  too 
was  probably  in  Shalford,  Colchester,  Essex  Coun¬ 
ty.  These  were  the  times  of  Shakespeare.  Now' 
at  fifty  one,  the  total  age  which  our  Nathaniel  at¬ 
tained,  Shakespeare  was  approaching  the  culmi¬ 
nation  of  his  career. 

1617.  Now  24,  and  within  about  two  years  after 
marriage,  Nathaniel  was  doubtless  rejoiced  to  re¬ 
ceive  the  £40  now  due  from  the  estate  of  his 
father. 

1634,  Aug.  23.  Vol.  I,  p  169  L  R,  Watertown, 
Mass:  These  land  records  are  not  dated  but  most 
of  these  earliest  ones  approximate  this  earliest 
date  to  be  found  in  the  Watertowm  records.  This 
town  is  on  the  Charles  river  eight  miles  west  of 
Boston.  These  two  pieces  of  land  are  here  cred¬ 
ited  to  Nathaneel  Foot: 

“1.  An  homestall  of  sixteen  Acres  by  estima¬ 
tion,  bounded  ye  north  and  northV/est  with  ye 
highway,  die  south  and  Southwest  with  Jeremiah 
Norcross  granted  to  him. 

“2.  Two  acres  of  marsh  by  estimation  bounded 
ye  south  with  ye  River,  the  north  with  Henry  Cut- 
tris,  the  east  with  John  Firman,  and  the  west  with 
John  Smith,  granted  to  him.” 

At  this  time  Nathaniel  is  about  41  years  of  age. 
He  had  brought  with  him  from  England  his  wife 
and  probably  5  or  6  children. 

1634,  Sept.  3.  Vol.  I,  p  113  M  B  C:  Nathaniel 
ffoote  is  made  freeman  of  Massachusetts  Bay  Col- 
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knowledged  by  him  and  to  be  severly  whipped  and 
branded  in  the  hand  uppo  Wensday  next.” 

Bedle  stole  fro  Mr.  Blakeman,  of  gunpowder,  ij 
pownd ;  fr<3  Wydowe  Foote  of  Rye,  iiij  bush;  fro 
Tho:  Welles,  2  sacks,  &c.,  &c”  (6  items  in  all). 

1646.  This  is  about  the  time  when  Wyddow 
Foote  receives  the  invitation  of  our  coming  Gov¬ 
ernor  1  homas  Welles,  who  had  been  a  widower 
for  six  years,  to  be  his  second  wife.  She  accepts, 
with  four  or  five  children  still  at  home.  She  is 
blessed  with  splendid  health  for,  after  a  life  of 
fourteen  years  with  the  Governor,  she  outlives 
him  by  twenty  three  years. 

1659,  Nov.  7.  Vol.  I,  p  135  G  C:  In  will,  her 
husband,  Thomas  Welles,  says,  “my  will  is  that 
my  wife  should  enjoy  the  on  halfe  of  my  housing 
&  orchard  &  twelve  pounds  per  annum  out  of  my 
estate;”  he  returns  also  the  ‘‘land  wch  I  head  of 
hers  ;  also  ‘‘that  howsehold  stuffe  wch  remaynes 
that  was  formerly  hers”;  also  ‘‘the  bay  mare  and 
two  kine’  ;  also  ‘‘shee  may  injoy  &  Improve  my 
whole  estate  if  my  overseers  Findye  yt  meet  -  so 
long  as  my  wife  remaynes  a  widdow.” 

1669/70,  Mch.  9.  Vol.  XXI,  p  195  C  FI  S: 
‘‘Mrs.  Wells  widow”  has  two  persons  and  ten 
bushels  of  “wheat  &  indian”  in  her  house,  accord¬ 
ing  to  town  inventory. 

1676,  Sept.  7.  Vol.  Ill,  p  153  C  C:  Mrs.  Welles 
petitions  the  Court  for  relief  from  her  grandson 
Robert  Welles’  neglect  and  the  Court  orders  him 
to  pay  her  £12  per  year  and  keep  her  house  in  re¬ 
pair,  &c.,  according  to  the  will  of  her  husband 
(see  more  fully  under  Welles). 

1678,  Mch.  28.  Vol.  IV,  p  158  C  C:  “I  Eliza¬ 
beth  Welles  of  Wethersfield,  widdow,  being  strick¬ 
en  in  yeares  &  in  expectation  of  my  solemn  chang 
but  of  Good  &  perfect  memory  blessed  be  Al¬ 
mighty  God  for  the  setleing  of  that  Tcmporall  es¬ 
tate  God  hath  lent  me,  &  that  peace  may  be  con¬ 
tinued  amongst  my  relations  when  I  am  gathered 
to  my  fathers,  I  make  this  my  Last  Will  &  Testa¬ 
ment.  My  estate  I  dispose  of  as  followeth:  I  will 
that  all  those  debts  I  ow  in  right  or  conscience  to 
any  man  or  men  be  well  &  Truly  contented  & 
payd  out  of  my  Estate  in  the  first  place. 

“My  fowerteen  acres  of  Land  in  the  great  mead¬ 
ow  &  Thirty  acres  in  the  West  field  I  give  unto 
my  son  Robert  foote  &  to  his  heirs  forever,  pro- 


ony.  Election  day  sermons  preached  to  the  law 
makers  began  this  year  in  Massachusetts,  the 
first  one  being  preached  by  Rev.  John  Cotton  of 
Boston  -  powerful  defender  of  the  civil  authority 
in  his  famous  controversy  with  Rogers  Williams. 
These  election  sermons  remained  popular  in  Amer¬ 
ica  for  over  one  hundred  and  fifty  years. 

1634,  Fall.  Vol.  I,  p  26  Stiles:  The  author  gives 
a  list  of  ten  first  adventurers  who  came  from  Wa¬ 
tertown,  Massachusetts,  in  1634  to  brave  the  wil¬ 
derness  on  the  Connecticut  River.  He  classes 
Nathaniel  Foote  among  these  ten  in  these  words: 
“Nathaniel  Foote,  the  largest  holder  of  Adven¬ 
turer’s  land,  has  usually  been  set  down  as  a  first 
settler;  and  by  some  as  the  first  settler  of  all,  a 
claim  which,  however,  can  hardly  be  sustained  as 
regards  any  one.  There  is  no  probability  that 
Wethersfield  was  ever  inhabited  by  a  solitary 
white  settler.  Mr.  Foote,  with  his  sons  Robert 
and  Nathaniel,  were  of  the  pioneer  Company. 
They  lived  in  one  house  on  the  east  side  of  Broad 
street,  at  its  lower  end;  and  like  most  of  the  other 
proprietors,  their  richest  landed  possessions  lay 
right  in  the  rear  of  their  respective  dwellings. 
The  elder  Foote  died  in  1644,  aged  about  51  years, 
and  was  interred  in  the  ancient  burying  ground 
in  the  rear  of  the  meeting  house.  Of  him  and 
some  of  his  descendants  we  shall  have  more  to 
say  hereafter.” 

One  writer  says,  “this  most  reputable  Con¬ 
necticut  family  owing  to  unconquerable  migrating 
tendency,  had  disappeared  from  Wethersfield  rec¬ 
ords  by  the  third  generation.  The  family  of  Foote 
and  connections,  especially  the  first  generation, 
suffered  heavily  in  death,  captivity  and  privation 
at  the  hands  of  the  Indians.” 

1637,  June  26.  Vol.  I,  p  5  G  C:  "At  Harteford 
Genrall  Corte”.  When  the  Pequot  War  was  de¬ 
termined  upon  Nathaniel  Foote’s  name  was  men¬ 
tioned  in  the  public  order  as  one  from  whom  sup¬ 
plies  were  to  be  purchased  for  the  commissary 
service.  Here  is  the  paragraph:  “It  is  ordered  yc 
there  shalbe  1  hogg  prvided  att  Wythersfeild  for 
the  designe  in  hande,  wch  is  conceived  to  be  Na- 
thaniell  Footes,  20  lb  of  Butter,  half  C  of  Cheese. 
Harteford  20  lb  of  Butter,  half  hundred  of  Cheese. 
Windsor  1  Ram  goate,  20  lb.  of  Butter,  half  C 
of  Cheese;  1  gallon  of  stronge  Water.  Harteford 
1  C  of  beefe  from  Mr.  Whittinge.  Windsor  3 
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hibiting  him  the  sale  of  the  same,  he  paying  for 
these  Lands  forty  five  pounds,  to  be  payd  to  the 
Children  of  my  Daughters  Sarah  Judson  dec’d 
£9  and  to  my  four  daughters  viz,  my  daughter 
Churchill,  my  daughter  Goodrich,  my  daughter 
Barnard  &  my  Daughter  Smith,  to  each  of  them, 
Nine  pounds  a  piece. 

“I  give  unto  my  son  Nathaniel  Foote,  eldest 
son,  and  his  brother  eleven  pounds;  &  to  their 
children:  To  Daniel  forty  shillings  &  To  Elizabeth 
fower  pounds,  which  Legacies  both  the  eleven 
pownds  forty  shillings  &  fower  pounds,  shall  be 
payd  out  of  The  money  Nathaniel  Graves  bwes 
Me  By  Bill. 

“I  give  and  bequeath  unto  my  grandson  John 
Studder  halfe  my  Great  Lott  which  Lies  at  the 
further  Bownds  of  the  Towne  &  the  other  halfe 
of  the  sayd  Lott  I  give  unto  my  grandsons  Joseph 
&  Benjamin  Churchill  &  their  heirs  forever. 

“The  remainder  of  my  Estate  (when  a  Legacie 
is  paid  to  my  overseers  out  of  it)  shall  be  divided 
into  five  parts;  one  part  1  give  to  my  daughter  Jud 
son’s  children,  to  be  to  them  &  their  heirs  forever; 
&  to  my  daughter  Churchill  &  her  children  one- 
fifth  part  &  to  my  daughter  Goodrich  &  her  chil¬ 
dren  one-fifth  part  &  to  my  daughter  Barnard  and 
her  children  one-fifth  part  &  to  my  daughter  Smith 
&  her  Children  one-fifth  part.  It  is  my  will  that 
what  I  give  my  fouer  daughters  shall  be  wholly  at 
their  dispose,  to  dispose  among  their  children  as 
they  see  good. 

“  I  do  nominate  &  appoynt  my  wel  beloved  Capt. 
John  Allin  to  be  Executor;  &  my  beloved  Brother 
Mr.  John  Deming  sen’r  &  my  Grand  Sonn  Henry 
Buck  to  be  the  desired  overseers  of  this  my  will; 
&  as  a  token  of  my  respect  to  them  I  give  them 
thirty  shillings  apiece  out  of  my  Estate;  &  for  the 
confirmation  of  the  premises  I  have  hereunto  set 
my  hand  this  28  day  of  March,  1678. 

“Memorandum:  It  is  my  will  that  the  nine 
pownds  apiece  I  give  my  foure  daughters’  heirs, 
&  the  fifth  part  of  my  Estate  I  give  them,  shall  be 
divided  among  the  children  of  each  of  them,  the 
one  halfe  of  it  imediately  after  my  decease. 

Elizabeth  X  Wells 

“This  signed  &  declared  by  Mrs.  Elizabeth 
Welles  in  presence  of  us:  Joseph  Rowlandson 

John  Deming” 

1682,  Aug.  16.  P  159  Do:  “Memorandum:  I 


bushells  of  mault,  2  from  Wythersfeild,  Mr.  Wells 
2.”  Stiles  says  in  connection  with  this  order, 
“It  is  probable  that  Mr.  Nathaniel  Foote,  the 
Settler,  was  either  a  very  successful  raiser  of 
swine  or  had  procured  a  superior  breed.  It  is 
notable  that  in  his  inventory  his  hoggs  were  val¬ 
ued  at  £66  (number  not  stated)  -  double  the  value 
of  his  horses.” 

1640/1,  Feb’y  25.  Vol.  I,  p  233  L  R:  Here  are  re¬ 
corded  the  “Lands  of  Nat:  Foote  lying  in  Wethers¬ 
field:  One  piece  wherein  his  house  standeth  con. 
by  estimation  10  ac.  The  end  abuts  against  the 
highway  ”  N  W,  &c;  “one  piece  lyes  in  Great  West 
Field”  81  ac;  one  piece  of  3  acres  on  Bell  Lane; 
one  piece  on  East  side  the  River  32  rods  wide.  3 
miles  long;  14  acres  in  Great  Meadow;  6  acres  in 
Great  meadow,  7  ac  of  meadow  in  the  plain;  20 
acres  in  the  Great  Plain  called  adventurers  land. 
The  home  lot  above  was  at  the  south  end  of  Broad 
street,  east  side.  He  gradually  added  to  the  above 
holdings  until  they  exceeded  400  acres. 

1641,  Sept.  9.  Vol.  I,  p  80  G  C:  Nath:  Foote 
was  present  at  a  General  Court  session  as  a  deputy 
representing  Wethersfield.  He  was  at  another  ses¬ 
sion  on  November  9,  1641  and  again  on  January 
5,  1641/2.  In  April,  1644,  only  six  months  before 
his  death,  he  was  a  deputy  for  Wethersfield  and 
died  in  office. 

1643,  June  1.  P  104  Do:  “At  a  P’rticuler  Court, 
Nath:  ffoote”  was  on  the  jury,  and  on  Sept.  14, 
same  year,  on  the  grand  jury.  Again  in  Sept.,  1644, 
only  about  a  month  before  death  he  heads  the  jury. 
This  would  indicate  that  he  was  stricken  with 
comparatively  sudden  death.  It  is  not  of  record. 

1644,  October.  Vol.  II,  p  327  Stiles:  At  fifty 
one  years  of  age,  Nathaniel  Foote’s  earthly  life 
comes  to  an  end;  before  even  he  had  time  to  make 
a  will. 

Bunyan  said,  “Let  dissolution  come  when  it 
will,  it  can  do  the  Christian  no  harm,  for  it  will  be 
but  a  passage  out  of  a  prison  into  a  palace;  out 
of  a  sea  of  trouble  into  a  haven  of  rest;  out  of  a 
crowd  of  enemies  to  an  innumerable  company  of 
true,  loving,  and  faithful  friends;  out  of  shame, 
reproach,  and  contempt,  into  exceeding  great  and 
eternal  glory.”  The  inventory  of  the  estate  was 
made  up  in  several  sections  without  grand  total. 
Aggregated  they  make  £815-44-10,  a  very  large 
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give  to  my  grand  son  Nathll  ffoott,  the  Eldest  son 
of  my  sonn  Nathll,  the  one  halfe  of  my  fourteen 
acres  of  meadow  &  one  halfe  of  my  thirty  acres  of 
upland  lying  in  the  West  field,  with  liberty  of  take- 
ing  the  first  choice,  he  paying  one  halfe  of  the  Leg- 
acys  wch  were  to  be  paid  my  sonn  Robert  had  he 
lived  to  possess  ye  sd  Land.  My  will  is  that  that 
part  of  ye  eleven  pounds  wch  belonged  to  him  by 
will,  shall  be  equally  distributed  between  my  four 
daughters  above  mentioned.  And  for  the  confir¬ 
mation  of  the  prmises  I  have  hereunto  set  my 
hand  this  16th  day  of  August,  1682.  Memoran¬ 
dum:  All  rents  of  Land  due  to  me  I  will  to  be 
divided  equally  amongst  my  fower  formentioned 
Daughters  and  their  heirs. 

Elizabeth  X  Wells” 
Witnessed  by  us:  Samuel  Talcott 
John  Deming 

1683,  July  28.  Vol.  II,  p  327  Stiles:  Elizabeth 
Deming  Foote  Welles  lived  to  the  age  of  S8  and 
died  at  her  home  in  Wethersfield. 


1683,  Sept.  3.  Vol.  IV,  p  159  C  C  :  “An  In¬ 
ventory  of  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Wells  her  estate: 


By  her  grogorum  Gowne  30s  black 

£01-10-00 

by  her  red  braucht  sattiniscoe  petticoat 

01-00-00 

by  her  gray  searge  petticoat 

00-16-00 

by  her  black  cloath  Gown  . 

01-00-00 

by  her  red  scarlett  wescoat 

00-15-00 

by  her  red  Bayse  petticoat 

00-10-00 

by  her  blackish  paragon  suit 

by  her  black  prest  searg  petticoat  &  wascoat 

00-15-00 

newly  made  ..... 

01-16-00 

by  her  searg  under  coat  blackish 

00-08-00 

by  her  greenish  gown  8s,  her  searg  Hood  10s 

00-18-00 

eight  other  lines  of  gowns  &  wardrobe 

09-03-06 

It  15  payre  of  Lining  Sheets  at  25s 

18-15-00 

It  2  swine  18s,  &  1  cow  3£ 

03-18-00 

It  what  is  due  from  George  Graves  per  Bill 

17-00-00 

It  what  is  due  from  Goody  Graves  for  rent 

01-00-10 

It  14  acres  of  Meadow  Land  at  9£ 

126-00-00 

It  30  acres  of  Upland,  Westfield,  at  30s 

45-00-00 

It  one  50  acre  lott  in  the  equall  division 

10-00-00 

46  more  lines  of  personal  items,  etc.  . 

88-07-02 

Taken  by  us:  Samuel  Tallcott 

James  Treat,  Sam’l  Butler 

£328-12-06’ 

“Distribution  (1683): 

To  Samll  Foote 

£5-10-00 

To  Elizabeth  ffoote  ... 

4-00-00 

To  Left.  Smith  ... 

1-07-06 

To  ffrancis  Barnard  ... 

1-07-06 

To  Josiah  Churchill  ..... 

1-07-06 

estate  for  this  early  day  in  the  Connecticut  Colony. 
In  the  distribution  the  aggregate  seems  to  be  but 
£804-00-00. 

1644,  Nov.  20.  Vol.  I,  p  100  G  C:  “An  Inven¬ 
tory  of  the  goods  and  Lands  of  Nathaniel  Foote 
of  Wethersfield  deceased,  being  truly  taken  and  In¬ 
differently  prized  by  Richard  Tratte,  Samuel  Smith 
and  Nath:  Dickinson: 


Imprs  His  purse  and  apparrell 

£  7-16-00 

It.  In  neat  Cattell  and  in  Hay  . 

93-OC-OO 

It.  in  horsse  fleshe  .... 

34-OO-OG 

It.  in  hoggs  .... 

66-00-00 

It.  in  debts  .... 

29-03-04 

It.  in  Englishe  Corne 

70-00-00 

It.  in  goats  ..... 

3-15-00 

It.  in  Carts,  ploughs,  etc  . 

6-00-00 

It.  in  nayles  .... 

1-10-00 

It.  in  Indian  Come  . 

8-00-00 

It.  in  old  Wheat  and  pease 

6-06-00 

It.  for  certain  things  in  the  chamber  . 

2-00-00 

It.  for  ammunition  . 

5-00  00 

It.  for  fouer  beds  with  the  furniture 

13-06-08 

It.  in  fyne  lynen  .... 

5-10-00 

It.  2  table  boards,  2  chests,  1  Trunke,  with  oth 

cr 

Implts  ..... 

5-00-00 

It.  pewter  &  brasse  and  other  useful  vessells 

12-00-00 

It.  in  husbandry  tooles  .... 

It.  in  beife,  butter,  and  cheese  and  other  nec- 

3-00-00 

essary  prvision  for  the  howse 

8-10-00 

It.  in  poultry  ...... 

1-00-00 

So  mm: 

£380-17-00’ 

“The  debts  of  Nath:  Foote  of  Wethersfield 
wcb  he  did  owe  at  his  decease:  Imprs.  for  goats  21. 
It:  another  debt  31.  10s.  It:  12s.  It:  1/.  3s.  Ad. 
It:  12s.  6 d.  It:  1/.  10s;  total  £9-7-10. 

“THE  LAND: 

Ten  acres  of  home  lotts  wth  dwelling  howse 
and  2  barnes  wth  other  buildings  thereuppon;  4 
acres  of  home  lotts;  6  acres  of  meadow  with  an  acre 
of  swampe;  20  acres  of  plaine  fenced  in  being  14 
ac.  broke  up;  7  acres  of  plaine  meadow  plowed 
up;  20  acres  in  the  great  meadow  of  hay  ground; 
4  acres  in  bever  meadow;  27  acres  of  Swampe 
Ground;  81  acres  of  Upland  in  the  Weste  field;  32 
Rod  broad,  beyond  the  River,  being  3  Miles  in 
length.” 

“3  sowes,  6  young  shoats  prysed  17/.  One  young 
mare  prysed  at  5/.  A  Company  of  nayles  with 
other  smale  things,  1/.  10s. 

“The  age  of  the  5  children  Dwelling  with  their 
mother:  Nathaniel  Foote  about  24  years;  Robert 
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To  Left  Tracy  . 
To  Danll  ffoott 


£1-07-06 

2-00-00 


£17-00-00” 

This  little  distribution  is  written  on  the  back  of 
her  inventory.  Other  distributions  do  not  seem  to 
be  of  record. 


Foote  about  17  years;  Frances  Foote  about  15 
years;  Sarah  Foote  about  12  years;  Rebeckah 
Foote  about  10  years. 

“The  Wyddow  of  said  Nathaniel  Foote,  Adms., 
her  portion  £212-00-00. 

“The  wyddowe  of  the  said  Nath:  Foote  is  ad- 
mitted  to  administer  the  Estate,  and  the  eldest 
sonne  is  to  have  the  lands  before  mentioned  as  they  are  valued  at  126/.  10s.  wch  is  to  be  made  uppe  148/. 
&  the  youngest  sonne  the  pticuler  landes  above  mentioned  for  him  at  65/.  wch  is  to  be  made  uppe  74/.  and 
the  daughters  disposed  in  marriedge  are  to  have  the  30/.  apeece  wch  they  have  receaved  made  uppe  74/. 
and  the  other  Children  are  to  have  74/.  a  peece  prvided  it  is  lefte  at  the  dispose  of  their  mother  to  dctracte 
from  any  of  them  if  shee  see  just  cause  51.  of  the  portion  here  sett  downe,  and  to  adde  yt  to  such  of  the 
other  as  best  desearve  yt.” 


1644,  Dec.  12.  P  1 15  Do:  The  tender  regard  for  the  widow  in  her  sorrow  is  shown  in  the  Court  order 
which  follows  wherein  two  ex-Governors,  two  of  the  strongest  men  in  the  Colony,  are  deputed  to  be  of 
the  best  help  possible  to  the  widow  who  was  the  executrix:  “Mr.  Heynes  and  Mr.  Willis  are  desired  to 
consider  the  estate  of  Nath:  ffoote,  deceased,  and  to  take  in  what  help  they  please  from  any  of  the  neigh¬ 
bors  to  advise  how  yt  may  be  Disposed  of,  and  to  report  there  apprehensions  to  the  next  Court.” 


1834-5.  P  590  Conn.  Reg  &  Manual  (1909):  Gov.  Samuel  Augustus  Foote  of  Connecticut,  resident  of 
Cheshire,  is  a  descendant.  The  famous  Beechers  also  descended  from  this  family. 


1908,  Sept.  17.  P  16  Foote  Gen  (1907):  The  Foote  Family  Association  of  America  erect  on  the  original 
home  lot  of  Nathaniel  Foote  in  Wethersfield  a  memorial  dedicating  it  with  appropriate  addresses.  It 
stands  in  granite  at  the  lower  end  of  Broad  street  and  reads  as  follows:  “Nathaniel  Foote  ;  The  Settler  | 
Born  in  England  1593  |  Died  in  Wethersfield  1644  |  Erected  By  The  |  Foote  Family  Association  | 
of  America  |  on  the  Original  Home  Lot  |  September  17,  1908.” 


CHILDREN 

(first  six  born  in  England,  probably  at  Shalford,  Essex  Co;  last  born  probably  at  Watertown,  Massachusetts) 

1.  ELIZABETH  b.  a  1616;  m.  1638,  Josiah  Churchill;  she  d.  Sept.  8,  1700,  ae  84  he  d.  Jan’y,  1686/7  8  ch 

They  were  of  Wethersfield,  where  he  was  constable  1657  &  1670;  and  surveyor  1666  &  1673;  his  inv’y, 
£618-12-06. 

2.  NATHANIEL  b.  a  1620;  m.  1646,  Elizabeth  Smith;  he  d.  June,  1655,  ae  35  she  d.  after  1701  4  ch 

They  lived  in  Wethersfield;  later  in  Hadley,  Mass.  His  inv’y,  £244-18-00.  She  m  (2)  William  Gull  who  d. 

1701. 

3.  MARY  b.  a  1623;  m  (1)  a  1642,  Sergt.  John  Stoddard  (see  below) 

4.  LT.  ROBERT  b.  a  1627;  m.  1659,  Sarah  Potter,  he  d.  1681,  ae  a  54  she  d.  8  ch 

They  lived  in  Wallingford  and  Branford,  Ct.  She  m  (2)  16S6,  Aaron  Blatchley  of  Branford,  and  later  re¬ 
moved  to  Guilford. 

5.  FRANCES  b.  a  1629;  m  (1)  1648,  Segt.  John  Dickinson;  she  d.  aft.  husband  he  d.  May  19,  1676,  ae  46  10  ch 

She  married  (2)  a  Aug.  21,  1677,  Francis  Barnard  who  had  m  (1)  Aug.  15,  1644,  Hannah  (Merrill?)  Barnard 
died  Feb’y  3,  1698,  ae  81.  The  Dickinsons  were  first  of  Wethersfield,  later  of  Hadley,  Mass.  Their  daughter 
Hannah  m  (1)  1668,  Samuel  Gillett;  m  (2)  1677,  Stephen  Jennings  of  Hatfield.  In  1677  she  was  captured  by 
Indians  and  taken  to  Canada  but  returned  in  1678.  Hence  a  daughter  bom  soon  after  her  return  was  very 
appropriately  named  “Captivity”. 

6.  SARAH  b.  a  1632;  m.  1652,  Jeremiah  Judson;  she  d.  1673,  ae  41  he  d.  May  15,  1701,  ae  79  7  ch 

He  m  (2)  Nov.  8,  1675,  Widow  Catherine  Cragg  Fairchild.  His  father  William  Judson  of  Stratford  was  an¬ 
cestor  of  Rev.  Adoniram  Judson  the  famous  missionary  to  Burmah  (in  Burmah  1812-1850). 
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7.  REBECCA  b.  a  1634;  m  (1)  a  1657,  Lt.  Philip  Smith;  she  d.  Apl.  6,  1701,  ae  67  he  d.  Jan’y  19,  16S4/5,  se  52 
They  were  of  Wethersfield  and  Hadley;  he  was  deacon,  lieut.,  deputy  and  selectman.  He  died  “  murdered  with 
an  hideous  witchcraft.”  She  m  (2)  Oct.  2,  16S8,  Major  Aaron  Cooke  of  Windsor  and  Northampton.  He  was 
24  years  older  than  her,  and  she  was  his  fourth  wife.  He  d.  Sept.  5,  1690,  a:  80. 


LINE  OF  DESCENT 

John  Stoddard  b.  a  1620  m.  Mary  Foote  b.  a  1623 

Dea.  Joseph  Wright  b.  1639  m.  Mary  Stoddard  b.  1644 

Jacob  Griswold  b.  1660  m.  Mary  Wright  b.  1665 

Jacob  Griswold  b.  1690  m.  Comfort  Buck  b.  1692 

Capt.  Solomon  Buell  b.  1715  m.  Eunice  Griswold  b.  1721 

Ira  Buell  b.  1745  m.  Prudence  Deming  b.  1741 

Nathan  Bassett  b.  1769  m.  Mehitable  Buell  b.  1774 

Ozias  Buell  Bassette  b.  1807  m.  Emeline  Eno  b.  1805 

Frederick  Henry  Bassette  b.  1839  m.  Margaret  Anderson  b.  1844 


8  ch 
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JOHN  FULLER  b. -  1482.  Vol.  55,  p4 10 NEH&G:  There  were  liv- 

_  m. -  ing  in  Redenhall,  in  14S2  and  14S8,  John  and 

b. -  William  Fuller,  both  freeholders,  as  they  were 

d.  before  husband  bur.  May  3,  1559  then  serv  ing  on  a  jury.  In  1508  William  Fuller 

-  and  John  Fuller  Jun’r  were  named  as  grantees  in 

a  deed  of  land  in  Redenhall.  This  land  was  bounded  on  one  side  by  ‘‘Free  land  of  John  Fuller.”  A  copy 
of  this  deed  may  be  seen  in  Egerton  Mss.,  2713,  fol.  7,  British  Museum,  London.  One  of  these  John 
Fullers,  probably  the  John  Fuller  Jun’r,  is  with  little  doubt  the  John  Fuller  of  this  sketch.  To  have  owned 
land  and  tenements  both  bound  and  free  in  two  or  more  places,  as  shown  by  his  will,  indicates  a  farmer  of 
some  standing.  Redenhall  parish  with  Harleston  lies  nearly  in  the  centre  of  the  hundred  of  Earsham,  Co. 
Norfolk,  England.  It  is  in  the  form  of  an  oblong  running  north  and  south  with  a  length  of  a  little  less  than 
four  miles,  and  a  mean  breadth  of  about  a  mile  and  a  quarter.  The  Renaissance  was  on  during  his  lifetime. 
The  wholesale  burning  of  witches  was  inaugurated  too,  by  the  burning  of  500  at  Geneva  (1515).  Luther 
nailed  his  95  theses  against  indulgences  to  the  church  door  inaugurating  the  great  reformation  (.Oct.  31, 
1517).  Tynsdale  was  burned  as  a  martyr  for  translating  the  scriptures  into  the  language  of  the  common 
people  (Oct.  6,  1536).  Copernicus  published  his  revolutionary  astronomy  (1543).  “Good”  Queen  Bess 
was  crowned  about  one  year  before  John  Fuller’s  death. 

1558/9,  Feb’y  4.  P  415  Do:  This  abstract  of  will  is  taken  from  the  original  in  Register  Colman,  fol.  325, 
at  Episcopal  Consistorial  Court  of  Norwich,  England:  John  Fuller  the  Elder,  gives  to  son  John  Fuller  all 
land  and  tenements  ‘‘both  bound  and  free  in  Redenhall  and  Wortwell,  or  elleswyer,  he  paying  to  my  son 
Robert  Fuller  ten  pounds.”  To  ‘‘Ales,  my  daughter,”  six  pounds  8s,  4 d.  Small  bequest  to  Stephen  and 
Frances  Sadd,  when  21.  Son  John  to  be  executor.  Witnesses:  Thomas  Ward;  John  Barne;  Thomas  Fuller; 
William  Norton. 

1559,  May  3.  P  413  Do:  John  Fuller  the  Elder’s  burial  is  recorded  in  the  parish  records  at  Redenhall 
where  he  had  spent  his  life. 

1559,  May  12.  P  415  Do:  Will  is  proved. 


CHILDREN 

(as  per  will) 


1.  JOHN  b. - ;  m.  Anne - ;  he  bur.  May  15,  1599 

She  m  (2)  Dec.  30,  1599  Gyles  Chalker,  widower. 

2.  ALES  b. - 

3.  ROBERT  b. - ;  m.  Frances - (see  below) 


ROBERT  FULLER  b. - 

FRANCES -  m. - 

b.  -  bur.  May  23,  1614 

bur.  Mch.  28,  1632 

1614,  May  23.  On  the  death  of  her  husband  she 
was  made  co^executor  of  his  estate  with  son 


1558/9,  Feb’y  4.  P  415  Do:  In  his  will  John 
Fuller  the  Elder  directs  his  son  John,  executor,  to 
pay  ‘‘to  my  son  Robert  Fuller  ten  pounds.”  This 
was  a  fair  bequest  for  those  times  for  a  young  man. 
As  shown  by  his  will  Robert  Fuller  was  a  yeoman 
of  Redenhall,  Norfolk  County,  England,  like  his 
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Thomas.  To  wife  Frances  he  gives  a  tenement 
called  assyes  in  Harleston  or  Rcdenhall  with  a 
little  orchard  adjoining;  also  two  bundles  of  fag- 
gotts  a  year  and  40s  a  year;  also  one  half  of  the 
chattels. 

1632,  Mch.  28.  P  414  Do:  Widow  Frances 
Fuller  was  buried  at  Redenhall  according  to  the 
parish  record. 


father.  He  owned  at  least  one  tenement  property 
in  addition  to  his  homestead,  and  left  an  estate 
amounting  to  several  hundred  pounds.  The  vital 
records  of  Rcdenhall,  where  he  lived  and  died 
call  Robert  Fuller  a  butcher  at  times.  His  will 
makes  him  a  yeoman,  at  which  time  he  had  possi¬ 
bly  retired  from  active  trade.  He  lived  throughout 
the  reign  of  Queen  Elizabeth. 


......  f  .  1614,  May  19.  P  415  Do:  This  abstract  of  his 

will  is  taken  from  Register  1614,  fol.  259,  at  the  Norfolk  Archdeaconry  Court  of  Norwich,  England:  Ro- 
berde  Fuller  of  the  parish  of  Redenhall,  yoeman.  Directs  his  burial  in  Redenhall  Church  yard.  Gives  to 
wife  Frances  a  tenement  called  assyes  in  Harleston  or  Redenhall,  with  a  little  orchard  adjoining  which  “  I 
late  bought  of  John  Cooke,  now  occupied  by  my  son-in-law  James  Spalding,”  for  her  life,  “also  two  bun- 
d.es  of  faggotts  a  year  and  40s  a  year  to  be  paid  by  son  Thomas.  ”  To  son  Edward  Fuller,  the  said  tene¬ 
ment  "on  the  death  of  my  wife”,  and  twenty  pounds.  To  son  Samuel  Fuller  fifteen  pounds.  To  daugh¬ 
ter  Ann  Fuller,  twenty  pounds.  To  daughter  Elizabeth  Fuller  forty  pounds,  and  to  “Mary  Fuller 
my  daughter,”  forty  pounds,  all  to  be  paid  by  son  Thomas.  To  son  Thomas  Fuller,  a  tenement  lately 
built  and  wherein  I  now  dwell  held  of  Tryndelhedge  Bastoft  Manor  in  Redenhall  or  Harleston.”  To  son 
Thomas  some  personal  property  which  is  specified.  “The  rest  of  my  chattels  to  be  divided  and  half  to  be 
given  to  my  wife,  the  other  half  among  my  four  children,  viz.,  Edward,  Ann,  Elizabeth  &  Mary  Fuller. 

hen  my  grandson  John  Fuller,  son  of  my  son  John  Fuller,  shall  be  of  age  sufficient  to  be  bound  appren¬ 
tice  then  my  son  Thomas  to  have  the  choosing  of  his  master  and  trade  and  is  to  pay  five  pounds  to  set  him 
forth.  Wife  Frances  and  son  Thomas  executors.  Witness.  Thomas  Wales,  John  Sutton,  William  Fuller. 

1614  May  23.  P  414  Do:  Four  days  after  making  his  will  Robert  Fuller  is  buried  in  the  church  yard  at 
Redenhall.  It  was  in  the  year  of  the  discovery  of  the  Connecticut  river  by  the  Swedes. 

1614,  May  31.  P  415  Do:  Will  was  proved  by  the  widow.  At  this  time  Samuel  Fuller  of  the  “Mayflower” 
was  living  at  Leyden,  as  he  was  married  there  Apl.  30,  1613  to  Agnes  Carpenter,  maid  of  Wrentham  Eng¬ 
land.  Wrentham  is  about  18  or  20  miles  from  Redenhall. 

1614,  June  16.  Do:  Will  was  proved  by  Thomas  Fuller,  executor. 

1659,  May  30.  P  416  Do:  Thomas  Fuller  presents  the  will  of  his  father  Thomas  Fuller  in  Court  in 
which  is  mentioned  the  Tryndlehedge  land  which  was  “bequeathed  to  said  Thomas  Fuller  Sen’r  by  his 
Robcrt  Fuller  as  by  copy  of  Court  held  13  Apr.  in  the  13th  year  of  the  reign  of  the  late  King  James 


CHILDREN 


1. 

2. 


3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 


7. 


THOMAS  bp.  Dec.  13,  1573 


(from  father’s  will  and  vital  records) 


In  father  s  will  he  received  homestead  and  some  personal  property. 

EDWARD  bp.  Sept.  4,  1575;  m.  Ann - 

He  d.  bet.  Jan’y  1 1  and  Apl.  10,  1621.  She  d.  likewise  between  same  dates 

Both  were  Mayflower  passengers,  he  being  the  21st  signer  of  the  Compact.  In  will  he  rec’d  tenement  on 
mother  s  decease  and  £20  &  J  residue. 

ANN  bp.  Apl.  22,  15/7.  In  will  she  rec’d  £20  and  J  residue. 

JOHN  bp.  Mch.  15,  1578/9;  m  (1) - 

He  m  (2)  Apl.  19,  1599,  Margaret  Balls  (see  below) 


SAMUEL  bp.  Jan’y  20,  1580/1;  m.  Apl.  30,  1613,  Agnes  Carpenter;  he  d.  1633,  a:  52  she  d. _ 

1  his  is  the  Mayflower  Samuel.  They  were  married  at  Leyden,  Holland,  He  received  £15  in  father’s  will. 
Both  Samuel  and  wife  died  at  Plymouth,  Mass. 


ELIZABETH  bp.  Nov.  29,  1590.  In  will  she  rec’d  £40  and  J  residue. 
MARY  bp.  July  13,  1595.  In  will  she  rec’d  £40  and  *  residue. 
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JOHN  FULLER 

MARGARET  BALLS 
b.  - 

bur.  Mch.  27,  1628 


1578/9,  Mch.  15.  P  411  Do:  This  baptismal 
date  of  “John  ffullcr,  son  of  Robert  Fuller”  is 
found  at  Redenhall,  Norfolk,  Eng.  His  short  life 
of  30  years  was  spent  in  the  “golden  age”  of  Eng¬ 
land.  Good  Queen  Bess  was  ruling,  yet  under  her 
as  under  Mary,  heretics  were  burned  as  per  case 
of  Matthew  Hammond  burned  on  June  1,  1579. 

1599,  Apl.  19.  P  415  Do:  This  is  the  second 
wedding  day  when  he  takes  to  wife  Margaret 
Balls  at  Starston,  a  parish  adjoining  Redenhall. 
The  marriage  record  calls  him  a  widower  which 
means  that  he  was  a  widower  at  20  years  of  age. 
By  his  will  he  was  a  yoeman.  The  vital  records  of 
Redenhall  show  that  he  had  son  Matthew  as  be- 
low;  and  no  other  Matthew  appears.  For  many 
years  Matthew  was  conceded  to  be  a  Mayflower  descendant  (supposedly  son  of  Edward  of  the  Mayflower). 
This  discovery  showing  Matthew  to  be  a  nephew  of  Edward,  as  well  as  the  discovery  of  the  Pctringall 
deposition  of  14  (8)  1673  (shown  below  under  Matthew),  have  operated  to  dispossess  Matthew  from  the 
Mayflower  company.  Prior  to  these  discoveries  descendants  of  Matthew  were  admitted  to  the  Mayflower 
society;  but  none  since. 


bp.  Mch.  15,  1578,  9 

m  (1) - 

m  (2)  Apl.  19,  1599 
Margaret  Balls 
he  bur.  Dec.  22,  1608 
a?  30 

1608,  Dec.  16.  “To  Margaret  my  wife,”  reads 
her  husband’s  will,  “  I  give  an  inclose  called  Hol- 
lane’s  in  Redenhall  for  life  ....  All  other 
copy  hold  lands  I  give  to  my  wife  to  help  in  bring¬ 
ing  up  children  I  now  have.”  .... 

1628,  Mch.  27.  P  414  Do:  Margaret  Fuller, 
widow,  is  buried  today  at  Redenhall. 


1608,  Dec.  16.  P  415  Do:  This  abstract  of  will  is  taken  from  Register  Spencer,  fol.  222,  at  the  Episcopal 
Consistorial  Court  of  Norwich:  John  Fuller,  the  Elder,  of  Redenhall,  yeoman,  gives  “To  Margaret,  my 
wife,  an  inclose  called  Hollane’s  in  Redenhall  (copy-hold  of  the  Manor  of  Redenhall  Hall),  for  life  and  then 
to  my  son  John  Fuller.  All  other  copy  hold  lands  to  said  wife  to  help  in  bringing  up  children  I  now  have  or 
may  have  by  her,  until  my  son  Thomas  is  21  and  then  sold,  except  the  inclose  of  Hollanes,  by  my  wife 
and  the  money  divided  among  my  children.  William  Fuller,  my  eldest  son,  to  have  the  offer  of  them.” 
Mr.  Thomas  Cotton,  of  London,  to  be  supervisor.  Witnesses:  Thomas  Fuller,  Thos.  Eveierd,  Wiiliam 
Read. 


1608,  Dec.  22.  P  414  Do:  Redenhall  records  give  this,  the  date  of  his  burial.  He  died  six  years  prior  to 
his  father.  The  year  is  suggestive  also  of  the  burial  of  French  monarchial  hopes  in  Canada,  for  while  1608 
chronicles  the  settlement  of  Quebec  by  the  French  under  Champlain,  they  were  doomed  through  lack  of 
vision  to  ultimate  failure.  Quebec  continued  to  be  the  centre  of  French  trade  and  civilization  as  well  as  of 
Roman  Catholic  missions  in  North  America  till  1759  when  it  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  British  under  Wolfe. 

1608/9,  Jan’y  2.  P  415  Do:  Eleven  days  after  burial,  the  will  is  proved. 


CHILDREN 


(all  born  at  Redenhall,  England) 

1.  WILLIAM  b. - 

The  record  below  of  Wyllym  bp.  June  30,  1609  might  be  confused  with  this  William;  but  there  must  have  been 
two  Williams  since  "William  my  eldest  son”  is  named  in  the  will  while  "Wyllym”  was  born  posthumously. 

2.  CONSTANCE  bp.  May  1,  1600 

3.  JOHN  bp.  Apl.  25,  1602;  m. - ,  Elizabeth  Fuller 

She  was  possibly  his  second  cousin,  sister  of  Gyles  Fuller. 

A.  CAPT.  MATTHEW  bp.  Oct.  16,  1603;  m. - ,  Frances - (see  below) 

5.  THOMAS  bp.  Mar.  1,  1606 

6.  WYLLYM  bp.  June  30,  1609 

“  Wyllym  ffuller,  son  of  John  ffuller  deceased  and  Margaret  his  wife.”  This  child  was  bom  six  months  after  his 
father’s  death. 
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1603,  Oct.  16.  Vol.  55,  p  41 1  N  E  H  &  G:  This 
baptismal  date  of  Matthew  Fuller  is  recorded  at 
Redenhall,  Norfolk  County,  England.  The  year 
marks  the  crowning  of  James  VI  of  Scotland  as 
King  of  England  and  Scotland  under  the  title  of 
James  I.  He  was  the  first  of  the  Stuart  Kings  - 
distinguished  for  their  arbitrary  and  unconstitu¬ 
tional  governing. 

Just  when  Matthew  came  to  America  is  not 
certain,  neither  do  we  know  whether  he  brought 
his  wife  with  him  or  whether  he  married  Frances 
here.  The  records  both  in  England  and  America 
are  apparently  silent.  We  rather  incline  to  the 
belief,  however,  that  they  were  married  in  Eng¬ 
land  and  brought  one  or  two  children  with  them. 
Savage  and  many  others  formerly  supposed  Mat¬ 
thew  Fuller  to  be  son  of  Edward  of  the  Mayflower, 
being  left  on  the  other  side  and  coming  to  America 
later.  Barnstable  history  says was  accounted  • 
to  be  “one  of  the  first  born  of  the  Colony”,  and 
had  lands  granted  to  him  in  virtue  of  his  right  of 
primo-geniturc.  Also  in  a  boundry  dispute  be-" 
tween  Barnstable  &  Sandwich  June  30,  1680, 
Dr.  John  Fuller,  son  of  Dr.  Matthew,  calls  Sam¬ 
uel  Fuller  Sen’r  his  uncle.  This  would  seem  to  make 
Samuel  his  father  s  brother.  To  him  many  members  of  the  Mayflower  Society  owe  their  claim,  which 
is  no  longer  allowed,  however,  as  per  above  note  under  John  Fuller. 

In  public  and  private  life  he  was  a  man  of  sound  judgment,  of  good  understanding,  faithful  in  the  per¬ 
formance  of  duty,  liberal  in  politics,  tolerant  in  religion.  In  the  Quaker  controversy  he  took  a  noble  stand 
in  favor  of  religious  toleration.  He  censured  the  law  against  them  in  public  and  was  fined  for  it  50s.  Prob¬ 
ably  he  had  seen  the  good  side  of  it  in  his  Quaker  son-in-law.  In  the  year  of  his  death,  the  habeas  corpus 
act  was  passed  in  England  -  liberty  under  law  marching  on.  He  owned  large  tracts  of  land  in  Suckenesset, 
now  Falmouth,  and  in  the  “Major’s  Purchase”,  Middleboro,  granted  as  “first  born  rights”  and  for  the 
eminent  services  he  had  rendered  the  Colonies. 

1636,  Nov.  7.  P  178  P  of  M:  Pope  reports  that  on  this  date  Matthew  Fuller  was  received  into  the 
Church  at  Scituate  by  letter  from  the  Church  in  Plymouth.  This  would  hardly  seem  to  be  true  considering 
the  records  that  follow.  Others  claim  that  the  following  deed  constitutes  his  first  appearance  in  Colonial 
Records. 

1640,  The  XXVJ,h  of  Octob\  Vol.  I,  p  108  L  R,  Plymouth:  “Memorand  That  Matthew  ffuller  doth 
acknov.  ledg  that  for  &  in  consideration  of  a  cow  calfe  and  two  goats  to  him  in  hand  payde  by  Andrew 
Ringe  of  Plymouth  hath  freely  sould  unto  the  said  Andrew  Ringe  All  that  his  garden  place  in  Plym  afore¬ 
said  and  the  six  acres  of  land  thereunto  belonging  lying  in  the  New  feild  wch  the  said  Mathew  lately  bought 
of  John  Gregory  and  all  the  fence  ....  and  all  the  tymber  lying  at  the  garden  place  and  upon  the  said 
lande  made  ready  towards  the  buildinge  of  a  house.” 

1642,  Apl.  5.  Vol.  II,  p  47  P  C:  “The  Court,  upon  heareing  the  differrenc  betwixt  Thomas  Clarke  & 
Mathew  Fuller  about  a  share,  ordereth  that  the  said  Fuller  shall  delivr  the  said  Clarke  the  said  share, 
because  it  appeareth  by  sev  all  testymonies  that  it  is  Clarkes  share;  and  the  said  Fuller  to  have  a  warr’nt 
to  require  Phillip  Dellanoy  to  testyfye  that  he  deliv’ed  the  said  Fullers  share,  sent  by  him  to  Goodman 
Hill  in  the  Bay,  that  the  said  Fuller  may  recover  the  said  share  of  him.” 


DR.  and  CAPT.  MATTHEW  FULLER 

bp.  Oct.  16,  1603 

FRANCES -  m. _ 

b.  -  d.  Aug.,  1678 

d.  aft.  husband  x  75 

1678,  July  25.  In  her  husband’s  will  of  this  date 
and  in  the  probate  following  are  the  only  refer¬ 
ences  to  wife  Frances  that  we  have.  This  is  one 
item  of  the  will:  “Item  I  Give  and  bequeath  to 
ffrancis  my  Deare  and  welbcloved  wife  who  by 
these  p’sents  I  Doe  ordaine  and  declare  to  be  the 
executrix  of  this  my  last  Will  and  Testament  the 
sole  and  Improvement  of  all  my  housing,  lands 
and  Meddowes  durcing  her  Naturall  life;  as  alsoe 
all  my  Moveables  houshold  stuff,  cattle,  horse, 
foul,  swine  and  whatsoever  else  can  be  Named  an 
disposed  of  to  be  att  her  dispose  for  ever.” 

1678,  Oct:  26.  “ffrancis  the  Relict  of  the  above 
named  Capt.  Matthew  ffuller  deceased  Made  oath 
to  the  truth  of  this  Inventory.” 

1678,  Oct.  30.  Court  appoints  committee  of 
three  to  consult  with  widow  Frances  in  regard  to 
property  of  which  she  had  life  use. 
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1642,  June  7.  Vol.  12,  p  22  P  C:  “Richard  Church  complies  against  Mathew  Fuller,  in  an  action  of 
trespas  upon  the  case,  to  the  dam  of  xx  markes.  The  jury  fynd  for  the  pl’tiff  Ivij9  debt,  xx"  dam  and  the 
charges  of  the  suite.  Jud’ment  &  execucon  graunted.’’ 

1642,  Sept.  7.  Vol.  II,  p  62  P  C:  “Mr  Willm  Hanbury,  Thomas  Southwood,  John  Burne,  Rob’te  Water- 
man,  and  Mathew  Fuller  p’pounded  to  be  freemen  the  next  Court.”  Matthew  is  now  39  years  old. 

1642,  Sept.  27.  P  65  Do:  “Mathew  Fuller  is  graunted  tenn  acres  of  upland,  by  Thurston  Clarks.” 

1642,  Nov.  1.  Vol.  12,  p  22  P  C:  Mathew  Fuller  is  one  of  twelve  to  sit  on  the  jury  in  a  case  of  trespass. 

1642/3,  Jan’y  3.  Vol.  II,  p  69  P  C:  “Execucon  is  graunted  to  Richard  Church,  agst  Mathew  Fuller  for 
xxs  dam,  and  the  charges  of  the  suite.” 


1643,  May  19.  Vol.  I,  p  24  T  V,  Plymouth:  Mathew  ffuller  contributed  6s  to  the  Town  to  buy  Drum¬ 
heads.  Nineteen  contributed  on  this  occasion.  At  town  meeting  of  this  date  he  was  one  of  committee  of 
four  to  inspect  the  firearms  and  to  "ccrtefye  such  as  arc  defective.” 

*1’  AU^  V°I  JIir’  P  29  P  C:  “The  Names  of  a”  ^e  Males  that  are  able  to  beare  Amies  from 
XVJ  Yeares  old  to  60  Yeares,  w‘h  in  the  sevrall  Towne  shipps.  ”  In  this  list  Plymouth  has  one  hundred  and 
forty  eight  names,  the  20  h  of  which  is  Mathew  Fuller.  Following  are  the  orders  establishing  the  first  mili¬ 
tary  company  of  the  Colony,  and  in  which  Matthew  begins  his  military  career. 

1643,  Aug.  29.  Vol.  II,  p  86  P  C:  “The  Court  hath  allowed  &  established  a  millitary  discipline  to  be 
erected  and  mayntained  by  the  townes  of  Plymouth,  Duxborrow  &  Marshfeild,  and  have  also  heard  their 
orders  and  established  them,  viz:  Officers  chosen  by  the  Company  &  allowed  by  the  Court:  That  Miles 
Standish  shalbe  captaine  for  this  yeare.  Nathaniel  Thomas  leiftennant  for  this  yeare.  Nathaniel  Sowther 
dark  of  the  band  or  company.  Mathew  Fuller  &  Samuell  Nash,  serjeants.” 

1645,  June  4.  P  118  Do:  “Mathew  Fuller  of  Plym,  planter,  &  Richard  Church,  carpenter,  give  bond 
of  xx'1  a  pcece  that  the  said  Mathew  Fuller  shalbe  of  the  good  behavior  towards  or  sov’aigne  lord  the  Kin-* 
and  all  his  leigh  people,  and  appeare  here  againe  at  the  next  session  of  this  Court,  and  abide  the  further 
order  of  the  Court,  and  not  dept  the  same  W'out  lycense."’  Under  this  appears:  “Mathew  Fuller  upon 
his  p’sentment,  fyned  ijhxa.”  ’  1 


1648,  Mch.  16.  Vol.  I,  p  267  L  R,  Plymouth:  “Memorandum  the  16th  of  March  yt  Samuell  ffuller  of 
Plymouth  with  the  concent  of  his  mother  Mrs.  Bridget  ffuller  doth  by  these  p'sents  make  over  unto 
Leiuetennat  Matthew  ffuller  of  Plymouth  aforsd  ....  a  small  p’cell  of  upland  ground  liing  at 

Strawberry  hill  neare  Plymouth  ....  being  about  two  acors  or  therabouts  ....  the  nether  end 
butting  upon  the  bay.” 

1652,  Sept.  3.  Vol.  Ill,  p  15  P  C:  “The  Court  doth  allow  and  approve  of  Matthew  Fuller  for  leiftenant, 
and  of  Barnard  Lumbert  for  ensigne  bearer,  of  the  Millitary  company  of  Barnstable.”  Lieut  Fuller  had 
been  on  the  ground  at  Barnstable  for  a  year  or  two  probably  before  the  military  Company  was  organized. 
Here  he  lived  side  by  side  with  his  supposed  brother  Dr.  Samuel  Fuller  on  Scorton  Neck  which  was  bought 
of  the  Secunke  Indians  by  Barnstable  and  Sandwich  townships.  Here  Lieut  Fuller  became  an  active 
doctor  and  laid  the  foundation  for  his  elevation  to  the  office  of  Surgeon  General  of  the  Colony  Forces. 

1653,  Apl.  6.  P  21  Do:  Eleven  towns  sent  nineteen  deputies  to  Plymouth  “to  treat  and  conclude  on 
such  milletary  affaires  as  through  Gods  blessing  may  probably  tend  to  our  p’sent  and  future  safety  ”  This 
was  occasioned  “by  the  great  varience  betwixt  the  two  nations  of  Holland  and  England.”  Lt  Mathew 
Fuller  was  a  deputy  from  Barnstable  on  this  occasion. 

1653,  June  7.  P  29  Do:  Among  the  13  “Freemen  admitted  this  Court  and  sworne”,  are  Leift  Mathew 
Fuller  and  Samuel  Fuller.  In  1642,  as  shown  above,  Lieut.  Matthew  was  made  free,  hence  this  may  mean 
freemen  sworn  for  jury  service. 

1653/4,  March  7.  P  45  Do:  Among  some  warrants  issued  is  the  following:  “No  4.  Wee  p’sent  Henry 

Cole,  of  Barnstable,  for  pilfering  away  of  money  from  Leiftenant  Mathew  Fuller,  of  Barnstable  This 
respeted.” 


/ 
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1654,  June  20.  P  54  Do:  “TheCounsell  of  Warr  mett  att  Plymouth  ”  and  issued  warrants  for  impressing 
fifty  men  for  “an  intended  expedition  against  the  Duch  att  the  Monhatoes.”  They  “were  to  goe  forth 
under  the  comaund  of  Captaine  Myles  Standish,  whoe  was  ordered  to  bee  theire  comander  in  chiefe- 
Leiutcnant  Mathew  Fuller  was  ordered  to  goe  forth  with  him  as  leiftenant  on  this  expedition.”  All  was 
ready  when  peace  was  announced  and  the  expedition  was  not  necessary. 

1658.  Vol.  VIII,  p  51  P  C:  In  a  “List  of  Freemen  in  Barnstable,”  taken  about  this  year,  Leift  Mathew 
Fuller  is  twenty  ninth  among  forty  two  freemen.  Our  Henry  Rowley  is  eighth. 

r  ,!658;  ?Ct^2’  VoJ'  P.  143  P  ‘‘ Leiftenant  Mathew  Fuller,  being  p’sented  for  speaking  reproach- 
fully  of  the  Court,  and  saying  the  law  enacted  about  minnesters  maintainance  was  a  wicked  and  a  divil- 
lish  law,  and  that  the  divell  satt  att  the  sterne  when  it  was  enacted,  the  words  being  proved,  hee  referin® 
himselfe  to  the  Bench,  they  sensure  to  bee  fined  fifty  shillings.” 

1658,  Oct.  2.  P  145  Do:  “The  councell  of  warr,  being  asembled”  for  organization,  elects  “Captaine 
Josias  Winslow,  to  bee  the  chiefe  officer  over  the  military  companies  of  this  jurisdiction  ”  Among  the  19 
men  making  up  the  council  are  Leift  Mathew  Fuller  and  Leift  Peregrine  White,  any  six  of  whom  with 
Major  Winslow  may  “acte  on  a  councell.” 

1661,  June  4.  P  231  Do:  “Whereas  att  the  Court  held  att  Plymouth  in  March  the  fift,  1660,  libertie  was 
given  unto  Mr.  John  Howland,  Samuell  Fuller,  Peter  Blossome,”  and  four  others,  to  purchase  lands  att 
Saconessett,  on  condition  they  should  take  in  sundry  others  on  equal  interest;  viz:  Leift.  Mathew  Fuller 
and  Samuell  Fuller  of  Plymouth,  John  Jenkens  and  three  others,  the  General  Court  now  confirms  that 
which  the  March  Court  did. 

1662,  June  3.  Vol.  IV,  p  19  P  C:  “  In  reference  to  a  petition  prefered  to  the  Court  by  sundry  of  the  free 
men,  and  in  reference  unto  a  graunt  made  to  some  to  looke  out  accomodations  of  land,  as  being  the  first 
borne  children  of  this  gov  ment,  and  for  the  disposing  of  two  severall  tracts  of  land  lately  purchased  the 
Court,  haveing  viewed  the  severall  lists  of  the  names  of  those  that  desired  to  bee  accomodated  therein 
have  settled  it  upon  those  whose  names  follow:”  Here  follow  32  names,  most  of  them  standard  Mayflower 
names.  Here  are  several  of  the  32:  Mr.  Bradford,  Francis  Sprague,  Lieutenant  Fuller,  Mr.  Alden  Samuell 
Fuller  Jun’r,  Lieutenant  White,  Mr.  Brewster,  Resolved  White,  William  Bassett,  Georg.  Partrich. 

1662,  June  19.  P  23  Do:  ‘Whereas  Mr.  Thomas  Dexter  Senir  complaineth  of  abuse  and  wronge  done 
him  by  Leiftenant  Fuller  and  sundry  of  his  naighbours,  by  pulling  up  of  his  fence  and  turning  in  cattle  &c  ” 
the  Court  now  grants  injunction  to  do  no  more  pulling  up  “all  Summer  up  to  next  October  Court  when 
they  shall  appear  and  have  the  dispute  settled.” 

1667,  June  6.  Vol.  VIII,  p  34  P  C:  “The  Countrey  is  debtor  upon  new  account  as  followeth-  To  Mr 
Fuller,  £04-09-00 ;  To  Docktr  Fuller,  £05-00-00.” 

1668,  June  4.  P  39  Do:  Items  due:  “To  Doctor  Fuller,  £04-00-00.” 


1670,  May  29.,  Vol.  V,  p  203  P  C:  ‘An  exact  List  of  all  the  Names  of  the  Freemen  of  the  Jurisdiction  of 
New  Plymouth.  Captaine  Mathew  Fuller  is  among  the  forty  three  freemen  of  Barnestable  here  listed. 


1671,  July  7.  P  51  Do:  “The  Names  of  those  that  were  chosen  by  the  Court  to  be  aded  to  the  Majis- 
trates  to  be  of  the  Councell  of  Warr.”  Nine  persons  were  sworne,  Captaine  Mathew  Fuller  being  at  the 
head  of  this  important  Council. 

1671,  July  8.  P  52  Do:  “Att  a  meeting  of  the  Councell  of  Warr  held  att  Plymouth,”  it  was  agreed  to 
send  two  peace  messengers  to  the  Indians  at  Saconett  promising  them  protection  if  they  would  within 
four  days  bring  in  all  their  English  arms  “and  acknowlidge  theire  offence,  and  under  theire  hands  ingage 
for  theire  future  fidelite;”  but  if  they  refuse,  “then  to  proceed  by  force  to  reduce  them  to  reason  ”  Pend¬ 
ing  their  decision  an  organization  of  100  men  was  planned,  “under  the  comand  of  Major  Josias  Winslow 
as  comaunder  in  chiefe,  Captaine  Fuller  to  supply  the  place  of  a  leiftenant  and  a  sargean.” 

1672,  July  L  P  68  Do:  “This  Court  doth  appoint  the  Treasurer,  Captaine  Cudworth,  and  Cornett 
Studson  to  repaire  to  Barnstable,  to  heare  a  difference  between  Captaine  Fuller  and  Samuell  Fuller  Senir, 
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on  the  one  pty,  and  the  towne  of  Sandwich  on  the  other  pty,  about  bounds  of  lands;  and  in  case  they  can 
issue  it  and  settle  it,  that  they  soe  doe;  but  if  not,  that  they  make  report  unto  the  Court  how  they  find 
matters  in  that  behalfe.” 

1673,  Oct.  14.  Vol.  55,  p  194  N  E  H  &  G:  Richard  Pettingall,  age  52.  deposed  at  Hampton  Court  that 
he  knew  Giles  Fuller,  late  of  Hampton  and  Mr.  Matth  Fuller  of  Barnstable,  doctor,  both  in  old  &  N.  E., 
and  that  Giles  ffuller  had  told  him  that  Marth  ffuller  doctor  now'  of  Barnstable  was  ye  nearest  Kinsman 
he  had.” 

1673,  Oct.  29.  Vol.  VII,  p  1/6  P  C:  Captaine  Mathew'  Fuller  and  Samuell  Fuller  Senir,  complained 
against  Steven  Skiffe  and  John  Blacke,  allies  Blackwell,  of  the  towne  of  Sandwich,  to  the  damage  of  ten 
pounds,  for  that  the  said  Skiffe  and  Blacke  pulled  dow'n,  or  caused  to  be  pulled  downe,  about  ten  or  twenty 
rod  or  pole  of  theire  fence,  whereby  they  suffered  much  damage  in  thcire  corne  feild  att  Scanton  Necke.” 
....  “This  was  withdrawne,”  says  the  record. 

1673,  Dec.  17.  Vol.  V,  p  95  P  C  Att  the  Generali  Court  called  together  upon  extreordinary  Occation” 
because  of  the  “  injurious  actings  of  the  Duch,  our  naighbours  att  New  Yorke,  in  the  Surprissall  of  several! 

vessel  Is  and  goods  of  our  confeaderats . Captaine  Mathew  Fuller  was  chosen  the  surjean  generall 

for  this  expedition,  if,  on  the  motion  of  it  to  the  Court  of  the  Massachusetts,  &c,  it  be  approved  by  them.” 

1673  4,  Mch.  4.  Vol.  VII,  p  17S  P  C:  Whereas  Mr.  Thomas  Hinckley,  Assistant,  complained  against 
Capt.  Matthew  Fuller,  in  an  action  of  scandulus  defamation,  to  the  damage  of  two  hundred  pounds,  for 
that  the  said  Capt.  Fuller  hath  reported  sundry  times”  that  he  did  not  before  said  Hinckley  attest  to  the 
will  of  Trustram  Hull  deceased,  thereby  rendering  the  sd  Thomas  Hinckley  basely  p’fidious,  and  unfaith' 
full,  in  both  his  owne  office  and  under  the  aw'full  oath  upon  him.  ....  and  “before  the  jury  brought 
in  theire  verdict,  the  two  contestants  got  together  and  Capt.  Fuller  wrote  out  an  “apologie  which  was 
accepted,  and  soe  the  controversye  ended,  hee,  the  said  Captaine  Fuller,  paying  the  charge.” 

1675,  Oct.  4.  Vol.  V,  p  1 22  P  C:  “The  proportions  of  the  salleries  allowed  by  the  Court  to  the  comaun¬ 
ders  and  comon  souldiers  which  have  bin  forth  on  the  late  expeditions  out  of  this  Collonie  against  the 
Indians,  or  may  be  for  the  future  imployed  on  the  countryes  occations:  - 

Impr,  to  the  generall  ....... 

To  a  captaine  ....... 

To  a  leift  ......... 

To  Capt.  Mathew  Fuller,  as  surjean  generall  of  the  forces  of  this  collonie,  and  for  other  good 

service,  pTormed  in  the  countryes  behalfe  against  the  enimie,  in  the  late  expeditions,  or  which 

may  be  done  for  the  future,  as  occation  may  require,  the  Court  alloweth  him 

To  a  common  Souldier  ..... 

16/6/7,  Mch.  6.  Vol.  I,  p  380  Gen  Notes  of  Barnstable  (1888):  The  Court  receives  Complaints  of  the 
decision  regarding  the  boundary  lines  between  Sandwich  and  Barnstable  and  orders  Captaine  Fuller  and 
Samuel  Fuller  Sen  r  to  come  to  Court  next  June  and  show  why  the  previous  act  should  not  be  reversed. 

1678,  July  25.  Vol.  Ill,  part  2,  pp  127-8  P  Ct,  Plymouth:  “This  five  and  twentieth  Day  of  July  in  the 
year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  six  hundred  seaventy  and  eight  I  Matthew  ffuller  of  the  Towne  of  Barn¬ 
stable  in  the  Collonie  of  New  Plymouth;  being  sick  of  body  but  of  Good  &  pfect  memory  thanks  be  unto 
Almighty  God;  and  calling  to  Remembrance  the  uncertaine  state  of  this  transitory  life  and  that  all  Flesh 
must  yeild  unto  Death  w'hen  it  shall  please  God  to  Call;  Doe  make  constitute  and  ordaine;  and  declare 
this  my  last  will  and  Testament,  In  manor  and  forme  following,  Revoaking  and  Anulling  by  these  presents 
all  and  every  Testament  and  Testaments,  wall  and  wills  heretofore  by  mee  made  and  declared  either  by 
word  or  writing  and  this  to  be  taken  only  for  my  last  Will  and  Testament;  and  none  other;  and  first  being 
penitent  and  sorry  from  the  bottom  of  my  hart  for  my  sins  past,  most  humbly  desireing  forgiveness  for  the 
same,  I  give  and  Comitt  my  soule  unto  Almighty  God  my  Saviour  and  Redeemer,  in  whom  and  by  the 
Mearitts  of  Jesus  Christ  I  trust  and  beleive  and  thereby  to  be  saved,  and  my  body  to  be  buried  in  such 
place,  as  my  executors  heerafter  Named  shall  appoint;  and  Now  for  the  following  of  my  Corporall  estate 
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and  such  Goods,  Chatties  and  Debts  as  it  hath  pleased  God  farr  above  my  Deserts  to  bestow  on  mee  I  Doe 
onley  Give  and  Dispose  the  same  in  manor  and  forme  following,  That  is  to  say  first,  I  will  That  all  those 
Debts  and  I’vyes  as  I  ow  in  Right  and  Consicnce  to  any  manor  of  pson  or  psons  whatsoever  shalbe  well 
and  truly  contented,  or  ordained  to  be  payed,  within  convenient  time  after  my  Decease  by  my  executors 
heerafter  Named: 

“  Item  I  Give  and  bequeath  unto  Thubdall  Jonnes  my  Grand  Child  the  Reputed  son  of  Ralph  Jonnes, 
the  anglo  lott  of  Marsh  Meddow,  which  I  formerly  bought  of  his  father  Ralph  Jonnes,  after  ffrancesmy 
wifes  decease. 

“I  give  and  bequeath  the  one  half  of  all  the  Rest  of  my  Lands  &  meddow  I  have  in  the  Townshippof 
Barnstable,  or  else  where  in  America,  To  my  wel beloved  son  John  ffuller,  after  ffrances  my  wifes  Decease. 

“  I  give  and  bequeath  unto  the  Several  sonnes  of  my  son  Samuell  ffuller  Deceased.  Thomas  ffuller, 
Jabez  ffuller,  Timothy  ffuller,  Matthias  ffuller  and  Samuell  ffuller,  the  other  half  of  all  the  Lands  and 
meddows  I  have  in  the  Townshipp  of  Barnstable  or  elsewhere  in  America,  after  my  wife’s  Decease. 

“I  give  and  bequeath  to  Samuell  ffuller  the  Son  of  Samuell  ffuller  my  Eldest  son  Deceased,  my  now 
Dwelling  house  with  all  the  land  and  meddow  belonging  to  the  homsted  where  1  now  live;  after  my  wifes 
Decease;  and  if  it  happen  that  hee  should  Die  without  Issue  That  then  it  shall  goe  to  the  next  of  them 
children  that  Doe  Remaine. 

“  Item  It  is  my  will  that  if  my  son  John  ffuller  Die  without  Issue  that  then  the  lands  and  meddowes  1 
have  alreddy  Given  to  him  Bethyah  the  wife  of  John  ffuller  shall  enjoy  the  full  benifitt  and  use  of  them  to 
her  Dieing  Day;  and  then  to  Goe  to  the  next  of  my  Children  begotten  of  my  owne  body. 

“  I  give  and  bequeath  to  my  Daughter  Mary  Jones  the  wife  of  Ralph  Jones  Ten  pounds  in  mony. 

“Item  I  give  and  bequeath  unto  my  Daughter  Anne  ffuller  the  now  wife  of  Samuell  ffuller  ten  pounds 
in  mony. 

“  Item  I  Give  and  bequeath  unto  my  daughter  Elizabeth  Rowley  the  wife  of  Moses  Rowley  ten  pounds 
in  mony. 

“Item  I  Give  and  bequeath  unto  Sarah  Rowley  the  Daughter  of  Moses  Rowley  all  my  sheep.  And  by 
these  p’ents  I  Doe  appoint  Gedediah  Jones  to  oversee  the  sheep  that  they  be  Imployed  wholly  for  the 
use  of  the  said  Sarah. 

“  Item  I  Give  and  bequeath  ten  pounds  to  Jcdidiah  Jones  the  son  of  Ralph  Jones  in  mony. 

“  Item  I  Give  to  every  one  of  my  Male  Grandchildren  half  a  Crown  a  peece  in  old  England  mony. 

“  Item  I  Give  to  every  one  of  my  female  Grandchildren  twelve  pence  a  year  in  old  England  mony. 

“Item  I  Give  to  Ralph  Jones,  Samuell  ffuller  Junr  and  Moses  Rowley  Senr  my  sords  and  also  five 
shillings  a  peece  in  mony. 

“  Item  I  Give  and  bequeath  unto  my  only  beloved  son  John  ffuller  twenty  pounds  in  silver  mony  and  to 
bethya  his  wife  twenty  shillings  Gould. 

“  I  Give  to  Mary  ffuller  the  late  wife  of  my  son  Samuell  ffuller  Deceased  five  shillings  in  Mony. 

“I  Give  and  bequeath  unto  Robert  Marshall  the  Scotsman  a  peece  of  cloth  Intended  to  make  mee  a 
suite  off. 

“Item  I  Give  and  bequeath  to  ffrancis  my  Deare  and  welbeloved  wife,  who  by  these  p’sents  I  Doe 
ordaine  and  declare  to  be  the  Executrix  of  this  my  last  Will  and  Testament  the  use  and  Improvement  of 
all  my  housing,  lands  and  Meddowes  dureing  her  Natural  life;  as  alsoe  all  my  Moveables  houshold  stuff 
cattle  horse  foul  swine  and  whatsoever  else  can  be  Named  andisposed  of  to  be  att  her  dispose  for  ever. 

“  In  witness  whereof  I  have  heereunto  sett  my  hand  and  seale  the  Day  and  yeer  above  said. 

Mathew  ffuller 

Signed  and  sealed  in  the  p’sents  of:  Joseph  Laythorp  and  a  seal” 

John  Hawes 

“  Lieft.  Joseph  Laythorp  and  John  Hawes  made  oath  to  the  truth  of  the  will  above  written  viz :  That  they 
did  see  Capt.  Mathew  ffuller  above  said  signe  and  seale  and  declare  this  aforesaid  Will  to  be  his  last  Will 
and  Testament;  before  this  Court  holden  att  Plymouth  thirtieth  of  October  1678.” 
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1678,  Aug.  Date  of  death  is  not  of  record;  but  this  is  approximate.  He  is  now  75  and  he  has  fought  a 
good  fight  and  has  kept  the  faith  as  his  will  shows. 

1678,  Aug.  22.  P  128  Do:  “A  true  Inventory  of  all  the  Goods  Chattels  and  Creditts  of  Capt  Mathew 
ffullerof  the  Towne  of  Barnstable  deceased.  Prised  att  his  house  in  Barnstable  aforesaid  the  22ond  Day  of 
August  on  Thousand  six  hundred  and  seaventy  eight  by  Barnabas  Laythorp  and  James  Lewis  as  fob 
loweth: 


Imp.  his  purse  and  his  apparrell 

Item  his  bookes  .... 

Item  his  annes  .... 

Item  a  peece  of  Broadcloth 

Item  his  Surjeans  Chest,  drugs,  Salves  and  Instruments 
Item  4  Raisors  .... 

Item  1  bed  and  furniture  belonging  to  it 
Item  1  bed  and  beding  eight  pound  . 

Item  1  bed  and  beding 
Item  in  Linnine  .... 

Item  3  Chests  .... 

Item  Table  and  stooles 
Item  the  still  with  the  Rest  of  the  peuter 
Item  in  brass  and  helmet te 
Item  in  Iron  pott  pot  hooks  &  pot  hangers 
Item  a  paire  of  Andjrons,  soitt  frying  pan,  tonggs  and  fire  shovel 
Item  in  chaires 

Item  in  woolen  yearne  .  . 

Item  Sundry:  looking  glass,  hour  glass,  candle  shilds,  bundle-bed, 
wheels,  tubbs,  pailes,  trayes,  earthen  war,  other  lumber,  amu 
Come,  carts,  wheels,  yoakes,  chain,  plows,  hoes,  &c 
Item  3  peeces  of  plate 
Item  in  New  England  mony 
Item  In  old  England  silver  mony 
Item  Gould  .... 

Item  3  Gould  Ringes 
Item  a  paire  of  silver  Tobaco  tonggs  \ 
a  paire  of  plat  shoebuckles 
Item  a  Silver  mee - Case 

Item  pearle,  preciouse  stones  and  diamonds  att  a  Gesse 
Item  a  horse  bridle  saddle  and  pillion 
Item  4  Cowes 

Item  4  Oxen  .... 

Item  in  younger  Neat  Cattle 
Item  in  swine 
Item  in  sheep 

Item  a  moose  stern  and  some  bedding 
Item  a  house,  land  and  Meddow 
Item  Lands  att  Namashett,  allies  Middlebery 
Item  Indian  Come  on  the  Ground  and  Rye  in  the  Store  Bam 

Barnabas  Laythorp 
James  Lewis 


muon. 


ed,  kneading  trough,  spining 
,  powder,  bulletts,  Indian 


£20-02-00 

10-00-00 

08-12-00 

03-00-00 

16-00-00 

00-03-00 

11-00-00 

08-00-00 

07-00-00 

19-01-00 

00-10-00 

02-10-00 

02-10-00 

02-05-00 

01-08-00 

01-05-00 

00-15-00 

02-05-00 


06-07-00 

04-05-00 

97-06-00 

05-11-06 

04-04-00 

01-10-00 

00-05-00 

01-00-00 

200-00-00 

05-00-00 

08-00-00 

12-00-00 

05-10-00 

02-00-00 

04-10-00 

01-10-00 

160-00-00 

26-00-00 

05-00-00 


£667-04-06 


ffrancis  the  Relict  of  the  above  named  Capt  Mathew  ffuller  deceased  made  oath  to  the  truth  of  this 
Inventory  presented  by  her,  apprised  by  Barnabas  Laythrop  and  James  Lewis  as  under  thaire  hands  is 
Given,  The  26th  of  October  1678.” 


1678,  Oct.  30.  Vol.  V,  p  195  Do:  “  Wheras  Capt  Fuller, att  his  death,  bequeathed  a  certaine  house,  and 
land,  and  meddow  unto  his  Grand  son,  Samuell  Fuller,  wherin  Mistris  Francis  Fuller  hath  interest  untill 
her  death,  this  Court  have  appointed  and  impowered  Elder  Chipman,  and  Thomas  Huckens,  and  Mary 
Fuller,  widdow,  the  relict  of  Leift  Fuller,  deceased,  to  rattify  and  confeirme  what  Mistress  Francis  Fuller 
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shall  doe  and  agree  upon  in  reference  unto  the  letting  and  setting  forth  of  the  said  land  and  meddow  and 
they  conscntting  unto  what  the  said  Francis  Fuller  shall  doe  respecting  the  p’mises,  shalbe  in  full  conferm- 
ation  therof  for  the  full  tearme  it  shalbe  lett  forth.” 


CHILDREN 


(first  two  born  probably  in  England;  last  three  born  probably  at  Plymouth,  Mass.) 

1.  MARY  b.  a  1635;  m.  Apl.  17,  1650,  Ralph  Jones;  she  d.  bef.  1691  he  d.  a  1691 

They  lived  in  Barnstable.  Jones  was  a  Quaker  and  probably  a  good  one  who  influenced  his  father-indaw  in  their 
defense.  Jones  made  will  May  11,  1691 ;  but  Mary  was  not  mentioned  and  the  inference  is  that  •she  was  dead. 

2.  ELIZABETH  b.  ;  m.  Apl.  22,  1652,  Moses  Rowley  (see  below) 

3.  LT.  SAMUEL  b. - ;  m.  Mary - ;  he  d.  Mch.  25,  1676  she  d.  aft.  husband 

They  lived  in  Barnstable.  He  was  killed  at  Rehoboth,  in  the  King  Philip  war.  Wid.  Mary  was  member  of  W 
Barnstable  Church  in  1683. 


10  ch 


7  ch 


4.  DR.  JOHN  b. a  1645-50; m  (I)  Bethia - ;  he  d. -  1691,  a;  a  43  she  d.  bef.  husband 

He  m  (2)  Mch.  24,  1687,  Hannah  Morton.  He  was  physician  of  some  note,  residing  at  parental  estate  at  Scorton 

Neck.  Hannah  survived  him  and  m  (2)  Dec.  9,  1695,  Capt.  John  Lathrop  of  Barnstable  and  had  2  children 
by  him. 

5.  ANN  b. - ;  m.  .Samuel  Fuller;  she  d.  a  E>ec.,  1691  he  d.  a  Dec.,  1691 

Samuel,  son  of  Samuel  of  the  Mayflower,  was  her  second  cousin.  His  inv’y,  Dec.  28,  1691  at  Barnstable  £98- 
17-00.  Her  estate  was  settled  on  30th  of  same  month. 


2  ch 
2  ch 

6  ch 


LINE  OF  DESCENT 

Moses  Rowley  b.  a  1630  m.  Elizabeth  Fuller  b. - 

Moses  Rowley  b.  1654  m.  Mary - b. - 

Henry  Champion  b.  1695  m.  Mehitable  Rowley  b.  a  1698 
David  Deming  b.  1709  m.  Mehitable  Champion  b.  1721 
Ira  Buell  b.  1745  m.  Prudence  Deming  b.  1741 
Nathan  Bassett  b.  1769  m.  Mehitable  Buell  b.  1774 
Ozias  Buell  Bassette  b.  1807  m.  Emeline  Eno  b.  1805 
Frederick  Henry  Bassette  b.  1839  in.  Margaret  Anderson  b.  1844 
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HUGH  GAYLORD 


b. 

d. 


m. 


bur.  Oct.  21,  1614 


1573.  P  26  Treat  Gen  (1893) :  Hugh  Gaylord’s 
name  is  in  the  Taunton  Manor  Register  as  having 
“two  messuages  and  two  Furlongs  of  Bondland  in 
Poundisford”,  and  other  property  in  Smalecrosse 
~  and  in  Lakemead  in  the  Tything  of  South  Trendle, 

Somersetshire,  England.  He  was  a  man  of  property;  and  quality,  too,  no  doubt,  to  have  given  to  America 
a  daughter  who  became  the  mother  of  one  of  Connecticut’s  ablest  governors.  These  days  made  stirring 
times  for  Protestantism  in  England  and  Europe.  Luther’s  work  begun  early  in  the  century,  was  bearing 
fruit  more  and  more.  Only  the  year  before  this,  (Aug.  24,  1572),  St.  Bartholomew’s  massacre  of  Huguet 
nots  had  started  the  best  families  of  France  to  England  and  the  substantial  elements  of  character  which 
were  later  to  be  transferred  to  America  were  being  formed. 


1574,  ’81,  ’88,  ’92,  ’94,  ’96.  Do:  His  name  also  appears  in  the  calendars  in  these  six  different  years. 

1608,  Oct.  4.  Do:  Hugh  Gaylord  surrenders  to  son  George  a  “Close  called  Smalerest”,  a  close  in  this 
connection  probably  meaning  an  enclosed  field. 


1614,  Oct.  21.  Do:  The  date  of  his  burial  at  Pitminster,  England,  is  recorded  in  the  parish  register, 
Pitminster  being  in  the  hamlet  of  So.  Trendle,  Somerset  County.  The  parish  now  goes  by  the  name  of 
j  rull  parish.  The  will  of  “Hugonis  Gaylerd,”  dated  1614,  is  recorded  in  the  Taunton,  England,  Probate 
Court,  File  110,“  but  it  has  utterly  perished.” 


CHILDREN 

(only  two  known) 

1.  ALICE  bp.  May  10,  1594;  m.  Apl.  27,  1615,  Richard  Treat  (see  below) 

2.  GEORGE  b. - ; 

On  Oct.  4,  1608,  he  receives  from  father  a  "Close  called  Smalerest.” 


LINE  OF  DESCENT 

Richard  Treat  bp.  1584  m.  Alice  Gaylord  bp.  1594 

John  Deming  b.  a  1615  m.  Honor  Treat  b.  1616 

David  Deming  b.  1652  m.  Mary  Belden  (?)  b.  1652 

Rev.  David  Deming  b.  1681  m.  Mercy  Bridgham  b.  1675 

David  Deming  b.  1709  m.  Mehitable  Champion  b.  1720 

Ira  Buell  b.  1745  m.  Prudence  Deming  b.  1741 

Nathan  Bassett  b.  1769  m.  Mehitable  Buell  b.  1774 

Ozias  Buell  Bassette  b.  1807  m.  Emeline  Eno  b.  1805 

Frederick  Henry  Bassette  b.  1839  m.  Margaret  Anderson  b.  1844 
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JONATHAN  GILLETT  b. - 

MARY -  m. - 

b. -  d.  Aug.  23,  1677 

d.  May  14,  1681 

1629/30,  Mch.  20.  P  18  Dorchester  Hist  (1851): 
Among  the  140  Pilgrims  who  left  England  today 
for  New  England  in  the  Mary  &  John  we  believe 
one  was  Mary  the  bride  of  Jonathan  Gillett.  Her 
last  name  unfortunately  has  never  been  revealed 
so  far  as  we  know.  For  some  six  years  she  lived  at 
Dorchester,  Mass.,  where  three  of  her  children 
were  born;  then  with  her  tender  little  charges  she 
moved  to  Windsor,  Conn. 

1676/7,  Feb’y  6.  Vol.  I,  p  872  Stiles:  This  is 
the  date  of  Rev.  Matthew  Grant’s  list  of  church 
members  in  Windsor  “that  were  so  in  Dorchester 
and  came  up  here  with  Mr.  Wareham  and  are  still 
of  us.”  One  of  them  is  “Jonath  Gillet’s  wife.” 

1677,  Aug.  8.  In  his  will  her  husband  says:  “My 
will  is  that  my  wife  shall  be  my  sole  executrix.” 
She  is  given  practically  the  whole  estate  during 
life  only.  She  came  into  the  executorship  only  15 
days  later  when  he  died. 

1677,  Dec.  21.  Vol.  I,  p  884  Stiles:  She  is  on 
Rev.  Matthew  Grant’s  list  of  this  date  as  “The 
Widow  Gillett”,  the  title  of  the  list  reading  as  fob 
lows:  “The  account  of  persons  taken  into  church 
communion  and  years  when,  that  are  now  living 
Dec.  21,  1677,  only  yet  living  that  came  from  Dor- 
Chester  in  full  communion.” 

1681,  May  14.  Vol.  II,  p  290  Stiles:  Her  son 
Jonathan,  writing  of  his  son  Ebenezer’s  birth  says 
in  the  Gillett-Holcomb  bible:  “His  Grandmother 
dyed  in  May  14,  ’81.”  Assuming  that  she  was  a 
bride  of  20  when  she  landed  it  would  give  her  a 
life  of  71  years  which  we  judge  to  be  approximately 
the  truth.  In  Vol.  47  N  E  H  &  G  a  writer  gives 
Jan’y  5,  1685  as  date  of  her  death,  but  the  above 
discredits  it,  while  the  latter  date  coincides  with 
the  death  of  her  son  John’s  wife  Mary. 


1629/30,  Mch.  20.  P  3  Gillett  Gen  (1898):  A 
company  of  140  Pilgrims  of  the  Counties  of  Devon, 
Dorset  and  Somerset,  England,  sets  sail  today  for 
America  with  Rev.  John  Warham  and  Rev.  John 
Maverick  as  pastors,  in  the  Mary  &  John  on 
which  they  had  preaching  every  day  on  the  voy¬ 
age.  Jonathan  Gillett  and  his  brother  Nathan 
were  of  this  company.  The  English  ancestry  is 
uncertain.  A  strong  circumstantial  case  is  made 
in  Vol.  41,  p  283  N  Y  G  &  B  Reg.  to  show  that 
William  Gyllett  of  Chaffcombe,  Somerset  County, 
was  probably  the  father.  In  said  William  Gyl- 
lett’s  will  proved  Apl.  16,  1641,  he  mentions 
daughters  Habiah  and  Mary;  sons  Nathan,  Wil¬ 
liam,  Thomas,  Jeremiah;  brother  Richard,  and 
kinsman  Henry  Hutchins.  The  will  does  not 
mention  Jonathan,  but  Jonathan  had  a  son  Jere¬ 
miah  and  Nathan  a  daughter  Abia.  Neither  Na¬ 
than  nor  Jonathan  receive  any  bequest  because 
they  doubtless  received  their  portions  before  leav¬ 
ing  for  America.  Nathan  is  mentioned  in  the  will 
only  casually  as  giving  his  father  a  power  of  attor¬ 
ney.  Again  he  makes  bequest  “to  all  my  children 
in  England"  indicating  that  others  were  in  New 
England.  The  claim  that  Rev.  Jacque  de  Galet 
of  Scotland,  who  fled  Aug.  24,  1572  from  France 
because  of  the  massacre  of  St.  Bartholomew’s  day, 
was  either  father  or  grandfather  of  above  William, 
seems  to  some  rather  far-fetched. 

1630,  May  30.  P  18  Dorchester  Hist  (1859;: 
The  Mary  &  John  company,  140  strong,  arrives 
off  Nantasket  beach,  having  been  71  days  on  the 
water.  On  June  6th,  the  first  Sunday  after  land¬ 
ing,  services  of  praise  were  held  under  the  open 
sky.  The  whole  company  repaired  to  Dorcehster, 
where  they  became  first  settlers  and  proprietors. 
In  this  party  were  also  our  Buell,  Holcomb  and 
Vore  families.  In  the  year  1633  Jonathan  Gillett 
returned  to  England  for  some  reason  or  other  as 
shown  in  item  following. 

1634,  June.  Vol.  II,  p  89  Stiles:  A  Windsor 
family  still  have  a  copy  of  the  Geneva  Bible  of 
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1599  brought  to  N  E  by  Jonathan  Gillett.  It  is  called  the  “Bear  Bible”  because  it  was  clawed  deeply  by 
a  bear  when  it  was  under  a  window  to  hold  it  up.  In  this  Bible  there  is  this  written  note:  “My  father 
Gillett  came  into  new-inglan  the  second  time  in  June  in  the  yeare  1634  and  Jonathan  his  sonne  was 
born  about  half  a  yeare  aftur  he  cam  to  land.” 

1635,  Apl.  17.  Vol.  1,  p  15  T  V,  Dorchester:  “It  is  graunted  to  Jonathan  Gellet:  to  fence  in  halfe  an 
acre  of  ground  about  his  house  leaving  a  sufficient  highway.” 

1635,  May  6.  Vol.  I,  p  153  M  B  C:  Jonathan  Gellctt  of  Dorchester  was  made  a  freeman  of  Massachu¬ 
setts  Bay  Colony  today  at  Court  in  Boston.  Up  to  Aug.  23,  1636  (beginning  of  Church  Records)  there 
were  but  84  to  be  made  free  at  Dorchester. 

1636,  Apl.  16.  Vol.  II,  p  2b9  Stiles:  Jonathan  Gillet  with  his  brother  Nathan  came  to  Dorchester 
Mass.,  with  Rev.  Warham  and  (both)  to  Windsor  with  the  first  emigration.”  So  says  Stiles  and  this  har¬ 
monizes  with  Rev.  Matthew  Grant’s  record  made  in  1677.  The  Dorchester  History  says  the  last  men¬ 
tion  of  Jonathan  Gillett  there  was  on  July  5,  1636  as  below;  but  this  does  not  mean  necessarilv  that  he 
was  there  on  that  date.  Unlike  the  extremely  difficult  overland  trip  of  the  Hooker  party,  which  left 
Cambridge  for  Hartford  this  same  summer,  the  Dorchester  company  came  by  boat  all  the  way  to  Wind¬ 
sor.  Of  this  trip  the  Windsor  History  says,  “With  the  first  dawn  of  Spring  (April  16,  I636)'those  who 
had  been  compelled  to  return  to  Dorchester  again  turned  their  faces  toward  the  Connecticut.  They 
comprised  the  larger  part  of  the  Dorchester  Church  with,  as  some  say,  their  surviving  pastor  Rev.  John 
Warham.  Their  settlement  at  Matianuck  was  named  Dorchester  after  their  Massachusetts  home,  but 
this  name  soon  gave  way  to  Windsor. 

“About  the  same  time  Mr.  Pyncheon  and  others  from  Roxbury,  Mass.,  settled  at  Agawam,  now  the 
city  of  Springfield.  And  in  June  following,  came  the  venerable  Hooker  with  his  companions  from  Cam¬ 
bridge,  who  settled  at  Suckiang,  now  the  city  of  Hartford.  Wethersfield  also  began  its  settlement  nearby; 
and  thus  simultaneously,  in  the  rich  soil  and  the  choicest  spots  of  the  beautiful  Connecticut  Vailey’ 
were  the  seeds  planted  which  were  destined  to  take  root  and  germinate  into  a  mighty  Commonwealth. 
And  the  history  of  that  commonwealth  for  almost  three  centuries  has  borne  witness  to  the  strong  faith 
and  courageous  persistence  of  its  founders,  so  appropriately  and  significantly  expressed  in  the  motto  of 
colony  and  state,  ‘Qui  Transtulit  Sustinet’.” 

1636,  June  27.  Vol.  I,  p  22  T  V,  Dorchester:  Thirty  nine  acres  of  meadow  in  the  marsh  are  distributed 
to  15  citizens  of  Dorchester.  Jellet  s  is  granted  2  acres;  also  one  lot  “at  Little  River  in  vicinity  of  mill 
between  the  mill  and  the  foot  of  stoney  hill;”  also  one  lot  “the  other  side.”  One  order  of  the  Court  at 
Dorchester  was  that  certain  parties  “promise  to  fetch  all  the  cowes  from  Jonathan  Gillet’s  house  to 
Mr.  Woolcoots.  ” 

|4  1636>  July  5-  P  23  Do:  Certain  “ground  about  Rocky  hill”  is  granted  to  Mr.  Ludlow  and  others 
the  bounds  being  (togeather  with  the  wayes)  from  Jonathan  Gillets  pale  and  so  round  to  their  severall 
grounds.  ” 

1640/1,  Jany  11.  Vol.  I,  p  41  L  R,  Windsor:  /‘Jonathan  Gillett  hath  graunted  from  the  plantation  a 
homelott  foure  acres  bounded  by  Nathan  Gillett  west,  the  millbrooke  south  &  the  Rivulett  north;”  also 
“in  the  little  neck  three  acres  and  halfe  bounded  by  Nathan  Gillett  west  &  Richard  Vore  east;”  also 
“in  the  upper  end  of  Phelps  meadow  22  acres  bounded  by  Nathan  Gillett  south;”  also  “five  acres  west 
according  to  the  running  of  a  water  in  the  swampe;”  also  over  the  River  16  rods  wide  and  iy2  miles 

long;  also  30  acres  “bounded  north  and  south  by  the  common” 

These  land  records  at  Windsor  were  not  begun  until  about  4  years  after  the  settlement.  Stiles  defines 
the  homelot  above  as  “beginning  about  40  r.  east  of  Mill  highway  and  N.  of  Mill-brook.  It  lays  across 
Pleasant  st.  extension  from  the  Mill-brook  S.  to  Hollow  Falls  highway  N.”  His  brother  Nathan’s  lot 

lay  on  the  west  side  and  parallel  with  it.  Jonathan  Gillett’s  grandson  Josiah  inherited  this  homestead 

property. 
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1648.  On  page  10  of  the  old  Ledger  of  Henry  Wolcott  Jr.  of  Windsor  we  find:  “A  noatc  of  the  Aples 
I  sould  1648:  It  to  Jonathan  Gillet  one  peck,  £0-1-3.” 

1649/50,  Feb’y  6.  Vol.  II,  p  1  G  C:  The  Court  orders  Jonathan  Gillett  and  Tho:  Buckland  to  pay  the 
Windsor  tax  for  the  "composition  for  Seabrooke’’  for  the  year  1647  before  the  first  of  the  next  month. 
This  undoubtedly  means  that  they  were  the  constables  of  Windsor. 

1652.  P  33  Henry  Wolcott  ledger:  “Sold  to  Jonathan  Gillet  4  hundred  pounds  of  hay  £0-5-0.”  Nathan 
Gillet  buys  2^  C  for  £0-3-0. 

1653,  Dec.  1st  Thurs.  Vol.  II,  p  44  C  C:  Jonathan  Gillett  is  on  the  jury  of  the  County  Court;  and 
in  the  next  seventeen  years  he  served  at  least  17  times  as  juryman  in  this  Court,  from  1663  to  1671  being 
entered  as  "Jonathan  Gillett  Senr.  ” 

1655/6,  Feb’y  16.  Vol.  I,  p  28  T  V:  “At  a  towne  meeting  ye  capitall  Lawes  ware  read.  Also  Jonathan 
Gillit  and  Abraham  Randall  ware  chosen  cunstabls  for  yc  nixt  year.”  The  Court  at  Hartford  had  to 
confirm  the  election  as  follows. 

1655/6,  Mch.  1st  Thurs.  Vol.  II,  p  85  C  C:  “Jonath  Gillett  sworne  for  Constable  for  Wyndsor.” 

1656,  June  5.  P  88  Do:  “Jonath  Gillett  pit  contra  Jeams  Enose  defendt  in  an  action  about  the  death 
of  a  mare  to  the  dammage  of  7  pounds.”  The  jury  finds  “for  the  pit  £5  damage  and  cost  of  Courte.” 
This  is  endorsed  as  settled  on  June  9,  ’65  -  nine  years  later. 

1658,  June  25.  Vol.  II,  p  104  G  C:  John  Cullick  of  Hartford  gives  receipt  to  Jonathan  Gillett  and 
Abraham  Randal  constables  in  Windsor  for  £26-15-06  for  Windsor's  1656  “tax  for  yc  Fort  at  Seabrooke.” 

1659/60,  Jan’y  18.  Vol.  I,  p  178  Stiles:  Jonathan  Gillett  and  his  wife  paid  6s  as  their  tax  for  the  privi- 
lege  of  sitting  in  one  of  the  long  seats  at  Church. 

“There  was  a  flood  in  Connecticut  in  the  year  1661,  June,”  says  the  Gillett-Holcomb  ancient  Bible. 

1663,  July  2.  Vol.  Ill,  p  5  C  C:  “Elizabeth  Seger”,  says  the  Court,  “thou  art  here  Indited  By  the 
name  of  Eliz.  Seger  for  not  having  the  feare  of  God  before  thine  eyes  ....  as  also  that  thou  hast 
committed  ....  &  hast  spoken  Blasphemy  against  God  ....  The  Jury  returne  that  they  finde 
the  prisoner  Guilty  of  the  Inditement  in  that  perticuler”  of  breaking  the  seventh  commandment.  Jonath 
Gillett  Sen’r  and  Will"'  Goodrich  were  members  of  this  jury.  It  is  a  witchcraft  case  as  well  as  an  in¬ 
dictment  of  other  sins. 

1664/5,  Mch.  7.  Vol.  II,  p  3  T  V:  “A  record  of  sumes  paying  for  seates  in  the  meting  howse  beside 
those  that  have  payed  to  Will:  buell:  Jona:  Gillet  payed  for  his  seat  to  Nat.  Cook  6s-0;  Sam.  Bissell 
paid  for  a  seat  to  Nat.  Cook  6s-0.” 

1665,  Apl.  28.  Vol.  I,  34  L  R:  “Nasseeheeg,  sachem  of  Paquanack,  have  sold  to  Jonathan  Gillet  Sen., 
of  Windsor,  a  parcell  of  Swamp  or  marsh,  containing  12  acres,  called  Matacomacok.”  This  was  outside 
the  west  bounds  of  Windsor,  southerly  of  the  swamp  belonging  to  Edward  Griswold. 

1669,  Oct.  11.  Vol.  II,  p  519  G  C,  Ptd:  Jonath:  Gillet  Sen’r  is  on  the  list  of  Windsor’s  freemen  per 
census  of  this  date.  His  brother  Nathan  was  also  enrolled  as  well  as  the  three  boys  Cornelius,  Jonathan 
Jun’r  and  Joseph.  This  census  had  been  ordered  by  the  General  Court  on  May  13,  1669  as  a  sort  of 
protective  measure. 

The  Virginia  plantation  was  needing  protective  measures,  too,  these  days  as  reflected  by  the  later 
Bacon  Rebellion  and  other  trials  which  followed  the  grant  of  Charles  1 1  this  year  to  Lord  Culpepper 
and  Henry,  Earl  of  Arlington,  of  the  Northern  Neck”  lying  between  the  Rappahannock  and  Potomac 
Rivers,  together  with  “all  the  dominion  of  land  and  water  called  Virginia,  for  the  term  of  31  years,  to¬ 
gether  with  quit-rents,  escheats,  the  power  to  grant  land,  and  all  other  powers  of  absolute  sovereignty.” 

1669/70,  Mch.  9.  Vol.  XXI,  p  194  CHS:  “Jonathan  Gillet  Sen”  reports  four  persons  in  his  house  and 
eight  bushels  of  corn. 
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1671,  April  5.  Vol.  Ill,  p  109  C  C  :  Jonath.  Gillet  Sen’r  is  on  the  jury  of  the  County  Court  sitting 
today.  Our  Isaac  More  and  John  Denting  were  also  on  it  while  our  Anthony  Hawkins  sat  among  the 
Majistrates. 

1674,  Aug.  25.  Vol.  I,  p  97  L  R:  Jonathan  Gillett  Seno.  and  James  Enno  exchange  some  land  in  the 
long  meadow  at  Windsor.  Following  this  in  the  record  without  date  is  a  deed  beginning:  “Jonathan 
Gillet  suner  has  by  Purchase  of  his  Brother  Nathan  Gillet  now  of  Simesbury  a  parcell  of  howseland  in 
Windsor  with  the  Howseing  ....  bounded  easterly  by  ye  Howseland  of  Jonathan  Gillet  Juo\  ”  The 
next  deed  says:  “This  was  asigned  oufer  to  Jeremy  Gillet  by  his  mother  february  16:  1677.” 

1675.  Vol.  I,  p  885  Stiles:  Deacon  Moore’s  Church  account  entry,"  Received  of  granted  in  ’75,”  has 

an  item:  “Jonathan  Gillett  Sen . £(M'0.” 

1675.  P  88  Do:  In  the  tax  for  the  Rivulet  ferry  Jon  Gillet  Senr  is  classed  among  37  in  Windsor  as 
having  “a  family  and  a  horse.”  In  the  same  class  were  Jon.  Gillet  Junr.,  John  Gillet  Sen.,  and  Corn. 
Gillet.  Among  132  on  the  tax  list  these  are  the  only  Gilletts  thereon  -  all  in  one  class.  The  classes  ranged 
from  “one  family  a  horse  and  4  oxen”  to  a  “single  man”  with  no  animals. 

1675,  Vol.  II,  p  38  T  V:  Treasurer’s  account  for  1675:  One  item  is  “Jonathan  Gillett  senr  and  Cor¬ 
nelius  his  sonn  2  wolves,  £0-16-0.”  Wolves  were  a  great  menace  to  the  Colonists;  but  Indians  were  more 
so  just  now  while  King  Philip’s  War  rages. 

1676,  July  10.  Vol.  II,  p  463  G  C,  Ptd:  “The Councill,  being  informed  that  through  the  good  hand  of 
God  upon  us,  or  people  of  this  Colony,  have  bountifully  affoarded  som  supply  for  or  brethren  in  dis¬ 
tress  in  or  neighbor  Colonyes,  have  thought  meet  to  desire  that  or  brethren  of  Windsor  would  improve 
what  they  have  gathered,  to  supply  those  in  want  that  are  removed  by  reason  of  the  rage  of  the  enemy 
into  their  towne;  and  y‘  the  remaynder  of  it  be  distributed  amongst  the  people  of  Springfield  in  dis¬ 
tress,  and  those  upper  townes,  according  to  the  good  discression  of  Deacon  Jn°  Moore,  John  Loomys, 
Jonath:  Gillet  Senr  and  Jacob  Drake.”  Jonathan  Gillett  Scn’r  contributed  4s  6 d  to  this  fund. 

1676/7,  Feb’y  6.  Vol.  I,  p  872  Stiles:  Forty  one  years  after  the  settlement  of  Windsor,  Rev.  Matthew 
Grant  makes  a  list  of  “21  members  who  were  so  in  Dorchester  and  came  up  with  Mr.  Warham  and  are 
still  of  us.”  Both  Jonathan  and  his  wife  Mary  are  in  the  list;  also  brother  Nathan  Gillett. 

1677,  Aug.  8.  Vol.  Ill,  p  192  C  C:  “The  Last  Will  &  testament  of  Jonathan  Gillet  senr  of  Windsor: 
I  Jonathan  Gillet  senr  of  Windsor  in  the  County  of  Hartford  being  at  prsent  very  ill  &  under  distemper 
of  body  above  ordinery  not  knowing  the  Lord’s  will  &  pleasure  whither  he  may  take  me  out  of  this  world 
at  present  doe  think  meet  to  make  this  my  last  will. 

“Imprimis  My  will  is  that  my  wife  shall  be  my  sole  executrix,  and  my  sonn  Josiah  Gillett  shall 
take  the  care  for  the  Improvement  of  his  Mother’s  estate  for  her  Use  and  Benefit  that  I  shall  leave  her 
whilst  she  lives,  which  is  she  shall  have  ye  Use  &  Benefit  that  may  be  made  of  the  Houseing  &  lands  of 
both  my  Houselotts,  my  one  and  that  which  was  my  Brother  Nathan  Gillett’s,  which  are  both  9  acres; 
also  at  ye  upper  End  cf  1st  Meadow,  or  that  is  Timothy  Phelps.  All  that  remains  yet  to  me  since  I  set 
out  3  acres  to  my  sonn  John;  allso  two  acres  joyneing  to  Josiahs  his  six  acres;  allso  in  the  Tenn  acres  that 
was  Mr.  Warhams  she  shall  have  the  use  of  six  acres;  allso  20  acres  of  my  Woodland;  allso  in  moveables 
as  cattell  of  all  sortes  excepting  2  steers  which  Josiah  is  to  have;  &  all  houseold  goods  my  wife  is  to  have 
the  use  &  dispose  of  after  my  decease. 

“Secondly  My  will  is  that  after  my  decease,  as  I  have  expressed,  that  my  son  Josias  shall  take  ye  care 
on  him,  to  be  an  help  and  ayde  to  his  Mother  in  what  shee  needs  his  labor  to  manage  her  ocasions,  and 
after  her  decease  he  shall  enjoy  for  his  owne,  for  himselfe  and  his  heirs  forever,  my  now  dwelling  house 
and  all  the  appurtenances  to  it,  with  5  acres  of  house  land  &  all  other  parcels  of  land,  as  are  expressed 
to  be  his  Mother’s  for  her  use  whilst  she  lives,  only  excepting  the  House  &  4  acres  of  ye  Houseland  to 
it,  which  my  sonn  Jeremy  shall  posses  for  his  owne  after  my  wife’s  decease;  ye  6  acres  in  ye  2nd  Meadow 
I  set  out  to  him,  he  is  to  possess  for  his  one  at  present. 
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j™ rd,y’  W‘”  ,S  ^  lf,the  ^  should  take  me  and  m>'  Wife  both  of  us  away  by  Death  within 
this  4  years  after  ye  date  hereof,  my  son  Josiah  shall  pay  some  legacies,  as  to  his  Brother  Jonathan  Cillett 

14  and  a  gunn  and  to  his  Brother  Cornelius  Cillett  £4  &  to  my  daughter,  Peter  Browne’s  wife  £2  and 

ZZ^n8  ?  r  7y,lyer'ife  £2’  and  t0  ye  tW0  child™  which  I  have  taken  that  Ze  my  "n 

20  acres  nfW  ^  J°™than  £5’  and  >’e  8arle  £5-  My  son  Jonathan  is  to  have  the  other 

20  acres  of  \vood  and  jommg  to  ye  20  acres  expressed  to  my  wife.  He  is  to  have  his  20  acres  next  to 

Thomas  Barber  10  acres  of  it  1  give  him,  ye  other  10  he  hath  bought.  Also,  Jonathan  and  Cornelius 
my  sons  are  to  have  my  1 1  acres  without  ye  West  Bounds  of  Windsor,  betwixt  them,  after  my  decease 
And  my  son  John  Cillett  to  have  6  acres  of  ye  other  parcel  without  ye  Bounds  at  present,  and  Jeremie 

to  ave  the  remainder  of  it.  Cornelius  is  to  have  one  acre  by  the  Mill  Brooke  &  John  Gillett  three  acres 
north  of  my  wives  six  acres. 

Witness:  Nathaniel  Chauncey  Jonathan  Gillett 

Mathew  Grant 

1677,  Aug.  17.  Vol.  I,  p  882  Stiles:  Rev.  Matthew  Grant  allots  to  Jonathan  Gillett  Sen'r  seven  chi|- 

leu 8 Mohnncn'l«tSO-r  the  same  list  Jonathan  Gillett  junT  has  3;  Cornelius  Gil- 

Jett  8,  John  Gillett  i.,  Joseph  Gillett  7;  and  Nathan  Gillett  8. 

1677,  Aug-  23  P  880  Do:  Rev.  Matthew  Grant  records  his  death  this  way:  “Aug.  23  77  Jonathan 
G,  let  sen  died  ”  This  date  of  death  at  Windsor  is  also  given  in  the  Probate  Records.  No  record  we 
believe,  reveals  his  age.  Circumstances,  however,  would  show  that  he  had  attained  at  least  the  age  of  65. 

De-f7IohnU\w'  y°wni’  P  CtC:  <An  Invcntory  of  the  estate  of  Jonathan  Gillett  senr  of  Windsor, 
who  d  h  W‘ndsor’ >hn  Loornys  &  Mathew  Grant  mett  at  the  house  of  Jonathan  Gillett  Senr 

o  dyed  the  23  day  of  this  August  to  take  the  Inventory  of  his  estate  &  present  to  the  court  next  weeke: 

Firstly  his  Dwelling  &  barn  houseland  five  acres  &  orchard  one  part  of  it 
For  aples  on  the  Trees  £2-10 s  &  hops  in  severall  yardes  10£  both 
his  dwelling  house  that  was  his  Broth:  Nathans  dc  4  acres  of  houseland 
In  the  hyer  end  of  the  first  meadow  neer  4  acres  sett  at 
In  lpwer  end  the  second  meadow  eight  acres  sett  at 
Twenty  acres  of  Woodland  west  side  the  Mill  brooke  at 
Six  acres  of  Upland,  improved,  set  at 

Without  the  West  Bounds  of  Windsor,  common  land  15  acres 


In  Moveables  2  steeres,  2  cows,  3  calves,  six  swine,  all  set 

Indian  Corn  on  Ground  Wheet  &  Rye  in  Barn  &  Hay  made  &  to  make 

his  wareing  cloathes  in  the  perticulars  presented 

A  great  Bible  &  2  other  bookes,  table.  Forme,  chayres  &  Tabls 

10  other  lines  of  household  &  farm  items 


£70-00-00 

12-10-00 

40-00-00 

20-00-00 

30-00-00 

10-00-00 

12-00-00 

06-00-00  £200-10-00 


£25-00-00 

14-10-00 

02-10-00 

01-16-00 

29-04-00 


£73-00-00 


forTw^'  State'of  ^  PriC“  Wkh  paid  *  Maasachusef^Tar 

in  rvIn,SAPt’  M a  P164  Do:  ,"The  Last  wm  &  Testament  of  Jonath:  Gillett  of  Windsor  was  exhibited 
ptoved  together  with  an  Inventory  of  his  estate  ....  the  Relict  made  oath  that  she  made 
a  true  presentment  of  the  estate  of  the  deceased  to  the  appraizers.” 


CHILDREN 

(first  three  bom  probably  at  Dorchester,  Mass;  last  seven  bom  at  Windsor,  Ct.) 

1.  CORNELIUS  b  —  a  1633;  m.  Priscilla  Kelsey  he  d.  June  26,  1711,  ae  a  78  she  d  _ 

Hhinv'y,  °£“;  ^  J°mCd  thC  ChUrCH  °n  Jan'  I6’  1665’  She  j0incd  the  Windsor  church  in  Feb’y.  1671. 

2.  JONATHAN  b.  Dec.,  1634;  m  (1)  Apl.  23,  1661,  Mary  Kelsey  (see  below) 


9  ch 
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3.  MARY  b.  a  1636;  m.  July  15,  1658,  Peter  Brown  Sen’r;  she  d.  he  d.  Mch.  9,  1691/2,  ;r  60  14  eh 

They  lived  in  Windsor  where  he  joined  church  June  22,  1662,  she  having  owned  Half-Way  Cov’t  July  17  1659- 
his  inv’y,  £40S- 15-06. 

4.  ANNAbp.  Dec.  29, 1639;  m.  Oct.  29,  1663,  Samuel  Filley;  shed.  Nov.  18, 1711,172  he  d.  Jan’y  4,  171 1/12,  11  ch 

a:  69 

Church  record  specifically  mentions  her  as  "his  first  bom  at  Windsor.”  They  lived  at  Windsor,  Massaco, 
and  Windsor  again;  his  inv’y,  £327-03-02. 

5.  JOSEPH  bp.  July  25,  1641;  m.  Nov.  24,  1664,  Elizabeth  Hawkes;  he  d.  Sept.  18,  1675,  ae  34  she  d.  before  7  ch 

Apl.,  1682,  as  a  36 

They  lived  at  Simsbury  till  1673;  then  at  Deerfield,  Mass.  There  he  was  killed  by  the  Indians  "with  Capt. 
Lathrop  and  the  flower  of  Essex”  when  his  Company  was  slain  at  Muddy  Brook,  "that  black  and  fatal  day 
wherein  were  eight  persons  made  widows,  and  six  and  twenty  children  fatherless,  all  in  one  little  plantation 
and  one  day,  and  above  sixty  persons  buried  in  one  dreadful  grave.” 

6.  SAMUEL  bp.  Jan’y  22,  1642/3 

He  is  not  mentioned  in  father’s  will;  probably  died  young. 

7.  JOHN  b.  Oct.  5,  1644;  m.  July  8,  1669,  Mary  Barber;  he  d.  a  Nov.,  1682,  ae  38  she  d.  Jan’y  5,  1685/6,  as  35  6  ch 

They  were  of  Windsor  and  Simsbury;  his  inv’y,  £140-14-06. 

8.  ABIGAIL  bp.  June  28,  1646;  she  d.  1648,  se  2 

Abigayle  Gillet  was  one  of  25  persons  to  die  in  Windsor  in  1648. 

9.  JEREMIAH  t.  Feb’y  12,  1647/8;  m.  Oct.  15,  1685,  Deborah  Bartlett;  he  d.  Mch.  1,  1692/3,  ae  45  she  d.  3  ch 

Sept.  29,  1753,  ae  87 

They  were  residents  of  Simsbury;  his  inv’y,  £56-12-00.  She  m  (2)  Samuel  Adams. 

10.  JOSIAH  bp.  July  14,  1650;  m.  June  30,  1676,  Joanna  Tainter;  he  d.  Oct.  29,  1736,  ae  86  she  d  Jan’v  23  11  ch 
1735,  ae  a  80  J  7  ' 

They  lived  in  Simsbury;  he  d.  at  Colchester. 


JONATHAN  GILLETT 

MARY  KELSEY 
b.  a  1641 
d.  Apl.  18,  1676 
ae  a  35 


b.  Dec.,  1634 

m  (1)  Apl.  23,  1661 
Mary  Kelsey 
m  (2)  Dec.  14,  1676 
Miriam  Dibble 


he  d.  Feb’y  27,  1697/8,  *  64 


1641.  Mary  Kelsey  was  born  in  Hartford  Conn., 
where  her  parents  were  living  at  this  time.  Her 
birth  is  not  recorded,  but  this  approximates  her 
birth  year.  Hartford  itself  was  but  a  baby  of  five 
years  standing  when  she  appeared  -  the  third  of 
some  half  dozen  children. 


1634,  Dec.  Vol.  I,  p  289  Stiles:  According  to  the 
entry  in  a  Geneva  Bible  of  1599  Jonathan  Gil¬ 
len  Jun’r  was  born  this  month.  The  entry  reads 
thus:  ‘‘Jonathan  his  sonne  was  born  about  half  a 
yeare  after  he  (his  father)  came  to  land  the  second 
time.”  [See  ref.  under  June,  1634  above.] 

^  1657,  May  21.  Vol.  II,  p  80  G  C:  “Jonath: 
Gillet  Junier  was  made  free  before  the  Court”  at 
Hartford.  He  was  now  23.  It  was  no  doubt  be¬ 
tween  this  time  and  his  marriage  4  years  later  that 
he  bought  that  part  of  the  Hydes  lot  in  Windsor 
lying  east  of  the  Mill  road  and  probably  built 
there. 


1676,  Apl  18.  Vol.  II,  p  2S9  Stiles:  Anold  1661,  Apl.  23.  Vol.  I,  p  57  B  M  D,  Windsor: 
church  record  gives  this  as  the  date  of  her  death  "jonathan  Gi|Ut  Junr:  of  tWs  Xow„  and  M 

in  Windsor.  She  had  married  at  20;  had  borne  Kelsie  of  Hartford  were  married  April:  23d:  1661." 

4  children;  and  died  at  the  early  age  of  35.  Her  Jonathan  is  27  wMe  Mary  is  about  20  The 

husband  lived  on  for  22  years  after  her  decease.  record  is  in  Windsor  though  probably  the  wedding 

was  at  her  house  in  Hartford. 

1662,  Apl.  6.  Vol.  I,  p  873  Stiles:  Jonathan  Gillett  is  admitted  to  the  Windsor  Church  today  as  per 
the  record  made  by  Rev.  Matthew  Grant.  Wife  Mary  does  not  appear  to  have  joined  with  him. 


1662,  Dec.  13.  Vol.  I,  p  55  L  R,  Windsor:  ‘‘Jonathan  Gillet  the  younger  hath  by  purchase  landwch 
was  Richard  Saxtones  and  now  made  over  to  the  said  Jonathan  by  Sara  Saxton  widow.  It  is  in  quanthie 
fower  acres  and  is  bounded  north  by  the  land  of  the  said  Sara  Saxton  ....  Jonathan  Gillet  juner 
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hath  graunted  to  him  by  the  comite  of  the  Court  ....  fifteen  acres  of  meadow'  and  plowing  land  at 
Masaco  at  the  West  side  of  the  River,  in  a  straight  lyne  from  the  River  106  rodd”  ....  He  pur- 
chased  also  of  Lidda  Parson  widow  12  acres  at  Masaco  on  the  West  side  of  the  River  bounded  South 
by  the  land  of  said  Jonathan. 

1664,  Sept.  13.  Vol.  II,  p  121  L  R,  Simsbury:  Jonathan  Gillett  Jun’r  of  Windsor  buys  of  Widow- 
Persons  of  Windsor  all  her  right  in  12  acres  on  West  side  of  the  River  at  Masaco,  under  the  upland  South 
by  the  land  of  Jonathan.  Recorded  May  27,  1712,  forty  eight  years  later. 

1667/8,  Mch.  16.  Vol.  II,  p  10  T  V,  Windsor:  “Chosen  for  to  goe  the  preambulation  w-hen  called 
Jonathan  Gillett  iune,’’  and  two  others,  “in  case  one  of  the  other  should  not  be  w-ell.” 

1668,  Anno.  Vol.  I,  p  5  T  V,  Simsbury:  “There  is  granted  unto  Jonathan  Gillet  an  Addition  of  Some 
Land  that  Lay  Behind  his  Land  that  he  had  formerly  by  purchase  at  Masaco  which  was  to  runn  from  his 
other  Land  home  to  the  upland.  It  was  partly  in  consideration  of  Some  Land  that  w-as  taken  away 
upon  account  of  an  Indian  Squa  which  was  two  Accors  and  he  is  also  to  do  a  suitable  proportion  of  Fences 
as  other  men  doe  theirs.” 

1669,  Oct.  11.  Vol.  II,  p  519  G  C,  Ptd:  With  his  father,  his  uncle  Nathan,  and  his  two  oldest  brothers, 
he  appears  on  the  freeman’s  census  for  Windsor.  Eleven  of  our  direct  ancestors  are  among  the  1 13  listed 
for  Windsor. 

In  1669  La  Salle,  the  French  explorer,  at  age  26,  left  his  trading  post  above  Montreal  to  find  the  way 
to  China  by  way  of  the  Ohio  River  which  he  supposed  from  Indian  reports,  flowed  into  the  Pacific. 
Learning  later,  how-ever,  from  Joliet  and  Marquette’s  discovery,  that  the  main  river,  the  Mississippi, 
flowed  into  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  he  turned  his  explorations  to  this  river  which  finally  he  descended  to 
its  mouth  where  he  set  up  a  cross  and  the  Arms  of  France,  Apl.  9,  1682. 

1672/3,  Mch.  6.  Vol.  Ill,  p  128  C  C:  Jonath  Gillett  Jun’r  is  on  the  jury,  where  he  served  also  in 
Mch.,  1675/6  and  in  Dec.,  1677. 

1673,  Feb’y  10.  Vol.  I,  p  885  Stiles:  In  Deacon  Moore’s  Church  account  w-ith  title,  “Granted  Feb’y 
10,  ’73  and  by  what  he  received  at  that  levy,”  Jonathan  Gillet  Jun’r  is  credited  with  £0-2-0. 

1674,  Mch.  27.  Vol.  II,  p  33  T  V,  Windsor:  “Jonathan  Gillet  Jun  for  mending  ye  rime  of  ye  drume 
£0-2-0.” 

1675,  Jan’y.  Vol.  I,  p  88  Stiles:  Jon.  Gillet  Jun  is  taxed  by  the  town  on  same  basis  as  his  father,  that 
is,  as  being  head  of  a  family  and  owner  of  one  horse. 

1676,  June  11.  P  228  Do:  “This  is  the  account  of  what  persons  gave  to  the  volantory  contribution 
made  for  the  poor  in  want  in  other  colonies  upon  motion  sent  to  this  colony  of  Connecticut.  It  was  done 
June  11,  ’76.”  This  was  given  for  the  King  Philip  War  sufferers.  The  Gillets  in  the  list  are:  “Jonathan 
Gillet  Senr  £0-4-6,  Jonathan  Gillet  Jr  £0-2-6,  Nathan  Gillet  £0-2-6,  Cornelius  Gillet  £0-2-6,  Josias 
Gillet  £0-2-6,  John  Gillet  £0-1-3.” 

1676,  Dec.  14.  Vol.  I,  p  57  B  M  D,  Windsor:  “Jonathan  Gillet  Jun’r:  married  to  Merriam  Dible 
Decmbr :  14th:  76:  by  Capt.  Nubery.”  Stiles  says  she  d.  in  childbed  Apl.  18,  1687,  but  this  is  incorrect 
as  probate  shows.  Mary  Kelsey,  w-ife  of  Jonathan,  died  in  April.  Now  8  months  later  he  takes  a  Windsor 
girl,  Miriam  Dibble,  age  31,  to  be  mother  of  the  three  children.  He  is  now  42.  On  May  13,  1703,  five 
years  after  his  death,  Miriam  receives  the  permission  of  the  General  Court  to  contest  the  will  of  her 
father  Thomas  Dibble. 

1677,  Aug.  17.  Vol.  I,  p  8S2  Stiles :  Revr  Mathew  Grant’s  list  shows  that  Jonathan  has  had  3  chil¬ 
dren  born  in  Windsor  “from  our  beginning  hitherto  so  far  as  I  am  able  to  find  out.”  There  were  4  so 
born  up  to  this  date,  in  fact,  but  one  had  died  in  infancy. 

1679,  Oct.  Vol.  I,  p  23  T  V,  Simsbury:  The  Commite  appoynted  by  the  Hon’d  Generali  Court  Oct. 
1679  for  the  settleing  of  ye  plantation  of  Simsbury  being  met  this  month  of  March  1679/80  Determine 
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as  followeth :  Under  “Hope  meadow  men  to  build  according  to  order”  we  find  Jonathan  Gillett  among 
others. 

1679,  Dec.  24.  Vol.  IV,  p  34  C  C:  Jonathan  Gillett  helps  to  appraise  the  estate  of  James  Egleston 
of  Windsor  whose  death,  because  it  was  so  sudden,  was  referred  to  a  jury.  They  found  “upon  oath  that 
he  was  by  the  providence  of  God  taken  by  a  swond  and  so  dyed.”  He  was  the  husband  of  Hester  Wil¬ 
liams,  the  first  white  child  born  at  Hartford,  while  next  year,  1680,  she  became  the  wife  of  our  James 
Eno. 


1679/80,  Mch.  4.  P  22  Do:  The  Widow  Egleston  is  made  executrix  of  her  husband’s  estate  and  the 
Court  appoints  Mr.  John  Loomis,  Jonathan  Gillett  &  Cornelius  Gillett  to  assist  her. 

1680,  Sept.  2.  P  28  Do:  Joneth:  Gillett  and  brother  Cornel:  Gillett  are  on  the  jury  of  the  County 
Court. 


1683,  Apr.  4.  P  69  Do:  Jonathan  is  made  overseer  of  his  brother  John’s  estate,  appraised  at  £140-14-06. 
He  had  left  wife  Mercy  and  5  children  under  10  years  of  age. 

1683,  Apl.  4.  P  69  Do:  “These  were  appoynted  for  the  Grand  Jury:  Jonathan  Gillett,  Steven  Heart 
Samuel  Bissell”  .... 


1683,  Oct.  29.  P  74  Do:  Jonathan  Gillett  was  a  member  of  the  Jury  of  Inquest  which  found  that  Thomas 
Evens,  aged  ten,  lost  his  life  by  reason  of  a  barrel  of  water  falling  out  of  the  cart  which  his  father  was 
driving,  and  pushing  the  boy  betore  it,  fell  on  his  skull  and  crushed  it.  James  Ennoe  also  was  on  the 
jury. 

1688/9,  Jan  y  24.  Vol.  II,  p  58  T  V,  Windsor:  Jonathan  Gillet  is  chosen  way  warden,  one  of  three. 
1691,  June.  P  39  “Josiah  Wolcott’s  Booke: 


Debits:  Anno  1691  Johnth  Gyllett  is  Dr  vizt 

June  1691  To  Soe  much  due  to  BaII«  in  L  A,  fol  7 
1692  To  2%  yds  Red  Cotton  at  4 d  pr  wt 
To  soe  much  dew  on  Gibbs  acclt 
Janr  1684  To  V/%  yrds  Searge,  Lutestring  &c 
June  1696  To  4%  yds  Chamlet,  4%  yds  Ghent  &c 
To  five  other  lines  of  charges  . 


JC-s-d 
0-16-2 
0-  9-0 
1-  3-9 
3-  6-5 
1-15-6 

3-  0-2  £10-10-0 


Credits:  Mch  1692  By  Wheat  &  Indian  Corne  pr  box 
June  By  15%  yds  Saebing  at 
Mch  1693  By  6  pecks  of  wheat 

1684  By  2  bus  wheat  at 

1685  By  37  yds  Saebing  at  21d  yd  . 

86  By  6%  yds  ditto  <5,  21 d  yd 

June  88  By  20%  yds  of  Saebing  at 

By  7  other  lines  of  credits,  no  cash 


0-  9-9 
1-  7-0 
0-  6-0 
0-  8-0 
3-  4-9 
0-11-3 

1- 15-6 

2-  8-9  £10-11-0” 


1694,  Aug.  25.  Vol.  VI,  pp  49  50  C  C:  “I  Jonathan  Gillett  of  Windsor  doe  make  ordaine  and  declare 
my  last  Will  &  Testament  in  manner  &  forme  following:  I  give  to  my  son  William  all  my  Houseing  & 
Lands  lying  in  the  Township  of  Simsbury,  except  5  acres  of  Marsh  lying  under  the  Mountaines.  I  give 
to  my  sd  son  William  half  my  Marsh  lying  in  the  Township  of  Windsor  at  Wash  Brooke,  he  to  have 
the  south  end  which  adjoins  Simon  Drake.  Also  I  give  him  10  acres  of  Woodland  which  my  Father 
gave  me  as  it  abutts  south  on  the  Land  of  Thomas  Barbour.  I  give  him  a  Gunn  and  a  Sword. 

“I  give  to  my  loving  wife  Meriam  the  benefit  of  all  my  Houseing  and  Lands  in  Windsor  (except  what 
is  befor  given  to  my  son  William)  until  my  son  Jonathan  is  21  years  of  age,  and  then  I  give  my  sd  wife 
y2  of  my  Houseing  and  Lands  during  her  naturall  life  in  case  she  continue  a  wido  but  in  case  she  marry 
again,  then  I  give  her  £3-10  per  Annum  to  be  paid  by  my  son  Jonathan  out  of  the  rent  of  my  housing 
and  Lands  in  said  Windsor:  and  1-3  of  my  Moveable  Estate  (except  my  arms  &  ammunition). 
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“  I  give  to  my  son  Jonathan  all  my  Houseing  and  Lands  at  Windsor  (except  those  given  to  son  William), 
and  also  the  Land  I  bought  and  am  to  have  of  Father  Dibble,  he  to  enter  upon  Vo  of  sd  houseing  and 
Lands  at  21  years  of  age,  and  the  other  half,  after  the  decese  of  my  wife  in  case  she  does  not  marry  but 
if  she  does  marry  he  may  have  the  other  half  and  pay  his  mother  £3-10s  per  year. 

“I  give  to  my  daughter  Mary  10  Shillings  besides  what  I  have  already  given  her.  I  give  to  my  daugh¬ 
ters  Hannah  &  Miriam,  to  each  of  them,  1-3  part  of  my  Moveable  Estate  except  10  Shillings,  to  be  taken 
out  of  their  part. 

“  I  appoint  my  loveing  wife  Miriam  to  be  sole  executrix. 

Jonathan  Gillett,  L  S.” 

Witness:  Henry  Wolcott  Sen 
Nathaniel  Gillett 

1694,  Sept.  6.  Vol.  V,  p  184  C  C  :  On  the  death  of  Jacob  Bissell  of  Simsbury  the  Court  appoints 
Jonathan  Gillett  and  James  Enno  to  assist  the  widow  Mrs.  Mary  Bissell  who  w-as  left  with  one  son. 

1695,  Apl.  10.  Vol.  V,  p  85  C  C:  “Jonathan  Gillett  in  behalfe  of  his  brethren  &  sisters  plntf”  brings 
suit  against  Sam’l  Adams,  administrator  of  Jeremy  Gillett’s  estate,  for  the  return  of  that  part  of  the 
estate  due  to  them.  “The  Jury  find  for  the  plntf.  the  surender  of  the  estate  in  controversy  or  £30  &  cost 
of  Court  £1-0-06.” 

1695,  Apl.  30.  Vol.  VI,  p  36  CC:  Jonathan’s  brother  Jeremiah  had  died  in  Mch.,  1692  0,  and  a  differ¬ 
ence  arose  as  above  over  the  settlement  of  the  estate  between  Jeremiah’s  brothers  and  sisters  and  Samuel 
Adams  who  has  lately  married  Jeremiah’s  widow  Deborah.  Jonathan  is  the  chief  complainant.  Now 
they  all  come  together  “that  the  sd  Difference  may  be  put  to  an  End”  and  agree  on  a  settlement.  The 
signers  arc:  Jonathan  Gillett,  Cornelius  Gillett,  Josiah  Gillett,  Samuel  fTilley,  Peter  Brown,  Samuel 
Adams  and  Deborah  Adams. 

1697,  Nov.  10.  P  1  Do:  Jonath.  Gillett  is  one  of  the  jury  of  12  men  at  Hartford  today.  Twenty  nine 
cases  of  probates  and  damages  and  other  suits  came  before  this  Court. 

1697/8,  Feb’y  27.  Vol.  I,  p  45  B  M  D:  “Jonathan  Gillet  Dyed  Febr:  27th:  1697/8.”  The  date  is 
repeated  in  the  Probate,  which  quite  frequently  comes  to  our  relief  when  all  other  records  fail.  Thus 
Jonathan  Gillett  lived  to  the  age  of  three  score  and  four,  sixty  two  years  of  which  were  spent  at  Windsor 
from  its  earliest  day  till  now. 

1697/98,  Feb’y  27.  Vol.  VI,  p  50  C  C:  “An  Inventory  of  the  Estate  of  Jonath  Gillet  of  Windsor  who 
deceased  ye  27th  of  Feb’y  in  the  year  1697. 


Impr  Wearing  Cloths  £7- 10s;  house,  bam  &  homestead  £85  .......  £92-00-00 

Cyder  house  mill  presses  &  Irons  pertaining  .........  15-00-00 

four  Acres  Meadow  £24;  1H  Acres  in  Great  Meadow  £10-I0s  ......  34-10-00 

two  acres  bought  of  old  Goodm  Dible  but  not  made  over  to  Jonath  Gillet  according  to  law  .  14-00-00 

about  20  acres  Woodland  by  mill  brook  ..........  15-00-00 

Ten  acres  more  of  Wood  Land  towards  Granite  hill  in  sd  Jonath  Gillett’s  possession  &  deemd  his  for 

many  years .  05-00-00 

Land  in  Wash  brook  £12,  A  yoke  of  Oxen  £10,  2  Cowes  £8  .......  30-00-00 

his  proportion  of  Jeremiah's  land  £4  ..........  04-00-00 

A  two  year  old  £2;  1  year  old  20s;  5  swine  £2-14s  ........  05-14-00 

A  mare  &  Colt  £2;  cart  Irons,  plow  Irons  &  other  Iron  tooles . 05-10-00 

By  the  whole  of  his  lands  at  Symsbury  being  50  acres  as  to  the  best  of  our  Information  with  the  house 

standing  on  ye  same .  100-00-00 

Nine  more  lines  of  household  &  farm  items  ..........  39-19-00 


Capt  Tim0  Phelps  and  James  Eno  ..........  £360-13-00 


“The  names  and  ages  of  the  children: 

Willm  Gillet  24  years  Jonath  13  years  Hannah  16  years” 

Mary  Bissell  31  years  Mirriam  10  years. 

1698,  Apl.  5.  P  50  Do:  “The  Relict  of  Jonath  Gillet  appeared  in  Court  at  Windsor  and  made  oath 
that  she  had  made  a  true  presentment  of  the  Estate  to  the  apprizers  as  far  as  at  present  she  knows  and 
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if  more  comes  to  her  knowledge  she  will  cause  it  to  be  aded  to  the  Inventory.  Debts  due  from  the  es- 
tate  of  Jonath  Gillet  amounting  to  £39'0(M)0.” 

1698,  Apl.  5.  P  21  Do:  “The  Last  Will  &  Testament  of  Jonath  Gillet  of  Windsor  deceased  was  ex- 
hibited  in  Court  proved  accepted  by  the  Court  and  ordered  to  be  recorded.  An  Inventory  of  his  Estate 
was  also  exhibited  in  Court  and  oath  made  thereto  by  the  Wido  that  she  made  a  true  presentment  of 
the  Estate  to  the  Appraizers.  ” 

1698,  Oct.  13.  Vol.  Ill,  p  317  G  C:  “Liberty,  and  full  power  is  by  this  Court  granted  to  Miriam 
Gillett  of  Windzor,  widdow  and  relict  of  Jonathan  Gillett  deceased,  to  confirme  to  Cornelius  Gillett  of 
the  said  town  about  five  or  sixe  ac'3  of  marsh  land,  which  the  said  Jonathan  Gillett  sold  to  him  the  said 
Cornelius  in  his  life  time.” 

1700,  May  17.  Vol.  VI,  p  140  C  C:  “Miriam  Gillett,  the  Relict  of  Jonathan  Gillett,  request  this  Court 
that  Y  acre  of  Land  not  disposed  of  by  the  Will  be  allotted  to  her  to  aid  in  the  Payment  of  Debts.  There 
being  no  provision  in  the  Will  for  the  payment  of  Debts  she,  being  Executrix,  is  necessitated  to  pay 
them  out  of  her  own  particular  Legacy.”  (The  Court  gave  her  the  Land). 

1719,  Oct.  6.  Vol.  IX,  p  112  P  Ct:  “Upon  the  Complaint  made  by  Jonathan  Filley,  Josiah  Filley, 
John  Filley  and  Thomas  Gillett  of  Windsor  and  Joseph  Gillett  of  Hartford,  a  Sumons  was  Issued  to 
cite  Jonathan  Gillett,  John  Graham  and  his  wife  Priscilla,  Cornelius  Brown  of  Windsor,  and  Josiah 
Gillett  of  Colchester,  to  show  reasons,  if  any  they  have,  why  Adms  should  not  be  granted  on  some  part 
of  the  Estate  of  said  complainants’  grand  Father  Jonathan  Gillett,  sometime  of  Windsor,  Deceased. 
Not  granted.” 

1721/2,  Feb’y  2.  P  115  Do:  Peter  Browne,  in  will,  gives  to  daughters  land  “which  was  formerly 
Jonathan  Gillett’s”  (his  father'indaw). 


CHILDREN 

(first  four  by  first  wife;  last  six  by  second  wife;  all  were  born  at  Windsor,  Ct.) 

1.  MARY  b.  Apl.  5,  1665;  she  d.  soon 

2.  MARY  b.  Oct.  21,  1667;  m.  a  1690,  Jacob  Bissell;  she  d.  Aug.  19,  1734,  a:  67  he  d.  Aug.  1,  1694,  ac  30  1  ch 

They  were  of  Simsbury;  his  inv’y,  £166-16'09.  She  m  (2)  June  30,  1698,  Sergt.  Peter  Buell  of  Simsbury.  He 
had  m  (1)  Mch.  31,  1670,  Martha  Cozzens  of  Taunton  and  had  had  9  children.  Martha  d.  May  22,  16S6,  and 
he  m  (2)  a  1687,  Mercy  Strong  who  d.  May  4,  1688,  ac  22.  Ten  yrs  later,  at  54,  he  m  (3)  Wid.  Mary  Gillett 
above  and  they  had  4  children.  4  ch 

3.  JONATHAN  b.  Feb’y  18,  1670/71;  he  d.  Sept.,  1683,  ae  12 

4.  WILLIAM  b.  Dec.  4,  1673;  m.  Sept.  14,  1699,  Mary  Sexton  (see  below) 

5.  THOMAS  b.  May  31,  1678;  he  d.  June  11,  1678,  “a  11  days  old” 

6.  EBENEZER  b.  Oct.  28,  1679;  he  d.  Dec.  17,  1680,  x  1 

7.  SAMUEL  b.  Dec.  18,  1680 

He  died  before  will  of  Aug.  25,  1694,  at  which  time  he  would  have  been  14. 

8.  ANNA  (HANNAH)  b.  Sept.  18,  16S2 

This  record  is  in  the  “Gillett-Holcomb”  ancient  Bible. 

9.  JONATHAN  b.  Oct.  15,  1685;  m.  a  1707 - ;  he  d.  Sept.  5,  1708,  ac  23  shed. -  1  ch 

He  was  of  Windsor  and  had  one  child  Jonathan. 

10.  MIRIAM  b.  Mch.  14,  1688 


WILLIAM  GILLETT 

MARY  SEXTON 
b.  May  4,  1678 
d.  after  husband 


b.  Dec.  4,  1673 

m.  Sept.  14,  1699 
d.  Jan’y  27,  1718/19 
ae  45 


1673,  Dec.  4.  Vol.  I,  p  15  B  M  D,  Windsor: 
“William,  son  of  Jonathan  Gillet  was  born  De- 
cember  4th,  1673.”  His  birth  year  is  notable  for 
the  famous  journey  of  Joliet  and  Marquette  down 


THE  GILLETT  FAMILY 


331 


1678,  May  4.  Vol.  I,  p  34  B  M  D:  “Mary 
Saxton  Daughter  of  John  Saxton  was  born  May 
4th:  1678.”  She  was  an  only  daughter  with  only 
two  younger  brothers.  This  record  is  at  Windsor, 
though  the  parents  probably  already  had  a  home 
at  Simsbury.  From  babyhood,  therefore,  she  knew 
the  voices  of  the  woods  -  the  howling  wolf  and  the 
whining  wild-cat  among  them. 

1718/9,  Jan’y  5.  Vol.  IX,  p  319  P  Ct,  Hartford: 
The  probate  of  her  father  John  Sexton’s  estate 
shows  “daughter  Mary  the  wife  of  William  Gil- 
lett.”  This  was  only  22  days  prior  to  the  death  of 
Mary’s  husband.  Thus  within  two  months  she 
loses  father  and  husband  and  in  addition  two  boys 
just  budding  into  manhood  -  more  than  a  half  of 
the  family.  Yea,  though  I  walk  through  the  Valley 
of  the  shadow  of  death,  I  will  fear  no  evil  for  thou 
art  with  me,  thy  rod  and  thy  staff  they  comfort  me. 

-  Psalm  23. 

“O  Earth,  so  full  of  dreary  noises! 

O  men,  with  wailing  in  your  voices! 

O  delved  gold,  the  wailer’s  heap! 

O  strife,  O  curse,  that  o’er  it  fall! 

God  makes  a  silence  through  you  all, 

And  ‘giveth  His  beloved,  sleep’.” 

-  Mrs.  Browning. 

1719,  Apl.  7.  The  administration  of  her  hus¬ 
band’s  estate  was  granted  to  Mary  Gillett,  widow. 

1721,  June  22.  Vol.  IV,  p  258  T  V:  “Jonathan 
Holcomb  and  Mary  Gillet  Widdow  ware  Married 
June  ye  22,  1721.”  Both  were  now  43.  Jonathan 
was  a  grandson  of  our  Thomas  Holcomb.  His  first 
wife  Mary  had  died  June  21,  1720,  leaving  4  or  5 
children.  The  knot  was  tied  at  Simsbury. 

1730,  Nov.  3.  Vol.  XI,  p  29  P  C,  Hartford: 
Mary  and  Jonathan  Holcomb,  administrators, 
were  ordered  to  court  to  render  account  and  per¬ 
fect  the  inventory  of  her  first  husband’s  estate. 

1731,  Apl.  6.  P  42  Do:  Mary  Holcomb,  admin¬ 
istrator,  now  presents  to  the  court  a  record  of  her 
administration.  She  is  now  53  years  old.  We  have 
no  further  record  of  her,  neither  have  we  a  record 
of  her  2d  husband’s  death. 


the  Mississippi  River  as  far  as  the  confluence  of 
the  Arkansas  River,  being  thus  the  first  Europeans 
to  explore  the  “Father  of  Waters.”  Marquette 
in  beautiful  and  descriptive  language  tells  about 
it  in  his  “Voyage  et  decouverte  de  quelques  pays 
et  nations  de  l’Amerique  Septentrionale”  (trans¬ 
lated  1852). 

1694,  Aug.  25.  When  William  reaches  the  age 
of  21  his  father  makes  his  will  in  which  he  gives 
“my  son  William  all  my  Houseing  and  Lands  lying 
in  the  Township  of  Simsbury,  except  5  acres  of 
Marsh  lying  under  the  Mountains.  I  give  to  my 
sd  son  William  half  my  Marsh  lying  in  the  Town¬ 
ship  of  Windsor  at  Wash  Brooke  which  adjoins 
Simon  Drake.  I  give  him  ten  acres  of  Woodland 
which  my  Father  gave  me  that  abutts  south  on 
the  land  of  Thomas  Barbour.  1  give  him  a  Gunn 
and  a  Sword.” 

1696.  Vol.  2]/2,  p  3  T  V,  Simsbury:  “Mr. 
Dudley  Woodbridge’s  rate  made  and  published 
for  a  whole  year  1696.”  There  are  68  names  in 
this  list,  William  Gillett  appearing  with  tax  of 
£00-13-04.  In  1697  the  minister’s  rate  was  based 
on  a  £34  list  for  William  Gillett  with  rate  of 
£00-17-00. 

1697,  June  20.  Vol.  2)4,  p  28  (back)  T  V:  There 
are  54  signers  among  the  names  of  those  who  have 
subscribed  to  the  proposition  to  give  to  Rev.  Mr. 
Woodbridge,  “in  case  he  settle  among  us,  3  days 
labor  for  4  years  to  bring  his  land  in  tillag.”  Wm. 
Gylet  is  one.  On  p  21  of  Vol.  2\2,  without  date,  is 
a  list  of  53  freemen  of  Simsbury,  Wm.  Gillett  being 
one  of  these. 

1697/8,  Feb’y  27.  William’s  father  had  housing 
and  lands  both  at  Windsor  and  at  Simsbury.  Wil¬ 
liam  inherits  those  at  Simsbury  on  the  death  of  his 
father  this  date,  while  the  housing  at  Windsor  goes 
to  the  widow.  William  being  now  24  years  old  was 
probably  operating  the  property  at  Simsbury  and 
probably  from  now  on  his  interest  in  the  neighbor¬ 
ing  farmer’s  daughter  Mary  Sexton  increases. 

1699,  Sep.  14.  Vol.  I,  p  0  reversed,  L  R:  “Wil¬ 
liam  Gillet  the  Son  of  Jonathan  Gillet  of  Windsor 
was  married  to  Mary  the  daughter  of  John  Saxton 
ye  14th  of  September  1699.” 


1700.  Vol.  2J^,  p  10  T  V:  The  minister’s  rate  for  the  year  is  paid  by  76  citizens.  Willm  Gyllet  pays 
£00-14-09  and  he  is  the  only  Gillett  in  the  list.  In  the  same  year  William  Gillit  worked  one  day  at  2s 
credit  “at  the  geting  of  fort  Timber  for  to  fortifie  Mr.  Woodbridge’s  house.”  On  p  19,  without  date,  we 


332 


BASSETT  GENEALOGY 


find:  “William  Gillits  car  mark  for  his  creatures  is  a  tope  cute  of  the  off  ear  and  a  slit  down  the 
same.” 

1702/3,  Mch.  5.  Vol.  II,  p  72  L  R:  William  Gillett  has  recorded  for  2d  time  “  10  Acres  in  Simsbury 
on  the  playne  which  his  father  Jonathan  Gillett  Bought  of  Mr.  Sam’l  Stone  Nov.  29,  1677.” 

1703/4,  Jan’y  3.  Vol.  2}$,  p  70  back  T  V:  “At  a  town  metting,  William  Gillet  is  chosen  collector  for 
ye  year  ensueing  to  gather  in  Simsbury  town  Rate.” 

1703/4,  Feb  y  7.  P  74  Do:  William  Gillet  desires  the  would  give  him  one  parcel  of  land  adjoyning 
to  his  own  land  in  the  crambery  marsh  between  that  and  the  highway  southwardly  of  Robert  Hoskins 
land  adjoyning.  Voted  in  ye  Affirmative.” 

1704,  Apl.  8.  P  68  Do:  William  Gillit  is  one  of  six  citizens  to  sign  a  notice  to  the  owners  of  meadow 
land  in  Hop  Meadow  that  they  propose  to  end  the  abuses  of  “being  laid  in  Common”  and  now  propose 
to  fence  their  lands  and  appeal  to  all  to  do  so  “for  the  preservation  of  their  yearly  crops.” 

1704,  Dec.  15.  P  78  Do:  “  It  was  voted  to  adde  50s  or  £3  for  the  relief  of  good"1  Gillet  or  such  other 
as  may  stand  in  need.”  Who  was  this  ?  It  could  not  be  William.  It  may  be  Grandfather  Gillett’s  brother 
Nathan  whose  wife  died,  Simsbury,  Feb’y  21,  1670,  he  having  been  granted  75  acres  of  land  for  sendees 
in  the  Pequot  War. 

1707,  May  12.  P  84  Do:  Articles  of  agreement  to  work  the  Copper  mine  at  Turkey  Hill  are  drawn  up 
and  signed  by  74  citizens.  Each  is  to  pay  the  town  “  10s  per  tun  in  cash,  ”  Willm  Gillet  being  one  of  the  74. 

1709/ 10,  Jan  y  9.  P  101  Do:  William  Gillet  desires  that  the  town  would  be  pleased  to  grant  him  a 
straye  of  land  between  his  own  land  and  the  highway  the  breadth  of  his  land  bettween  the  crambery 

marsh  and  the  highway  for  the  conveniency  of  fenceing;  he  is  not  to  prejudice  the  highway.  Voted  in  the 
affirmative.” 


1711,  Apl.  17.  P  108  Do:  “Lyst  of  Simsbury  Lands  taken  by  y*  sizers:  Willa  Gillit  mead  14a,  up¬ 
land  2a,  £5-6-0;  John  Saxton  23a  mead,  £8-1-0,”  etc. 

1714,  Dec.  20.  P  129  Do:  William  Gillit  desireth  that  the  town  would  be  pleased  give  him  a  small 
parcel  from  the  river  to  the  Gillet  upland  one  which  he  hath  Labored  and  wrought  into  tillage  and  for 
the  advantage  of  dreigning  his  other  boggy  land.  Voted  affirmatively.” 

1714,  Dec.  20.  P  129  Do:  “Those  that  engage  to  gett  wood  for  Mr.  Woodbridge  for  the  year  ensue¬ 
ing  at  price  7s  per  cord  are  as  foloweth”:  Thirteen  agree  to  get  3  cords  each:  “William  Gillet  3  cord.” 

1716,  Mch.  19.  Vol.  IX,  p  318  P  Ct:  John  Sexton  of  Simsbury,  father-in-law  of  William  Gillett,  says 
in  his  will:  “  I  give  unto  my  son-in-law  William  Gillett  6  acres  of  land  in  Bisscll’s  marsh.” 

1718/19,  Jan  y  27.  Vol.  I,  p  28  L  R:  “William  Gillett  of  Simsbery  Departed  this  Life  in  Simsbery 
January  the  twenty  Seventh  -  1719”.  He  was  yet  a  young  man,  only  45,  his  prime  yet  before  him. 
Probably  the  death  was  sudden  for  he  left  no  will.  There  may  have  been  epidemic  in  the  family  for 
two  of  the  boys  were  stricken  with  death  in  the  same  month. 

1718/19,  Jan’y  27.  Vol.  IX,  p  320  P  Ct,  Hartford:  “An  Inventory  of  the  Estate  of  William  Gillett 
Late  of  Symsbury  whe  dyed  Jan’y  27,  1718/19, 


Viz.  His  Wearing  Cloathes  Shoes  and  Hatt  £3-00-06;  armes  and  amunition  £1-17-06 
Land  in  Hopp  meadow  29  acres  £  1 16;  addition  of  Land  from  the  meadow  to  the  upland  £12; 
House  and  orchard  £  40;  Barn  &  the  remainder  of  the  home  Lott  £32;  a  small  addition 
North  of  the  house  Lott  up  to  ye  brooke  £20 

To  1  yoak  of  oxen  £9,  two  Cows  and  a  Calf  £6-15-0,  one  Steer  £3,  heifer  40s,  two  mares  £4  apeice, 
one  do  at  £2-10-00,  Colt  20s,  four  swine  at  £1-15-00,  Drum  24s,  Six  hives  of  bees  £3,  one 
deer  skin  drest  15s,  four  empty  bee  hives  2s,  three  spinning  wheels  6s,  fourty  runs  of 
Linnen  Yarn  40s,  one  old  bibie  and  other  book  6s,  four  hundred  of  Nailes  4s,  in  Bills  of 
Credit  42s,  Razor  2s/6d,  one  pockett  pistoll  2s,  four  acres  of  Land  in  Windsor  bounds  £5 
Balance  consisting  of  sundry  items . 

This  Inventory  taken  by  us  /  Nath"  Holcomb  Senr 
7  7  \  Andrew  Robe 


£  4-18-00 

201-00-00 


49-03-06 

25-00-00 

£280-02-04  ” 
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1719,  Apl.  7.  P  101  Do:  “This  Court  grant  Letters  of  administration  on  the  Estate  of  William  Gillett, 
Late  of  Symsbury,  deceased,  unto  Mary  Gillett  Widow,  Relict  of  the  sd  dec’d,  Provided  Bond  be  given 
according  to  Law  and  this  Court  order  that  she  render  an  account  of  her  Adms.,  on  or  before  the  first 
Tuesday  of  April  Anno  Dom.  1720.  An  Inventory  of  the  Estate  of  William  Gillett  was  now  exhibited 
by  Mary  Gillett  upon  oath.” 

1723,  Jan’y  2.  Vol.  Ill,  pp  24-27  Acts:  “At  a  town  meeting  the  town  granted  land  to  several  persons 
as  hereafter  expressed:”  “Gilets  Heires”  receive  100  acres,  they  being  89th  in  order. 

1727,  Apl.  4.  Vol.  X,  p  151  P  Ct,  Hartford:  John  Sexton,  brother  of  our  Mary  Gillett  and  executor 
of  his  father’s  estate,  appears  in  court  with  other  heirs  to  get  the  court’s  construction  on  the  wording 
of  the  father’s  will.  The  court  rendered  opinion,  but  “David  Eno  who  married  one  of  the  daughters  of 
William  Gillett  appealed  from  this  judgment  to  the  Superior  court.” 

1730,  Nov.  3.  Vol.  XI,  p  29  Do:  “Mary  Holcomb,  administratrix  of  the  Estate  of  William  Gillett 
Late  of  Symsbury  deed,  and  Jonathan  Holcomb  husband  of  the  sd  Mary  was  summoned  before  this 
Court  as  per  writ  of  Oct.  3d,  1730,  to  bring  an  accompt  of  their  adms.  on  sd  Estate  in  order  to  perfect 
the  Inventory,  and  the  sd  Holcomb  being  called  upon  Extraordinary  business  the  case  is  continued  to 
the  first  Tuesday  of  December  next.” 

1730,  Dec.  1.  P  32  Do:  “According  to  the  continuance  of  the  case  between  Mary  and  Jonathan  Hol- 
comb  of  the  one  party  administrators  and  Daniel  Gains  on  the  other,  the  sd  administrator  did  not  ap¬ 
pear.” 

1731,  Apl.  6.  P  42  Do:  “The  Administrators  account  was  now  exhibited  which  this  Court  accept, 
order  recorded  and  kept  on  file.  Said  account  amounts  to  £29-3-5.” 

CHILDREN 

(all  bom  at  Simsbury,  Conn.) 

1.  WILLIAM  b.  Sept.  1,  1700;  he  d.  July  16,  1736/7,  a?  37 

He  died  at  Simsbury,  as  the  record  says  “an  idiot". 

2.  JONATHAN  b.  Oct.  1,  1701;  he  d.  Jan’y  7,  1719,  a  18 

He  died  at  Simsbury,  same  month  as  father. 

3.  MARY  b.  Feb’y  29,  1702/3;  m.  Oct.  20,  1723,  David  Eno  (see  below) 

4.  RICHARD  b.  a  1705;  he  d.  Jan’y  3,  1719,  a:  a  14 

He  died  at  Simsbury,  same  month  as  father. 

LINE  OF  DESCENT 

David  Eno  b.  1702  m.  Mary  Gillett  b.  1702/3 

Capt.  Jonathan  Eno  b.  1739  m.  Mary  Hart  b.  1744 

Salmon  Eno  b.  1779  m.  Mary  Richards  b.  1785 

Ozias  Buell  Bassette  b.  1806  m.  Emeline  Eno  b.  1805 

Frederick  Henry  Bassette  b.  1839  m.  Margaret  Anderson  b.  1844 
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WILLIAM  GOODRICH 


m. 


b.  - 

d.  before  1631/2 


d.  a  Jan’y,  1631/2 


b. -  1631,  Apl.  4.  P  19  Goodrich  Fam  (1SS9):  This, 

the  date  of  William  Goodrich’s  will,  finds  him 
probably  well  past  middle  age  since  the  children 
are  grown  and  married  while  the  wife  is  dead.  He 

-  was  a  yeoman  of  Hegcssett,  County  of  Suffolk, 

England.  The  Goodrich  Genealogy  (18S9)  treats  of  this  line  correctly  while  Stiles  of  Wethersfield  is 
not  clear.  The  Thirty  Years’  War  had  been  raging  in  Europe  about  13  years  when  William  Goodrich  was 
making  the  will  which  follows.  The  next  year,  when  he  died,  the  great  Protestant  King  and  Chieftain 
Gustavus  Adolphus,  following  a  triumphant  march  through  Germany,  laid  down  his  life  also.  It  was  the 
battle  of  Lutzen  where  also  he  was  victorious;  but  alas  his  death  cut  off  all  hope  of  a  speedy  ending  of  the 
fatal  struggle. 


1631,  Apl.  4.  Do:  Abstract  of  will  of  William  Goodrich  of  Hegessett,  Co.  of  Suffolk,  yoeman,  in  the  Arch¬ 
deaconry  Court  of  Sudbury:  “To  John  Gooderich,  my  son,  all  my  houses,  lands,  and  tenements  in  Heges¬ 
sett  aforesaid,  both  freehold  and  copyhold,  and  he  to  pay  or  render  to  my  children,  namely,  to  William 
Gooderich,  my  son,  £16;  to  Elizabeth  Clarke,  my  daughter,  wife  of  Philip  Clarke,  £8;  to  Susan  Beamand, 
my  daughter,  wife  of  John  Beamand,  £8.  My  son  John  Gooderich  to  be  executor. 

“In  the  presence  of  John  Whyte;  the  mark  of  John  Bewley,  the  mark  of  Richard  Sharpe,  the  mark  of 
John  Copley.” 


1631/2,  Feb’y  2.  Do:  Will  proved. 


CHILDREN 

(all  except  3d  mentioned  in  father’s  will) 

1.  JOHN  b. - ;  m.  Margerie - (see  below) 

He  inherits  the  homestead  and  all  lands. 

2.  WILLIAM  b. - ;  received  £16  from  father's  will. 

3.  HENRY  b. - ;  he  d.  before  father 

He  is  not  mentioned  in  father’s  will,  but  is  mentioned  in  brother  John’s  will. 

4.  ELIZABETH  b. - ;  m.  Philip  Clarke.  She  receives  £8  from  father’s  will. 

5.  SUSAN  b. - ;  m  (1)  John  Lark;  she  m  (2)  John  Beamand.  She  receives  £8  from  father’s  will  and  is  men¬ 

tioned  in  brother  John’s  will  also. 


JOHN  GOODRICH 

MARGERIE - 

b.  - 

d.  - 


b. 

m. 

d. 


bur.  Apl.  21,  1632 


1631/2,  Feb’y  2.  P  19  Goodrich  Fam:  On  this 
date  of  probate  of  the  will  of  John  Goodrich’s 
father  William,  John  receives  all  the  houses,  lands 
and  tenements  in  Hegessett,  both  freehold  and 
—  copyhold.  He  was  also  executor  of  the  estate,  but 
he  hardly  lived  long  enough  to  exercise  the  trust  for  within  eleven  weeks  from  today  he  lays  down  his  life 
also.  John  Goodrich  was  a  well-to-do  merchant  of  Bury  St.  Edmond,  County  of  Suffolk,  -  a  clothier  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  will.  The  will  shows  industry,  piety,  vision,  while  high  spiritual  quality  and  sound  judg¬ 
ment  of  both  parents  is  revealed  in  the  strong,  noble  characters  of  the  children.  He  was  contempora- 
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neous  with  Lord  Bacon;  greatest  of  English  philosophers;  Descartes,  great  French  philosopher;  Kepler, 
illustrious  German  astronomer,  Rubens,  the  artist;  and  Ben  Johnson,  author. 

1632,  Apl.  14.  P  20  Do:  Will  of  John  Goderich  of  Burie  St.  Edmond,  in  the  County  of  Suffolk,  clothier, 
in  the  Archdeaconry  Court  of  Sudbury:  “ffirst  and  principallie  I  commend  my  sovvle  into  the  hands  of  the 
Almightie  God,  my  Creator,  and  to  Jesus  Christ,  his  onlve  sonne,  my  lord  and  onlye  Saviour,  by  the  merits 
of  whose  death  and  passion  I  steadfastlie  beleeve  to  have  free  p’don  and  forgivenes  of  all  my  synnes, 
and  to  be  made  p’taker  of  the  ioyes  of  heaven. 

To  Margerie,  my  wife,  my  house  wherein  I  now’  dwell  in  Bury,  and  my  land  in  Horningherth,  in  the 
County  of  Suffolk,  for  her  life,  and  on  her  death  to  descend  to  my  four  sons,  William  Gooderiche  the  elder, 
William  Gooderiche  the  younger,  John  Gooderich,  and  Jeremy  Gooderich. 

“To  my  son  John  Gooderich,  my  house  of  tenement  and  lands  in  Hessett,  in  the  said  County  of  Suffolk, 
my  said  wife  to  have  the  profits  till  my  son  John  Gooderich  shall  attain  twenty-one.  If  he  die  without 
lawful  issue  under  twenty-one,  then  the  property  to'  him  bequeathed  to  descend  and  come  to  the  said 
William  Gooderich  the  elder,  Wm.  Gooderich  the  younger,  and  Jeremy  Gooderich,  to  be  equally  divided 
amongst  them. 

“To  my  said  three  sons,  William  Gooderich  the  elder,  William  Gooderich  the  younger,  and  Jeremy 
Gooderich,  one  hundred  pounds  apiece  at  twenty-one.  If  any  die  under  twenty-one  and  without  issue, 
then  the  portion  or  legacy  of  him  or  them  so  dying  shall  come  to  the  rest  of  my  said  sons. 

“My  wife  to  have  the  managing  of  the  portions  during  minority,  and  the  increase  and  benefit  arising 
from  their  said  several  portions  to  be  for  their  education  and  maintenance,  and  for  binding  of  any  of  them 
forth  apprentices,  and  the  residue  to  be  delivered  to  my  sons  at  the  time  limited  for  payment  of  the  por¬ 
tions. 

"If  any  of  my  said  children  prove  rebellious,  stubborn,  and  disobedient,  and  refuse  to  be  maintained 
ordered,  and  governed  according  to  my  said  wive’s  discretion,  or  the  discretion  of  such  others  as  during 
their  minority  shall  have  the  managing  of  their  said  portions,  in  case  my  wife  die,  then  the  profits  and  in¬ 
crease  of  his  or  their  portions  that  shall  so  misdemean  shall  go  to  the  others  of  them  that  are  dutiful  and 
obedient.  Provided  that  my  wife  do  pay  all  such  legacies  contained  in  my  father’s  will,  which  on  my  part 
are  yet  to  be  paid. 

“To  Margaret,  daughter  of  my  brother  Henry  Goderich,  five  pounds  at  24,  and  to  William  Gooderich 
son  of  my  said  brother  Henry  Gooderich,  five  pounds  at  24,  with  benefit  of  survivorship.  To  the  two 
younger  children  of  my  sister  Susan,  by  her  first  husband  John  Lark,  forty  shillings  apiece  at  24,  with 
benefit  of  survivorship. 

To  the  poor  of  the  parish  of  St.  Mary  in  Bury,  forty  shillings  to  be  distributed  one  month  after  my 
decease.  To  the  poor  spinners  of  Drinkstone,  in  the  County  of  Suffolk,  twenty  shillings  to  be  distributed 
within  a  month  after  my  decease. 

“All  the  rest  of  my  goods,  chattels,  wares,  stock,  plate,  household  stuff,  and  moveables  to  Margerie,  my 
wife,  whom  I  make  sole  executrix. 

“Thomas  Chaplyne,  mercer,  Clement  Chaplyne,  brother  of  said  Thomas,  Jeremy  Stafford,  mercer,  and 
my  cousin,  Robert  Gooderich  of  Bury  St.  Edmunds,  aforesaid  supervisors,  and  for  their  pains  I  give  to 
every  one  forty  shillings.  If  my  wife  die  before  the  will  is  fully  performed,  and  have  not  nominated  any 
person  or  persons  for  the  performance  thereof,  then  my  said  supervisors  to  take  upon  them  the  performance 
and  shall  also  have  the  managing  and  employment  of  all  such  portions  as  shall  come  to  any  of  my  said 
children  after  the  decease  of  my  said  wife. 

“Witness:  Richard  Cooper  Harmon,  by  mark;  the  mark  of  Robert  Brichtnall,  Philip  Crowe.” 

1632,  April  21.  P  21  Do:  Entry  in  the  Parish  Register  of  St.  Mary,  Bury  St.  Edmunds:  “Burial.  - 
April  21,  1632,  John  Goderich,  Clothyer.” 

1632,  May  16.  P  20  Do:  Will  proved. 


' 
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CHILDREN 

(all  mentioned  in  father’s  will) 

1.  ENS.  WILLIAM,  the  elder,  b.  a  1620-1;  m.  Oct.  4,  1648,  Sarah  Marvin  (see  below) 

2.  REV.  WILLIAM,  the  younger,  b. - ;  m.  Rebecca - ;  he  d.  a  July,  1678  she  d.  Nov.,  1698 

He  was  a  clergyman,  presummably  at  Hegesset,  Suffolk  County,  England,  where  he  died  without  issue. 

[See  will  Vol.  5,  p  239  P  C,  Hartford,  Ct.]  He  willed  property  to  wife  Rebecca  and  to  sons  of  his  brothers 
William  and  John  who  were  in  America. 

3.  JOHN  b. - ;  m  (1)  1645,  Elizabeth  Edwards;  he  d.  April,  1680  she  d.  July  5,  1670  6  ch 

He  settled  in  Wethersfield,  Ct.  He  m  (2)  1674  Mary  Foote  Stoddard,  widow  of  our  John  Stoddard.  After 
he  died,  leaving  inventory  of  £651-10-00,  Mary  married  (3)  Lieut.  Thomas  Tracy  of  Norwich,  Ct.  Andrews’ 

New  Britain  history  says,  "the  Fort  or  Palisade  built  in  16S6  at  Great  Swamp  stood  just  back  and  south  of 
the  residence  of  the  late  Mr.  John  Goodrich  deceased.”  The  Fort  was  close  to  the  Wethersfield  line. 

4.  JEREMY  b. - ;  he  remained  in  England. 


ENS.  WILLIAM  GOODRICH 

SARAH  MARVIN 

bp.  Dec.  27,  1631  . 
d.  Dec.,  1701,  x  70 


b.  a  1620-21 

m.  Oct.  4,  1648 
d.  a  Oct.,  1676 
x  a  56 


1631,  Dec.  27.  P  927  Marvin  Gen  (1904): 
Baptismal  record  from  St.  Mary’s  Church  at 
Great  Bentley,  Essex,  Eng:  “Sarah  the  daughter 
of  Mathew  and  Elizabeth  Mervin  was  christened 
the  27th  of  December,  1631.”  She  was  the  4th 
among  ten  children  and  the  last  one  to  be  baptized 
in  England. 

1634,  Christmas.  P  288  Do:  In  the  Manuscript 
in  Augmentation  office  in  Rolls  Court,  Westmins¬ 
ter  Hall,  London,  wherein  permission  is  granted 
her  family  to  embark  for  America,  Sara  Marvyn 
appears  as  of  three  years  of  age. 

1635,  Apl.  15.  Do:  Among  the  passengers  of 
the  “  Increase ”  which  sails  today  for  the  New 
World  Sara  Marvyn’s  name  appears  again.  She 
arrives  in  New  England  about  June  first  and  comes 
with  the  family  to  Hartford,  Connecticut,  and 
grows  up  there.  Before  she  has  quite  reached  the 
age  of  seventeen  she  is  .ready  for  her  soldier  hus¬ 
band  who  is  probably  some  nine  or  ten  years  her 
senior. 

1676,  Dec.  6.  Oath  was  made  by  the  relict  of 
Ens.  Wm  Goodrich,  dec’d,  that  the  inventory 
presented  represented  a  true  presentment  to  the 
appraisers.  In  the  distribution  “the  widdow  re¬ 
ceived  £100  personall  estate  &  one  third  of  the 
real  estate  during  her  naturall  life.” 

1678,  Dec.  20.  Vol.  Ill,  p  58  P  Ct,  Fairfield,  Ct: 
In  the  will  of  her  father  Matthew  Marvin  of 


1620-1.  Bury  St.  Edmunds,  a  town  of  West 
Suffolk,  England,  is  pleasantly  situated  on  the 
river  Lark,  26  miles  N  W  of  Ipswich.  It  received 
its  name  from  Edmund  the  Martyr,  who  on 
Christmas  Day  856  A.  D.  was  crowned  here  King 
of  the  East  Angles.  Here  William  Goodrich  was 
born  somewhere  around  this  Mayflower  year. 

1632,  Apl.  14.  When  William  was  ten  or  eleven 
years  old  or  thereabouts  his  father  John  Goderich 
of  Burie  St.  Edmund  made  his  will  containing 
this  provision:  "To  my  said  three  sons,  William 
Gooderich  the  elder,  William  Gooderich  the 
younger,  and  Jeremy  Gooderich,  one  hundred 
pounds  apiece  at  twenty-one.”  William  Goodrich 
the  elder  and  his  younger  brother  John,  who  also 
was  to  receive  a  legacy  at  twenty  one,  did  not 
wait  in  England  for  it  but,  with  the  spirit  of 
adventure,  set  out  for  the  New  World  when  in  the 
neighborhood  of  fifteen  or  sixteen  years  of  age. 

1635.  Vol.  I,  p  29  Stiles:  This  authority  states 
that  William  and  his  brother  John  arrive  in 
Wethersfield  in  1635  or  the  year  following.  The 
report  that  they  came  from  Watertown,  Mass,  to 
Wethersfield  would  seem  to  be  discredited  by  the 
Goodrich  Genealogy.  There  were  in  Watertown 
a  William  and  a  John  Goodrich  at  this  early  day, 
probably  cousins,  but  neither  of  them  came  to 
Connecticut. 

1637,  May  26.  P22Do:  Ensign  William  Good¬ 
rich  is  credited  by  Stiles  as  being  among  the 
twenty  six  soldiers  of  Wethersfield  who  took  part 
in  the  capture  of  the  Indian  Fort  at  Mystic,  in 
the  Pequot  Campaign.  He  is  referred  to  later  by 
Stiles  as  a  “hero  of  the  Pequot  Campaign.” 
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Norwalk,  Ct.,  daughters  Sarah  and  Elizabeth  are 
not  mentioned,  neither  are  their  husbands  or 
children;  while  all  the  other  children  or  their 
families  are  remembered.  Perhaps  Sarah  and 
Elizabeth  were  rich  enough. 

1680.  Vol.  II,  p  372  Stiles:  The  widdow  Sarah 
Goodrich  marries  Capt.  William  Curtis  of  Strat¬ 
ford  and  moves  thither  to  live.  None  of  her  chil¬ 
dren  followed  her  apparently  and  none  settled  in 
Stratford.  Capt.  Curtis  died  in  Dec.,  1702,  se  84, 
outliving  Sarah  by  one  year. 

(  J697,  Oct.  21.  Vol.  V,  p  80  P  Ct,  Fairfield,  Ct: 
“Know  all  men  by  these  presents  that  I  Sarah 
Curtis  now  wife  to  Capt.  William  Curtis  of  Strat¬ 
ford  haveing  at  marriag  with  my  now  husband 
Reserved  of  all  my  Estate  left  me  by  my  former 
Husband  to  dispose  of  as  I  pleased  at  my  deth, 
not  knowing  how  soon  it  may  take  me  the  time 
being  so  uncertain,  Therefore  see  cause  to  make 
this  my  Last  will  and  Testament  to  dispose  the 
same  Estate  as  followeth: 

“  Impr  I  do  give  and  Bequeath  unto  my  four  sons 
John  GoodRich,  William,  David  and  Ephraim 
Goodrich  four  oxen  and  A  horse  to  be  equally 
devided  Amongst  them,  four  allso  two  year  old 
hefers  in  ye  same  manner  to  be  devided  to  them. 

“It.  I  Give  unto  my  son  In  Law  Robert  Wells 
one  Two  year  old  steer. 

“  It.  I  Give  unto  my  Grandchild  Abigaile  Fitch 
one  thre  year  old  heifier. 

“It.  Concerning  my  household  Goods  I  Give 
to  my  four  sons  above  writen  to  be  Equally  de¬ 
vided  except  the  two  pare  stiliards  the  great  pair 
I  give  to  Ephraim  and  the  Litle  pair  I  Give  to 
David. 

“  It.  Concerning  my  Chest  of  Lining,  and  other 
things  in  that  Chest  I  Give  to  my  four  GranChil- 
dren,  viz:  Sarah  Hollister,  Abegaile  ffitch,  Sarah 
Goodrich,  Prudence  Wells  all  in  that  Chest  to  be 
Equally  devided  unto  them. 

“It.  I  Give  to  my  Daughter,  Sarah  Hollister 
my  Brase  Spicmorter  &  pestle. 

“  It.  I  Give  to  my  Daughter  Mary  Butler  my 
Bible.  7 

Witness:  William  Curtis  Sarah  Curtis 
ffrancis  Hall.  her  S  marke” 

“October  21th:97  Visiting  Mrs.  Sarah  Curtis 
in  her  sickness  she  desired  me  to  loock  over  her 


1646/7,  Mch.  3.  Vol.  I,  p  108  L  R,  Wethersfield: 
William  Goodrich  here  records  his  land  holdings 
including  a  house,  barn  and  6  acres  of  land,  bought 
of  Thos.  U fiord,  bounded  by  highway  (Main  st.) 
E  and  Common  W;  house  lot  of  John  Nott  N,  and 
that  of  John  Westall  S.  There  are  nine  parcels  in 
this  U fiord  group,  including  117  acres  on  east 
side  of  the  river.  Following  these  are  recorded 
“the  lands  which  he  bought  of  his  brother  John 
Goodrich  lying  in  the  Great  Plain,”  &c.  Four 
parcels  are  in  this  group.  His  cattle  ear  mark  is 
recorded  in  Vol.  I,  p  7  T  V  as  follows:  “The 
marke  of  Willium  Goodrich  is  a  half  peny  of  the 
under  sid  of  booth  ears,  of  his  Catell  and  hoggs; 
which  he  intend  to  continue.” 

1648,  Oct.  4.  Vol.  I,  p  23  V  R,  Hartford:  “Wil¬ 
liam  Goodredg  was  maryed  to  Sara  marven 
October  the  forth  one  Thousand  Six  hundreth 
forty  &  eaightt.” 

Sarah’s  family  was  living  in  Hartford  at  this 
time  hence  the  wedding  was  there.  William  must 
have  been  about  twenty  seven  now  while  Sarah 
was  close  to  seventeen.  Both  were  well  born. 
William  was  evidently  a  good  money  maker  and 
Sarah  a  good  helper.  But  he  was  more  than  a 
money  getter.  As  deputy,  townsman,  &c.,  he 
took  a  leading  part  in  Colony,  Church  and  Town 
affairs. 

1649/50,  Mch.  7.  Vol.  II,  p  2  C  C:  “Mr  Rob¬ 
bins  and  Will  :Gutteridge  are  sworne  to  execute  the 
office  of  Cunstables  for  Wethersfield.”  Nothing 
appears,  however,  to  indicate  special  activity  in 
this  office.  Times  were  more  stirring  in  his  line 
across  the  water  where,  only  36  days  before,  King 
Charles  the  I  -  vague,  vacillating,  obstinate,  in¬ 
tolerant;  yet  a  good  husband,  father  and  church¬ 
man  -  was  executed  by  order  of  Parliament. 

1651/2,  Mch.  4.  Vol.  II,  p  31  CC:  Will:  Good¬ 
rich  serves  today  on  the  County  Court  jury  at 
Hartford.  He  was  called  to  the  same  service  at 
least  13  times  in  the  next  fourteen  years. 

1654/5,  Feb’y  24.  Vol.  I,  p  44  T  V:  Will: 
Goodrich  is  chosen  among  the  Townesmen  “To 
order  all  the  towns  occasions  except  giving  away 
lands.” 

1656,  May  15.  Vol.  II,  p  70  G  C:  “Persons 
made  free”,  is  the  blunt  way  this  important  event 
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Last  will  and  to  se  if  there  wear  nothing  wanting 
that  she  ought  to  do  farther;  finding  ye  will  to  be 
without  date  she  desired  me  to  date  it  October 
the  21st:  97,  and  to  Ad  that  she  Confirmes  all 
above  writen  exceping  the  pair  of  stiliards  Given 
to  David,  them  she  Gives  to  Joshua  Curtis.  In 
witness  hereof  I  have  affixed  my  hand  The  above 
writen.  Israell  Chauncy” 

“The  steer  Given  her  son 
in  law  Wells  she  gives  to 
Robert  Goodrich  April  4,  99.” 

1701/2,  Jan’y  16.  P  80  Do:  “Mr.  Israell 
Chauncy  and  Mrs.  Sarah  Chauncy  witnesses  to  the 
above  written  appeared  before  me  in  Stratford 
and  made  oath  yt  Mrs.  Sarah  Curtis  did  on  ye 
date  above  declare  to  them  that  ye  above  writen 
to  which  she  had  signed  was  her  last  will  with  the 
Alteration  under  writen  and  that  said  Mrs.  Sarah 
Curtis  at  the  same  time  was  of  sound  minde  and 
Good  understanding  and  memory. 

Joseph  Curtis,  asist.” 

“These  signifie  that  I  William  Curtis  of  Strat- 
ford  haveing  the  knowledge  of  my  Last  wifes  will 
above  writen  being  witness  to  it  do  Approve  & 
Allow  thereof  and  desire  that  the  above  sd  will 
may  have  probate. 

William  Curtis” 

1701/2,  Jan’y  17:  P  80  Do:  “Mrs.  Sarah  Curtis 
wife  of  Capt.  William  Curtis  of  Stratford  being 
deceased  her  last  will  being  Exhibited  to  ye 
Prerogative  Court  held  in  Fairfield,  said  will  being 
proved,  the  Court  do  Approve  thereof.  And  for 
as  much  as  there  not  being  An  Inventory  of  the 
whole  of  her  Estate  the  Court  do  grant  power  of 
Administration  unto  John  Goodrich,  Ephraim 
Goodrich  and  Abraham  Kimberly  they  to  obtain 
a  true  Inventory.” 

1702,  Dec.  15.  P9  Do:  “Capt  William  Curtis 
of  Stratford  being  aged  &  weak”  makes  will  which 
is  probated  Dec.  31,  1702.  His  inventory  totalled 
£346-10-00.  He  bequeathed  to  sons  Daniel, 
Ebenezer,  Zachariah,  Josiah  and  Joshua  Curtis 
and  to  daughters  Sarah  Wells  &  Elizabeth  Rose. 


is  recorded.  There  were  but  six  made  free  on  this 
occasion,  Wm  Gutteridge  being  one  of  them. 

1656,  June  5.  P  89  Do:  “Wm  Gutteridge  pit 
contra  John  Nott  defendt  in  an  action  for  detein- 
ing  of  swyne,  20s  dammage.”  The  Court  awarded 
the  plaintiff  “costs  of  courte. ” 

1656/7,  Mch.  12.  Vol.  I,  p  51  TV:  “Will: 
Goodrich  hath  ingaged  himselfe,  his  heirs  &c  to 
make  &  maintaine  the  meadow  gate  in  sufficient 
repaire  for  ever.”  In  return  the  town  frees  him 
from  making  &  maintaining  seven  rods  of  meadow 
fence. 

1657,  Mch.  16.  P  52  Do:  “The  Townsmen 
hath  appointed  William  Goodrich”  one  of  three 
“to  run  the  line  betwixt  Hartford  &  Weathers- 
field,  upon  the  twentie  sixt  day  of  this  instant 
March.” 

1659/60,  Mch.  5.  P  62  Do:  “  It  was  votted  that 
WilLGoodrich”  be  one  of  five  "to  lay  out  the 
Meadow  fence.” 

1660,  May  17.  Vol.  II,  p  125  G  C:  “A  Court 
of  Election  held  at  Hartford”  finds  Wm  Gutridge 
among  the  deputies.  He  is  representing  Wethers¬ 
field  for  the  first  time.  He  was  re-elected  in  the 
years  1662,  1665  and  1666  and  attended  eight 
sessions  up  to  Oct.  11,  1666. 

1660/1,  Feb ’y  22.  Vol.  I,  p  69  TV:  Will  Good¬ 
rich  &  Richard  Treat  are  among  the  Townsmen 
chosen.  Mr.  Goodrich  was  so  honored  again  in 
1663,  1666,  1672  and  1675,  the  year  before  his 
decease. 

1661,  June  6.  Vol.  II,  p  157  C  C:  The  Court 
appoints  William  Gutridge  and  Mr.  Treat  two  of 
four  to  distribute  the  estate  of  William  Colfax, 
amounting  to  £103-19-06,  “to  Widdow  Colfax 
and  ye  several  children.  The  widdow”,  says  the 
Court,  “is  not  to  Marry  another  before  security 
be  given  for  ye  children’s  portions.” 

1662,  May  15.  Vol.  II,  p  168  G  C:  “At  a  Court 
of  Election”,  we  find  “The  names  of  the  Grand 
Jury:  Willm  Wadsworth,  Tho:  Bull,  Deacon 
Butler,  John  Moore,  Tho:  Ford,  Ed:  Griswold 
Anthony  Hawkins,  Tho:  Judd,  John  Kilburn, 
Sam11  Boreman,  Will1"  Gutrich,  Nath:  White.” 


1662/3,  Mch.  11.  Vol.  I,  p  396  G  C:  “The  Magistrates  order  Sam:  Boreman  to  deliver  the  little 
Bible  and  a  paper  book  unto  Amos  Williams,  wch  was  given  to  him  by  his  Mother,  and  that  he  and 
WilLGoodrich  distribute  the  Estate  to  ye  Creditors.” 

1663,  July  2.  Vol.  Ill,  p  5  C  C:  Will”  Goodrich  is  one  of  the  jury  which  tries  Elizabeth  Seger  on  a 
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charge  of  witchcraft  and  with  breaking  also  the  first  and  seventh  commandments.  The  jury  finds  "the 
prisoner  Guilty  of  the  Inditcment  in  that  perticuler  ”  relating  only  to  the  seventh  commandment. 

1663/4,  Jan  y  30.  Vol.  I,  p  7S  T  V:  In  voting  to  call  Rev.  Joseph  Haynes  to  be  their  minister,  Will 
Goodrich  was  one  of  the  four  chosen  "in  behalfe  of  the  church  and  towne  forthwith  to  goe  treate  with  Mr 
Haynes  about  the  prmises.” 

1664,  Dec.  20.  Vol.  Ill,  p  40  C  C:  John  Chester,  William  Gutteridge,  Samuel  Halle  and  John  Deminge 
Townesmen  of  Wethersfield,  appraise  the  Estate  of  our  John  Stoddard  at  £407-0S-00. 

1664,  Dec.  27.  P  39  Do:  The  same  four  Townesmen  as  above  appraise  the  estate  of  John  Edwards  of 
Wethersfield  at  £400-01 '00.  Seven  legatees  are  named. 

1665,  May  11.  Vol.  II,  p  209  G  C:  "Mr.  Samuel  Wells  is  confirmed  in  the  place  and  office  of  a  lieuten¬ 
ant  to  ye  Train  Band  of  Wethersfield,  and  William  Goodrich,  Ensigne.”  After  King  Philips  War  in  1676 
we  find  the  title  of  ensign  still  worn  by  our  soldier. 

1665,  Oct.  12.  P  217  Do:  Will1"  Goodrich  and  twelve  other  deputies  "desire  that  their  dcsent  in  that 
vote  wherein  the  Court  declared  That  Mr.  Leet’s  appeale  from  May  &  July  last  is  included  in  the  act  of 
oblivion  and  Mr.  Leet  by  that  act  indemnified,  may  be  recorded.” 

1666,  Apl.  14.  Vol.  I,  p  94  T  V:  Ensigne  Will  Goodrich  is  named  chairman  of  a  committee  to  "goe  and 

treate  with  Mr.  Stone,  and  if  it  may  be,  procure  him  to  be  helpfull  to  us  in  the  worke  of  the  ministry 
aforesaid.”  y 

1666,  Sept.  6.  Vol.  Ill,  p  53  C  C:  "Samuell  Collins  pit  contra  Wm  Goodrich  Deft  in  an  action  of  ye 
case  for  keeping  a  daughter  of  his  to  £30  damage.”  The  jury  finds  verdict  for  the  plaintiff  for  £1  but  thp 
Court  adds  £9,  or  £10  total. 

1666/7,  March  22.  Vol.  I,  p  99  T  V:  The  Selectmen  of  Wethersfield  were  empowered  to  sell  or  exchange 
"The  Town  house  and  home-lot”  and  to  obtain  a  suitable  dwelling  house  "for  the  entertainment  of  a 
minister.  ”  The  Committee,  consisting  of  Ensign  William  Goodrich,  Sergeant  Hugh  Wells  and  John  Riley 
reported  the  same  month  that  they  had  arranged  with  Samuel  Hale  Sen’r  to  exchange  the  Town’s  lot  and 
house  for  one  obtained  from  Joseph  Wright. 

166S,  May  5.  P  103  Do:  William  Goodrich  is  one  of  five  “chousen  to  lay  out  all  the  high  waves  in  the 
meaddow  &  swamp.” 

1668,  May  12.  Vol.  Ill,  p  79  C  C:  "Sargt.  John  Not  complaines  of  Ens  Wm  Goodrich  for  spoyleing  of 
his  well  By  Layeing  of  his  dung  in  the  street.  The  Court  haveing  considered  the  complaynt  doe  order 
that  the  dung  be  speedily  removed  &  no  more  layd  there  to  prejudice  the  Sd  John  Nott’s  well.” 

1668,  Aug.  29.  Vol.  I,  p  104  T  V:  "  It  was  voted  to  build  a  new  parssage  house  and  to  pull  down  the 
old  house.”  The  inhabitants  were  to  “improve  there  labour  about  the  building  acording  to  there  abilyty 
as  they  shall  receive  instructsion  from  a  comity”  of  which  Ens.  William  Goodrich  is  chairman. 

1668/9,  Mch.  4.  Vol.  Ill,  p  83  C  C:  Ens  Wm  Goodrich  now  sues  Sargt.  John  Nott  for  "beating  a  cowe 
of  his,  damnifying  his  pasture,  obstructing  his  worke,  takeing  away  &  keaping  one  or  more  of  his  worke- 
mg  Instruments  &  Breaking  one  to  the  damage  of  £30.”  He  sues  Nott  also  "for  not  attendino  an  award 
formerly  given”  and  asks  for  the  forfeiture  of  Nott’s  £100  bond.  The  jury  finds  for  the  plaintiff  in  the 
rst  case  30s  &  cost  of  Court;  in  the  second  £100  &  cost  of  court.  In  the  latter  case,  however  the  Court 
orders  Nott  to  carry  out  the  award  and  pay  Goodrich  30s  &  cost  of  Court  for  prosecuting  him. 

1669,  Oct.  Vol.  II,  p  520  G  C,  Ptd:  "A  List  of  Wethersfeld  Freeman,”  as  ordered  by  the  General 
Court,  was  taken  on  which  at  least  seven  of  our  ancestors  appear.  Our  Ensign’s  name  was  written  this 
way:  "En:  Willim:  Goodrig.” 

1669/70,  Mch.  9.  Vol.  XXI,  p  197  C  H  S:  William  Goodreg  reports  60  bushels  of  "wheat  and  indean” 
on  hand  and  nine  people  in  his  family. 
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1670/1,  Feb’y  2.  Vol.  I,  p  109  T  V:  Will :  Goodrich  is  named  chairman  of  a  committee  to  re-arrange  the 
seats  and  repair  the  meeting  house. 

1670/1,  Feb’y  23.  P  1 12  Do:  “  It  was  voated  that  the  old  committee  for  the  fence”,  Ensign  Goodrich 
being  one,  ‘‘should  still  be  implyed  in  that  business.” 

1670/71,  Feb’y  23.  P  1 13  Do:  At  a  Town  Meeting,  ‘‘The  land  next  Farmington  Bounds”  was  divided 
into  76  shares  and  one  share  assigned  to  each  of  the  householders  in  Wethersfield  on  the  west  side  of  the 
River.  Each  lot  was  to  be  26  rods  wide  and  to  contain  52  acres.  Ensign  Goodrich  drew  the  19th  choice,  the 
relative  position  of  which  is  shown  on  page  741  of  Stiles’  History. 

1671,  Sept.  7.  Vol.  Ill,  p  113  C  C:  Ens.  Wm.  Goodrich  is  on  the  County  Jury;  so  again  on  Nov.  2,  1671. 

1671,  Dec.  6.  Vol.  I,  p  11  L  R:  ‘‘Ensigne  William  Goodridg  tooke  up  a  white  ram  for  a  stray  the  ram 
hath  a  crop  on  his  nere  yeare  and  prized  to  be  worth  12s.” 

1672,  Apl.  29.  Vol.  I,  p  136  T  V:  “At  this  Mctting  Ensigne  Goodrich,”  and  three  others,  “are  chosen 
to  take  the  liest  of  estates  for  this  yeere  ensuing.” 

1672,  Dec.  2.  P  133  Do:  Ensigne  Goodrich  is  named  chairman  of  committee  to  lay  out  the  land  "on  the 
east  syde  of  Rocky  Hill.” 

1673/4,  Jan’y  1.  P  142  Do:  Ensigne  Goodrich  and  Sargent  Nott  are  appointed  to  lay  out  to  Sargt. 
Wells  some  land  on  the  Middletown  road. 

1673/4,  Jan'y  1.  P  143  Do:  The  Towne  appoints  Ensigne  Will  Goodrich  one  of  a  committee  of  five  to 
repair  and  enlarge  the  Meeting  house  “with  full  power  to  carry  on  the  work  untill  it  be  finished.” 

1673/4,  Jan’y  15.  Vol.  II,  p  912  Stiles:  “A  rate  raised  upon  the  Inhabitants  of  Wethersfield  for  the  dis¬ 
charge  of  a  purchase  of  land  from  the  Indians  which  is  one  halfe  penny  upon  the  pound.”  In  this  tax  “  In- 
signe  William  Goodrich”  paid  9s-6d  and  27  years  later  the  distribution  was  made  to  the  114  purchasers. 

1674/5,  Mch.  Vol.  I,  p  204  Stiles:  “Ensigne  William  Goodrich  the  settler”  is  named  one  of  a  committee 
of  four  to  build  a  “sufficient  palisade  around  the  town,”  in  fear  of  the  King  Philip  uprising.  They  were  also 
to  cause  the  goods  and  grain  of  those  living  outside  the  Palisado  to  be  brought  within  it;  but  the  record  is 
silent  as  to  whether  the  work  was  ever  done,  for  no  attack  was  made  on  Wethersfield. 

1676,  July  3.  Vol.  I,  p  147  T  V:  “At  the  same  meeting  Ensigne  Goodridge”  was  one  of  a  committee 
“impowered  to  order  the  sitting  of  all  persons  in  seats  &  places  in  the  meeting  house.”  Note  that  this 
appointment  was  made  within  4  months  of  his  death.  The  date  is  not  recorded.  It  occurred  probably  in 
October  at  age  of  about  56,  at  home  in  Wethersfield.  He  left  no  will.  Death  came  too  suddenly  perhaps. 


1676,  Nov.  14.  Vol.  Ill,  p  175  C  C:  “An  Inventory  of  EnsAV™  Goodrich  his  estate: 

Imp  in  money  in  his  purse  ^  12-06-00 

It  in  houseing  &  Home  lott .  180-00-00 

It  land  at  Nabuck .  80-00-00 

11  other  tracts  of  land,  aggregating  180  acres  .........  339-00-00 

4  horses  £10;  4  cows  £14;  2  oxen  £10;  3  3yearlings  £9;  4  2yearlings  £8;  2  lycarlings  £2;  swine 

£12;  13  sheep  £5  ............  70-00-00 

It  this  yeares  Crop  of  Com  ............  50-00-00 

It  his  wearing  cloathes  .............  35-07-00 

It  severall  debts  in  his  booke  ............  16-12-00 

It  Bookes  £l-10s  &  spice  13s  ............  02-03-00 

42  other  lines  of  farm  &  household  items  ..........  129-13-06 


Taken  by  John  Beldinc  1  £915-01-06” 

Samuel  Wricht  >  townesmen 
John  Robins  J 


“The  children  -  John  Goodrich  is  24  yeares  old  the  20th  day  of  May  next,  Wm  Goodrich  is  17  yeares  old 
the  8th  day  of  Feb’y  next,  Ephraim  Goodrich  is  14  yeares  old  the  2d  day  of  June  next,  David  Goodrich  is 
ten  years  old  the  4th  day  of  March  next,  The  daughters  are  marryed.” 
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1676,  6‘  P  1f8  D°:  “An  Inventory  of  the  Estate  of  Ens:  Wm  Goodrich  was  exhibited  in  Court  & 
oath  made  by  the  relict  that  she  hath  made  a  true  presentment  of  the  estate  to  the  apprizers.  The  Court 
made  a  distribution  of  the  estate  as  followeth  having  granted  Administration  to  the  widdow  upon  the 
estate  :  To  the  widdow  £100  of  the  personall  estate  &  one  third  of  the  real  estate  dureing  her  naturall  life 
Tojolm  the ddest  son  £230;  to  \\  llham  2d  son,  £150;  to  Ephraim  3d  son,  £140;  to  David  4,h  son  £130-  to 

tV  ?’  T 1°  etCrt  ^  £10°’  ofwhich  £43'00'06  is  Payd  already:  to  Mrs.  Fitch,  wife  of  Tho 
frh£9,°-  °f  !“hlC,h  £5,°  1S  alread>’  Pa>di  t0  the  wife  of  Joseph  Butler  £80,  ofwhich  she  has  had  £10-  to 
Mrs.  Holistcr  his  daughter,  having  received  £100  already,  is  ommitted  in  this  distribution.  The  sonns  to 
have  their  portion  at  21  years  of  age,  the  daughters  as  soon  as  convenient.  Mr.  Samuel  Talcott  is  desired 
to  assist  the  widdow  in  the  management  of  the  estate  &  dispose  of  the  children.”  The  daughter  Butler’s 

husband’s  ^  ^  ^  SamUd  Butler’s  hands  in  trust  for  her  benefit  and  the  children’s  but  not  for  her 

1677, Jan’y30.  Do:  " I  Joseph .Butler  of  Wethersfield  have  received  of  Sarah  Goodrich,  widow,  Adms. 
to  the  estate  of  her  late  husband  Ensign  Wm  Goodrich,  late  of  Wethersfield,  Dec’d,  the  full  sum  of  Fower 

SCOre,J7dSr  hlJCh  S5d  SUm  *S  311  thar  WaS  due  t0  me  from  the  estate  °f  my  father-in-law,  the  sayd  En¬ 
sign  \\  illiam  Goodrich,  upon  account  of  my  wife’s  portion. 

Witness:  Samuell  Talcott  Joseph  Butler” 

George  Grave 

of  Fns7/W^rh'H7'-  l°l  IV’  P  2  CaC:  ^  3  C°Unty  C°Urt  hdd  at  Hartford-  “A  distribution  of  the  estate 
of  Ens.  Wm  Goodrich  was  prsented  in  Court  &  is  Left  upon  file.” 

1?f  j y°VV’  p  1 16  T  V:  The  Five  Mile  distribution  of  land  is  now  made  to  the  1 14  purchas- 
ers  of  the  Indian  land  in  1674.  Ens.  Will  Goodrich,  though  dead  now  for  25  years,  draws  Lot  No.  30  of 
342  acies  1  /I  rods,  one  of  the  largest  drawings  in  the  list. 


CHILDREN 

(all  bom  at  Wethersfield,  Conn.) 

1.  WILLIAM  b.  Aug.  8,  1649;  he  d.  young 
He  was  twin  of  Sarah. 

2'  SAThtH.b'  HUg‘  r,1649:r  N°X'  2°’  ,667’  J°hn  HoIIiSter >  '  she  d-  a  170°-  **51  he  d.  Nov.  24,  1711,  *  69  10  ch 

°n  ^  3Cr0SS  thC  riVCr  fr°m  Wethersfield-  whcrc  he  was  a  leading  spirit.  His 

3-  MARY  b.  Nov.  13  1651 ;  m.  a  1667,  Joseph  Butler;  she  d.  June  1,  1735,  re  84  he  d.  Dec.  10,  1732,  ae  85  6  ch 

T  iey  resided  in  \V ethersfield.  Six  children  named  in  will.  Inventory  was  £1,000-00-00. 

4.  JOHN  b.  May  20,  1653;  m.  Mch.  28,  1678,  Rebecca  Allen  (see  below) 

5.  EUZAB^ETH  b.  1658;  m.  June  9,  1675,  Capt.  Robert  Welles;  she  d.  Feb’y  17,  1698,  re  40  he  d.  June  22,  6  ch 

They  resided  in  Wethersfield.  He  m  (2)  Mary - .  His  inventory,  £3,667-11-03. 

6'  LISr23*m!tMbFeb’y8'1“1:'n<l)N°V-22’3 * I680 6 7'Gra“Rile>r;hed^ Dec.  27,  1737,  *  76  shed.  8  ch 

He  m  (2)  June  5,  1714,  Widow  Mary  Ann  Ayrault  who  died  Aug.  27,  1741,  it  00,  leaving  three  children  bom  3  ch 
of  this  second  marnage.  His  inventory  was  £3,079-05-03. 

7  A  H04A!y^yjUne  5’  1662;  m  0)  ^  15’  1680’  Thomas  Fitch;  she  d-  Nov-  7’  1684,  *  22  he  d.  Oct.  18,  2  ch 

InT-oT-S  °f  WetherSficId-  He  m  (2)  8°“^  and  had  by  her  four  children.  His  inventory  was  4  ch 

8'  Cja^y  E^mx/n,Zs'  1663;  m  (I)  May  20, 1684’  Sarah  Treat;  he  d‘  Feb'y  27’ 1739’  "  76  d-  7  ch 

?hClZ(2)  2j’  \71h  JerUSha  Treat  WeIIeS’  widow  of  ^  Thomas  Welles,  and  by  her  had  two  2  ch 
children.  She  d.  Jan’y  15,  1754,  a>  76.  They  lived  at  Rocky  Hill,  Ct„  a  parish  of  Wethersfield 
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9.  COL.  DAVID  b.  May  4,  1667;  m  (1)  Mch.  7,  1689,  Hannah  Wright;  he  d.  Jan’y  23,  1755,  ae  8S  she  d.  5  ch 
Apl.  27,  1693,  ac  27 

He  m  (2)  Dec.  1,  1693,  Prudence  Churchill,  twelve  children  resulting  from  this  union.  This  family  is  in  our  12  ch 
direct  line.  See  their  history. 


JOHN  GOODRICH 

REBECCA  ALLEN 
b.  Feb’y,  1660 
d.  - 


b.  May  20,  1653 

m.  Melt.  28,  1678 
d.  a  1737 
ae  84 


1653,  May  20.  Vol.  II,  p  373  Stiles:  This  is  the 
natal  day  of  Joint  Goodrich  at  Wethersfield,  Con- 
necticut,  where  he  was  brought  up,  lived  and  died. 

His  life  was  to  be  spent  in  “wet”  times  yet  the 
great  John  Milton,  author  of  “  Paradise  Lost  ”  and 
“Paradise  Regained”,  secretary  to  Oliver  Crom- 
well,  political  and  moral  reformer  as  well  as  poet, 
was  at  this  time  advocating  total  abstinence  for 
the  individual  in  order  to  "live  happily  and  health' 
ily,  ”  and  prohibition  for  the  State,  in  order  to 
“rid  the  land  of  vice.” 

1676, Oct.  12.  Vol.  Ill,  p  75  G  C:  “FromGuiL 
ford  John  Goodrich,  Nath:  Stone,  Samll  Hale, 
Samll  Stone,  Thomas  Scranton,  Thomas  Stone, 
are  nominated  for  freemen.” 

1677,  May  14.  P  82  Do:  “Freemen  propown- 
ded”:  Nineteen  men  are  here  named,  among  them 
being  John  Goodrich  and  most  of  the  above; 
“these,”  says  the  record,  “haveing  stood  nomin¬ 
ated,  are  accepted  as  freemen  of  the  Colony.” 
We  are  inclined  to  think  that  this  John  Goodrich 
is  ours  and  that  by  some  error  he  was  classed  with 
the  Guilford  men.  Or,  can  it  be  that  John  was 
following  the  sea  in  these  early  days  and  sent  in 
his  name  from  the  seashore?  At  least,  he  found 
some  way  to  get  to  Boston  and  Charlestown  where 
Rebecca  Allen  was  living,  get  acquainted  with  her, 

- — -  and  do  his  courting.  It  might  well  have  come 

about  through  his  acquaintance  as  a  seaman  with  Capt.  John  Allen,  mariner,  the  father  of  the  attractive 
Rebecca.  Things  of  moment  for  John  were  happening  abroad  at  this  time.  Only  two  days  before  this 
“  freedom  ”  he  was  being  handsomely  remembered  by  his  Uncle  William  Goodrich  in  his  will  as  will  be  seen 
by  the  next  item.  May  it  not  be  that  John,  and  his  cousin  Joseph  perhaps,  as  seamen,  visited  their  uncle 
in  England  on  one  of  their  trips  and  thus  helped  to  merit  these  handsome  bequests? 


1660,  Feb’y-  P  35  Goodrich  Fam  (1889): 
Rebecca  Allen  was  the  seventh  child  among  eight 
in  the  family  of  Capt.  John  Allen  of  Charlestown, 
Massachusetts,  where  all  the  children  were  born. 

1675,  Mch.  27.  Vol.  VII,  p  206  N  E  H  &  G: 
Rebecca  was  fifteen  years  old  when  her  father  died. 
From  his  estate  she  inherited  1,000  acres  in  the 
Country  and  a  one-eighth  interest  in  the  Charles¬ 
town  mill. 

1676,  Mch.  12.  Vol.  I,  p  18  C  R:  “Mrs  Re- 
bekah  Allin  (ye  daughter  of  Capt.  Allin  de¬ 
ceased)”  is  one  of  seven  “persons  admitted  to 
full  communion  in  this  Church”  of  Charlestown, 
Mass.  Rebecca  was  but  sixteen  years  old  on  this 
occasion.  Two  years  thereafter  she  was  married 
and  moved  with  her  husband  to  Wethersfield,  Ct. 

1716,  Sept.  6.  John  Goodrich  “with  the  consent 
of  Rebeckah  my  wife”  makes  the  settlement  deed 
to  the  three  boys.  It  shows  her  to  be  living  at  56 
years  of  age.  How  much  longer  she  lived  is  not 
known  apparently.  Her  decease  is  not  of  record  at 
Wethersfield. 


1677,  May  12.  Vol.  5,  No.  239  P  C:  Excerpt  from  will  of  Rev.  William  Goodrich  of  Hegassett,  Co. 
Suffolk,  in  the  Archdeaconry  Court  of  Sudbury:  “Also  I  give  unto  Rebecca,  my  loving  wife,  all  that  copy- 
hold  Close,  called  by  the  name  of  Robbetts,  containing  by  estimation  seven  acres,  more  or  les,  lying  in 
Chilton  Hamlet,  in  Stowmarket,  in  the  County  of  Suffolk,  holden  of  the  manor  of  Dagworth  cum  Sorrells 
to  hold  to  her  and  her  assigns  for  and  during  the  term  of  her  natural  life,  and  after  my  said  wife’s  decease, 
I  give  the  aforesaid  Close,  with  all  the  appurtenances  thereof,  to  John,  the  eldest  son  of  my  brother  Wil¬ 
liam  Goodrich,  and  his  heirs  forever.  Also  I  give  unto  Rebecca,  my  wife,  all  the  Closes  Mortgaged  to  me 
by  John  Tillicot,  of  Bayton,  now  deceased,  for  fifty  pounds,  and  siezed  upon  by  me  for  the  lack  of  the 
payment  of  the  principal  ....  But  my  will  is  that  after  her  decease,  that  all  the  Closes  of  the  afore¬ 
said  John  Tillicot,  Mortgaged  to  me,  and  siezed  upon  by  me  for  want  of  payment  of  the  aforesaid  principal, 
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shall  descend  to  John  Goodrich,  the  eldest  son  of  my  brother  William  Goodrich,  and  his  heirs  and 

whereas  I  have  sundry  sums  of  money  abroad  in  several  hands  ....  I  will  and  devise  (additional)  one 
50  pounds  to  the  above  said  John  eldest  son  of  my  brother  William  Goodrich  ....  and  as  for  the  other 
100  pounds,  I  will  and  devise  the  same  unto  Joseph  the  eldest  son  of  my  brother  John  Goodrich 
after  the  decease  of  my  wife.” 

1678,  March  28.  Vol.  I,  p  35  B  M  D,  Wethersfield:  ‘‘John  Goodrich  And  Rebcckah  his  wife  were 
maried  in  Charlestowne  by  Mr.  Danford  March  28:  1678.”  The  minister's  name  was  Mr.  Danforth. 
Wethersfield  was  several  days  away  from  Charlestown  by  sail  boat  and  this  is  no  doubt  the  way  the  wed¬ 
ding  trip  was  taken.  The  nine  children  are  recorded  directly  under  this  record. 


1678,  July  16.  Vol.  II,  p  369  Stiles:  Henry  Bull  writes  a  letter  from  Bury  St.  Edmund  to  ‘‘Cozen  Good¬ 
rich  in  America,  in  which  he  says,  “This  is  to  inform  you  that  your  brother  William  Goodrich  is  dead 
.  .  .  and  left  no  children  ...  He  has  also  given  one  Copyhold  ground  in  value  near  one  hundred 
pounds,  and  100  in  money  to  John,  the  eldest  son  of  his  brother  William,  and  if  he  shall  be  living  at  the 

decease  of  his  said  wife  (Rebecca),  and  otherwise  it  is  to  descend  to  William,  the  son  of  his  brother  William 
and  his  heirs  forever”  .  .  . 


1682,  Dec.  25.  Vol.  I,  178  T  V:  John  Goodrich  was  chosen  one  of  two  “Collectors  for  ye  year  insueing.” 

1689,  Dec.  26.  P  209  Do:  Daniel  Rose  sen’r  &  Jno  Gootrich  ware  chosen  Shecpmasters.” 

1691,  Dec.  28.  P  23  Do:  Seven  men  were  chosen  Constables  including  John  Goodrich,  “butt  all  Refuse 
to  serve.” 


1692,  Mch.  31.  P  220  Do:  “At  a  Toune  Mcating  John  Goodrich  was  chosen  Fence  Vewer  for  the  yeare 
ensewing.  ” 

1693/4,  Feb’y  23.  P  140  Do:  The  town  voted  to  distribute  lands  in  the  West  Division  (Newington  and 
part  in  Rocky  Hill,)  on  basis  of  V2  acre  to  pound  of  tax  per  the  list  of  1693.  The  committee  reported  work 
done  on  Apl.  15,  1695.  In  this  distribution  John  Goodrich  was  one  of  165  to  participate.  He  drew  Lot 
No.  141  in  Tier  No.  5  which  was  East  of  the  Middletown  Road  now  in  Rocky  Hill. 

1698,  Nov.  Vol.  II,  p  369  Stiles:  John  now  inherits,  with  his  cousin  Joseph,  son  of  John  sen’r  of  Weth¬ 
ersfield,  about  £200  from  the  estate  of  Rebecca  Goodrich,  wife  of  John’s  uncle  Rev.  Wm.  Goodrich  of 
Heggessett,  Eng. 

1700,  Apl.  16.  Vol.  I,  p  260  T  V:  “There  being  necessity  for  to  expand  some  charge  in  repairing  the 
Meetting  House  &  School  House  at  this  meetting,”  Mr.  John  Goodrich  and  two  others  are  named  to  do 
what  is  necessary  in  the  way  of  repairs. 

1701,  Dec.  29.  P  264  Do:  “Mr.  John  Goodrich  &  Richard  Treat  chosen  collectors  of  the  Town  &  minis¬ 
ter’s  rate.” 

1703,  Dec.  20.  P  270  Do:  Mr.  John  Goodrich,”  and  three  others,  “chosen  selectmen  for  the  year  en¬ 
suing.”  So  again  Dec.  25,  1704. 

1704,  Nov.  13.  Vol.  VII,  p  126  P  Ct:  John  Goodrich  is  one  of  three  appraisers  of  the  estate  of  Thomas 
Fitch  of  Wethersfield.  Inv’y,  £1 1 1-03-00.  Children:  Samuel,  Abigail,  Sibbell  &  Martha. 

1704,  Nov.  24.  P  1 13  Do:  John  Goodrich  helps  with  two  others  to  take  the  inventory  of  Jonathan  Rey¬ 
nolds’  estate.  It  amounts  to  £249-03-09;  children  Keziah  &  Anna. 

1706,  Sept.  3.  Vol.  VI,  p  297  C  C:  John  Goodrich  and  three  other  Selectmen  of  Wethersfield  bring  suit 
against  Jonathan  Bigelow  Sen’r  of  Hartford  and  are  awarded  judgment. 

1707,  Dec.  25.  Vol.  I,  p  279  T  V:  Mr.  John  Goodrich  was  chosen  chairman  of  a  committee  “for  the 
the  scool  the  year  ensueing.” 

1712/13,  Jan’y  30.  Vol.  IX,  p  13  P  Ct:  John  Goodrich  and  James  Patterson  take  inventory  of  the 
estate  of  James  Hodge  of  Wethersfield.  Amount,  £36-15-03. 
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1714,  Dec.  13.  Vol.  I,  p  31 1  T  V:  “Moreover  Jonathan  Rose  &  John  Goodrich  were  chosen  at  the  same 
meeting  Fence  Viewers  beginning  at  the  River  in  the  Comon  and  ending  at  Goos’s  brook.” 

1714,  Dec.  13.  P  314  Do:  “Mr.  John  Goodrich,”  and  three  others,  “were  chosen  to  look  after  the  boys 
on  the  Sabbath  days,  and  if  they  are  any  disorders  in  sd  boys  to  make  report  thereof  that  they  may  be 
delt  with  according  to  law.” 

1716,  Sept.  6.  Vol.  4,  pp  192-3  L  R:  John  Goodrich,  “with  the  consent  of  Rebcckah  my  wife,”  gives 
to  the  3  sons  John,  Allyn  and  Jacob  all  of  his  real  estate.  John  gets  50  acres  on  the  Middletown  Road  and 
2  acres  in  the  great  meadow,  John  reserving  y2  of  the  50  acre  lot  during  life.  Allyn  receives  13  acres  in 
Wethersfield  and  50  acres  in  Farmington  (after  mine  &  my  wife’s  decease).  Jacob  receives  Yi  of  present 
Dwelling  house,  orchards,  &c;  also  4 H  acrs  in  the  Old  Field;  also  2  ac.  3  rood  in  the  Meadows;  also  4  ac. 
near  the  middle  of  the  Meadow;  also  J  2  of  ten  acre  lot  on  Wethersfield  west  line;  also  Yi  of  3  lots  in  Farm¬ 
ington  (after  mine  &  my  wife’s  decease).  These  three  deeds  were  made  in  lieu  of  a  will.  John  lived  for 
at  least  21  years  after  this,  now  being  63.  No  probate  records  appear. 

1718,  May.  Vol.  1,  p  372  Stiles:  John  Goodrich  is  among  19  petitioners  to  the  General  Assembly  asking 
for  a  new  school  house  in  Rocky  Hill,  then  the  south  end  of  Wethersfield.  John  Goodrich  Jr.  is  among  the 
19  remonstrants. 

1720,  Dec.  19.  Vol.  II,  p  11  T  V:  Jno  Goodrich  is  a  signer  with  21  other  "inhabitants  of  Rocky  Hill 
part”  asking  that  “60  acres  might  be  sett  out  for  a  parsonage”  as  a  beginning  towards  the  settlement  of 
a  Church  there. 

1733,  Dec.  10.  P  90  Do:  A  committee  “having  been  &  viewed  a  Highway  at  ye  South  end  of  John 
Goodrich’s  Lott”  now  recommends  that  a  change  in  the  road  be  made  to  advantage. 

1737.  Vol.  II,  p  373  Stiles:  John  Goodrich’s  death  is  not  recorded  at  Wethersfield;  but  the  year  1737  is 
given  and  is  presumably  correct.  If  so  he  attained  the  age  of  84.  The  nearest  evidence  to  this  date  which 
we  found  at  Wethersfield  is  a  deed  of  1740  which  we  give  below.  As  shown  above  the  deed  of  1716  made 
a  distribution  of  all  real  estate,  hence  there  is  no  probate. 

1740,  Mch.  28.  Vol.  VII,  65  L  R,  Wethersfield:  We  Allen  Goodrich  of  Farmington  and  Jacob  Goodrich 
of  Wethersfield  for  £l5-125-6d  do  sell  to  Jonathan  Robbins  of  Wethersfield  3  acrs  &  20  rods,  “it  being  that 
part  of  a  tract  belonging  to  our  Grandfather  Ens  “  William  Goodrich  lying  in  said  Wett  Swamp  which  was 
Distributed  to  our  Hond.  Father  Mr.  John  Goodrich,  Deceased.” 

CHILDREN 

(all  bom  at  Wethersfield,  Ct.) 

1.  SARAH  b.  Apl.  10,  1679;  m.  Oct.  26,  1699,  Abraham  Kilburn;  she  d.  Oct.  17,  1719,  ae  40  he  d.  Mch.  9,  3  ch 

1712/3,  ae  38 

They  lived  in  Wethersfield;  his  inv’y,  £377-00-00.  He  was  a  lister  there.  She  m  (2)  Oct.  15,  1718,  Thomas 

Boardman  of  Wethersfield  and  d.  one  year  thereafter. 

2.  REBECCA  b.  Nov.  11,  1680;  m.  Dec.  28,  1699,  David  Wright;  she  d.  Apl.  10,  1703,  x  23  he  d.  Sept.  6,  2  ch 

1752,  ae  75 

They  resided  in  Wethersfield.  He  m  (2)  June  8,  1710,  Mary  Belden.  7  ch 

3.  MARY  b.  Sept.  4,  1682;  m.  Dec.  30,  1703,  Capt.  Thomas  Curtis;  she  d.  Feb’y  5,  1730,  x  48  he  d.  Jan’y  20,  12  ch 

1752,  ae  72 

They  lived  in  Farmington  and  by  1746  removed  to  Torrington.  He  was  selectman  and  deputy  to  General 

Court. 

4.  SAMUEL  b.  May  24,  1684;  he  d.  May  7,  1706,  ae  22 

5.  ABIGAIL  b.  Apl.  27,  16S6;  m.  Apl.  25,  1706,  David  Curtis  5  ch 

They  were  residents  of  Farmington,  Ct.  He  was  brother  of  Thomas  Curtis  above,  and  later  moved  to  Tor¬ 
rington. 

6.  JOHN  b.  June  9,  1688;  m.  June  5,  1712,  Mary  Tillotson;  he  d. -  she  d.  May  31,  1740  4  ch 

They  lived  in  Wethersfield,  Rocky  Hill  section.  She  was  of  Saybrook,  Ct. 
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7.  ALLEN  b.  Nov.  13,  1690;  m.  Dec.  29,  1709,  Elizabeth  Goodrich  (see  below) 

8.  ANN  b.  Sept.  1,  1692 

9.  JACOB  b.  Nov.  27,  1694;  m.  Sept.  12,  1717,  Benedicta  Goodwin;  he  d.  Nov.,  1745,  x  51  she  d.  May  11,  7  ch 

1746,  x  52 

They  lived  in  Wethersfield  till  Mch.,  1745  when  they  moved  to  Wintonbury,  now  Bloomfield,  Ct.  where  he  d. 

6  mos.  later;  inv’y,  £3,589-10-05. 


ALLEN  GOODRICH  b.  Nov.  13,  1690 

ELIZABETH  GOODRICH  m  (1)  Dec.  29,  1709 
b.  Nov.  19,  1691  Elizabeth  Goodrich 

d.  Aug.  25,  1726  m  (2)  Dec.  10,  1729 

ae  35  Hannah  Seymour 

he  d.  Apl.  8,  1764 
x  74 

1691,  Nov.  19.  Vol.  I,  p  12  B  M  D:  "Elizabeth 
ye  Daughter  of  David  Goodrich  &  of  Hannah  his 
wife  was  born  Novr  19,  1691.”  Elizabeth  was 
second  in  a  family  of  seventeen  children,  all 
brought  up  in  Wethersfield,  Conn.  Only  four  of 
them  were  full  brothers  and  sisters,  twelve  being 
half  brothers  and  sisters.  She  was  the  first  of  the 
seventeen  to  marry.  At  eighteen  she  accepted  her 
first  cousin  Allen  Goodrich  for  a  husband  and  so 
did  not  have  to  change  her  name.  Six  of  her  half- 
brothers  and  sisters  were  born  after  she  was  mar¬ 
ried,  and  five  of  her  own  children  were  born  be¬ 
fore  her  sister  who  was  seventeenth.  Six  of  her 
brothers  and  sisters  therefore  had  nephews  and 
neices  older  than  they  were,  and  conversely  five 
of  her  children  had  uncles  and  aunts  younger  than 
they  were. 

1711,  Apl.  30.  Vol.  II,  p  852  Stiles:  When 
Elizabeth  was  ten  years  old,  her  uncle  Thomas 
Wright  of  Wethersfield,  ae  5 1 ,  dies  leaving  her,  in 
nuncupative  will,  “an  heifer,  an  iron  pot,  and 
40  shillings  in  money.” 

1726,  Aug.  25.  Vol.  II,  p  148  L  R,  Farmington: 
"Elizabeth  Goodrich  wife  to  Allen  Goodrich  de¬ 
parted  this  Life  Augt  25th,  A  D,  1726.”  She  was 
only  35  and  died  at  her  home  in  Kensington  parish. 
Her  death  followed  in  just  seven  days  after  the 
birth  of  her  seventh  child.  Longfellow  writes: 

"There  is  no  flock,  however  watched 
and  tended, 

But  one  dead  lamb  is  there! 

There  is  no  fireside,  howsoe’er  defended 
But  has  one  vacant  chair.” 


1690,  Nov.  13.  Vol.  I,  p  35  B  M  D:  “Allyn  ye 
Son  of  John  Goodrich  &  of  Rebecah  his  wife  was 
borne  november  ye  13th  1690.”  So  reads  the 
record  at  Wethersfield,  Connecticut.  He  was 
born  within  a  year  following  the  accession  of  Wil¬ 
liam  and  Mary  to  the  throne  of  England,  after 
defeating  James  II  in  battle,  James  losing  the  sup¬ 
port  of  the  people  because  of  his  efforts  to  restore 
Romanism.  In  William’s  reign  of  13  years  the 
liberty  of  the  press  was  established,  the  independ¬ 
ence  of  the  judiciary  secured,  the  British  consti¬ 
tution  placed  on  a  firm  basis,  and  Roman  Catho¬ 
lics  forever  excluded  from  the  British  throne. 

1709,  Dec.  29.  Vol.  I,  p  65  B  M  D:  "Allen 
Goodrich  &  Elizabeth  Goodrich,  the  daughter  of 
Capt.  David  Goodrich,  were  married  on  the  29th 
day  of  December  Annoque  Domioy  1709:  by 
Capt.  Robt.  Wells  Justice.”  He  was  but  nineteen 
years  old  when  he  decided  to  tie  this  knot,  and 
unlike  any  other  ancestor  in  the  book  he  stayed 
closer  to  place  and  family  than  any  of  them.  He 
chose  a  first  cousin  living  close  by.  They  settled, 
too,  at  home,  in  Wethersfield,  and  here  five 
children  were  born.  Then  they  determined  to 
move  over  the  line  into  Kensington  Parish  of 
Farmington,  and  there,  as  the  North  Geneal¬ 
ogy  points  out,  he  became  the  Great  Swamp  Vil¬ 
lage  blacksmith  and  there  they  finished  their 
days. 

1711,  May  1.  Vol.  VIII,  p  85  P  Ct,  Hartford: 
Allen  is  not  yet  21  when  he  signs  with  six  others 
the  distribution  agreement  on  the  nuncupative 
will  of  Thomas  Wright  of  Wethersfield. 

1711/12,  Mch.  11.  Vol.  IV,  P  57  L  R:  John 
Goodrich  “with  the  Consent  of  Rebekah  my  wife 
for  Divers  good  causes  &  for  love  and  affection  for 
my  son  Allin  Goodrich”  do  now  give  him  5J^ 
acres  “on  land  of  my  possession  west.”  This 
probably  is  a  house  lot  on  which  Allen  builds  his 
dwelling  and  sets  out  his  orchard  which  he  sells 
in  1721  below. 
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1717/18,  Jan’y  15.  Vol.  II,  p  iy  L  R:  “A  Red  Steer  coming  2  yeares  old  marked  with  a  hole  in  each 
car  in  ye  custody  of  John  Bclding  cryed  by  Mr.  George  Kilborn  was  apprized  on  ye  28  of  December  by 
Thomas  Bordman  &  Allen  Goodrich  at  £20.” 

1719,  Dec.  14.  Vol.  II,  p  6  T  V,  Wethersfield:  Att  ye  same  meeting  were  chosen  fence  viewers  for 
ye  year  ensuing  Allen  Goodrich  &  Samuel  Griswold  to  view  ye  comon  fence  from  ye  North  End  thereof 
to  ye  north  side  of  Goff’s  Brook.” 

1721,  Apl.  11.  Vol.  Ill,  p  310  L  R,  Farmington:  “Know  all  men  that  I  John  Waddoms  of  Wethersfield 
for  and  in  Consideration  of  A  House  &  Barne  &  5 y2  acres  of  land  in  Weathersfield  with  orchard  thereon 
growing  to  me  conveyed  by  Allin  Goodrich  of  Weathersfield  bareing  even  date  &  for  divers  other  causes 
I  ye  sd  John  Waddoms  have  sold  unto  ye  sd  Alline  Goodrich  three  pieces  of  Land  situated  in  ye  Second 
Society  of  ffarmington.  The  first  Contains  7  acres  with  a  House  &  Barne  thereon  bounded  South  6i  west 
on  Land  of  Ebenezer  Gilbert  east  on  highway  &  North  on  Sam’l  Scamour.”  The  second  piece  was  an  8 
acre  pasture  bounded  North  on  Jonathan  Lewis  &  South  &.  east  on  sd  Ebenezer  Gilbert.  The  third  piece 
contains  1 1  acres  of  upland  bounded  West  on  sd  Ebenezer  Gilbert.  These  lands  in  the  “Second  Society  of 
Farmington”  were  in  the  Great  Swamp  section,  or  Kensington. 

1722,  Dec.  10.  Vol.  I,  p  160  T  V,  Farmington:  “Att  the  same  meeting  Sam"  Hooker  Jun’r  &  Ailing 
Goodrich  were  chosen  Survayers  for  ye  highways  for  ye  year  ensuing  —  the  Bounds  of  whose  office  is  to  be 
Restrained  unto  ye  Limmits  Granted  to  ye  Society  In  ffarmington  called  Kinsington.” 

1722,  Dec.  11.  P  158  Do:  “Ailing  Goodrich  his  ear  mark  for  cretures  is  ye  letter  W  on  ye  Left  ear  and 
A  half  penny  on  ye  under  sid  of  ye  Right  Ear.”  This  entry  is  crossed  out  in  the  record.  In  1741  he  takes 
a  new  mark  as  shown  below. 

1724/5,  Apl.  6.  Vol.  X,  p  260  P  Ct:  Allen  Goodrich  helps  to  appraise  the  estate  of  Thomas  North  of 
Kensington,  £1335-02'05.  On  Feb  y  1,  17  25  6  the  Court  appoints  him  one  of  the  distributors  of  the 
Thomas  North  Estate. 

1729,  Dec.  10.  Vol.  V,  p  13  L  R:  “Allen  Goodrich  and  Hannah  Seamore  were  Joyn’d  in  Marriag  10 
Anno  Dorn  1729.”  The  record  is  in  Farmington  while  Hannah  was  from  Kingston.  Wife  Elizabeth  had 
died  three  years  before.  Hannah  is  now  22  while  Allen  is  39.  She  was  daughter  of  Samuel  Seymour  and 
Hannah  North. 

1731,  Dec.  13.  Vol.  I,  p  218  T  V,  Farmington:  “Att  ye  same  meeting  there  ware  Chossen  Listers  for  ye 
year  ensewing  Ailing  Goodrich”  and  7  others. 

1732,  Dec.  12.  P  221  Do:  “Att  the  same  meeting  of  ye  town,  John  Patterson,  Jonathan  Lewis,  Thomas 

Stanley,  Sam"  Brounson  Jun’r,  John  Root  of  Kensington,  Allen  Goodrich  and  John  Cowles  were  chosen 
a  Committee  for  and  In  behalf  of  the  Town  to  Inspect,  detect  and  prossicut  all  those  persons  who  shall 
transgress  ye  law  by  transporting  timber  out  of  the  Bounds  of  the  Town  of  Farmington.” 

1735,  Dec.  8.  P  224  Do:  “There  was  chosen  for  tything-men  for  ye  year  ensuing  for  Kensington  Society 
Thomas  Root  &  Allen  Goodrich.” 

1737,  Mch.  28.  Vol.  IV,  p  51  L  R,  Farmington:  Allen  Goodrich  of  Kensington  parish  buys  of  Nathaniel 
Hooker  of  Hartford  20y  acres  in  Kensington  originally  “layd  out  on  ye  Right  of  ye  Rev’d  Mr.  Samuel 
Hooker.” 

1738,  Dec.  6.  P  38  Andrews:  At  a  Society  Meeting  in  Kensington  Parish  /‘there  was  granted  to  Wra 
Ellis  7s  6 d  &  to  Allen  Goodrich  2s  6 d  for  framing  a  bier  to  carry  the  dead.”  It  was  also  “voted  &  agreed 
that  Elisha  Goodrich  (son  of  Allen)  may  take  within  his  own  enclosure  the  burying  yard  of  this  society,  for 
five  years  provided  the  said  Elisha  Goodrich  clear,  &  keep  the  said  yard  clear  from  brush,  &  keep  hogs 
from  rooting  the  same.” 

1738,  Dec.  12.  Vol.  VI,  p  161  L  R,  Farmington:  Allen  Goodrich  gives  deed  to  49  rods  of  land  in  ex¬ 
change  for  138  Rods  from  the  Town  of  Farmington.  The  49  rods  were  desired  for  a  highway. 
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1740,  Dec.  8.  Vol.  I,  p  234  T  V,  Farmington:  “There  was  chossen  for  Granjurors  for  ye  year  ensewing 
Allin  Goodrich”  among  six. 

1741,  June  1.  P  235  Do:  “Allin  Goodrich  his  eare  mark  for  Cretures  is  a  halfe  cropt  a  halfe  penny  on  ye 
under  sid  of  ye  Right  eare  &  a  halfe  penny  on  ye  uper  Sid  of  ye  Left  eare.” 

1742,  May  17.  P  42  Andrews:  Twenty  four  citizens  of  Kensington  parish  addressed  a  petition  to  the 
Hon.  Gen’l  Assembly,  in  view  of  the  efforts  to  break  away  of  both  Middletown  and  New  Britain  sections 
of  the  parish,  praying  that  they  appoint  a  committee  “once  more  to  take  the  broken  &  divided  circum¬ 
stances  of  poor  Kensington  into  your  wise  consideration”  and  report  what  they  think  best.  Allen  Good¬ 
rich  and  son  Elisha  Goodrich  are  both  signers  of  this  petition,  indicating  that  they  are  living  near  enough 
to  the  present  church  so  as  to  be  best  served  by  the  present  arrangement,  but  they  are  broadminded 
enough  to  recognize  the  merits  of  the  New  Britain  and  Middletown  claimants  and,  anyway,  they  want  the 
matter  settled  by  unprejudiced  minds. 

1744,  Dec.  10.  Vol.  I,  p  240  T  V,  Farmington:  Nine  listers  are  chosen,  “Ayllin  Goodridg”  being  one. 
Next  year  also  he  was  chosen. 

1747,  Oct.  1.  Vol.  VI 1,  p  284  L  R:  “Allen  Goodrich  Senr  of  farmington  in  consideration  of  natural  affec¬ 
tion  that  I  bare  to  my  well  Beloved  son  Samuel  Goodrich  of  farmington”  do  give  to  him  13^2  acres  of  land 
in  Farmington. 

1761,  Mch.  21.  Vol.  XIV,  p  35  L  R:  “Know  all  Men  by  these  Presents  yt  I  Allen  Goodrich  Senr  of  ye 
Town  of  Farmington  For  ye  Consideration  of  ye  Love  I  have  &  Do  Bear  unto  my  wife  Hannah  Goodrich 
which  is  to  my  Full  Satisfaction  Do  Give,  Grant  &  Passover  unto  her  my  sd  wife  Hannah  Goodrich  All  ye 
Personal  Estate  That  I  now  stand  Possesed  of,  of  all  sorts  &  things  of  what  manner  so  ever  they  may  be 
Called  To  Have  &  To  Hold  all  ye  &.  every  Part  of  ye  above  Granted  &  Given  Premises  unto  her  my  sd  wife 
Hannah  Goodrich  &  to  Her  Heirs  &  Assigns  forever  to  have  to  her  &  their  own  proper  use  &  behoof.  And 
1  do  hereby  for  myself  &  Heirs  Covenant  &  Promise  unto  her  ye  said  my  Wife  Hannah  Goodrich  &  her 
Heirs  never  Hereafter  to  Recallame  or  Claim  ye  above  given  Promises,  &c. 

Allen  Goodrich” 

Witness:  John  Hooker 

Elisha  Seymour 

The  above  deeds  show  the  plan  to  settle  his  estate  by  the  deed  method  rather  than  by  probate. 

1764,  Apl.  8.  P  39  Goodrich  Fam  (1889):  The  author  gives  this  date  of  death  which  came  from  private 
sources  doubtless  since  it  is  not  of  record  at  Farmington.  He  attained  the  age  of  74,  more  than  double  that 
of  his  first  wife  Elizabeth. 

CHILDREN 

(first  five  born  in  Wethersfield  of  first  marriage;  next  two  born  in  Kensington 
parish  of  first  marriage;  last  two  bom  in  Kensington  parish  of  second  marriage) 

1.  ELIZABETH  b.  Oct.  19,  1710;  baptized  the  same  day 

2.  ELISHA  b.  Sept.  22,  1712;  m.  Nov.  21,  1734,  Rebecca  Seymour;  he  d.  aft.  wife  she  d.  May  2,  1792,  a:  81  2  ch 

He  was  baptized  next  day  after  birth.  They  lived  in  Kensington  section  of  Farmington.  She  was  sister  of  her 
husband’s  step-mother. 

3.  ABIGAIL  b.  Dec.  13,  1714;  m.  Dec.  26,  1734,  Dea.  Elijah  Hart  (see  below) 

4.  JEDEDIAH  b.  July  24,  1717;  m.  Feb'y  2,  1750,  Mercy  Hooker;  he  d.  Oct.  13,  1803,  ae  86  she  d.  June  10,  3  ch 

1800,  as  81  b 

They  lived  on  East  street,  present  New  Britain.  He  is  No.  63  on  First  Church  Roll,  N.  B.,  his  wife  No.  64. 

He  was  a  kind,  clever  man  and  good  neighbor.  He  died  at  home  of  son-in-law  Isaac  Lee,  Jr.  She  died  of  a 
cancer  on  one  side  of  head  of  enormous  size.  Their  daughter  Abigail  m.  1773  Isaac  Lee  Jr.,  son  of  Col.  Isaac 
Lee  and  Tabitha  Norton  of  “Stealing  the  Bride”  fame.  Mercy  Hooker  was  gt.  gd.  daughter  of  Rev.  Samuel 
Hooker  of  Farmington. 
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5.  SAMUEL  b.  Apl.  23,  1720;  m.  Sept.  24,  1747,  Martha  Langdon;  he  d.  May  30,  1789,  re  69  she  d.  Feb’y  22, 
1810,  ae  86 

He  joined  Church  in  Wethersfield  1748;  joined  N.  B.  First  Church  (No.  69)  May  14,  1758;  received  into 
Kensington  Church  by  letter  from  N.  B.,  Dec.  23,  1764.  They  lived  on  "West  Lane”  in  Kensington.  She  is 
No.  28  on  N.  B.  1st  Church  Roll.  She  d.  at  Luther  Stocking’s,  son-in-law,  in  Kensington. 

6  JOHN  b.  Feb’y  17,  1722/23;  he  d.  June  12,  1727,  ae  4 

7.  ALLEN  b.  Aug.  18,  1726;  m.  June  13,  1748,  Lydia  North 

They  lived  in  Farmington.  She  was  from  Avon. 

8.  JOHN  b.  Mch.  26,  1734;  m.  Oct.  7,  1757,  Hannah  Dewey;  he  d.  Apl.  27,  1816,  ae  82  she  d. 

They  resided  in  Berlin,  Ct. 

9.  ASAHEL  b. - ;  m  (1)  Jan’y  1,  1764,  Abigail  Gilbert;  he  d. -  she  d.  May  15,  1772 

He  m  (2)  May  3,  1775,  Sarah  Woodruff.  They  resided  in  Berlin,  Ct. 

LINE  OF  DESCENT 

Dea.  Elijah  Hart  b.  1711,  m.  Abigail  Goodrich  b.  1714 

Capt.  Jonathan  Eno  b.  1739,  m.  Mary  Hart  b.  1744 

Salmon  Eno  b.  1779,  m.  Mary  Richards  b.  1785 

Ozias  Buell  Bassette  b.  1807,  m.  Emeline  Eno  b.  1805 

Frederick  Henry  Bassette  b.  1839,  m.  Margaret  Anderson  b.  1844 


6  ch 


7  ch 

2  ch 
2  ch 
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ENSIGN  WILLIAM  GOODRICH  b. - 

SARAH  MARVIN  m.  Oct.  4,  1648 

b.  about  1632  d.  1676 

d.  Dec.,  1702,  ae  70 


See  the  record  of  Ens.  William  Goodrich,  also  his 
ancestry,  which  is  treated  in  a  separate  chapter 
in  connection  with  his  son  John,  who  is  in  our 
direct  line  same  as  his  brother  David  below. 


COL.  DAVID  GOODRICH  b.  May  4,  1667 
HANNAH  WRIGHT  m  (1)  Mch.  7,  1688/9 
b.  Mch.  10,  1670/71  Hannah  Wright 
d.  Apl.  27,  1698  m  (2)  Dec.  1,  1698 

ae  27  Prudence  Churchill 

he  d.  Jan’y  23,  1755 
£e88 

1670/71,  Mch.  10.  Vol.  II,  p 852  Stiles:  Hannah 
Wright,  like  her  husband,  was  born  at  Wethers¬ 
field.  She  was  the  third  of  five  children,  all  girls 
but  one.  Her  mother  died  when  she  was  five  and 
her  father  when  she  was  thirteen.  Their  estate  of 
£673  was  divided  among  but  four  children  so  that 
Hannah  should  have  had  a  nice  dowry  when  she 
married  at  seventeen.  She  left  five  children  to 
perpetuate  her  memory.  She  was  only  27  when 
she  died. 

1698,  Apl.  27.  Vol.  I,  p  12  V  R:  “Hannah 
Goodrich  the  wife  of  David  Goodrich  Deseased 
upon  the  27th  day  of  April  Anno  Do:1698.” 

rich,  his  father,  David  now  ten  years 
so  young. 


1667,  May  4.  Vol.  II,  p  373  Stiles:  David 
Goodrich  was  born  at  Wethersfield,  Conn.,  the 
last  one  of  nine  children.  He  was  of  a  military 
family  more  or  less,  his  father  having  borne  the 
title  Ensign  to  the  grave,  while  brother  William 
was  a  lieutenant  and  brother  Ephraim  a  captain. 
The  following  record  will  show  that  David  spent 
most  of  his  long  life  in  the  country’s  service  as 
soldier  on  the  Governor’s  Council  or  in  the  field; 
and  as  deputy  to  the  General  Court,  auditor  of 
the  Colony,  justice  of  the  peace;  and  as  moderator 
of  town  meetings  and  selectman,  &c.,  at  home.  He 
probably  is  the  most  indexed  of  our  ancestors  in 
all  the  Colonial  Records.  He  was  too  busy  in 
these  matters  to  pile  up  money  apparently,  or 
even  to  keep  in  tact  the  comfortable  fortune  with 
which  both  he  and  his  wife  started  the  battle  of 
life,  for  no  will,  inventory  or  land  distribution  was 
left  to  testify  for  him. 


1676,  Dec.  6.  Vol.  Ill,  p  159  CC:  At  the  dis¬ 
tribution  of  the  estate  of  Ensign  William  Good- 
old,  is  allotted  £130 — a  very  generous  sum  in  those  days  for  one 


1688/9,  Mch.  7.  Vol.  I,  p  12  B  M  D:  “David  Goodrich  And  Hannah  his  wife  ye  Daughter  of  Thomas 
Wright  Dcced  now  Maryed  March  7:16S8.”  David  is  now  21  and  Hannah  is  approaching  her  eighteenth 
birthday.  If  their  combined  inheritances  earned  only  5%,  their  present  worth  would  be  over  £400,  an 
unusually  large  estate  for  a  young  couple  in  those  days. 

1690,  Dec.  23.  Vol.  I,  p  214  T  V:  “Thomas  Griswold  [David  Goodrich  erased]  &  Samll  Wright  chosen 
constabls.”  This  may  indicate  that  David  was  chosen  and  then  declined  though  it  was  not  like  him  to 
decline.  Anyway  the  change  was  made. 

1691,  Dec.  23.  P  219  Do:  “Att  ye  same  meeting  John  Belden  &  David  Goodrich  were  chosen  Sheep- 
masters  for  ye  year  ensueing.” 

1691/2,  Jan’y  12.  Vol.  I,  p  5  rear,  B  M  D:  “The  Ear  Marke  which  David  Goodrich  gives  to  his  cattell, 
horses,  hoggs  and  sheep  is  a  half  Cropp  on  ye  back  side  ye  near  ear  and  a  half  peny  in  ye  fore  side  ye  same 

__  M  99 

ear. 
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1691/2,  Mch.  3.  Vol.  V,  p  38  C  C:  David  Goodrich  is  on  the  jury  at  Hartford  today,  and  again  in  May; 
but  jury  service  was  not  a  specialty  with  him;  he  was  too  active  in  other  affairs  of  state. 

1692,  July  5.  Vol.  I,  p  221  T  V:  “Att  a  Towne  Meetting  David  Goodrich,”  and  two  others,  "were 
chosen  listers.” 

1693/4,  Feb’y  23.  Vol.  II,  p  927  Stiles:  A  second  allotment  of  lands  is  voted  in  the  West  Division,  (later 
Newington  and  part  in  Rocky  Hill  and  Berlin).  David  Goodrich  is  one  of  165  to  participate,  he  drawing 
lot  No.  128  in  Tier  No.  5  now  in  Rocky  Hill.  Distribution  was  on  Apl.  15,  1695. 

1694,  Dec.  20.  Vol.  I,  p  232  T  V:  “Att  this  Town  Metting  ther  was  chosen  for  constables  Jonate 
Belden  &  David  Goodrich.”  Capt.  David  Goodrich  was  chosen  again  on  July  8,  1710. 

1695,  Dec.  23.  P  241  Do:  "Colecters  elected,”  David  Goodrich  being  one. 

1697,  Dec.  27.  P  249  Do:  "There  was  chosen  to  collect  thescool  rate  David  Goodrich  and  John  Howard.” 

1698,  Dec.  1.  Vol.  I,  p  12  B  M  D:  "  David  Goodrich  &  prudence  the  2d  wife  of  said  Goodrich  the  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Benja  Churchill  were  married  on  ye  first  day  of  December :  1 69S  :by  Mr.  Stephen  Mix  Minister  of  ye 
Gospell.”  This  marriage  was  but  seven  months  and  four  days  after  the  first  wife’s  death.  The  five  baby 
children  no  doubt  sorely  needed  a  mother.  Prudence  Churchill  was  but  20  years  old.  In  the  next  24  years 
she  bears  twelve  children  so  that  together  the  seventeen  children  make  one  of  the  biggest  families  in 
Wethersfield.  She  died  May  9,  1752,  at  age  74,  while  her  husband  lived  on  for  three  years  longer.  Referring 
to  the  next  item,  may  it  not  have  been  his  courting  and  honeymoon  with  Prudence  that  led  to  his  failure 
to  heed  the  legal  warning  ? 

1698,  Dec.  23.  Vol.  V,  No.  81  P  C:  David  Goodrich  and  six  other  citizens  of  Wethersfield  are  certified 
to  “for  not  working  at  the  highwaye  when  Legally  warned.” 

1700,  Dec.  30.  Vol.  I,  p  261  T  V :  Sergt.  David  Goodrich  and  three  others  are  "chosen  Selectmen  for  this 
year  ensuing.”  He  was  chosen  again  next  year  also.  In  the  years  1707,  1708,  1713,  1726  and  1753  David 
Goodrich  was  chosen  selectman  though  in  1753  (two  years  before  death)  it  may  refer  to  son  David.  This 
is  the  first  reference  to  “Sergt.  David”  and  our  first  knowledge  that  he  is  in  the  militia.  Now  begins  a 
military  career  of  great  brilliancy. 

1702,  Mch.  30.  Vol.  VII,  p  35  P  Ct,  Hartford:  David  Goodrich  is  one  of  the  appraisers  of  the  Estate  of 
Mr.  Peter  Bulkeley,  mariner,  late  of  Wethersfield.  It  totals  £67-03-00,  but  it  is  not  complete  as  there  is 
money  due  at  Delaware  and  parts  of  a  broken  sloop  at  Block  Island.  From  this  date  down  to  Sept.  25,  1 749 
when  he  helped  to  appraise  the  estate  of  Zephaniah  Hollister  of  Glastonbury  at  £2,535-12-06,  his  name 
occurs  officially  at  least  thirty  times  in  the  Probate  Records  at  Hartford  -  12  times  as  distributor,  12  times 
as  appraiser,  5  times  as  witness  and  one  as  administrator. 

1703.  Vol.  I,  p  318  Stiles:  David  Goodrich  buys  of  brother-in-law  Thomas  Wright  a  part  of  his  house 
lot  on  west  side  of  High  street  in  Wethersfield. 

1703,  Dec.  20.  Vol.  I,  p  270  T  V:  “Sergt  David  Goodrich”  is  one  of  three  on  the  “Committee  for  the 
Scool  for  the  yeare  ensumg.” 

1704,  May  11.  Vol.  Ill,  p  450  G  C:  “And  Capt.  Mathew  Allen  is  appointed  to  be  Captain,  and  Sergt 
David  Goodrich  to  be  Lieutenant  of  the  Souldiers  raised  in  the  Countie  of  Hartford  for  the  said  service.” 
This  particular  service  was  to  march  to  the  relief  of  Hampshire  County  of  Massachusetts  against  threaten¬ 
ing  Indians.  The  Council  of  War  sitting  at  New  London  on  Dec.  13,  1704  ordered  200  souldiers  to  rendez¬ 
vous  at  Hartford  “for  the  releife  of  the  countie  of  Hampshire  and  to  pursue  the  enemy  into  the  wilder- 
nesse.” 

1705,  Dec.  24.  Vol.  I,  p  273  T  V:  Lieut.  David  Goodrich  is  one  of  three  chosen  to  “find  out  &  right 
stating  &  fixing  the  highway  leading  over  Bever  brook  at  Rocky  Hill.” 

1708,  June  1.  Vol.  VII,  p  50  C  C:  David  Goodrich  is  on  the  jury  at  Hartford  and  so  again  on  June  13, 
1710  and  Nov.  18,  1712. 
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1709,  June  21.  Vol.  IV,  p  63  G  C:  At  a  meeting  of  the  Governor  and  Council  at  New  Haven,  it  was 
voted  that  Capt.  David  Goodrich,  Adjutant  of  the  regiment  of  this  Colony  now  going  on  an  expedition 
against  Canada,  be  allowed  same  pay  as  adjutants  of  alike  number  of  troops  get  in  Massachusetts  Bay.  The 
Gipt.  was  not  only  adjutant  on  this  expedition  but  he  was  quartermaster  also.  Mr.  Adjutant  Goodrich’s 
pay  by  the  week  was  to  be  £  1-9-2. 

1710,  July  8.  Vol.  I,  p  289  T  V:  Capt:  David  Goodrich  is  chosen  “to  gather  the  Country  rate  and 
make  up  accounts  with  the  Treasurer.” 

1710,  Oct.  12.  Vol.  IV,  p  124  G  C:  The  General  Assembly  holden  at  New  Haven  granted  to  Capt.  David 
Goodrich  “for  his  care  and  service  as  quartermaster  of  the  Regiment  of  this  Colony  at  the  Wood  Creek  the 
last  year,  £6  mony  besides  the  wages  already  allowed  him  as  Adjutant  of  the  said  regiment.” 

1710/11,  Mch.  9.  Vol.  V,  p  199  G  C,  Ptd:  At  a  Council  meeting,  “upon  application  made  by  Capt. 
David  Goodrich,  Adjutant  in  the  expedition  to  Wood  Creek  in  the  year  1709:  Ordered  that  he  be  paid  the 
wages  allowed  him  per  diem  by  the  Assembly,  and  that  it  run  on  till  his  return  to  Wethersfield  from  the 
Wood  Creek.” 

1711,  May  1.  Vol.  VIII,  p  85  P  Ct,  Hartford:  Thomas  Wright  of  Wethersfield  left  nuncupative  will 
leaving  to  the  children  of  his  brother  David  Goodrich  his  horse,  land  in  the  wolf  swamp,  in  Great  Swamp, 
on  the  Great  Island  in  the  Connecticut  River;  a  heifer,  an  iron  pot,  40  shillings,  a  fire  slice,  pair  of  tongs,  a 
trammill,  gridiron  and  40  shillings  more.  The  Court  appointed  Capt.  David  Goodrich  guardian  of  three 
of  his  own  children,  viz.,  Eleazur,  David  and  Abigail  Goodrich  who  were  minors  remembered  in  this  will. 
Capt.  David  was  also  named  executor  in  the  will. 

1711/12,  Feb’y.  Vol.  I,  391  Stiles:  Capt.  David  Goodrich,  at  the  head  of  one  of  the  two  Companies  in  the 
expedition,  is  dispatched  to  a  point  thirty  miles  above  Deerfield.  The  Companies  were  furnished  with 
moccasins  and  snow  shoes.  This,  says  the  author,  was  an  unprofitable  campaign.  It  was  part  of  the  cam¬ 
paign  which  wrested  from  the  French,  Nova  Scotia,  Newfoundland,  Hudson’s  Bay  and  other  territory. 
The  Treaty  of  Utrecht  in  1712  ended  the  War. 

1712,  May  22.  Vol.  V,  p  340  G  C,  Ptd:  “At  a  Meeting  of  the  Govenor  and  Council,  Capt.  John  Hart 
and  Capt.  David  Goodrich  presented  to  this  board  under  their  hands  the  muster  rolls  of  their  respective 
companys,  which  they  marched  in  February  last  into  the  county  of  Hampshire,  setting  forth  the  time  of 
their  said  service,  and  the  wages  due  to  themselves  and  companies,  which  accounts  were  examined  and 
approved  in  Council,  and  it  was  agreed  that  an  order  be  made  upon  the  treasury  for  the  payment  of  said 
wages.  The  wages  to  Capt.  Hart  and  Company,  was  £84-07-04;  to  Capt.  Goodrich  and  Company,  was 
£80-18-02.” 

1712,  Dec.  24.  Vol.  I,  p  298  TV:  Capt.  David  Goodrich  is  elected  chairman  of  "ye  School  Committee 
this  year  ensuing.” 

1713,  July  6.  Vol.  VIII,  p  148  P  Ct,  Hartford:  Samuel  Talcott,  a  minor  son  of  Cornet  Samuel  Talcott 
of  Wethersfield,  deceased,  made  choice  of  Capt.  David  Goodrich  for  his  guardian.  Recog.  £100. 

1713,  Aug.  17.  Vol.  VI,  p  154  Do:  Capt.  David  Goodrich,  Guardian  to  Samuel  Talcott,  objected  to  the 
Court’s  allowance  of  nine  years’  service  by  James  Patterson  in  taking  care  of  the  children,  &c.,  at  £10  per 
annum  and  the  use  of  Patterson’s  Negro  Man  at  £8  per  annum,  and  appealed  to  the  Superior  Court.  On 
Oct.  5,  1713,  Goodrich  and  Patterson  agreed  on  a  figure  of  £76  and  the  Court  then  appointed  distributors 
one  of  whom  was  our  Thomas  Wright. 

1713,  Dec.  7.  Vol.  I,  p  254  T  V:  Capt.  David  Goodrich  was  chosen  selectman  “for  ye  year  ensuing.” 
This  year  1713  is  made  memorable  by  the  nine  distinct  treaties  of  Utrecht  which  brought  to  a  conclusion 
the  War  of  the  Spanish  Succession.  One  of  these  compelled  England  to  furnish  America  4,800  negroes 
annually.  Another  ceded  to  England  the  French  province  of  Acadia,  and  it  is  noticeable  that  42  years  later, 
1755,  which  marks  the  sad  expulsion  of  the  Acadians,  of  which  Longfellow  sings  in  “Evangeline,”  is  co¬ 
incident  with  the  year  in  which  our  David  died. 
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1714,  Apl.  2.  Vol.  I,  p  108  Stiles:  At  a  Proprietors’  Meeting  in  Wethersfield,  Capt.  David  Goodrich  is 
put  on  a  committee  to  allot  the  lands  in  the  Five  Mile  Extension,  now  known  as  Eastbury. 

1715,  May  12.  Vol.  IV,  p  334  G  C:  “This  Assembly  establish  and  confirm  Mr.  David  Goodrich  to  be 
Captain  of  the  North  Company  or  trainband  in  the  town  of  Wethersfield.’’ 

1715/16,  Jan’y  3.  Vol.  VIII,  p4  PCt,  Hartford:  David  Goodrich  is  named  final  distributor  of  the  estate 
of  Rev.  John  Woodbridge  of  Wethersfield  who  died  Nov.  13,  1696.  He  left  £399-0 1-00. 

1716,  May  10.  Vol.  V,  p  27  G  C:  Capt.  David  Goodrich  was  elected  one  of  two  deputies  for  Wethersfield. 
He  also  was  appointed  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  Hartford  County.  On  this  date,  also,  he  was  one  of  the  12 
tellers  at  the  general  election  for  Governor,  Assistants,  &c.,  -  a  job  which  befitted  him  well  for,  for  over  ten 
years,  he  was  regularly  called  to  this  service.  This  was  his  first  election  to  the  office  of  deputy.  From  this 
date  up  to  the  year  beginning  May  10,  1739,  he  attended  39  sessions  of  the  legislature,  representing  Weth¬ 
ersfield  practically  all  if  not  all  of  the  24  years  intervening.  His  services  as  justice  of  the  peace  began  at  this 
date  also  and  continued  practically  uninterruptedly  for  33  years,  up  to  May  12, 1748  at  least.  He  appears 
repeatedly  and  continually  on  important  Committee  work  of  the  General  Assembly. 

1716,  July  26.  Vol.  VII,  p  473  CC:  Capt.  David  Goodrich  sits  among  the  Justices  as  a  Judge  at  the 
County  Court  today. 

1716,  Dec.  12.  Vol.  IV,  p  1 1  L R:  Benj.  Churchill,  “for  love  &  Good  Will  to  loving  son-in-law  David 
Goodrich  &  Prudence  his  wife  my  own  natural  Daughter,”  gives  them  four  acres  of  Meadow  Land. 

1717,  Dec.  7.  Vol.  II,  p  1  T  V:  “Att  a  Town  meeting  it  was  voted  that  Capt.  David  Goodrich  should 
be  Moderator.”  This  begins  a  long  series  of  elections  to  this  place  of  honor.  For  the  next  30  years  he  was 
practically  every  year  so  honored. 

1718,  Oct.  9.  Vol.  V,  p  145  GC:  Capt.  David  Goodrich  was  one  of  a  committee  of  three  to  hear  and  report 
on  the  boundary  dispute  between  Hartford  and  Glastonbury  in  May  next.  Directly  under  this  entry  the  As¬ 
sembly,  finding  that  “idle  persons,  vagabonds  and  sturdy  beggars”  have  been  increasing  in  the  Colony, 
pass  a  law  to  give  such  persons  duly  apprehended,  fifteen  stripes  on  the  back  and  then  ordered  to  leave 
the  Colony  within  24  hours. 

1719/20,  Mch.  14.  Vol.  II,  p  7  T  V:  “At  ye  same  meeting  Capt.  David  Goodrich  was  Chosen  Town 
Treasurer  and  to  stand  till  ye  town  see  cause  to  chuse  another,  into  whose  hands  the  Towns  arms  &  ammu¬ 
nition  are  to  be  put.” 

1721,  May  11.  Vol.  V,  p  271  G  C:  The  General  Assembly  appoints  a  committee  of  fifteen,  including 
Capt.  Goodrich,  to  see  that  the  proceedings  of  the  Assembly  are  “exactly  entered;”  and,  more  or  less  for 
fifteen  years,  the  Captain  did  the  same  service. 

1721,  May  23.  P  259  Do:  Five  auditors,  David  Goodrich  one,  report  to  the  General  Assembly  that 
“we,  being  appointed  to  receive  of  the  treasurer  the  dead  stock  that  was  in  his  hands  and  burn  them  ,  do 
now  report  that  they  “have  burnt  and  utterly  destroyed  the  said  bills.”  The  committee  was  appointed 
on  May  1 1th. 

1721,  July  14.  Vol.  VI,  p  264  G  C,  Ptd:  The  Council,  sitting  in  New  London,  considers  a  letter  from 
Mr.  Justice  Goodrich  from  Wethersfield,  dated  July  13,  reporting  the  breaking  out  of  smallpox  on  Capt. 
Joseph  Allyn  who  had  just  arrived  in  his  sloop  from  Boston.  It  proceeds  to  issue  two  long  pages  of  regula¬ 
tions  for  all  to  follow  in  order  to  stamp  out  the  disease. 

1722,  Oct.  11.  Vol.  V,  p  323  G  C:  “And  this  Assembly  do  now  authorize  and  appoint  James  Wadsworth 
Esq.,  Mr.  John  Hooker  and  Capt.  David  Goodrich  to  survey  and  run  the  said  lines  of  the  said  lots  and 
erect  bounderies  according  to  law.  ”  This  is  a  case  of  mix  up  of  boundaries  of  certain  settlers  lands  in 
Glastonbury.  In  May  1723  this  had  not  yet  been  done  so  the  Assembly  “revives”  them  and  orders  report 
made  in  October  next. 

1723,  Aug.  20.  Vol.  VI,  p  410  G  C,  Ptd:  Col.  David  Goodrich  is  ordered  by  the  Council  to  head  a  Com- 
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pany  of  sixty  Wethersfield  men  who,  with  men  from  Hartford  and  Windsor,  were  to  be  ready  to  march 
200  strong  against  the  Canadian  Indians  who  were  threatening  Hampshire  County,  Mass. 

1723,  Oct.  10.  Vol.  V,  p  409  G  C:  “This  Court  appoint,  order  and  impower  Colo  Mathew  Allyn  F.sqr, 
Capt.  Roger  Wolcott  Esqr,  Colo  William  Whiting,  Capt.  Aaron  Cook,  Lt.  Nathaniel  Stanly  and  Capt. 
David  Goodrich,  to  be  a  Committee  of  War,”  who,  with  the  Governor,  “shall  have  full  power  during  this 
time  of  danger  by  the  present  War”  to  send  out  troops,  &c.  Up  to  May  29,  1729,  Capt.  Goodrich  attended 
at  least  eight  recorded  sessions  of  this  Council  of  War.  Governor  Joseph  Talcott  was  in  the  chair  during 
these  troublous  years. 

1723,  Oct.  10.  P  401  Do:  David  Goodrich  is  one  of  a  committee  of  four  to  report  to  the  Assembly  on 
the  boundary  dispute  between  Connecticut  and  New  York  State  and  they  suggest  a  joint  Commission  to 
so  perfect  a  line  that  it  “shall  be  forever  taken  to  be  the  line  of  partition  between  this  Colony  and  that 
Province.”  At  the  same  session  he  was  made  chairman  of  a  committee  of  three  to  “lay  out  the  town  of 
Middletown  according  to  their  patent  as  far  as  said  Middletown  bound eth  on  Farmington.  ” 

1723/4,  Feb’y  20.  Vol.  VI,  p  435  G  C,  Ptd:  The  Captain  is  again  ordered  to  be  ready  for  service  in 
Massachusetts,  in  fact  be  ready  to  march  immediately.”  The  Command  went  north  probably  as  far  as 
Fort  Dummer,  near  Brattleboro,  then  the  only  settlement  in  Vermont.  He  stayed  till  the  close  of  the  war 
in  December,  1725  says  one  report;  but  the  records  following  would  indicate  that  he  returned  in  July  of  the 
current  year. 

1724,  July  12.  P  477  Do:  At  meeting  of  Council:  “Upon  consideration  of  a  letter  from  Capt.  David 
Goodrich  dated  July  1 1th,  concluded  that  the  detachment  under  his  command  shall  not  be  drawn  off  until 
some  time  next  week.” 

1724,  Oct.  8.  Vol.  V,  p  440  G  C:  Colo.  David  Goodrich  is  one  of  a  committee  of  six  “who  were  all  sworn 
truly  and  faithfully  to  receive,  sort  and  count  the  said  votes”  for  the  “choice  of  a  Governour.” 

1724,  Oct.  8.  P  455  Do:  David  Goodrich  is  one  of  a  committee  of  six  to  report  to  the  General  Assembly 
with  reference  to  the  war  between  Massachusetts  Province  and  the  Eastward  Indians.  They  recommend 
that  Massachusetts  “try  once  more  to  maturely  look  into  the  grounds  of  said  war,  least  hapily  through 
haste  or  otherwise  .  .  .  the  desired  success  could  not  be  expected.” 

1724,  Nov.  2.  Vol.  VI,  p  508  G  C,  Ptd:  Col.  David  Goodrich  is  one  of  the  Council  with  Gov.  Talcott 
who  “Resolve  That  the  bills  of  Credit  ordered  by  the  General  Assembly  in  October  last  to  be  imprinted, 
that  the  five  pound  bills  on  the  back  side  shall  be  printed,  viz:  [this  indented  bill  of  five  pounds  due  from 
the  Colony  of  Connecticutt  in  New  England  to  the  possessor.  Hartford,  December  the  1st,  Anno  Dom,  1724 
by  order  of  the  Governour  and  Council].”  Col.  Goodrich  sat  again  in  the  Council  on  Nov.  22,  1725. 

1725,  May  13.  Vol.  V,  p  465  G  C:  “This  Assembly  do  appoint  Mathew  Allyn  Esqr,  Colo.  David 
Goodrich,”  and  five  others,  “or  any  two  of  them,  to  adjust  the  Colony’s  accounts  with  the  Treasurer.”  The 
Assembly  also  appointed  a  committee  of  five,  with  Colo.  Goodrich  one,  “for  the  managing  of  the  affairs 
of  the  war  and  to  call  Capt.  Williams,  Captain  of  the  Indians,  to  account  for  the  guns  belonging  to  this 
Colony  that  were  delivered  to  the  said  Indians  in  thier  march  into  Hampshire  County,  and  for  any 
sums  of  money  received  by  said  Williams  out  of  the  treasury  that  did  not  of  right  belong  to  him.” 

1725,  Aug.  11. Vol.  VI,  p  551  G  C,  Ptd:  Col.  David  Goodrich  is  one  of  five  to  sit  in  a  Council  of  War 
with  Hon.  Joseph  Talcott,  Governour.  They  consider  the  fact  that  lately  some  Indians  are  painting 
themselves  and  “forasmuch  as  painting  is  the  badge  of  war  used  by  the  Indians  now  in  war  with  the  Eng- 
lish,  and  there  is  no  occasion  for  any  Indians  that  are  real  friends  to  the  English  to  paint,”  the  Council 
proceeds  to  make  rules  to  forbid  it  and  to  require  Indians  to  present  themselves  for  inspection  as  deemed 
necessary. 

1725,  Oct.  14.  Vol.  V,  p  505  G  C:  The  General  Assembly  names  the  Colonel  chairman  of  a  Committee 
of  three  to  “finally  determine  the  dividing  line  between  Middletown  and  Farmingtown”  and  erect  suitable 
monuments  thereon. 
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1726,  Mch.  26.  Vol.  5,  p  122  L  R:  Colo.  David  Goodrich,  for  3  acres  of  land  valued  at  £120  on  the  east 
and  north  of  his  land,  deeds  to  Nathaniel  Burnham  of  Wethersfield  22>-i  acres  on  Middletown  line,  one 
acre  in  the  great  meadow  and  four  acres  in  Beaver  meadow. 

1726,  Aug.  16.  Vol.  VII,  p  51  G  C,  Ptd:  David  Goodrich,  Rev.  Stephen  Mix  and  five  others  petitioned 
the  General  Assembly  for  a  “Commission  of  sewers”  for  draining  their  lands  which  lay  in  the  tract  en¬ 
closed  by  High  street,  Sandy  Lane  and  what  is  now  Prison  street.  The  petition  was  granted  and  com¬ 
mission  appointed  consisting  of  Thomas  Wright,  John  Curtis  and  Elizur  Goodrich. 

1726,  Aug.  16.  P  52  Do:  Col.  David  Goodrich,  Justice  of  the  Peace,  is  present  at  a  session  of  the  Council 
in  Hartford.  He  was  present  at  sessions  of  Nov.  7,  1717,  Nov.  22,  1727,  and  Feb’y  19, 1727/8.  At  the  lasr 
named  meeting,  it  being  “evident  to  this  board  that  by  sudden  and  awful  providence  of  God,  by  fire,  a 
great  part  of  the  estate  of  Isaac  Boardman,  late  of  Wethersfield,  now  of  Bolton,  was  consumed,”  the  Board 
now  recommends  to  the  congregations  in  both  those  towns  to  take  up  offerings  for  Boardman’s  relief. 

1727,  Oct.  12.  Vol.  V,  p  601  G  C:  Col.  David  Goodrich  is  one  of  a  committee  of  three  to  investigate  and 
report  to  the  General  Assembly  on  the  matter  of  dividing  Lebanon  into  two  Societies. 

1727/8,  Jan’y  4.  P  634  Do:  James  Wadsworth,  David  Goodrich  &  Thomas  Kimberly  report  to  the 
General  Assembly  that  they  as  their  Committee  have  been  to  Lebanon  and  are  agreed  “that  it  is  for  the 
best  good  of  said  society  that  the  same  be  divided  into  two  distinct  parishes  or  societies.” 

1728,  Oct.  10.  P  670  Do:  The  Captain  is  one  of  three  named  in  March  to  lay  out  the  town  of  Simsbury 
“to  the  contents  of  ten  square  miles”,  who  now  report  the  job  as  done. 

1728/9,  Jan’y  14.  Vol.  XII,  p  188  P  Ct,  Hartford:  David  Goodrich  is  head  apprasier  of  the  estate  of 
George  Stilman  of  Wethersfield  who  left  estate  of  £3,622-04-07.  James  Stilman  of  New  York,  banker,  in 
honor  of  his  ancestry  in  Wethersfield,  backed  Dr.  Stiles  in  the  work  of  producing  his  monumental  work  on 
this  town. 

1729,  May  29.  Vol.  VII,  p  249  G  C,  Ptd:  Col.  David  Goodrich  is  member  of  the  Council  which  author¬ 
ized  £50  to  be  spent  for  the  erection  of  a  battery  at  New  London  with  four  cannon,  stoves,  &c. 

1730,  Oct.  8.  Vol.  VI,  p  8  G  C:  “Upon  consideration  had  in  this  Assembly  on  the  pleas  made  on  the 
side  of  Midletown  against  the  allowing  and  confirming  the  line  between  Midletown  and  Farmington, 
according  to  the  return  of  Coll.  David  Goodrich  and  Capt.  Thomas  Seymour  to  this  Assembly,”  it  is  now 
voted  to  give  Middletown  a  chance  to  have  the  line  run  again  by  surveyors  at  their  own  cost  in  the  presence 
of  Farmington  selectmen  and  make  report  to  the  Assembly  next  May;  otherwise  the  line  must  remain 
forever  as  above  committee  made  it. 

1733,  May  10.  P  130  Do:  The  East  line  of  New  Hartford  “on  Symsbury  west  line,  as  stated  by  Coll. 
David  Goodrich  and  Mr.  Thomas  Kimberly,  deceased,”  is  fixed  with  the  other  boundaries  and  the  town 
“is  hereby  named,  and  shall  forever  hereafter  be  named  New  Hartford.” 

1733,  Oct.  11.  P  144  Do:  “Ordered,  That  Nathaniel  Stanley  Esq'  and  Coll.  David  Goodrich  wait  upon 
the  Reverend  Mr.  Elisha  Williams,  recor  of  Yale  College,  and  in  the  name  of  this  Assembly  desire  of  him 
a  copy  of  the  sermons  he  preached  before  them  on  the  Sabbath,  being  the  14th  of  October  instant,  in  order 
that  the  same  may  be  printed  at  the  cost  of  this  government.”  This  Rev.  Mr.  Williams  was  the  first 
minister  of  the  Newington  Society,  we  believe,  and  they  received  a  bonus  of  £100  for  letting  him  go  to 
Yale. 

1733,  Dec.  18.  Vol.  XI,  p  328  P  Ct,  Hartford:  Joseph  Cowle  of  Wethersfield  leaves  estate  of  £518-03-10, 
appraised  this  date  by  David  Goodrich  with  two  others.  On  March  31,  1736  White  Cowle,  age  13  years, 
daughter  of  deceased,  chose  David  Goodrich  to  be  her  guardian. 

1735,  May  8.  Vol.  VI,  p  203  G  C:  “This  Assembly  do  appoint  Coll.  David  Goodrich  and  Capt.  John 
Chester  to  return  the  thanks  of  this  Assembly  to  Rev.  Mr.  Stephen  Mix  who  preached  before  it  this  day. 

1735,  May  8.  P  218  Do:  The  proprietors  of  Symsbury  memorialize  the  Assembly  showing  that  it  did 
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impowcr  David  Goodrich,  Thomas  Kimberly  and  Jonathan  Burnham  to  correct  their  area  to  a  ten  square 
mile  basis,  as  originally  granted,  and  that  the  said  committee  did,  in  the  months  of  March  and  April,  1723, 
so  lay  out  the  town.  Now  Symsbury  asks  for  a  patent  accordingly. 

1738,  May  11.  P  368  Do:  “Upon  the  memorial  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Harwinton,”  praying 
for  a  committee  to  come  and  determine  a  place  where  to  build  a  meeting  house,  it  is  resolved  that  Coli 
David  Goodrich,  Capt  John  Chester  and  Mr.  Jonathan  Burnham  go  to  Harwinton  at  its  cost,  “and  view 
and  affix  a  place  to  build  a  meeting  house  on,”  and  report  to  the  Assembly  next  October. 

1739,  May  10.  P  403  Do:  “Coll.  David  Goodrich,  and  Capt.  John  Chester,  for  Wethersfield”  is  the  last 
record  of  the  Colonel’s  service  as  Representative  to  the  General  Assembly.  In  October  only  Capt.  Chester 
attended.  In  May  there  were  but  44  towns  represented. 

1741/2,  Jan’y  16.  Vol.  X,  p  109  P  Ct,  Hartford:  David  Goodrich,  J.  P.,  certifies  to  the  £600  guardian¬ 
ship  papers  of  Joseph  Goodrich,  guardian  of  Ephraim  Goodrich,  now  14  years  old. 

1746/7,  Jan’y  27.  Vol.  7,  p  305  L  R,  Hartford:  Col.  David  Goodrich  sells  for  £190  money  old  Tenor,  to 
Jonathan  Bigelow  the  piece  of  land  in  Hartford  South  Meadow  which  he  bought  in  1732  for  £114.  This 
deed  and  the  corresponding  grantee  deed  of  1732  are  the  only  ones  filed  in  Hartford  in  the  name  of  David 
Goodrich.  At  this  sale  he  was  80  years  old. 

1748,  May  12.  Vol.  VII,  p  443  G  C:  This  is  the  last  session  of  the  General  Assembly  in  which  David 
Goodrich’s  name  appears,  this  being  the  last  of  practically  33  annual  elections  to  the  office  of  Justice  of  the 
Peace  for  Hartford  County. 

1749,  Sept.  5.  Vol.  XV,  p  333  P  Ct,  Hartford:  David  Goodrich  and  Samuel  Kimberly  take  the  inventory 
of  the  estate  of  Zephaniah  Hollister  of  Glastonbury,  amounting  to  £2,535-12-06. 

1751,  Nov.  1.  Vol.  9,  p  143  L  R:  Colo  David  Goodrich  buys  of  Elizur  Goodrich  Jr.,  for  £500  old  Tenor, 
one  and  one  quarter  acres  south  of  his  own  land. 

1755,  Jan’y  23.  GSR,  Wethersfield:  “  Here  lies  Intcrr’d  |  The  Body  of  Col nI  |  David  Goodrich,  Esq.  | 
Who  Departed  this  |  Life  Janry  23d  |  A.  D.  1755.  In  the  |  88th  year  of  his  Age.  |  Here  lies  Intcrr’d  j  the 
Body  of  Mr9  |  Prudence  Goodrich,  |  the  wife  of  Col nl  David  j  Goodrich,  Esqr  Who  |  Departed  this  Life  | 
May  ye  9th  A.  D.  |  1752.  In  the  74th  year  |  of  her  Age.” 

A  search  of  the  records  reveals  no  will,  inventory  or  probate,  and  it  is  passing  strange  to  find  such  a 
result  following  one  who  was  so  signally  honored  throughout  his  career.  Among  his  descendants  were  Lt. 
Gov.  Chauncey  Goodrich  of  Conn.,  Samuel  G.  Goodrich  (Peter  Parley),  Prof.  Chauncey  A.  Goodrich  of 
Yale  and  others  of  distinction. 


CHILDREN 

(all  bom  at  Wethersfield;  first  five  by  first  wife;  last  twelve  by  second  wife) 

1.  JOSIAH  b.  June  15, 1690;  m  (1)  Dec.  5, 1711,  Sarah  Porter;  he  d.  Sept.  13, 1731,  ae  41  shed.  July  3,  1726,  ae  34  10  ch 

He  married  (2)  Nov.  10, 1726,  Sarah  Mix  and  had  by  her  two  children.  She  was  daughter  of  Rev.  Stephen  Mix  2  ch 
of  Wethersfield  and  died  Dec.  13,  1748.  First  wife  was  of  Hadley,  Mass.  They  resided  in  Wethersfield  and  in 
Tolland,  Conn.  His  inventory  totalled  £2,696-12-03. 

2.  ELIZABETH  b.  Nov.  19,  1691;  m.  Dec.  29,  1709,  Allen  Goodrich  (see  below) 

3.  COL.  ELIZUR  b.  Mch.  30,  1693;  m.  Apl.  22,  1714,  Anna  Talcott;  he  d.  Apl.  4,  1774,  ae  81  she  d.  Jan’y  3,  1  ch 

1776,  ae  83 

They  lived  in  Wethersfield.  In  1745  he  was  Colonel  of  regiment  in  expedition  against  Louisburg  and  Cape 
Breton.  The  Hartford  Courant  of  April  26,  1774  says,  "by  his  genial  conduct,  his  great  humanity  and  benevo¬ 
lence  he  obtained  the  estimation  and  love  of  the  officers  and  soldiers.”  He  was  many  times  elected  to  the 
General  Assembly. 

4.  DEA.  DAVID  b.  Dec.  8,  1694;  m.  Dec.  31,  1721,  Hepzibah  Boardman;  he  d.  July  14,  1785,  ae  91  she  d.  10  ch 

Dec.  9,  1782,  ae  82 

They  resided  at  Rocky  Hill,  Ct.  He  was  deacon  there  for  46  years.  Gravestone  marks  their  graves.  His  wife 
was  of  Hatfield,  Mass. 
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5.  ABIGAIL  b.  Apl.  2,  1697;  she  d.  Sept.  23,  1712,  x  15 

6.  HEZEKIAH  b.  Jan’y  28,  1699/1700;  m.  Oct.  16,  1729,  Honor  Deming;  he  d.  Oct.  9,  1732,  x  32  she  d.  2  ch 

Sept.  3,  1778,  x  77 

They  listed  in  Wethersfield,  his  inventory  amounting  to  £1,643-1 1-01.  She  m  (2)  July  5,  1733,  Dr.  Thomas 
Perrin. 

7.  PRUDENCE  b.  June  18,  1701;  m  (1)  Capt.  David  Hubbard;  she  d.  Nov.  29,  1783,  x  83  he  d.  Oct.  13, 

1760,  x  63 

He  grad.  Yale,  1721.  They  lived  in  Eastbury,  Conn.  He  rep.  Glastonbury  in  G.  A.  19  sessions.  They  had  sev¬ 
eral  children.  She  m  (2)  Judah  Holcomb. 

8.  SARAH  b.  Mch.  12,  1702/3;  m  (1) - Lord;  she  d.  Nov.  5,  1784,  a  81  he  d. 

She  married  (2) - Ward.  He  died  and  she  married  (3) - Starr. 

9.  MARY  b.  Dec.  15,  1704;  m.  Sept.  28,  1736,  Peter  Bontecou;  she  d.  June  13,  1740,  x  36  he  d. 

10.  HANNAH  b.  Aug.  2,  1707;  m.  Isaac  Hubbard;  she  d.  Sept.  3,  1773,  a:  66  he  d. 

11.  CAPT.  JEREMIAH  b.  Sept.  9,  1709;  m.  July  6,  1732,  Ruth  Kimberley;  he  d.  May  8,  1792,  x  83  she  d.  5  ch 

They  resided  in  Wethersfield.  Ruth  was  of  Glastonbury,  her  father  Hon.  Thomas  having  been  Speaker  of  the 
House  of  Representatives. 

12.  ANN  b.  Feb’y  14,  1711/12;  m  (1)  James  Reynolds;  she  d.  Nov.  15,  1784,  x  72  he  d.  Mch.,  1732,  x  29  2  ch 

He  died  in  West  Indies  with  inv’y  of  £612-05-11.  She  married  (2) - Jones. 

13.  ZEBULON  b.  Nov.  22,  1713;  m.  Jan’y  8,  1735/6,  Anna  Francis;  he  d.  July  9,  178S,  x  75  she  d.  8  ch 

They  resided  in  Wethersfield  and  in  New  Britain  parish  of  Berlin.  He  joined  the  New  Britain  Church  May  21, 

1758  by  letter  from  the  church  in  Newington.  She  was  sister  to  Lt.  Elijah  Francis  of  Stanley  Quarter  whose 
wife  was  said  to  be  the  only  person  in  the  parish  who  dared  to  tell  Dr.  Smalley  his  faults. 

14.  BENJAMIN  b.  Nov.  13,  1715;  m.  Oct.  5,  1737,  Hannah  Olmsted;  he  d.  Mch.  14,  1797,  a:  82  she  d.  14  ch 

They  resided  in  Hancock,  Mass.  She  (b.  July  16,  1721)  was  from  Ridgefield,  Conn.  Seven  of  the  fourteen 
children  became  Shakers  at  Hancock. 

15.  ABIGAIL  b.  Jan’y  18,  1717/18;  m. - Russell;  she  d.  Sept.  9,  1761,  a:  43  he  d. 

16.  CAPT.  CHARLES  b.  Aug.  7,  1720;  m  (1)  Dec.  25,  1747,  Lucy  Ward;  he  d.  Nov.  16,  1816,  x  96  she  d.  3  ch 

Sept.  3,  1769 

In  1752  he  built  the  second  house  in  Pittsfield,  Mass.,  driving  the  first  horse  and  wagon  that  ever  entered  the 
town.  At  the  50th  anniversary  of  Pittsfield  he  was  at  82  drawn  through  the  streets  by  50  yoke  of  oxen,  stand¬ 
ing  on  a  stone  drag  holding  a  plow.  He  m  (2)  June  5,  1772,  Hannah  Ward,  sister  of  the  first  wife,  who  bore 
three  children  and  died  April  10,  1S26.  He  was  a  Captain  in  the  Revolution.  3  ch 

17.  MILLICENT  b.  Jan'y  23,  1722/3;  m.  Dec.  14,  1741,  Dea.  Nathan  Olmsted;  she  d.  Dec.  3,  1749,  x  26  he  d.  5  ch 

July  30,  1805,  ae  88 

They  were  of  Ridgefield,  Conn.  He  m  (2)  Feb’y  12,  1751/7,  Mrs.  Sarah  Smith  and  they  had  ten  children.  10  ch 
Three  of  the  sons  were  in  the  fight  at  the  burning  of  Ridgefield,  1777,  when  Gen.  Wooster  was  killed. 


LINE  OF  DESCENT 

Allen  Goodrich  b.  1690,  m.  Elizabeth  Goodrich  b.  1691 

Dea.  Elijah  Hart  b.  1711,  m.  Abigail  Goodrich  b.  1714 

Capt.  Jonathan  Eno  b.  1739,  m.  Mary  Hart  b.  1744 

Salmon  Eno  b.  1779,  m.  Mary  Richards  b.  17S5 

Ozias  Buell  Bassette  b.  1807,  m.  Emeline  Eno  b.  1805 

Frederick  Henry  Bassette  b.  1839,  m.  Margaret  Anderson  b.  1844 
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1290.  Hartford  Times,  Mch.  3,  1909:  “In  the 
latter  part  of  the  thirteenth  century  John  Gris- 
wold  of  Kenilworth,  Warwick  Co.,  England,  mar- 
ried  the  daughter  of  William  Huggerford  since  his 
daughter  Ann  married  Thomas  Hawes  of  Shirley 
in  1311.”  This  quotation  is  from  Noel  Little  who 
says  further,  “I  would  say  that  the  descent  of 
Edward  and  Matthew  Griswold  of  Windsor, 
Conn.,  and  Lyme,  Conn.,  according  to  the  researches  of  Mr.  Robert  Pemberton,  curate  of  St.  Alphege 
Church  at  Solihull,  and  of  Mr.  Philip  E.  Martineau,  and  confirmed  by  my  own  personal  researches,  would 
seem  beyond  a  doubt,  to  be  as  follows.” 

In  the  same  paper  R.  M.  Griswold  M.D.,  of  Kensington,  Conn.,  says,  “  It  is  said  that  a  larger  number 
of  parish  records  exist  in  Solihull,  Knowle  and  vicinity,  than  any  parishes  in  England,  except  London, 
and  as  the  Griswolds  lived  at  Solihull  from  the  early  part  of  1200,  and  were  always  one  of  the  leading  and 
for  many  generations  the  most  prominent  family  and  largest  land  holders  in  the  parishes  of  Solihull  and 
Knowle,  there  seems  to  be  but  little  doubt  of  their  line  of  descent.”  This  Times  article  says  further,  “Mr. 
C.  A.  Hoppin  has  also  established  the  Griswold  line  to  his  own  satisfaction.  Knowle  is  where  the  Wards 
came  from  to  Wethersfield  and  Branford,  Conn.,  and  Newark,  N.  J.  Solihull  and  Knowle  are  both  not 
far  from  Birmingham,  in  the  rich  midland  country.”  L3ter  reference  is  made  to  the  corruption  in  America 
of  Kenilworth  to  Killingworth.  Mr.  Little  calls  attention  to  the  interesting  fact,  however,  that  he  found 
in  the  Register  of  the  Guilde  of  Knowle,  begun  in  1407,  that  the  oldest  records  show  spelling  of  Kylling- 
worth,  not  Kenilworth. 

In  the  “March  of  Christ  Down  the  Centuries”  Dr.  Crafts  gives  this  picture  of  the  twelfth  and  thirteenth 
centuries.  Theologically  it  is  the  time  of  the  Schoolmen,  who  made  the  first  modern  applications  of 
reason  to  religion,  in  such  fanciful  questions,  indeed,  as  ‘How  many  angels  can  dance  on  the  point  of  a 
needle?’  but  it  was  a  bold  thing  then  to  reason  at  all.  The  orthodox  doctrine  then  was  that  for  every  one 
except  the  Pope  the  head  was  only  a  hat-rack;  he  alone  had  a  right  to  use  the  interior  furniture.  The 
reasonings  of  the  schoolmen  are  important  as  the  faint  prelude  to  the  Reformation.  Sociologically  this 
was  the  period  of  the  Germanic  awakening,  of  the  Neibelungenlicd,  of  the  Crusades,  in  which  the  people 
of  Europe,  even  in  war,  learned  new  lessons  of  human  brotherhood  by  intermingling,  and  especially  by 
cooperation  against  the  Turk,  a  cooperation  to  which  they  have  been  called  anew  in  our  times,  to  rescue 
not  Christ’s  empty  tomb  but  his  living  representatives.” 

CHILDREN 

(children  under  this  and  the  next  seven  generations  are  not  stated,  since  only  the  direct  line  is  reported) 


JOHN  GRISWOLD  b. - 

- HUGGERFORD  m.  a  1290 

b.  -  d. - 

d.  - 

Miss  Huggerford  was  daughter  of  William 
Huggerford  of  Hulverle  Hall,  Solihull. 


RALPH  GRISWOLD  b. 

MARGARET  DADLEY  m. 


d. 


They  lived  probably  to  witness  the  treaty  of 
Northampton,  signed  Mch.  1,  1328,  which  ac¬ 
knowledged  the  independence  of  Scotland  by 
reason  of  the  brilliant  victories  of  Robert  Bruce. 
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RICHARD  GRISWOLD 

- GROME 

b. - 

d. - 


m. 

d. 


She  was  daughter  of  Wm.  Grome  of  Kimenhall. 


He  was  of  Solihull  Hall,  Warwickshire.  They 
felt  the  thrill  probably  of  the  battle  of  Cr6cy, 
fought  Aug.  26,  1346,  in  which  the  English  de¬ 
feated  the  French,  using  for  the  first  time  in  the 
world  firearms  and  cannon. 


THOMAS  GRISWOLD 

ISABEL  GRANGE 

b. - 

d. - 


m. 

d. 


In  their  day  the  House  of  Stew'art  began  with 
the  crowning  of  Robert  II,  on  Mch.  26,  1371,  King 
of  Scotland.  For  343  years  from  now  14  Stewarts 
sat  upon  the  Scottish,  and  six  of  these  also  on  the 
English,  throne  -  “as  unhappy  a  race  as  ever  wore 
a  crown.” 


JOHN  GRISWOLD 
MARGARET  BROMLEY 

b. - 

d. - 

She  was  of  Langdon  Hall. 


m. 

d. 


In  their  day,  Jan’y  13,  1404,  English  chemists 
were  forbidden  to  use  the  resources  of  their  crafts 
to  manufacture  precious  metals. 


JOHN  GRISWOLD 

ELIZABETH - 

b. - 

d. - 


m. 

d. 


He  was  of  Langdon  Hall.  Very  likely  he  heard 
of  the  great  protest  which  arose  in  Bohemia  when 
John  Huss  was  arrested  through  Catholic  instiga¬ 
tion  on  Nov.  28,  1414  and  later  martyred.  Huss 
had  been  inspired  by  Wyclifif  and  was  declaring 
for  the  open  Bible  for  everybody. 


RICHARD  GRISWOLD 
JOAN  ST  ACKLEY 

b. - 

d. - 


b. 


She  was  of  Paxhall. 


m  (1)  Joan  Stackley 
m  (2)  Alice  — — 
he  d. - 


Of  Langdon  Hall.  His  memorial  tablet  is  at 
St.  Alphege  Church,  Solihull.  In  his  day  on  Feb’y 
12,  1448  Parliament  granted  to  the  King  a  Poll 
Tax  of  6s  on  stranger  merchants. 


THOMAS  GRISWOLD 

ALICE  PARKER 

b. - 

d. - 


m  (1)  Alice  Parker 
m  (2)  Jane  Batle 
m  (3)  Isabel  Woodwell 
he  d. - 


He  was  of  Solihull.  His  memorial  tablet  is  at 
St.  Alphege  Church,  Solihull.  About  this  time 
(1476)  Columbus  was  laying  his  plans  of  finding 
India  by  sailing  West,  before  Ferdinand  &  Isabella. 


RICHARD  GRISWOLD 
MARGARET  HALL 

b. - 

d. - 


m. 

d. 


Probably  in  their  lifetime  Vasco  de  Gama 
landed  at  Cape  of  Good  Hope  and  called  the  place 
Natal  (Dec.  25,  1497);  and  Vespucci  discovered 
the  Bay  of  Rio  de  Janeiro  (Jan’y  1,  1502). 
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HENRY  GRISWOLD 

DOROTHY  JAMES 

b. - 

d. - 


b. -  He  was  of  Greet.  He  was  probably  alive  to  ex- 

n. -  press  his  opinion  on  the  excommunication  of 

d. -  Martin  Luther  on  Jan’y  3,  1521  because  of  his 

protestant  publications. 


CHILDREN 

1.  HUMPHREY  b. - ;  m.  Elizabeth  Bourne 

From  them  descended  the  Griswolds  of  Malvern  Hall. 

2.  GEORGE  bp.  Apl.  23,  1548;  m. - (see  below) 

3.  RICHARD  b. 

4.  WILLIAM  b. 


GEORGE  GRISWOLD 


bp.  Apl.  23,  1548 


b. 

d. 


m. 

d. 


1548,  Apl.  23.  Do:  This  baptism  of  George 
Gresolde  is  recorded  in  the  Solihull  Registry,  and 
may  be,  says  Salisbury,  the  father  of  our  Edward. 
Mr.  Robert  Pemberton,  curate  of  St.  Alphege 

- -  Church  at  Solihull,  Mr.  Philip  E.  Martineau,  Mr. 

Noel  Little  and  Mr.  Hoppin,  reliable  authorities,  all  believe  that  this  George  of  Kenilworth  was  the 
George  above  and  the  father  of  Edward  and  Matthew  who  came  from  Kenilworth  to  America.  The  mar¬ 
riage  record  of  George  Griswold  has  not  been  found  as  yet.  “Fifty  Puritan  Ancestors,’’  by  Nash,  names 
five  children  of  George,  vie.,  Edward,  Matthew,  Thomas  of  England,  Francis  of  Cambridge,  Mass.,  and 
our  Michael  of  Wethersfield.  We  claim,  however,  only  the  three  named  in  the  deposition  of  George  and 
John  Griswold,  his  great  grandsons,  below. 


At  this  time,  1548,  Luther  had  been  dead  for  2  years,  but  the  Reformation  was  making  great  headway. 
The  politic  Charles  V  in  1548  framed  the  Augsburg  Interim  -  an  attempt  to  supply  a  common  religious 
platform  for  all  parties  in  the  empire,  and  thus  by  his  own  imperial  authority  put  an  end  to  the  schism. 
As  though  right  and  wrong  could  be  harmonized  short  of  right  completely  triumphant! 


1700,  May  9.  Vol.  I,  p  349  Stiles:  “The  deposition  of  George  Griswold:  George  Griswold,  aged  about 
67  years,  testifiethas  followeth:  In  hisyouthfull  years,  he  lived  with  his  father  in  England,  in  a  town  called 
Kellingsworth,  or  Killingsworth,  in  Warwickshire.  He  did  several  times  here  his  father  Edward  say,  that 
the  house  in  which  they  then  lived  and  lands  belonging  thereto  belonged  to  his  brother  Matthew  Griswold, 
aforesaid.  Sworn  to  by  George  Griswold  before  an  attorney  May  9,  1700,  at  Hartford,  Joseph  Curtiss, 
Clerk.” 


1737/8,  Jan’y  19.  P  122  Mag.  of  Am  Hist  (1884):  “The  testimony  of  Capt.  Geo.  Griswold,  age  about 
72  years,  and  the  testimony  of  Mr.  John  Griswold,  age  about  69  yrs.,  they  both  being  sons  of  George 
Griswold,  the  deponents  being  both  of  Windsor,  Co.  Hartford,  and  colony  of  Connecticut  in  New  England, 
as  follows:  Viz.,  that  our  Grandfather’s  name  was  Edward  Griswold  and  it  was  formerly  and  has  ever 
since  been  always  accepted  and  reputed  that  our  said  Grandfather’s  father’s  name  was  George  Griswold 
and  the  said  George  Griswold,  our  Great  Grandfather,  had  three  sons,  the  eldest  named  Edward,  the 
second  -  Matthew  and  the  third  or  youngest  named  Thomas,  and  the  said  Edward,  the  eldest  son  and 
the  said  Matthew,  the  second  son,  came  into  New  England  from  Killingworth  in  Warwickshire,  in  Eng¬ 
land;  and  in  all  our  discussions  amongst  the  families  of  the  said  Griswolds  in  New  England,  together  with 
other  elderly  observing  gentlemen,  they  are  and  have  ever  been  so  accepted  and  reputed  to  be  without 
contradiction  or  gainsaying,  according  to  the  best  of  our  remembrance.  And  the  deponents  further  add 
and  say  that  the  above  named  Edward  Griswold’s  eldest  son  has  always  been  called  and  reputed  to  be 
Francis  Griswold’s  without  any  contradiction  or  gainsaying  as  aforesaid  that  we  know  of. 

“Windsor,  in  Hartford  Co.,  in  Connecticut,  New  England,  personally  appeared  on  the  19th  day  of 
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January,  anno  Dom,  1737-8,  Captain  Geo.  Griswold  and  John  Griswold,  the  above  named  deponents, 
and  made  solemn  oath  in  due  form  of  law  to  the  truth  of  the  above  written  testimony,  before  me,  Henry 
Allyn,  Justice  Peace.” 


CHILDREN 

(per  deposition  of  grand-children  as  above) 

1.  EDWARD  b.  1607;  m.  1630,  Margaret  HW:s  (see  below) 

2.  MATTHEW  b.  1620;  m.  Oct.  16,  1646,  Anna  Wolcott 

Matthew  was  agent  for  Col.  Fenwick.  He  was  a  lawyer;  also  a  stone  cutter.  See  in  Wolcott  Genealogy  the 
pictures  of  the  stone  tables  over  the  graves  of  his  father-in-law  and  mother-in-law,  made  by  him.  She  was 
Matthew’s  cousin,  daughter  of  Henry  Wolcott.  Their  grandson  J  udge  John  (3)  was  father  of  Gov.  Matthew  Gris¬ 
wold  (4)  of  Lyme  (1784-S6)  who  m.  Nov.  10,  1743,  Ursula  W'olcott,  dau.  of  Gov.  Roger  Wolcott  (1751-54) 
and  their  son  was  Gov.  Roger  Griswold  (1811-12)  of  Conn.  Ursula  Wolcott  also  had  brother  and  nephew 
who  were  Governors  of  Connecticut  -  thus  5  Governors  all  around  her.  Who  else  can  match  it? 

3.  THOMAS  b. - ;  m.  1634, - .  He  remained  in  Kenilworth,  England. 


DEA.  EDWARD  GRISWOLD  b.  1607 

MARGARET  BUCKS  m  (1)  a  1630 

b.  -  Margaret  Hicks 

d.  Aug.  23,  1670  m  (2)  1672 

Wid.  Sarah  Bemis 
he  d.  1691,  ae  84 

1670,  Aug.  23.  Vol.  II,  p  350  Stiles:  Margaret 
Griswold,  mother  of  eleven  children,  was  a  real 
pioneer  pilgrim.  After  nine  years  of  married  life  in 
England,  with  five  baby  children,  she  braved  the 
wilderness  of  the  New  World  at  Windsor.  Here 
she  lived  for  a  full  quarter  of  a  century,  and  then 
lived  for  seven  years  in  the  new  virgin  town  of 
Kenilworth,  Conn.,  which  was  named  for  her  home 
town  in  England.  At  about  60  years  of  age  she 
passed  to  her  reward.  Her  gravestone  marked 
“M.  G.  1670”  is  known  as  the  oldest  monument 
in  the  Congregational  graveyard  at  Clinton,  Ct. 
(formerly  part  of  Killingworth).  The  author  of  a 
Griswold  Gen.  who  lives  in  Syracuse,  N.  Y.,  is 
authority  for  the  name  Hicks  (W.  W.  letter  of 
Oct.  7,  1917). 


1607.  Vol.  II,  No.  203  PC:  When  seventy  seven 
years  old  Edward  Griswold  made  a  deposition 
which  places  his  birthday  in  this  year  when  Eng¬ 
lish  colonists  were  founding  Jamestown,  Virginia. 
He  was  born  probably  in  the  town  of  Kenilworth, 
Warwick  County,  England,  from  which  place  he 
later  emigrated  to  America  with  wife  Margaret 
and  five  young  children. 

1630.  Vol.  II,  p  350  Stiles:  Sometime  probably 
during  this  year,  when  23,  the  wedding  day  was 
celebrated.  In  all  probability  this,  too,  was  at 
Kenilworth  in  England. 

1639,  Aug.  17.  Vol.  I,  p  74  Stiles:  The  party 
under  the  lead  of  Rev.  Ephraim  Huit  arrives  at 
Windsor,  Connecticut,  coming  by  boat  from 
Dorchester,  Massachusetts.  Rev.  Matthew  Grant 
was  pastor  at  Windsor  and  wrote:  “Mr.  Huit  and 
divers  others  came  up  the  Bay  to  Windsor  to  set¬ 
tle.”  He  was  accompanied  by  the  Griswolds  and 
several  other  excellent  families,  members  of  his 
own  church,  says  the  author.  In  the  Huit  party 
were  also  our  Loomis  and  Bissell  families.  Another 
—  account  says,  Edward  Griswold  came  at  the  time 
of  the  second  visit  (1639)  of  Mr.  George  Fenwick  who  was  the  patentee  and  agent  for  the  proprietors 
of  the  Saybrook  plantation.  With  his  brother  Matthew,  Edward  Griswold  was  always  styled  “Mr”  - 
a  real  mark  of  distinction  in  Colonial  days,  awarded  to  but  very  few. 

The  family  lived  for  twenty  four  years  in  Windsor,  six  children  being  added  to  the  five  brought  over. 
Then  they  moved  to  become  founders  of  Kenilworth,  Connecticut,  where  Edward  Griswold  lived  for 
some  28  years  more.  His  brother  Matthew  was  a  prominent  settler  of  Lyme,  Ct.,  not  far  away.  As  deacon, 
deputy  or  commissioner,  with  many  of  the  lesser  offices,  it  may  be  said  that  for  over  fifty  years  Edward 
was  in  the  continuous  service  of  the  State.  A  very  large  progeny  in  Connecticut  and  elsewhere  over  the 
Union  are  proud  to  claim  him  for  pilgrim  ancestor. 
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1640/41,  Jan’y  26.  Vol.  I,  p  136  L  R,  Windsor:  “Edward  Griswold  hath  graunted  from  the  plantation 
his  howselott  with  additions  and  meadow  adjoyning  twenty  nine  acres  and  half  as  it  lyes  bounded  west 
norwcst  by  the  land  of  Thomas  Holcom  ....  east  it  is  bounded  by  the  Indians  land.”  .  .  .  This 
entry  is  not  dated  but  we  supply  the  common  date  when  the  land  records  were  started  in  Windsor.  Fol¬ 
lowing  this  there  are  nine  parcels  of  land  listed:  30  acres  lie  south  from  his  dwelling;  and  in  all  some  150 
acres  are  involved.  Page  138  both  sides  describes  the  land  he  had  by  grant  and  by  purchase  at  Poquonick. 
Also  most  all  of  the  two  double  pages  142  &  143  show  what  he  bought  of  Thomas  Holcom,  Samuel  Phelps 
&  George  Griswold. 

1642,  Mch.  13.  Vol.  I,  p  157  Stiles:  The  Windsor  Griswolds  were  early  settlers  of  Poquonock  which 
was  a  part  of  Windsor,  four  miles  west  of  the  centre.  “  It  is  not  probable  that  Edward  Griswold  removed 
to  the  lot  granted  to  him  at  Poquonock  until  the  Indian  title  of  Nassahegan’s  had  been  extinguished  in 
1642,”  says  Stiles.  Prior  to  this  time  they  were  in  town.  “At  Poquonock  his  house  stood  near  present 
res.  of  Mr.  Ladd,  prob.  nearer  the  highway  at  top  of  hill,  had  29^  acres  bd.  mostly  S  &  W  by  Stony 
brook,  E  by  the  river  and  the  Indian  reservation.” 

1647,  Apl.  26.  P  5  Old  Account  Book  of  Henry  Wolcott  Jr.: 


"I  owe  Edward  Grissell  for  keeping  a  calfe  .......... 

of  which  I  have  paid  to  the  fienes  for  him  ......... 

It  I  paid  him  2  bushels  of  pease  ........... 

aprill  26, 1647  I  sould  to  Edward  Grissell  4  bushells  of  Indian  com  for  9  wompom  paide  allrcdy 

and  he  hath  received  thereof,  1  bushell  for  there  remains  due  to  him  3  bushell 

of  which  I  payed  to  John  Bartlet  one  bushell  ......... 

It  to  John  bartlet  2  bushells  of  Indyan  corn  ......... 

It  for  the  cannooe  2  days  ............ 

It  he  received  of  Simon  Woolcot  for  me  .......... 

and  I  owe  him  for  keeping  2  calves  ........... 

It  I  payed  Edward  Grissells  note  to  (shorthand)  ........ 

and  he  wrought  with  me  (shorthand)  .......... 

It  he  had  of  me  a  bushell  of  com  ........... 

soe  March  29,  1649  I  owe  him  ............ 

for  wch  he  had  a  peck  of  buckwheat  .......... 

It  he  had  apple  trees  (shorthand)  ........... 

It  I  pay  to  Mr  Wereham  (shorthand)  26,  1649  ......... 


£0-  8-0 
0-  2-0 
0-  6-0 

0-  6-9 

0-  2-3 
0-  4-6 
0-  2-4 
0-12-0 
0-16-0 
0-13-0 
1-  0-0 
0-  2-6 
0-  5-8 
0-  5-0 
0-  8-0 
0-  7-6” 


1648.  P  13  Do:  “A  Noate  of  the  hire  of  the  cannooe  1648:  It.  to  Edward  Grissell  2  dayes  £0-2-4.” 

1649,  Sept.  13.  Vol.  I,  p  204  G  C:  The  Gen’l  Court,  in  view  of  the  “many  dangers  the  familyes  of 
Edward  Griswold,  Thomas  Holcombe,  John  Bartlett,  Francis  Griswold  and  George  Griswold,  all  of 
Wyndsor,  are  in,  by  reason  of  remoate  living  from  neighbors  and  neareness  to  Indians”,  frees  one  of  them 
from  training  on  each  training  day,  provided  he  stand  about  as  a  sentinel.  This  “remoate”  ground  was 
at  Poquonock,  about  four  miles  west  of  Windsor  centre.  “This  is  the  first  mention,”  says  Stiles,  “of  any 
settlement  of  that  portion  of  the  town  known  as  Poquonock.  All  of  the  above  five  were  of  Windsor  and 
had  removed  thither  and  were  living  North  of  the  point  where  Stony  Point  crosses  the  highway,  their 
home-lots  bounding  west  on  the  brook.  Edw.  Griswold’s  lot  was  the  first,  bounding  south  &  west  on  the 
brook,  E  on  the  river  and  the  Indian  reservation  (Indian  Neck),  29l/o  acres.  Holcomb’s  lot  came  next 
20  acres,  20  rods,”  &c. 

1649/50,  Mch.  7.  Vol.  II,  p  1  C  C:  Edw.  Griswold  is  on  the  Petty  Jury  at  Hartford.  From  this  time 
up  to  May,  1664,  just  after  which  he  left  for  Kenilworth,  he  sat  at  least  eight  times  upon  the  County 
Court  jury. 

1650/51,  Jan’y  21.  P  60  Old  Ledger  of  Henry  Wolcott  Jr:  “I  went  to  hartford  and  bought  for  brother 


Grissell : 

Imp  of  Robert  Hubbard  2  ounces  of  mace  at  21d  ........  £0-  3-  6 

It  2  ounces  of  cloves  at  1  Id  ............  0-  1-10 

It  of  nutmigs  4  ounces  at  9d  y  ounce  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  0-3-0 
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It  of  sinnamon  4  ounces  8 d 
It  of  pepper  halfe  a  pound 


It  of  goodinan  Lewis  6  pound  of  sugar  at  l(xf 
It  of  goodman  Kaly  Jo  a  P^ck  of  oate  meale 


It  I  bought  of  Mr.  lord  for  him  2\i  yardes  of  fargo  at  5s  y  yard  and  7  skeins  of  silk  9 d 
It  he  owes  upon  the  5lh  leaf 

which  in  all  come  to  ....••••••• 

1650/1,  Fcb’y  20.  Vol.  II,  p  17  C  C:  Edward  Griswold  sat  as  juryman,  with  our  Governor  Welles  as 
Magistrate,  and  with  our  Steven  Hart  and  Wm.  Lewis  also  on  the  jury,  in  the  case  against  John  Carrington 
and  his  wife  Joanne,  finding  them  guilty  of  not  “having  the  fear  of  God  and  entertaining  familiarity  with 
Sattan,  and  by  his  help  doing  works  above  the  course  of  Nature  and  deserving  therefore  to  Dye.”  (See 
Witchcraft  discussion  under  Welles.) 

1655,  Nov.  14.  Vol.  I,  p  25  T  V,  Windsor:  “After  Lector  Townesmen  Chosen:  E.  Griswold”  being 
one  of  7.  In  1656  he  was  reelected  with  15  votes;  in  1657  with  27  votes;  was  elected  again  on  Dec.  10, 
1659;  on  Dec.  20,  1660  and  on  Dec.  13,  1661. 

1656,  May  15.  Vol.  II,  p  70  G  C:  Mr.  Edward  Griswold  sits  today  as  deputy  to  represent  Windsor  at 
the  General  Court.  He  was  reelected  every  year  thereafter  up  to  the  reception  of  the  King  Charles  Charter 
in  1662,  and  during  all  this  time  he  was  present  at  17  sessions  of  the  Court,  missing  in  fact  only  one  session. 
Had  he  continued  to  live  in  Windsor  there  is  little  doubt  but  that  he  would  have  continued  to  represent 
her  at  the  Court  even  as  he  did  his  new  home  of  Kenilworth. 

1657,  Oct.  1.  Vol.  II,  p  105  C  C:  George  Griswold  who  married  Mary  Holcomb,  and  Edward  Griswold 
enter  a  claim  to  a  part  of  the  estate  of  our  Thomas  Holcomb,  Mary’s  father,  but  they  remit  the  claim. 

1659.  Vol.  I,  p  158  Stiles:  Edward  Griswold  contracted  for  and  built  the  “Old  Fort”  at  Springfield, 
Mass.,  for  Mr.  Pyncheon.  Sam  Buell  and  Tim.  Thrall  hewed  the  timber.  This  Old  Fort  was  the  only 
brick  building  in  Springfield  prior  to  1800  except  one  of  much  later  construction  on  N  E  corner  of  Main 
and  State  streets.  The  Old  Fort  was  razed  in  1831  against  many  protests  by  lovers  of  ancient  historic 
landmarks. 

1659,  Dec.  19.  Vol.  1 1,  p  132  C  C:  Edward  Griswold  is  one  of  a  board  of  arbitration  on  the  will  of  John 
Drake  Sen’r  of  Windsor,  “according  to  ye  Courts  desires  and  ordr.” 

1659/60,  Jan’y  18.  Vol.  I,  p  179  Stiles:  From  an  old  Book  of  Rates  we  have  the  last  of  “Those  that 
were  placed  in  the  short  seats,  what  they  have  paid.”  In  this  list  Edward  Griswold  is  credited  with  6s. 
With  him  in  the  short  seats  were  38  others  including  our  James  Enno  6s  and  Joseph  Loomis  6s. 

1660/1,  Jan’y  7.  P  180  Do:  Edward  Griswold  was  witness  to  a  bargain  made  by  the  town  with  Samuel 
Grant  “to  shingle  the  inside  roof  of  the  meeting  house,  on  both  sides  of  the  lanthorn,  with  18  inch  shingles. 

1662,  May  15.  Vol.  II,  p  158  C  C:  Edward  Griswold,  Anthony  Hawkins  and  William  Goodrich,  all  in 
our  line,  are  on  the  Grand  Jury  of  twelve  men. 

1662,  Oct.  9.  Vol.  II,  p  178  GC:  The  Gen’I  Court  appoints  him  on  committee  of  three  “to  lay  out 
all  undevided  lands  at  Mussaco”  (Simsbury)  to  such  citizens  of  Windsor  as  desire  and  need  it. 

1662,  Dec.  30.  Vol.  II,  p  1S2CC:  He  heads  the  jury  of  12  men  which  condemned  Nathaniel  Greensmith 
as  worthy  of  death  for  witchcraft.  They  found  Rebecca,  his  wife,  also  guilty  and  she  confessed  same  in 
open  court.  Our  Mr.  Treat  was  a  magistrate  among  6  to  sit  on  the  case.  The  witchcraft  delusion  was 
very  light  in  America  compared  with  Europe. 

1663,  Oct.  Vol.  I,  p  3  P  R,  Kenilworth:  Here  we  find  “the  determination  &  condition  of  the  Committee 
of  the  General  Assembly  for  the  ordering  of  the  Settlement  &  Plantation  at  Hamonessett  Octob  (1663).” 


£0-  2-  8 
0-  1-  2 


0-12-  2 
0-8-0 
0-  0-11 


1-  1-  1 
0-12-  0 
5-14-  0 


£7-  7-  1  ” 
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Nine  articles  follow,  some  of  which  may  be  seen  under  the  Kelsey  family.  Edward  Griswold  is  one  of  the 
20  subscribers  and  this  leadership  in  the  enterprise  is  shown  by  the  adoption  of  the  name  Kenilworth  for 
the  new  town  after  his  own  English  birthplace  (later  it  was  corrupted  to  Killingworth).  Son-in-law 
Samuel  Buell  is  also  one  of  the  twenty.  Contemporary  history  is  shown  strikingly  in  the  fact  that  the 
first  real  newspaper  was  published  in  1663  in  England  -  The  Public  Intelligencer.  The  public  stagecoach 
and  the  Post  Office  were  likewise  started  in  England  about  this  time  -  3  powerful  promoters  of  human 
brotherhood. 

Just  a  little  while  before  this  move  he  deeded  his  Windsor  property  except  small  annuity  to  sons  George 
and  Joseph.  He  was  now  56  years  old  but  age  or  wilderness  had  no  terrors  for  him  apparently.  Nearly 
all  of  the  children  were  married  and  settled  at  Windsor  so  that  only  two  of  the  eleven  accompanied  them 
to  Kenilworth.  In  addition,  however,  daughter  Deborah,  who  had  married  Samuel  Buell  only  a  few 
months  before,  accompanied  her  husband  as  one  of  the  founders.  Soon  after  arrival  the  Church  was 
founded  and  Edward  Griswold  was  elected  the  first  deacon  thereof.  Longfellow  in  “The  Birds  of  Killing- 
worth”  sings  of  the  deacon  of  the  Church  in  this  paragraph: 


“And  next  the  Deacon  issued  from  his  door. 

In  his  voluminous  neck-cloth,  white  as  snow; 

A  suit  of  sable  bombazine  he  wore; 

His  form  was  ponderous,  and  his  step  was  slow; 


There  never  was  so  wise  a  man  before; 

He  seemed  the  incarnate  ‘Well,  I  told  you  so!’ 
And  to  perpetuate  his  great  renown 
There  was  a  street  named  after  him  in  town.” 


This  town  became  especially  notable  because  of  the  school  which  Rev.  Abraham  Pierson  founded  here 
and  which  was  the  beginning  of  Yale  College.  Pierson  was  one  of  the  committee  to  organize  it  in  1700 
and  he  was  made  its  first  president  and  under  the  title  of  “  Rector”  presided  over  it  till  his  death  in  1707. 
A  bronze  statue  of  him  now  stands  on  the  University  grounds. 

1664,  May  10.  Vol.  Ill,  p  14  C  C:  Edward  Griswold  is  on  the  jury  at  Hartford. 

1664/5,  Feb.  15.  Vol.  I,  p  5  P  R,  Kenilworth:  “The  pr'portion  of  fencing  agaynst  the  neck  from  the 
Indian  River  to  the  lane  against  Mr.  Heyden’s  home  lott  &  the  apportions  to  be  mayntayned  by  the 
owners  of  the  neck  land  -  the  first  begining  at  the  river  &  soe  on  as  they  are  written.”  Twenty  seven 
names  with  proportion  assigned  follow.  Edward  Griswold  is  assigned  17  rods,  the  highest  amount  in  the 
list. 

1665,  Nov.  30.  Vol.  I,  p  8  T  V:  “Edward  Griswold,  W:n  Heyden,  Josias  Hull,  John  Meggs  &  John 
Rosseter  are  Chosen  townesmen  for  the  ycare  ensuing  to  transact  public  affayres  for  the  advancem  & 
advantage  of  the  towne.”  This  appears  to  be  the  first  election  of  townsmen  (selectmen)  at  Kenilworth. 

1665,  Dec.  28.  Vol.  I,  p  4  P  R:  “The  names  of  the  planters  admitted  by  the  Committee  and  now  settled 
in  the  place  &  others  by  the  Company  admitted  as  now  stand  on  record  as  Decemb.  28,  1665.”  Ten  names 
were  entered  in  the  first  bracket,  Edward  Griswold  being  third,  Wm  Kelsey  sixth  and  Samuel  Buell  eighth; 
all  being  direct  ancestors.  Other  names  were  added  as  they  qualified  and  settled.  On  page  2  of  this 
volume  we  find,  without  date:  “The  order  and  agreement  of  the  towne  for  the  drawing  of  the  letts  for 
the  comon  fence  on  the  west  side  of  the  Indian  River;  the  first  lott  shall  begin  at  Homonosset  river,  Edw. 
Griswold  to  be  the  first.” 

In  Vol.  I,  p  82  T  V,  without  date,  are  “The  Markes  of  Cattcll.  ”  The  first  entry  is:  “The  yeare  marke 
of  Edward  Griswolds  Cattle  and  Swine  one  slitt  down  of  both  sides  of  the  top  of  the  offe  or  right  eare.” 
Beside  this  is  recorded:  “John  Griswold  has  taken  his  father’s  mark.” 

1666,  Nov.  22.  Vol.  I,  p  9  T  V:  “Edward  Griswold  and  John  Meiggs  Senr  and  Josias  Hull  are  chosen 
Townsmen  for  the  yeare  ensuing.” 

1667,  May  9.  Vol.  II,  p246  GC:  Mr.  Edw.  Griswold  sits  today  as  the  first  representative  of  the  town 
of  Kenilworth  in  the  legislature,  and  continued  to  be  its  magistrate  and  deputy  for  21  years  (1667— 16S9) 
and  was  succeeded  by  his  son  John.  During  these  21  years  he  attended  in  person  at  least  44  sessions  of 
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the  court;  in  fact,  he  rarely  missed  a  session.  “Mr.  Edw:  Grisell”  is  the  way  the  clerk  of  this  General 
Court  of  Election  held  at  Hartford  records  his  name  as  Deputy.  At  this  session  the  first  item  of  business 
is  this:  “This  Court  orders  that  yf  towne  of  Homonoseit  shal  for  yc  future  be  named  Kenilworth,  &  for 
yr  brand  of  horses  they  shal  have  ye  letter  V  on  ye  near  buttock.” 

1667,  May  9.  P  249  Do:  The  General  Court  appointed  him  Commissioner  for  Kenilworth  which  office 
he  held  for  at  least  14  years,  during  the  period  up  to  May  12,  1687,  the  last  year  of  election  to  the  office. 
The  year  following  was  the  period  when  Sir  Edmund  Andros  assumed  control  of  the  Government.  Nearly 
every  other  page  of  the  real  estate  records  during  these  14  years  shows  Edward  Griswold’s  name  as  Com¬ 
missioner,  before  whom  the  deed  was  acknowledged. 

1667/8,  ffebr  7.  T  V:  “Also  Mr.  Griswold  is  graunted  two  acres  by  the  Indian  River  for  an  acre  and  qr 
of  meadow  he  wants  in  his  first  Division.”  Also  “the  town  graunted  to  Good™  Griswold  to  take  up  what 
land  he  wants  in  his  west  lott  at  the  North  West  end  of  his  pasture.” 

1667/8,  ffebr  7.  T  V:  “Mr.  Griswold  and  Good™  Meiggs  Senr  ar  chosen  Collectors  of  ye  ministers  rate 
for  the  year  ensuing.” 

1668,  May  14.  Vol.  II,  p  258  G  C:  While  Edward  Griswold  represented  Kenilworth  in  this  General 
Court,  his  son  Lt.  Francis  was  deputy  for  Norwich  and  the  brother  Matthew,  deputy  for  Lyme.  The 
Lower  House  at  this  time  had  only  33  members;  hence,  the  Griswold  family  made  up  nearly  a  tenth  of  it 
-  indicating  family  of  stamina  and  sound  judgment. 

1668,  Oct.  14.  TV:  “Mr.  Griswold,”  and  4  others,  “were  chosen  by  the  towne  to  s - land  and  to 

take  a  list  of  ther  estates.” 

1669,  Oct.  Vol.  II,  p  525  G  C,  Ptd:  He  is  one  of  the  two  “Mr’s”  on  the  census  list  of  19  freemen  at 
Killingworth.  Our  Samuel  Buell  and  Win.  Kelsey  are  on  with  him.  Nineteen  places  reported  in  all  Con¬ 
necticut  only  787  names  of  freemen. 

1671,  Oct.  16.  Vol.  I,  p  142  L  R,  Windsor:  “Edward  Griswold  came  to  my  Hows  Mathew  Grant,  and 
gave  me  direction  what  land  of  his  at  Paquonick  I  should  recourd  and  make  over  to  his  sonn  Joseph 
Grisswold  and  give  him  a  deed  of  it.”  He  specifies  “my  Dwelling  howse  and  biger  barne,  my  press  hows 
and  press  in  it.”  .... 

1671,  Dec.  25.  T  V:  “The  order  for  the  Comon  fence  beginning  at  John  Nettlesons  house  lott  and  go 
on  to  John  Meiggs  Senr  his  land:”  Ed:  Griswold  has  2  rods;  Samuel  Buell  12  feet. 

1672.  P  283  New  London  Hist  (1852):  Probably  early  this  year  Edward  Griswold  takes  Widow  Sarah 
Bemis  of  New  London  for  a  second  wife.  Margaret  with  whom  he  had  lived  for  40  years  had  died  in  Aug., 

1670.  Sarah  was  widow  of  James  Bemis  w  ho  died  in  1665.  She  had  two  daughters  Rebecca  and  Mary 
baptized  in  1671.  Son  John  Grisw'old  married  Mary  Bemis  later  in  1672,  hence  he  had  both  step-mother 
and  mother-in-law  in  the  same  person. 

The  following  deed,  made  on  Christmas  day,  is  made,  in  lieu  of  a  will,  in  favor  of  youngest  son  Dea. 
John  who  accompanied  his  father  to  Kenilworth.  This  form  of  final  settlement  of  estate  is  made  more  or 
less  commonly  by  the  old  patriarchs  of  Colonial  days. 

1672,  Dec.  25.  Vol.  I,  p  30  L  R:  “Conditional  Inheritance  Deed:  To  all  Christian  people  to  whome 
theise  prsent  writing  shall  come  I  Edward  Griswold  of  Kenelworth  in  the  County  of  New  London  and  in 
the  Collony  of  Conecticot  in  New  England  send  Greeting:  Now'  Know  ye  that  I  sayde  Edward  Griswold 
as  well  for  and  in  consideration  of  the  naturall  affection  which  I  have  &  beare  unto  my  w-ell  beloved  son 
John  Grisw'old  of  Kenellw'orth  aforesayd  as  also  for  divers  other  causes  and  considerations  moving  me 
there  unto  have  given  graunted  and  by  these  prsents  do  give  graunte  and  confirme  unto  John  Griswold 
my  son  all  and  singular  my  housing  and  lands  lying  and  being  with  in  the  bounds  of  the  towne  ship  of 
Kenellworth  aforesaid  all  which  lands  that  ar  now  devided  and  stand  recorded  to  me  in  the  booke  of 
records  for  lands  in  the  towne  of  Kenellworth  to  have  and  to  hold  all  the  aforesayde  housing  and  lands 
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with  all  the  appurtenances  there  unto  belonging  unto  the  sayde  John  Griswold  his  airs  excekutors  adminis¬ 
trators  and  assignes  in  manner  and  forme  following:  viz:  -  To  take  present  possession  of  the  one  halfe  of 
the  housing  and  lands  aforesayd  and  the  other  halfe  of  the  housing  and  lands  to  take  possession  of  medi¬ 
ately  after  my  decease:  only  it  is  provided  that  the  sayde  John  Griswold  shall  pay  or  cause  to  be  payde 
to  my  grand  childe  Samuell  Griswold  son  of  ffrancis  Griswold  deceased  sixty  pounds  when  he  hath  at- 
tayned  to  the  age  of  twenty  one  yeares.  And  if  Samuell  Griswold  dye  before  he  be  twenty  one  yeares  of 
age  then  the  above  sayde  John  Griswold  is  to  pay  five  pounds  apeice  to  his  six  sd  daughters  of  ffrancis 
Griswold  deceased.  And  in  case  John  Griswold  dye  childless  and  leave  no  issue  then  the  sixty  pound  or 
the  thirty  pound  to  be  returned  by  those  that  inherit  the  land  to  the  widdow  and  relict  of  John  Griswold 
or  whome  he  shall  bequeathe  it  to.  And  all  the  above  sayde  lands  and  housing  to  returne  to  the  eldest 
sons  of  George,  Joseph  and  Samuell  Griswold  the  imediate  sons  of  Edward  Griswold  Senr  and  if  they  have 
no  sons  then  to  their  eldest  daughters.  Also  the  abovesayd  John  Griswold  is  to  kepe  all  the  housing  in 
good  repayre:  and  to  allow  to  my  wife  after  my  decease  the  use  and  benefit  of  the  parlour  and  meadow 
to  kepe  two  cowes  during  the  time  of  her  widdowhoode.  Also  if  John  Griswold  dy  and  leave  no  issue  his 
widdow  is  to  enjoy  the  one  halfe  of  the  housing  and  lands  during  the  time  of  her  widdow  hoode.  And  I 
Edward  Griswold  al  and  singular  the  premises  unto  the  sayde  John  Griswold  in  manner  and  forme  afore 
sayde  agaynst  all  people  will  warrant  and  for  ever  defend  by  these  prsents  in  witnes  where  of  I  have  sett 
my  hand  this  prsent  Decembr,  the  twenty  fift,  1672. 

Edward  Griswold” 

“there  is  a  liberty  reserved  to  exchange  two  acres  of  meadow. 

Witnes  heare  unto:  Josias  Hull 

Jonas  Westover 

“This  may  signifie  to  whom  it  may  Consarin  that  I  Samuell  griswold  have  received  to  full  satisfaction 
the  sixty  pounds  willed  to  me  by  my  grandfather  in  this  deed  of  guift  and  to  be  payd  by  my  unkle  John 
Griswold  the  which  I  say  I  received  of  my  sd  unkell  and  do  hear  by  fully  and  freely  aquit  him  and  his 
heirs  for  ever  as  witness  my  hand  this  25  of  October:  1687. 

Witness  hearunto:  William  Barber  Samuel  Griswold” 

Andrew  Ward 

1672/3,  Mch.  10.  TV:  “Mr.  Griswold,  Thomas  Stearns  and  Samuel  Buell  ar  chosen  to  take  the  Country 
list.” 

1674,  May  14.  Vol.  Ill,  p  43  G  C:  Edward  Griswold  is  nominated  among  21  proposed  for  assistants, 
but  he  was  not  elected.  On  May  9,  1678,  he  was  nominated  again  with  same  result.  Probably  the  remote¬ 
ness  of  Kenilworth  from  the  general  current  of  travel  and  talk,  duly  influenced  the  result. 

1674,  Oct.  8.  P  5  Do:  “This  court  grants  Mr.  Edward  Griswould  the  quantity  of  200  Acres  of  land, 
provided  he  take  it  up  where  it  may  not  prejudice  any  former  grant.”  It  was  taken  up  “at  the  north  end 
of  Lyme  bounds”  in  1682. 

1677,  Aug.  17.  Vol.  I,  p  882  Stiles:  Edward  Griswold  is  in  Revs  Matthew  Grant’s  list  as  having  had 
6  children  born  at  Windsor.  In  the  same  list,  George  Griswold  is  credited  with  9  and  Joseph  Griswold 
with  3. 

1678.  P  92  Norwich  Hist  (1866):  Edward  Griswold  was  on  a  committee  for  establishing  a  Latin  School 
in  New  London. 

1681,  Oct.  13.  Vol.  Ill,  p  91  G  C:  The  General  Assembly  grants  400  acres  of  land  in  the  north  part  of 
Lyme  to  Edward  Griswold  of  Killingworth  and  Matthew  Griswold  of  Lyme  jointly.  This  was  laid  out  on 
May  3,  1682.  [Col.  Rec.  of  Lands,  Vol.  I,  p  329.] 

1684,  May  15.  Vol.  II,  No.  203  P  C:  “The  Testimony  of  Edward  Griswold,  aged  about  77  years,  is 
that  about  the  year  1639  Mr.  William  Whiting,  Dec’d,  was  Undertaker  for  a  shipp  in  England,  in  which 
Shipp  I  came  to  New  England.  The  sd  Mr.  Whiting  borrowed  of  one  Mr.  John  Saint  Nicholas  about  two 


366 


BASSETT  GENEALOGY 


hundred  pounds,  wch  I  had  the  Bill  to  receive  here,  wch  money  reced.  against  Mr.  Whiting  by  Mr. 
Nicholas  order  here.  And  at  the  time  many  passengers  came  over,  severall  of  which  settled  in  Windsor 
and  a  gennerall  expectation  there  was  at  that  time,  as  appeared  by  discourse  of  many  more  passengers 
to  come,  and  some  of  note,  as  the  said  Mr.  St.  Nicholas  for  one,  by  which  means  Land  at  Windsor  near 
the  towne  and  ready  for  improvement  was  at  a  high  price;  and  about  that  time  the  said  Mr.  Whiting 
bought,  as  was  Commonly  reported,  Mr.  Ludlows  Land  at  Windsor,  that  is,  when  Land  was  dear,  and  I 
know  Mr.  Ludlow  went  away  then  in  a  short  time  after.  But  afterwards  people  that  were  Expected  out 
of  England,  not  Comeing  in  Such  numbers  as  was  looked  for,  Mr.  Ludlow  going  to  England  and  others 
removeing  to  the  Sea  Side,  the  Lands  at  Windsor  fell  very  much  in  price  from  what  they  were  at  when 
Mr.  Ludlow  sold  to  Mr.  Whiting,  So  that  Generally,  to  my  Observance,  Lands  were  not  sold  but  at  half 
the  price  as  before  or  about  half  the  price.  Further,  1  testifie  that  the  above  said  Mr.  St.  Nicholas,  living 
near  Mr.  Hewett  in  England,  did  manifest  his  desire  to  settle  by  Mr.  Hewett  in  New  England,  and  by 
my  observance  of  Mr.  St.  Nicholas  words  and  actions  and  also  Mr.  Whiting,  did  apprehend  that  Mr. 
Whiting  bought  Mr.  Ludlow’s  Lands  to  accomodate  the  said  Mr.  St.  Nicholas.  Mr.  Edward  Griswold 
personally  appeared  this  15  May,  16S4  &  made  oath  to  the  above  written  before  me  John  Allyn  Assist.” 

16S6,  Sept.  2.  Vol.  IV,  p  1 19  C  C:  “Edward  Griswold  is  platf:  contre  Edward  foster  is  defendant  in  an 
action  of  the  case  respecting  a  parcell  of  pease  delivered  aboard  the  vessel  of  sayd  Foster  of  which  the 
sayd  Griswold  hath  reced:  no  return  of  the  effects  of  sayd  pease  to  the  damage  of  five  pownds  upon  attach¬ 
ment.  In  this  action  the  Jury  find  for  the  plntf:  fowerteen  Bushclls  &  Three  pecks  of  white  pease  to  be 
delivered  at  Hartford  &  Twenty  Three  shillings  &  six  pence  for  charges  &  getting  writeings  or  Testimonys 
&  cost  of  this  Court  attachment  &  serving  is  6s  3d  &  Court  &  Jury  18s.  Aprizers  Lnt.  Stanly  &  Ens: 
Stanly  Execution  dd  March  1,  168s 

1689.  Vol.  I,  p  92  T  V;  “The  town  having  Agreed  to  have  div.  thear  Comon  Fence  now  layd  out  by 
a  Comitty  appointed  tow  that  end:  the  which  Aproved  only  is  don:  for  the  west  end  of  homoneset  River: 
Mr.  Griswold  36  poles:  ]/2  and  against  his  home  Lott  21  poles  y2.” 

16S9/90,  Mch.  18.  Vol.  1,  p  127  L  R:  Edward  Griswold  yeoman,  and  Sarah  Griswold  his  wife,  farm-let 
for  £2-15-0  land  in  the  neck  known  as  Cavies  Neck  on  the  East  side  of  the  harbor  of  New  London  as  well 
as  plain  &  meadow.  A  condition  is  that  a  Mr.  Plumb  will  winter  a  cow  for  Rebeckah  Satterley  for  7  years 
or  pay  her  15  shillings  a  year.  John  Griswold,  witness. 

1691.  Vol.  II,  p  316  Savage:  Savage  and  others  give  this  as  the  last  year  on  earth  of  Edward  Griswold. 
Very  few  deaths  are  recorded  at  Kenilworth  in  these  early  days.  He  had  now  reached  the  age  of  84  and 
had  earned  a  good  reward.  He  left  no  probate,  the  deed  above  of  1672  taking  the  place  thereof. 

CHILDREN 

(1st  5  born  in  England;  last  6  born  in  Windsor,  Ct.) 

1.  SARAH  b.  1631;  she  d.  soon 

2.  SARAH  b.  1632;  m  (1)  Nov.  10,  1650,  Samuel  Phelps;  she  d. -  he  d.  May  15,  1669,  ae  a  44  9  ch 

They  were  of  Poquonock,  Windsor.  He  left  inv’y  of  £773-15-00.  She  m  (2)  July  21,  1670,  Nathaniel  Pinney 
and  had  two  children.  He  d.  Aug.  7,  1676  and  left  inv’y  £221-18-10.  2  ch 

3.  LT.  FRANCIS  b.  1633;  m.  Mary  Tracy  (?);  he  d.  Oct.,  1671,  ae  38  shed.  9  ch 

Was  of  Norwich,  Ct.,  which  he  represented  at  General  Court  for  1 1  sessions.  Was  one  of  1st  prop,  at  Norwich 
in  1660. 

4.  GEORGE  b.  1635;  m.  Oct.  3,  1655,  Mary  Holcomb;  he  d.  Sept.  3,  1704,  ae  69  she  d.  Apl.  4,  1708,  as  a  72  lOch 

They  lived  in  Poquonock  and  Simsbury.  With  brother  Joseph  he  was  given  the  homestead  at  Poquonock. 

His  inv’y,  Windsor,  £362-08-00. 

5.  LIDDIA  b.  1637 

6.  ANN  bp.  June  19,  1642 
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7.  MARY  b.  Oct.  5,  1644;  m.  Mch.  19,  1661,  Capt.  Timothy  Phelps;  she  d. -  he  d.  a  Oct.,  1719,  a;  80 

She  was  bp.  Oct.  13,  1644.  They  lived  at  Windsor  where  he  owned  Half-way  Cov't  Nov.  8,  1663.  He  was 
Lt.  in  1709  in  Queen  Anne’s  War;  his  inventory,  £344-19-06;  wife  living  and  aged. 

8.  DEBORAH  b.  and  bp.  June  28,  1646;  m.  Nov.  30,  1662,  Samuel  Buell  (see  below)  • **  '-(->■  -L 

9.  JOSEPH  b.  and  bp.  Mch.  12,  1647/8;  m.  July  14,  1670,  Mary  Gaylord;  he  d.  Nov.  14,  1716,  s  69  she  d. 

They  lived  in  Windsor  and  Simsbury.  With  brother  George  he  was  given  the  homestead  at  Poquonock.  His 
inv’y,  Windsor,  £50S- 12-08. 

10.  SAMUEL  b.  and  bp.  Nov.  18,  1649;  he  d.  July  6,  1672,  ac  23 

He  was  not  married.  His  inv’y,  Windsor,  £18-17-11.  Administration  given  to  George  Griswold,  James  Enno 
being  an  appraiser. 

11.  DEA.  JOHN  b.  and  bp.  Aug.  1,  1652;  m  (1)  Nov.  28,  1672,  Mary  Bemis;  he  d.  Aug.  7,  1717,  ae  65  she  d. 

Oct.  27,  1679  They  lived  in  Killingworth.  John  was  given  all  the  property  in  1672.  He  m  (2)  Bethsheba 
North,  who  d.  Mch.  19,  1736. 


LINE  OF  DESCENT 

Samuel  Buell  b.  1641  m.  Deborah  Griswold  b.  1646 

Dea.  John  Buell  b.  1671  m.  Mary  Loomis  b.  1673 

Capt.  Soloman  Buell  b.  1715  m.  Eunice  Griswold  b.  1721 

Ira  Buell  b.  1745  m.  Prudence  Deming  b.  1741 

Nathan  Bassett  b.  1769  m.  Mehitable  Buell  b.  1774 

Ozias  Buell  Bassette  b.  1807  m.  Emeline  Eno  b.  1805 

Frederick  Henry  Bassette  b.  1839  m.  Margaret  Anderson  b.  1844 


12  ch 

i+j  V 

5  ch 


4  ch 
12  ch 
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MICHAEL  GRISWOLD  b. - 

ANNE  ADAMS  m.  a  1645 

b.  -  d.  Sept.  26,  1684 

d.  after  husband 

1646,  Oct.  22.  Vol.  II,  p  395  Stiles:  Anne  Gris- 
wold  appears  at  Wethersfield  for  the  first  time, 
so  far  as  we  can  find,  with  the  birth  of  her  first 
child  Thomas.  She  probably  came  with  her  par¬ 
ents  from  England  in  her  teens  and  was  on  the 
ground  but  a  few  years  when  Michael  found  and 
claimed  her. 

1668,  May  12.  Vol.  Ill,  p  78  C  C:  A  jury 
awards  to  Michael  Griswold  £15  damage  for  slan¬ 
der  by  Katheren  Harrison  against  Michael’s  wife. 

1678,  Dec.  10.  “  I  give  to  my  beloved  wife  Anne 
Griswold,”  says  her  husband  in  his  will,  ‘‘all  my 
houses  and  lands,  all  household  stuffe,  all  Imple¬ 
ments  for  Husbandry,  all  Cattell,  Horses  &  Swine, 
all  goods  chattells,  debts  ....  with  all  prof- 
fitts  thereof  during  her  natural  life.” 

1684,  Dec.  18.  Vol.  IV,  p  210  C  C:  “Ann  Gris¬ 
wold  the  relict  gave  oath  that  she  hath  made  a 
true  presentment  of  the  inventory”  of  her  hus¬ 
band’s  estate.  This  is  the  last  record  we  have  of 
Anne  Griswold.  Her  death  is  not  recorded,  and 
no  clue  exists  concerning  it.  The  name  Adams 
above  is  given  in  “Hall  Ancestry”  (1896)  but  we 
have  not  seen  it  confirmed  and  the  author  gives  no 
proof.  At  this  time  we  judge  her  age  to  be  in  the 
neighborhood  of  60  years. 


1640-3.  Vol.  II,  p  395  Stiles:  Somewhere  in  this 
period  Michael  Griswold  appears  in  Wethersfield, 
Conn.  He  came  as  a  young  man  doubtless  and 
married  about  1645  one  of  Wethersfield  s  maidens 
probably.  Some  writers,  including  Nash  and 
Salisbury,  name  him  as  a  brother  of  our  Edward 
Griswold  of  Windsor;  but  the  deposition  of  Capt. 
George  Griswold  in  1737  8  under  Edward’s  family 
disproves  this.  Michael  came  from  England  in  the 
big  emigration  of  the  period,  but  no  evidence  exists 
as  to  the  locality.  His  home  lot,  as  recorded  in 
Vol.  I,  p  45  LR,  was  granted  to  him  in  this  early 
day  by  the  Church.  He  has  eight  pieces  of  land 
recorded  at  this  point.  His  residence  was  on 
Watering  Lane  now  Back  Lane.  3  he  location  may 
be  seen  on  the  map  in  Stiles  History.  In  1880 
Cornelia  Hurlbut  and  her  sister,  Mrs.  Burdctt, 
descendants  of  Michael  Griswold,  occupied  an  old 
brown  house  which  stands  on  the  site  of  their 
ancestor’s  house.  He  became  owner  of  considera¬ 
ble  land  later.  By  trade  he  was  a  mason  and  in 
civil  rank  a  yeoman.  He  held  the  offices  of  con¬ 
stable,  assessor  and  appraiser  of  lands.  All  Weth¬ 
ersfield  Griswolds  trace  their  ancestry  to  him. 
Stiles  says  he  was  apparently  a  kinsman  of 
Emanuel  Buck,  certainly  associated  with  him  in 
some  enterprises.  In  Vol.  I,  p  2  T  V,  at  Wethers¬ 
field,  we  find  his  cattle  ear  mark:  "The  Earmarke 
of  Micall  Grisill  is  the  neare  care  Cropt,  and  the 
under  sid  of  the  ear  slit  on  the  far  or  offe  sid;  this 
he  doth  intend  to  continue.” 

1655,  Oct.  11.  Vol.  II,  p  77  C  C:  Micahell 
Grissell  is  on  the  jury.  We  find  him  serving  again 


in  Dec.,  1663;  July,  1665;  Sept.,  1666;  Jan’y,  1673/4;  and  Apl.,  1677. 

1657 /8,  Feb’y  26.  Vol.  I,  p  53  T  V:  “This  day  William  Golle  and  Micke  Greisell  was  chosen  suvaeyers 
for  the  heywayes  for  this  yeare’s.” 

1658  Aug.  17.  Vol.  I,  No.  1  Ecclesiastical,  CSL:  Michael  Griswold  joined  in  the  famous  petition  of  11 
members  and  38  non-members,  including  six  of  our  lines,  who  asked  the  General  Assembly  for  the  ousting 
of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Russell,  this  controversy  being  settled  only  by  the  withdrawing  of  Mr.  Russell  and  is 
following  to  found  the  new  settlement  of  Hadley,  Mass.  M.  Griswold  stands  among  the  38  non-members. 

1658,  Dec.  2.  Vol.  II,  p  120  C  C:  “Michael  Griswold  for  takeinge  up  and  selling  a  horse  yt  was  not  his 
owne  is  fined  2s.” 
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1659/60,  Feb’y  23.  Vol.  II,  p  120  G  C:  “Michaal  Griswold  is  freed  by  this  Court  from  traineing  but 
he  is  to  maintein  watch  and  ward.”  This  action  by  the  Courte  generally  presages  advancing  age,  or 
other  equivalent  disability.  He  was  probably  somewhere  in  the  forties  at  this  time  which,  whether  for 
age  or  otherwise  is  a  sobering  period  for  most  people.  Longfellow  has  this  encouraging  word  in  this  con- 
ncction: 

“For  age  is  opportunity  no  less 
Than  youth  itself,  though  in  another  dress; 

And  as  the  evening  twilight  fades  away 
The  sky  is  filled  with  stars,  invisible  by  day.” 

1660,  Mch.  31.  Vol.  I,  p  65  T  V:  “At  a  towne  meting  it  was  voated  that  Mikele  Griswold”  be  one  of 
seven  “to  have  thre  aers  each  of  them  in  the  last  furlong  next  Bever  bruk.”  In  the  same  year  he  and 
Emanuel  Buck  bought  from  John  and  Esther  Burr  of  Fairfield  18  acres  of  swamp  and  meadow  inherited 
from  J  ames  Boosey. 

England,  in  contrast  with  America’s  abundance  of  land  for  everybody,  still  struggles  with  heavy  feudal 
burdens.  The  heavy  cost  is  shown  by  Parliament’s  action  this  year  in  granting  to  the  King  an  annual 
income  of  £1,200,000  in  return  for  the  abolition  of  feudal  claims. 

1663/4,  Mch.  3.  Vol.  Ill,  p  12  C  C:  “Constables  sworne  for  Weathersfield  were  John  Goodrich  and 
Micall  Griswold.” 

1665/6,  Mch.  20.  Vol.  I,  p  89  T  V:  “Att  this  towne  meetting  Michael  Grissle  and  John  Harrison  were 
chosen  by  the  towne  to  be  fence  viewers  to  view  the  Comon  fence  belonging  to  the  meadow,  for  this  en- 
suing  yeare.”  About  this  time  the  Church  of  Wethersfield  was  without  a  minister  and  Michael  Griswold 
was  one  of  a  committee  to  obtain  one. 

1668,  May  12.  Vol.  III,p78CC:  “ Michael  Griswold  is  plant.  Contra  Katheren  Harrison  widow defendt 
In  an  action  of  defamation  &  slander  for  saying  the  sayd  Michael  Griswold  would  Hang  her  though  he 
damned  a  thousand  soules  &  as  for  his  owne  soule  it  was  damned  long  agoe  or  words  to  that  purpose  to 
the  damage  of  £100  sterling.”  The  jury  awards  the  plaintiff  £25  damage  &  cost  of  Court.  The  jury 
awards  him  also  £15  damage  in  a  similar  case  of  slander  by  Katheren  against  Michael’s  wife. 

1669, Oct.  Vol.  II,  p520GC,  Ptd:  In  the  Colony  census  list  of  freemen  of  Wethersfield  “  Mikel  Grissell” 
is  the  only  Griswold  in  the  list  of  58  men. 

1669/70,  Mch.  3.  Vol.  Ill,  p  96  C  C:  “These  Constables  were  sworne:  Josiah  Churchill  &  Michael 
Griswold  for  Wethersfield.” 

1669/70,  Mch.  9.  Vol.  XXI,  p  197  C  H  S:  “Mikell  Grissell  is  now  in  possession  of  40  bushels  of  wheal 
&  indean”  and  he  has  nine  persons  under  his  roof. 

1670/1,  Jan’y  9.  Vol.  I,  p  109  T  V:  “At  a  Towne  meeting  Sergt  Richard  Beckly  &  Michaell  Griswold 
wer  chosen  &  voated  collectors  with  full  power  to  demand  &  gather  Mr.  Bulklys  rate  for  this  present  year. 

1670/1,  Feby  23.  P  1 12  Do:  At  a  town  meeting  “the  land  next  Farmington  bounds”  was  divided  into 
76  shares  -  one  for  each  of  the  householders  in  Wethersfield  on  the  west  side  of  the  River.  Each  lot  was 
to  be  26  rods  wide  and  to  contain  52  acres.  Micaell  Griswold  drew  37th  choice,  the  relative  position  of 
which  may  be  seen  on  p  741  of  Stiles  History.  This  was  not  laid  out  untill  Oct.  27,  1677. 

1672/3,  Mch.  6.  Vol.  Ill,  p  128  C  C:  Michael  Griswold  sues  Sam’l  Wright  “for  killing  his  horss  or  being 
an  accessary  therein,”  £10  damage;  but  he  loses  the  case.  He  takes  it  to  the  higher  Court  and  wins  as 
follows. 

1673,  May  12.  Vol.  Ill,  p  32  G  C:  “Michael  Griswould  complaines  against  Samuel  Wright  (son  of  our 
Thomas)  about  his  horss  that  was  killed.”  The  matter  is  referred  to  a  Committee  of  three  to  report  “at 
seven  a  clock  in  the  morning”  of  the  14th.  This  they  did  and  “finde  it  strongly  circumstanced  that  Samuel 
Wright  hath  been  some  meanes  of  the  wounding  the  said  Michael  Griswold  s  horss,  for  the  which  he  is 


370 


BASSETT  GENEALOGY 


ordered  to  pay  two  pounds,  tenn  shillings  unto  the  above  named  Michael  Griswould.  This  issue  is  accepted 
by  the  Court.”  Complaint,  testimony  and  award  are  given  in  detail  in  Vol.  I,  pp  114-120  P  C. 

1673  4,  Jan’y  15.  Vol.  II,  p  912  Stiles:  ‘‘A  Rate  raised  upon  1 14  Inhabitants  of  Wethersfield  for  the 
discharge’ of  a  purchase  of  land  from  the  Indians,  which  is  one  half  penny  upon  the  pound.”  Michall 
Griswold  paid  4s-10}2t/  taxes  on  this  levy;  but  distribution  of  the  land  was  not  made  till  27  years  later. 

1674.  P  395  Do:  The  Town  grants  to  Michael  Griswold  16  acres  of  land  at  ‘‘Two-stone  Brook”  (now 
Griswoldville),  which  land  has  remained  in  the  Griswold  family  to  this  day. 

1674,  Aug.  29.  Vol.  Ill,  p  124  C  C:  He  is  an  appraiser  of  the  estate  of  Joseph  Hollister  of  Wethersfield, 
£154-01-06. 

1678,  Dec.  10.  Vol.  IV,  p  205  C  C:  “In  the  name  of  God  amen  I  Michael  Griswould  of  Wethersfield, 
being  weak  in  body  but  of  good  &  perfect  memory  thanks  be  to  almighty  God  &  calling  to  mind  the  un¬ 
certain  State  of  this  Transotory  life  ...  . 

“  Item.  I  give  &  bequeath  unto  my  beloved  wife  Anne  Griswould  all  my  houses  a  Lands  whether  upland 
or  meadow  or  Swamp  Land  (The  Land  only  excepted  that  my  son  Thomas  Griswold  hath  in  possession), 
&  also  all  my  household  stufTe,  all  my  Implements  for  Husbandry,  &  all  my  Cattell,  Horses  &  swine, 
aether  with  all  such  goods,  Chattells  &  debts  whatsoever  to  me  in  any  wise  or  right  belonging,  to  possesse 
&  enjoy  all  my  sayd  Houses,  Land  &  Estate  as  afoarsayd,  with  all  the  proffitts  &  benefits  thereof,  to  the 
only  proper  benefit  &  behoofe  of  my  sayd  wife  during  her  natural  life,  &  after  her  decease  to  be  disposed 

of  as  hereafter  expressed. 

“I  give  to  my  son  Thomas  Griswold  \]/2  acres  of  upland  where  his  house  standeth,  &  his  Barn,  also 
3  roods  of  Land  in  the  Great  Meadow,  bounded  West  on  Land  of  Lt.  John  Hollister;  also  I  give  my  son 
Thomas  1-4  part  of  my  Lot  in  the  dry  swamp  of  1 1  acres,  bounded  west  on  Land  of  Enoch  Buck,  south 
on  Land  of  Samuel  Talcott.  I  give  to  my  son  Thomas  2Vi  acres  of  my  meadow  Lott  called  or  know  n  by 
the  name  Send  Home.  Also  I  give  him  H  of  my  Lott  at  the  Whirl  pooles  which  I  had  of  Sergt  John 
Kilborn,  &  one  V2  of  my  Land  by  Beavour  brooke  wch  was  given  me  by  the  Towne  of  Wethersfield.  Also 
I  give  him  halfe  of  my  50-acres  Lott  that  Lyeth  next  to  farmington  Bounds.  All  the  Land  aforesayd,  & 
every  part  and  parcell  thereof,  I  give  &  bequeath  to  my  sayd  son  Thomas  Griswold  to  be  to  him  and  his 
heirs  forever,  Imediately  after  my  decease  or  the  decease  of  my  wife,  which  shall  Last  happen. 

“  Item.  I  give  to  my  son  Isaac  Griswold  halfe  that  Home  Lott  which  I  bought  of  Luke  Hitchcock,  also 
214  acres  of  Land  in  Beavour  Meadow  which  I  purchased  of  Jehu  Burr,  and  also  halfe  that  Lott  in  the 
great  meadow  which  I  purchased  of  Wm  Hills.  Also  I  give  to  my  son  Jacob  Griswold  halfe  the  Home 
Lott  I  bought  of  Luke  Hitchcock,  also  one  halfe  of  the  meadow  Lott  I  bought  of  Wm  Hills.  I  give  to  my 
son  Michael  Griswold  my  now  dwelling  house,  barn  &  all  my  Home  Lott.  I  give  to  my  Fower  sonns  above 
named  all  my  divisions  of  Land  on  the  east  side  of  the  great  river,  to  be  equally  divided  between  them. 

“  Item.  I  give  and  bequeath  to  my  daughter  Hester  Bradly  20s,  &  to  her  children  Ann,  Abigail  &  Mary 
&  Hester,  to  each  of  them  20s,  which  Legacies  I  appoint  my  son  Thomas  to  pay  to  my  daughter  Hester, 
and  to  her  Children.  I  give  to  my  daughter  Abigail  Lattin  20s  and  to  her  daughter  Ann  Lattin  £5.  I 
appoint  my  son  Michael  to  pay  the  sd  sum  of  six  pounds  to  my  daughter  Abigail  &  her  child.  I  give  to 
my  daughter  Sarah  Hill  £10,  &  doe  appoynt  my  two  sonns  Isaac  &  Jacob  to  pay  the  same,  each  paying 
£5.  All  the  Legacies  to  be  paid  to  my  daughters  &  their  children  within  five  years  after  my  decease  or  the 
decease  of  my  wife  which  shall  last  happen.  I  give  to  my  son-in-Law,  Obidiah  Wilcox,  one  shilling. 

Witness:  Gersham  Bulkeley  Michael  Griswold,  LS. 

Eleazer  Kimberlye 

Codicil  of  Sept.  22,  1684:  “My  will  is  that  all  &  every  of  my  sons  shall  have  &  enjoy  all  and  every  their 
portion  in  houses  &  Lands  without  entailement  haveing  full  power  to  sell  &  alienate  any  part  or  all  of  their 
severall  portions  to  any  person  or  persons  as  they  shall  see  good. 

Witness:  John  Buttolph  Michael  X  Griswold. 

Eleazur  Kimberly  -  *  ' 
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1683,  Dec.  26.  Vol.  IV,  p  SO  C  C:  At  a  Court  at  Weathersfield,  Michael  Griswold,  Tho.  Griswold,  John 
Brunson  &  five  others  appear  vs.  Mr.  John  Hollister  “for  detaining  some  wheat.”  Hollister  appeals  for 
a  jury  which  the  Court  grants  providing  he  “bear  the  costs  of  the  tryall.” 

1683/4,  Jan’y  10.  P  81  Do:  At  a  “speciall  Court  at  Hartford,”  the  jury  awards  Michael  Griswold  & 
Tho.  Griswold  £1-08-06  costs,  14s  of  which  were  for  Thomas,  in  the  action  against  John  Hollister  for  de¬ 
taining  their  wheat. 

1684,  Sept.  26.  Four  days  after  making  above  codicil  to  his  will,  Michael  Griswold  Sen’r  died  at  Wethers¬ 
field  according  to  the  inventory  following.  He  had  passed  the  age  of  three  score  probably,  by  a  little. 
His  inventory  reveals  a  life  of  intelligent  activity  in  making  the  earth  yield  its  increase  to  his  advantage. 
His  large  estate,  under  his  direct  management,  was  in  teeming  activity  when  he  was  cut  off. 

No  date.  Vol.  IV,  p  208  C  C:  “An  Inventory  of  Michael  Griswold’s  estate  whoe  deceased  Sept.  26,  16S4  * 


Imp  by  his  wearing  apparell . 

It  the  feather  bed,  bedsteed  &  furniture  in  the  parlor 

It  The  Trundle  bed,  bedsted  &  furniture  with  it 

It  sheets  pillow  beers  &  Table  lining  .... 

It  one  great  Ketle  ........ 

It  1  Gun  &  Sword  l£,  one  Saw  18s,  3  augers  4s  6d 
It  Bookes  8s,  cubbard  10s,  sheep  sheers  2s 
It  Cooper  ware  in  the  Chamber  5s,  150  Bushells  of  Indian  Corn 
It  pease  sent  to  Boston  ....... 

It  wheat  in  the  barn  &  Rye . 

It  Barley  24s,  Oats  50s  ....... 

It  Hay  7£ . . 

43  more  lines  of  personal,  household  &  farm  items 

It  2  fatting  oxen . 

It  2  working  oxen . 

It  3  young  stears  about  5  year  old  ..... 

It  4  cows  14£  &  3  calves  2£  5s . 

It  1  white  horse  30s,  1  mare  &  coalt  in  the  yardc  50s 
It  1  young  horse  abroad  50s,  two  young  mares  3£ 

It  flax  10s,  swine  4£  10s . 

It  bees  30s,  old  Iron  5s,  brueing  tub  &  sled  5s  . 

It  4  acres  &  halfe  of  Land  at  Home  w,h  the  housing  &  barne 
It  1  acre  &  halfe  of  Land  in  Tho:Griswold's  possession  at  home 
It  4  acres  that  was  Hitchcocks  house  lott  .... 

It  8  acres  &  \i  bought  of  Mr.  James  Treat 

It  50  Acres  in  the  equall  division . 

It  16  acres  of  upland  at  the  Two  Stone  brooke  . 

It  Land  at  Rocky  hill . 

It  undevided  land  on  the  east  side  the  Great  River 

It  4  acres  &  a  halfe  at  the  whirle  poole  .... 

It  8  acres  at  Send  Home  at  8£  p  acre  .... 

It  2  acres  purchased  of  W”»  Hill  in  the  G  Meadow 
It  2  acres  purchased  of  W“  Hill  in  beavour  Meadow  . 

It  3  acres  by  beavour  brooke  ...... 

It  2  acres  &  Yi  in  beavour  meadow  ..... 

It  3  Roods  at  Nabuck  Landing  place  Tho:Griswold  . 

It  10  acres  of  dry  swamp  at  Long  Row  .... 


It  1  swine  some  Lining  Left  out 
Taken  by:  Saml  Talcott 
Saml  Bltcxar 
Timo.  Hide 


£04-07-00 

07-00-C0 

03-00-00 

05-07-00 

04-10-00 

01-06-00 

01-00-00 

19- 00-00 
03-00-00 

20- 10-00 
03-14-00 
07-00-00 
59-07-00 

£l  39-01-00 
12-00-00 
10-00-00 
12-00-00 
16-05-00 
04-00-00 
05-10-00 
05-00-00 
02-00-00 
120-00-00 
18-00-00 
48-00-00 
24-00-00 
10-00-00 
16-00-00 
01-00-00 
01-00-00 
09-00-00 
64-00-00 
18-00-00 
08-00-00 
15-00-00 
12-00-00 
07-00-00 
50-00-00 
£488-05-00 
139-01-00 
627-06-00 
00-15-00 
£628-01-00” 
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1684,  Dec.  18.  P  210  Do:  “Ann  Griswold  the  relict  of  Michael  Griswold  decased  gave  oath  that  she 
hath  made  a  True  presentment  of  the  estate  of  her  deceased  husband  to  the  apprizers  &  that  if  any  more 
come  to  her  knowledge  she  would  cause  it  to  be  adcd  to  the  Inventory.” 

1684,  Oct.  9.  Vol.  Ill,  p  162  G  C:  “Sam’l  Steele  and  Ensign  Standly  plaintife,  by  way  of  appcale  from 
the  Court  of  Assistants,  May  27,  16S4,  Michael  Griswold  defendent,  This  Court  find  for  the  defendent 
cost  of  Courts.”  Later  plaintiff  tried  to  appeal  to  England  but  Court  would  not  allow  it.  It  was  a  case  of 
land  ownership  in  Wethersfield,  which  land  Michael  Griswold  and  Emanuel  Buck  had  bought  and  paid 
for  to  the  heirs  of  our  James  Boosey.  It  is  noticeable  that  this  trial  took  place  thirteen  days  after  the  death 
of  the  defendant,  while  the  following  court  order  was  rendered  nearly  two  years  after. 

1686,  May  13.  P  179  Do:  “This  Court  order  the  Secretary  to  grant  an  execution  to  Emanuel  Buck 
and  Michael  Griswold  in  November  next,  (if  no  just  objection  appeare  in  the  meane  time)  according  to 
the  judgment  they  obteyned  against  Lt.  Steele  and  Ens.  Stanly.” 

1701,  Apl.  28.  Vol.  IV,  p  116  T  V:  Seventeen  years  after  his  death  Michael  Griswold  participates  in 
the  Five  Mile  distribution  with  the  1 14  purchasers  of  1674.  He  drew  Lot  No.  45  of  1753-2  acres,  87jL(  rods. 

CHILDREN 

(all  bom  at  Wethersfield,  Ct;  the  children’s  children  are  as  stated  in  father’s  will) 

1.  THOMAS  b.  Oct.  22,  1646;  m.  Nov.  28,  1672,  Mary  Howard;  he  d. -  she  d.  Oct.  29,  1713,  ae  71  4  ch 

They  lived  in  Wethersfield  where  he  was  surveyor,  1675;  and  constable,  1690. 

2.  HESTER  b.  May  8,  1648;  m. - Bradley  4  ch 

They  lived  in  Wethersfield.  Hester  Bradley  is  named  in  father’s  will. 

3.  MARY  b.  Jan’y  28,  1650/1;  m.  Obidiah  Wilcox;  she  d.  before  Sept.  10,  1678  (father’s  will)  he  d. 

4.  MICHAEL  b.  Feb’y  14,  1652/3;  he  d.  young 

5.  ABIGAIL  b.  June  8,  1655;  m. - Lattin  1  ch 

Abigail  Lattin  is  named  in  father’s  will. 

6.  ISAAC  b.  Sept.  30,  1658 

He  was  a  mason  like  his  father;  his  initials  I.  G.  are  cut  in  the  corner-stone  of  the  Church  of  1685-6,  at 

Wethersfield. 

7.  JACOB  b.  Apl.  15,  1660;  m.  Dec.  10,  1685,  Mary  Wright  (see  below) 

8.  SARAH  b.  Sept.  30,  1662;  m.  1682,  James  Hill;  she  d.  May  8,  1729,  ae  67  he  d.  Oct.  8,  1707  9  ch 

They  lived  in  Guilford,  Ct. 

9.  ENS.  MICHAEL  b.Mch.  7,  1666,  67;  m.  May  12,  1699,  Elizabeth  Burnham;  he d.  July  24, 1742,  ae 75  shed.  9  ch 

Sept.  9,  1741,  ae  59 

They  resided  in  Wethersfield,  where  he  was  Collector,  1692,  and  in  1710  Ensign  of  the  South  Train  Band. 

His  inventory  was  £96-12-03.  Stone  marks  his  grave.  She  was  sister  of  Rev.  William  Burnham  (H.  C.,  1702), 

first  minister  of  Great  Swamp  Church. 


JACOB  GRISWOLD  SR. 

MARY  WRIGHT 
b.  Apl.  15,  1665 
d.  Apl.  25,  1735,  k  70 


b.  Apl.  15,  1660 

m.  Dec.  10,  16S5 
d.  July  22,  1737 
ae  77 


1665,  Apl.  15.  Vol.  II,  p  853  Stiles:  Mary 
Wright  was  the  oldest  of  the  nine  children  of 
Deacon  Joseph  Wright  of  Wethersfield.  She  was 
born  five  years  to  a  day  after  her  coming  hus¬ 
band. 


1660,  Apl.  15.  Vol.  I,  p  39  L  R:  “Jacob  the  son 
of  Mikell  Grisswold  and  Ann  his  wife  was  borne 
the  15  day  of  Aprill  anno  1660.”  He  was  the 
seventh  child  to  be  born  among  nine  children.  He 
was  born  on  his  father’s  farm  at  Wethersfield,  Ct. 

1683,  Dec.  6.  Vol.  IV,  p  76  C  C:  “Mr.  John 
Hollister  was  called  upon  for  the  forfeiture  of  his 
Bond  to  answer  the  complaint  of  Nath:  foote  dt 
Tho:  &  Jacob  Griswold  upon  susspition  of  taking 
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1711/12,  Feb’y  14.  Vol.  !X,p21  PCt,  Hartford: 
Her  father  says  in  his  will:  “I  give  the  whole  of 
what  shall  remain  of  my  movable  estate  to  my 
eldest  daughter,  Mary  Griswold,  to  my  second 
daughter  Elizabeth  Curtis,  and  to  the  children  of 
my  youngest  daughter  Sarah  Hand  of  East  Guib 
ford,  deceased.”  Dying  some  two  years  before  her 
husband,  Mary  Wright  is  not  mentioned  in  his 
will. 

1735,  Apl.  25.  Vol.  I,  p  9  B  M  D:  “Mary  the 
wife  of  Mr.  Jacob  Griswold  Deceased  on  the  25th 
Day  of  April  Anno  Domini  1735.”  In  the  old 
Wethersfield  cemetery  a  brown  stone  marks  her 
grave  beside  that  of  her  husband'  as  follows: 
“Here  lieth  the  |  Body  of  Mary  the  |  Wife  of 
Jacob  |  Griswold  who  Dec’d  !  April  ye  25,  |  1735, 
in  ye  71st  |  Year  of  her  Age.” 


away  wheat  of  theirs  out  of  the  meadow  the  last 
flood;  but  he  did  not  appear  and  the  Court  de- 
dared  his  bond  of  tenn  pownds  forfeited.”  Jacob 
is  now  only  23  and  he  is  joining  hands  with  his 
older  brother  Thomas,  who  is  37,  so  as  not  to  be 
deprived  of  the  fruit  of  their  toil. 

1684,  Sept.  26.  On  this  day,  when  Jacob  is  24, 
his  father  died  and  in  the  distribution  Jacob  re- 
ceived  as  a  part  of  his  share  16  acres  of  land  in 
“Two-Stone,”  now  Griswoldville,  a  part  of 
Wethersfield.  Jacob  was  probably  the  first  settler 
here,  thinks  Stiles.  He  bought  additional  land  and 
built  the  older  Griswold  house  in  which  Thomas 
Sen’r,  son  of  Ezra,  afterward  lived.  Here  he  took 
his  coming  bride  to  live. 

1685,  Dec.  10.  Vol.  I,  p  9  B  M  D:  “Jacob 
Griswould  &  Mary  his  wife  were  maryed  by  Capt. 


Sam"  Talcott  Comisioner  Dec.  10  :  1685.”  Ten  of 
the  12  children  are  recorded  directly  under  this  entry.  This  young  couple  lives  to  celebrate  their  fiftieth 
anniversary  with  2  years  to  spare.  They  lived  in  the  period  of  “Lorna  Doone”  and  the  "Bloody  Assizes” 
of  James  II,  which  the  book  pictures.  Then  in  France,  only  two  months  before  the  wedding,  Louis  XIV 
-  the  “  I  am  the  State”  King  revoked  the  edict  of  Nantes  which  loses  to  France  50,000  more  of  her  best 
families,  "leaving  her  weak  in  conscience  and  character  ever  since.” 


1693,  Dec.  25.  Vol.  I,  p  225  T  V:  “Jacob  Griswould  is  elected”  one  of  two  “Collectors  for  ye  Ministers 
and  Town  rate.” 

1694,  Dec.  5.  Vol.  V,  p  77  C  C:  “Jacob  Griswold  &  Joseph  Wright,  et  al,  complayne  of  John  Dix  & 
Aaron  Goffe  for  pownd  breach  about  Nov.  20th  last.  The  Court  judges  Dix  &  Goffe  to  paye  a  fine  of  £5 
for  pownd  breach  and  to  pay  Jacob  Griswold  for  damage  done  his  grasse  11s.”  Dix  &  Goff  appeal. 

1695,  Apl.  15.  Vol.  II,  p  925  Stiles:  On  Feb’y  23,  1693/4  the  town  voted  to  distribute  lands  in  the 
West  Division  (Newington  and  a  part  in  Rocky  Hill).  The  distribution  was  now  made  the  basis  being 
Vi  acre  to  pound  of  tax  on  list  of  1693.  Jacob  Griswold  drew  in  Tier  No.  1,  of  38  lots,  which  were  in 
Rocky  Hill,  Lot  No.  29. 

1696,  Dec.  28.  Vol.  I,  p  245  T  V:  “For  Sheepmasters  were  chosen  for  the  year  ensuing  Sergt  Wm 
Goodrich  &  Jacob  Griswold.” 


1697/8,  Jan’y  28.  Vol.  I,  p  112  Stiles:  Jacob  Griswold  is  one  of  27  to  petition  the  town  in  a  strong 
document  against  the  practice  of  giving  away  public  lands.  Thus  he  was  an  early  reformer  in  Connecticut. 

1701,  Dec.  29.  Vol.  I,  p  265  T  V:  “Att  this  metting  Jacob  Griswold,”  and  two  others,  “are  chosen  a 
comitte  to  provide  a  sufficient  scoolmaster  for  ye  instructing  of  ye  youth.” 

1703,  June.  Vol.  I,  p  733  Stiles:  “  In  Griswoldville,  down  to  within  some  30  years  ago,  there  stood  an 
old  Griswold  dwelling,  of  a  very  fine  type,  a  picture  of  which  we  give  here,  from  a  drawing  made  by  the 
late  Samuel  Broadbent  Jun’r  (p  725).  Judge  Adams  who  was  a  descendant  of  this  Griswold  family,  says 
of  the  dwelling  which  was  demolished  in  1875:  ‘The  land  on  which  the  house  stood  is  supposed  to  have 
been  sold  by  Capt.  Robert  Welles  (grandson  of  Gov.  Thos.  Welles)  to  Jacob  Griswold  (son  of  Michael 
the  Settler)  in  June,  1703.  It  is  believed  that  he  built  the  house  about  1712.  But  the  town,  in  1674,  had 
given  the  said  Michael,  16  acres  of  land  at  Two  Stone  Brook  (now  Griswoldville),  which,  by  his  will,  he 
gave  to  his  son  the  said  Jacob.  The  latter  died  in  1737,  giving  his  ‘home  lot’  to  his  sons  Josiah  and 
Ephraim.  Whether  it  was  Josiah  or  Ephraim  who  occupied  the  house  is  not  certainly  known;  but  it  seems 
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to  have  been  built  by  their  father  Jacob;  and  its  ownership  and  occupancy  descended  to  Ozias  Griswold, 
son  of  the  said  Josiah.  The  latter  bought  from  his  brother  Lieut.  Ebenezer,  in  1728,  a  tract  of  21 }  j  acres, 
with  the  ‘new  dwelling  house  thereon.’  This  1  suppose  to  have  been  the  ‘Mai.  Josiah  Griswold  house’ 
(later  the  Broadbent  house),  demolished  in  1875.  Lieut.  Ebenezer  was  born  in  1702,  and  his  house  was  by 
all  indications  built  by  Jacob  Griswold,  his  father,  and  given  to  him.  Jacob’s  will  indicates  this.  The  house 
descended  to  Thomas,  son  of  Ozias,  to  his  son  Franklin  W.  whose  heirs  now  own  the  land.’  So  wrote 
Judge  Adams’  mother  who  was  a  daughter  of  this  Thomas  Griswold  and  born  and  reared  in  this  house. 
Stiles  says  further  ‘it  is  supposed  that  Jacob  Sen’r  was  a  fuller.  The  fulling  mill  stood  near  by’.” 

1703,  Sept.  7.  Vol.  VI,  p  230  C  C:  Jacob  Griswold,  ct  al,  committee  for  the  School  of  Wethersfield,  did 
recover  judgment  before  an  Inferior  Court  at  Wethersfield  May  5,  1703  for  5s  3d  against  William  Tryon. 
Tryon  appealed  to  this  Court  but  not  appearing  Jacob  Griswold  prays  for  and  receives  his  costs. 

1704,  June  30.  Vol.  I,  p  212  Stiles:  Jacob  Griswold  is  mentioned  at  a  meeting  of  citizens  called  to  settle 
what  six  houses  shall  be  fortified  against  possible  attack  by  the  Indians  of  central  Massachusetts. 

1704,  Sept.  5.  Vol.  VI,  p  248  C  C:  ‘‘Thomas  Dickingson  of  Wethersfield  is  Plaintiff  versus  Jacob  Gris- 
wold,  same  town,  in  an  action  of  Replevy,  for  Impownding  nine  swine  by  the  son  of  said  Griswold.”  The 
case  is  adjourned  because  the  defendant  had  not  had  notice. 

1705,  Dec.  24.  Vol.  I,  p  273  T  V:  ‘‘Jacob  Griswold  Senior  is  chosen”  one  of  four  “Selectmen  for  the 
year  ensuing.” 

1706,  Apl.  2.  Vol.  VI,  p  289  C  C:  Jacob  Griswold  Sen’r  &  three  other  selectmen  of  Wethersfield  bring 
suit  against  Jonathan  Bigelow  Jun’r  of  Hartford  for  felling  some  trees  in  Wethersfield  &  carting  them 
away.  In  May  the  General  Assembly  authorized  these  same  selectmen  to  sell  four  acres  for  the  “benefit 
of  Annie  Gilbert  a  poor  impotent  person.” 

1707/8,  Mch.  15.  Vol.  I,  p  280  T  V:  “At  this  metting  Liut  David  Goodrich,  Jacob  Griswold,”  and  two 
others,  “were  impowerd  to  settle  the  bounds  between  this  Town  &  Middletown  with  sufficient  ditches 
&  heaps  of  stones.” 

1710,  July  8,  P  289  Do:  “Jacob  Griswold  Senr  chosen  surveyor  for  the  year  ensuing  and  Ebenezr 
Killburn  freed.” 

1712,  Dec.  24.  P  297  Do:  It  was  voted  that  Jacob  Griswold  Sen’r  shall  be  one  of  a  committee  “to  look 
out  a  convenient  place  on  ye  Comons  wherein  ye  west  farmers  shall  erect  their  meeting  house.”  (The 
Newington  Church  is  referred  to). 

1713/14,  Feb’y  17.  Vol.  VIII,  p  169  P  Ct:  He  helps  to  appraise  the  inventory  of  John  Belden’s  Estate 
of  Wethersfield,  £S9L00'03.  This  was  John  Bclden  2nd. 

1718,  Dec.  9.  Vol.  1 1,  p  3  T  V:  “It  was  also  then  voted  yt  Sergt  John  Latimer  &  Jacob  Griswold  Senr 
should  be  grandjurors  for  ye  year  ensuing  &  were  then  sworne.” 

1720,  May  12.  Vol.  V,  p  208  G  A:  Jacob  Griswold  Sen’r,  Stephen  Noble  and  Mabel  Griswold  (wife  of 
son  John  Griswold  deceased)  petition  the  General  Assembly,  as  administrators  of  John’s  estate,  and  are 
given  power  “to  take  of  Jacob  Griswold,  Jun.,  a  deed  of  conveyance  of  certain  lands  at  New  Milford  in 
the  name  and  on  the  behalf  of  the  heirs  of  the  said  John  Griswold,  dec’d.”  A  deed  of  John’s  house  and 
lot  is  delivered  to  Jacob  Griswold  Sen’r  July  5,  1720  and  is  on  record  in  Wethersfield  Vol.  IV,  p  286  L  R. 
These  Colonial  Court  and  land  records  dispose  of  the  doubt  expressed  by  the  historian  Stiles  as  to  whether 
we  would  ever  be  able  to  locate  definitely  the  identity  of  our  Capt.  Jacob  below  as  son  of  Jacob  Sen’r  or 
of  Thomas.  John  Griswold  deceased  was  of  New  Milford,  Ct.,  and  had  gone  there  in  the  early  day  with 
his  younger  brother  Jacob. 

1720,  May  12.  P  225  Do:  “This  Assembly  remits  unto  Jacob  Griswold,  Jacob  Griswold  Jr.,  and  John 
Camp  of  Wethersfield,  the  country’s  part  of  the  fourfold  assessments  as  paid  for  the  year  past.”  Why 
this  was  done  does  not  appear. 
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1721/2,  Mch.  5.  Vol.  II,  p  37  T  V:  Jacob  Griswold  heads  a  protest  of  four  citizens  “against  the  vote 
of  sd  Town,  vizt.,  against  Turning  sd  Brook  into  the  cove  on  ye  Cost  of  ye  Town.” 

1725,  July  6.  Vol.  X,  p  140  P  Ct:  He  is  made  one  of  the  executors  of  the  John  Belden  estate  of  Wethers¬ 
field,  £851-13-09.  This  was  John  Belden  3rd,  a  son-in-law. 

1725,  Sept.  6.  P  322  Do:  Jacob  Griswold  helps  to  appraise  the  estate  of  Israel  Boardman  of  Wethers¬ 
field,  £1,121-00-00.  Then  on  Sept.  28th  following  he  does  likewise  for  John  Kellogg  estate  of  Hartford, 
finding  same  total  £1,121-00-00. 

1726/7,  Jan’y  3.  Vol.  VI,  p  164  L  R:  “Jacob  Griswold  Sen’r,  in  consideration  of  that  parental  affection 
I  bear  towards  my  beloved  son  Ebenezer,”  do  give  him  23)4  acres  which  “is  part  of  ye  Westfield  Lotts.” 

1726/7,  Mch.  7.  Vol.  II,  p  45  T  V:  “Also  voted  a  Liberty  to  Jacob  Griswold  Senr  &  others  Desiring 
the  same  to  sett  up  a  Sabbath  Day  house,  stable  or  shed,  somewhere  in  the  Highway  near  the  Meeting 
House,  provided  it  be  under  ye  Direction  of  the  Selectmen:  as  to  the  spot.” 

1727,  Mch.  29.  Vol.  5,  p  177  L  R:  Jacob  Grisswold  Sen’r  “for  love  and  parentall  affection”  gives  to 
beloved  Daughter  Mary  ye  wife  of  Wm  Allis  of  Farmington  a  lot  in  the  Westernmost  Division. 

1731,  May  11.  Vol.  XI,  p  103  P  Ct:  Jacob  Griswold  is  appraiser  of  the  estate  of  Michael  Griswold  2d, 
a  nephew,  of  Wethersfield,  £919-06-04. 

1735/6,  Feb’y  10.  Vol.  XIII,  p  20  P  Ct,  Hartford:  “  In  the  Name  of  God  Amen,  I  Jacob  Griswold  Senr, 
of  Weathersfield,  calling  to  mind  the  Mortality  of  my  Body,  that  it  is  appointed  for  all  men  once  to  Die, 
&  being  willing  to  set  my  house  In  order,  I  Do  In  Good  health  &  perfect  soundness  of  mind  &  memory 
make  &  ordain  this  my  last  Will  &  Testament  (that  is  to  say)  principally  &  first  of  all  I  yeild  up  &  recom¬ 
mend  to  the  Earth  to  be  Decently  buried  at  the  Discretion  of  my  Executors  hereafter  named,  when  my 
change  cometh.  First  I  will  that  all  my  Debts  that  I  owe  in  Right  or  Conscience  to  any  maner  of  person 
be  well  &  truly  paid  in  Convenient  time  after  my  Decease  by  my  Executors  hereafter  Named,  the  Re¬ 
mainder  devided  as  followeth: 

"  Item  I  give  &  devise  to  my  well  respected  son  Josiah  Griswold  the  whole  of  my  lott  Lying  in  Newington 
Parrish,  in  that  teere  of  lotts  called  the  half-mile  teere,  containing  29)-£  acres,  butted  east  on  Commons 
or  a  highway  &  also  west;  north  on  the  heirs  of  Capt.  Robert  Welles;  &  south  on  a  highway  to  be  to  him 
my  sd  son  Josiah  &  his  heirs  forever.  I  also  give  my  sd  son  Josiah  3)^  acres  of  Land  Lying  in  the  south 
part  of  Wethersfield  Great  Meadow,  Butted  East  on  a  highway  &  West  on  land  of  my  son  Josiah  Griswold, 
north  on  land  of  Ephraim  Williams,  &  south  on  land  of  the  heirs  of  Eliphalet  Dickinson,  with  this  condi¬ 
tion,  that  the  sd  Josiah  Griswold  pay  and  make  out  these  sums  following  to  the  persons  next  mentioned: 
(that  is  to  say)  To  the  heirs  of  my  eldest  son  John  Griswold  deceased:  To  Jeremiah,  the  eldest  son  of  the 
deceased,  £10  in  money;  to  John  2'1  son  £5  in  money;  to  Hannah,  a  daughter  of  the  deceased  £5;  to 
Thankfull,  another  daughter  of  the  dec’d,  £5  in  money;  to  Mabell,  another  daughter  of  the  dec’d,  £5  in 
money.  Also  that  my  sd  son  Josiah  pay  to  my  eldest  son  now  surviving,  Jacob  Griswold,  £35  money  to 
compleat  his  portion. 

“Item  My  Son  Ebenezer  Griswold  has  already  been  advanced  in  portion  and  settlement  as  appears 
by  record,  equall  with  his  Breathren.  Item  To  my  son  Ephraim  Griswold  I  give  8  acres  of  land,  part  of 
my  homelott,  Butted  East  on  the  highway,  West  on  my  son  Josiah’s  Land,  North  on  land  of  Michael 
Griswold,  &  south  on  Common  Land. 

“Item  I  give  to  my  daughter  Sarah  £110  in  moveable  Estate,  of  which  she  has  already  received  £75- 
18-11.  Item  I  give  to  my  daughter  Esther  £110,  of  which  she  hath  already  received  £77-04-09.  Item 
I  give  to  my  daughter  Lydia  £110  in  Moveable  Estate  of  which  she  hath  already  received  £66-02-08. 

“  If  sd  moveable  estate  shall  amount  to  be  over  &  above  Sufficient  to  make  out  sd  sums  the  over  plus 
(my  mind  is)  shall  be  divided  in  Equall  proportion  amongst  my  foure  daughters  viz.  Mary,  Sarah,  Esther 
and  Lydia  as  above  mentioned. 
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“Lastly  I  Constitute  appoint  &  ordain  my  son  Josiah  Griswold  to  be  the  sole  Executor. 

Witness:  Thomas  Wright,  Jacob  Griswold  L  S.” 

Elisha  Micks,  Joseph  Pynchon 

“  I,  the  sd  Jacob  Griswold,  by  this  present  codicil,  do  ratify  and  confirm  my  last  Will  and  Testament, 
and  do  give  unto  my  beloved  son  Ephraim  Griswold,  besides  what  I  have  given  him  in  the  will  abovesd, 
8  acres  of  pasture  land,  Butted  East  on  the  heirs  of  Deacon  Jonathan  Belding  dec’d,  West  on  Land  of  my 
son  Josiah  Griswold,  North  on  the  Land  of  Capt.  Joshua  Robbins,  and  south  on  Common  Land. 

Witness:  Thomas  Wright,  Jacob  Griswold  L  S.” 

Elisha  Micks,  Joseph  Pynchon 

1737,  July  22.  Vol.  I,  p  9  V  R:  “Mr.  Jacob  Griswold  Deceased  on  the  22d  Day  of  July  Anno  Domini 
1737.”  A  brown  stone  beside  that  of  his  wife  marks  his  grave  in  the  ancient  burying  ground  of  Wethers- 
field.  Here  is  the  inscription  on  it:  “Here  lies  the  Body  |  of  Mr.  Jacob  |  Griswold,  who  Dec’d  |  July  ye 
22nd  1737  |  in  ye  77th  year  of  |  his  Age.” 

1737,  Aug.  2.  Vol.  XIII,  p  14  P  Ct:  “The  Last  Will  and  Testament  of  Jacob  Griswold  Late  of  Weathers- 
field  Deceased  was  now  exhibited  in  Court  by  Josiah  Griswold  executor  named  In  sd  Will  who  accepted 
the  Trust  thereof  in  Court,  which  Will  being  proved  by  the  witness  thereto  are  by  this  Court  approved 
&  ordered  to  be  recorded  and  kept  upon  file.” 

In  the  inventory  following  it  is  to  be  noted  that  no  land  is  specified.  This  with  the  homestead  should 
more  than  double  the  moveable  estate. 

1737,  Aug.  18.  P  21  Do:  “An  Inventory  of  the  Estate  of  Mr.  Jacob  Griswold  of  Weathersfield  who 
Deceased  July  22d  Last  past  Taken  by  us  the  subscribers  under  oath  on  August  ISth  A  D  1737: 


Imprimis;  Wearing  apparell,  one  Great  Coat  £3;  Streight  Bodvd  Coat  5£ 

Black  Coat  £1-1 5s,  best  Jacket  2£;  Jacket  &  breeches  1  £  5s;  2  pr  breeches  5s 
Muslin  neckcloth  4s;  1  linin  handkercheif  3s;  1  belt  18<f;  money  6£-17s 
12  yards  &  \i  of  plain  Cloth  7£  19s-3;  8  yds  of  Crape  2£-8s;  3J4  yds  of  Druget  16s  3d 
Two  feather  beds  1 1  £-10;  Two  under  Beds  1  £- 1 0 ;  old  Feather  Bed  &  under  Bed  3£ 

2  Low  bedsteads  &  Cords  1£  10s;  9  blankets  1 1  £-6s;  1  Rug  2£  15s;  1  Bedquilt  3£  10s 
Bed  Curtains  &  Valiants  4£-8s;  1 1  pr  sheets  18£  19s;  6  pillow  caps  l£  4s 
Thread  2s;  2  Swine  7£;  &  2  pigs  £1;  1  hiefer  7£;  half  a  yoak  of  oxen  10£;  1  white  ox  6£ 

1  Steare  7£;  half  a  Steare2£  5s;  1  Red  Cow  &  Bell  7£;  1  red  Cow7£;  1  Bull  Calf  3£;  1  Calf  l£  10s 
12  Sheep  9£;  &  4  Lambs  36s;  1  hive  of  bees  l£-10s;  1  Timber  Chain  33s;  &  plow  Chain  20s  . 

1  Brass  Kettle  6£;  brass  Kettle  3£;  1  small  Iron  Pot  12s;  &  Iron  Kettle  9s  .... 

8  puter  platters  5 £- 1 0s ;  15  puter  plates  3£  6s;  3  larg  basons  1  £  14s . 

1  Lamp  3s  6d;  larg  Bible  l£  5s;  2  Small  bibles  10s;  Flanels,  Husbandry  Spirituallized  4s,  6  small 

books  9s  4d;9H  lbs.  wool  1£  17s-5d;  1  Wooden  tunel  36s . 

36  other  lines  of  personal,  household  and  farm  items  ........ 

Appraisers:  John  Stilman 

Jonathan  Williams,  Jonathan  Belding 


£8-0-0 
5-  5-  0 
7-  5-  6 
10-18-  0 
16-  0-  0 
19-  1- 
24-11- 
31-  2- 
27-15- 
14-19- 
10-  1- 
10-10- 


4-12- 

78-17- 


£268-17-  9“ 


1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 


CHILDREN 

(all  bom  at  Wethersfield) 

JOHN  b.  Sept.  25,  1686;  m.  Jan’y  18,  1710/11,  Mabel  Boardman;  he  d.  Dec.  24,  1719,  ae  33  she  d. 

They  removed  to  New  Milford,  Conn.,  with  brother  Jacob.  John  owned  the  first  grist  mill  erected  there. 
She  was  sister  of  Rev.  Daniel  Boardman  of  New  Milford.  She  m  (2)  Josias  Nichols  of  Danbury. 

MARY  b.  June  19,  1688;  m.  Dec.  15,  1709,  William  Allis;  she  d.  bef.  husband  he  d.  a  May,  1761,  ae  77 
They  lived  in  Wethersfield  and  Kensington.  He  was  collector  in  1712  and  packer  in  1  ■  1 3.  The  name  Ellis  is 
s/nonomous  with  Allis.  He  was  aged  in  1756.  His  inventory  totalled  £151-12-08. 

CAPT.  JACOB  b.  Mch.  26,  1690;  m.  a  1713,  Comfort  Buck  (see  below) 

ANNA  b.  Aug.  14,  1693;  she  d.  Aug.  4,  1723,  a?  30 
She  was  unmarried;  a  stone  is  erected  to  her  memory  in  the  Wethersfield  burying  ground. 
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5.  SARAH  b.  Mch.  18,  1695/6;  m.  Dec.  16,  1718,  John  Belden  3d;  she  d.  after  husband  he  d.  June,  1725,  a?  40  3  ch 

He  had  m  (1)  May  1,  1712,  Keziah  Gilbert  who  d.  Dec.  2,  1712,  ae  a  21,  leaving  1  child  3  days  old;  he  m  (2) 

Mch.  22, 1714/15,  Patience  Rosseter  who  d.  Mch.,  1715/16,  ae  24,  leaving  one  child.  They  lived  in  Wethersfield; 
his  inventory,  £851-13-09. 

6.  HESTER  b.  Mch.  13,  1696/7 

She  was  unmarried  in  1736  when  her  father  left  her  £110  of  which  she  had  already  received  £77-04-09. 

7.  JOSEPH  bp.  Aug.  21,  169S;  he  d.  before  father;  not  mentioned  in  his  will  of  1736. 

8.  JOS1AH  b.  Aug.  20,  1699;  bp.  Jan’y  5,  1699/1700;  he  d.  young;  the  record  is  mixed. 

9.  MAJOR  JOSIAH  b.  Jan’y  4,  1700/1;  m.  Aug.  17,  1727,  Mabel  Belden;  he  d.  May  9,  1769,  ae  68  she  d.  14  ch 

Dec.  13,  1789,  ae  83 

They  lived  in  Haddam  where  he  built  a  fulling  mill.  He  was  a  Major  of  Cavalry  and  became  famous  as  a 
soldier  in  the  French  war. 

10.  LT.  EBENEZER  b.  Oct.  25,  1702;  m.  Dec.  13,  1734,  Deborah  Grimes;  he  d.  Dec.  7,  1772,  ae  70  she  d.  8  ch 

June  7,  1765,  ae  59 

They  lived  in  Wethersfield,  where  he  has  stone  standing. 

11.  EPHRAIM  b.  Sept.  23,  1704.  He  is  remembered  in  father's  will  of  1736. 

12.  LYDIA  b.  Sept.  4,  1707;  m.  Feb’y  17,  1738,  Ephraim  Willard;  she  d.  Apl.  1,  1770,  a?  63  he  d.  Mch.  30, 

1766,  ae  59 

Her  father  left  her  £1 10  of  which  she  had  already  received  £66-02-08.  They  lived  in  Wethersfield  where  both 
have  gravestones. 

1690,  Mch.  26.  Vol.  I,  p  9  B  M  D:  “Jacob  ye 
son  of  Jacob  Griswould  &  Mary  his  wife  was  borne 
ye  26th  of  March  1690.”  This  important  event 
took  place  in  Wethersfield,  Conn.  Nine  of  his 
brethren  are  recorded  here  together.  Joseph  and 
Josiah  1st  are  missing. 

1711/12,  Jan’y  4.  Vol.  IX,  p  25  P  Ct,  Hartford: 
The  first  public  reference  to  our  Jacob  which  we 
have  found,  next  to  his  birth,  is  in  the  will  of  Capt. 
Robert  Welles  which  refers  to  land  in  Wethersfield 
exchanged  with  Jacob  Griswold  jun’r. 

1713,  Nov.  17.  P  64  New  Milford  Hist  (18S2): 
Prior  to  this  date  Jacob  Griswold  had  moved  with 
his  brother  John  Griswold  and  cousin  David  Gris¬ 
wold  from  Wethersfield  to  New  Milford  for  at  that 
time  a  home  lot  was  transferred  to  him  in  New 
Milford  next  north  “to  the  ministry  lot”  granted 
to  Rev.  Mr.  Daniel  Boardman,  which  was  the 
sixth  on  the  west  side  of  the  street  in  the  Town 
Plot.  It  is  thought  generally  that  this  granting  of 
a  “home  lot,”  where  evidently  he  built  and  lived, 
signifies  also  that  he  was  by  this  time  a  married 
man.  No  record  of  the  marriage  has,  however, 
ever  been  found;  nor  has  any  record  of  the  first 
child’s  birth  which,  from  his  age,  must  have 
occurred  at  New  Milford. 

1713,  Nov.  30.  P  36  Do:  “Agreed  that  John 
Noble  Sen’r,  and  John  Weller  or  Samuel  Brownson 
should  go  to  Milford  to  discourse  with  ye  com- 


CAPT.  JACOB  GRISWOLD  b.  Mch.  26,  1690 
COMFORT  BUCK  m.  a  1713 

b.  Dec.  7,  1692  d.  Mch.  1 1,  1772 

d.  bef.  husband  x  82 

1692,  Dec.  7.  Vol.  1,  p  55  B  M  D:  Comfort  the 
Daughter  of  Eze  Buck  &  of  Rachael  his  wife  was 
born  Decembr  ye:7th:1692.”  She  was  the  eleventh 
child  among  twelve  children  and  was  born  at 
Wethersfield,  Ct.  We  do  not  find  a  direct  con¬ 
necting  link  between  Comfort  and  Capt.  Jacob, 
yet  the  circumstantial  evidence  is  strong  enough 
to  be  rated  at  about  a  100%  surety.  In  Vol.  II, 
p  138  Stiles  there  are  12  good  reasons  given  why 
these  two  became  man  and  wife. 

1712/13,  Mch.  2.  Vol.  VIII,  p  217  P  Ct,  Hart¬ 
ford:  In  his  will  her  father  says:  “and  also  I  do 
give  to  my  beloved  daughters  Hannah,  Abigail  & 
Comefort  the  rest  of  my  moveables.”  Later  in  the 
year  Comfort  was  married  and  went  with  her 
husband  to  New  Milford  and  then  to  Litchfield  to 
live;  and  at  this  latter  place  her  second  child 
Eunice  holds  the  honor  of  being  the  first  white 
child  to  be  born  there. 

1768,  June  22.  In  making  his  will  her  husband 
makes  no  reference  to  her  thus  proving  that  she 
had  died  before  now.  No  reference  to  her  death 
seems  to  have  been  left  in  Litchfield.  If  we  as¬ 
sume  that  the  will  was  inspired  by  her  death,  she 
reached  an  age  of  about  75. 
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mittee  about  ye  settlement  of  a  minister,  and  at  ye  same  meeting  Jacob  Griswold  and  David  Griswold 
were  admitted  as  inhabitants  into  New  Milford  by  vote.” 

1713  14,  Jan’y  11.  P  64  Do:  Jacob  Griswold  Jun’r  buys  a  proprietors  right  of  Hugh  Gray  of  New 
Milford. 

1714,  Dec.  23.  P  3S  Do:  ‘‘There  were  chosen  for  collectors  of  the  12s  tax  for  the  year  ensuing,  W illiam 
Gaylard  and  Jacob  Griswold.” 

1715,  July  25.  P  44  Do:  Among  the  ‘‘Proposals  to  incourage  ye  settlement  of  a  minister  in  New  Milford, 
given  by  Rev.  D.  Bordman,”  we  find:  ‘‘A  line  of  S  rail  fence  to  be  made  by  ye  town  from  ye  highway  at 
ye  east  end  to  Aspatuck  River,  at  ye  south  side;  and  at  ye  east  end  by  yt  highway,  and  what  is  requisite 
at  ye  north  side  by  Jacob  Griswold;  and  to  break  up  four  acres  of  Land;  all  this  to  be  done  by  ye  15  day 
of  June  next.”  The  Church  was  settled  Nov.  21,  1716,  but  Jacob  Griswold’s  name  does  not  appear  on 
the  roster  there.  Before  this  time  he  had  sold  the  New  Milford  lot,  retaining  other  land  however,  to  John 
Weller.  No  doubt  he  was  planning  to  move,  but  actual  removal  to  Litchfield  did  not  take  place  apparently 

until  1720. 

1720,  May  12.  Vol.  V,  p  208  G  C:  The  Gen’l  Assembly  grants  permission  to  the  administrators  of  his 
brother  John’s  estate  to  buy  his  (Jacob’s)  land  in  New  Milford  for  the  benefit  of  John’s  heirs. 

1720  Summer.  P  4  Historic  Litchfield  (1906):  ‘‘The  first  settlers  were  Capt.  Jacob  Griswold  of  Wethers- 
field,  John  Peck  of  Hartford  &  Ezekiel  Buck  of  Wethersfield  who  brought  their  families  here,  built  log 
houses  on  their  home  lots  and  moved  into  them  during  the  summer  of  1720.”  Another  Litchfield  historian 
says  furthermore  that  Capt.  Jacob  was  “a  redoutable  Indian  fighter.”  See  below. 

1720,  May  12.  Vol.  V,  p  225  G  A:  ‘‘This  Assembly  remits  unto  Jacob  Griswold,  Jacob  Griswold  Jun’r 
and  John  Camp  of  Wethersfield  the  country’s  part  of  the  fourfold  assessments  as  paid  for  the  year  past.” 
This  would  indicate  that  Capt.  Jacob  still  held  land  in  Wethersfield.  Just  what  the  “  fourfold  assessments” 

were  do  not  appear. 

1720.  Vol.  I,  p  197  Stiles:  “Ezekiel  Buck  moved  from  West  Farms  (Newington)  to  Bantam  (Litchfield) 
&  became  one  of  the  original  settlers  of  that  town.  His  neighbor  at  Newington,  Capt.  Jacob  Griswold, 
is  believed  to  have  been  the  first  settler  of  Litchfield.”  This  Ezekiel  was  nephew  of  Comfort  Buck,  wife 
of  Jacob  Griswold.  Comfort  had  father  Ezekiel  Buck,  brother  Ezekiel  Buck  and  this  nephew  Ezekiel  Buck. 

1722,  May.  P  23  L  Hist  (1845) :  Jacob  Griswold  was  at  work  alone  in  the  field  about  a  mile  E  of  present 
Litchfield  Court  house  when  two  Indians  rushed  from  the  woods,  bound  him,  and  carried  him  north 
towards  Canaan  18  miles  where  they  pinioned  his  hands  and  feet  and  went  to  sleep.  He  finally  disengaged 
his  feet  and  with  hands  still  pinioned  he  took  their  guns  and  escaped  to  the  woods.  The  Indians  followed 
him  next  day  but  he  kept  them  at  a  distance  by  pointing  a  gun  at  them  and  finally  escaped. 

1723,  Aug.  22.  Vol.  I,  p  31  T  V:  Four  forts  were  ordered  built  at  town  meeting,  Jacob  Griswold  and 
Ezekiel  Buck  being  on  Committee  for  the  West  Fort,  while  our  John  Buell  was  on  committee  for  the  North 
Fort.  Mr.  Geo.  H.  Hunt,  the  present  Town  clerk,  says  he  lives  on  the  Jacob  Griswold  home  lot  in  west 

end  (Aug.,  1918). 

1723,  Dec.  24.  Vol.  I,  p  74  L  R:  This  first  Griswold  land  record  shows  Jacob  Griswold  grantor  to  Paul 
Peck  of  one  piece  of  land.  His  name  is  in  the  index  as  grantor  at  least  33  times  dowrn  to  Dec.  3,  1771  when 
he  makes  deed  to  Jacob  Griswold  Jr. 

1724,  Dec.  15.  Vol.  I,  p  35  T  V:  Sargt.  Jacob  Griswold  was  a  grandjuror.  He  would  have  no  intreagues 
of  the  Jesuits  to  consider  for  they  yet  had  no  standing  in  Anglo  Saxon  America;  but  on  the  other  side  of 
the  world  they  were  having  trouble  enough  for  the  Jesuits  were  being  expelled  from  China  for  good  cause. 

1725,  May  10.  P  40  Do:  It  was  voted  to  build  “a  good  substanshall  mount”  or  lookout  at  each  fort; 
and  Jacob  Griswold  was  named  as  overseer  of  this  w'ork  for  the  West  Fort. 
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1725,  Dec.  21.  P  -40  Do:  Jacob  Griswold  was  here  elected  selectman,  and  was  honored  with  nine  elec¬ 
tions  to  the  same  office  in  the  years  following.  There  was  no  newspaper  to  herald  these  elections.  New 
York  City  even  did  not  have  a  newspaper  until  this  year  when  The  Gazette  was  published. 

1728,  Dec.  10.  P  48  Do:  “Granted  to  Sergt  Jacob  Griswold  and  Benj.  Gibbs  each  of  them  4s  6 d  for 
Bounding  the  School  Lot  with  marks  that  it  may  be  well  known.” 

1729,  May  8.  Vol.  V,  p  6S9  G  A,  Hartford:  "This  Assembly  do  establish  and  confirm  Mr.  Jacob 
Griswold  of  Litchfield  to  be  Lieut,  of  the  Company  or  trainband  in  the  town  of  Litchfield  aforesaid  and 
order  that  he  be  commissioned  accordingly.”  Our  John  Buell  was  the  Captain. 

1732,  Mch.  8.  Vol.  I,  p  15a  L  R:  “2  Lott  to  Jacob  Griswold  and  is  of  the  same  size  In  Length  and 
breadth  (15  acres)  and  is  Bounded  West  upon  Thomas  pier,  South  upon  Common  or  undevidcd  Land, 
East  upon  Ezekiel  Buck,  North  upon  meeting  House  Street  and  is  the  thirteenth  In  number  of  choice.” 
From  this  date  down  to  July  15,  1769  the  land  records  show  38  grantee  deeds  in  his  favor,  both  grants  and 
purchases.  Among  the  grants  we  find  in  1725  a  60  A  division;  in  1727,  100  A  &  4  A;  1730,  50  A  &  100  A; 
1731,  20  A;  1745,  4  A;  1748,  2  A;  1753,  60  A;  176S,  2  A. 

1733,  May  10.  Vol.  VI,  p  123  G  A:  “This  Assembly  do  establish  and  confirm  Mr.  Jacob  Griswold  to 
be  Captain  of  the  Company  or  trainband  in  the  Town  of  Litchfield  and  order  that  he  be  commissioned 
accordingly.” 

1735/6,  Fcb’y  10.  Jacob  Griswold  Sen’r,  of  Wethersfield,  in  will  says:  “Also  that  my  sd  son  Josiah  pay 
to  my  eldest  son  now  surviving,  Jacob  Griswold,  £35  money  to  compleat  his  portion.” 

1739,  Dec.  11.  Vol.  I,  p  18  T  V:  “Capt.  Jacob  Griswold,  Capt.  John  Buell  took  the  oath  of  fidelity 
before  me  John  Buell  Justice  of  the  Peace.”  John  Buell  thus  did  the  rare  thing  of  taking  his  own  acknowl¬ 
edgment.  Forty  eight  citizens  took  the  oath. 

1742,  Oct.  14.  Vol.  VII,  p  154  G  A:  Major  Ebenezer  Marsh  &  Mr.  Jacob  Griswold  arc  the  representa¬ 
tives  at  the  General  Assembly  for  Litchfield.  In  May  the  entry  is  Capt.  Joseph  Griswould  but  it  must 
mean  Capt.  Jacob. 

1742,  Dec.  14.  Vol.  I,  p  75  T  V:  “At  the  same  meeting  Maj.  Ebenr  Marsh,  Benjamin  Webster  &  Supply 
Strong  were  continued  and  Capt.  Jacob  Griswold  was  chosen  comittee  for  the  School.” 

1743,  Oct.  13.  Vol.  VII,  p  219  G  A:  “On  the  memorial  of  Jacob  Griswold  of  Litchfield,  praying  for 
liberty  of  having  two  hundred  and  fifty  pounds  in  bills  of  credit  of  the  old  tenour  for  the  space  of  three 
years  next  coining,  interest  free:  Resolved  by  this  Assembly,  that  the  memorialist  shall  and  may  have  the 
sum  of  two  hundred  and  fifty  pounds  in  bills  of  credit  of  the  old  tenour  for  the  space  of  three  years  next 
coming  without  paying  interest  therefor,  upon  said  Griswould’s  giving  security  for  repayment  of  said 
sum  at  the  expiration  of  three  years.  And  Colo.  Nathaniel  Stanly  and  John  Marsh  Esqrs,  both  of 
Hartford,  are  appointed  a  committee  to  take  security  for  repayment  of  said  sum  of  said  Jacob  Griswold 
to  the  Governour  and  Company  of  said  Colony,  and  give  said  Griswould  an  order  on  the  Treasurer  of 
said  Colony  for  receiving  the  same.” 

1743,  Dec.  13.  Vol.  I,  p  76  T  V:  “Voted  that  Lieut  Joseph  Sanford  and  John  Catlin  be  Comtee  to 
adjust  the  Damage  done  by  Captn  Griswol’s  Saw-Mill  Dam  to  the  Highway.” 

1744,060.  10.  Vol.  4,  p  29  R,  L  R:  “Laid  out  to  Capt  Jacob  Griswould  on  Joseph  Sanford’s  Right  2  A, 
49  R  of  the  16  A  Grant  on  sd  Right  in  3  pieces”  .... 

1744,  Dec.  24.  P  33  R,  Do:  “Laid  out  to  Jacob  Griswold  on  the  Widow  Allins  Right  16  A  12  R  near 
about  a  mile  north  of  the  Meeting  House.” 

1744,  Dec.  25.  P  33  R,  Do:  "Laid  out  to  Jacob  Griswold  on  Joseph  Sanford’s  Right  27J^  A  95  R  on  the 
Widow  Allins  Right  lying  near  about  a  mile  North  from  the  Meeting  House.” 

1745,  Nov.  5.  P  177  L  Hist  (1859):  “The  unpopularity  of  Rev.  Mr.  Collins  of  the  Cong’l  Society  at 
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length  induced  several  of  the  leading  members  of  the  congregation  to  withdraw  themselves  from  his 
ministry,  and  to  look  elsewhere  for  religious  instruction.  On  the  5th  of  Nov.,  1745  a  meeting  was  called 
at  the  house  of  Captain  Jacob  Griswold,  by  Mess.  Jacob  Griswold,  Joseph  Kilburn,  Elijah  Griswold, 
Isaac  Bissell,”  among  13  in  all,  “at  which  the  First  Episcopal  Society  in  Litchfield  was  organized.  About 
tw’o  years  after  Mr.  Daniel  Landon  deeded  to  Capt.  Jacob  Griswold  and  Capt.  Joseph  Kilbourn,  a  tract 
of  50  acres,  ‘lying  westward  of  the  Great  Pond,  near  a  mountain  called  Little  Mount  Tom’  to  hold  for 
the  use  of  the  said  Society  for  Propagating  the  Gospel  ‘to  be  by  said  Society  applied  and  appropriated 
for  the  benefit  of  the  Episcopal  Church  in  Litchfield’.”  The  First  Episcopal  Church  building  w'as  dedi- 
cated  on  April  23,  1749. 

1768,  June  22.  Vol.  1 1 1 ,  p  23  P  Ct :  “Capt.  Jacob  Griswold’s  Will:  The  last  Will  and  Testament  of  Capt 
Jacob  Grisw'old  of  Litchfield  which  I  make  this  22d  Day  of  June  A  D  1768  is  as  follow's: 

“In  the  Name  of  God  Amen,  I  being  now  in  reasonable  common  Health  considering  mine  Age  and 
Sound  in  my  Reason  through  the  Goodness  of  God  who  has  continued  the  same  but  considering  the 
Mortality  of  my  Body  not  knowing  how  soon  I  shall  put  off  my  Earthly  Tabernacle  and  those  temporal 
Blessings  that  God  has  bestowed  on  me  moveth  me  to  make  this  my  last  Will  and  Testament  in  the  fob 
lowing  Manner  and  Form. 

“First  I  commit  my  soul  to  God  who  gave  it  trusting  in  the  Mercies  of  God  through  our  Lord  Jesus 
Christ  and  my  Body  to  the  Earth  to  a  decent  Burial  hoping  at  the  Resurrection  of  the  just  that  both  Soul 
&  Body  shall  be  reunited  in  Glory.  And  as  to  my  Temporal  Estate  that  God  has  blest  me  with  I  Give 
and  Bequeath  after  my  just  Debts  and  Funeral  Charges  are  paid  in  the  following  manner. 

“1.  First  1  Give  and  Bequeath  to  my  beloved  son  Elijah  Griswold  one  half  of  an  undivided  Right  of 
Land  in  Litchfield  and  ten  acres  already  granted  on  sd  Right  of  the  last  Division  not  yet  laid  out  and 
my  wearing  Apparel,  my  great  Bible,  my  Service  Book  and  my  Cider  Mill  for  his  own  for  ever. 

“2.  Second  I  Give  and  Bequeath  to  my  three  Daughters  or  their  Heirs  viz:  to  Eunice  the  Wife  of 
Capt  Soloman  Buell  and  Anne  formerly  the  wife  of  Jacob  Woodruff  Esq.,  and  to  Mary  formerly  the  wife 
of  Elisha  Kilborn  all  my  moveable  Estate  excepting  what  I  have  already  given  away  to  my  son  Elijah 
which  shall  be  equally  divided  in  three  parts  to  Eunice  one  Part  and  to  the  heirs  of  Anne  one  part  and  to 
the  Heirs  of  Mary  one  part  which  shall  be  their  ow-n  for  ever. 

“3.  Thirdly  I  Give  and  Bequeath  to  my  beloved  Grand  Son  Jacob  Grisw'old  my  Dwelling  House  and 
Barn  and  Twenty  six  Acres  of  Land  where  my  Dwelling  House  and  Barn  now’  standeth  the  w'hole  of  sd 
Lot  provided  sd  Jacob  shall  pay  all  my  just  Debts  which  he  shall  faithfully  do  then  the  sd  Land  and  Build- 
ings  shall  be  his  own  for  ever.  Furthermore  my  Will  is  that  my  son  Elijah  Griswold  shall  be  Executor  to 
this  my  last  Will  and  Testament  and  all  other  Wills  formerly  made  by  me  are  void  and  this  my  last  Will 
and  Testament  I  do  acknowledge  to  be  my  free  Will. 

Witness:  Benj.  Kilborn  Jacob  Griswold  &  seal” 

Beriah  Stone,  Isaac  Bissell 

1772,  Mch.  11.  Vol.  1,  p  54  B  M  D:  “Capt.  Jacob  Grisw’old  Deceased  the  11th  of  March  1772  in  the 
83d  year  of  his  Life.”  Tne  Captain  and  his  family  seem  to  have  left  no  cemetery  record.  In  the  inventory 
which  follows  it  is  to  be  noted  that  no  real  estate  is  recorded. 

1772,  Apl.  7.  Vol.  II,  p  229  P  Ct:  “The  Last  Will  and  Testament  of  Capt  Jacob  Griswold  late  of  Litch¬ 
field  Deceased  w'as  exhibited  in  Court  by  the  executer  named  in  sd  Will  who  before  this  Court  accepted 
the  Trust  thereof  sd  Will  being  proved  by  the  Witnesses  thereto  is  by  this  Court  approved.” 

1773,  Mch.  11.  Vol.  Ill,  p  94  P  Ct:  “The  following  Inventory  of  the  Estate  of  Capt.  Jacob  Griswold 
Deceased  was  now  Exhibited  in  Court  by  Elijah  Griswold  of  sd  Town  on  Oath  which  Inventory  is  by  this 
Court  approved  and  ordered  to  be  Recorded.  The  Inventory  is  as  follow's: 

1  Bed  feathers  wt  3414  lbs 

1  Bed  feaithers  wt  17  lbs  £1-1-0,  Do  wt  32  lb  £1-12-0 

1  Bed  Stead  2s,  Do  3s,  one  Bed  Cord  3s,  Sheets  3s 


£2-  3-0 
2-13-0 
0-  9-0 
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1  Bed  Blanket  10s,  Do  9s,  Do  11s,  one  chest  2s  . 

1  Case  of  Drawers  12s,  one  Chair  2s  6d 

1  pair  of  Andirons  1  Is,  one  Trammel  5s 

2  Pewter  Platters  2s  6d,  2  pewter  plates  Is 

1  Cherry  Tea  Table  8s,  one  Bible  7s,  one  Service  Book  5s  . 

1  Strait  Bodyed  Coat  9s,  one  Jacoat  2s,  2  woolen  shirts  5s  . 

2  Linen  Shirts  4s,  one  pr  of  Stockings  Is  . 

Silk  Handkerchief  Is,  pr  of  Shoes,  2s  6 d,  Cyder  Mill  £3-0 
half  of  an  Undivided  Rite  £1-10  ..... 

Two  acres  already  granted  £1-0,  one  pillow  2s 
2  Bolsters  Is  6 d,  Weavers  Loom  and  Tackling  £1-0 
1  Sword  6s  ........ 

Apprizers:  Isaac  Bissell 
John  Osborn 

"This  Inventory  was  made  &  taken  March  the  9th  1773.” 


£1-12-0 
0-14-6 
0-16-0 
0-  3-6 
1-  0-0 
0-16-0 
0-  5-0 
3-  3-6 
1-10-0 
1-  2-0 
1-  1-6 
0-  6-0 


£17-15-0 


CHILDREN 

(first  born  at  New  Milford;  last  three  born  at  Litchfield) 

1.  ELIJAH  b.  a  1718;  in.  Feb’y  21,  1739/40,  Elizabeth  Young;  he  d.  Aug.  19,  1785,  ae  a  67  she  d.  July  17,  9  ch 

I771,  ae  52 

They  lived  in  Litchfield  where  he  was  grandjuror  in  1747  and  1748.  His  inv’y,  £58-16-10. 

2.  EUNICE  b.  Mch.  21,  1720/21;  m.  Jan’y  19,  173S,  Capt.  Solomon  Buell  (see  below) 

3.  ANNE  b.  June  11,  1723;  m.  Dec.  31,  1741,  Jacob  Woodruff;  she  d.  May  27,  1754,  a:  31  he  d.  Dec.  21,  9  ch 

1790,  ae  73 

They  lived  in  Litchfield  where  he  has  G  S  R  in  Morris  cemetery. 

4.  MARY  b.  Mch.  22,  1726;  m.  Elisha  Kilborn;  she  d.  June  3,  1754,  ae  28  he  d. 

She  has  G  S  R  in  West  cemetery,  Litchfield.  He  was  bom  at  Litchfield  Oct.  26,  1726. 


LINE  OF  DESCENT 

Capt.  Solomon  Buell  b.  1715  m.  Eunice  Griswold  b.  1721 

Ira  Buell  b.  1745  m.  Prudence  Deming  b.  1741 

Nathan  Bassett  b.  1769  m.  Mehitable  Buell  b.  1774 

Ozias  Buell  Bassette  b.  1807  m.  Emeline  Eno  b.  1805 

Frederick  Henry  Bassette  b.  1839  m.  Margaret  Anderson  b.  1844 


* 


THE  HARDING  FAMILY 


JOHN  HARDING  b. - 

AGNES -  m. - 

b.  - 

d.  -  d.  bef.  Aug.  28,  1640 

1640,  Aug.  28.  P  168  Thos.  Lechford  Notes  (le¬ 
gal)  Boston:  Prior  to  this  date  Agnes  Harding, 
who  was  executor  of  her  husband’s  estate,  m  (2) 
a  Mr.  Greene  of  Tarling,  Essex  Co.,  England. 
This  is  shown  by  the  note  under  her  son  Abraham 
below. 


1640,  Aug.  28.  P  211  P  of  M:  That  John  Hard¬ 
ing  was  a  yeoman  and  a  husbandman  of  Boreham, 
Essex  Co.,  England,  is  shown  by  the  letter  of  at¬ 
torney  given  28  (6)  1640  by  Abraham  Harding  his 
son,  and  29  (9)  1645  by  Elizabeth  Bridgham,  his 
daughter,  both  of  Boston,  as  below.  This  year  1 640 
probably  approximates  the  year  of  John  Harding’s 
death,  though  his  widow  Agnes  had  married  again 
in  1640.  No  doubt  he  lived  to  see  and  take  part 
in  the  stirring  times  which  precipitated  the  calling 
of  the  Long  Parliament  in  1640.  The  Scots,  whom 
Charles  had  roused  to  revolt  by  trying  to  force  on 


them  the  liturgy  of  the  Church  of  England,  had  crossed  the  border  in  arms  and  made  the  Assembly  nec¬ 
essary.  Prior  thereto  Charles  had  ruled  practically  as  an  irresponsible  despot,  levying  taxes  by  his  own 
orders  and  imprisoning  such  as  he  pleased.  This  Parliament  resolved  to  curb  the  royal  power.  It  passed 
the  Triennial  Bill  calling  for  a  Parliament  every  three  years.  It  brought  Strafford  and  Laud,  the  King  s 
chief  counselors,  to  the  block.  It  abolished  the  “Star-Chamber.”  Finally  it  resolved  that  it  could  not 


be  dissolved  without  its  consent. 


1645,  Nov.  29.  Vol.  32,  p  11  Boston  Ser:  “A  tre  of  Atturney  from  Henry  Bridgham  &  Elizabeth  his 
wife  the  daughter  of  John  Harding  of  Boreham  in  Essex  yeoman  deceased  to  ffrancis  Lyle  of  Boston  in 
New  England  chirurgeon  for  fifty  sixe  pounds  part  of  a  Legacie  given  the  said  Elizabeth  by  the  said 
John  Hardinge  deceased.  Witness  Robert  Harding,  Thomas  Buttolph.” 

1645,  Dec.  17.  P  15  Do:  “A  tre  Atturney  from  Hen.  Bridgham  of  Boston  N:  E:  unto  Mr  Alexander 
Polling’ton  Haberdasher  of  hatts  in  Lombard  streete  neere  the  white  horse  Taverne  to  receive  81i  10s 
Pt  of  a  Legacie  given  by  John  Harding  of  Boreham  in  Essex  yeoman  unto  Elizabeth  his  daughter  the 
wife  of  the  said  Henry  Bridgham  wth  power  to  substitute  another  atterney.  Witnes.  Thomas  Grubb.” 


CHILDREN 

(all  bom  presumably  at  Boreham,  Essex,  England) 

1.  CAPT.  ROBERT  b. - ;  m.  Sept.  1,  1639,  Wid.  Philip  Hammond 

He  is  a  son  probably.  Was  merchant,  captain,  selectman,  Boston;  11th  mem.  1st  Ch.  org.  ..ug.  27,  1630; 
freeman  May  18,  1631 .  On  Mch.  3,  1635/6  Judith  Lyvars,  Boston,  maid  servant  to  Robt.  Harding,  was  admit¬ 
ted  to  church.  Wife  Widow  Philip  Hammond  was  disciplined  by  the  Church  of  Boston  for  her  defence  of  Mrs. 
Anne  Hutchinson.  They  resided  in  Newport  in  1640.  In  1645  he  was  paid  for  services  by  the  Gen'l  Court. 
With  Thomas  Fowle  he  bought  on  Feb’y  7,  1645  the  Ship  Rainbowe  from  Mr.  James  Smith.  On  Oct.  1, 
1651  he  sold  the  house  he  had  built  in  Boston  and  returned  to  England. 

2.  ABRAHAM  b. - ;  m.  Elizabeth - ;  he  d.  a  Mch.,  1655  she  d. 

He  was  glover,  planter,  Boston,  Braintree  &  Medfield.  Freeman,  May,  1645.  He  gave  letter  of  attorney 
28(6)  1640  for  the  collection  of  an  £80  legacy  left  by  his  father,  John  Harding  of  Boreham,  Essex  Co.,  Eng., 
husbandman,  dec’d,  from  Agnes  Greene  of  Tarling,  Essex,  the  widow  and  executor  of  his  father’s  estate. 
They  are  ancestors  of  President  Warren  Gamaliel  Harding.  Abraham  left  estate  of  £322-09-00  per  Reg. 
IX,  p.  35,  Boston.  Wife  Elizabeth  m  (2)  John  Frary  Jr. 

ELIZABETH  b.  1623;  m.  1644,  Henry  Bridgham  (see  below) 
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LINE  OF  DESCENT 

Henry  Bridgham  b.  a  1617  m.  Elizabeth  Harding  b.  1623 

Jonathan  Bridgham  b.  a  164S  m.  Elizabeth - b.  a  1650 

Rev.  David  Denting  b.  1681  m.  Mercy  Bridgham  b.  1675 

David  Deming  b.  1709  m.  Mehitable  Champion  b.  1720 

Ira  Buell  b.  1745  m.  Prudence  Deming  b.  1741 

Nathan  Bassett  b.  1769  m.  Mehitable  Buell  b.  1774 

Ozias  Buell  Bassette  b.  1807  m.  Emeline  Eno  b.  1805 

Frederick  Henry  Bassette  b.  1839  m.  Margaret  Anderson  b.  1844 


/ 


THE  HART,  FAMILY 


DEA.  STEPHEN  HART  b.  a  1606 

-  m  (1)  - 

b.  m  (2)  a  1679  Wid.  Margaret 

d  - Smith  Nash 

he  d.  Mch.,  16S2/3,  ae  a  77 

1635,  Oct.  8.  Vol.  I,  p  42  L  R,  Newtown:  “Ste¬ 
ven  Heart  and  his  wife”  sign  deed  to  the  sale  of 
their  Cambridge,  Mass.,  property,  preparatory  to 
their  removal  to  Connecticut,  in  the  following 
spring.  She  was  born  in  England  but  nobody 
knows  where  as  yet,  nor  yet  do  we  have  the  first 
inkling  of  her  name.  At  Newtown  she  lived  for 
some  four  years  and  then  trecked  to  Hartford 
where  the  family  lived  for  some  four  years  more. 
They  then  moved  to  beautiful  Farmington  where 
she  ended  her  days. 

1652,  Oct.  13.  Vol.  I,  p  1  C  R:  The  Farmington 
Church  was  organized  this  date  -  1 1  or  12  years 
after  the  first  settlers  arrived.  Prior  to  this  they 
held  their  membership  in  the  Hartford  Church  and 
made  the  ten  mile  journey  thither  on  Sunday  for 
divine  worship.  “About  one  month  after”  the 
church  was  organized,  says  the  record,  “Steven 
Hart’s  wife  joined.” 

1652/3,  Mch.,  1st  Thurs.  Vol.  II,  p 39 C C:  “In 
the  actyon  Betweene  Thomas  Demone  pit  ctra 
wife  of  Steph:  Harte  defendt  the  Jury  findes  for 
the  pit:  5s  &  cost  of  Courte.”  What  it  was  all 
about  is  not  told.  She  lived  for  some  twenty  five 
years  after  this  probably,  but  there  is  no  record  of 
her  death  at  Farmington.  It  is  curious  that  none 
of  the  three  public  mentions  of  her  above  divulge 
her  first  name.  This  may  have  appeared  in  the 
first  town  records  as  also  her  death,  but  the  burn¬ 
ing  of  the  earliest  records  in  the  house  of  her  son 
John  Hart  in  1666  destroyed  any  such  evidence. 
This  fire  was  a  great  calamity  to  Farmington  and 
to  all  the  regions  where’er  her  children  dwell. 


1606.  P  39  Hart  Gen  (1875):  This  is  the  approx¬ 
imate  date  of  Stephen  Hart’s  birth  somewhere  in 
England  yet  to  be  determined.  Camp  and  others 
say  he  was  born  in  the  small  market  town  of 
Braintree,  Essex  Co.,  England,  but  this  does  not 
seem  to  be  confirmed.  At  any  rate  about  the  same 
time  there  was  a  baby  born  in  Holland  -  even  in 
Leyden,  the  Pilgrims’  temporary  home -and  he 
was  born  to  fame.  His  name  was  Rembrandt 
(1606-1669)  who  became  one  of  the  most  original 
and  able  painters  that  ever  lived  -  excelled  par¬ 
ticularly  in  color  and  the  effects  of  light  and  shade, 
but  shows  lack  of  refinement  in  his  figures. 

It  is  quite  probable  that  the  Hart  family  was  a 
part  of  the  Hooker  Company  or  the  Braintree 
Company  which  in  1632  settled  first  at  Mt.  Wol¬ 
laston  (now  Quincy)  but  later  in  the  year  moved  to 
Newtown.  Probably  they  did  come  from  the  vi¬ 
cinity  of  Braintree  in  Essex.  In  the  Hart  family, 
besides  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Hart,  there  were  now  three 
little  Harts. 

1632/3,  Jan’y  7.  Vol.  I,  p  1  P  R,  Newtown, 
Mass.  (First  name  for  Cambridge):  “Comon 
Pales  devided,  as  ffollo  -  .”  Such  is  the  heading 
of  the  paling  agreement  made  and  signed  by  42 
original  settlers  of  Newtown.  In  this  agreement 
Steben  Hart  is  assigned  8  Rod,  the  total  assigned 
being  577  rods.  This  is  the  first  known  record  we 
have  of  Stephen  Hart.  It  is  claimed  by  authorities 
that  he  was  deacon  of  Thomas  Hooker’s  Church 
while  here,  same  as  he  was  later  in  Hartford;  but, 
while  this  is  probable,  he  is  not  so  recorded  in 
either  town  so  far  as  I  can  find.  Later  in  Farm¬ 
ington  he  rates  as  first  deacon. 

1633,  Aug.  5.  Vol.  I,  p  1  T  V:  Here  twenty 
eight  citizens  are  listed  under  the  head,  “Lotts 
Granted  for  Cowyards.”  The  entries  read  this 
way:  “Steph  Hart  Yz  akr;  William  lewis  M 
akr.” 


1633/4,  Feb’y  2.  P  2  Do:  “  It  is  Agreed  that  the 
Wanting  ground  in  the  necke  of  land  shalbe  thuse  devided:  Stephen  Hart  2  Ackrs;  George  Steele  2  Acres 
'or  wch  ground  they  are  to  make  paleinge  for  every  Ackr  ....  rayld  six  foote  above  ground  .... 
aefore  the  1  of  Aprill  next  or  pay”  .... 
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1634,  May  14.  Vol.  I,  p  79  M  B  C:  Stephen  Hart  was  today  made  a  freeman  of  the  Massachusetts 
Bay  Colony. 

1635,  Aug.  20.  Vol.  I,  p  14  T  V:  “Att  a  Gennerall  Meeting  of  the  whole  Towne,”  a  division  of  Fresh 
Pond  meadow  was  ordered  “accordinge  to  every  mans  severall  proportion”.  Among  others  are:  “Stephen 
Hart  2;  Tho  Scott  4;  John  Steele  2.” 

1635,  5th  of  O.  Vol.  I,  p  18  L  R:  “Steven  Hart.  In  the  Towne,  one  house  wth  back  side  aboute  one 
roode,  Nathaniel  Richards  South  East,  Joseph  Reading  one  North  East,  Crooked  street  North  West, 

Longe  street  South  West . Moore  In  ould  field  aboute  two  ackers  and  halfe  ....  Moore  In 

the  necke  aboute  seven  ackers  one  roode  ....  Moore  In  the  Great  marsh  aboute  six  ackers”  .  .  . 

The  house  lot  above  described  is  lot  No.  46  on  the  first  map  of  the  town  as  shown  in  the  Cambridge 
History.  The  Hart  family  had  occupied  this  house  probably  for  two  and  one  half  years,  but  only  now 
make  record  of  it  to  give  better  title  to  the  contemplated  sale  which,  according  to  the  following  record, 
is  made  just  three  days  later.  Though  the  sale  was  made  they  continued  no  doubt  to  occupy  the  premises 
until  the  caravan  was  ready  to  start  for  Hartford  the  next  summer. 

1635,  Oct.  8.  P  42  Do:  “Knowen  unto  all  men  by  theis  prsents  that  I  Steven  Hearte  of  Newtown 
for  &  in  considdracon  of  a  some  of  monie  ....  have  sold  unto  Joseph  and  George  Cooke  my  Dwelling 
house  in  Newtowne  with  the  yardes  &  all  the  sev’l  p’cells  of  lande  and  meadowe  ....  forever  .  .  .  . 
In  witness  wherof  the  sd  Steven  Heart  and  his  wife  have  set  their  handes”  .... 

1635/6,  Fcb’y  8.  Vol.  I,  p  6  T  V:  “It  is  further  ordered  that  the  ground  lyeinge  between  Charls 
Towne  path  and  the  Comon  Pales  forcmerly  aponted  to  be  measurd  as  also  the  Remaynder  by  Water- 
towne  shalbee  thuse  devided.”  Our  ancestors  in  this  division  are  as  follows:  “To  William  lewis  2  Ackrs; 
to  Stephen  Hart  2  Ackrs;  to  Tho  Scott  3  Ackrs.” 

1636,  June  1.  P  25  Stanley  Gen  (1887):  On  the  first  of  June  the  Hooker  Company,  about  one  hun¬ 
dred  strong,  is  ready  to  shake  the  dust  of  Massachusetts  and  try  life  over  again  in  the  freer  air  of  the 
Connecticut  wilderness.  Stephen  Hart,  with  wife  and  four  or  five  children,  are  in  all  probability  mem¬ 
bers  of  this  party.  It  is  unfortunate  that  no  list  of  the  hundred  members  of  the  party  has  come  down 
to  us  to  clear  up  all  doubt  in  the  matter. 

1637,  May  10.  Vol.  I,  p  199  Dist,  Hartford:  That  Stephen  Hart  was  one  of  the  90  white  men  and  70 
Indians  who  sail  forth  today  to  attack  the  mischievous  and  murderous  Pequots  is  evidenced  by  the  fact 
that  he  was  given  a  lot  in  “soldier’s  field”.  No  roster  of  the  90  men  exists  and  only  by  the  means  of 
the  soldier  lots  can  a  few  of  the  men  be  established.  Stephen  Hart  sold  his  lot  to  Wm.  Wadsworth  as 
per  this  reference. 

1639/40,  Jan’y  3.  Vol.  I,  p  A,  L  R,  Hartford:  One  hundred  and  twenty  one  people  are  here  listed 
under  the  head  “The  Names  of  such  Inhabitants  as  have  right  In  undivided  Lands.”  The  23rd  name  is 
Stephen  Hart  with  40  acres  apportioned  to  him  out  of  a  total  of  3,281  acres.  This  proportion  remained 
in  his  title  as  an  original  proprietor  for  a  generation  or  more.  The  highest  proportion,  held  by  Gov.  John 
Haynes,  was  160  acres.  The  following  item  gives  a  condensed  statement  of  Stephen  Hart’s  land  holdings 
in  Hartford  at  this  time.  The  house  lot  as  described  in  the  first  paragraph  was  on  the  river  bank  on  the 
West  side  of  the  road  to  the  Neck,  now  Front  street,  near  where  Morgan  street  crosses  it.  Location  may  be 
seen  on  the  early  map  of  the  town  in  the  Hartford  History.  These  original  holdings  entitle  him  to  his  place 
of  honor  on  the  Founders  Monument  back  of  the  First  Church,  this  monument  being  erected  about  1846. 

1639/40,  Feb’y.  P  201  Do:  “Severall  parcells  of  land  in  Hertford  upon  the  river  of  Conecticott  be- 
longinge  to  Stephen  Hart  &  to  his  Heires  forever,  viz:  One  parcell  on  which  his  dwellinge  house  now 
standeth  wth  other  outhouses,  yards  &  gardens  therein  being  contayninge  by  estimacon  two  acres  (more 
or  lesse)  abuting  upon  Wiilfn  Kelsyes  land  on  the  East  &  on  Zachary  fields,  &  on  Thom:  Roots,  Samuel 
Hales,  Benj :  Muns  &  Benj :  Bur  land  on  the  South  &  on  Mathew  Marvens  land  on  the  West  &  toward 
the  North.” 
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Each  of  the  following  parcels  are  described  by  a  special  paragraph  similar  to  above  in  style:  “One 
parcel  1  of  2  acres  on  which  a  dwelling  now  stands  ....  one  parcell  of  2  acres  on  which  dwelling 
once  stood  ....  one  parcell  of  3  roods  in  little  meadow  ....  one  parcell  of  3  acres  in  North 
meadow  ....  one  parcell  of  3  acres  on  East  Side  Great  River  ....  one  parcell  of  16  acres  in  old 
oxpasture  ....  one  parcell  of  1 1  acres  in  the  Cowpasture  ....  one  parcell  of  20  acres  in  North 
Meadow  ....  one  parcell  of  4  acres  in  the  Neck  ....  one  parcell  of  1  acres  in  the  neck  .... 
one  parcell  of  3  acres  in  North  Meadow” . 

1640,  June  15.  Vol.  I,  p  45  G  C:  “The  prticuler  Courte  is  to  conclude  the  conditions  for  the  planting 
of  Tunxis.”  The  committee  sent  to  investigate  in  January  had  reported  favorably  and  before  this  sum¬ 
mer  was  over  settlers  began  to  take  up  land  there  and  before  another  year  some  had  settled  there.  Rev. 
W.  S.  Porter  names  Stephen  Hart  as  one  of  the  twenty  original  proprietors  and  settlers  of  Farmington. 
The  Harts  had  been  from  three  to  four  years  in  both  Cambridge  and  Hartford,  but  now  they  settle  for 
a  lifetime  in  the  rich  valley  of  the  Tunxis.  Camp  says  Stephen  Hart  was  one  of  the  leading  pioneers  of 
the  place  if  not  the  inspirer  of  the  project.  His  homestead  plot  was  four  or  five  times  larger  than  any 
other  house  lot,  being  15  acres.  It  was  on  the  west  side  of  Main  street,  near  the  centre;  and  directly 
opposite  his  homestead  the  plot  for  the  meeting  house  was  reserved.  It  extended  from  what  was  known 
as  Mill  Lane  on  the  North  to  the  present  stone  store  on  the  South  and  from  Main  street  West  to  the 
river.  Miss  Porter’s  school  stands  now  on  the  south  end  thereof.  These  lots  and  lands  have  continued 
to  be  in  some  respects  the  most  desirable  and  valuable  of  any  in  the  old  town  of  Farmington. 

In  consideration  of  holding  so  large  a  house-lot  he  was  to  erect  and  maintain  a  mill.  He  also  owned 
large  tracts  of  land  in  other  parts  of  the  town,  one  of  these  being  in  “Great  Swamp,”  Kensington.  “He 
was  one  of  the  foremost  men  in  the  new  settlement,  one  of  the  first  representatives  to  the  General  Court 
at  Hartford  in  1647,  was  active  in  securing  the  organization  of  the  Church  in  1652,  was  one  of  the  seven 
pillars,  his  name  standing  next  to  that  of  the  pastor,  Mr.  Newton,  and  he  was  appointed  first  deacon. 
His  influence  both  in  civil  and  religious  matters  was  quite  extensive  for  the  times.  No  family  name  seems 
to  have  been  borne  by  a  greater  number  of  the  early  inhabitants  of  the  original  parishes  of  Kensington, 
New  Britain,  and  Worthington  than  that  of  Hart.  All  or  neafly  all  of  the  early  families  having  that 
surname  were  descendants  of  Stephen  Hart.”  It  is  unfortunate  that  the  town  minute  record  of  elections 
at  Farmington  up  to  about  1680  have  been  burned  or  lost.  We  can  never  know  therefor  what  town 
offices  Steven  Hart  held.  As  Church  pillar  and  head  deacon,  head  miller,  and  leading  promoter,  he  no 
doubt  had  and  carried  well  his  share  of  offices  and  duties. 

1647,  May  20.  Vol.  I,  p  162  G  C:  Steven  Hart  was  elected  deputy  to  the  General  Court  for  Farmington, 
and  was  re-elected  each  year  up  to  May  17,  1655,  attending  in  person  during  the  interval  31  sessions  of 
the  Court  held  at  Hartford.  He  was  again  elected  deputy  on  May  17,  1660. 

1647,  May  24.  P  161  Do:  Steven  Hart  served  on  the  General  Court  jury  of  twelve  men.  They  apparf 
ently  settled  but  one  case  as  follows,  but  note  that  it  was  a  big  one:  “  In  the  ac.  of  Mris  Willis  pi.  agt. 
Francis  Styles  deft,  (Mr.  Roceter  appeared  for  Mr.  Styles)  the  Jury  find  for  the  pi.  £340  damages  & 
costs  of  Court.” 

1650,  Apl.  9.  Vol.  I,  p  3  L  R:  “A  discovery  in  Righting  of  sutch  agrements  as  were  made  by  the 
majistrates  with  the  Indians  of  tunckses  concerning  the  Lands  &  sutch  things  In  Reference  therunto 
as  tend  to  setle  peace  In  a  way  of  truth  and  Righteousness  betwixt  the  Inglish  &  them.”  Then  follow 
six  paragraphs  on  peace.  Jo:  Haynes  signs  for  the  Colony  and  Pethus  and  Ahamo  for  the  Indians.  Signed 
in  the  presence  of  Stephen  Hart,  Thomas  Judd,  Thomas  Thomson,  Isack  Moore,  Thomas  Stanton,  Roger 
Newton.  This  was  an  effective  treaty,  for  war  was  never  declared  by  or  against  the  Tunxis  Indians. 

1650/1,  Feb’y  20.  Vol.  II,  p  17  C  C  :  “At  a  Particular  Courte  in  Hartford  upon  the  Tryall  of  John 
Carrington  and  his  wife,”  Steph:  Hart  was  one  of  the  jury,  as  also  our  Will:  Lewis  and  Edw:  Griswold. 
Our  Mr.  Welles  was  a  majistrate.  Under  the  Welles’  history  we  discuss  the  subject  of  witchcraft,  which 
should  be  consulted  to  understand  our  country’s  small  share  in  this. world  delusion.  Here  is  the  record: 
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“  Indightment:  John  Carrington,  thou  art  indighted  by  the  name  of  John  Carrington  of  Wethersfield, 
Carpenter,  that  not  having  the  Fear  of  God  before  thine  eyes,  thou  hast  Intertained  familiarity  with 
Sattan,  the  Great  Enemy  of  God  and  Mankind,  and  by  his  help  has  done  works  above  the  Course  of 
nature,  for  wch,  both  according  to  the  Laws  of  God  and  the  Established  Laws  of  This  Commonwealth, 
thou  descrvest  to  Dye. 

“The  Jury  finds  this  Inditem  against  John  Carrington  the  6,h  of  March  1650/1.  Att  the  same  Court, 
Time  and  Place  was  found  an  Indightment  also  against  Joanne  Carrington,  wife  of  John  Carrington, 
with  the  same  Verdict.” 

1650/1,  febu.  Vol.  II,  p  52  L  R:  “Land  in  fermingtun  belonging  to  Stephen  Hartt  &  to  his  haiers  for 
ever,  viz:  one  p’sell  for  a  house  lott  on  which  his  dwelling  house  now  standeth  with  other  out  houses, 
yeardes,  gardens  &  other  incloscrs  thearein  being  Contain  by  estama  fifteene  acres  Abutting  on  the  River 
on  the  west  &  on  the  highway  on  the  East  &  on  Thomas  Porters  Land  on  the  South  &  on  Thomas  Upsuns 
Land  on  the  North.”  Two  other  parcells  were:  “One  p’sell  Lying  in  the  Lower  meadow  of  120  acres  which 
he  bought  of  William  pantre  on  the  River  on  the  East,”  and  “one  p’sell  on  which  a  mill  standeth  with  a 
swamp  a  Joyning  to  it  in  which  the  mill  watter  cometh  &  Containeth  all  the  Land  yt  the  Contre  gave 
to  John  Bronson  theare,  exsept  his  house  Lott,  &  a  butteth  on  the  Common  Land  &  on  the  highway 
Leadding  to  the  Mill.” 

1652,  May  18.  Vol.  II,  p  33  C  C:  Stephen  Hart  and  Thomas  Judd  testified  to  the  last  will  of  David 
Carpenter  of  Farmington,  it  having  been  spoken  to  them  by  the  deceased  upon  his  death  bed. 

1652,  Oct.  13.  Vol.  I,  p  1  C  R:  The  first  Church  of  Farmington  was  formally  organized  today.  Rev. 
Roger  Newton  was  the  first  pastor  at  Farmington  and  next  to  him  among  the  seven  pillars  stood  Steven 
Hart.  Our  John  Bronson  and  our  Thomas  Thompson  were  also  among  the  seven.  Steven  Hart  is  recorded 
also  as  the  first  Deacon.  “About  one  month  after,”  says  the  record,  “Steven  Hart’s  wife  joined.”  Here 
is  the  beginning  of  the  Church  Record:  “On  the  13th  of  October,  1652,  Mr.  Rodger  Newton,  Stephen 
Hart,  Thomas  Judd,  John  Bronson,  John  Cole,  Thomas  Thompson  and  Robert  Porter,  joined  in  Church 
Covenant,  in  Farmington.” 

1653,  May  21.  Vol.  II,  p  36  G  C:  Good:Harte  and  Mr.  Steele  were  appointed  Commissioners  for  the 
town  of  Farmington  to  aid  in  impressing  men  for  an  army  of  sixty  four  men  -  Connecticut’s  part  in  a 
possible  war,  “if,”  as  the  Commissioners  of  the  United  Colonies  say,  “God  call  the  Collonyes  to  make 
warr  against  the  Dutch.” 

1654,  Dec.,  1st  Thurs.  Vol.  II,  p  57  C  C:  Stephen  Hart  serves  on  the  Grand  Jury  at  Hartford. 

1655,  Sept.  6.  P  76  Do:  Stephen  Hart  is  an  appraiser  of  the  estate  of  William  Adams  of  Farmington, 
our  Thomas  Newell  helping  as  appraiser  also.  On  the  same  day  they  both  appraise  the  estate  of  Thomas 
Upson  of  Farmington.  The  widow  who  was  administrator  “desired  Thomas  Judd  and  Stephen  Hart 

Sen’r  as  assistants.” 

1660,  May  17.  Vol.  II,  p  125  G  C:  For  the  ninth  time  Steven  Hart  is  elected  deputy  to  the  General 
Court  at  Hartford.  Serving  with  him  in  the  same  Court  are  our  Edward  Griswold  of  Windsor,  John  Derm 
ing  Sen’r  of  Wethersfield,  Wm  Goodrich  of  Wethersfield,  and  Anthony  Hawkins  of  Farmington. 

1661,  Sept.  5.  Vol.  II,  p  160  C  C:  Stephen  Hart  serves  on  the  County  Court  Jury.  In  this  Court  he 
had  at  least  five  tours  of  jury  duty  in  the  years  1647,  1661,  1665  and  1673. 

1664,  Apl.  27.  Vol.  Ill,  p  15  C  C:  He  helps  to  appraise  the  estate  of  George  Orvis  of  Farmington,  which 
totalled  £92'00'00,  and  Stephen  Hart  and  Thomas  Barnes  were  appointed  by  the  Court  to  assist  the 

Relict. 

1665/6,  Feb’y  16.  Vol.  I,  p  62  T  V,  Hartford:  “  It  was  testified  by  the  Committee  that  the  names  of 
the  persons  mentioned  and  the  number  of  acres  there  set  to  them  is  the  true  division  of  the  uppland  on 
the  east  side  the  great  river  ....  it  being  allso  testified  that  the  Length  of  the  said  Lotts  was  to  bee 
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three  miles  and  that  thereby  the  number  of  acres  above  said  are  trebled.”  In  this  division  Steven  Hart  is 
set  down  with  his  old  proportion  of  40  which  means  under  the  above  vote  that  he  received  three  times 
that  acreage  or  1 20  acres. 

1666,  June  12.  Vol.  I,  p  545  Dist,  Hartford:  Under  the  heading  “Lotts  drawn  beginning  next  Windsor 
bounds”,  we  find  this  entry:  “Steven  Hart  &  John  Pantry  375  acres.” 

1666/7,  Jan’y  7.  Vol.  I,  p  30  T  V,  Farmington:  “Att  a  town  Meeting  it  was  granted  and  Confirmed  to 
Stephen  Heart  Senr  two  home  lotts  contayning  by  estimation  tenn  acors  which  lyeth  from  the  barn  at 
his  farm  down  to  thee  brook.” 

1668,  Nov.  4.  P  165  Middletown  Hist  (1853):  Deacon  Hart  of  Farmington  was  a  delegate  to  the  Church 
of  Middletown  organized  this  day  with  “ten  Middletown  men  standing  up  and  owning  a  confession  of 
faith  and  entering  into  covenant  with  God  and  with  one  another.” 

1668/9,  Jan’y  6.  Vol.  I,  p  37  C  R,  Farmington:  “It  was  voted  by  the  Church  assembled  at  Deacon 
Hart’s,  that  with  respect  to  the  Sacrament,  each  brother  of  the  Church  should  send  into  the  Deacon  s 
a  peck  of  Wheat,  or  the  worth  of  a  shilling  in  current  pay,  for  the  defraying  of  the  next  Sacrament,  as 
also,  for  the  clearing  off  that  little  which  according  to  the  Deacon’s  report,  was  yet  due  for  the  Sacrament 
already  past,  as  also,  that  for  the  future,  every  brother  of  the  Church  should  for  each  Sacrament  allow  6 d, 
-  except  such  of  the  brethren  whose  wives  come  not  to  the  supper,  because  not  members  of  the  Church; 
and  to  them  it  was  permitted  to  put  in  3d  or  six-pence,  whichever  they  pleased,  for  each  Sacrament.” 

1669,  Oct.  12.  Vol.  II,  p  521  G  C,  Ptd:  Steven  Hart  Sen’r  with  sons  Steven  and  Thomas  are  on  the 
freemen’s  census  of  42  men  in  Farmington.  This  census  of  the  Colony  had  been  ordered  by  the  General 
Court  in  the  Spring  and  it  appears  to  be  the  first  one  taken  in  Connecticut.  Steven  Hart  Sen’r  is  one  of 
the  three  to  sign  the  report  and  attest  to  its  correctness.  This  means  that  he  was  a  constable  in  Farm¬ 
ington  this  year. 

1670/71,  Jan’y  18.  Vol.  I,pl5TV:  “Land  in  the  Swamp  lyinge  one  the  branches  of  Mattebesit  River” 
is  here  given  to  “scverall  pertikalcr  persons.  Among  them  are:  Stephen  Hart  sent  20  acres,  Thomas 
Hart  20  acres.” 

1671/2,  Feb’y.  Vol.  I,  p  581  L  R,  Hartford:  “The  Proprietors  of  the  Undivided  Lands  in  Hartford  with 
each  theire  proportions  In  one  devision  as  followeth  according  to  which  proportions  they  payd  for  the 
purchase  of  sayd  lands:  Feb:1671.”  Here  again  Stephen  Hart  is  listed  at  40  acres,  the  total  now  residing 
in  89  people  with  3,109  acres. 

1673,  May  8.  Vol.  Ill,  p  32  G  C:  The  General  Court  grants  to  Deacon  Stephen  Hart  150  Acres  of  land 
“provided  he  take  it  up  where  it  may  not  prejudice  any  former  grant.”  This  was  laid  out  in  1706  by  order 
of  son  Thomas  Hart  to  David  Russell  in  Killingly.  The  title  came  later  into  dispute  and  new  grant  was 

made  in  1737. 

1673/4,  Jan’y  8.  Vol.  Ill,  p  366  L  R:  Here  is  a  standard  list  of  the  eighty  four  proprietors  of  Farming- 
ton  which  remains  the  standard  for  fifty  years  so  far  as  general  land  distributions  are  concerned.  In  this 
list  Stephen  Hart  Sen’r  is  23rd  in  order  and  is  recorded  as  having  proportional  estate  of  £132,  which  is 
fourteenth  in  size. 

1676/7,  Mch.  10.  Vol.  I,  p  51  T  V:  Fifty  six  proprietors  are  here  apportioned  the  fencing  “on  the  west 
side  of  the  Great  Meadow  as  followeth:  begining  by  the  River  at  John  Warners  farme  untill  you  come  to 
John  Nortons  bridge.”  The  fortieth  name  is:  “Deacon  Hart  Nineteen  Rod.” 

1678,  Aug.  Vol.  IV,  p  7  C  C:  Sargent  Joseph  Nash  of  Farmington  died  close  to  the  month  of  August, 
1678.  He  had  had  first  wife  Mary  and  second  wife  Margaret  who  in  turn  had  had  first  husband  Arthur 
Smith.  Nash  left  an  estate  of  £420-5-10.  It  was  not  long  after  this  before  Deacon  Stephen  Hart  and  widow 

Margaret - Smith  Nash  made  a  marriage  contract  and  became  man  and  wife.  He  did  not  live  but 

three  or  four  years,  but  Margaret  lived  on  till  Mch.  1, 1693,  4.  In  Feb  y,  1691/ 2  she  made  v.  ill  mentioning 
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children  John  Smith,  Arthur  Smith,  Elizabeth  Thompson  and  Thomas  Thompson,  the  last  named  being 
executor.  Her  inventory  now  was  £54' 1 4-06. 

1679,  Oct.  9.  Vol.  Ill,  p  107  G  C:  “Captn  Wm  Lewes  and  Tho:  Jud  are  appoynted  to  layout  to  Deacon 
Heart  or  his  assigne  his  grant  of  land  formerly  granted  to  him,  according  to  his  grant,  at  a  place  upon 
Mattatock  River  to  the  northward  of  the  towne  there.” 

1679/80,  Mch.  1.  Vol.  I,  p  16  C  R:  Here  we  find  a  very  valuable  list  of  church  members  ‘‘in  full  com¬ 
munion.”  It  is  numbered  up  to  42  but  man  and  wife,  when  both  members,  count  as  one.  Eight  ‘‘men 
only”  are  listed  without  wives.  The  roll  would  seem  to  be  graded  according  to  rank  and  Andrews  suggests 
that  the  basis  for  ranking  were,  “age,  list,  titles  and  whatever  else  makes  a  man  honorable.”  Whatever 
it  was,  “Deacon  Hart”  is  first.  He  stands  alone,  his  wife  Margaret  not  being  a  member  apparently. 

1682/3,  Mch.  16.  Vol.  IV,  p  1  IS  C  C:  “I  Steven  Heart  of  Fannington  not  knowing  the  shortness  of 
my  time  yet  being  in  perfect  Memorie  desire  to  resign  up  my  selfe  unto  God  and  submit  to  his  will  & 
accordingly  to  set  my  house  in  order  that  the  estate  that  God  hath  given  me  may  be  dissposed  of  as  my 
desire  is  according  to  his  will  that  soe  those  that  my  will  is  shall  enjoy  it  may  Injoy  a  blessing  with  it  & 
for  the  settling  of  this  my  estate  my  will  is  as  foloweth:  That  my  Farme  which  I  formerly  have  given  to 
my  three  sons  John  Heart,  Steven  Heart  &  Thomas  Heart,  the  of  my  Farme  to  John,  to  Steven, 
the  other  quarter  to  Thomas. 

“I  give  to  my  gr  son  Thomas  Porter  &  to  my  son-in-law  John  Cole  my  plowing  Land  &  Meadow  & 
Swamp  which  was  sometime  part  of  Andrew  Warner’s  Farme,  &  abutts  on  my  son  Steven  Heart’s  Land 
on  the  North.  I  do  give  it  to  them  to  be  equally  (divided)  betwixt  them,  the  ingagement  of  my  wife  being 
fulfilled. 

"  I  give  to  my  sons  Steven  and  Thomas  Heart  that  ten  acres  of  Land  which  I  bought  of  Andrew  Warner, 
that  lyes  in  the  Farme  Meadow,  &  be  equally  divided  betwixt  them. 

“  I  give  to  my  sons  Steven  and  Thomas  Heart  and  to  my  daughters  Sarah  Porter  and  Mary  Lee,  my 
Swamp  Lott  in  the  Great  Swamp  and  all  the  rest  of  my  Upland  Divisions,  divided  or  undivided,  to  be 
equally  divided  betwixt  them. 

“  I  give  to  my  gr.  child  Dorothy  Porter  £10.  I  give  to  my  gr.  child  John  Heart,  my  eldest  son’s  son,  £3. 

“  I  do  give  to  my  beloved  wife  a  little  Kettle  that  holds  about  a  peck,  as  also  a  colt  which  I  gave  her, 
which  was  recorded  to  her. 

“And  as  to  all  the  rest  of  my  Estate,  within  dores  and  without,  all  dues  &  Debts  (except  H  Part  °f 
my  Linen,  &  a  Cow,  &  £10  given  to  my  wife,  as  also  £5  of  Annuity  during  her  natural  life  in  case  she 
survive  me,  as  may  appear  by  a  former  Instrument). 

“And  as  for  the  rest  as  abovesd.,  I  give  to  my  sons,  Steven  and  Thomas  Heart,  and  my  beloved  daugh¬ 
ters,  Sarah  Porter  and  Mary  Lee,  and  my  son-in-law,  John  Coale,  whom  I  make  my  Executors. 

Witness:  John  Wadsworth  Senr  Steven  Hart.” 

Robert  Porter 

1682/3,  Mch.  The  deacon  died  between  the  sixteenth  and  the  31st.  If  born  in  1606  he  was  77.  No 
record  of  the  date  is  made  and  no  stone  marks  his  grave  at  Farmington. 

1682/3,  Mch.  31.  P  119  Do:  “An  Inventory  of  the  estate  of  Deacon  Steven  Heart,  senr,  deceased 


taken  March  31,  168§ 

Viz  a  house  &  Homestead  . £70-00-00 

Land  at  Nod  on  the  East  side  of  the  river  .........  40-00-00 

Twelve  acres  of  Land  in  the  great  meadow  .........  25-00-00 

Ten  acres  of  Land  in  the  farme  Meadow  ..........  30-00-00 

fower  cowes  &  a  yearling  &  Two  sucking  calves  ........  19-04-00 

Two  horses  5£,  3  sheepe  &  Two  Lambes  40s  .........  07-00-00 

Com  in  the  Chamber  .............  03-10-00 

Brass  ware  &  Iron  in  the  house  ...........  14-03-06 
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Books  5£,  Two  hatts  eighteen  shillings 
Three  payre  of  shoes  &  reed  makeing  Tooles 
Lining 

By  provisions  &  wooden  ware  in  the  seller 

By  augurs  Cob  Irons  with  other  tooles  old  Iron 

wearing  eloathes  ...••• 

beds  beding  &  bed  stedes  • 

chests,  boxes.  Tables,  Seats  &  other  weare 

Great  swamp  lott  &  Upland  belonging  to  it 

other  lands  not  yet  layd  out  the  worth  not  known 

pewter  &  tin  &  earthen  ware  .  .  .  - 

arms  &  amunition  &  a  small  pann 

three  more  lines,  including  com,  seed,  hay,  &c 

apprized  by  us:  Isack  More 

Benjamin  Judd 


£05-18-00 

04-11-00 

20-04-00 

07-05-00 

07-19-00 

10-12-00 

15-12-00 

04-11-06 

15-00-00 

00-00-00 

12-17-00 

02-02-00 

03-13-00 


By  yam  &  cloath  at  the  weavers  . 

The  estate  credited  as  by  sundry  persons 

The  Estate  Dr 


£319-02-00 

04-10-00 

16-12-00 

10-15-00 


“Mrs.  Margaret  Heart,  Ens.  Tho  Heart,  Sarah  porter  &  Mary  Lee  personally  appeared  &  made  oath 
that  they  have  made  a  True  presentment  of  the  deceased  estate  to  the  appnzers. 

1683,  Apl.  4.  P  69  Do:  “The  Last  Will  &  Testament  of  deacon  Steven  heart  together  with  an  Inventory 
of  his  estate  was  exhibited  in  Court  proved  &  ordered  to  be  recorded." 

1695  Oct  10  Vol.  Ill,  p  264  G  C:  “This  Court  appoynt  Mr.  John  Bowcher  and  L°l  Tho.  Leffingwcll 
to  lay  out  to  Cap-  Thomas  Heart  or  the  heirs  of  Mr.  Anthony  Howkins  and  Deacon  Steven  Heart  their 
severall  grants  of  land  granted  to  them  by  this  Court  according  to  their  grant. 

1698  May  12  P  308  Do:  “  Upon  the  motion  of  Capt"  Thomas  Hart  of  Farmington,  this  Court  doth 
appoint  Capt"  John  Higley  and  Mr.  Samll  Wilcockson,  both  of  Symsbury  to  lay  out  to  the  heirs  of  Mr. 
Stephen  Hart  a  tract  of  land  granted  to  him  by  this  Court  May  8th,  1673. 

1705  O't  11-19  P  495  Do:  “Acts  passed  at  a  Generali  Assembly  holden  at  New  Haven:  Whereas 
the  Generali  Court  holden  May  the  8*  1673,  granted  unto  Mr  Stephen  Hart  one  hundred  and  fift.e  acres 
of  land  in  such  place  where  it  might  be  conveniently  found,  and  the  said  tract  of  land  w as  ta^en  p  * 
near  Waterbuty  which  afterward  was  granted  to  be  a  township,  and  therefore  said  tract  o.  land  so  taken 
up  las  relinquished,  and  sometime  after  said  150  acres  of  land  was  taken  up  near  the  meeting  of  the 
bounds  of  Farmington,  Symsbury  and  Windsor,  which  tract  of  land  is  found  to  be  interfering  upon  some 
of  said  bounds,  and  if  it  is  held  is  like  to  be  matter  of  Controversye,  and  therefore  the  heirs  of  said  Stephen 
Hart  doe  relinquish  both  the  tracts  of  land,  above  mentioned:  in  consideration  whereof  this  Court  uo 
grant  unto  the  heirs  of  said  Stephen  Hart  one  hundred  and  fiftie  acres  of  land  in  som^  convenient  place 
where  it  may  be  taken  up  without  prejudice  to  any  former  grant.” 

1722  lune  22.  P  389  S’th’n  Hist:  Steven  Hart  Senior,  though  now  dead  for  some  39  years,  draws  Lot 

22  in  the  “South  Division”  in  Southington  as  surveyed  in  1672,  but  oriy  now  distributed  to  the  84 
proprietors  of  Farmington  then  listed.  This  lot  was  412  Rods  in  length  E  and  W,  93  M  Rods  wide,  with 

c’nt’s  of  239  Acres.”  f  L  .. 

1728  Dx  15  P  391  Do-  The  84  proprietors  above  now  each  draw  their  share  of  the  Shuttle  Meadow 
Division  in  Southington.  Steven  Hart  Sen’r  draws  lot  76  which  was  46  rods  broad  with  contents  of  100^ 

,717  oy.  n  Vol.  VI  p  322  GA:  Sixty  four  years  after  the  150  acre  grant  was  first  made  the  Gen  1 

Assembly  is  still  concerned  with  it.  On  the  petition  of  Stephen  Hart,  Joseph  Hart,  &c  heirs  of  Stephen 
Hart  formerly  of  Farmington,  deceased,  it  is  ordered  that  the  grant  of  1673  be  now  laid  out  to  the  heirs 
on  the  West  bank  of  Ousatunnuck  River  not  within  the  bounds  of  any  of  the  townships  tl’“*  “ 

out.  At  this  Assembly  there  are  43  towns  listed  with  their  grand  lists.  Farmington  stands  at  £24,216-064)6. 
New  Haven  is  the  highest  with  £39,942-1 0-00 
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CHILDREN 

(first  three  bom  probably  in  England;  fourth  born  at  Cambridge,  Mass.;  fifth  born  probably  at  Hartford; 
sixth  was  bom  probably  at  Farmington;  all  were  by  first  wife) 

1.  SARAH  b. - ;  m.  Nov.  20,  1644,  Dea.  Thomas  Porter;  she  d. -  he  d.  a  Dec.,  1697  5  ch 

They  lived  in  Farmington  on  lot  next  south  to  her  father.  His  inventory  was  £96-00-06. 

2.  MARY  b.  a  1631;  m  (1)  1658,  John  Lee;  she  d.  Oct.  10,  1710,  ac  79  he  d.  Aug.  8,  1690,  ie  70  .6  ch 

The  Lees  lived  on  lot  next  north  of  father  Hart’s.  They  are  the  progenitors  of  the  Lees  of  New  England.  His 
estate  was  £359-01-03.  She  married  (2)  Jan’y  5,  1692,  Jedediah  Strong.  She  was  his  third  wife. 

3.  JOHN  b. - ;  m.  Sarah - ;  he  d.  1666  she  d.  1666  3  ch 

Their  house  in  Farmington  was  set  on  fire  by  the  Indians  and  all  the  family  was  burned  to  death  except  son 
John  who  was  away  on  a  trip  to  Nod  (Avon).  John  Sen’r  was  town  clerk  and  such  town  records  as  were  in 
his  keeping  were  consumed  in  the  flames. 

4.  SERGT.  STEPHEN  b.  1634;  m.  a  1660, - ;  he  d.  Nov.  19,  1689,  ae  55  shed.  7  ch 

He  represented  Farmington  at  the  General  Court  Aug.  29,  1689  -  less  than  three  months  before  death.  His 
estate  totalled  £633-14-00.  Old  gravestone  in  Farmington  reads:  “S.  H.  Dec’sd  a’  55  19:9:1689” 

5.  MEHITABLE  b. - ;  m.  John  Cowles 

Both  were  members  of  the  Church  in  Farmington.  Their  sons  moved  to  Kensington  where  their  descendants 
still  remain. 

6.  CAPT.  THOMAS  b.  1643;  m.  a  1665  Ruth  Hawkins  (see  below) 


CAPT.  THOMAS  HART 

RUTH  HAWKINS 
b.  Oct.  24,  1649 
d.  Oct.  9,  1724,  75 


b.  1643 

m.  a  1665 
d.  Aug.  27,  1726 
x  83 


1649,  Oct.  24.  Vol.  II,  p  369  Stiles:  Ruth 
Hawkins  was  born  at  Windsor,  Connecticut  dur¬ 
ing  the  second  decade  of  its  English  settlement. 
She  had  a  full  sister  and  brother  and  four  half 
sisters  living  when  she  was  married  at  sixteen 
years  of  age.  At  about  seven  years  of  age  she 
moved  with  the  family  from  Windsor  to  Farm¬ 
ington,  her  father  making  a  “distinguished”  rec¬ 
ord  there.  Captain  Thomas  did  not  have  to  go  far 
on  his  courting  trips  for  they  were  neighbors  in 
Farmington. 

1673/4,  Feb’y  28.  Vol.  Ill,  p  134  C  C:  Ruth 
inherits  from  her  father  “a  cowe  which  is  in  the 
hands  of  Abram  dibull  of  Haddam,  and  also  a  fift 
part  of  my  Estate  which  doos  remayne  after  my 
loveing  wife  have  received  her  thirds.”  Ruth  is  to 
share  also  in  what  her  stepmother  leaves. 

1675/6,  Jan’y  11.  P  163  Do:  Sergt.  John  Haw- 
lins,  who  loses  his  life  in  King  Philip’s  War,  had 
willed  his  estate  to  his  brothers  and  sisters  and 
nephew.  He  leaves  house  and  12  acres  of  land 
therewith  to  “cozen  Joseph  Judd”  (nephew’  now 
4  years  old)  to  be  his  when  21.  “The  benefit  of 
this  house  &  land  I  give  the  y2  to  my  brother  John 


1643.  P  365  Hart  Gen:  Thomas  Hart  was  born 
in  the  very  beginnings  of  Farmington.  White  men 
had  not  lived  there  before  the  summer  of  1641  it  is 
thought. 

1663,  Oct.  8.  Vol.  II,  p  188  GC:  Tho:Hart& 

Ens:  Steel  are  among  ten  candidates  who  “are  to 
stand  for  their  (  )  at  the  Court  in  May  next, 

for  their  freedome.” 

1664,  May  12.  P  197  Do:  “This  Court  orders 
that  those  of  Farmington  have  the  oath  of  freedom 
administered  to  them  by  Mr.  Hawkins;  This 
Court  having  accepted  of  the  persons  presented  by 
the  Deputies  of  the  aforesaid  towns,  as  freemen.” 
This  means  that  Thomas  had  the  unusual  experi¬ 
ence  of  having  the  oath  of  allegiance  administered 
to  him  by  Mr.  Anthony  Hawkins  his  coming 
father-in-law.  It  w'as  within  a  year  after  this  prob¬ 
ably  when  the  wedding-knot  w'as  tied.  Andrews 
says  that  they  settled  in  Stanley  Quarter,  (Newr 
Britain)  and  then  joined  the  Newington  Society. 
The  Newington  Church  record  does  not  show  this, 
however,  and  the  w'riter  believes  it  to  be  a  mis¬ 
take.  It  was  his  son  Thomas  who  settled  in  the 
Great  Sw'anip  Society  but  even  he  did  not  live  to 
the  North  in  Stanley  Quarter. 

Captain  Thomas  actually  stayed,  like  his  father, 
in  the  old  settlement  at  Farmington.  He  inherited 
the  north  part  of  his  father’s  homestead  opposite 
the  meeting  house  and  his  residence  was  not  far 
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Judd  and  the  other  half  to  my  sister  Ruth  Haw¬ 
kins.”  Also  “  1  give  to  my  sister  Ruth  Hawkins 
the  part  of  the  residue  of  my  estate.”  (Ruth 
had  been  married  eleven  years,  yet  her  brother 
calls  her  Ruth  Hawkins.) 

1678,  Dec.  5.  Vol.  IV,  p  9  C  C:  “Sarah  Haw¬ 
kins  the  daughter  of  Mr.  Antho  Hawkins  being 
deceased  &  having  a  right  to  an  estate  by  the  will 
of  sd  Mr.  Hawkins  her  father  &  by  her  brother 
John  Hawkins  will  &  she  dyeing  without  makeing 
of  a  will  doe  order  that  it  be  divided  between  her 
foure  sisters  Mary  Jud,  Ruth  Heart,  Elizabeth 
Brinsmead  &  Hanah  Hawkins  by  equall  propor¬ 
tions.” 

1679/80,  Mch.  1.  Vol.  I,  p  16  C  R:  “Thomas 
Hart  &  his  wife”  are  27th  on  the  roll  of  Farming- 
ton  Church  members  standing  in  full  communion. 

1721,  July  24.  Her  husband  makes  will  and 
says,  “  I  give  to  my  beloved  wife  Ruth  Hart  the 
free  use  .  .  .  .  of  all  the  rooms  in  my  dwelling 
house  and  cellar  ....  during  her  natural  life; 
also  ye  use  of  the  garden ;  also  of  the  use  of  ye 
orchard;  also  part  of  all  household  goods;  also 
a  cow;  also  £6  as  money  yearly  for  her  comfort 
during  her  widowhood.” 

1724,  Oct.  9.  Vol.  II,  p  66  L  R:  “Ruth  Hart 
wife  of  Capt.  Thomas  Hart  Departed  this  Life  ye 
9th  Day  of  octobr  Annoq.  Dom  1724.”  She  was 
six  years  younger  than  her  husband  but  died  two 
years  before  him,  hence  received  no  benefit  from 
her  husband’s  will.  She  was  75. 


away.  It  was  from  there  that  he  went  out  on  his 
life  of  activity  and  usefulness  which  was  reflected 
for  over  thirty  years  in  annual  elections  to  places 
of  trust  and  leadership.  Whether  as  Captain  -  the 
chief  military  officer  of  the  town  —  or  as  Deputy  to 
the  General  Court  -  the  chief  town  representative, 
he  wras  continually  in  the  forefront,  and  he  shared 
with  John  Hooker  the  honors  of  being  the  two 
most  important  men  of  the  place,  though  the 
minister  should  be  included  to  make  a  third.  His 
influence  for  good  in  the  Colony  at  large  was  wide¬ 
spread,  his  ability  and  wide  acquaintance  being 
attested  by  his  election  as  Speaker  of  the  Assembly 
for  at  least  five  sessions. 

1669,  Oct.  12.  Vol.  II,  p  521  G  C,  Ptd:  Thomas 
Hart  is  on  the  freeman’s  census  at  Farmington 
with  his  father  and  brother  Steven.  Nine  of  the  42 
freemen  on  the  list  were  direct  ancestors. 

1670/71,  Jan’y  18.  Vol.  I,  p  15  T  V:  Land  is 
here  given  to  “scverall  pcrtikaler  persons  in  the 
Swamp  lyinge  one  the  branches  of  Mattebcsit 
River.”  Here  we  find:  “Thomas  Hart  20  acres.” 

1670/71,  Mch.  2.  Vol.  Ill,  p  107  C  C:  Thomas 
Hart  is  sworne  in  as  a  constable  for  Farmington. 

1672,  Sept.  5.  P  123  Do:  Tho  Hart  is  on  the 
jury.  He  served  here  also  on  Sept.  5,  1704. 

1673/4,  Jan’y  8.  Vol.  Ill,  p  366  L  R:  In  the 
standard  Proprietors  Roll  of  84  members  Thomas 
Hart  is  25th  in  order  and  is  rated  at  £104,  “as 
agreed  off  by  the  aforesd  town.”  He  was  one  of 


the  committee  of  five  who  made  the  report. 

1674,  Sept.  3.  Vol.  Ill,  p  143  C  C:  “Thomas  Hart  is  confirmed  Sargt  of  the  Traine  Band  of  Farm¬ 
ington.”  He  is  now  31. 

1676/7  Tan’y  29  Vol.  I,  p  50  T  V:  “The  same  meting  theire  was  chosen  a  Comitty  viz  Mr.  Wadsworth, 
Captaine  Lewis,  Lieut  Steele,  Thomas  Hart,”  and  three  others,  “to  determine  the  longitude  of  the  Fences 
for  the  Security  of  Ffarmingtowm  Meadowes.” 

1676/7  Mch.  10.  P  51  Do:  “  For  the  proportioning  of  the  Fence  on  the  West  side  of  the  Great  Meadow 
as  followeth :  begining  by  the  River  at  John  Warner’s  farme:  lily  Thomas  Hart  Four  Rod;”  Fifty  six 
citizens  were  in  this  fence  apportionment.  Thomas  Hart  was  one  of  the  six  who  signed  the  report. 


1678,  May  1.  Vol.  Ill,  p  96  G  C:  “Thomas  Heart  was  by  this  Court  approved  to  be  ensign  of  the 
traineband  of  Farmington.” 

1679/80  March  1.  Vol.  I,  p  16  C  R:  “Thomas  Hart  &  his  wife”  is  the  way  they  are  listed  in  the  roll  of 
42  heads  of  families  who  are  members  of  the  Farmington  Church  in  full  communion.  They  were  27'  in 
order.  Although  now  thirty  seven  years  old  Thomas  had  not  climbed  very  high  in  these  rolls  of  distinction, 

but  it  is  seen  that  he  has  started  right. 
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1680/1,  Feb’y  4.  Vol.  IV,  p  23  C  C:  “Phillip  Moore  Negro  for  stealing  three  yards  of  Cotton  cloath 
from  Ensign  Tho  Hart  which  he  himselfe  confessed  &  owned  he  had  stolen  from  sayd  Heart  he  is  adjudged 
to  return  the  sayd  cloath  &  to  pay  him  eighteen  shillings.” 

1681/2,  Feb’y  15.  P  87  Do:  Tho  Heart  helps  as  appraiser  of  the  estate  of  our  John  Andrews  Sen’r  of 
Farmington.  It  amounted  to  £321-19-00.  This  was  the  first  American  ancestor  of  Alfred  Andrews,  the 
writer  of  the  New  Britain  1  listory  of  the  First  Church. 

1682,  Dec.  27.  Vol.  I,  p  17  T  V:  “At  a  Town  meeting  held  att  Farmington  their  was  chosen  for  Touns- 
men  Thomas  Hart  and  John  Orton  and  John  Hart,”  the  town  calling  the  first  named  to  the  same  service 
at  least  in  1688,  1693,  1697  and  1698. 

“Att  the  same  meeting  their  was  chosen  Raettmakers  for  ye  year  insuing,  Mr.  John  Wadsworth  and 
Capt.  William  Lewes,  Capt.  John  Standly  and  Ensign  Thomas  Hart.”  Thomas  Hart  was  probably  very 
skillful  at  this  work  of  ratemaking  for  he  was  re-elected  annually  to  this  office  for  nearly  every  one  of  the 
next  fifteen  years. 

1682/3,  Mch.  16.  In  the  will  of  Dea.  Steven  Hart,  his  father,  we  find:  “My  will  is  as  followeth:  That 
my  Farme  which  I  formerly  have  given  to  my  three  sons  John  Heart,  Steven  Heart  &  Thomas  Heart,  the 
]/2  of  my  Farme  to  John,  to  Steven,  the  other  quarter  to  Thomas.”  Also  to  Steven  &  Thomas  “that 
10  acres  that  lyes  in  the  Farme  Meadow”;  also  to  Steven,  Thomas,  Sarah  and  Mary  “my  Swamp  Lott  in 

the  Great  Swamp  and  all  the  rest  of  my  Upland  Divisions . And  as  for  the  rest  as  abovesd.,  I 

give  to  my  sons  Steven  and  Thomas  Heart,  and  my  beloved  daughters,  Sarah  Porter  and  Mary  Lee,  and 
my  son-in-law,  John  Cole,  whom  I  make  my  executors.” 

1682/3,  Mch.  31.  Vol.  IV,  p  119  C  C:  Ensign  Thomas  Heart  and  his  brother  John  Heart  are  appraisers 
of  the  inventory  of  their  father  Dea.  Stephen  Hart  Senr,  and  on  April  4th  Thomas  appears  with  his  step 
mother  and  two  sisters-in-law  to  make  oath  to  its  accuracy. 

1683/4,  Feb’y  19.  Vol.  I,  p  24  T  V:  “At  a  town  Meeting  there  was  chosen  to  keep  ye  Ordinary  for  ye 
year  insewing  Ensigne  Thomas  Hart.”  Also  “for  Listers,  Capt  William  Lewis,  Ensi  Thomas  Hart,”  and 
two  others.  Ensign  Thomas  and  later  Captain  Thomas  was  re-elected  lister  at  least  in  the  years  1689, 1690, 
1691,  1692,  1693,  1694,  1695  and  1697. 

1684,  May  12.  P  26  Do:  Ensign  Thomas  Hart  is  named  one  of  three  to  try  to  hire  Mr.  Jams  for  school 
teacher  at  “  £25  by  ye  year.”  They  were  successful.  For  the  next  ten  years  at  least  the  town  keeps  Ensign 
Thomas  busy  on  school  affairs. 

1684,  Dec.  22.  P  26  Do:  “Att  a  town  meeting  there  was  chosen  to  make  the  rates”  a  committee  of  six 
of  which  Ensign  Hart  was  one.  He  was  also  put  on  committee  “to  determine  what  those  children  shall 
pay  to  the  school  by  the  quarter  that  shall  send.  ” 

1685,  Aug.  24.  P  29  Do:  “At  a  meting  of  the  inhabitants  there  was  voted  and  chosen  for  to  make  the 
Grand  Levy  for  the  year  insuing  Mr.  Wadsworth,  Captn  Lewis,  Capt.  Standly,  Ensigne  Thomas  Hart.” 
Ensign  Thomas  was  chosen  to  make  the  grand  levy  in  at  least  the  years  1686,  16S9,  1690  and  1691. 

1686,  Sept.  2.  Vol.  IV,  p  122  C  C:  Ensign  Thomas  Heart  is  on  a  committee  of  arbitrators  to  decide 
between  John  and  Thomas  Thompson  as  to  their  conflicting  claims  to  the  lands  left  them  by  their  father 
our  Thomas  Thompson  Sen’r. 

1686,  Dec.  27.  Vol.  I,  p  34  T  V:  Capt.  Lewis,  Ensign  Hart  and  four  others  were  chosen  a  committee 
“to  lay  out  the  uplands  ajoining  to  the  Great  Swamp.” 

1687/8,  Jan’y  12.  P  40  Do:  “Att  a  town  meeting  Ensign  Thomas  Hart  was  chosen”  one  of  three  to 
procure  a' school  teacher;  and  he  was  also  on  committee  of  four  to  “manage  the  work  of  building  a  schoole 
Hous  for  the  towne”  which  was  to  be  18  ft.  square.  On  May  23,  1689  he  was  one  of  four  named  “to  con- 
soma  te  the  finishing  the  Scole  Howse.” 

1688,  May  21.  P  41  Do:  “At  a  meting  of  the  inhabitans  thear  was  chosen  Townsmen  for  the  year  in- 
shuing  Captain  Willyam  Lewis,  Insign  Thomas  Hart,  and  four  others. 
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1689,  Dec.  5.  P  42  Do:  “Att  the  same  meetting  their  was  aded  to  the  Committy  yt  do  yet  remain  who 
wear  chosen  May  22,  16S4  to  seatt  the  people  in  the  Meeting  House,  Capt.  Lewis,  Ensi  Hart,  Isaac  More, 

and  three  more. 


16S9,  Sept.  19. 
00-01. 


Vol.  V,  p  11  C  C:  Thomas  is  one  of  the  appraisers  of  Robert  Porter’s  estate  of  £253- 


1689,  Nov.  6 
ventoried  today. 


P  12  Do:  Sergt.  Stephen  Hart,  lately  deceased,  brother  of  Thomas,  has  his  estate  in- 
Isaac  Moore  &  John  Hart  were  Thomas’  helpers.  Of  the  seven  children  of  Stephen  the 

oldest  is  now  27  while  the  youngest  is  only  seven. 

1689/90  Mch  24  Vol  I,  p  43  T  V:  "Att  the  saem  meeting  the  town  votted  yt  they  would  have  a 
comittye  to  detennine  how  many  houses  shall  be  fortified  and  which  they  shall  be  and  ye  committy  chosen 
for  the  work  are  Capt.  Lewis,  Capt.  Standly,  Ens  Heart,”  and  four  others. 

1690  Oct.  9.  Vol.  Ill,  p  217  G  C:  "Capt  John  Stanly,  Ensign  Tho  Heart  for  Farmington”  is  the  blunt 
wav  of  recording  the  deputies  at  the  sessions  of  the  General  Court.  This  is  Thomas  Hart  s  first  attendance 
on  such  duty.  The  Governor  at  the  time  was  Robert  Treat.  Thomas  was  re-elected  deputy  every  year 
for  the  next  21  years,  and  attended  at  least  36  sessions  of  the  Court  in  the  interim.  The  last  session 
attended  was  June  19-25,  1711.  During  the  years  1700,  1705,  1706  and  1709  he  was  Speaker  of  the  As¬ 
sembly,  and  for  his  services  as  speaker  on  each  occasion  the  Assembly  voted  him  some  25  shillings  as 

special  compensation. 

1690  Nov.  5.  Vol.  V,  p  80  C  C:  Ensign  Thomas  Heart  and  brother  John  Heart  were  made  overseers 
of  the  Estate  of  John  Lee,  ancestor  of  our  uncle  Isaac  S.  Lee,  husband  of  aunt  Julia  Bassette  Lee.  He  had 
sizeable  estate  of  £359-01-08.  Thomas  Hart  was  also  made  a  distributor  of  the  estate. 

1690,  Dec.  8.  Vol.  I,  p  45  T  V:  "At  a  meaten  held  at  Farmingtoun  their  was  chosen  for  the  ofice  of 
a  Toune  measurer,  Capt  John  Standley  and  Ens.  Thomas  Hart. 

1691  Nov.  3.  Vol.  V,  p  35  C  C:  "Capt.  John  Stanly  complaines  of  Ens:Tho  Heart  for  breach  of  Law 
in  take’ing  of  more  toale  then  the  Law  allows  for  Grinding.”  The  Court  considers  that  Hart  was  not  at 
fault  since  he  had  warned  neighbors  that  the  lock  to  the  mill  was  broken  and  he  could  not  get  a  new  one, 
hence  "suffered  losses  which  he  had  to  make  up  in  raise  of  tole.” 

1691  Dec  15.  Vol.  I,  p  47  T  V:  "Att  a  Toune  meeting  there  was  chosen  for  a  Committy  to  finish  the 
scool  House  Ensign  Thomas  Hart,”  and  two  others;  also  "to  order  the  prudentials  of  the  Schoole  Ens 
Thos  Hart,”  and  two  others;  also  "for  committy  to  seete  parsons  in  the  Meeting  House  Deacon  More 

and  Insign  Thomas  Hart,”  and  two  more. 

1691  /2.  Vol.  V,  p  126  C  C:  The  Court  Appoints  Ensign  Thomas  Hart  and  Dea.  Thomas  Bull  distribu¬ 
tors  of  the  estate  of  John  North  Sen’r,  of  Farmington,  who  had  estate  of  £224-11-00. 

1692  May  12.  Vol.  Ill,  p  231  G  C:  Lnt.  Tho:  Heart  is  elected  a  Commissioner  for  Farmington.  Com¬ 
missioners  were  local  representatives  and  executives  of  the  General  Court.  On  May  13,  1697  Captn 
Thomas  Heart  was  elected.  He  was  in  fact  elected  five  times  in  the  interim. 

1692,  May  23.  Vol.  V,  p  131  C  C:  The  will  and  estate  of  John  Woodruff  Sen’r  of  Farmington,  £353- 
09-06,  was  proven  before  Thomas  Hart,  Commissioner. 

1692/3  Feb’y  20.  Vol.  I,  p  61  T  V:  "At  a  toune  meeting  there  was  chosen  Left  Thomas  Heart,  Sergt 
John  Heart  and  Sergt  Samuell  Wadsworth  to  manage  the  prudentialls  of  the  Scoolefor  ye  year  ensueing.” 
Also,  for  lister,  Ens.  Thomas  Hart  was  chosen. 

1693  May  11.  Vol.  Ill,  p  242  G  C:  The  Court  appointed  Lnt  Heart  on  a  committee  “To  return  the 
Thankes  of  this  Court  to  the  Reverend  Mr.  Samual  Hooker  for  his  great  paynes”  in  preaching  ^Elec¬ 
tion  Sermon,  and  that  they  "desire  him  to  grant  a  coppy  thereof  to  be  dissposed  and  improved  by  the 

Generali  Court  for  the  peoples  good.” 
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1693,  Dec.  18.  Vol.  I,  p  61  TV:  “Att  a  towne  metting  there  was  chosen  for  Townsmen  for  ye  year 
ensueing  John  Tomson,  Left  Thomas  Hart,  Joseph  Roott.” 

“At  the  same  meting  it  was  voatcd  the  controvacy  that  was  between  Leften  Hart  and  William  Lew  is 
concerning  a  peic  of  land  and  by  the  voat  carried  is  that  William  Lewis  had  the  best  right  to  it;”  also, 
“to  meet  with  Winsor  and  Simsbry  men  to  state  the  lyne  for  the  bounds  between  the  towns,  Captn 
Stanly  Left  Hart,”  and  two  others,  were  appointed;  also,  “there  was  chosen  a  committy  to  agree  with  a 
man  to  teach  Schoole  the  first  three  months,  January,  February  and  March,  and  also  to  treat  with  a  man 
yt  is  in  capacity  to  teach  Lattin  and  English,  and  in  time  of  Exogency  to  be  helpfull  to  Mr.  Hooker  in 
the  Ministry  -  and  to  make  return  to  the  selectmen  of  what  is  attainable  in  yt  matter,  yt  they  may 
speedily  acquaint  the  town  with  the  same  &  also  in  case  such  a  man  be  not  attainable  -  then  to  agree  with 
a  man  to  teach  Schoole  the  other  three  months  of  October,  November  and  December,  which  committy 
is  Left  Thos  Heart,  Sargt  Sam’l  Wodsworth,  &  Sar’nt  John  Hart.” 

1695,  May  9.  Vol.  Ill,  p  260  G  C:  “Thomas  Heart  was  chosen  and  confirmed  Captain  of  Farmington 
traine  band,  and  John  Judd  Lrt,  and  John  Heart  Ensign  of  sayd  traine  band,  and  are  to  be  commissioned 
acordingly.” 

“This  Court  appoynt  Capt.  Mason  and  Mr.  James  Morgan  and  Mr.  James  Avery  and  Lnt  Tho.  Heart 
to  hear  what  the  Indians  have  to  complayne  of,  and  to  consider  what  they  shall  present  to  them  and  w  hat 
may  be  meet  to  be  done  therein  and  present  it  to  the  Court  to  make  a  settlement  thereof.” 

1695,  Oct.  10.  P  264  Do:  The  Court  appoints  a  Committee  to  lay  out  “to  Captn  Thomas  Heart  or  the 
heirs  of  Mr.  Anthony  Hawkins  and  Deacon  Steven  Heart  their  Severall  grants  of  land  granted  to  them  by 
this  Court  according  to  their  grant.” 

1695,  Dec.  14.  Vol.  V,  p  92  C  C:  “This  Court  grants  Captn  Tho  Heart  Liberty  to  take  up  a  stray 
horse  for  himselfe  upon  consideration  of  a  parccll  of  Horses  that  the  sayd  Captn  lost  at  Mattacock  some 
yeares  since  &  he  hopes  to  get  in  agayne.” 

1695/6,  Jan’y  10.  Vol.  I,  p  70  T  V:  “Att  ye  same  meeting  the  toune  gave  unto  Capt  Thomas  Hart 
Tenn  acors  of  land  within  ye  sequestered  line  whear  it  maye  not  prejudis  former  grants  Highwayes  nor 
drifts  of  Cattle.”  Also  he  was  chosen  chairman  of  committee  of  four  to  laye  out  a  20  rod  highway  “throw 
ye  midle  of  ye  Great  Plaine.”  The  same  meeting  gave  him  “five  acres  and  odd  meshuer  to  ye  vallew  of 
two  thirds  of  ye  eight  acors  given  to  Steven  Hart.” 

1695/6,  Mch.  5.  Vol.  V,  p  99  C  C:  “Whereas  James  Lewis  appeals  from  a  Judgmt  of  Capt  Tho.  Hart 
of  ffarmington  for  fineing  him  for  breach  of  the  peace,  this  Court  don’t  se  reason  to  alter  said  fine.” 

1695/6,  March  16.  Vol.  I,  p  71  TV:  "Att  a  Towme  meeting  the  Toune  made  choyce  of  Capt.  Thomas 
Hart,  Mr.  John  Hooker,  Sgt.  Thomas  Portter  and  Jonathan  Smith  to  seatt  ye  people  in  the  Meeting 
Hous.”  The  Capt.  w’as  also  made  chairman  of  a  committee  to  direct  the  Companies  who  are  “desierous 
to  implye  themselves  in  Bleeding  of  Pines  in  our  Sequestered  lands.” 

1696,  P  60  Do:  “Those  that  the  Touwnsmen  agreed  withall  to  keep  Bulls  for  the  towms  use  acording 
to  the  towne  act  in  ’96  as  is  followeth:  Mr.  Samuel  Hooker  and  Mr.  Wadsw'orth,  Ensign  Hart,  Captin 
Hart,  John  Thomson,  Samuell  Newell.” 

1696/7,  Jan’y  4.  P  75  Do:  “The  Towme  made  choyce  of  Capt  Stanly,  Capt  Hart,  John  Hooker  and 
John  Hart  to  search  Ye  old  Toune  Book”  and  transcribe  all  items  “of  publique  consernment  into  ye  new 
Book.” 

1697,  Apl.  14.  Vol.  IV,  p  149  C  C:  “Capt  Thomas  Hart  being  presented  by  the  grand  jury  for  takeing 
to  much  tole  by  his  son  Hczekiah,  and  also  for  takeing  tole  wth  unsealed  measure,  Capt  Hart  desireing 
to  be  try’d  by  the  Jury,  the  Court  grants  it.  In  this  action  the  jury  find  no  breach  of  Law  by  Captn 
Hart  except  that  of  useing  a  tole  dish  not  seal’d.  The  Court  accept  the  verdict  &  give  Judgm’t  accord¬ 
ingly.” 
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1697,  June  19.  Vol.  Ill,  p  288  G  C:  Capt.  Tho.  Hart  was  a  member  of  Gov.  Robert  Treat’s  Council 
of  War  as  held  this  date. 

1697,  Sept.  2.  Vol.  IV,  p  17  C  C:  “Capt.  Thomas  Hart  and  Ensign  John  Hart  appeared  in  Court  and 
gave  Oath  that  they  saw  Samuel  Hart  (nephew)'subscribe”  to  his  last  Will  &  Testament. 

1697,  Dec.  9.  Vol.  I,  p  75  T  V:  “The  Comitty  chosen  to  ye  worke  abovesaid  for  looking  out  for  a  min¬ 
ister  are  Deacon  Thomas  Bull,  Capt.  Thomas  Hart,”  and  four  more. 

1697,  Dec.  21.  P  76  Do:  “Att  a  towne  meeting  their  was  chosen  for  Tounsmen  Daniel  Andrus,  Capt. 
Thomas  Hart  and  John  Tomson  senr.”  The  Capt.  served  also  in  1698. 

1698,  April  7.  P  78  Do:  “The  town  having  seriously  considered  the  great  breack  that  God  in  his  pro- 
videns  hath  made  upon  us  in  our  sperituall  injoyments  and  that  wee  maye,  if  it  be  the  will  of  God,  have 
the  dispensasion  of  his  Holy  Word  amongst  us  again,  as  in  times  past,  doe  nominate  and  apoynt  our 
trustey  and  well  beloved  brethren  and  friends  namely  Capt.  Thomas  Hart  and  Mr.  John  Hooker  as  our 
comitey”  to  find  and  invite  a  man  to  preach  to  them  for  three  months. 

169S,  May  12.  Vol.  Ill,  p  311  G  A:  The  Assembly  made  “Captn  Tho  Hart  of  theQuoru”  one  of  twelve 
“Justices  appointed  for  Hartford  Countie.”  Only  four  of  the  12  were  “of  the  Quoru.”  To  this  office  of 
justice  he  was  elected  at  least  18  times  up  to  May  8,  1718,  the  last  two  times  being  “Justice  of  the  Peace 
and  Quorum.”  This  office  of  Justice  of  the  Peace  was  constituted  at  the  Court  of  Jan’y  22,  1697,  8,  wherein 
“three  or  four  at  least  of  the  most  able  and  iudicious  freemen  shall  be  Justices  of  the  Peace  in  each  countie 
in  this  Corporation;  which  justices  shall  have  full  power  throughout  the  respective  counties,  to  act  accord¬ 
ing  to  comission  given  by  this  Court,  and  the  lawes  of  this  Colonic;  three  of  which  justices  with  a  judge 
appointed  by  this  Court  shall  have  power  to  hold  the  severall  Countie  Courts  in  each  countie  according 
to  lawe  here  established.  ” 

1698,  May  12.  P  30S  Do:  “Upon  the  motion  of  Captn  Thomas  Hart  of  Farmington,  this  Court  doth 
appoint  Captn  John  Higley  and  Mr.  Samll  Wilcockson,  both  of  Symsbury,  to  lay  out  to  the  heirs  of  Mr. 
Stephen  Hart  a  tract  of  land  granted  to  him  by  this  Court  May  8th,  1673.” 

1698,  Sept.  1.  Vol.  V,  p  98  C  C:  The  Court  appoints  Captain  Thomas  Hart  of  Farmington  and  Ensign 
Thos.  Bunce  of  Hartford  to  distribute  the  estate  ofWm.  Hooker  of  Farmington  amounting  to  £364-11-06. 

1698,  Sept.  1.  Vol.  VI,  p  47  C  C:  Capt.  Thomas  Hart  appears  among  the  Justices  of  the  County  Court 
today  and  for  the  next  twenty  years  he  was  a  constant  attendant  of  this  Court,  judging  nearly  every  case 
that  came  before  it. 

1698/9,  Mch.  21.  Vol.  I,  p  82  T  V:  “The  Toun  by  voatt  made  choyce  of  Capt.  Thomas  Hart  and 
Sergt.  Thomas  Portter  as  their  Comitty  to  agree  with  a  man  to  help  us  in  ye  work  of  ye  Ministry  for  a 
month  or  six  weeks  until  we  find  a  man  that  we  shall  call  for  a  tryali  for  settlement  amongst  us.”  Capt. 
Hart  was  also  chairman  of  a  committee  of  four  “to  look  for  a  man  suitable,  gifted  and  quallified  to  dis- 
penc  ye  Holy  word  amongst  us  for  ye  space  of  six  months.” 

1699,  July  11.  P  84  Do:  At  a  Town  meeting  Capt.  Thomas  1  lart  and  Deacon  Thomas  Bull  were  voted 
a  committee  to  invite  “the  mutch  estemed  Mr.  Jabish  Fitch”,  and  if  he  declines  to  invite  “the  mutch 
esteemed  Mr.  Adams”  to  preach  for  them  for  the  space  of  six  months  with  the  idea  of  settling  with  them. 

1699,  Oct.  12.  Vol.  Ill,  p  337  G  A:  “Mr.  Will  Pitkin,  Captn  Thomas  Hart,”  and  three  others,  “or  the 
majr  part  of  them,  are  by  this  Assembly  chosen  a  committie  to  take  care  of  the  countries  interest  in  the 
undivided  lands,  and  to  indevour  the  preventing  and  detecting  all  illegall  trading  with  the  natives  for 
land,  and  to  implead  such  persons  as  have  trespassed  upon  the  countries  land  by  intrusion.”  The  same 
committee  was  reappointed  May  9,  1700  and  again  on  May  8,  1701  with  the  provision  “to  continue  in 
that  service  during  the  Courts  pleasure.” 

1700,  Oct.  10.  P  353  Do:  “This  Court  doth  allow  unto  Captn  Thomas  Hart,  Speaker,  thirtie  shillings 
in  pay  for  his  conduct  in  the  General  Court  in  May  last.”  In  October,  1704,  his  allowance  for  the  same 
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service  was  "five  and  thirtie  shillings  in  pay.”  In  Oct.,  1705  the  pay  was  “thirtie  shillings,”  and  in  May, 
1706  the  same. 

1700,  Dec.  25.  Vol.  I,  p  89  T  V:  "Att  the  same  meetinge  there  were  chosen  for  a  town  measurer  to  be 
added  to  Capt  Mart,  John  Wadsworth.” 

1701/2,  Jan’y  30.  P  91  Do:  "Att  the  same  meeting  the  toun  by  a  clear  voat  made  choyce  of  Capt 
Thomas  Hart  to  be  the  Modderator  of  this  meeting  to  Lead  the  toun  to  the  choyce  of  officers  according 
to  Law  that  are  needfull.”  Capt.  Thomas  Hart  was  chosen  a  lister  at  this  meeting;  and  so  again  Dec.  23, 
1702;  Mch.  16,  1702/3;  Dec.  21,  1704;  Dec.  30,  1706. 

1701/2,  Mch.  5.  Vol.  VI,  p  190  C  C:  Capt.  Thos.  Hart  brings  suit  against  Jonathan  Smith  in  that  said 
Smith  “in  February  last  unjustly  and  peremptorily  charged  the  said  Hart  in  his  own  house  with  a  gross 
and  scandalous  breech  of  the  9th  commandment  whereby  he  is  Damnified  to  the  value  of  £50.”  The 
Captain  sits  as  a  Justice  in  this  Court  yet  it  "do  not  se  cause  that  it  shall  proceed.”  The  Captain  how¬ 
ever  appeals. 

1702,  Sept.  3.  P  200  Do:  Capt.  Thos.  Hart  brings  suit  against  Thomas  Hancox  for  “mowing  and  carry¬ 
ing  away  the  Crop  of  grass  from  oft'  the  plaintiff's  land  at  great  Swamp  which  he  purchased  of  Edward 
Higby.”  The  jury  finds  for  the  plaintiff-.  The  plot  was  50  acres. 

1702,  Oct.  8.  Vol.  Ill,  p  402  G  A:  “Att  a  Generali  Assembly  holden  at  New  Haven,  Capt.  Nathan 
Gold,  Capt  Thomas  Hart,”  and  three  others,  “are  chosen  and  appointed  a  committee  in  behalfe  of  this 
Colonie,  to  endeavor  an  amicable  agreement  with  the  government  of  Rhode  Island,  respecting  the  settl- 
ment  of  the  line  between  the  Colonies  of  Connecticut  and  Rhod-Island.”  This  committee  had  full  power 
and  their  action  was  to  “forever  remain  to  be  the  line  between  the  Colonies.” 

1702,  Oct.  8.  P  404  Do:  “Majr  John  Chester,  Capt.  Nathan  Gold,  Capt.  Nathan  White,  Mr.  Peter 
Burr,  Capt.  Thomas  Hart  and  Lieut  Tho.  Talmadge,  are  by  this  Court  appointed  a  comittce  to  draw  a 
bill  to  prevent  disorders  in  retailers  of  strong  drinke,  and  excessive  drinking,  and  to  prepare  a  bill  to  put 
in  execution  the  reformation  lawes.” 

1703,  May  13.  P  420  Do:  “This  Assembly  doth  appoint  and  impower  Capt.  Thomas  Hart  and  Mr. 
Caleb  Stanley,  surveyor,  to  lay  out  to  James  Bird  one  hundred  acres  of  land  granted  to  him  in  October 
last,  according  to  his  grant.” 

1703,  June  14.  Vol.  I,  p  98  T  V:  Capt.  Thomas  Hart  &  Thomas  Bull  are  named  committee  “to  informe 
Mr.  Eells  what  the  town  hath  granted  for  his  incoridgment  to  settell  amongst  us.” 

1705,  Oct.  11.  Vol.  Ill,  p  491  G  A:  “By  the  Governour,  Councill  and  Representatives,  in  Generali 
Court  assembled:  An  Act  or  Order  for  incouragement  of  obteining  Masts  and  other  Naval!  Stores  within 
this  her  Majesties  Colonie  of  Connecticut.”  Under  this  act  Majr  Generali  Wait  Winthrop,  Thomas  Hart, 
Joseph  Hawly,  and  fourteen  others,  are  authorized  to  organize  for  profit  to  lawfully  cut  trees  or  “acquire 
lands,  water-courses  or  other  conveniences”,  provided  the  above  purposes  are  achieved. 

1705,  Dec.  10.  Vol.  I,  p  93  L  R:  “Capt  Thomas  Hart  his  mark  for  Neat  Cattle  sheep  and  swin  is  a 
peace  of  the  top  of  the  of  ear  cutt  off  and  a  slitt  in  the  under  side  of  the  same  ear.” 

1707,  Dec.  23.  Vol.  I,  p  111  T  V:  Capt.  Thomas  Hart  is  made  chairman  of  committee  to  "defend 
theyre  intrest  Respecting  theyer  Bownd  line  between  Weathersfield  and  this  town.”  On  May  10,  1708 
he  was  chairman  again  of  a  Committee  to  “defend  the  Right  of  theyer  bounds  in  action  commenced  by 
Middletown  or  Weathersfield.  ” 

1707/8,  Mch.  2.  Vol.  VII,  p  40  C  C:  “Capt.  Thomas  Hart  of  Farmington  made  complaint  to  this 
Court  in  November  last  against  Benjamin  Judd  of  Farmington  for  Breach  of  Law  by  not  recording  an 
exchange  of  a  horss  kind  as  the  Law  Requires.”  Judd  was  fined  40s,  half  to  the  Colony  and  half  to 
Hart. 
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1708,  May  10.  Vol.  I,  p  1 12  T  V:  “Att  the  same  meetinge  Capt.  Thomas  Hart”  is  chairman  of  com' 
mittee  “chosen  Ratemakers  for  the  year  ensewing.”  So  also  on  Dec.  21,  1709;  again  Dec.  19,  1910;  and 
on  Dec.  8,  1712. 

1708,  May  13.  Vol.  IV,  p  35  G  C:  “Allowed  by  this  Court  to  Captain  Thomas  Hart,  Lt.  John  Stanly, 
Jonathan  Smith  and  Capt  John  Hart,  atturnies  for  the  town  of  Farmington,  for  cost  of  their  attendance 
at  this  Assembly  upon  the  citation  of  the  proprietors,  inhabitants  of  Midltowne,  is  thirtie  shillings  in  pay 
and  three  shillings  and  six  pence  in  money.” 

1708,  Dec.  24.  Vol.  I,  p  1 14  T  V:  “The  town  mad  choyc  of  Capt.  Thom’s  Hart”  to  be  chairman  of  a 
committee  “to  consider  a  petition  offered  to  this  meetinge  by  ye  neighbours  at  ye  great  swamp.  What 
it  was  about  is  not  stated. 


1708,  Dec.  28.  P  1 15  Do:  “The  town  made  choyc  of  Capt.  Thoms  Hart”  as  chairman  of  a  “committee 
to  doe  what  is  needfull  att  preasent  in  New  seatinge  the  marryed  people  in  the  meetinghouse.” 

1709,  Oct.  13.  Vol.  IV,  p  93  G  A:  “This  Assembly  grants  to  Capt.  Thomas  Hart,  Speaker  of  the  Lower 
House  at  this  session,  twenty  five  shillings  as  money,  for  his  service  therein.”  This  is  his  last  term  as 

speaker. 

1709/10,  Jan’y  23.  Vol.  II,  p  151  L  R:  “Land  in  Farmington  belonging  to  Thomas  Hart  son  of  Stephen 
Hart:  One  percel  of  Land  one  which  his  dwelling  house  now  standeth  containing  2i<i  acres  butting  by  land 
of  John  Hart  his  brother  ....  which  parcell  of  land  descended  to  him  By  right  of  Inheritance  from 
his  father  Steven  Hart  deceased  as  per  distributers  report  of  Jan’y  23,  1709  10.”  Seven  parcels  of  land 


follow  here  all  recorded  Jan’y  24,  1709/10. 


1710,  Oct.  12.  Vol.  IV,  p  125  G  A:  “Capt.  Thomas  Hart  and  Lieut  John  Stanly  of  Farmington,  pre¬ 
sented  to  this  Assembly  a  petition,  on  the  behalf  of  the  inhabitants  of  that  town,  setting  forth  that  tne 
line  lately  run  between  Wethersfield  and  Farmington,  “doth  no1  comport  with  the  original  grants  of  them 
towns”,  and  praying  that  a  “Committee  of  meet  and  indifferent  persons”  pass  upon  it.  The  petition  was 
denied  and  Farmington  was  assessed  2Ss  lid  for  costs  of  Court. 

1711,  June  12.  Vol.  VII,  p  186  C  C:  While  Thomas  Hart  Esq.,  was  sitting  among  the  Justices  the  fol¬ 
lowing  case  was  heard:  “Cobbit  Indian  Man  of  ffarmington”  is  arraigned  for  "breaking  into  the  dwelling 
house  of  Capt.  Thomas  Hart”  and  stealing  “a  Womans  fan  and  girdle  and  four  pence  money.”  For  this 
the  Indian  was  fined  £2  to  the  State,  and  25s  6 d  to  Capt.  Hart  and  cost  of  Court  27s  2d.  Not  being  able 
to  pay  it  Mr.  Samuel  Hooker  Jun’r  offered  to  pay  it  if  the  State  would  give  him  Cobbit’s  services  for  three 

years  and  this  was  done. 

1712,  Apl.  8.  P  203  Do:  “Thomas  Hart  Esqr  was  now  Chosen  and  appointed  to  preside  as  Judge  this 
Session.”  He  presided  again  on  June  3,  1712. 

1712,  Sept.  29.  Vol.  I,  p  128  T  V:  Capt.  Thomas  Hart  is  chosen  chairman  of  a  committee  “to  Treat 
with  Colinal  Pattrig  &c  In  Referance  to  ye  Coper  mines  Lying  in  Conton  to  ye  Town”.  On  Nov.  4th  he 
was  chairman  again  of  a  committee  “by  theyer  best  discression  to  lease  out  to  Collill  Wm  Partridge  dec 
all  theyer  mines  except  Iron,  Precious  Stones  and  ye  fifth  Part  of  all  oar  of  Sillver  &  Gold,  and  that  for 
ye  space  of  68  years,”  in  any  of  the  Common  lands  of  Farmingtown. 

1712,  Oct.  9.  Vol.  IV,  p  213  G  A:  “Upon  the  petition  of  Capt.  Thomas  Hart,  contra  Thomas  Hancox: 
It  is  ordered  that  the  said  Thomas  Hart  shall  have  and  has  hereby  granted  him  full  liberty”  to  bring 
action  to  eject  Hancock  “off  of  the  said  land. 

1712,  Dec.  8.  Vol.  I,  p  130  T  V:  “Captn  Thoms  Hart  &  Mr.  John  Hooker  ware  made  choyc  of  to  ac¬ 
count  with  Thom.  Portter  Collectr,  and  make  Report  to  ye  town  how  they  find  it.” 

1713,  Dec.  21.  P  132  Do:  Capt.  Thomas  Hart  is  named  chairman  of  committee  “to  find  out  and  state 
the  bounds  of  ye  Common  Land  about  ye  Round  Hill,  and  for  theyre  encouredgment  ”  the  profit  of  the 
said  land  is  given  to  the  committee  for  two  years. 
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1713/4,  Jan’y  4.  Vol.  VIII,  p  168  P  Ct,  Hartford:  Mrs.  Maudlin  Hayes,  widow  of  Luke  Hayes,  is 
ordered  by  the  County  Court  to  appear  before  the  “Worshipfull  Thomas  Hart  and  John  Hooker  of 
Farmington,  Esqrs.,  Justices  of  the  Peace  &  Quorum,  to  answer  interrogations  about  her  husband’s 
estate,  on  the  second  Monday  of  this  instant  January.” 

1714,  Oct.  14.  Vol.  IV,  p  306  G  A:  Mr.  Jonathan  Belcher  of  Boston  asks  the  General  Assembly  to 
ratify  an  agreement  for  mineral  rights  in  Farmington  made  by  Capt.  Thomas  Hart  and  four  others  on 
behalf  of  the  town  on  Nov.  8,  1712.  It  was  ratified. 

1714,  Nov.  1.  Vol.  Ill,  p  219  C  C:  “Capt.  Thomas  Hart  now  moved  the  Court  to  appoint  an  adminis¬ 
trator  on  the  Estate  of  Anthony  Hawkins,  his  father-in-law.  The  Court  desires  to  call  in  John  Judd  and 
Robert  Booth  of  Farmington.”  (Mr.  Hawkins  died  on  Feb’y  28,  1673/4,  forty  years  before.) 

1715,  May  12.  Vol.  IV,  p  337  G  A:  John  Hancox  of  Springfield  now  gets  permission  of  the  Assembly 
to  bring  action  of  ejectment  against  Capt.  Thomas  Hart  notwithstanding  above  judgement  in  Hart’s 
favor  (1712). 

1715,  Dec.  19.  Vol.  I,  p  138  T  V :  Capt.  Thomas  Hart  is  chosen  chairman  of  a  committee  to  “consider  the 
Sequestered  Lands  and  to  give  their  sence  &  opinion  to  the  Town”  as  to  the  best  way  to  dispose  of  them. 

1718,  Apl.  8.  Vol.  VIII,  p  1  C  C:  Thomas  Hart  Esq  sits  as  Justice  in  the  County  Court  for  the  last 
time  apparently.  He  is  now  75.  For  at  least  twenty  years  he  had  sat  among  the  judges  at  this  Court  and 
for  several  sessions  he  sat  as  Chief  Justice. 

1718,  May  18.  Vol.  V,  p  106  G  A:  This  Assembly  appoints  Capt.  Thomas  Hart,  Capt.  David  Goodrich, 
and  seven  others,  to  be  Justices  of  the  Peace  for  Hartford  County.  This  appears  to  be  the  last  official 
appointment  of  Capt.  Thomas  Hart  by  the  General  Assembly.  Thus  ends  a  period  of  thirty  years  in  the 
public  service  of  the  State,  where  his  influence  for  right  and  justice  and  progress  was  far  reaching  and 
steadfast.  What  a  contrast  such  a  life  truly  spent  in  the  peaceful  service  of  the  State  makes  with  one 
whose  first  and  last  service  is  war.  Charles  XI I  of  Sweden,  who  dies  this  year,  is  just  such  an  one  -  “that 
astonishing  meteor  that  for  a  decade  swept  across  the  northern  sky.”  Dr.  Johnson  in  “Vanity  of  Human 
Wishes”  ends  a  poem  which  may  be  read  as  a  summing  up  of  the  whole  life  of  this  “  Madman  of  the  North  ” 
-  and  the  life  also,  shall  we  add,  of  the  “German  War  Lord  William”  of  our  day: 

“His  fall  was  destined  to  a  barren  strand, 

A  petty  fortress,  and  a  dubious  hand; 

He  left  the  name  at  which  the  world  grew  pale 
To  point  a  moral  and  adorn  a  tale.” 

1721,  July  24.  Vol.  XII,  pp  80-81  P  Ct,  Hartford:  “To  all  Christian  people  to  whom  these  presents 
shall  Come,  Greeting:  Know  ye  that  I,  Thomas  Hart  Senr  of  the  Town  of  Farmingtown,  being  now  in 
the  76th  or  77th  year  of  my  age  and  yet  through  the  good  hand  of  my  God  upon  me  have  the  free  use  of 
my  Reason  and  understanding  for  the  which  I  desire  to  bless  &  praise  his  holy  name,  but  through  age  and 
bodyly  Infirmaties  are  in  daily  Expectation  of  my  call  to  Lay  down  my  Earthly  tabernacle,  and  be  Con¬ 
veyed  to  my  Eternall  habitation  in  Heavenly  Glory  which  I  hope  for  through  the  free  mercy  of  Almighty 
God  &  the  merits  of  my  dear  Redeemer  fullfilled  in  his  active  &  passive  obedience  performed  for  the  Elect 
of  God,  therefore  accounting  it  my  duty  to  set  my  house  in  order  knowing  that  I  must  die  and  how  soon 
I  know  not,  I  do  therefore  make  this  my  last  Will  &  Testament  to  stand  in  force  &  strength.  First  I  give 
my  soul  unto  God  that  Gave  it,  and  my  body  unto  a  Comely  decent  &  Christian  buriall  &  after  funerall 
expenses  &  Just  debts  being  paid  I  Give  and  bequeath  as  followeth  viz: 

"21y  I  give  and  bequeath  unto  my  Beloved  wife  Ruth  Hart  the  free  use,  benefit  &  Improvement  of  all 
the  Rooms  in  my  dwelling  house  and  seller  that  we  now  are  in  possession  of,  during  the  Time  of  her  nat- 
urall  life;  also  ye  use  of  the  Gardens  that  we  have  and  as  we  now  possess  them,  and  34  of  the  use  and  bene¬ 
fit  of  ye  orchard  and  fruit  therein  during  the  tune  of  her  Naturall  life;  also  I  give  unto  my  Bloved  Wife 
34  part  of  all  my  household  Goods,  and  to  dispose  of  it  as  shall  see  cause  among  her  children,  as  by  a 
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wrighting  Given  her  will  shew.  Also  I  give  to  my  beloved  wife  a  Cow;  also  I  Give  her  £6  as  money  yearly, 
to  be  paid  unto  her  by  my  Executor  out  of  my  estate  for  her  Comfort  &  support  during  the  time  of  her 
widowhood. 

“31y  1  Give  unto  my  beloved  son  Howkins  Hart,  besides  what  I  have  given  him  and  his  Eldest  son  in 
deeds  of  Gift  already,  all  my  Reed-making  tools,  Great  table  and  joyners  tools  which  he  has  already  in 
his  hands. 

“41y  I  give  unto  my  two  beloved  sons  Thomas  Hart  &  Hesekiah  Hart  all  my  Right  in  lands  that  have 
fallen  unto  me  within  the  Limits  of  ye  Great  Swamp  Society  and  have  Right  unto,  and  that  should  be 
shall  accrue  by  vertue  of  the  same.  Also  I  give  unto  them  my  own  proper  originall  lott  or  division  of  land 
against  Wethersfield,  only  Reserveing  out  of  ye  lott  against  Wethersfield  10  acres,  which  10  acres  of  Land 
I  give  unto  my  Grandson  Ebenezer  Hart,  &  1 1  acres  that  1  bought  of  Nathaniell  Wadsworth,  which  I 
Give  unto  my  Grandson  I  lezekiah’s  Eldest  son,  which  Lands  to  be  possessed  by  these  my  Grandsons  when 
they  shall  attain  unto  Lawful  age.  The  Remainder  of  sd  lands  to  be  Equally  divided  between  them  or  as 
they  shall  agree. 

“51y  1  Give  to  my  beloved  son  John  Hart,  besides  what  I  have  already  given  him  in  moveables,  all  the 
Right,  title,  claim  or  interest  in  property  that  I  have,  wright,  Should  or  ought  to  have  in  the  300  acres  of 
land  Granted  by  the  General  Assembly  unto  Mr.  Anthony  Howkins,  being  laid  out  within  the  Township 
of  Middletown,  as  may  be  seen  by  their  Book  of  Records.  Also  1  give  unto  my  Grandson  William  Hart  the 
remainder  of  my  lott  in  the  Middle  Teer  of  the  South  Division. 

“61y  1  Give  unto  my  Beloved  son  Josiah  Hart  the  Corn  Mill  at  ye  Lower  End  of  my  home  lott  with  all 
its  appurtenances,  and  the  Remaining  part  of  my  home  lott  that  I  have  not  Given  by  Deed  of  Gift  here¬ 
tofore;  all  my  Rights  in  land  att  the  Farm  In  the  Great  Meadow  and  in  the  Indian  Neck,  Excepting 
10  acres  of  land  at  the  Farm,  for  quallity  with  the  Rest,  which  I  give  unto  his  son  Thomas  Hart  to  be 
Improved  by  his  father  till  he  Comes  of  age,  also  Reserving  one  third  part  of  the  benefit  of  the  orchard 
for  my  beloved  wife  during  the  Time  of  her  Life.  I  give  to  my  son  Josiah  my  eleven  acres  of  Land  att  the 
Third  Meadow  &  my  ten  acre  pasture  beyond  the  Round  Swamp;  also  I  Give  him  my  lott  on  the  East 
side  of  the  River  against  Town,  and  my  part  of  my  Father  Howkin’s,  and  my  six-acre  Grant  at  the  north 
end  of  the  Dead  Swamp;  also  all  my  Right  in  that  lott  of  my  Honrd  Father  Hawkins  against  Wethers¬ 
field  bounds,  and  ye  lott  that  I  bought  of  Thomas  Porter,  tailer,  against  Wethersfield  bounds;  also  the 
y2  of  the  lott  of  my  Honrd  Father  Hart’s  on  the  West  side  of  the  River  against  Nod,  and  my  long  table 
and  two  joyners  tools,  and  my  trunk  in  which  I  kept  my  righting,  allowing  unto  my  beloved  wife  the  use 
of  them  during  life  (excepting  the  trunk);  also  I  give  him  my  right  or  part  of  Richard  (negro  servant)  on 
these  conditions,  that  he  my  son  Josiah  Hart  maintain  for  my  beloved  wife,  so  long  as  she  bears  my  name, 
a  cow  and  necessary  firewood;  also  two  joynt  stools  and  small  table  in  the  chamber,  and  all  my  land  at 

the  Bass  River. 

“71y  I  give  unto  my  two  daughters,  Mary  Newell  and  Margaret  Strong,  £5  apiece  each  of  them,  as 
money.  And  I  give  unto  their  two  eldest  sons,  my  two  grandsons  Samuel  Newell  and  Israel  Strong,  my 
own  proper  original  lott  in  the  North  Division  of  land  on  the  West  side  of  the  river  against  Nodd. 

“81y  I  give  to  my  five  sons,  Howkins  Hart,  Thomas  Hart,  John  Hart,  Hezekiah  Hart  and  Josiah  Flart, 
all  the  remaining  part  of  my  estate,  to  be  equally  divided  among  them,  excepting  15  acres  of  land  at  the 
West  end  of  my  lott  in  the  West  Division  and  westermost  range  or  tier  of  lotts,  it  being  the  6th  tier  of 
lotts,  which  I  Give  unto  Richard  (negro)  our  servant,  to  be  his  own  free  and  clear  after  he  has  finished 
his  service  according  to  the  wrighting  my  son  gave  him,  Excepting  my  sons  shall  see  cause  to  lay  out  unto 
him  15  acres  in  some  other  division  of  land,  which  15  acres  of  land  is  for  his  encouragement  if  he  tarry  in 
the  Town  and  improve  it;  But  if  he  shall,  after  his  time  is  out  according  unto  his  agreement  with  my  son 
Josiah  Hart,  leave  the  Town,  then  to  return  to  my  sons. 

“  I  appoint  my  two  sons,  Thomas  Hart  and  Josiah  Hart,  sole  executors. 

Witness;  John  Hart  Jr, 

Timothy  Porter  Sen,  David  Bull  Thomas  Hart  Senr  L  S. 
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1722,  June  12.  P  389  S’th’n  Hist:  Capt.  Thomas  Hart  is  one  of  the  few  of  the  S4  proprietors  of  1672 
who  are  now  living  to  receive  in  person  the  allottment  of  the  “South  Division,  Southington.  His  father 
received  239  acres,  but  Thomas  receives  only  191  acres  in  lot  46,  412  Rods  long,  74’  i  Rods  wide. 

1726,  Aug.  27.  Vol.  II,  p  66  L  R:  “Capt.  Thomas  Hart  of  ffarmington  Departed  this  Life  ye  27th  day 
of  August  A.  D.  1726.”  He  had  reached  the  age  of  83.  It  is  five  years  after  making  his  will.  It  is  said 
that  he  was  honored  with  a  military  funeral  from  his  home  in  Farmington.  The  Tuttle  Genealogy  remarks 
that  “Brett  Hart  is  of  this  race.”  (Francis  Bret  Harte,  b.  Aug.  25,  1839,  Albany,  N.  Y.,  Editor  of  six  big 
volumes.) 

1726,  Sept.  7.  Vol.  XII,  p  81  P  Ct:  “An  Inventory  of  the  Estate  of  Capt  Thomas  Hart  Late  of  Farm- 
ington  Deceased  being  apprised  by  us  under  Oath. 

Druget  Coat  £3,  one  Great  broad  Cloth  Coat  12s,  a  broadcloth  Coat  ..... 
hollon  pillow  beer  5s,  feather  bed  wt  55/  £3,  Striped  boalster  &  pillow  weigt  21  lb  15s,  four 
boalstcrs  one  of  narrow  &  2  pillows  wt  60  £2,  Cattaile  boalster  _>s 

3  Check  blanket  £2-5s,  Corsey  blanket  12s,  white  blanket  14s  . 

pr  money  scales  4s,  brass  kettle  £2-1 2s,  brass  kettle  19s,  brass  skillet  9s 

4  Great  Chairs  14s,  four  little  Chairs  8s,  Plain  Cubboard  &  Carved  work  Cupboard 
Divers  small  books  &  Election  Sermons  15s,  Cow  £5,  Bull  2  year  old  £2 
Christian  Dixonary  Is  6/,  young  mans  Guide  2s,  psallm  book  2s  . 

Spring  Calves  £1,  five  sheep  £l-10s,  Chest  5s,  old  Chest  1/s  6  ,  Candlestick  9 d 
his  Right  in  the  West  division  of  Lands  Supposed  a  1,000  acres 

Gridiorn  2s,  land  in  the  West  Corner  of  our  bounds  6:  Shuttle  Mountains  three  hundred  acres 
£60,  Lands  in  the  West  side  of  the  River  in  Nod  Division  Supposed  about  120  acres  £12 
3  Cushins  5s,  his  whole  Right  in  the  Reserved  lands  . 

6  acre  Grant  at  the  North  End  of  the  dead  swamp 
14  acres  at  the  farm  £30  ...•••• 

To  his  right  in  East  division  of  Land  against  Hartford  &  Windsor 
Seventeen  lines  of  household  and  personal  items 


£  3-18-0 

6- 03-0 

3- 11-0 

4-  4-0 

5-  2-0 

7- 15-0 
1-  0-0 

2- 17-3 
150-  0-0 

72-  0-0 
20-  0-0 
20-  0-0 
30-  0-0 

3-  0-0 
19-  0-0 


September  the  71*1  1726:  apprised  by  us:  Isaac  Cowles 

John  Hart 


£348-10-3” 


1726  Oct  4  Vol  X  p  1 36  P  Ct :  “The  Last  Will  and  Testament  of  Capt  Thomas  Hart  Late  of  ffarm¬ 
ington, ’  deceased,  was  now  Exhibited  by  Thomas  and  Joseph  Hart  executors  named  in  said  Will  who 
accepted  that  Trust  in  Court  the  said  Will  being  proved  in  manner  accustomed  the  same  Will  is  approved 
&  accepted  by  this  Court  and  the  said  Executer  Exhibited  an  Inventory  of  said  Estate  upon  oath  in  manner 
accustomed  which  Inventory  is  by  this  Court  accepted  and  order  that  the  said  Will  &  Inventory  be 

Recorded  and  kept  upon  file.” 

1728  Dec  15  P  391  S’th’n  Hist:  When  the  Shuttle  Meadow  division  was  made  over  Capt.  Thomas 
had  passed  on;  but  the  same  84  proprietors  of  1672,  drew  each  their  share.  His  lot  was  No  51,  being 
22  rods  4  ft  broad  with  contents  of  79 K  acres.  Thomas  Hart  and  Thomas  Hart  Jun  r  with  Matthew 
Clark  and  John  Norton  constituted  the  Proprietors’  committee  who  laid  out  the  division. 

CHILDREN 

(all  born  at  Farmington,  Ct.) 

1.  MARY  b.  a  1666;  m.  Dec.  20,  1683,  Ensign  Samuel  Newell;  she  d.  Apl.  28,  1752,  ae  a  86  he  d.  Feb  y  15,  7  ch 

1753,  ae  93 

They  were  residents  of  Farmington. 

2.  MARGARET  b. - ;  m.  June  11,  1689,  Asahel  Strong;  she  d.  1735  he  d-  1735 

They  were  of  Northampton,  Mass.,  and  Farmington,  Conn.,  where  he  was  a  member  of  the  Church.  Rev. 

Cyprian  Strong  of  Chatham  was  their  grandson. 

3.  LT.  HAWKINS  b.  1677;  m  (1)  Sept.  17,  1701,  Sarah  Roys;  he  d.  May  24,  1735,  ae  58  she  d.  Jan’y  31,  10  ch 

He  represented  Wallingford  at  the  General  Court  for  9  sessions.  His  wife  Sarah  was  from  Wallingford.  He  m  (2) 
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Jan'y  30,  1734,  Widow  Mary  Elliot  Street  and  by  her  had  one  child.  She  was  granddaughter  of  Rev.  John  1  ch 

Eliot,  apostle  to  the  Indians.  She  m  (3)  Rev.  Abrahain  Pierson  of  Killing  worth  and  m  (4) - Hooker  of 

Farmington. 

4.  DEA.  THOMAS  bp.  Apl.  4,  1680;  m.  Dec.  17,  1702,  Mary  Thompson  (see  below) 

5.  REV.  JOHN  b.  Apl.  12,  1682;  m  (1)  Mch.  20,  1712,  Rebecca  Hubbard;  he  d.  Mch.  4,  1732,  ae  50  she  d.  2  ch 

Dec.  7,  1715,  ae  23 

He  graduated  from  Yale  in  1703  alone,  and  was  the  second  one  to  graduate.  Was  Yale's  sole  tutor  for  three 
years.  He  was  an  eminent  preacher  of  East  Guilford,  greatly  beloved.  Gathered  first  Church  there  of  13  mem¬ 
bers  in  1707.  His  first  wife  was  of  Boston.  He  m  (2)  Aug.  12,  1717,  Sarah  Bull  of  Hartford  and  they  had  1  ch 

one  child.  She  d.  Feb'y  4,  1719,  ae  32.  He  m  (3)  Dec.  6,  1720,  Mary  Hooker  of  Guilford  and  they  had  six  6  ch 

children.  She  d.  Sept.  6,  1756,  ae  63. 

6.  HEZEKIAH  bp.  Nov.  29,  1684;  m  Martha  Beckley;  he  d.  Sept.  29,  1752,  ae  68  she  d.  Sept.  7,  1752,  ae  61  10  ch 

They  lived  in  Berlin,  Ct.,  where  a  tombstone  is  erected  to  their  memory  in  the  South  cemetery. 

7.  CAPT.  JOSIAH  bp.  Dec.  6,  1686;  m  (1)  Jan’y  7,  1713/14,  Sarah  Bull;  he  d.  Jan’y  28,  1758,  ae  72  she  d.  6  ch 

July  1,  1737,  ae  53 

He  m  (2)  Feb’y  22,  1738,  Lois  Goodwin.  Writers  have  judged  him  to  be  “the  wealthiest  and  most  influential 
man  in  Farmington”. 


DEA.  THOMAS  HART  bp.  Apl.  4,  16S0 

MARY  THOMPSON  m  (1)  Dec.  17,  1702 
bp.  Oct.  1,  1682  Mary  Thompson 

d.  Oct.,  1763,  x  81  m  (2)  Jan’y  11,  1764 
Widow  Elizabeth  Galpin  Norton 
he  d.  Jan’y  29,  1773,  ae  93 

1682,  Oct.  1.  Vol.  I,  p  23  C  R:  Mary  Thompson 
was  baptized  in  Farmington  by  the  pastor  Rev. 
Samuel  Hooker,  son  of  the  venerable  Thomas 
Hooker  of  Hartford.  She  was  probably  but  a  few 
days  old  on  this  occasion.  Five  children  had  pre- 
ceded  her  and  two  followed.  This  is  the  Church 
record;  “Mary  Thompson  daughter  of  John 
Thompson,  baptized  October  1,  1682.” 

1712,  Dec.  10.  P  93  Camp;  Thomas  Hart  and 
Mary  his  wife  were  two  of  the  ten  who  today 
organize  the  First  Church  of  Kensington,  Conn. 
There  were  but  three  women  members  -  seven 
pillars  and  three  of  their  wives. 

1737,  Aug.  31.  Vol.  XIII,  p  67  P  Ct,  Hartford: 
Will  of  Hannah  Hart,  wife  of  Lt.  John  Hart:  “  I 
Hannah  Hart  of  Farmington  being  of  ordinary 
health  of  body  but  stricken  in  years  and  crazy,  but 
of  sound  mind  and  memory  ....  I  give  to  my 
Kinswomen,  viz.,  to  Mary  Hart,  wife  of  Deacon 
Thomas  Hart,  Mary  Warner,  Prudence  Deming 
and  Mary  Smith,  wife  of  Thomas  Smith,  in  equal 
proportions,  all  the  residue  of  my  estate.” 

1748,  Sept.  29.  Her  husband  in  his  will  says: 
“  I  give  and  bequeath  to  Mary  my  dearly  Beloved 
wife,  one  Hundred  Pounds  in  old  Tenor  value  of 


1680,  Apl.  4.  Vol.  I,  p  21  C  R:  Thomas  Hart, 
same  as  his  coming  wife,  was  baptized  at  Farm¬ 
ington  when  he  was  but  a  few  days  old.  This  is 
confirmed  by  the  probate  which  says,  “age  93 
lacking  3  months.”  Here  is  the  Church  record: 
“Thomas  Hart,  son  of  Ensign  Thomas  Hart, 
baptized  April  4,  16S0.  Born  a  few  days  before.” 
He  was  born  under  the  spell  of  a  “great  comet 
that  terrorized  New  England”  and  disappeared 
at  the  end  of  winter,  1680.  Two  centuries  later 
science  and  religion  are  seen  to  meet  together  in 
the  warnings  which  missionaries  put  up  in  advance 
in  heathen  countries  telling  the  people  not  to  be 
afraid  when  the  strange  visitor  comes. 

1702,  Dec.  17.  Vol.  1,  pH  rear  L  R,  Farmington: 
“Thomas  Hart  the  sun  of  Capt  Hart  was  Joynd 
in  marryage  with  Mary  Thomson  the  seventeenth 
of  December  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
two.”  Thomas  is  now  22  and  the  neighboring  girl 
of  his  choice  is  twenty.  It  is  winter;  but  for  them, 
all  is  summer: 

“Under  the  snowdrifts  the  blossoms  are  sleeping, 

Dreaming  their  dreams  of  sunshine  and  June.” 

1704,  Dec.  21.  Vol.  I,  p  100  T  V:  “There  was 
chosen  for  heward  for  the  year  insuing  Sam11 
Porter  of  Daniell  &  Thomas  Hart  of  Capt.” 

1704,  Dec.  27.  P  100  Do:  “Att  the  same  meet¬ 
ing  ther  was  granted  to  Thomas  Hart  son  of  Capt. 
H.  foure  acre  Lote  att  the  busoriner  swamp  at  the 
south  side  of  Hawkins  Hart’s  four  acre  lote  it  not 
prejudisinge  former  graunts  or  high  ways.” 


t.-i  i  ■ 
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1705,  Oct.  16.  P  19  Andrews:  Thomas  Hart  is 
one  of  29  petitioners  “To  the  Right  Honourable 
and  Worshipful  General  Assembly  now  sitting  at 
New  Haven’’  who  “do  humbly  request  this  Hon. 
Assembly  to  grant  a  Settlement  and  confirmation 
of  a  Society  at  a  place  called  the  Great  Swamp 
within  Farmington  bounds,  having  obtained  a 
liberty  from  said  Farmington  for  that.”  This 
petition  was  granted,  whereupon  they  proceeded 
to  build  a  Meeting  House  in  Christian  Lane.  But 
movements  were  slow  in  those  days  in  many  ways 
for  it  was  not  till  Nov.  1 1 ,  1707,  that  they  engaged 
a  steady  pastor  in  Rev.  William  Burnham  and  it 
was  over  five  years  after  this  before  he  was  or¬ 
dained  and  the  Church  formally  organized. 

Thomas  Hart  and  wife  had  moved  to  the  Great 
Swamp  settlement  in  Farmington  probably  soon 
after  marriage.  He  built  his  house  some  sixty  rods 
southeast  of  the  Berlin  R  R  depot  and  from  his 

— - * — ~  day  it  has  been  known  as  the  "Thos  Hart  place.’’ 

He  was  a  man  of  great  dignity  and  influence,  as  Andrews  says,  and  as  Camp  remarks,  he  was  one  of  the 
most  influential  men  of  the  Great  Swamp  Parish.  He  was  deacon  of  the  Church  for  over  fifty  years  and 
was  the  leading  one  to  represent  it  before  the  General  Court.  For  nine  years  he  was  Farmington’s  repre¬ 
sentative  in  the  General  Assembly.  The  four  Deacon  Elijah  Harts  in  the  New  Britain  Church,  in  as  many 
generations,  were  his  direct  descendants.  In  addition  to  his  occupation  as  a  farmer  he  was  also  a  maker  of 
weavers’  reeds  for  weaving  house  looms,  having  inherited  the  weaving  tools  from  his  father. 


my  moveable  Estate  at  her  own  choice,  to  be  at 
her  Dispose  forever  ....  &  moreover  I  do 
give  unto  my  sd  wife  the  free  &  full  Improvement 
of  all  my  Lands  and  my  Lots  where  I  now  dwell 
and  the  House  &  Barn  thereon  standing  during 
her  natural  life.”  The  next  record  shows  that  she 
did  not  live  to  receive  this  bequest;  but  she  left 
engraven  in  stone  a  most  charming  quality  of  her 
character. 

1763,  Oct.  GSR:  At  good  old  age  of  81  Mary 
Hart  dies  at  her  home  in  Kensington.  Savage  says 
she  lived  to  be  over  100  years  while  the  stone 
record  itself,  we  believe,  claims  a  year  too  much. 
Here  is  the  record  in  Christian  Lane  Cemetery: 
“In  Memory  of  |  Mrs  Mary  Heart  j  the  Amiable 
Consort  |  of  Deacon  Thomas  |  Heart  Esqr  |  who 
departed  this  Life  |  October  A  D  1763  |  In  the  83d 
year  |  of  her  Age.” 


1706/7,  Feb’y  2.  P  367  Hart  Gen  (1875) :  On  this  winter  day,  having  made  the  eight  mile  trip  from  the 
Great  Swamp  to  Farmington,  on  foot  probably,  Thomas  joins  the  Church  there.  This  was  during  the 
ministry  of  Rev.  Samuel  Whitman  who  had  been  ordained  in  1706.  On  these  Sundays,  before  the  Ken¬ 
sington  Church  was  started,  the  families  of  the  parish,  says  Andrews,  “walked  with  their  children  in  their 
arms,  some  eight  or  ten  miles  to  attend  the  public  worship  of  God  in  Farmington  village,  the  men  with  well 
loaded  guns  in  front  and  rear  of  the  Company.  It  shows  how  much  they  desired  the  sincere  milk  of  the 
word.  It  affords  a  striking  evidence  of  their  zeal  for  religion,  and  that  the  word  and  ordinances  were 
indeed  precious  in  those  days.” 

1710,  Nov.  27.  Vol.  VIII,  p  61  P  Ct:  Thos.  Hart  is  an  appraiser  of  the  estate  of  Richard  Seymore 
amounting  to  £416-13-03.  Seymour  was  the  principal  settler  of  Great  Swamp  in  1686,  the  Seymour  Fort 
or  Palisade  at  Christian  Lane  bearing  his  name.  He  was  killed  by  the  fall  of  a  tree. 

1711,  Apl.  16.  Vol.  II,  p  260  L  R:  Samuel  Cowles  Sen’r  sells  to  Thomas  Hart  Jun’r  of  said  Farmington 
village  one  parcel  of  land  in  the  Great  Swamp  called  Swamp  lot  by  way  of  exchange,  for  which  he  gives  10 
acres  in  the  Great  Swamp. 


1711/12,  Feb’y  4.  Vol.  VIII,  p  46  P  Ct:  The  Court  grants  administration  of  the  estate  of  John  Thomp¬ 
son  of  Farmington  to  John  Thompson,  son  of  said  deceased,  and  Thomas  Hart  Jun’r,  son-in-law  of  de¬ 
ceased  .  I nventory  was  £174-01-02. 

1712,  Dec.  10.  P  93  Camp:  Thomas  Hart  and  his  wife  Mary  were  among  the  ten  members  who  organ¬ 
ized  the  Great  Swamp  Church.  He  was  one  of  the  seven  pillars,  who  stood  in  this  order:  1  Rev.  William 
Burnham;  2  Stephen  Lee;  3  Thomas  Hart;  4  Anthony  Judd;  5  Samuel  Seymour;  6  Thomas  North;  7  Caleb 
Cowles.  There  were  but  fourteen  families  in  the  place  when  the  Church  was  organized  and  these  were  the 
ones  who,  before  local  preaching  was  established,  made  the  long  trip  to  Farmington  to  attend  church 
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services.  As  Barber’s  “Historical  Connecticut,”  published  in  1836,  puts  it,  women  walked  ten  to  twelve 
miles  to  church  and  carried  their  infants  in  their  arms.” 

1713,  Apl.  10.  P  92  Do:  In  December,  1707,  the  town  voted  to  give  Rev.  Mr.  Burnham  50  acres  to  be 
taken  up  on  condition  that  he  "shall  settle  a  pastor  of  church  in  ye  society  of  ye  Great  Swamp.”  Thomas 
Hart  was  on  the  committee  to  lay  this  out  to  him,  after  he  had  been  ordained,  and  made  report  as  follows: 

“The  above  grant  was  laid  out  to  the  Rev.  Mr.  William  Burnham,  Pastor  of  ye  Church  at  ye  Great 
Swamp  upon  ye  plains  beyond  ye  boggy  meadow  Southward,  and  lyeth  in  length  S  score  rods  Butting  east 
on  ye  highway  160  rods,  west  on  common  land,  north  and  south  on  common  land  50  rods.  Laid  out  this 
10  day  of  April  A.  D.  1713.” 

1713,  Dec.  8.  P  25  Andrews:  Now  comes  the  first  annual  meeting  of  the  Church.  “John  Woodruff  was 
chosen  Moderator  for  the  year  ensuing,  Thos  Hart  recorder,  Isaac  Hart  collector,  Nathnl  Winchel  to  take 
care  and  get  fire  wood  for  Mr.  Burnham,  Isaac  Norton  &  Thos  Hart  chosen  to  be  Rate  makers.  At  the 
same  meeting  there  was  chosen  Benjn  Judd,  Sami  Smith  &  Thos  Hart,  to  preserve  our  former  records  on 
loose  papers,  &  transcribe  such  as  they  think  needful  into  this  book. 

This  transcribing  work  was  done  by  Dea.  Thos.  Hart  “5  Jan’y,  1721/2,  on  his  own  responsibility,”  he 
says,  for  which  service  he  received  three  shillings.  Rev.  Carlton  Hazen,  the  present  pastor,  told  the 
writer  (1920)  of  the  clear  distinct  handwriting  which  characterized  this  work  and  which  greatly  facilitated 
Mr.  Hazen’s  work  of  preparing  the  200dth  anniversary  souvenir  history  of  the  Church  and  Town.  The 
Church  records  thus  begun  have  been  continued  down  to  the  present,  and  are  all  intact.  A  record  of  mem¬ 
bers  was  not  kept,  however,  from  about  1718  to  1756  when  the  new  pastor  Samuel  Clark  made  a  record  of 
all  present  members.  As  clerk  of  the  Church  for  many,  many  years  Thomas  Hart’s  handwriting  appears 
throughout  the  long  years  of  the  controversial  period  when  parishes  were  begging  for  their  own  churches 
and  when  localities  could  not  agree  where  to  locate  the  meeting  houses. 

1715,  Dec.  1.  P  26  Do:  At  a  Society  meeting,  “Thos  Hart  was  chosen  to  provide  for  and  give  entertain¬ 
ment  to  travellers  and  others  as  the  law  directs.” 

1716,  Nov.  3d  Thurs.  Vol.  VII,  p  478  C  C:  Thomas  Hartt  is  on  the  jury  of  a  Court  where  his  father 
Capt.  Thomas  Hart  sits  as  a  Justice. 

1716  T7,  Jan’y  7.  P  28  Andrews:  At  a  meeting  of  the  Church,  finding  that  “all  former  methods  and 
acts  taken'and  recorded  in  order  to  a  regular  seating  our  meeting  house”  had  failed  of  good  results,  a  new 
arrangement  was  voted.  Each  seat  was  assigned,  the  first  beginning  as  follows:  “In  the  first  pue  next  the 
pulpit°,  Benjn  Beckley,  Lft  Steven  Lee,  Benjn  Judd,  Mr.  Ebenezer  Gilbird,  Samuel  Smith,  Isaac  Norton, 

Thos  Hart.” 

1717,  Dec.  9.  Vol.  I,  p  171  T  V:  “Att  the  same  meeting  there  was  chosen  for  Selectman  for  ye  yeer 
ensuring  Ens.  John  Hart  &  Thomas  Hart  son  of  Capt.,”  and  three  others. 

1718  Nov.  1.  P  28  Andrews:  Deed  for  Christian  Lane  Cemetery:  Rev.  Wm.  Burnham  gave,  sold  & 
conveyed  to  Thos.  Hart  and  Thos.  North,  a  committee  of  Great  Swamp  Society,  appointed  Jan’y  7, 1716  7, 
a  piece  of  land  by  estimation  half  an  acre  10  rods  long  by  8  rods  wide.  This  was  “for  the  regard  he  had  for 
the  public  welfare  of  the  parish  at  Great  Swamp,  in  the  southeast  part  of  Farmington  and  the  southwest 
part  of  Wethersfield,  and  consideration  of  the  society  releaving  him  from  20s  he  had  promised  to  encourage 

the  building  the  Meeting  House.” 

1718  Dec.  8.  Vol.  I,  p  148  T  V:  “  It  was  voated  and  allowed”  to  pay  “to  Deac  Anthony  Judd  &  Thom 
Hart  of  Thoms  for  killing  a  panther  6s-08d.” 

1718  T9  Tan’y  27.  P  95  Camp:  “At  a  meeting  of  the  Church,  upon  the  desire  of  Deacon  Anthony  Judd 

that  another  deacon  might  be  chosen,  the  question  was  asked  whether  they  would  proceed  to  the  ch°ice  o 
another  deacon,  and  it  was  voted  in  the  affirmative,  and  Thos.  Hart,  son  of  Worsh^fuH  Capt  Thos 
was  chosen  deacon  (and  after  some  time  of  probation,  was  ordained  to  the  office  of  deacon).  Deacon 
Thomas  held  the  office  for  fifty  four  years  and  two  days,  or  until  death,  on  January  29,  li  t 3. 
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1720.  P  30  Andrews:  John  Root  in  his  rate  Bill  for  1720  shows  how  the  Minister’s  rates  were  paid  in 
those  days  when  money  was  scarce.  Here  is  one  item:  “Thos.  Hart  by  1  bush.  Corn,  Y  bush  Wheat, 
5s  3d.”  ' 

1722,  Nov.  5.  Vol.  IX,  p  124  P  Ct,  Hartford:  Thomas  Hart  and  Samuel  Smith  report  appraisal  of  the 
estate  of  Nehemiah  Porter  at  £408-08-11,  and  in  March  following  the  Court  appoints  Thomas  Hart  one 
of  the  distributers.  Fifteen  years  later,  on  Nov.  8,  173S,  he  is  again  appointed  for  a  further  distribution, 
“to  divide  sd  estate  by  meets  and  bounds.” 

1722,  Dec.  10.  Vol.  I,  p  160  T  V:  “Att  ye  same  meeting  Nathaniell  Stanley  Senr,  William  Portter  and 
Decn  Thomas  Hart  were  chosen  Granjurimen  for  ye  year  ensewing.” 

1724,  Dec.  7.  P  97  Camp:  “Voted  and  agreed  that  Thos  Hart  and  Sami.  Bronson  Jr  be  appointed  to 
oversee  ye  youth  on  ye  Sabbaths  in  ye  time  of  exercise  to  restraine  them  from  unreverent  behaviors 
therein  for  ye  year  ensuing.” 

1725,  Sept.  7.  Vol.  IX,  p  100  P  Ct:  The  Court  appoints  Thomas  Hart  one  of  three  distributors  of  the 
estate  of  William  Hancox  of  Kensington,  which  amounts  to  £147-08-03.  Each  heir  is  to  get  £18-18-09. 

1725/6,  Jan’y  4.  Vol.  X,  p  111  P  Ct:  Thomas  Hart  and  John  Norton  take  the  inventory  of  Caleb 
Cowles’  estate  in  Kensington.  It  amounted  to  £529-17-01.  He  was  one  of  the  seven  pillars. 

1727,  Apl.  25.  Vol.  I,  p  206  T  V:  “Att  ye  same  meeting  their  was  Chosen  for  Listers  for  ye  year  ensueing 
Dec1*  Thoms  Hart,”  and  six  others.  On  Dec.  13,  1730,  also,  the  Deacon  was  chosen  lister. 

1728,  July  24.  Vol.  XI,  p  234  P  Ct:  Thomas  Hart  and  John  Root  appraise  the  Estate  of  Elizabeth  Camp 
of  “Kensington,  in  the  Township  of  Middletown.”  Inventory  total,  £1 1 0-1 4'09. 

1728,  Dec.  9.  Vol.  I,  p  208  T  V:  “There  was  chosen  for  survayers  of  Highways  for  ye  precinct  of  Ken¬ 
sington  Society  Decn  Thomas  Hart  &  Gershom  Hollister.” 

1730,  Apl.  17.  P  51  Do:  Jonathan  Hurlbut  of  Kensington  died  with  estate  of  £716-00-10.  Thomas  Hart 
and  Samuel  Smith  were  appraisers;  the  heirs  being  five  sons  and  four  daughters  and  the  widow. 

1730,  Apl.  27.  Vol.  I,  p  216  TV:  In  “An  Enrollment  of  ye  Freemen  in  Farmington  made  in  ye  open 
Meeting  of  ye  Freemen,”  Deacon  Thomas  Hart  is  one  of  the  132  listed. 

1732,  May  11.  Vol.  VI,  p  94  G  A:  The  General  Assembly  settles  the  dispute  in  Kensington  as  to  where 
the  second  church  building  shall  be  located  by  directing  that  it  “be  erected  in  Deacon  Thomas  Hart’s 
home  lot,  on  the  north  side  of  the  highway  but  adjoining  thereto,  to  stand  about  one  rod  south  of  an  apple 
tree  which  is  partly  dead,  at  which  place  the  sd  legislative  committee  have  pitched  a  stake.”  This  plot  was 
104  feet  by  78  feet  and  was  not  far  from  the  corner  diagonally  opposite  the  present  grounds  of  the  Con¬ 
necticut  State  Agricultural  Society.  It  was  about  a  mile  south  from  the  first  meeting  house.  The  location 
was  not  satisfactory  to  the  majority  and  they  voted  not  to  proceed  with  the  building. 

1732,  Oct.  12.  P  101  Do:  The  Assembly  does  not  like  this  action  which  “has  been  certified  to  this  Court 
by  Mr.  Thomas  Hart,  clerk  of  said  Society”  and  therefore  directs  the  constable  of  Farmington  to  collect 
nine  pence  per  pound  from  the  taxpayers  of  Kensington  and  names  a  committee  of  three  Hartford  men  to 
take  the  money  and  proceed  with  the  building.  The  new  house  was  60  feet  by  45  feet  and  was  described 
as  “containing  in  the  whole  about  1500  persons.”  In  Oct.,  1733,  the  committee  certified  that  it  cost 
£394' 15-06. 

1734/5,  Feb’y  4.  Vol.  XII,  p  20  P  Ct:  Benoni  Sage  of  Middletown  leaves  estate  of  £1,020-13-06.  The 
Court  appoints  Capt.  Isaac  Hart,  Deacon  Thomas  Hart  and  Lt.  Isaac  Norton  distributors  thereof. 

1736,  May  13.  Vol.  VI,  p  246  G  A:  “This  Assembly  do  appoint  Thomas  Hart  Justice  of  the  Peace  in 
and  for  the  County  of  Hartford  the  year  ensuing.”  He  was  one  of  nineteen  so  elected  for  the  County  and 
for  twenty  two  successive  years  he  was  re-elected  to  the  office. 

1736,  Dec.  1.  P  37  Andrews:  “Parish  of  Ken.,  Capt  Stephen  Lee  Moderator,  Thos  Hart  Clerk;  Deacon 
Anthony  Judd  &  Capt  Thos  Curtiss  chosen  a  Com’t  to  agree  with  Thos  Hart  about  the  price  of  the  land 
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on  which  our  new  Meeting  house  stands,  &  to  agree  about  the  fence  around  the  Meeting  house.  The 
church  building  had  been  completed  now  for  four  years  and  yet  they  did  not  even  know  the  price  of  the 
land  it  stood  on.  But  with  land  so  cheap  as  then  the  question  did  not  have  such  relative  importance.  And 
again  since  the  majority  were  against  the  location,  the  town  was  probably  in  no  haste  either  to  settle  or 

to  pay  for  it. 

1738,  Dec.  6.  P  38  Do:  “At  a  Society  Meeting,  Left.  Sami  Hart  Moderator,  Thos  Hart  Clerk,  granted 
Thos  Hart  £4  for  sweeping  the  meeting  house,  &  to  Ins  Sami  Lankton  5s  for  an  hour  glass,  &  to  Nathl 
Winchel  30s  for  beating  the  drum  the  past  year.”  ....  “At  the  same  meeting  it  was  agreed  by  vote 
that  Dea.  A.  Judd  &  Dea.  Thos  Hart,  be  a  comt,  to  seat  as  speedily  as  may  be  the  Inhabitants  of  this  So- 
ciety  in  the  Meeting  house  at  their  best  discretion.” 

1739,  May  9.  P  38  Do:  “  Society  meeting  chose  Dea  Thos  Hart  in  their  behalf  to  go  before  the  Gen.  As- 
sembly  Instantly  holden  at  Hartford,  there  to  show  reason  if  any  be  why  the  Memorial  of  Capt.  Stephen 
Lee  &  Dea.  Judd,  &c.,  now  depending  before  said  Assembly  should  not  be  granted.”  This  Memorial  was 
a  request  of  the  New  Britain  section  of  Kensington  to  be  allowed  a  preacher  of  their  own  for  four  months 
of  the  year  “for  the  ease  of  our  travel.” 

1739,  May  11.  Vol.  VI,  p  433  G  A:  At  a  General  Assembly  holden  at  New  Haven,  Mr.  Thomas  Hart 
and  Mr.  John  Hart  are  the  recorded  deputies  for  Farmington.  For  nine  years  from  this  time  Thomas  Hart 
was  Farmington’s  representative,  the  last  attendance  being  on  Oct.  8,  1747. 

1742  May  13.  Vol.  VII,  p  149  G  A:  “Upon  the  Memorial  of  David  Sage,  Samuel  Hart,  and  others,  of 
Middletown,  praying  to  be  a  distinct  Society,  &c.,  and  of  Thomas  Hart,  and  others  of  the  parish  of  Kern 
sington  praying  that  there  be  a  committee  to  view  the  circumstances  of  the  parish  aforesaid,”  a  committee 
is  appointed  to  view  the  whole  circumstances,  and  report  back  in  October.  In  October  the  committee  ha 
not  reported,  so  the  Assembly  appointed  a  new  committee  to  report  in  May  next. 

1742  May  17.  P  41  Andrews:  Thos.  Hart  heads  a  petition  of  24  citizens  who  desire  peace  in  the  parish. 
This  petition  is  to  the  General  Assembly  and  requests  that  they  “take  the  broken  &  divided  circumstance 
of  poor  Kensington  into  your  wise  consideration,”  and  send  a  committee  to  make  “return  of  what  they 
think  best  to  be  done  for  the  best  good  of  each  quarter  of  said  parish. 


1743  Apl  5  Vol  XIV  p  21  P  Ct:  “  It  was  certified  to  this  Court  by  Thomas  Hart,  J.  P,  that  Desire 

Twist  a  minor  daughter  of  Benjamin  Twist  of  Wallingford,  dec’d,  made  choice  of  Benjamin  Gray  of  Souths 


ington  Parish  to  be  her  guardian. 

1743  May  12  Vo’  VII  plSlGA:  “Upon  the  Memorial  of  Deacon  Thomas  Hart,  Samuel  Seymoui, 
and  others,  "inhabitants  of  the  parish  of  Kensingtown,  setting  forth  the  great  disorder  and  confusions  in 
said  narish  praying  for  relief,”  which  was  due  to  “their  aged  and  infirm  minister,  who  hath  acquainted 
Sat  parish  that  hefs  not  able  to  serve  them  longer;”  the  Assembly  names  a  moderator  to  call  a  meet.ng  ,n 
Kensington  on  June  6th  where  move  should  be  made  “to  the  gaining  a  suitable  person  to  settle  with 


them. 

1744/5  Feb’y  6.  P  48  Andrews:  “At  a  parish  meeting,  Voted  to  comply  with  the  advice  of  Council,  and 
also  to  desire  Rev.  Mr.  Dorr  to  continue  his  labors  with  us  till  June,  and  Thos  Hart  appointed  to  apply 
to  Association  on  our  behalf  for  advice;  said  committee  waited  on  the  Association  and  obtained  tne  iollmv- 
ing  advise  •  ”  The  advice  was  a  recommend  to  proceed  to  his  settlement,  and  Mr.  Dorr  agreed  to  terms,  &c. 
Before  arrangements  were  completed,  however,  Rev.  Mr.  Burnham’s  health  improved  greatly  and  chey 

called  off  the  deal  in  Mr.  Burnham’s  favor. 

1745  Mav  9.  Vol.  VII,  p  297  G  A:  Messrs  Joseph  Pitkin,  Thos.  Hart  of  Kensington,  and  Daniel  Good* 
win  of  Hartford,  were  named  by  the  General  Assembly  as  committee  to  fix  a  place  for  a  meeting  house  in 

the  parish  of  Midlefield  in  Midletown. 

1745,  Dec.  9.  Vol.  I,  p  242  T  V:  “At  ye  same  meeting  Decon  Thomas  Hart  of  Kensington  was  Chosen 
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for  a  comtee  man  to  Joyn  with  Sergt.  Thomas  Standly  &  Capt.  Jonathan  Lewis  In  seting  two  highways” 
in  the  Great  Swamp  Society. 

1748,  Sept.  29.  Vol.  I,  p  216  P  Ct,  Farmington:  “  In  the  Name  of  God  Amen  the  29th  Day  of  September 
A  D  1748  Thomas  Hart  of  Kensington  Parish  of  Farmington  being  stricken  in  years  but  of  sound  Mind  a 
Memory,  thanks  be  given  unto  God  therefor,  calling  to  mind  the  Mortality  of  my  Body,  and  knowing 
that  it  is  appointed  for  all  Men  once  to  die,  Do  make  and  ordain  this  my  last  Will  &  Testament,  That  is  to 
say  principally  and  first  of  all.  I  give  and  recommend  my  soul  into  the  Hands  of  Gou  who  gave  it  and  my 
body  I  recommend  to  the  Earth  to  be  buried  in  decent  &  Christian  Burial,  at  the  Discretion  of  my  Execu¬ 
tor  nothing  doubting  but  at  the  general  Resurrection  I  shall  receive  the  same  by  the  mighty  Power  of  God. 

••  And  as  touching  such  worldly  Estate,  wherewith  it  has  pleased  God  to  bless  me  in  this  Life,  I  givedex  ise 
&  dispose  of  the  Same  in  the  following  Manner  &  Form  (all  my  Debts  and  Funeral  Charges  being  defraye  )  • 

» lm[v  1  give  and  bequeath  to  Mary  my  dearly  Beloved  wife,  one  Hundred  Pounds  in  old  Tenor  \  alue 

of  my  moveable  Estate  at  her  own  Choice,  to  be  at  her  Dispose  for  ever  &  moreover  1 do  b!  m 

wife,  the  free  &  full  Improvement  of  all  my  Lands  and  my  Lots  where  I  now  dwell  and  the  House  &  Barn 

thereon  standing  during  her  natural  Life.  ...... 

“  Item  I  give  to  my  well  beloved  son  Ebenezer  Hart  all  the  Remainder  of  my  Lot  of  Land  lying  at  the 
Blue  Hills  not  yet  conveyed  to  him  by  Deed,  to  be  given  to  him  his  Heirs  &  assigns  forever.  And  also  I 
rive  to  my  son  all  my  Lands  on  which  my  dwelling  House  &  Bam  now  stand  to  be  to  him  and  tohisHeus 

&  assigns  for  ever,  after  the  Decease  of  his  Mother  Mary  Hart.  .,  . 

..  Item  I  give  to  my  well  beloved  son  Elijah  Hart  all  the  Rest  of  my  Lands  whether  divided  or  undivided, 
that  I  have  not  already  disposed  of,  to  be  to  him,  his  Hiers  &  Assigns  for  ever. 

••  Item  My  Will  is  that  my  Three  well  beloved  Daughters  (viz)  Mary  Hooker,  Hannah  Porter,  and  Ruth 
Wadsworth  shall  have  all  the  Rest  of  my  moveable  Estate,  not  disposed  of  above,  to  be  equally  div.ded 

&  amonc  them,  to  their  own  proper  Use.  ,  _  f.u. 

'•And  finally  I  do  hereby  appoint  &  ordain  my  well  beloved  son  Ebenezer  Hart  my  sole  Executor  of  . 
my  Last  Wm  &  Testament,  hereby  declaring  all  my  former  Wills  to  be  void  &  of  none  effect,  ratifying  & 

confirming  this  &  no  other  to  be  my  last  Will  &  Testament. 

“  In  witness  whereof  I  have  hereunto  set  my  Hand  &  Seal  the  Day  &  Year  above  writ  en. 

,,  Thomas  Hart  &  seal 

Witness:  John  Root 

Jonathan  Lee,  John  Lee 

1752  Mav  19  P  50  Andrews:  At  a  Society  meeting  it  was  voted  77  to  64  "  to  send  Thos.  Hart  &Jo1'" 
Hooker  to  go  &  Remonstrate  against  the  memorials ”  which  were  sent  to  the  Assembly  asking  for  a  div.sion 
ofThe  Socfcty  The  Ncw  Britain  end  of  Great  Swamp  Parish  was  reiterating  its  desire  for  a  separate 
Society,  hence  New  Britainites  were  the  chief  memorialists.  .  e 

17S2  Oct  3  Vol  XVI  p  73  P  Ct:  Thomas  Hart,  J  P,  certifies  that  John  Thomas,  a  minor,  15  years  o 

age^son  of  John  Thomas  of1  New  Haven,  dec'd,  chose  his  unde  Richard  Porter  to  be  h,s  guardian.  Recog. 
^1755  Decs  Vol  I ,  p  262  TV :  "  Att  the  same  meeting  the  Town  Remitted  to  Josiah  Gillbut  of  Middle- 

Kensington  at  this  beginning  of  the  First  Church  of  New  Britain.  Tvthinsman  ”  The 

1758  Dec  II  Vol  1  p  269  TV:  "Thomas  Hart  of  New  Bntta.n  parish  is  chosen  Tythmgman. 
dicon  was  not  in  New  Britain  parish;  the  clerk  in  Farmington  made  an  error  m  so  recording  it. 

,7*0  St  U  It  P  168  Hart  Gen-  Deacon  Thomas  Hart,  of  Kensington,  for  love  of  his  grandson 
Eh/ah  Hmt'of  New  Britain,  gave  him  by  deed  and  will,  all  the  tools  of  whatsoever  name  he  used  ,n  making 
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reeds  of  weaving  by  looms;  also  all  the  cane  he  might  have  at  his  decease.  Signed  by  Ebenezer  Hart  and 
Elizabeth  Hart  as  witnesses. 


1764,  Jan’y  11.  P  36S  Do:  Thomas  is  now  84  years  old.  Mary  his  faithful,  amiable  wife  had  died  at  81, 
only  about  four  months  before;  but  now  he  joins  forces  with  Widow  Elizabeth  Galpin  Norton  who  follows 
him  closely  being  now  aged  seventy  nine.  She  died  Mch.  28,  1771,  aged  86  years,  and  was  buried  beside 
her  first  husband  in  South  Cemetery,  Berlin.  She  was  the  mother  of  Tabitha  Norton  who  is  the  bride  that 
Mrs.  Emma  Hart  Willard  refers  to  in  her  “Stealing  the  Bride.”  Col.  Isaac  Lee,  husband  of  Tabitha,  was 
not  only  strong  physically,  but  mentally  and  morally  too.  It  is  related  that  he  threw'  to  the  ground  the 
big  bull,  and  thrice  threw  the  big  Indian  in  Farmington  Street.  As  a  magistrate  for  thirty  years  he  was  a 
“terror  to  evil  doers,”  and  a  “praise  to  them  that  do  well.”  He  wras  clerk  of  the  New  Britain  Society  for 
forty  years  and  Deacon  of  the  Church  for  thirty  years. 

1764,  May  2d  Thus.  Vol.  X,  p  89  G  A:  “Upon  the  memorial  of  Thomas  Hart  and  others,  inhabitants 
of  the  society  of  Kensington,  representing  to  this  Assembly  that  the  meeting  house  in  said  society  for  many 
years  last  past  has  been  decaying  and  for  want  of  proper  and  seasonable  repairs  is  becoming  very  indecent 
and  not  fit  and  comfortable  for  the  purpose  of  public  worship,”  and  since  the  inhabitants  cannot  agree  to 
repair  it  or  build  another,  now  pray  for  the  Assembly’s  help.  It  appoints  committee  to  report  back  in 
Oct.  next. 


1764,  Oct.  11.  P  1 15  Do:  The  Assembly  committee  reports  that  the  house  is  suitable  for  temporary  re- 
pair  only  and  that  the  Blue  Hills  Section  of  Farmington  which  washes  to  be  separated  had  better  continue 
to  stay  with  Kensington  and  all  join  together  in  a  new’  house,  meanwhile  repairing  the  old  one  for  three 
years.  The  new  house  resulting  from  that  agitation  is  the  present  building  set  on  the  hill,  finished  in  1775, 
too  late  for  Deacon  Thomas  Hart  to  enjoy  it.  At  the  same  time  the  Worthington  society  separated  and 
proceeded  with  its  first  building  on  the  Ridge. 

1773,  Jan’y  29.  P  368  Hart  Gen  (1875):  Deacon  Thomas ’Hart  dies  at  his  home  in  Kensington,  “age  93 
wanting  three  months”  as  the  record  puts  it. 


1773,  Feb’y  25.  Vol.  I,  p  218  P  Ct,  Farmington:  “The  above  last  Will  &  Testament  of  Mr.  Thomas 
Hart  Dec’d  being  exhibited  in  Court  by  the  executor  therein  named  the  same  being  duely  proved  is  fully 
approved  and  ordered  to  be  recorded  &  kept  on  File,  the  said  Executor  excepted  sd  Trust.  The  Follow¬ 
ing  is  a  true  Inventory  of  the  real  and  Personal  Estate  of  Dec"  Thomas  Hart  late  of  Farmington,  Dec  d, 
prised  and  added  up  by  us  under  Oath,  vizt: 


One  old  Beaver  Hat  ......... 

1  blue  great  Coat  8/,  1  blue  Straight  Bodinc  Coat  15/  . 

1  Camblet  Coat  2/6,  1  Camblct  Vest  1/6  .  .  ... 

1  Brown  Coat  2/6,  1  brown  Vest  3/ . 

1  Chic  Vest  1/,  2  pr  brown  Breeches  1/6 

1  pr  Garters  /4,  4  pr  Linen  Breeches  1/ . 

1  Bible  5/,  1  Book  Channing’s  Works  3/ . 

Yi  of  Do  being  in  Partnership . 

1  Book  Mr.  Edwards  5/,  12  small  covered  Do  2/6 
14  Pamphlets 

3  sheep  at  6/6  .  .  .  .  .  .  •  • ' 

1  House  £42,  1  Bam  £10  ...•••■• 
48 Y  Acres  of  Land  adjoining  the  House  &  Barn  (q>  £9  pr  Acre 
20  Acres  of  Land  at  the  blue  Hills  @  75/  pr  acre 
To  Mr  Flavels  Works  in  Two  Vol.  in  Partnership  with  Mr.  Stebbings 

1  Looking  Glass  5/,  1  Bear  Barrel  1/6 . 

1  Share  in  Kensington  Library  ....... 

38  lines  of  other  household  &  personal  things  .... 

Josiah  Burnham  j 

John  Allyn  >  Appraisers 

Selah  Heart  J 


£  0-  5-6 
1-  3-0 
0-  4-0 
0-  5-6 
0-  2-6 
0-  1-4 
0-  8-0 
0-  1-6 
0-13-0 
0-  2-0 
0-19-6 
52-  0-0 
436-10-0 
75-  0-0 
0-  8-0 
0-  6-6 
0-  6-0 
17-18-2 

Sum  total  £586-14-6’’ 
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CHILDREN 

(all  bom  in  Kensington  parish  of  Farmington) 

1.  MARY  b.  Sept.  29,  1703;  m.  July  4,  1728,  John  Hooker,  Jr.  4  ch 

They  were  parents  of  Rev.  John  Hooker  of  Northampton,  Mass.,  whose  descendants  are  among  the  most  distin¬ 
guished  families  of  Massachusetts. 

2.  DEA.  EBENEZER  b.  Apl.  13,  1705;  m.  June  9,  1741,  Wid.  Elizabeth  Lawrence;  he  d.  1773,  a:  68  she  d.  7  ch 

1814,  a:  96 

He  was  chosen  deacon  of  the  Church  in  Kensington  Dec.  9,  1762,  holding  title  nine  years  till  he  died.  Their 
son  Major  Jonathan  Hart,  Yale  grad.  176S,  was  killed  on  the  St.  Clair  Miami  Expedition  Nov.  4,  1791.  He 
wrote  30  letters  to  Major  Judd  of  Farmington  regarding  Ohio  soil  which  are  in  New  Britain  hands  now. 
[Lamb’s  Biographical  Dictionary.] 

3.  ELIJAH  b.  Feb’y  1,  1706/7 

He  was  baptized  Feb’y  2,  1706/7,  and  died  young. 

4.  HANNAH  b.  Feb’y  1,  1709;  m.  July  11,  1728,  Dea.  Joseph  Porter;  she  d.  1795,  a:  86  he  d.  Dec.  18,  1783 

Joseph  Porter  was  elected  deacon  of  the  Kensington  Church  on  Aug.  5,  1756  and  held  the  office  till  he  died 
twenty  seven  years  later.  They  had  no  children. 

5.  DEA.  ELIJAH  b.  June  18,  171 1 ;  m.  Dec.  26,  1734,  Abigail  Goodrich  (see  below) 

6.  RUTH  b.  Aug.  14,  1713;  m  (1)  May  15,  1740,  William  Wadsworth;  she  d. -  he  d.  Aug.  6,  1769,  x  60 

They  lived  in  Farmington.  At  63  she  m  (2/  July  30,  1778,  Solomon  Whitman  of  Farmington,  she  being  his 
third  wife,  his  second  wife  Ruth  Strong  having  died  in  Farmington  Sept.  18,  1777. 

7.  MERCY  b.  Jan’y  13,  1723/4;  she  d.  Nov.  8,  1726,  ae  3  years 

The  oldest  stone  in  Great  Swamp  Yard  marks  her  grave.  It  is  the  cutest  little  stone  there:  "Hear  Lyes  |  ye 
body  of  |  Mercy  Hart  |  Daf  of  T  H  j  Novemr  8,  1726  |  A  D  G  Thre  year.” 


DEA.  &  CAPT.  ELIJAH  HART  b.  June  18,  171 1 

ABIGAIL  GOODRICH  m.  Dec.  26,  1734 

b.  Dec.  13,  1714  d.  Aug.  3,  1772 

d.  Jan’y  21,  1809,  as  95  as  61 

1714,  Dec.  13.  Vol.  I,  p  66  L  R:  “Abigail 
Goodrich  ye  Daughter  of  Allen  Goodrich  and  of 
Elizabeth  his  wife  was  born  on  ye  13th  day  of 
December  A:D:1714.”  She  is  one  of  five  brethren 
here  recorded.  The  event  was  at  Wethersfield 
She  was  the  third  of  nine  children.  She  was  named 
for  her  Aunt  Abigail  Goodrich,  now  28,  wife  of 
David  Curtis  of  Farmington. 

1758,  Apl.  19.  P  59  Andrews:  “Elijah  Hart  & 
his  wife”  is  the  way  Rev.  John  Smalley  entered 
their  reception  “from  the  Church  in  Kensington” 
to  the  new  New  Britain  Church  organized  today. 
Probably  Abigail  Hart  had  joined  the  Kensington 
Church  soon  after  her  marriage  in  1734.  Her  place 
on  the  First  Church  Roll  of  New  Britain  is  No.  50. 

1809,  Jan’y  21.  GSR:  At  the  advanced  age  of 
ninety  five  years  she  dies  at  the  house  of  her  only 
daughter  Mary  Eno  at  Simsbury.  She  lived  for 
37  years  -  more  than  a  long  generation  -  after  her 
husband  died,  and  probably  a  good  part  of  these 


1711,  June  18.  P  375  Hart  Gen  (1875):  Elijah 
Hart  was  born  at  the  farmhouse  in  Kensington  in 
the  early  days  before  there  was  any  church  nearer 
than  Farmington,  eight  miles  away. 

1711,  Aug.  12.  p  149  Andrews:  When  fifty-five 
days  old  he  was  carried,  on  foot  or  horse  ,to  Farm¬ 
ington  and  there  was  baptized  in  the  old  Church. 

1734,  Dec.  26.  P  375  Hart  Gen:  Elijah  is  now 
twenty  three  and  he  had  probably  already  made 
many  trips  to  Wethersfield  to  see  his  intended; 
but  now  he  goes  for  her  for  good  and  makes 
Abigail  Goodrich,  twenty,  his  wife.  He  had 
probably  planned  to  take  her  as  soon  as  may  be 
to  their  new  home  in  Hart  Quarter,  New  Britain, 
then  a  part  of  Farmington’s  Great  Swamp  Settle¬ 
ment.  Their  house,  built  about  this  time,  was 
located  on  Lincoln  Street  about  where  the  Turn¬ 
pike  (now  Corbin  Avenue)  crosses  it.  The  house 
was  in  fact  removed  when  the  turnpike  was  cut 
through.  Judah  Hart  Sen’r  built  about  the  same 
time  at  the  corner  of  Hart  street  and  Black  Rock 
Road  and  it  was  due  to  these  two  families  that  the 
name  “Hart  Quarter”  originated,  a  term  which 
has  clung  to  the  section  ever  since.  Both  became 
members  of  the  Church  in  Kensington  and  for 
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were  spent  with  her  daughter  in  Simsbury.  An¬ 
drews  says,  “she  was  a  woman  of  great  force  of 
character.”  Such  a  summary  of  a  life  makes  up 
for  a  shortage  of  facts  about  her  in  the  public 
records.  Neither  her  father  nor  her  husband  made 
a  will  and  this  cuts  ofT  two  common  sources  of 
knowledge  about  the  women  folk  of  olden  time. 
She  was  buried  in  Simsbury  and  a  stone  is  erected 
to  her  memory,  standing  beside  her  daughter 
Mary’s,  reading:  “In  memory  of  i  Abigail  Good¬ 
rich  |  relict  of  dea  Elijah  Hart  I  of  New  Britain  | 
died  Jan.  21,  1809,  |  aged  95.” 


over  twenty  years  both  must  have  made  the  six 
or  seven  mile  trip  to  church  and  back  more  or 
less  regularly.  Elijah  Hart  had  a  large  farm  and 
he  was  a  very  economical  and  industrious  fanner. 
He  was  greatly  athletic,  too,  says  Andrews,  and 
Camp  adds,  “healthy  and  prosperous.”  The 
“provided  for  his  own”  phrase  on  his  tombstone 
is  significant  for  five  of  the  boys  settled  in  Hart 
Quarter  on  land  that  came  from  their  father's 
original  farm. 

1738,  Dec.  11.  Vol.  I,  p  232  T  V:  “Attyesame 
meeting  chossen  for  feneviewers  for  ye  year  en- 
sueing  Elijah  Hart,”  and  three  others. 


1739,  Dec.  24.  P  231  Do:  “Elijah  Hart  his  Caremark  for  Crctures  is  an  gury  crop  on  ye  Right  car  &  a 
half  penny  on  ye  fore  sid  of  the  same  eare.” 

1741,  Dec.  14.  P  237  Do:  “  Att  ye  same  meeting  were  Chosen  for  Surveyors  of  highwayes  for  ye  year 
ensueing  Elijah  Hart,  his  limit  from  Kinsington  line  to  Ezra  Warners.” 

1746,  Dec.  8.  P  243  Do:  “At  ye  same  meetting  Elijah  Hart  was  chosen  Surveyor  of  highways  his 
Limits  to  Extend  from  Ezra  Warners  to  Kensington  Line  South  East  to  ye  forty  Rod  highway.” 

1748,  Sept.  29.  Thomas  Hart,  Elijah’s  Father,  says  in  his  will:  “  I  give  to  my  well  beloved  son  Elijah 
Hart  all  the  Rest  of  my  Lands  whether  divided  or  undivided  that  I  have  not  already  disposed  of  to  be  to 
him,  his  Heirs  &  Assigns  for  ever.” 

1752,  Apl.  27.  P  45  Andrews:  A  memorial  is  submitted  to  the  General  Assembly  by  eleven  residents  of 
Farmington  who  say  they  belong  to  the  first  Ecclesiastical  Society  in  Farmington,  that  they  are  from  six 
to  eight  miles  from  the  place  of  public  worship  in  Farmington,  that  they  have  heretofore  paid  Ministerial 
Taxes  to  that  society  and  ask  now  to  be  set  to  Kensington.  Elijah  Hart  and  Judah  Hart  who  are  neighbors 
in  Hart  Quarter,  are  among  the  eleven  to  sign  this  petition.  The  Assembly,  however,  voted  Nay.  The 
petitioners  were  successful  later,  nevertheless,  for  on  the  organization  of  the  New  Britain  Church  nearly 
all  of  these  eleven  appear  as  members  coming  from  the  Kensington  Church. 

1752,  Oct.  12.  Vol.  VI 1 1,  p  128  G  A:  “ Anno  Regni  Regis  Georgii  secundi  vigesimo  -  sexto.  At  a  General 
Assembly  holden  at  New  Haven:  This  Assembly  do  establish  and  confirm  Mr.  Elijah  Hart  to  be  Ensign 
of  the  13th  Company  or  trainband  in  the  6th  regiment  in  this  Colony,  and  order  that  he  be  commissioned 

accordingly.” 

1754,  June  13.  P  121  Camp:  At  the  first  meeting  of  New  Britain  Ecclesiastical  Society  it  was  “Voted, 
whether  or  no  it  be  your  Minds  that  it  is  Necesary  for  the  Inhabitants  of  this  Society  to  build  a  Meeting 
house  for  Religious  Worship.  Voted  in  the  affirmative  by  thirty  two  votes  and  in  the  negative  by  fourteen.” 
Again,  “whether  or  no  it  be  your  Minds  to  chews  Insn  Josiah  Kilburn  and  Insn  Elijah  Hart  a  Com- 
mt  to  Apply  themselves  in  behalf  of  the  Society  to  ye  county  court  to  be  Holden  at  Hartford  for  said 
County  to  Afix  a  place  to  Build  a  Meeting  House  on,  for  Religious  Worship  in  this  Society.  Voted  in  the 

Affirmative.”  .  _  .  .  .  .  .  . 

This  was  the  first  meeting  held  with  legal  authority  within  the  precincts  of  New  Britain.  At  this  time 

there  were  less  than  forty  houses  in  the  parish.  With  the  unhappy  experiences  in  voting  on  meeting  house 
sites  in  the  Great  Swamp  parish  in  mind,  the  New  Britain  Society  did  not  even  discuss  the  matter  of  sites 
but  voted  as  above  to  let  the  County  Court  settle  it. 

1754,  Dec.  2.  P  124  Do:  At  this  the  first  annual  meeting  of  the  New  Britain  Society,  it  was  voted  to  ap¬ 
ply  to  Farmington  for  a  committee  to  work  with  them  in  laying  out  highways  “for  ye  accommodating  ye 
Inhabitants  of  this  Society  to  travail  to  ye  Place  Apointed  by  ye  County  Court  to  build  a  House  for  Rclig- 


THE  HART  FAMILY 


411 


ious  Worship.”  .  .  .  “At  the  Same  Meeting  Cap.  John  Paterson  and  Insgn.  Elijah  Hart  &  Capt.  Jona¬ 
than  Lewis  were  Chosen  a  Corntt.  to  order  the  Prudentials  of  the  Society  lor  the  year  Insuing.  .  .  . 
“At  the  Same  Meeting  Capt.  John  Paterson  &  Capt.  Jonathan  Lewis  &  Insign  Elijah  Hart  were  Chosen 
Rate  Makers  for  the  year  Insuing.” 

Among  the  grants  at  this  meeting  for  preaching,  &c.,  totalling  £205-5s.,  was  one  of  £18  “to  ye  Corntt. 
that  Stated  the  Meeting  house  place”  and  one  of  £5-9s  “to  Insign  Kilburn  &  Capt.  Elijah  Hart,”  who  had 
gone  to  the  County  Court  to  get  them  to  “stake  out  the  place.” 

1755,  Dec.  8.  Vol.  I,  p  263  T  V:  Elijah  Hart  is  elected  a  “Surveyor  of  Highways  for  New  Brittain 
Parish.” 

1756,  A  pi.  25.  P  133  Camp:  At  a  Society  Meeting,  a  Committee  of  twelve,  Ensign  Robert  Woodruff, 
Mr.  Isaac  Lee,  Mr.  John  Judd,  Mr.  Win  Smith,  Lieut.  Elijah  Hart,  Sargt.  Phinehas  Judd,  Lieut.  Daniel 
Dewey,  Major  John  Paterson,  Capt.  Jonathan  Lewis,  Sargt.  Joseph  Smith,  Capt.  Josiah  Lee  and  Sargt. 
Judah  Hart  were  chosen  “to  present  the  vots  of  this  Society  to  Mr.  Amos  Fowler  and  use  their  Influence 
with  him  to  Tary  amongst  us,  &  if  the  Terms  proposed  appear  Insuffitient,  to  Endeavor  to  Acquaint 
themselves  with  what  will  be,  as  also  Receive  his  Ansurr  and  Mak  Report  to  this  Society,  at  their  next 
Meeting.”  Something  happened  to  cause  Rev.  Mr.  Fowler  to  withdraw  from  the  parish  soon  after  this 
date,  the  above  committee  not  succeeding  in  their  effort  apparently. 

1756,  May  13.  Vol.  VI II,  p  376  G  A:  “This  Assembly  do  establish  and  confirm  Mr.  Elijah  Hart  to  be 
Lieutenant  of  the  13th  Company  or  trainband  in  the  6th  regiment  in  this  Colony  and  order  that  he  be 
commissioned  accordingly.”  No  doubt  he  felt  and  was  keyed  to  the  importance  of  his  office  for  the  French 
and  Indian  war  between  England  and  France  was  under  way  and  the  Seven  Years  War  in  Europe,  with 
Frederick  the  Great  of  Prussia  in  the  center,  was  beginning. 

1757-8.  P  219  Camp:  During  this  Society  year  the  School  Committee,  which  had  charge  of  the  support 
and  management  of  the  Schools  in  New  Britain,  consisted  of  Deacon  Elijah  Hart,  William  Paterson  and 
Dr.  Samuel  Richards. 

1758,  March  6.  P  138  Do:  Rev.  John  Smalley  today  accepts  the  unanimous  invitation  of  the  New 
Britain  Society  to  become  their  pastor.  On  the  same  day  the  Society  appointed  Capt.  Jonathan  Lewis 
Lieut.  Elijah  Hart,  Maj.  John  Paterson,  Mr.  Ebenezer  Smith,  and  Mr.  Jedediah  Smith,  “to  assist  Mr 
John  Smalley  in  gathering  ye  Rev’d  South  Association  of  Hartford  County  in  order  for  his  Examination, 
and  if  approved  by  sd  asociation,  then  to  appoint  a  day  of  Fast,  and  ye  Ordination  day,  and  every  thing 
else  Necessary  previous  to  or  on  his  ordination  day.” 

1758,  Apl.  19.  P  141  Do:  “A  Church  was  gathered  in  the  parish  of  New  Britain,  John  Smalley  being 
Ordained  to  the  pastoral  office  in  &  over  the  same.”  So  wrote  the  pastor  himself  and  then  he  records  the 
names  of  those  who  came  “From  the  Church  in  Kensington”  (Rev.  Samuel  Clark,  Pastor).  There  were 
19  men  &  their  wives  making  38;  five  men  singly;  five  widows;  and  three  wives  singly,  making  total  of  51. 
There  were  17  also  from  Newington  and  one  from  Cornwall  making  total  church  membership  to  start  with 
of  69.  “Elijah  Hart  &  his  wife;  Elijah  Hart  Jr;  Judah  Hart  &  his  wife,”  were  all  transferred  from  Ken¬ 
sington  Church.  The  exact  date  is  not  given,  but  the  record  itself  states  that  soon  after  the  organization 
Elijah  Hart  was  elected  deacon.  As  was  the  custom  then  he  held  it  for  life  or  for  fourteen  years.  Maj.  John 
Patterson  was  the  first  deacon  of  the  Church  and  Elijah  Hart  the  second.  Patterson  died  in  1762  and  for 
the  next  ten  years  Elijah  Hart  was  the  only  deacon. 

1758,  Dec.  11.  P  74  Andrews:  “At  a  meeting  of  the  inhabitants  of  Farmington,  upon  the  memorial  of 
Capt  Jonathan  Lewis,  Mr.  Daniel  Dewy,  and  Deacon  Elijah  Hart,  as  agents  for  the  parish  of  New  Britain, 
the  town  granted  to  Rev.  Mr.  John  Smalley  about  twelve  acres  of  land  in  the  forty  rod  highway,  to  be  m 
two  pieces,  if  it  may  there  be  had  without  damaging  the  road.’  This  land  was  on  the  west  side  of  Main 
street  from  Dublin  Hill  to  the  Railroad.  Dr.  Smalley  sold  it  to  Col.  Isaac  Lee  and  it  became  known  as 
“Col.  Lee’s  old  field.”  In  our  day  Isaac  S.  Lee  and  family  had  their  home  on  this  plot  for  some  ten  years 

after  marriage. 
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1761,  July  30.  P  142  Camp:  At  a  Society  meeting,  “Deacon  Elijah  Hart,  josiah  Lee,  Ladwick  Hotch¬ 
kiss  and  Noah  Standley  were  chosen  a  standing  committee  to  advise  with  the  pastor  in  matters  ot  Diffi¬ 
culty  and  particularly  to  assist  him  in  judging  respecting  complaints  that  may  be  exhibited,  whether 
they  ought  to  be  prosecuted  and  brought  before  the  church  or  not.” 

1763,  A  pi.  13.  P  14S  Do:  At  a  Society  Meeting,  “Capt.  Jonath  Lewis,  Joseph  Smith,  Noah  Stanley, 
Lad.  Hotchkiss,  Lieut.  Danl  Dewey,  Deacon  Elijh  Hart,  Capt.  Josh  Lee  &  Moses  Andrews  ware  chosen 
a  Commit  to  Repare  to  the  Revd  Mr.  Smalley  &  with  him  make  a  Computation  what  his  House  will  Cost 
and  what  Mr.  Smalley  can  Disburse  towards  the  same,  and  say  how  much  the  remainder;  how  best  to  be 
paid,  and  in  How  Many  Rates;  and  when  each  rate  must  be  paid.” 

1772.  P  75  Andrews:  In  the  Farmington  Records  there  is  a  “Tax  List  of  New  Britain  Parish  1772.”  It 
contains  1 1 1  names.  They  bore  New  Britain’s  burden  of  the  Revolution.  These  are  the  Harts:  "Elijah 
Heart  £64-18-0;  Thomas  Hart  £78-00-0;  John  Heart  £63-08-0;  Jchudah  Heart  £50-02-0;  Judah  Hart 
£49-08-0;  Judah  Heart  Jun  £54-OS-0;  Benj  and  Joseph  Heart  £115-18-0;  Widow  Sarah  Heart  £27-06-0; 
Daniel  Heart  £77-14-0.” 

1772,  Aug.  3.  P  375  Hart  Gen:  “Elijah  Hart  was  a  stout,  athletic  man,  and  his  avocation  was  farming, 
yet  in  carrying  a  stick  of  fence  timber  on  his  shoulder  he  stepped  into  a  hole  in  the  ground,  was  crushed 
with  the  weight,  and  died  in  consequence.”  So  wrote  the  author  from  facts  gathered  in  Iris  day  from  the 
family.  The  following  epitaph  was  written  upon  his  tombstone  which  stands  in  the  old  part  of  the  New 
Britain  cemetery:  “  In  Memory  of  |  The  Justly  esteemed  j  &  much  lamented  Deacn  Elijah  Heart  |  Who 
provided  for  his  Own  I  &  Servd  his  Generation  |  with  great  Diligence  |  and  Fidelity  !  even  to  the  last  day  | 
of  his  Life  was  taken  |  Suddenly  to  the  Inheritance  \  aboveon  the  3d  of  Aug’st  |  A  D:  1772  In  the61st  |  year 
of  his  Age.” 

A  veteran’s  flag  waves  gently  over  his  grave  on  every  Decoration  day.  Son  Deac.  Elijah’s  gravestone 
stands  next  to  his  and  right  behind  is  the  stone  of  Rev.  John  Smalley  D.D.  -  "  first  pastor  of  the  Church  in 
this  Society.” 

1773,  Sep.  6.  Vol.  I,  p  232  P  Ct,  Farmington:  “Administration  on  Estate  of  Elijah  Hart  late  of  Farm¬ 
ington  granted  to  Elijah  Hart  of  Farmington.”  No  will  and  no  inventory  are  recorded  at  Farmington. 

CHILDREN 

(all  bom  in  New  Britain  Section  of  Great  Swamp  parish  of  Farmington;  note  only  1  girl,  8  boys) 

1.  DEA.  ELIJAH  2d  b.  Sept.  26,  1735;  m.  a  1758,  Sarah  Gilbert;  he  d.  Dec.  10,  1800,  x  65  she  d.  Sept.  22,  6  ch 

1809  x  73 

They  settled  in  Hart  Quarter,  building  on  Lincoln  street  extension  the  old  Hart-Kelly-Irving  Farm  house 
now  (1924)  residence  of  Maurice  Stanley.  He  is  No.  52  on  New  Britain  1st  Church  Roll.  Was  elected  deacon 
June  1,  1780  and  held  office  for  20  years.  He  led  the  singing  for  several  years  having  a  grand  voice.  Was  man 
of  strict  habits,  stern  virtue,  great  diligence  and  economy.  Work  on  the  farm  always  stopped  at  4:00  p.  m. 
on  Saturday  in  preparation  for  the  Sabbath.  Has  stone  next  to  father’s  in  New  Britain  cemetery. 

2.  THOMAS  b.  Jan’y  12,  1738;  m.  Feb’y  2,  1758,  Mehitable  Bird;  he  d.  Jan’y  7,  1830,  ae  93  she  d.  Mch.  18,  5  ch 

1825,  ae  87  c 

They  settled  on  West  Main  street,  New  Britain.  He  was  a  shoemaker  as  well  as  farmer.  He  is  No.  94  on  N.  B. 
Church  list  (1762).  A  man  of  great  industry  and  economy,  scrupulously  honest,  and  remarkably  inoffensive. 

He  was  noted  for  prayer  and  piety.  She  was  of  Farmington;  had  brother  Jonathan  Bird  M.D.,  who  was  also 
a  preacher  of  the  gospel. 

3.  JEHUDAH  b.  Dec.  12,  1739;  m  (1)  July  9,  1767,  Mary  Munson;  he  d.  Aug.  25,  1825,  x  86  she  d.  Oct.  28,  8  ch 

He  settled  in  Hart  Quarter,  twenty  rods  south  of  his  father  on  Shuttle  Meadow  road;  house  now  (1924)  owned 
by  A.  W.  Upson.  He  was  a  farmer  and  “an  honest  and  inoffensive  man”.  He  is  No.  1 18  on  N.  B.  1st  Church 

Roll  (1769).  Lived  in  New  Britain  for  85  years,  but  never  saw  Hartford.  His  wife  died  in  childbed  and  he  m 

(2)  1787,  Wid.  Elizabeth  Mazuzen  Judd  and  they  had  three  children.  She  was  a  French  girl.  She  d.  Apl.  26,  3  ch 

1825,  age  73. 
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4.  DR.  &  DEA.  JOSIAH  b.  Apl.  2S,  1742;  in  (1)  1765,  Abigail  Sluman;  he  d.  Aug.,  1812,  a;  70  she  d.  June  4,  1777  7  ch 

He  was  a  Yale  graduate  of  1762.  Was  No.  127onN.B.  1st  Ch.  Roll.  Lived  in  Wethersfield  where  he  had  a  large 
practice  which  included  New  Britain  and  Berlin  patients.  Was  a  surgeon  in  the  Revolution.  Represented 
Wethersfield  in  Legislature  several  times.  Was  very  gentlemanly  and  kind.  First  wife  Abigail  was  from 
Stonington,  Ct.  She  d.  June  4.  1777  of  small  pox,  and  he  m  (2)  Mch.  25,  1778,  Wid.  Abigail  Robbins  Harris,  3  ch 
they  having  three  children.  She  d.  Aug.  S,  1796  and  he  m  (3)  Anna  Moulton,  maiden  lady  of  Newburyport, 

Mass.  She  died  the  same  day  as  her  husband  and  they  were  buried  together.  In  Marietta,  Ohio,  where  he  had 
moved  after  the  third  marriage  he  had  a  good  practice.  He  had  been  elected  deacon  in  Wethersfield  on  Apl.  17, 

1793  and  the  Marietta  Church  soon  recognized  his  worth  and  made  him  deacon  there.  In  1811,  at  69,  he  felt 
too  old  for  practice  and  moved  to  Lowell,  Ohio,  where  both  died  of  spotted  fever. 

5.  MARY  b.  Dec.  28,  1744;  m.  Jan’y  7,  1765,  Capt.  Jonathan  Eno  (see  below) 

6.  BENJAMIN  b.  Oct.  16,  1747;  m.  Aug.  19,  1772,  Mary  Fuller;  he  d.  Feb’y  21,  1827,  ae  80  she  d.  Oct.  22,  12  ch 

1834,  ae  77 

His  house  and  farm  were  at  the  head  of  Mill  pond  at  foot  of  Arch  street.  New  Britain.  Ozias  Hart  owned  it 
later  and  in  1S73  Frederick  North  owned  it.  Benjamin  is  No.  131  on  N.  B.  First  Church  Roll  (1773).  He  was 
a  tall,  bony  man  of  industrious  and  regular  habits,  a  successful  farmer,  and  walked  orderly  in  his  Christian  life. 

7.  DEA.  JOSEPH  b.  May  17,  1750;  m.  Nov.  5,  1772,  Huldah  Smith  5  ch 

He  is  No.  210  on  the  N.  B.  First  Church  Roll.  He  built  in  Hart  Quarter  next  north  of  his  father  the  same 
house  which  in  1867  was  owned  by  Edwin  Francis,  which  Joseph  had  sold  to  Oliver  Gridley  and  moved,  about 
1804,  to  New  Durham,  N.  Y.  From  there  he  moved,  about  1814,  to  Senaca,  Ontario  County,  N.  Y.,  where 
he  died.  I  Its  wife  was  born  Jan’y  4,  1749. 

8.  ELIZUR  b.  Dec.  25,  1752;  m.  Jan’y  1,  1778,  Sarah  Langdon;  he  d.  1794,  ae  42  she  d.  June  14,  1822,  ae  65  4  ch 

He  was  a  noted  school  teacher,  teaching  for  seventeen  seasons.  Later  he  kept  the  “State  House”  tavern  and 

dance  hall  on  the  corner  opposite  and  north  of  his  father  in  Hart  Quarter.  He  is  No.  231  on  N.  B.  First  Church 
Roll.  He  died  at  Kingston,  Jamaica.  His  wife  m  (2)  Seth  Wadsworth,  and  lived  23  years  longer  than  her 
first  husband. 

9.  AARON  b.  Oct.  1,  1756;  he  d.  Feb’y  12,  1761,  aged  5  years 

He  was  baptized  in  Kensington  Oct.  31,  1756.  Abedmelech,  a  servant  of  Deacon  Hart,  was  baptized  at  the 
same  time  by  Rev.  Samuel  Clark  of  Kensington.  The  family  record  of  Deacon  Elijah  was  in  his  own  hand  on 
a  leaf  of  a  Bible  printed  in  London  in  1696,  and  was  seen  by  Andrews  at  Dr.  Hart’s  in  Southington  in  1S63. 


LINE  OF  DESCENT 

Capt.  Jonathan  Eno  b.  1739  m.  Mary  Hart  b.  1744 
Salmon  Eno  b.  1779  m.  Mary  Richards  b.  1785 
Ozias  Buell  Bassette  b.  1807  m.  Emeline  Eno  b.  1805 
Frederick  Henry  Bassette  b.  1839  m.  Margaret  Anderson  b.  1844 
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ANTHONY  HAWKINS  b. - 

-  m  (1)  - 

b.  -  m  (2)  bef.  May  6,  1656 

d.  1655  Widow  Ann  Wells  Thompson 

\he  d.  Feb’y  28,  1673/4 

1655.  Vol.  I,  p  879  Stiles:  In  the  Windsor 
Church  Record  we  find  recorded  under  this  date 
the  death  of  “The  wife  of  Anthony  Hawkins.” 
This  is  all  we  know  about  her  save  that  she  had 
borne  four  children.  Her  first  name  even  is  not 
revealed  in  any  record  known.  The  Church 
record  lists  her  with  17  persons  who  died  in  Wind¬ 
sor  in  the  year  1655.  As  Luther  said: 

“Though  in  midst  of  life  we  be 
Snares  of  death  surround  us.” 


1640/1,  Jan’y  26.  Vol.  I,  p  46  L  R,  Windsor, 
Ct:  “Anthony  Howkins  hath  granted  from  the 
plantation  an  home  lott  with  the  additions  sixe 
acres  the  breadth  eight  rodd  the  length  from  the 
meadow  bounds,  backe  to  John  Haynes,  bounded 
on  the  north  by  Peter  Tilton  south  by  John 
Hawkes”.  Following  this  there  are  14  parcels 
recorded  in  his  name.  Five  of  them  were  over  the 
great  river,  some  being  3  miles  long.  One  was 
the  dwelling  of  Robert  Watson,  and  one  that  of 
Richard  Samway’s.  Stiles  points  out  that  the 
first  home-lot  was  a  little  north  of  the  present 
division  fence  north  of  the  Major  Ellsworth  tene¬ 
ment  house.  Later  he  exchanged  this  place  and 
bought  the  two  others  above.  No  record  appears 
as  yet  as  to  where  he  came  from  nor  yet  where  or 
who  he  first  married.  He  lived  in  Windsor  for  at 


least  fifteen  years  before  his  wife  died  and  then  moved  to  Farmington  where  he  rates  as  an  early 
settler.  Camp  calls  him  “a  distinguished  citizen  of  Farmington”  and  the  following  record  is  ample  proof 
of  it.  In  Farmington  in  these  early  days,  only  three  citizens  bore  the  title  of  “Mr.”  viz.,  Mr.  Hooker 
the  minister,  Mr.  John  Wadsworth,  and  Mr.  Hawkins. 


1645,  Dec.  4.  Vol.  I,  p  148  G  C:  Anthony  Howkins  is  on  the  General  Court  jury;  one  of  eight  men  in¬ 
cluding  our  Will’  Lewis  also.  They  deal  with  cases  of  defamation  of  character,  for  non-prosecuting, “for 
entertayneing  unwelcome  visitors,”  care  of  child  born  out  of  wedlock,  “mysdemeanor  by  excesse  of  drink¬ 
ing,”  for  “drawing  wyne  without  liberty,”  for  “haveing  wyne  sould  in  his  howse  without  lycense,”  &c., 
&c.  The  cause  of  various  other  cases  settled  by  the  jury  is  not  stated  in  the  record.  From  this  date  to 
Dec.  6,  1649,  he  has  five  more  records  of  jury  service  in  the  General  Court. 

1651,  May  14.  Vol.  II,  p  22  C  C:  Antho: Howkins  is  on  the  jury  of  the  County  Court,  on  which  up  to 
June  13,  1662  he  serves  at  least  eight  tours  of  jury  service. 

1651,  Dec.  7.  P  29  Do:  Antho.  Howkins  is  on  the  Grand  Inquest  of  ten  men  who  fine  Thomas  Allyn 
£20  for  carelessly  carrying  a  gun  which  went  off  and  killed  Henry  Stiles.  “Homicide  by  Misadventure” 
the  Jury  calls  it. 

1653,  June  6.  Vol.  I,  p  17  T  V,  Windsor:  “Anthony  Howkins  plaintife  agaynst  William  Hayden 
Defendent  in  an  action  of  debt  to  the  value  of  £00-17-00  which  he  past  his  word  to  pay  for  John  Benet.” 


1653/4,  Mch.  2.  Vol.  II,  p  47  C  C:  Anthony  Hawkins  brings  suit  against  Timothy  Mercer  et  al  “for 
breaking  open  a  barne  to  the  dammage  of  £4.”  The  jury  finds  for  the  pit.  10s  &  cost  of  Courte. 

1655.  Vol.  II,  p  879  Stiles:  “The  wife  of  Anthony  Hawkins”  dies  at  Windsor,  leaving  three  children 
under  eleven  years  of  age.  In  the  same  year  our  Thomas  Thompson  dies  at  Farmington  leaving  five  chil¬ 
dren  under  nine  years  of  age  in  the  care  of  his  wife  Ann.  What  more  natural  than  that  they  join  forces  ? 
Probably  this  was  the  controlling  force  which  led  to  the  sale  of  the  Windsor  property  and  the  move  to 
Farmington.  Before  the  next  May  they  were  married  per  Court  order  following. 
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1656,  May  6.  Vol.  II,  pp  95-96  C  C:  Record  at  the  end  of  Thos.  Thompson’s  will:  “Anthony  Hawkins 
having  married  the  Widow  Thompson  is  appointed  to  administer  &  husband  the  estate  of  Thomas  Thomp- 
son,  he  engageing  himself  &  heirs  to  ye  due  execution  of  ye  will.” 

In  Rev.  W.  S.  Porter’s  history  of  Farmington  there  are  listed  44  first  settlers.  Then  there  are  named  30 
other  early  settlers  among  whom  is  our  Anthony.  His  house  at  Farmington  was  on  the  east  side  of  the  road 
to  Hartford  nearly  opposite  where  the  North  School  house  stands. 

1656,  Dec.  5.  Vol.  I,  p  63  L  R,  Windsor.  “Jacob  Drake  hath  purchased  of  Anthony  Hawkins  his 
Dwelling  House  and  Home  Lott”  ....  At  same  time  Drake  buys  six  other  pieces  of  real  estate  in 
Windsor. 

1657,  Oct.  1.  Vol.  II,  p  88  G  C:  Antho:  Howkins  now  represents  Farmington  as  deputy  at  the  General 
Court  at  Hartford,  and  he  is  re-elected  at  every  election  down  to  May  10,  1666  when  he  is  first  elected 
Assistant  -  a  job  equivalent  to  our  pressent  state  Senator.  During  these  eleven  years  as  deputy  he  attended 
in  person  at  least  29  sessions  of  the  Court  -  nearly  a  perfect  record,  though  living  twelve  miies  distant 
through  the  wilderness.  From  this  year  1657  till  his  death  seventeen  years  later  he  was  continuously  in 
high  public  service  and  bore  the  implicit  trust  of  the  freemen  of  the  Colony. 

1657/8,  Jan’y  25.  Vol.  I,  p  5  C  R:  Anthony  Howkins  with  our  William  Lewis  now  join  the  Church  at 
Farmington.  The  entry  reads:  “On  January  25,  1657  Anthony  Howkins  and  William  Lewis,  were  joined 
to  the  Church.”  The  Church  is  now  four  years  old  and  is  growing  steadily  under  the  able  lead  of  Rev.  Mr. 
Samuel  Hooker,  son  of  Rev.  Thomas  Hooker,  the  Hartford  leader. 

1658,  9,  Jan’y  20.  Vol.  I,p  116TV,  Farmington:  “At  a  town  meeting  there  was  Mr.  Stell,  Anthony 
Howkins,  John  Root  and  John  Warner  chosen  by  ye  Town  for  a  Comittec  for  to  lay  out  ye  bounds  of  ye 
land  bclonginge  to  ye  Mill  and  to  lay  out  a  Highway  to  run  throu  for  ye  use  of  ye  Town  ....  and  also 
John  Brownson  and  George  Orvic  arc  desired  to  goe  along  with  them  for  theyer  information.” 

1658/9,  Mch.  3.  Vol.  II,  p  123  C  C:  “Anthony  Howkins  sworne  Constable  for  ffarmington.” 

1659,  Dec.  1.  P  131  Do:  “This  Court  Grant  Administration  to  Anthony  Howkins  in  behalf  of  Mary 
Clarke,  age  21,  next  of  kin  of  Joseph  Clarke  of  Windsor,  deceased,”  with  estate  of  £71-19-02.  In  March, 
1660/61  “Joseph  Bird  manifests  to  the  Court  his  Acceptance  and  Approbation  of  the  over-sight  and 
Account  of  Anthony  Howkins  respecting  the  Estate  of  Mary  Clarke.” 

1659/60,  Jan’y  18.  Vol.  I,  p  178  Stiles:  He  is  on  the  rate  book  of  Windsor  as  having  paid  our  Wm.  Buell 
6s.  for  the  privilege  of  having  one  of  the  “long  seats”  in  the  Windsor  Church.  This  is  surprising  since  it  is 
dated  about  3  years  after  he  joined  the  Farmington  Church. 

1660,  May  17.  Vol.  II,  p  127  G  C:  Anthony  Hawkins  of  Farmington  is  on  the  Colony  grand  jury  of 
thirteen  men  who  “shal  inquire  and  considr  of  ye  misdeameanor3  and  breaches  of  the  orders  of  this  Collo: 
in  ye  several  Townes”  and  report  next  October. 

1660,  May  17.  P  128  Do:  The  General  Court  appoints  committee,  Anthony  Hawkins  being  one,  to 
determine  the  amount  of  loss  due  to  a  fire  set  by  the  Indians  to  property  of  our  Lieut.  Lewis  &  Francis 
Browne;  and  to  recompense  them  from  the  fines  “until  ye  whole  sum  be  paid  in  by  ye  Indians.” 

1661,  May.  Vol.  I,  p  5  L  R:  “Land  in  ffarmington  In  ye  Jurisdicktion  of  Conekticut  belonging  to  Mr. 
Anthony  Howkins  viz  one  p’sell  Lying  in  the  grat  meadow  which  he  bought  of  Mathew  Webster  contain¬ 
ing  twelve  acres  abutting  on  a  swamp  on  ye  north  &  Land  belonging  to  Thomas  Tomsons  children  on  ye 
east  &  Mathew  Webster  on  ye  west  and  south”.  He  had  also  in  brief:  “one  p’sell  of  twenty  three  acres 
butting  on  ye  Common  fence  west  &  common  land  east  &  south  upon  William  Leawis;  one  p’sell  of  two 
acres  northwest  on  the  highway  leading  to  Hartford;  one  p’sell  of  fifty  acres  abutting  on  ye  River  west  & 
Windsor  bounds  north  &  mountains  east;  one  p’sell  of  twenty  acres  bought  of  John  Roote  Jr.,  and  John 
Warner  Jr.,  being  all  the  land  granted  to  these  two  men  by  ye  towne  on  ye  east  side  of  the  River  abuting 
partly  on  Mr.  howkins  own  land  north;  Allso  granted  to  Mr.  Anthony  Howkins  a  high  way  from  ye  land 
he  bought  of  Mathew  Webster  over  ye  bogs.” 


416 


BASSETT  GENEALOGY 


1661/2,  Mch.  13.  Vol.  II,  p  155  G  C:  The  Court  “grants  unto  Anthony  Howkins  and  Thomas  Judd 
betwixt  them  400  Acres  of  land,  whereof  80  acres  of  Meadow,  if  it  may  be  found  where  it  may  not  prejudice 
any  Plantation  yt  now  is  or  hereafter  may  be  setled.  ”  In  the  following  item  we  have  the  preamble  oi  the 
famous  Charter  of  Connecticut,  which  was  hid  later  in  the  “Charter  Oak  .  Note  the  four  of  our  ancestors 
named  therein,  Anthony  Hawkins  being  one  of  them. 

1662,  Apl.  20.  Vol.  II,  p  3  G  C,  Ptd:  “  In  the  Fowerteenth  yeare  of our  Reigne:  Charles  the  Second,  By 
the  Grace  of  God,  King  of  England,  Scotland,  France  and  Ireland,  defender  of  the  Faith,  &c.;  To  all  to 
whome  theis  presents  shall  come,  Greetinge:  Whereas,  by  the  severall  Navigatons,  discoveryes  and  sue- 
cessfull  Plantations  of  diverse  of  our  loveing  Subjects  of  this  our  Realme  of  England,  Severall  Lands,  Is- 
lands,  Places,  Colonies  and  Plantatons  have  byn  obtained  and  setled  in  that  parte  of  the  Continent  of 
America  called  New  England,  and  thereby  the  Trade  and  Comerce  there  hath  byn  of  late  yeares  much  in¬ 
creased  And  Whereas,  wee  have  byn  informed  by  the  humble  Petiton  of  our  Trusty  and  welbeloved 
John  Winthrop,  John  Mason,  Samuell  Willis,  Henry  Clerke,  Mathew  Allen,  John  Tappen,  Nathan  Gold, 
Richard  Treate,  Richard  Lord,  1  lenry  Woolicott,  John  Talcott,  Daniel  Clerke,  John  Ogden,  Thomas  Wells, 
Obedias  Brewen,  John  Clerke,  Anthony  Haukins,  John  Deming  and  Mathew  Camfield,  being  Persons 
Principally  interessed  in  our  Colony  or  Plantaton  of  Conecticutt  in  New  England,  that  the  same  Colony 
or  the  greatest  parte  thereof  was  purchased  and  obteyned  for  greate  and  valuable  Consideratons,  And  some 
other  part  thereof  gained  by  Conquest  and  with  much  difficulty,  and  att  the  onely  endeavours,  expense  and 
Charge  of  them  and  their  Associats,  and  those  under  whome  they  Clayme  Subdued  and  improved,  and 
thereby  became  a  considerable  enlargement  and  additon  of  our  Dominions  and  interest  there,  N  ow 

know  yea”  .... 

1662  May  15.  Vol.  II,  p  157  G  C:  Three  of  our  ancestors  are  on  the  Grand  Jury  of  this  date,  the  names 
spelled* thus:  Anthony  Howkins,  Ed: Griswold  &  Will™  Gutrich.  All  of  them  represented  their  towns  as 

deputies,  too,  at  this  Court. 

1662,  Oct.  3.  Vol.  Ill,  p  496  G  C:  The  General  Court  makes  Mr.  Anthonie  Howkins  another  grant  of 
land  according  to  a  record  of  Oct.,  1705,  but  it  is  not  of  record  as  of  this  1662  date. 

1663,  Jan’y.  Vol.  I,  p  30  T  V:  “Att  a  meeting  of  the  Inhabitants  their  was  granted  to  Mr.  Anthony 
Hawkins  fifty  acors  of  land  lying  upon  the  playen  over  against  Nodd  joyning  to  Simsbury  bounds  from  the 
River  to  the  hill  towards  the  mountain.  ’’ 

1663,  May  14.  Vol.  II,  p  184  G  C:  “Mr.  Anthony  Hawkins  is  chosen  Commissioner  for  ye  Towne  of 
Farmington  and  sworn  in  Court”.  This  was  convenient  because  he  was  a  member  of  this  Court.  He  was 
chosen  commissioner  again  on  May  12,  1664,  May  10,  1666  and  on  May  9,  1667.  Commissioners  were 
given  General  Court  powers  to  a  degree  during  the  time  the  Court  was  not  in  session. 

1663  4,  Mch.  10.  P  192  Do:  He  is  nominated  at  the  General  Court  “To  be  put  to  ye  election  at  May 
next  Court  for  Assistant”  and  on  Oct.  13,  1664  and  every  year  up  to  1668  he  was  again  nominated  for  the 
same  office.  In  166S  he  was  elected,  though  one  record  shows  “Anthony  Hawkins,  Assistant  performing 
a  wedding  ceremony  in  Farmington  on  Apl.  8,  1664.  Probably  the  recorder  made  a  slip  in  writing  Assist¬ 
ant”  for  “Commissioner.” 

As  one  of  the  Charter  men  he  would  be  keenly  interested  in,  if  not  one  of  the  planners  in,  the  ousting  o 
the  Dutch  from  New  York.  In  this  year  1664  the  English,  basing  their  claims  on  the  explorations  of  Cabot, 
the  first  discoverer  of  the  North  American  mainland,  established  their  control  of  the  entire  Atlantic  sea¬ 
board  from  Maine  to  Georgia.  Four  English  ships,  accompanied  by  Connecticut  Colonists,  anchored  in 
the  harbor  of  New  Amsterdam  and  forced  the  Dutch  town  to  surrender.  The  name  was  then  changed  to 

New  York. 

1665,  June  16.  Vol.  III,p35CC:  “Mr.  Anthony  Howkins”  is  on  the  jury  which  finds  Hannah  Hackle- 

ton  guilty  of  “adultery  and  High  Handed  Blasphemy  against  God. 

1666,  July  26.  Vol.  II,  p  233  G  C:  The  General  Court  appoints  committee  of  eleven,  including  Anthony 
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Hawkins  and  Govenor  Winthrop,  with  power  to  call  out  the  militia  “in  case  of  any  apparent  danger  of 
invasion  by  the  approach  of  any  enemie.  ” 

1667,  Oct.  10.  P  253  Do:  Mr.  Hawkins  was  appointed  bv  the  General  Court  “to  administer  the  oath 
of  freedome  to  those  of  Farmington  propownded  last  Court  in  May.” 

1668,  May  14.  P  258  Do:  Having  been  for  eleven  years  a  Deputy  for  Farmington  the  minutes  of  the 
Colony  now  show  his  first  election  as  Assistant.  This  office  he  held  until  his  death  in  1674.  During  this 
time  he  attended  15  sessions  of  the  court  at  Hartford,  the  last  attendance  being  on  Nov.  26,  1673,  just  3 
months  before  death.  The  attendance  of  Assistants  at  these  sessions  varied  from  21  to  7. 

1668,  Sept.  3.  Vol.  Ill,  p  79  CC:  “The  Worshipfull  Mr.  Welles  of  Hartford  Estate”  is  considered  and 
Mrs.  Hannah  Welles  the  Relict,  Administratrix,  desires  the  overseers  of  the  will  to  “advise  with  Mr. 
Anthony  Hawkins  and  Mr.  Samuel  Welles  in  any  difficulty  that  may  fall  out  in  the  same.”  This  estate 
amounted  to  £  1,297-1 1-00  net.  (Anthony  Hawkins’  wife  Ann  was  sister  of  this  Mr.  Thomas  Welles.) 

1668,  Oct.  8.  Vol.  II,  p  267  G  C:  “This  Court  grants  unto  Mr.  Antho:  Howkins  Fifty  Acres  as  an  adi- 
tion  to  the  200  Acres”  already  granted  “at  the  North  East  corner  of  the  bownds  of  Lyme.” 

1669,  Sept.  2.  Vol.  Ill,  p  90  C  C:  Mr.  Anth:  Howkins  is  one  of  four  Assistants  to  hold  Court  at  Hartford 
and  condemn  John  Fitch  to  public  whipping  “for  removeing  land  marks  of  Nicholas  Palmer’s.” 

1669,  Oct.  12.  Vol.  II,  p  521  G  C,  Ptd:  “Thes  are  the  names  of  the  Freemen  in  Farmintowne”  says 
the  census  report.  “Mr.  Howkin  ”  heads  the  list  of  freemen  and  is  one  of  the  two  Mr’s  in  the  whole  number. 
There  were  42  freemen  therein. 

1669,  Nov.  18.  Vol.  Ill,  p  93  C  C:  Mr.  Antho:  Hawkins  sits  in  the  County  Court  at  Hartford  today 
among  the  Magistrates.  During  the  next  five  years,  or  to  within  the  year  of  his  decease,  he  attends  as  a 
Magistrate  not  less  than  a  dozen  of  these  Courts. 

1669,  Dec.  14.  P  69  Do:  William  Smith  of  Farmington  in  making  will  says:  “I  desire  Mr.  Anthony 
Hawkins  and  Brother  John  Stanly  to  be  Overseers.”  The  inventory  totalled  £229-00-00. 

1669/70,  Jan’y  18.  Vol.  I,  p  12  T  V:  “Att  a  town  meetinge,  There  was  three  highways  accepted  beinge 
layed  out  by  a  Committey  chosen  to  that  purpose  as  Mr.  Hawkins,  John  Norton,  Thomas  Nuel.” 

1670/71,  Jan’y  18.  P  15  Do:  Here  is  a  distribution  of  land  “in  the  Swamp  lyinge  one  the  branchesof 
Mattebesit  River”  given  on  condition  that  it  must  ever  remain  a  part  of  Farmington  “&  they  must  never 
rend  themselves  from  the  town”  without  the  town’s  consent.  Among  the  “pertikalcr  persons”  to  receive 
this  land  is:  “Mr.  Howkins  20  acres.” 

1671,  May  1 1.  Vol.  Ill,  p  12  G  C:  “This  Court  grants  Mr.  Anthony  Howkins  liberty  to  take  up  his 
former  grant  of  land,  with  fifty  acres  aded  to  make  it  up  three  hundred  acres,  in  some  place  neare  Norwich, 
and  Lut.  Griswold  and  Sargt.  LefFingwell  are  to  lay  it  out.” 

1671,  Oct.  12.  P  16  Do:  The  General  Court  orders  its  Secretary  to  grant  Mr.  Anthony  Hawkins  “an 
execution  against  the  Estate  of  Thomas  Welles  Esq.,  deceased,  for  what  was  granted  to  him  by  the  General 
Court  on  March  11,  1662/3.” 

1673,  May  16.  P  34  Do:  The  General  Court  grants  to  the  town  of  Middletown  a  boundary  of  “six  miles 
upon  an  east  line  from  the  sayd  great  River,  provided  that  Mr.  Hawkins  hath  liberty  to  take  up  his 
former  grant  within  this  forementioned  bownds.”  (This  was  a  grant  of  300  acres,  such  probably  as  referred 
to  in  his  will.) 

1673,  Oct.  9.  P  38  Do:  Mr.  Antho: Hawkins  is  present  at  the  General  Court  meeting  at  Hartford  as 
Assistant.  This  is  the  last  General  Court  record  in  which  he  figures  while  alive.  One  item  of  business  at 
this  Court  was  to  establish  the  “Councell  of  Warr”  becauseof  the  hostile  acts  of  the  Dutch  at  New  York. 

1673/4,  Jan’y  8.  Vol.  Ill,  p  366  L  R:  “Mr.  Hawkins”  is  listed  among  the  eighty  four  proprietors  of 
Farmington  at  £158.  This  rated  as  seventh  in  size  and  he  is  8th  in  order.  There  are  only  two  or  three 
“Mr’s”  in  the  list. 
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1673/4,  Feb’y  26.  Vol.  Ill,  p  134  C  C:  “I  Anthony  Howkins  of  farmington.  being  stricken  in  years  and 
findeing  my  selfe  weak  in  body  but  of  compitent  understanding  for  this  worke,  thinke  it  meet  to  set  that 
litle  matter  which  God  have  given  me  in  the  world  at  a  stay  doe  humbly  commit  my  spirit  into  the  hands 
of  God  whoe  gave  it  me  &  into  the  hands  of  our  blessed  Lord  Jesus  whoe  ever  have  been  a  gracious  God 
to  me  &  my  body  to  a  comly  buriall  in  the  comon  Burying  place  in  Farmington  provided  for  that  purpose. 

“  Itt.  I  give  unto  my  Loveing  wife  Ann  Howkins  one  third  part  of  my  whole  estate,  excepting  my  house 
&  Homcsted  at  Pokebrooke  and  the  twelfe  ackars  of  Land  in  the  great  meadow  which  I  bought  of  Mathew 
Webster,  which  Estate  I  give  unto  her  dureing  the  time  of  her  naturall  Life;  &  it  is  my  will  that  what  of 
this  Estate  which  doth  remayne,  which  is  thus  given  too  my  wile,  I  say  which  is  Left  or  doe  lemayne  after 
my  wife’s  departure  of  her  natarall  Life,  shall  be  divided  amongst  my  children  which  doe  survive,  that  is, 
amongst  John  Howkins,  Ruth  Howkins,  Sary  Howkins,  Elizabeth  Howkins,  Hanna  Howkins. 

“  Itt.  1  give  to  my  son  John  howkins  my  house  and  whole  homsted  Lying  &  standing  at  poake  Brooke 
which  is  of  the  Sowth  Side  of  the  highway  which  Leadeth  to  Hartford;  allso  I  give  to  my  sonn  John  How¬ 
kins  the  Twelve  acres  of  Land  which  Lyeth  in  the  gret  meadow,  which  I  bought  of  Matthew  Webster. 
Also  1  give  6l  bequeath  to  my  son  John  howkins  a  smale  Fowleing  pcice  and  a  rapier  as  allso  one  Horse 
which  he  hath  already  in  possession;  allso  I  give  and  bequeath  to  my  sonn  John  Howkins  one  fift  part  of 
my  whole  Estate  which  remayneth  after  my  Loveing  wife  have  received  hir  thirds  according  to  my  will; 
&  allso  after  my  son  John  have  received  the  house  and  land,  armes  and  Horse  formerly  expressed.  Allso 
I  give  &  bequeth  too  my  sonn  John  Howkins  twelve  acres  of  upland  which  Lyes  beyond  durty  Hulve,  it  is 
given  him  &  his  heirs  forever,  he  to  come  to  the  Injoyment  di  possession  of  it  immediately  after  my  depart¬ 
ure  of  my  Naturall  life,  as  after  all  my  just  debts  are  payd. 

“Itt.  I  give  to  my  Sonn-in-Law  John  Tompson  one  fyrelock  muskett  cx  a  back  sword  which  was  his 
fathers  which  he  hath  already  in  possession. 

“Itt.  I  give  unto  my  sonn-in-Law  John  Judd  £5-10-00,  £4-10-00  which  he  hath  already  in  his  hands  & 
20s  in  some  other  currant  pay. 

“It.  I  give  to  my  daughter  Ruth  Howkins  a  cowe  which  is  in  the  hands  of  Abram  dible  of  Haddam;  & 
allso  a  fift  part  of  my  estate  which  doos  remayne  after  my  loveing  wife  have  received  her  thirds,  and  allso 
after  my  sonn  John  Howkins  have  received  my  house  &  Homestead  at  poke  brooke  &  the  Twelve  acres 
of  Land  in  the  great  meadow  &  the  horse  &  gunn  be  sword  as  allso  after  all  my  debts  are  payd. 

“It.  I  give  to  my  sonn  in  Law  (meaning  step-son)  John  Tompson  one  great  Bible  which  was  his  fathers. 

“It.  I  give  to  my  daughter  Sarah  Howkins  one  fift  of  my  whole  estate  which  doc  remayne  after  my 
Loveing  wife  have  received  her  Thirds. 

“It.  I  give  to  my  daughter  Elizabeth  Howkins  one  fift  part  of  my  whole  estate  w'hich  doth  remajne 
after  my  wife  have  received  her  thirds  &  allso  after  my  sonn  John  have  received  the  house  &c. 

“It.  I  give  to  my  daughter  Hanna  Howkins  one  fift  part  of  my  w'hole  estate  which  doth  rema> ne  &c. 

“  I  doe  make  my  loving  wife  my  executrix  and  I  doe  Intreate  my  loveing  friends  Samuel  steele  &  John 
Jud  to  be  the  overseers  of  this  my  w'ill  &  Testament.  In  witness  to  this  will  &  Testament  I  have  February 
26,  1673  set  to  my  hand  in  the  presence  of 

“Testified  by  Samuel  Steele  that  this  will  herein  expressed  is  Mr.  Anthony  Hawkins  owne  act. 

Witness:  Thomas  Tompson  Mr.  Anthony  Howkins  deceased  Feb.  the  last,  1673.” 

Samuel  Wells 

1673/4,  Feb’y  28.  Vol.  I,  208  Man:  Only  two  days  after  dictating  above  will  Anthony  Howkins  dies  at 
his  home  in  Farmington.  He  had  lived  some  eighteen  years  with  his  second  wife  Ann  who  outlives  him  by 

some  seven  years. 

1674,  Apl.  1.  Vol.  Ill,  p  137  C  C:  “The  Inventory  of  Mr.  Anthony  How-kins  estate,  deceased,  as 
followeth: 

house  &  homestead  &  12  acres  of  Land  in  the  great  meadow  bought  of  Mathew  Webster  . 

Land  at  Nod  50  lb,  23  Acres  of  Woodland  16  lb . 


£60-00-00 

66-00-00 
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Item  5  horses,  Two  mares  &  a  coalte  ..........  £15-10-00 

Item  two  oxen,  4  Cowes,  5  young  catle  and  4  calves;  ........  41-10-00 

Item  cart  &  wheels,  plow  irons,  chains,  hoops  &  other  Tackling  &  Harrow  Teeth  .  .  .  09-07-00 

Itemarmes4£  12s,  swine  3£  ............  07-12-00 

Item  Mr.  Howkins  wearcing  Cloathes  ..........  13-00-00 

Item  bed  &  beding  curtaines  valiants  &  bedstede  in  the  parlor  ......  10-02-00 

Item  by  beds  &  beding  in  the  chambers  ..........  15-10-00 

Item  by  Lining  &  Linin  yarne  &  sacks  30  L  of  flax  ........  15-05-00 

Item  by  brass,  pewter,  Iron  potts  &  a  Trevitt  .........  10-16-00 

Item  bookes  ...............  01-04-00 

Item  by  28  busheils  &  a  halfe  of  wheat  &  10  bushclls  of  pease  ......  07-04-00 

Item  18  bushclls  of  oates  &  22  busheils  of  Indian  Corne  .......  04-11-00 

Item  by  meat  &  oat  meale  ............  02-09-00 

Item  in  debts  due  to  the  estate  ...........  15-08-00 

Eight  lines  of  other  things  ............  14-02-00 

In  John  Judds  hands  £4-10-00 


£309-10-00 

"Item  by  sundry  parcells  of  Lands  in  the  woods  yet  not  known  as  allso  the  grant  of  a  Farme  by  the 


General)  Court. 

Debts  due  from  the  estate  ...........  22-1-00 

more  to  Mr.  Way  .............  0-14-00 


£22-15-00 

Taken  by  us:  Robert  Porter 
Thomas  Barney 
John  Woodruff 

“Exhibited  in  Court  Aprill  1st  1674  &  distribution  Granted  by  sayd  Court  as  pr  the  records. 

The  age  of  the  Legatees  as  followeth:  Ruth  Hawkins  age  24  yeares;  John  Hawkins  age  22  yeares; 
Sarah  Hawkins  age  16  yeares;  Elizabeth  Hawkins  age  14  yeares;  Hana  Hawkins  age  12  yeares.” 

1674,  Apl.  1.  P  139  Do:  “The  Last  will  &  Testament  of  Mr.  Antho:  Howkins  together  with  an  Inventory 
of  his  estate  being  exhibited  in  Court  &  proved  &  Mrs.  Howkins  refuscing  to  accept  of  the  executorship 
&  informeing  the  Court  that  Hester  Tompson  one  of  her  children  is  not  stated  in  any  portion  of  this  by 
her  father  or  Mr.  Howkins,  the  Court  having  considered  of  the  premises  &  heard  what  hath  been  objected 
against  the  sayd  will  of  Mr.  Anthony  Howkins  Doe  now  see  cause  &  good  reason  to  order  the  distribution 
of  the  estate  of  the  sayd  Mr.  Howkins  shall  be  as  is  exprest  in  the  sayd  will  of  Mr.  Howkins  onely  whereas 
it  is  expressed  in  the  sayd  will  of  Mr.  Howkins  that  Mrs.  Howkins  the  relict  of  the  sayd  Mr.  Anthony 
Howkins  shall  possess  one  Third  of  the  Estate  dureing  her  naturall  Life  onely,  &.  it  allso  appeareing  that  the 
Honord  Thomas  Wells  Esqr.,  by  his  last  Will  &  Testament  gave  the  sayd  Ann  Howkins  his  daughter 
Twenty  pownds  since  her  marriage  with  Mr.  Howkins  The  Court  doe  order  that  Twenty  pownd  of  the 
Estate  willed  Mrs.  Howkins  be  payd  unto  the  sayd  Hester  Tompson  by  the  sayd  Mrs.  Howkins  &  the 
remaynder  of  the  thirds  of  the  pcrsonall  estate  of  sd  Mrs.  Howkins  bequeathed  unto  Mrs.  Howkins  shall 
be  forever  at  her  dispose  as  she  thinkes  meate.  The  Court  Grants  Mrs.  Howkins  Administration  upon  the 
estate  of  the  dcseased.  And  Ens.  Samuell  Steele  &  John  Judd  are  appoynted  overseers  to  assist  the  widdow 
in  the  dispose  of  the  estate  &  children,  &  the  Court  appoynts  Ens:  John  Wadsworth  &  sargt  John  Standly 
with  the  overseers  to  make  a  distribution  of  the  estate  according  to  this  order  to  the  legatees.” 

1674,  Aug.  10.  Milford:  “The  deposition  of  Samuel  Buckingham  of  Milford  (called  forth  by  the  will) 
aged  34  years,  saith,  I  being  at  my  uncle  Mr.  Anthony  Hawkins,  his  house  in  Farmington  in  the  month 
called  May,  in  the  year  1664,  my  little  cousins  (nieces  and  nephews)  being  going  up  an  down  before  us,  as 
my  Uncle  and  1  sat  together,  I  heard  my  Uncle,  Mr.  Hawkins,  say,  concerning  my  cousin  (niece)  Esther 
Thompson,  -  this  little  girl  sucked  when  I  married  my  wife,  she  being  so  small,  I  delighted  much  in  her. 
Her  father  died  before  she  was  born,  and  she  had  no  portion  given  her  by  him,  but  I  have  promised  to  give 
her  twenty  pounds  ....  upon  oath  before  me,  Robert  Treat.  ” 
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1676,  May  1.  Vol.  II,  p  439  G  C,  Ptd:  Sargt.  Hawkins  of  Farmington  is  directed  by  the  Council  of  war 
to  “rayse  as  many  volunteers  as  possible  and  march  them  to  Hadley,  Mass.”  More  than  one  Farmington 
History  refers  to  this  as  Sargt.  Anthony  Hawkins.  This  could  not  be  our  Anthony,  nor  could  there  be  a 
son  Anthony,  since  none  is  named  in  the  will.  It  is  quite  evident  that  the  Court  meant  son  Sergt.  John 
Hawkins,  who  was  now  living  but  who  lost  his  life  before  September,  probably  in  the  Indian  campaign. 
In  Jan’y.  1675  6  John  had  made  will  saying  ‘‘that  if  the  Providence  of  God  shall  soe  order  it  that  I  fall  in 
the  field  and  lose  my  Life  or  miscarry  any  other  way  before  I  come  home’'  then  estate  is  to  go  to  brothers 
and  sisters,  &c.  It  was  on  Feb’y  10th  of  this  year  that  the  Indians  had  made  their  deadly  attack  on 
Deerfield,  Mass. 

1676/7,  Mch.  10.  Vol.  I,  p  51  T  V:  Fifty  six  citizens  of  Farmington  are  here  apportioned  some  fencing. 
It  reads:  ‘‘For  the  proportioning  of  the  Fence  on  the  West  side  of  the  Great  Meadow  as  followeth:  begin- 
ing  by  the  River  at  John  Warner’s  farme  untill  you  come  to  John  Nortons  bridge.”  The  thirty  fourth  name 
is:  ‘‘Mr.  Howkins  Forty  one  Rod.”  This  entry,  three  years  after  Mr.  Hawkins'  death,  though  it  reads 
like  an  entry  for  the  living,  is  really  an  entry  against  his  estate. 

1677,  Aug.  17.  Vol.  I,  p  882  Stiles:  Anthony  Hawkins  is  on  Rev.  Matthew  Grant’s  list  as  having  had  3 
children  born  at  Windsor.  We  have  assumed  that  four  were  born  there  and  that  Mr.  Grant  did  not  count 
the  one  that  died  in  infancy. 

1695,  Oct.  10.  Vol.  I II,  p  264  G  C:  ‘‘This  Court  Appoynt  Mr.  John  Bowcher  and  Lnt  Tho.  Leffingwcll 
to  lay  out  to  Capt"  Thomas  Heart  or  the  heirs  of  Mr.  Anthony  Hawkins  and  Deacon  Steven  Heart  their 
severall  grants  of  land  granted  to  them  by  this  Court  according  to  their  grant.”  At  this  court  a  list  of 
“  persons  and  estates  of  the  townes  in  this  Colony  ”  is  given.  Twenty  eight  towns  are  named,  a  few  of  them 
being  as  follows.  Of  the  28,  Hartford  was  richest;  Derby  poorest.  Windsor  had  largest  number,  but  they 
were  not  as  rich  per  capita  as  Hartford  people  were: 


Persons  Estates 
300  Windsor. . .  .  £15652-0-0 
56  Simsbury. . .  £02604-0-0 
42  Derby . £01804-0-0 


Persons  Estates 

282  New  Haven .  . .  £15101-0-0 
2 1 8  Wethersfield ...  £  1 1 468-0-0 


Persons  Estates 

285  Hartford . £17936-0-0 

112  Farmington. . .  £07389-0-0 
74  Lyme . £04282-0-0 


120  Midleton . £05648-0-0 


1700,  May  9.  P  348  Do:  The  General  Assembly  appoints  committee  of  two  to  lay  out  lands  “  formerly 
granted  by  the  Generali  Court  to  Mr.  Anthonie  Howkins  according  to  the  tenr  of  the  said  grant.” 

1705,  Oct.  1 1-19.  P  495  Do:  ‘‘Acts  passed  at  a  Generali  Assembly  holden  at  New  Haven:  This  Court 
doth  grant  libertie  to  the  heirs  of  Mr  Anthonie  Howkins  to  take  up  three  hundred  acres  of  land  granted 
by  the  Generali  Court  Octobr  3",  1662,  and  Octobr,  1668,  and  in  May,  1671,  in  some  convenient  place 
where  it  may  be  found  without  being  preiudiciall  to  any  former  grant.  The  abovesaid  land  was  granted 
at  three  severall  Generali  Courts.” 

1714,  Nov.  1.  Vol.  VIII,  p  219  P  Ct,  Hartford:  Capt.  Thomas  Hart  (son-in-law)  of  Farmington  ‘‘now 
moved’  this  Court  to  appoint  an  Administrator  on  the  estate  of  Anthony  Hawkins  Dec’d.  The  Court 
desire  to  call  in  John  Judd  and  Robert  Booth  of  Farmington.” 

1714,  Dec.  6.  P  225  Do:  Thomas  Hart  again  “presented  his  Motion  that  Adms.  be  committed  to  some 
person.’  Defered  until  January  next.”  Action,  if  any,  taken  in  January  was  apparently  not  recorded.  The 
estate  has  been  in  Court  now  for  forty  one  years  and  still  open. 

1721,  July  24.  Vol.  XII,  p  80  P  Ct,  Hartford:  Our  Capt.  Thomas  Hart  Sen’r  in  will  of  this  date  gives  to 
his  son  John  “all  the  right,  title,  claim  or  interest  in  property  that  I  have,  might,  should  or  ought  to  have 
in  300  acres  of  land  granted  by  the  General  Assembly  unto  Mr.  Anthony  Howkins  (his  father-in-law), 
being  laid  out  within  the  Township  of  Middletown,  as  may  be  seen  by  their  Book  of  Records/’  Also  to 
son  Josiah  “all  my  right  in  that  lott  of  my  hond:  Father  Hawkins  against  Wethersfield  bounds.” 
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in  Farmington  in  1672,  when  the  survey  was  made.  Mr.  Hawkins  receives  Lot  29,  of  412  rods,  East  & 
West,  1 1  l  ?i  rods  breadth,  with  contents  of  2S7J_>  acres. 

1728  Dec.  15.  P  391  Do:  Six  and  one-half  years  later  still,  the  same  84  proprietors  receive  their  propor- 
donate  share  of  the  “Shuttle  Meadow”  distribution.  “Mr.  Howkins”  had  61st  choice  with  lot  5a  rods 
two  feet  broad  with  “  1203  2  acres  c’nt’s  (contents). 

CHILDREN 

(first  four  born  at  Windsor  by  first  wife;  last  three  born  at  Farmington  by  second  wife; 
all  per  Windsor  Records  and  per  will) 

1.  CHILD  b. - ;d.  1647 


2. 

3. 

4. 


5. 

6. 
7. 


>1  1 1 L  L/  U.  1  u-  ‘ v  '  ....  ,  .  «  / 

Unnamed  child  is  in  the  Church  record  as  having  died  at  Windsor  in  1647. 

MARY  b.  July  16,  1644;  m. - Lt.  John  Judd.  shed.  -  he  d_  a  1715  a:  ,  5 

They  lived  in  Farmington.  He  was  deputy  many  times  to  General  Court. 

RUTH  b.  Oct.  24,  1649;  m.  a  1665,  Capt.  Thomas  Hart  (sec  below) 

SERGT.  JOHN  b.  Feb’y  28,  1651;  m. - Brinkhead.  he  d.  a  Sept.,  1676,  x  25 


she  d.  bef.  husband 


9  ch 


1  ch 


He  died  in  the  next' Jr  after  father’s  death,  with  life  lost  in  King  Philip’s  War.  He  willed  house  &  lot  to  Cozen 
Joseph  Judd  and  the  rest  of  the  estate  to  sisters  and  their  children.  Inventory  at  Farmington  tota  . 
£130-04-00.  John  the  only  son  died  childless,  says  the  Hart  Genealogy. 

“si  died  intestate!  Im/rS « Sn^on.  The  font  sisters  received  her  estate  in  qud  proportions. 


ELIZABETH  b. 
HANNAH  b. 


1660;  nir’—1 —  Brinsmadc. 

1662;  m.  -Richard  Seymoutv  shed. 


he  d.  a  Nov.,  1710 


5  ch 


ftlNiMin  u. -  - - -  '  ,  ...,  „ M 

They  lived  in  Farmington.  His  inventory  amounted  to  1416-13-03. 


LINE  OF  DESCENT 

Capt.  Thomas  Hart  b.  1643/4  m.  Ruth  Hawkins  b.  1649 

Dca.  Thomas  Hart  b.  1680  m.  Mary  Thompson  b.  1682 

Dca  Elijah  Hart  b.  1711  m.  Abigail  Goodrich  b.  1714 

Capt.  Jonathan  Eno  b.  1738/9  m.  Mary  Hart  b.  1744 

Salmon  Eno  b.  1779  m.  Mary  Richards  b.  1785 

Ozias  Buell  Bassette  b.  1807  m.  Emeline  Eno  b.  1805 

Frederick  Henry  Bassette  b.  1839  m.  Margaret  Anderson  b.  1844 
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WILLIAM  HAYWARD 


m. 


d.  a  Feb’y,  1639 


d.  before  husband 


b. -  1638,  Dec.  24.  Act  Book  1638  9,  p  46  of 

Ipswich,  Suffolk;  Abstract  of  Will  dated  at  Belton, 
County  Suffolk,  England:  William  Hayward,  a 
laborer.  Leaves  40s  to  Mary  Catter  “which  1 
keeps”  to  be  paid  to  John  Catter,  her  father.  To 
Francis  Hayward,  son  of  Simon  Hayward,  my 
brother,  40s  to  be  paid  into  the  hands  of  his  Uncle  Burn  “for  the  child’s  use.”  ....  “  1  do  ordain  and 
make  William  Hayward,  my  son,  my  sole  executor,  but  if  it  be  apparently  proved  that  he  be  dead  and 
have  no  issue,  then  my  will  is  that  the  remainder  of  my  goods  and  chattels  shall  be  sold  by  my  supervisor 
whom  I  put  in  trust,  to  be  put  into  the  hands  of  church  wards  and  overseers  of  the  poor  of  the  town  of 
Belton,  William  Hayward,  the  executor,  being  in  parts  beyond  the  seas.” 

“  In  parts  beyond  the  seas,”  son  William,  who  had  left  England  for  America  in  April,  1635,  had  by  this 
time  no  doubt  gotten  his  new  home  started  in  Charlestown  or  Braintree,  Mass.  These  were  the  golden 
years  of  English  emigration  to  the  New  World.  Other  nations  tried  hard,  but  the  English  prevailed.  For 
instance,  at  this  time  the  Swedes  were  making  an  attempt  to  colonize  America  by  settling  a  colony  on  the 
Delaware  River  near  the  present  site  of  Wilmington.  They  gradually  extended  their  settlements  until 
1655,  when  they  were  attacked  by  the  Dutch  from  New  Amsterdam,  and  all  their  forts  captured.  The 
Swedes,  however,  remained  under  Dutch  government,  and  never  again  came  so  close  to  a  Swedish  Colony 
in  the  New  World. 


1638/9,  Feb’y  13.  Do:  Administration  of  the  William  Hayward  Estate  of  Belton  was  granted  to 
Edward  Watson,  who  was  a  supervisor  under  the  will,  “for  so  long  as  William  Hayward,  executor  under 
the  will,  remains  in  parts  beyond  the  seas.” 


CHILDREN 

(both  born  in  England)  s 

1.  WILLIAM  b.  a  1614;  m.  a  1635,  Margery  Harding  (or  Barron)  (sec  below) 

2.  THOMAS  b. - ;  m.  Susannah - ;  he  d.  1681  she  d.  bef.  husband 

He  was  a  tailor  of  Aylcsford,  Eng.  Embarked  with  wife  and  3  children  in  Hercules,  Spring  of  1634.  Was  at 
Duxbury  1638,  and  later  (1651)  at  Bridgewater,  Mass. 


WILLIAM  HAYWARD 

K.(aprPRvJHARDING 

MARGERY  Jor  BARR0N 

b.  a  1616 

d.  July  18,  1676,  x  a  60 


b.  1617 
m.  a  1635 

d.  May  10,  1659 
x  42 


1635,  Apl.  27.  Do:  Margery  Harding  and 
Margery  Barron  sail  from  London,  England,  for 
the  New  World  on  the  same  ship  with  William 
Hayward,  husband  to  be  of  one  of  them,  and 
thereby  hangs  a  tale. 

1659,  June  14.  Administration  was  granted  to 


1635,  Apl.  27.  P  70  Hotten:  Intentions  were 
recorded  to  sail  from  ye  Port  of  London  in  ship 
Ann  &  Elizabeth  for  “New  England,  the  Barba- 
does  and  St.  Christophers,”  by  William  Hayward, 
aged  18,  John  Haiawed,  age  22,  Margerie  Barron, 
aged  19,  and  Margerie  Harding,  aged  20.  One  of 
these  Margery’s  became  in  all  probability  the  wife 
of  our  William  Hayward.  We  have  so  treated 
them  and  consider  it  not  strange  that  young  peo¬ 
ple  of  18,  19  or  20,  starting  out  in  a  new  country 
far  from  home  and  family,  should  agree  on  ship¬ 
board  to  tie  the  knot  soon  after  reaching  shore. 
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Margery  Hayward  late  wife  of  William  Hayward 
deceased,  “in  behalf  of  herself  and  children.” 

1676,  July  IS.  Vol.  I,  p  25  B  M  D:  ‘‘Margery 
Hayward  widow  dyed  IS  day  of  July  7 6.  She 
lived  for  seventeen  years  longer  than  her  husband 
and  died  at  home  in  Braintree,  intestate.  She  at¬ 
tained  the  age  of  just  about  three  score. 

1676,  Aug.  1.  Vol.  I,  p  537,  new  series,  P  Ct, 
Boston:  Johnathan  1  lay  ward  and  James  Nash  give 
bond  for  £200  for  the  faithful  performance  of  the 
trust  in  settling  the  estate  of  the  relict  of  William 
Hayward. 

1676,  Aug.  pro.  Vol.  12,  p  7  P  Ct,  Boston:  “Ad- 
ministracon  unto  the  Estate  of  Margery  Heyward 
widdow,  late  of  Brantrey,  dec’d,  is  granted  unto 
Jonathan  Heyward  her  eldest  sonn  in  behalf  of 
himself  and  others  concerned  in  the  Estate  lie 
giving  security  to  administer  according  to  law  and 
bringing  in  an  Inventory  of  sd  Estate  upon  oath.” 

1676,  Oct.  31.  P  104  Do:  “Inventory  of  the 
estate  of  his  late  mother  Margery  Hayward  dec’d 
by  Jonathan  Hayward: 

Dwelling  house,  small  barn  &  orchard 
adjoining  .  .  ■  • 

10  acres  of  Woodland  . 

7  acres  bought  of  Wm  Veasy 

3  acres  of  Salt  Marsh 

4  cows  . 

a  steere,  a  yearling  and  a  calfe 

3  swine . 

2  horses  . 


money . 

Sundry  household  and  farm  items 


£45-00-00 

30-00-00 

28-00-00 

30-00-00 

10-00-00 

4-00-00 

2-10-00 

1-15-00 

16-06-00 

29-06-00 


We  believe  they  did.  There  were  some  150  pas¬ 
sengers  on  this  sailboat  and  everything  tv  as  set  for 
most  striking  emotions  -  wonderful  life  plans 
among  them. 

1637.  Vol.  I,  p  490  G  &  E  of  C:  William  Hay¬ 
ward  is  in  Charlestown  as  an  inhabitant.  Some 
claim  him  as  ours,  but  yet  this  may  not  be  our 
William.  The  history  says  this  William  “may  have 
settled  in  Malden,  Mass.,  in  1662.  In  any  case 
it  is  probably  another  William  Hayward. 

1641,  Oct.  7.  Vol.  I,  p  315  M  B  C:  By  this  time 
William  Hayward  had  settled  in  Braintree,  and 
was  this  year  elected  deputy'  to  the  General  Court 
of  Massachusetts  Bay  Colony.  “Willi:  Hayward” 
is  one  among  35  deputies.  The  sessions  of  the 
Court  no  doubt  were  enlivened  by  the  news  from 
England  where  the  Long  Parliament  was  sitting. 
In  1641  the  House  of  Commons  presented  to 
Charles  I  the  “Grand  Remonstrance”  setting 
forth  all  the  faults  of  the  King’s  government.  In 
these  struggles  with  this  “divine  right  King  and 
autocrat,  the  clergy  (except  the  puritan)  lined  up 
with  the  nobles  and  a  majority  of  the  country 
gentlemen  in  support  of  the  King;  in  opposition 
were  the  tradesmen,  the  yocmanry,  a  considerable 
number  of  country  gentlemen  and  a  few  of  the 
nobility.  The  latter  finally  won  out  in  1643  when 
Cromwell  came  to  power. 

1654.  P  224  P  of  M:  He  signed  his  own  name 
"William  Haywood”  as  witness  to  a  deed  of  Wm. 
Averill. 


Total  £196-17-00’ 


1657,  Sept.  26.  Vol.  Ill,  p  64  S  C  D:  John 
Whitman  of  Weymouth  deeds  to  William  Hay- 
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  Ward  20  acres  of  land  in  Braintree  on  the  river 

East;  John  Moore,  South;  and  two  pieces  of  salt  marsh  land.  Consideration  was  £16. 

„  xr  i  i  os  r  \a  n-  “  William  Havward  was  drowned  the  3d  mo  10,h  1659.  Thus 
One  report  says  He  lost  .«£  ™ 

r  ^  vitp  m  r srr ;  “  & «.  - 

and  sudden  death  account  for  no  will  being  left. 

,659,  June  ,4.  Vol.  3,  p  .45  P  C,  Boston;  ^Power  of  Lld^te  gLg ‘n 

rrL^g'^rr  ***'*  ’  **  *  3  ““ 

inventory  of  her  Late  husband's  J  when  she  knowes  more  she  will  discover  it. 

,659, July  8.  P  145  Do;  “A  true  inventory  of  the  goods  &  Lands  of  William  Hayward  of  Brantree  Late 
deceased  taken  this  8th  of  July  1659: 


,  t 
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Impris  in  bookes . 

tt  His  wearing  apparrell  .....••••••• 

tt  one  paire  of  stockings  .....••••••• 

tt  in  beds,  new  woollen  cloth,  new  dowlas,  shcctes,  fine  Linncn,  Chests,  truncke,  flasket,  Cub- 
bard,  boxes,  Chaires,  brass  Caldrons,  brasse  pott,  other  brass  things,  Pewter,  silver  spoon, 
Casks  and  other  timber,  vessells,  glasses,  earthen  vessels,  cotton  &  woollen  yarne,  stuffe, 
thread,  fine  yarne,  musketts,  swords  &  a  Dagger,  Iron  pott,  skiilet,  Lowes,  barrs,  wedges, 
other  Iron,  axes,  spade,  howes,  shovell,  baggs,  wanning  pan,  table,  other  things,  etc. 

tt  In  Bees . 

tt  In  Lead . 

tt  the  dwelling  house,  one  barnc,  ye  Garden  &  Orchard  adjoyning  to  the  house  . 
tt  Seaventie  aceres  of  Land  adjoyning  to  the  aforesaid  Orchard  together  with  five  Accers  of 

land  Lying  in  ye  Towne  of  Weymouth . 

tt  one  Accres  of  wheat,  two  Accres  of  peas  &  Accres  of  Indian  Come  growing  on  the  Land 

tt  4  Oxen . 

tt  fowre  Cowes,  two  heifers . 

tt  In  Swine 

tt  one  Canow . 

tt  In  money . 


"Debts  y*  deceased  owed  as  ye  Administratrix  affirmed  at  prsent  was  161  or  yr  abouts. 
These  houses  &  Lands  together  with  the  other  Estate  of  goods  were  apprized  by  us  whose 
names  are  underwritten  this  8th  day  of  July  1659.  Henry  Kincman 

John  Rogrs 
John  French” 


£000-07-00 

004-18-00 

000-04-00 


048-15-02 

005-00-00 

000-02-00 

035-00-00 

052-00-00 

007-00-00 

016-00-00 

018-00-00 

005-10-00 

000-08-00 

002-01-04 


£195-05-06 


CHILDREN 

(first  probably  and  next  three  surely  born  at  Braintree,  Mass.) 

j  HULDAH  b.  a  1636;  m.  Mch.  14,  1652/3,  Ferdinando  Thayer  (see  below) 

2.  JONATHAN  b.  1641 ;  m.  May  6,  1663,  Sarah  Thayer;  he  d.  a  Nov.,  1689,  a;  48  she  d. 
They  lived  in  Braintree.  His  estate  totalled  £630-8-0.  She  may  have  m  (1)  Samuel  Davis. 

3  SAMUFL  b. - ;  m  (1)  1666,  Mehitable  Thompson;  he  d.  July  29,  1713  she  d. 

“  They  lived  in  Braintree.  He  m  (2)  Mch.  15,  1701/2.  Wid.  Elizabeth  Miilardo. 

4.  WILLIAM  b.  a  1650;  m.  Hannah - ;  he  d.  Mch.  26,  1697,  a:  a  47  she  d. 

He  was  in  1695  a  "haward  or  feeldriver”  in  Braintree.  She  m  (2)  William  Thayer  of  Easton. 


13  ch 


LINE  OF  DESCENT 

Ferdinando  Thayer  b.  1625  m.  Huldah  Hayward  b.  a  1636 

Ebenezer  Thayer  b.  a  1673  m.  Martha  Thompson  b.  a  1675 

Saijiuel  Fisher  b.  a  1704  m.  Hannah  Thayer  b.  1704 

William  Bassett  b.  1726  m.  Lydia  Fisher  b.  1730 

Nathan  Bassett  b.  1769  m.  Mehitable  Buell  b.  1774 

Ozias  Buell  Bassette  b.  1807  m.  Emeline  Eno  b.  1805 

Frederick  Henry  Bassette  b.  1839  m.  Margaret  Anderson  b.  1844 


# 
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JOHN  HILL  b.  a  1602-3 

FRANCES  TILDEN  m.  a  1629 

b.  1608  d.  May  31,  1664 

d.  as  a  61 

1608.  Vol.  58,  p  158  N  E  H  &  G:  This  authority 
figures  that  Frances  was  born  this  year.  It  is 
probably  close  to  the  truth  since  she  became  the 
mother  of  fourteen  children.  Winifred  Wolcott  is 
responsible  for  the  name  of  Tiiden.  We  have  not 
seen  it  confirmed  elsewhere. 

1636.  P  6  C  R:  “ffrances  Hill”  was  admitted 
to  the  Church  of  Dorchester,  “joyning  thereunto 
by  profession  of  faith  and  Repentance  and  taking 
hould  of  the  Coven’t  before  the  Congregacon.” 

1660,  Apl.  11.  Her  husband  in  will  remembers 
her  in  these  words:  “fior  the  Rest  of  my  Estate, 
house  and  Lands  &  mooveables  I  give  unto  my 
Beloved  wife  Trances  During  her  naturall  Life  for 
her  maintenance  and  for  ye  Bringing  up  of  my 

Children . And  being  confident  of  the 

ffaithfulnes  &  Care  of  my  beloved  wife  I  doe  make 
her  my  Executrix  of  this  my  Last  Will.” 

1664,  June  30.  ffrances  Hill  presents  the  in¬ 
ventory  of  her  husbands  estate  to  the  Courte. 

1664,  Nov.  30.  frances  Hill,  widdow,  gives  bond 
for  £280  for  the  faithful  performance  of  the 
trust. 

1665,  June  12.  Vol.  I,  p  163  T  V:  “A  motion 
being  made  by  the  Widow  that  on  the  behalf  of 
her  son  in  law  (lately  come  from  Boggerstow)  that 
he  might  inhabit  amongst  us:  The  Selectmen  see 
not  cause  to  grant  him  to  Inhabit  in  Dorchester; 
and  therfore  doe  order  that  the  sayd  Widow  Hill, 
or  any  other  doe  not  entertaine  him  upon  the 
penalty  of  the  order  made  the  10  (11. mo:)  1658, 
and  that  she  doe  forthwith  discharge  herself,  and 
the  Towne  of  him.  And  that  Mr.  Pole  give  the 
Constable  notice  hereof,  and  also  a  copy  of  the 
foresayd  Order,  and  that  he  may  acquaint  the 
foresayd  widow  Hill  thereof;  and  warne  him  to 


1603.  Vol.  58,  p  157  N  E  H  &  G:  The  year  1603, 
which  marks  approximately  the  birth  of  John 
Hill,  marks  also  the  death  of  the  “Virgen  Queen” 
Elizabeth,  with  whom  the  English  Crown  passes 
from  the  Tudors  to  the  Stuarts,  and  in  James  I, 
who  now  becomes  King  of  both  England  and  Scot¬ 
land  by  regular  succession,  the  “United  Kingdom” 
begins.  It  was  in  this  period  also  that  Shakespeare 
wrote  his  condemnations  of  drunkenness  and  his 
scathing  arraignment  of  wine: 

“O  thou  invisible  Spirit  of  wine! 

If  thou  hast  no  name  to  be  known  by,  let  us  call 
thee  Devil.” 

“There  are  reasons  for  believing,”  says  this 
Hill  writer,  “that  John  Hill  came  from  the  vicinity 
of  Chard,  in  Somersetshire,  England,  about  eight 
miles  north  of  Lyme  Regis.  The  visitation  of 
Somersetshire  in  1623  gives  the  pedigree  of  a  Hill 
family,  of  Poundsford,  in  which  a  John  Hill  is 
mentioned  as  the  tenth  and  youngest  son  of  Wil¬ 
liam  of  Poundsford.  This  John  Hill  was  born  circa. 
1571,  had  a  son  John,  yeoman,  living  in  Chaff- 
combe,  a  parish  three  miles  east  of  Chard,  of  age 
but  unmarried  in  1628,  but  who  had  moved  from 
there  before  1633.” 

1629/30,  Mch.  20.  P  18  Dorchester  Hist  (1859) : 
John  Hill  sailed,  probably  with  young  bride,  in 
the  Mary  &  John,  as  members  of  the  Dorchester 
Company  wrho  embarked  on  this  date  from 
Plymouth,  England  for  the  New  Worid.  This 
party  constituted  the  first  settlers  and  proprietors 
of  Dorchester.  The  company  arrived  off  Nan- 
tasket  (Hull  now)  on  May  30th  having  had 
preaching  on  the  ship  by  Rev.  John  Maverick  or 
Rev.  John  Warham  every  one  of  the  71  days  on 
the  ocean. 

1632,  Aug.  7.  Vol.  I,  p  74  M  B  C:  John  Hill  of 
Dorchester  is  made  a  freeman  of  Massachusetts 
Bay  Colony.  “Pioneers  of  Mass.”  thinks  Hull 
was  written  for  Hill  in  this  case. 

1633.  P  59  Dorchester  Hist  (1859):  The  author 


425 


426 


BASSETT  GENEALOGY 


depart  the  Towne.”  We  have  found  no  clue  as  to 
which  son-in-law  was  referred  to.  All  of  them 
seem  to  have  been  respectable. 

1667  8,  Jan’y  13.  P  147  Do:  “A  list  of  the  acrs 
of  land  in  the  feild  Commonly  Caled  the  great 
lots,  which  is  to  pay  one  peny  p  acre  for  the  pay- 
ment  Maintenance  of  the  gates  this  yeer  1667.” 
Widdow  Hill  is  in  this  list  with  18  acres  to  be 
taxed.  She  is  now  approximately  60  years  old. 
Nothing  further  appears  in  the  records  concern¬ 
ing  her. 


says  of  him:  “Mr.  John  Hill  came  here  about 
1633.  His  wife  was  Frances.  He  left  eleven  chil¬ 
dren.  Mr.  Hill  was  a  blacksmith  by  trade,  and 
died  about  1664.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Ancient 
and  Honorable  Artillery  Company.”  See  further 
reference  in  1647  paragraph  below  in  regard  to 
these  claims. 

1633/4,  Jan’y  6.  Vol.  I,  p  S  T  V:  “  It  is  agreed 
that  the  great  lotts  from  Mr.  Rosciter’s  to  John 
Hills  lott  towards  Naponset  in  bredth  and  eight 
score  in  length  shall  be  forthwith  enclosed  by  good 
Sufficient  Pale”  .... 


1634,  Oct.  12.  Vol.  61,  p  278  N  E  H  &  G:  Rev.  John  White  of  Dorchester,  Eng.,  in  answer  to  a  bill 
against  him  and  associates  in  an  “adventure”  from  1623  to  1628  to  New  England  to  recover  some  salt 
said  to  have  been  seized  at  Cape  Anne  by  the  agents  of  the  “adventurers”,  names  as  one  of  his  26  asso¬ 
ciates,  all  of  Dorchester,  one  John  Hill,  who  was  cousin  to  the  John  Hill  who  was  the  third  son  of  Roger 
Hill,  gent.,  of  Poundisford  in  Pitminster,  Co.  Somerset.  He  had  a  first  cousin  John  Hill  born  about  1600 
who  was  of  Chaffcomb,  Co.  Somerset,  in  1628,  but  of  whom  no  later  records  appear  there.  This  may 
indeed  be  the  John  Hill  of  Dorchester,  1633.  There  are  six  of  the  above  26  who  settled  in  New  England 
about  this  time,  or  at  least  the  names  were  the  same. 

1635  6,  Feb’y  18.  Vol.  I,  p  20  T  V:  “The  names  of  those  which  have  medow  graunted  them  the  18th 
ffebru:1635,  in  the  fresh  marsh  neerest  the  Towne.”  There  were  16  citizens  who  were  granted  lands  in 
the  First  Marsh,  and  17  in  the  Second  Marsh.  “Good:  Hill”  was  assigned  2  acres  in  the  Second. 

1637  8,  Jan’y  2.  P  34  Do:  “  It  is  ordered  that  John  Hill  shall  have  one  acre  from  the  little  necke  towards 
the  old  harbor.” 

1637  '8,  Mch.  18.  P  35  Do:  A  division  of  538  odd  acres  in  the  necke  and  in  the  Cow  Pasture  is  made. 
John  Hill  is  assigned  “3  acres,  0  quarters,  3  rodes  in  the  necke  and  3  acres,  1  quarter,  23  rodes  in  the 
Cow  Pasture.” 

1641  '2,  Feb’y  7.  P  138  Do:  John  Hill  who  signed  his  name  with  the  mark  O  was  one  of  74  citizens  of 
Dorchester  who  signed  an  agreement  that  Thompson’s  Island  and  all  the  benefitt  and  prfitts  thcrof  , 
which  in  fact  belonged  to  our  John  Thompson,  be  given  to  the  Town  of  Dorchester  for  the  maintenance 
of  a  free  school  “for  the  instructinge  and  Teachinge  of  children  and  youth  in  good  literature  and 

Learning.” 

1644.  Vol.  58,  p  158  N  E  H  &  G:  After  1644  John  Hill’s  residence  was  in  that  part  of  Dorchester  called 
Uncaty,  and  later  set  off  as  Milton.  This  seems  to  be  confirmed  by  the  following  town  record. 

1646/7,  Jan’y  19.  Vol.  I,  p  67  T  V:  “William  Blake,  Edward  Brecke,  John  Phillips  beinge  by  the  select¬ 
men  of  Dorchester  ordered  to  Laye  out  a  waye  from  the  house  of  John  Hill  in  the  Great  Lotts  unto  Robert 
Pears  house  on  the  pyne  necke:  Doe  make  their  Returne  as  follows.”  ....  A  note  attached  to  this 
report  says,  “this  should  have  been  recorded  in  1644.” 

1646  7,  Feb’y  12.  P  99  Do:  “For  the  finall  Determining  and  ending  of  all  matters  in  controversy: 
conserning  the  fence  about  the  grett  lotts,  the  capttins  neck,  the  6  aker  lotts,”  &c.,  fifty  nine  citizens  of 
Dorchester  sign  petition  for  appointment  of  arbitrators  to  settle  by  whom  and  where  the  fences  should 
be  built.  John  Hill  (His  mark  |)  signs;  and  our  Jonas  Humphrey  signs,  also. 

1646  7,  Feb’y  23.  P  102  Do:  “A  true  account  of  the  fence  of  the  grett  lotts  and  the  maner  of  lynge 
of  itt:”  John  Hill  is  assigned  5  Rods  5  feet. 

1647  Vol.  I,  p  162  AH  ACofB:  “John  Hill,  blacksmith,  of  Dorchester,”  is  here  listed  as  having  joined 
the  Artillery  Co.  of  Boston  this  year.  There  was,  however,  in  Boston  at  the  time  another  John  Hill,  mem- 
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ber  of  the  Church,  made  freeman  May  6,  1646,  who  the  author,  in  N  E  H  &  G,  Vol.  5S,  p  153,  asserts 
joined  the  Artillery  Co.  in  1647.  This  writer  believes  that  the  other  John  Hill  in  Boston,  who  was  a  black¬ 
smith,  and  joined  the  Church  in  July,  1641,  freeman  May  13,  1642,  joined  Artillery  Co.  in  1643  and  died 
July  21,  1646,  leaving  Widow  Margaret,  was  the  only  blacksmith  of  the  three,  and  that  John  of  Dorchester 
was  not  in  fact  a  blacksmith.  Nothing  does  appear  in  fact  in  the  original  records  at  Dorchester  to  indicate 
that  he  was  other  than  a  farmer. 

1660,  Apl.  1 1.  Vol.  1,  pp  428-9  P  Ct,  Boston:  The  last  will  and  Testament  of  John  Hill  of  Dorchester 
made  this  eleventh  Day  of  Aprill  in  the  year  of  or  Lord  one  thousand  sixe  hundred  and  sixtye.  Imprimis 

I  give  unto  my  eldest  sonne  John  Hill  that  estate  of  myne  that  is  now  in  his  hands  &  more  over  for  a 
remembrance  1  give  unto  him  the  summe  of  five  shillings.  Item  ffor  the  Rest  of  my  Estate,  house  and 
Lands  &  mooveables  I  give  unto  my  Beloved  wife  firancis  During  her  naturall  Life  for  her  maintenance 
&  for  ye  Bringing  up  of  my  Children  dc  at  her  Death  my  will  &  minde  is  that  my  whole  estate  bee  given 
unto  my  nine  youngest  Children  or  to  so  many  of  them  as  shall  bee  than  alive  alway  provided  there  be 
respect  had  to  my  sonne  Samuell  who  both  hath  been  helpfull  unto  mee  in  my  Infirme  Dayes  Also  1  give 
unto  my  said  wife  power  to  Dispose  of  any  parte  of  my  Estate  as  shee  shall  Judge  meet,  with  the  Advise 
of  my  Loving  fTriends  Tho  Tileston  and  John  Minott  Tor  my  Daughter  Mary  she  having  had  her  portion 
according  to  my  abilitye  alreadye  I  Doe  for  a  Remembrance  give  unto  her  the  summe  of  ffive  shillings 
and  being  confident  of  tire  flaithfulnes  &  care  of  my  beloved  Wife  I  doe  make  her  my  Executrix  of  this 
my  Last  will.  In  witness  wher  of  I  have  set  my  hand  the  Day  and  yeare  above  said. 

Witness:  Thomas  Tileston  John  X  Hill” 

Timothy  Tileston 
John  Minott 

1662,  Jan’y  4.  Vol.  I,  p  45  A  H  A  C  of  B:  “When  the  revolution  in  Gt.  Britain  restored  King  Charles 

II  to  his  father’s  throne  the  Gen’l  Court  appointed  a  committee  including  Capt.  Hill  in  relation  to  sending 
Messrs  Bradstreet  and  Norton  as  loyal  agents  to  England.  This  committee  met  at  the  Anchor  Tavern 
in  Boston  Jan’y  4,  1662  to  adopt  measures  and  hasten  the  journey  of  their  agents.”  They  were  a  little 
fearful  over  the  results  of  the  restoration.  This  authority  names  John  Hill  of  Dorchester  as  the  Capt. 
Hill  here  appointed.  When  he  was  promoted  to  the  rank  of  Captain  is  not  stated. 

1664,  May  31.  Vol.  21,  p  26  Boston  Ser:  At  age  of  about  62  John  Hill  dies  at  Dorchester.  This  is  the 
ancient  record:  “John  Hill  of  the  Great  Lotts  Departed  out  of  this  Life  the  31l  of  the  3  mo:1664.”  Savage 
says,  “too  much  about  this  family  depends  on  tradition,”  one  of  which  traditions  said  that  “all  of  12  or 
13  children,  except  Mary,  died  before  their  father.”  This  must  have  been  poor  tradition,  however,  for 
the  father’s  will  as  above  makes  it  clear  that  besides  three  children  named,  “nine  younger  children”  were 
then  living.  The  marriages  of  nine  children  also  indicates  poor  tradition. 

1664,  June  30.  Vol.  I,  p  429  P  Ct,  Boston:  Thomas  Tileston,  Timothy  Tileston  and  John  Minott, 
witnesses  to  above  will,  appeared  before  the  Worshipfull  Rich  Bellingham  Esquire,  Dept  Governor,  and 
made  oath  that  they  saw  John  Hill  sign  the  same,  &c. 

1664,  June  9.  Vol.  4,  pp  182-84  P  Ct,  Boston:  “  Inventory  taken  by  Thomas  Tileston  and  Jno  Minott: 


Imprimis  wearing  clothes  ............  •£  5-00-00 

Beds,  chestes,  boxes,  bedding,  yam,  horse  harness,  spinning  wheels,  andarmes,  old  iron  and 
husbandry  tools.  Iron  and  brass  vessels,  pewter  and  earthen  ware,  frying  pan,  warming 
pan,  hookes  and  pott  hanger,  smoothing  iron  &  tongs,  lumber,  Sic  ...  .  27-11-00 

Cart  and  plow,  yoakes  &  cheynes  ...........  2-00-00 

The  Dwelling  house,  barn  &  2  orchards  &  garden  ........  40-00-00 

1  l/i  acres  of  Land  East  of  the  barns  ...........  5-00-00 

\]/2  acres  of  ye  meadow  .............  12-00-00 

\]/2  acres  of  swamp  adjoyning  thereto  ..........  6-00-00 

about  22  acres  of  land  in  ye  Great  lotts  ..........  66-00-00 

2  great  lott  endes  ..............  45-00-00 
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24  ackers  of  land  in  severall  Divisions  .  .  *  .  .  .  .  .  •  •  •  £12-00-00 

3  small  parcells  of  meadow  ............  2'00'00 

Corne  on  ye  ground  .............  11-10-00 

one  yoake  of  oxen  ..............  12-00-00 

two  steers .  6-00-00 

one  yearling .  2-00-00 

ffour  cowes  and  two  calves  ............  20-00-00 

one  horse  .  7-00-00 

one  young  mare  .  .  .  , .  4-00-00 

three  swine .  2-00-00 


£287-01-00 

Due  from  the  estate  to  severall  p’sons: 

the  whole  is  •  9-11-00 


1664,  June  30.  P  184  Do:  “(Trances  Hill  deposed  before  ye  magistrate  Recorder  that  this  is  the  true 
inventory  of  the  estate  of  her  late  Husband  John  Hill  to  the  best  of  her  knowledge  and  that  when  she 
knoweth  more  she  will  disclose  it.” 

1664,  Nov.  30.  Vol.  3,  new  scries,  pp  274-5  P  Ct:  “  frances  Hill  widdow  &  executrix  of  the  last  will  of 
the  late  John  Hill”  gives  bond  for  £280  for  the  faithful  performance  of  the  trust. 

Signed,  "frances  F.  H.  Hill  (Seal).” 

1733/4,  Feb’y  14.  Vol.  55,  p  95  S  C  D:  “To  All  Christian  People  to  whom  these  presents  Shall  come 
Ruth  Willis  of  Sudbury  Relict,  Widow  of  Roger  Willis  late  of  Sudbury  yeoman,  Ebenezer  Hill,  Black¬ 
smith,  David  Hill,  Cordwainer  and  Nathaniel  Willis  yoeman,  all  three  of  Bridgewater,  Joseph  Gray  of 
Norton,  yeoman,  Daniel  Fisher  of  Taunton,  yeoman,  and  Thomas  Hill  of  Attleboro  Cordwainer,  send 
Greeting:  Know  ye  that  Ruth  Willis  (who  is  one  of  the  Daughters  of  John  Hill  Senr  heretofore  of  Dor¬ 
chester),  the  others  above  named  being  grandchildren,  for  £30  do  sell  to  Ebenezer  Robins  of  Walpole, 
yeoman,  25  acres  in  Dorchester  now  in  Stoughton,  being  that  part  of  the  25th  Lot  in  the  25  Division  (so 
called)  that  was  laid  out  by  the  Prop,  of  Dorchester  &  Stoughton  unto  the  Right  of  the  said  John  Hill  of 
Dorchester  deceased.” 


CHILDREN 


(probably  all  born  in  Dorchester,  Mass.) 


1.  JOHN  b.  a  1630;  m  (1)  a  1653,  Hannah  Johnson;  he  d.  Jan’y  23,  1717/8,  a:  88  she  d.  Nov.,  1690  9  ch 

They  were  of  Medfield  and  Sherborn,  Mass.  He  m  (2)  a  1693  Widow  Elizabeth  Bullard.  They  had  one  child  1  ch 

and  she  died  Dec.  1,  1719. 

2.  FRANCES  b.  a  1632;  m.  Dec.  14,  1667,  Jonas  Austin  Sen.;  she  d.  Nov.  18,  1676,  x  a  44  he  d.  July  30,  1683 

Frances  was  his  second  wife.  They  removed  to  Taunton. 

3.  REBECCA  b.  a  1634;  m.  Feb’y  25,  1667/8,  Joseph  Gray;  she  d.  May  13,  1676,  ae  42  he  d. 

“Rebeckah  ye  daughter  of  ye  widdow  Hill  was  admitted  into  ye  church  Feb’y  12,  1664/5.”  They  lived  in 
Taunton,  Mass. 

4.  MARY  b.  a  1636;  m.  Feb’y  12,  1656/7,  Thomas  Breck;  she  d.  Aug.  15,  1726,  ae  90  he  d.  Apl.  23,  1703  11  ch 

They  resided  in  Dorchester,  Mass. 


5. 

6. 


7. 


8. 

9. 


SAMUEL  bp.  1638;  he  d.  young 

SAMUEL  b.  1640;  m.  a  1667,  Martha - ;  he  d.  Jan’y  12,  1708/9,  ae  69  she  d.  Sept.  13,  1715 

They  lived  in  Dorchester  and  he  died  intestate.  His  father’s  will  says  Samuel  was  helpful  to  him  in  his  infirm 
days. 

JONATHAN  bp.  July  12,  1640;  m.  Mary - 

He  was  a  tailor  and  they  removed  to  Bridgewater.  She  was  living  Dec.  9,  1718 


HANNAH  bp.  Dec.,  1641;  m.  a  1662,  Daniel  Fisher  (see  below) 

MERCY  bp.  Jan’y  8,  1642/3;  m.  Elkanah  Willis;  she  d.  July  7,  1709,  ae  66 
They  were  of  Bridgewater. 


he  d.  Dec.  12,  1711 


9  ch 


4  ch 
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10. 

11. 


RUTH  b.  Aug.,  1644;  m.  July  19,  1664,  Roger  Willis;  she  d.  Sept.  1,  1736,  x  92 
They  lived  in  Sudbury,  Mass.  She  was  the  last  survivor  of  the  children;  she  signed 


he  d.  bef.  wife 
the  deed  of  1734. 


EBENEZER  bp.  Feb'y  5,  1645.  6;  m  (1)  a  16S3,  Ruth  Bailey;  he  d.  1696,  a;  50  she  d. 

He  was  in  King  Philip's  war.  In  1677  he  was  administrator  of  his  brother  Israel's  estate.  In  1679  either  he 
or  some  other  Ebenezer  was  “advertised  for  idleness.”  He  m  (2)  a  1692,  Sarah,  and  they  had  one  child. 


12. 

13. 

14. 


ISRAEL  b. - ;  he  d.  a  July,  1677 

He  was  a  carpenter  in  Dorchester,  and  was  “Slain  by  the  heathen  in  the  Country's  service”  in  King  Philip's 
war. 

MARTHA  bp.  Aug.  20,  1648.  No  further  record  of  her. 

MEHITABLE  bp.  Feb'y  18,  1650/1;  shed.  Mch.  5,  1679,  x  28 

She  lived  in  Dorchester;  was  unmarried.  Brother  Samuel  was  administrator.  She  assented  to  government 

of  the  Church  Mch.  5,  1676/7." 


LINE  OF  DESCENT 

Daniel  Fisher  b.  a  1639  m.  Hannah  Hill  b.  1641 

Samuel  Fisher  b.  1669  m.  Lydia  White  b.  16S2 

Samuel  Fisher  b.  a  1704  m.  Hannah  1  hayer  b.  1704 

William  Bassett  b.  1726  m.  Lydia  Fisher  b.  1730 

Nathan  Bassett  b.  1769  m.  Mehitable  Buell  b.  1774 

Ozias  Buell  Bassette  b.  1807  m.  Emeline  Eno  b.  1805 

Frederick  Henry  Bassette  b.  1839  m.  Margaret  Anderson  b.  1844 


8  ch 

2  ch 
1  ch 
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LUKE  HILL 

MARY  HOYT 
b.  - 

d.  after  husband 


b.  a  1613 

m.  May  6,  1651 
d.  a  1696 
x  a  83 


1651,  May  6.  Mary  Hoyt’s  name  comes  to  us 
on  her  wedding  day  at  Windsor;  but  there  is 
nothing  else  apparently  at  Windsor  to  show  us 
who  her  parents  were.  At  one  time  we  were  ah 
most  sure  that  she  must  be  a  child  of  Simon  1  loyt 
who  lived  at  Windsor  from  1639  to  about  164S  and 
then  moved  to  Fairfield,  Ct.  He  had  a  large 
family  of  14  children  which  easily  gave  place  to  a 
daughter  Mary.  The  Lyon  Genealogy,  however, 
shows  that  a  daughter  Mary  Lyon  turns  up  as 
Simon’s  heir  on  Dec.  21,  1701  in  a  letter  to  Gov. 
Winthrop  of  Mass.  On  this  evidence  we  have 
released  that  Mary  and  leave  it  for  future  histo¬ 
rians  to  locate  our  Mary. 

1667,  Apl.  22.  Vol.  II,  p  7  T  V:  At  the  meeting 
when  Luke  Hill  made  the  “sad  complaint”  about 
the  inadequate  amount  allowed  him  for  keeping 
the  Rivulet  Ferry  “his  wife  came  in  and  sadly 
bemoaned  the  inconvenience  we  are  upon,”  and 
her  testimony  helped  to  carry  the  meeting  for  the 
increase  desired. 

1693/4,  Feb’y  26.  Her  husband  in  conditional 
deed  to  son  John  says:  “desiring  my  sd  sonne  to  be 
with  me  and  to  take  yee  care  of  me  and  his  agged 
mother  durring  the  full  time  of  our  life’’  .... 

1697,  Oct.  11.  Vol.  VI,  p  18  C  C:  John  Slater 
Senior  of  Hartford  attests:  “These  may  certifie 
this  honnored  Court,  that  on  that  very  day 
wherein  the  Widow  Bement  was  Married  to 
Arthur  Henbery  (16S8)  I  was  personally  present 
with  them,  where  upon  sd  Widow’  desired  the 
afforsd  Arthur  henbury  to  declare  before  me  and 
the  Wif  of  Luke  Hill  senr,  as  I  tuk  it,  the  condi¬ 
tions  which  he  promised  her  in  case  they  were 
Married  together.”  We  have  no  later  record  than 
this  of  Mary  Hoyt  Hill.  We  estimate  that  she  is 
now  about  74  years  old. 


1613.  From  the  testimony  which  Luke  Hill 
gave  in  1693,  as  below',  that  he  was  “80  years  or 
thereaboutts”  we  know'  that  he  was  born  in  this 
year  of  1613  or  thereabouts.  The  event  was  cele¬ 
brated  in  England  somewhere,  but  we  have  no 
idea  yet  as  to  the  place.  His  wedding  at  Windsor, 
Ct.,  is  the  first  record  of  him  in  America. 

1651,  May  6.  Vol.  I,  p  57  B  M  D,  Windsor: 
“Luke  Hill  and  Mary  Hout  were  married  May: 
6th:  1651.”  Luke  is  now’  38  if  his  testimony  above 
is  correct  and  we  estimate  that  she  is  at  least  some 
ten  years  his  junior. 

1655,  June  26.  Vol.  I,  p  152  L  R:  “Luke  Hill 
hath  by  purchas  of  John  Strong,  a  home  Lott  six 
acres  bounded  North  by  Walter  Gaylord,  South 
by  John  brook,  West  and  East  by  high  w’ays.” 

1656/7,  March.  Vol.  57,  p  87  N  E  H  &  G:  The 
birth  of  son  Eliazer  this  month  at  Farmington, 
Ct.,  as  here  reported,  would  indicate  that  the 
family  was  living  there.  If  so  it  could  not  be  for 
long  for  in  the  following  record  we  see  him  pur¬ 
chasing  another  dwelling  in  Windsor.  Stiles  says 
that  was  in  Backer  Row  and  that  he  sold  it  in  a 
few'  months  and  moved  to  Middletown.  The  fact, 
however,  is  certain  that  he  returned  in  a  year  or 
two  to  Windsor,  since  Rev.  Mr.  Grant  shows  that 
seven  of  the  eight  children  were  born  at  Windsor. 
In  this  connection  we  have  searched  both  the  land 
and  the  town  meeting  records  in  both  Farmington 
and  Middletown;  but  we  could  not  find  any  ref¬ 
erence  to  the  Hills  whatever. 

1658,  Apl.  13.  Vol.  I,  p  165  L  R:  “Luke  Hill 
Hath  by  purchase  of  Tahan  Grant  his  Dwelling 
How'se  and  Home  lott  with  all  appurtenances  and 
Common  privleges  thereto  belonging  seven  acres 
and  a  halfe  ....  Luke  Hill  hath  granted  by 
the  committee  of  the  Court  15  acres  of  land  at 
Masaco  on  the  west  side  the  river  bounded  out  by 
Mr.  Grant  Apl.  19,  1660.”  He  bought  also  20  acres 
of  meadow  and  77  acres  of  upland  of  Aron  Cooke. 

1663,  Dec.  3.  Vol.  Ill,  p  9  C  C:  “CaptnAran 
Cooke  plntf:  Contra  Luke  Hill  defnt.  In  an  action 
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of  the  case  for  moneys  due  upon  Book,  Bill  or  any  otherwise  wth  the  damage  to  the  value  of  Tenn 
pou  nds  upon  attachment.  Our  Mikel  Griswold  was  one  of  the  jury  on  this  case.  Later,  on  the  same  day 
the  jury  find  for  the  Def  n  t:  cost  of  Court,  cost  allowed,  Twelve  shillings.  In  Court  Captn  Cook  owned 
to  pay  thirty  one  shillings  &  fower  pence  to  Luke  Hill.” 


1667,  Apl.  22.  Vol.  II,  p  7  T  V:  “When  the  freemen  meet  in  chage  of  debetys  Luke  Hill  made  a  sad 
complaint  that  if  the  towne  would  not  ad  to  the  sume  thay  had  set  him  for  keping  the  fery  at  the  former 
meeting  he  must  leave  the  fery  and  his  wife  came  in  and  sadly  bemoned  the  inconvenience  we  are  upon 
it  was  voted  that  they  would  ade  the  action  £3  as  it  was  before.”  This  was  the  Rivulet  Ferry  and  he  was 
to  have  “£12  per  annum  besides  what  he  gets  from  travellers  and  persons  by  night.” 


1668,  Sept.  28.  Vol.  I,  p  184  Stiles:  “Voted  that  the  town  should  be  at  the  cost  to  procure  a  new  rope 
for  the  ferry  because  Luke  Hill  is  not  able  to  be  at  the  cost  himself.”  Ferrying  evidently  was  not  a  lucra¬ 
tive  position;  neither  was  writing  for,  in  this  same  year,  Milton  published  his  “Paradise  Lost”  and  received 
only  £5  for  it. 


1669,  May  11.  Vol.  I,  p  186  Stiles:  The  town  makes  new  agreement  with  John  Willington  to  keep  the 
Rivulet  ferry  “he  to  have  the  use  of  the  cellar  which  the  town  has  now  bought  of  Luke  Hill  &  for  his  use 
to  dwell  in  and  the  little  House  by  it”.  This  indicates  that  Luke  Hill  has  determined  to  leave  Windsor  for 
the  new  town  of  Massaco  and  the  next  item  shows  that  he  is  located  there  at  least  before  the  year  is  out. 

1669,  May  13.  Vol.  II,  p  274  G  C:  “This  Court  orders  that  the  selectmen  and  constables  in  the  severall 
plantations  shall  take  a  list  of  all  the  freemen  in  theire  respective  plantations  where  they  dwell,  and  send 
it  up  under  their  hands  fayrely  written  by  their  deputies  to  the  Gen"  Court  in  October  next,  and  the 
Secret  y  is  to  record  the  same  in  a  bookc  for  that  purpose,  that  soe  when  there  may  be  any  occasion  or 
difficulty  about  that  matter,  whoe  are  freemen,  it  may  be  the  easier  determined.”  In  accord  with  this 
order  the  census  of  Massaco  was  turned  in  on  October  1 1th,  and  it  showed  13  freemen  at  that  place,  “who 
had  first  been  freemen  at  Windsor.”  Luke  Hill  is  one  of  these. 

1670,  May  12.  Vol.  Ill,  p  1  GC:  “This  Court  orders  that  the  plantation  at  Massacoe  be  called  Simms- 

bury.” 


1671,  May  5.  History  of  200dth  anni  of  Simsbury  Church:  At  a  meeting  held  at  Capt.  Cook’s  house 
in  Terry’s  plain  it  was  voted  to  erect  a  meeting  house  near  “Luke  Hills  in  Hope  Meadow”  (not  far  from 
Dr.  Barber’s  place  in  1897).  There  were  many  disputes  as  to  location  until  in  1683  it  was  decided  by  lot 
and  the  house  was  built  by  Col.  Barber  for  £33  “in  equal  portions  of  pease,  pork,  corn  &  wheat”  at  point 
on  west  side  near  Thomas  Rowell’s,  size  24  x  28  x  14  ft  high.  This  first  meeting  concerning  a  meeting 
house  was  held  26  years  before  the  First  Church  was  organized  there. 

-1677,  Aug.  17.  Vol.  I,  p  882  Stiles:  Luke  Hill  is  on  Rev.  Matthew  Grant’s  list  of  this  date  as  having 
had  7  children  born  at  Windsor. 


1679,  Oct.  Vol.  I,  p  23  T  V,  Simsbury:  “The  Committe  appoynted  by  the  Hond.  Generali  Court  Oct. 
1679  for  the  settleing  of  ye  plantation  of  Simsbury  being  met  this  month  of  March,  1679,  80  determine  as 
followeth :  luk  hil”  appears  under  “Hope  Meadow  men  to  build  according  to  order.”  This  action  was 
taken  after  the  King  Philip  War  which  had  laid  Simsbury  to  a  barren  waste. 

1681/2,  March  2.  Vol.  IV,  p  49  C  C:  “This  Court  appoynted  the  secrety’r  to  grant  out  a  Levy  or 
execution  upon  the  estate  of  John  Brookes  for  sattisfaction  for  his  wifes  keeping  at  Luke  Hills  Ten  weeks 
the  3d  of  March  last  for  Three  shillings  &  six  pence  p  weeke.” 

1687,  June  25.  Vol.  VI,  p  18  C  C:  Arthur  Henbery,  son-in  law,  of  Hartford,  makes  will:  “I  being  now 
neer  forty  one  yeares  old,  and  being  now  upon  my  sick  beed  and  for  ought  I  know  my  dyeing  beed,  my 
estate  ....  I  will  to  ech  child,  haveing  but  only  five  &  they  being  daughters,  in  maner  as  followeth: 
to  each  a  lik  in  portion  to  be  distributed  equally,  only  my  daughter  Lidia  Henbery  I  bequeath  to  my 
Father  and  mother  hill  to  bring  her  up  till  she  Come  of  ye  Age  of  eighten  years.  The  said  lydia  being  of 
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a  wekly  body,  and  being  my  father  &  mother  Mill's  desire,  so  it  also  is  my  will,  that  what  remaynes  of  my 

wife’s  portion  shall  be  given  and  added  to  what  shall  be  her  portion . and  1  do  ordain  &  appoynt 

and  constitute  and  give  full  power  by  vertue  of  these  presents  to  my  Honored  father  Hill  ....  to  dis¬ 
tribute  to  my  children  .  .  .  .  to  ech  an  equal  proportion  as  they  come  of  agg.”  .... 

1688,  May  21.  Vol.  IV,  No.  204  P  C:  “Given  to  these  men  under  written  as  foloweth  by  the  Inhabi¬ 
tants  of  Simsbury:  To  Luk  Hill  50  Rods  in  Bredth  over  the  Mountain  towards  Stony  Brook  to  go  from 
our  east  lyn  towards  or  to  the  mountain.” 

1688/9,  Mch.  26.  Vol.  I,  p  64  T  V,  Simsbury:  A  highway  is  laid  out  to  run  “bettwn  Luk  Hils  house 
lot  and  Jonath  Gilletts  house  lot  to  ye  Cove.” 

1692,  Feb’y  27.  P  87  Do:  “Given  to  luk  Hil  Senor  his  alottment  as  formerly  layd  out  at  East  Cornner 
bounds.” 

1692/3,  Feb’y  27.  P  88  Do:  “Also  Nathanll  Holcomb  desires  tow  acckes  on  the  South  of  the  way  and 
Northerly  of  Goodman  Hils  horn  lot.” 

1693,  Sept.  8.  Vol.  IV,  No.  199  P  C:  “The  testymoney  of  Luke  Hill  senr  of  Simsberry  aged  80  years 
or  there  aboutts  sayeth  thatt  those  Lotts  of  Land  yt  ware  granted  by  the  town  of  Simsberry  May  21, 
1688,  viz:  yt  division  of  Land  yt  is  over  the  mountayn  towards  Stony  Brook:  ware  layd  out  to  them  yt 
it  was  grantted  too  them  June  following  by  the  town  Consent.  Sworne  in  Court  Sept  8th  1693.” 

1693.  Vol.  2 y2t  p  2  T  V:  In  the  “Town  Rates  made  for  1693”  63  names  appear,  including  Luke  Hill 
Sen’r  at  13s-06d  and  Luke  Hill  Jun’r  at  06s-03d.  Total  tax  was  £28-05-06.  In  Mch.,  1693  4,  a  like  tax  was 
assessed  “to  defray  the  Towne’s  debt  of  ’92,  ’93.” 

1693/4,  Feb’y  26.  Vol.  I,  p  167  T  Acts:  “To  all  Christian  people  to  whom  these  presents  shall  come 
greeting :Know  ye  that  I  luk  Hill  Senr  of  Simsbury  being  agged  above  seventy  years  and  being  through 
this  my  agg  utterly  disenabled  &  In  capacitated  to  labr  and  provid  for  my  self  being  but  week  in  body  &c 
but  of  perfect  Mynd  and  Memory  through  the  blesing  of  god:  and  considering  the  present  Circumstances 
and  dificulties  I  stand  under:  still  desiring  to  wait  upon  the  good  pleasure  of  my  most  Mercifull  Creator 
and  gracious  redemer  and  eternall  untill  my  Appoynted  chang  shall  come.  Therefore  do  by  these  presents 
Covenant  to  and  with  my  son  John  Hill  this  present  febry  1693/4  in  Maner  and  after  the  tennor  and  form 

following:  . 

“That  this  my  sonne  to  whom  I  bare  good  will  and  affection  too  being  now  present  with  me,  being  in 

the  25  year  of  his  agge,  &  Further  disiring  him  my  sd  sonne  to  be  with  me  and  to  take  yee  care  of  me  and 
his  agged  mother  durring  the  full  time  of  our  life  providing  good  cloaths,  Phisicks  &  all  such  necessessaries 
as  is  nedfull  for  us  Durring  life;  and  this  my  sonn  haveing  engaged  thus  to  doe:  And  for  his  doeing  There¬ 
fore  Have  given  Granted  &  by  these  presents  doe  fully,  freely,  clearly  and  absolutely  give  and  grant  to 
my  son  John  Hill  his  heyrs  executors  Administrators  and  assigns  for  ever  all  and  singular  (besides  my 
Measuag  or  Tenements  and  those  parcells  of  land  <5dc  mentioned  in  a  deed  of  Allination  given  him  for 
his  enssurence  of  his  Title,  possession,  Claym,  chal  date  with  these  presents  I  give  him  my  whol  stock, 
Viz:  oxen  being  ore  plowes  and  plow,  tacklyn  chaines  and  horse  tackling  and  what  Furniture  for  horse 
service  that  I  have,  Swin  and  Swin  kind  that  I  have,  and  cart  wheels,  rings,  boxes,  bands,  ringes,  pins, 
cops  and  pine  betl  rings,  wedges,  axes,  hoves,  gun,  swords  or  any  other  Implements  for  husbandry  that  is 
mine  either  for  choping  or  digging  as  also  all  my  houshold  stuffe  bed  and  bed  Furniture,  pots,  kitles, 
puter  or  brasse  or  Iron  and  also  my  wooden  warre,  dishes,  platers,  tubes,  Barrells,  spining  wheels.  Boxes, 
chests,  churs,  &c.  Further  this  my  sd  Son  John  Hill  is  to  pay  and  fully  discharge  all  my  debts,  as  also 
to  pay  his  sister  Abigail  Pamerly  her  portion  which  is  Fourteen  pounds  as  also  to  do  it  as  soon  as  he 
can  conveniently,  and  whereas  sd  Abigail  had  given  her  the  grat  Iron  Pot  she  shall  not  have  it  till  after 
her  parants  death;  but  that  beed  with  the  filling  therein  and  one  bolster  and  pillow  sd  abigall  is  to  have 
after  our  death.  Freely  it  is  given  her;  but  the  pot  above  mentioned  is  to  goe  to  her  for  part  of  her  por¬ 
tion.  And  as  for  the  Legacies  formerly  mentioned  is  by  these  presents  Remited  and  cut  off:  yea:  every 
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branch  Article  and  clause  of  the  same  so  that  sd  John  shall  have  singulare  all  the  peculares  above  men¬ 
tioned  (excepting  what  is  here  cxcempted)  respecting  which  I  may  Justly  clayme  as  in  right  my  owne 
whether  alive  or  dead;  as  well  moveable  as  things  Imoveable  both  reall  &  personall  in  whose  hand  & 
custody  or  possession  so  ever  they  may  be  or  wheresoever  the  same  or  any  of  them  or  any  part  of  them 
can  or  may  now  or  hereafter  be  found  remayning  or  being,  to  have  &  to  hold  All  the  sd  Parcells  of  land 
Mesuage  and  appurtinances  thereunto  belonging  and  wharsoever  is  due  to  me  by  debts  or  other  dues  to 
take  for  his  use  and  receive  &  all  other  the  premises  unto  his  the  sayd  John  Hill  his  heyrs  executors  ad¬ 
ministrators  and  assigns  frome  hence  forth  as  hiss  and  their  proper  goods  forever  absolutely  without  any 
maner  of  other  conditions  then  what  is  abov  exprest,  as  1  the  sd  Luk  Hill,  have  absolutely  and  of  my 
own  accord  set  and  put  in  further  Testimony:  in  witnesses  whereof  I  have  here  unto  set  my  hand  and 
seall  this  13  day  of  Feb  1693  4  and  in  the  5!h  year  of  the  Reign  of  our  Sovereign  Lord  Wm  &'  Lady  Mary 
King  and  queen  of  England  &c. 

Witness:  John  Slater,  Registr  Luk.X  Hill  Senr” 

Abia  A.  Slater 

“John  Hill  upon  consideration  of  above  sd  premises  and  having  Received  of  my  Honnered  father  Luk 
Hill  a  deed  of  his  mesuage  &  sundry  parcells  of  land  I  do  covenant  to  &  with  my  father  &  mother  Mary 
Hill  to  Continue  with  them  during  their  terme  of  their  Naturall  life  &  provide  for  them  as  far  as  my  ability 
may  extend  both  for  food,  cloathing,  phisick,  &  other  necessities”  .... 

1695,  May  9.  Vol.  Ill,  p  259  G  C:  “This  Court  free  Thomas  Norton,  Luk  Hill  and  John  Ruscoe,  their 
persons  from  the  list  of  estates  by  which  rates  are  made.”  Age  as  well  as  a  good  past  record  probably 
contributed  to  the  General  Court’s  consideration  in  this  case. 

1696.  Vol.  2} <2,  p  3  T  V:  Here  is  spread  against  68  citizens  of  Simsbury  “Mr.  Dudley  Woodbridges 
rate  made  and  published  for  1696”.  Luk  Hil  pays  £00-11-03.  There  is  but  one  Luke  Hill  in  the  list,  and 
we  take  this  as  referring  to  son  Luke  since  Luke  Sen’r  is  freed  from  taxes  anyway,  as  per  the  preceeding 
item.  From  this  point  in  the  records  and  running  into  the  next  century  there  are  various  references  to 
Luke  Hill,  but  we  can  find  nothing  further  re  Luke  Hill  Sen’r.  It  is  probable  that  his  end  is  near,  though 
no  record  of  his  death  exists. 


CHILDREN 

(third  child  born  at  Farmington;  all  others  bom  at  Windsor) 

1.  LYDIA  b.  Feb’y  18,  1651/2;  m.  Nov.  5,  1670,  Arthur  Henbury;  she  d.  bef.  Feb’y,  1688,  ae  36  he  d.  Aug.,  5  ch 

1697,  ae  41 

He  m  (2)  1688,  Widow  Martha  Bement.  He  died  at  Hartford,  with  inventory  of  £108-06-04. 

2.  MARY  b.  Sept.  20,  1654;  m.  July  30,  1677,  John  Saxton  (see  below) 

3.  ELIAZER  b.  Mch.,  1656/7;  m. - ;  he  d.  Mch.  3,  1724/5,  ae  68  she  d.  3  ch 

He  is  the  one  child  not  recorded  at  Windsor  and  reported  by  one  as  born  at  Farmington.  At  Simsbury  in  1695 
he  was  chosen  perambulator  and  fence  viewer  and  hayward. 

4.  TAHAN  b.  Nov.  23,  1659;  m.  Nov.  29,  16S8,  Hannah  Parmalee;  he  d.  Dec.  16  or  18,  1692,  ae  33  she  d.  2  ch 

They  resided  in  Guilford;  wife  was  from  there.  She  m  (2)  May  25,  1693,  Thomas  Merrill  of  Saybrook. 

5.  LUKE  b.  Mch.  6,  1661 ;  m.  Hannah -  6  ch 

After  marriage  they  lived  up  to  about  1693  at  Guilford;  then  to  about  1696  at  Wethersfield;  then  Simsbury 
to  about  1703;  then  Branford.  He  had  namesake  whose  will  was  filed  Apl.  7,  1772  at  Litchfield,  Ct. 

6.  ABIGAIL  b.  Apl.  16,  1664;  m. - Pamerly.  Abigail  Pamerly  receives  £14  in  settlement  deed  of  1693,  4. 

7.  ELIZABETH  b.  Oct.  8  or  18,  1666;  m.  William  Buckland;  she  d.  he  d.  Dec.  12,  1724  6  ch 

He  has  no  inventory  or  probate  at  Hartford. 

8.  JOHN  b.  Nov.  28,  1668;  m.  Apl.  22,  1708,  Sarah  Terrey 

He  was  chosen  hayward  in  Simsbury  on  Mch.  14,  1693/4.  They  resided  later  in  Saybrook,  Conn. 
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BASSETT  GENEALOGY 


LINE  OF  DESCENT 

John  Saxton  b.  1649/50  m.  Mary  Hill  b.  1654 

William  Gillett  b.  1673  m.  Mary  Saxton  b.  1678 

David  Eno  b.  1702  m.  Mary  Gillett  b.  1703 

Capt.  Jonathan  Eno  b.  1739  m.  Mary  Hart  b.  1744 

Salmon  Eno  b.  1779  m.  Mary  Richards  b.  1785 

Ozias  Buell  Bassette  b.  1S07  m.  Emeline  Eno  b.  1805 

Frederick  Henry  Bassette  b.  1839  m.  Margaret  Anderson  b.  1844 
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